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Personal, Winripeg, June 19; 1878
JoJ Hil1 Esg;
St. Paul, Mdinn
Dear Jim;

1 received a letter from Lr. Rnodes requesting me
to render him an account of sales oi the caal at this point.

Bs 1 don't know anytning about L.r. Rhodes in tnis matter, but
an dealing directly with you, 1 simply wrote him = polite reply,
and put nim off for a few days.

The coal trade 4id not pan out h last winter as
expected, but that was mostly on account of the mildness of the
winter, though . think we got a 1ittle too much coal anyhow.

1 now propose Lo releave rou of this coal balance if
you are willing I should do so. That is I will take the coal in

hand nere and pay you the balance which stands on your ledger

against it. To do thnis 1 widdld have to borrow the money (not

far I tnink from 1700) on the security of the coal and not
realize in it befovre Novembers

lhis is an agrecment in a modified foun. As the first
agreement was that all sales were to be applied to pay for the
cozl and balance go to me. In this case 1 will take the money in
advance of the sales and look out for it myself. 1 only ask you
if you are willing considering the circuanstances to throw off past
interest znd 1 will take care of the future.

Snould you.consent to this transaction, 1 would likely
want to make sone arrangeuent to get fram to 100 tons add to
that on hand in order to be able to guarantee a supply to all con-
sumers who saw fit to deal with ma,

1T this is satisfactory and you will say so by telegraph
1 would ULring the money down witin me last of n=xt jeek, ani sguare
up the whole business.

Yours truly,
V.Holcombe
Of course leexpect Lo ster out of the coal business after the R.R.

st s this point.
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