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PRIVA - Wirnipeg,
Jasies J. Hil ﬁsq;
Dear Sir:

1 went to St, Taul last week brim full of & scheme of my
own to make a little money cut ol the Aasir\auo.pu..l‘rwle.lt w=g to
buy the Selkirk myself with a cevtain friend of mine as z sbilent
partrer -(if he would consent Lo such &an arrangement and help me
with the purchnase) and from @ conrection with McArthur and let the
Selkivk and lLavrquette have the naainabo:ne Trade. I hope some such
arrangemert might be meade Iram the fact thst Wr. K. and you have
more than once intimated to me that after the R.R. was built, if
there was any chunce to squeeze = little money out of the old boats
I should have a show. That to me - good time that I have been look=
ing & hoping for - seens to keep in as far a distance as ever. The
above mertiored progran was bassed on the expectation that the W. &
W. T. Co. wuld be called on to do the R.H. business from St. V.

another year, ani =t it would take three boats, two passe ger and

one tow bost, to do th.t business,they would nave nothing left ad-

pted to ovr capsble of accamiodating the assinabome Irade, as the
slpha is wholly out ol date and inadeguate in power or capacity to
meet the . vowirg derands of thst trade. As you seen to think the R,
R. business will teke diffevent shapes before spring, my progran
for the Assinalo e mentioned sbove) would propably be tendered
impractical., As W CO0. would then nave at leust one
good bost to spare for AssinhAbome wOTK.

As to the Sasec n - it any extensionsbosting should
be contemplated in that str , it should be stsri-d on a good foun—
ion right from the biginning,, (new bosts of sut L‘icie"'t power and

capacity built). Fone of our bozts have either power or capsacity
for that river. For myseli I should hate to be obliged to go so far
the wildevrn:ss to make my living or anticipate any offers of
kind, 1t will 1 tine enough fir me to give my views when asked
1 find the vriver heve ha stoped {z11ing, in fact, we
have & slight shore rise here cif two or three in. caused from docal
tetnd8. I want all our boats in wirter gquarters by the 2b6th, or <6th
I propose to cut down winter expenscs to the minimum, we are nurd Y

paying experses, and can't afford to tezke chances in the -ce, for y

what livtle good we might de the R.R. Co.in the way of moveing




freight whicn wodld bp but & few tors ar.)ﬁd only help you for

a week or s, fov il we could run till Christmze the same trouble
would exist, it would be better to make sane arrangements for winte
at once.
Yours truly,
Holcombe
Winnipeg, Oct. 26, 1879

s, s HILL q;

Dear Sir:

Enclosed I hand you an sccount sent me by /. sssrs Robinson
and Cary a1l of which eéxeept the item of .62, Stean Hose fit-
tings (to connect our Cyphons with the veilers) is for use ; fit-
tings and freight on pumpe - one of which we could not uss, and tne
otner with which we pun ed out and raised the Lanitoba. is bi1l i
is more than I vxpected and as you made the strangemeng, 1 refer it
to you before paying; we will pay it as it is or witn any reduction
you may be able to get made on 1it.

The "Manitoba" is completed & in the water in geod shape
there may be some slight vepairs to her machinervy and fire walls,
al & very little Joiner work but nothing of any conseguence. All.
the danage caused by sinking is repaired in better shape than it

s before, and fhe sxpense of everything from the day she aunk up
to yestevday -(except Robinson and Cary's bill ) is now $x<%0.00.
Ther ay . few small ©pills yet out, but 1 don't know of any,
certainly nothing that could sdd $50 to the above wmourtiy S0 1
think oy guess of L4500.0¢ was not far out of the way.

Cur Mavigation weatTer nolds out well, we have prospects
of ore more full week, thougn the rights are very cold and six in.
of snow has La len onl, forty cr Iift, miles west ol here. ‘e are
taking at present Lne Hmerson & Winnipeg freignt from cars at Sg.V.

t of course you won't vely on muen (1t any)
us after Yov. 1st. Theve ie grest complaint here ol man.
of the Penbin ranch, & whnen 1% {reezes up, wiih no wx tanks

We have beat the Mcleregan uang Lyons - Law Suits ir the

atter of @ 4 barge "Chippewa" last seation - on the second
trizal which they obtained this time before & jury 4 you msy rest
gesured this old man feels pre ! 111 probably be in S5t

Paul by the 15th., of Tov.

Very truly yours,
2, ¥. lelcombe
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Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org
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