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" Confidential Grand Forxs, COct, 18, 1878
JeJ. Hill Esq;

St. Paul-
Dear Sirp:

1 find the Winnipeg peonle are holding back inl purchase
of their winter supply of coal. liany of them are waiting expecting
to get coal in by R.R. or to get q;.low rate Ifrom me. Some whc have
alwsys purchased have bought none others only a ton or two. Now I

want to vaise the price of coal on the lst. of Yov. fro. one dollar

to a dollar and . half per ton, and I want you to back me to the

extent that no coal shall be freighted from St. Paul or Duluth tais
winter at a less rate than fourteen dollars per ton.

I have made myself liable at the Janiy, and by mortzaging
the coal for %4500 to pay freight and the Fuel Co's account, 41700
of this has b=en paid, and the balance will be at maturity if I am
let alone for this winter. If not I will have had two years bother
and anxiety and will make ldttlecor:-nething. Every ounce of coal
now on hand at Winnipeg can ue sold before ilarch Ist. if people
Jmow coal can't be brought down any dheaper this winter. Please do
what you can and post lir.Alexander before any through R.R. Tariff
is made for Winnipeg this winter.

Yours truly,
E,V, Holcambe







Grand iorks, Oct. 19, 1878

J.J. Hill Esy;

St. Faul
Dear Sir:
3 g I leave here for Winnipeg this evening, If theve is any
certainty of hauling freight to Peubina by Rail by or vefore the
lst. of Fov,, please telegraph me next Tuesday or VWednesday to

Winnipeg. Should we have an open fall, 1 could keep one or two

boats running to the end ol tne' track til) the close.

Will close up at Fishers about next Friday.

Yours truly,
. V. Holeombe
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