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WHO WILL CONTRIBUTE TOWARD PRESENTING *

THE PUBLIC SCHOOILS

WITH THE AUTOTYPE REFRODUCTIONS OF

THE SHARPLES :‘WASHINGTON PORTRAI

The presentation by Mr. Jas. J. Hill (President of the St, Paul, Minneap-
olis & Manitoba Railroad), of thirty sets of the Sharples Washington Por-
traits to the Public Schools of St. Paul and Stillwater, an example instantly
followed at Minnecapolis, is fast spreading. Good and true men, lovers of
their country, are coming forward in this noble work of patriotism. Every
sect in religion and thought recognize this duty. The most eminent clergy
of the various denominations are urging it. The earnest Bishop Whipple,
of the Episcopal church, only expresses the desire of Christians and patriots
universally when he says :

“1 cordially hope we may see these in every public school.
Oh what good would result from it! 1 have seen many pic-
tures of Washington, each bringing out some one element of
his great character. The Sharples are the only portraits
showing the religious side of his nature and which rounded
into perfectness his noble manhood. I have always felt a
sense of disappointment in all other portraits; the man was so
great, the likeness failed to reveal his character. As 1 gazed
on the Sharples Portraits, 1 felt as I never did before that
this was indéed Washington. *

The St. Paul Pioncer Press thus endorses Mr. Hill's example :

The city of St. Paul is indebted to Mr. J. J, Hill for an act of thoughtful
and patriotic munificence in ordering for presentation to each of the public
schools of St. Paul and its neighborhood, a st of the autotypes of the Sharp-
les Washington portraits. It was an excellent thing to do. No more val-
uable endowment could have been bestowed on the schools. These por-
traits, undoubtedly the most life-like ever made of Washington and of his
wife, cannot fail to exercise a silent but potent educative force over the
minds and hearts of the thousands of children who, from generation to gen+
ration, shall gaze day by day upon the benignant features of the Father of
his Country. They will thus become almost as familiar with his face and
form as if he were personally present with them. The great lessons of his
life and character—of his exalted patriotism, the grand simplicity, the noble
integrity and disinterestedness which distinguished his public career—will
thus be doubly impressed upon them. They will read in these portraits a
daily lesson of far more importance in forming the minds and characters of
the children of the republic than any they can learn from their text books—a
lesson which is nceded, too, far more than any other, to fit them for the
high duties of citizenship. It is good to keep the memory and the example
of Washington steadily before the youth of the rising generations as a
beacon light for their guidance, and as fispiration of that unselfish patriot-
ism and purity in politics which is the sole hope of the nation. [t is ta be
hoped that Mr. Hill's thoughtful and beneficent gift will be imitated in other
American cities, and thus at least partially realize the hope expressed by
Longfellow, that these portraits might be hung up in every school house in
the land.

[Ladies should present them for hanging in the parlors of the various
churches. What more valuable and enduring gift ?]

The St. Paul's magazine 4/ Home thus treats the matter -

At the meeting of the St. Paul Board of Education the following resolu-
tions were unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That the Board of Education d s to exfrnsa its grateful

appreciation and acceptance of Mr. James J. Hill's graceful and appropriate
gift to each of the public schools of a set of antotype reproductions of the

harples Washington portraits, which have been pronounced by the most
1

eminent aushorities the me

m 5 e and truest of all the portraits of
Washington, and destined to be universa
o T 5

its hing
edlng to the wi A th .
concerned, through the judicious Tberality and ThougiTTIes of y
citizens, Longfellow's earnestly expressed hope that these portraits should
be hung on the walls of every public school in the land—a hope in which
this board heartily concurs, in order that as the successive generations of
children become familiar with the face of Washington, they may be impressed
with thie lesson of his patriotic example.
1t will be a lasting satisfaction to the people of St. Paul that our educa-
tional authorities have thus handsomely placed themselves upon record in
the matter of a movement which is rapidly becoming national in its dimen-
sions, It is also a pleasant reflection that the city is favored with a public
spirited citizen Jike Mr. James J. Hill, who recognizes the value of the great
pictures in the future education of American citizens, Both the resolutions
of the board and the graceful act of the presentation to the schools, are
proofs that the views we huve expressed relative to the Sharples portmits.are
shared by thinking people throughout the commun Nothing could be
better fitted 1o inculcate the lessons of patriotism and unselfish devotion 10
the cause of our dear Fatherland, than the constant contemplation of these
glorious faces of George Washington, Without them the stady of American
history lacks its best and greatest illustration. Without them it is impossible
for the youth of the country to appreciate understand the godlike char-
acter whose great heart, military genius, ability as s man, and self-
abnegation, all rounded snd sanctified in a life of beautiful and touching
Shristian faith and purity, accomplished more in the cre n and establish-
ment of the grand fabric of this Republic, than all the other causes und
conditions bearing upon its birth and carcer in the family of nations, There
is an apparent harmony between the life and services of Washington and the
character of the man as depicted in the Sharples paintings, and. this cannot
be honestly said as to any other of the various pictures purporting to
represent the features of the great patriot. That the Sharples are correct
representations of the living original, we have the opinion of Washington
himself and of Lady Washington, in letters yet extant; and if that were not
enough, the evidence of the aged Dr. Van Pelt of New York who saw the
full-face portrait in that city in 1854, on its former visit to this country. Dr.
Van Pelt had known General Washington in life, and declared that it was a
perfect picture as he remembered the General.

Tuis well that the Father of his country should be remembered by the
millions whom his achievements have made the possessors of the priceless
boon of civil liberty ; and it is well that the children of the Nation should
have his bright example continually held before them for imitation, The
mind cannot conceive of a nobler object lesson in the study of our country's
history, (n the study of the evolution of government by the people, than these
very portraits hanging on the walls of every school hause in the land. It
was Longfellow's ardent wish that they might be so possessed, and he
earnestly longed, to the end of his great and useful life, that the origimal
pictiires might find a final home in the hera's own fund. "




 Washington [rving, Longfellow, and others of our departed great, have
said that they never appreciated George Washington until they had seen and
studied the Sharples portraits, Nearly the same sentiment has been ex-
pressed by all Americans who have scen the famous paintings, that they had
1o tangible idea of what the father of his country might have been in life until
happily a view of the Sharples portraits was vouchsafed them, Now we see
how Gearge Washingron could possess the more than Spartan courage and
almost godlike self-abnegation he displayed in refusing the crown a victorious
army offered him. The heroism of Oliver Cromwell in declining the shadow
of a sceptre whose political substance he wielded starkly beforehand, is often
held up to admiration by the worshippers of that grand and rugged, if not
in all things praiseworthy character in the history of our mother country ;
but Cromwell’s circumstances were of such nature that he knew he might
enjoy the essence, the homage and the power of royalty, while it might be
destruction to him to usurp the title. In the case of Washington there was
not any serious obstacle to his assumption of the purple if he had chosen to
assume it. The great nations of the world of his day who respected and
admired him, would have been better pleased to see the government of the
nation just born, in the hands of a wise and politic soldier-statesman, than
o accept the possibilities of future trouble through the example of a success-
fal republic:  The ruling elements in the colonial society of the day wera
aristocratic, and the tone of our high officialism, civil and military, was emi-
nently so. The crown of a constitutional monarchy was not an unreason-
able reward for the illustrious leader who had carved it out with his sharp
sword and timely counsels, and there was not a doubt as to the universal
heartiness with which the acceptance of that crown would be approved by
the whole people, excited almost to adoration of the hero who had just won
for them their battle over the most powerful nation of the world. But the
crown was rejected, just as a third presidential term was rejected pro bone
publico, and out of the purest and noblest motives that ever actuated my
The character we have known through the media of the Stuart portraits
would scarcely have objected to sit upon a throne. George Washington as
he crosses the Delaware in a face borrowed from Stuart would have accepted
after only the show of reluctance he might regard as decorous, and con-
sistent with his great solo act of attitudinizing for the centuries, George
Washington as he sits on horseback in Union Square, New York, would
have reached for the crown before it was offered. There is much which is
fine and worthy of admiration about the Stuarts. We do not wish to appear
lacking in respect for a type that has been accepted so long and trustfully as.
the real face of Washington by millions of our countrymen; but it has
always conveyed to us an impression of deportment rather than character ;
of something made up for appearance on the great stage of history, rather
than the counterfeit presentment of the most remarkable man, in many re-
spects, to be encountered among the records of the human race. There
muy be people who can satisfy themselves that in the Stuart pictures they
recognize at once the warrior ; the sagacious leader at the council board |
the polished, dignified chief magistrate ; the conscientious vestryman, alive
to the interests and busy in the little affairs of parish ; the practical,
shrewd country gentleman, wise in his generation as to fodder, critical of the
tobacco market, and holding decided views respecting the sacredness of
{enced land ; and finally the devoted son and husband, happier in his little
home circle at Mount Vernon, than the most exalted monarch could ever
dream of being on a dozen thrones. There are others, less fortunate, who
cannot detect any of these elements of a many sided character in portraits,
which, if true likenesses, ought to reasonably express some of them ; but
they are to be seen and recognized in all their beauty and harmony in the
sweet, hightited, calm, tired face of the Sharpies pictures. In the full face
there is just a suggestion of a " far-away " look, as if the donning of the
uniform brought back scenes of carnage, disaster, and a continent of dark
fears and cares—thoughts of Conway's cabal, of trusted Arnold's treason, of
ealousy and all the trials and crosses that the great heart had borne
for his country's sake. It is a face built for command. Intense determina-
n lingers latent around the mouth and high emprise lurks in the eye. You
gaze intently at it and realize for the first time how with gentle grace its
owner could stop in the streets of his capital and doff the laced hat in return

for o poor woman's courtesy ; how with that kind mouth

streaming with tears of pi v wking &
through the mist, Washis ; cud to_big_dreadful deatl) the gol)
noble but hopelessly doomed Andre. In all the pictures with which the
nation hagbeen familiar, there is lacking all this vivid personality so speak-
ingly present in the Sharples. Who would for a moment imagine the Stuart
Washington going out from camp into the woods and dropping on his knees
1o pray for help in the impending battle? You can see him do itin the
Sharples Washington, and you can sec get into his handsome coach and
drive off (o church behind the white horses, whose hoofs we are told were
carefully blacked every day, and cven stop on the way to tell a neighbor that
he ‘will see him on the morrow relative to that maer of the oats.’ In
short there is not a thing about the life and character of George Washington
mentioned in the books incongruous with the noble Sharples pictures, and
there is not a single one that is to be reconciled at all to the Stuarts In the
Stuarts, we have Washington the uniform | in the Sharples, Washington the
man.”

The English owners undertake 1o defray the ¢ of framing all sets of
- the autolypes presented o public schools
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