Grand “orks, Sept. 21, 1878
J.J. 49111 Esqg;

Dear Sir:

1 underst.nd Wr. Kittson nas left for .ne RBast. 1

heard nothing from him in regard to any of the Co's affairs,
sltnough I wrote one or two letters infovaning of the situation
up nere which ie daily growing worse.

1 suppose you know that we are wearing out our stock
very fast and making no money nor giving satisfaction to anyone,
In sbout 30 days we will be caught with a lot of freight accumulat-
ed on our hands, =veryvody clamoring for their freight, and 1 will
be ordered to run boats to the last mirute taking cunances on their
being irozer up before they get through. Yow we have two or threse
voats that musi hauled vefare there is any ice or I will not
b: responsible for the rssult. at nay happen to the balance of
tne line in the next menth 1is movre than 1 can tell, for our two
best boats, tle nhegota and the Mamitoba leak Xike two old
basgkets, and the wear and tear at this stage of wzater is perfectly
fearfull. You ne=4 not be surprised io hear of any one of them
being on the botlLon of the river at any time. Te Liinnes:ﬁta‘e‘gmj&
the berge "Chippiwa" in the Ked Lake River Wednesday night, dan=-

lot of freighi 1 had the boat enter Protest here.
1 think Syons & - & Mallock of Winnipeg will be the largest
loosers.

The Company loocses the use 1 the Dest barge and what it
cost to raiss and vepair it, which (latter) will not be a very
grezt expense.

1 want to commense hauling out about the Z0th. of Oct.
or at least not later than the 25th. Cct., for the river is so low
that snould we have an early ccld snap, it is sure to close . Even.
if we have a late fall, itiwill take out the Minnescta and the Man-
atoba; hope to get along witnout -rything further, unless we have a
accident which will make it nece.sary to haul out sometninyg elee to
save the property. The repzire to ve put on these wvoats will be

hull work zlmost exclueively, =8 the passenger business is at an




end, ani vepsirs Lo upper works, painting and outfit, will not

be attempted. The "Alpha" has knocked hereelf tu peices a good
desl on the docks in I.R. & A. Have just received a telegram

from Sheets that they in:cked ofif a stsg, and il we codld get
consent of the custoas autnorities to run him up here for repairs
it would be best to do it.

While I don't have the least particle of faith in the
completion of the Penb‘ﬁiﬁ betore the close of navigation, so that
any trains can be Tum over it; 1 am 8ti1) hoping that it will be
done in orvder to bes avle to run our boats frou there for a wcek
or two which would releuse a boat ov two at once and let us haul
them out. Write me what you think of the prospect, and don't 6¥@ed
deceive yoursell or Le too iuaginative in vegard to the coupletion
of the road to 40 us any goed this fall. )

The C. bar.ec were started frvom Wrues evening.

1 came the most of the way with them, and it was an awfull job to

get tnem out of the Red Lake River, the ore carr, ing the locomotive
drawe more water thab theére is in tne river, but there is no way to
light it. We gave them out last night (nearly three and a nalf days
i{vom rerhu), ad they left nere towed by the Dakota this moming.

A8 there is less water in the Red River velow here than in tne Red
Lake River it is uncertair when they will get down, the last boat u

up last night reported that they hai to pull over wi.h a line

|
coning up stream light;at move than twenty different placess

1 see the Canadz general electiin has gone azainst the
govermment. 1 think this will defeat Lr. Suith - without a doubt -
1 hope it will not effect your inte esis unfavorably but have been
guite anxious abcut it.

Plezse let me hear from you, Excuse haste,

Yours truly,

E.V. Holcombe
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