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WHO WltL CdNTRIBUTE TOWARD PRI~SENTING 

THE PlJBLIC SCHOOLS 

THE SHARPLES WASHINGTON PORTRAITS. 

The presentation by Mr. Jas. J. Hill (President of the SI. Paul, Minnup_ 
QIi!; & ~I.lnitoba Railroad), of thirty sets of the Sharples Washington POt­
traits to the Public Schools of St. Paul and Stillwater, an example Instantly 
followed at ~linneapolis, is fast spreading. Good and true men, lovers of 
their country, are coming forward in this noble work of patriotism. Every 
sect in religion and thou{l'ht recognize this duty. Thc most eminent clergy 
of the ,·arious denominations arc urging it. The carnest Bishop Whipple. 
of the Episcopal church, 'lnlr exprcsses the desire of Christians and patriots 
nniversaUywhen hcsays 

OJ I cordially hope we may see these in every public school. 
Oh what good would result from it~ I have seen many pic­
tures of \Vashington, each bringing out some one element of 
his great character. The Sharples are the only portraits 
showing the religiolls side of his nature and which rounded 
into perfectness his noble manhood. I have always felt a 
sense of disappointment in all other portraits; the man was so 
great, the likeness failed to reveal his character As I gazed 
on the Sharples Portraits, I fell as I never did before that 
this was indeed Washington. ' 

The 51. Paul Piollur Prus thus ~ndor.t~s ;\Ir. Ilill'9-example 
The city of SI. Paul is indebted to ;\Ir. J. J. Hill for an act of thoughtful 

and patriotic munifktnce in ordering for presentation to each of the public 
schools of SI. Paul and its neighborhood, 11 set of the autotypes (I[the Sharp­
le.s WashinglOn portraits. It was an excellent thing to do. No mnre val_ 
uable enduwment could have been beStowed on the schools. These por­
tmlts, undoubredly the most life-like e\·~I. made of WaShington and of his 
wife, cannot fail to exercise a silent bnt potent educative force o\·er the 
minds and hearts of the thousands of children who, from generatiOn to gen­
ration, shall gaze day by day upon the benignant features of tbe Father of 
his Country. The)' will thus become almost a!; familiar with his face and 
form as if he were personally present with them. The great lessons of his 
life and character-of his exalted patriotism, the grand simplicity, the noble 
integrity nnd disinterCSH:dness which distinguished his public career-will 
thus be doubly impressed upon them. Thcy will read in these portraits a 
daily lesson of far more importance in forming the minds and characters of 
the children of the republic than any they can learn from their text books-a 
lesson which is needed, too, far more than any other, to lit them for the 
high duties of citizenship. [t is good to keep the memory nnd the example 
of Washington steadily before the youth of the rising generations as a 
beacon light for their guidance, and as inspiration of that unselfish patriot­
ism and purity in politicS which is the sale hope of the nation. [t is tn. be 

hoped that ~1r. Hill'!; thoughtful and beneficent gift will be imitated in other 
American cities, and thus at least partially realize the hope expressed by 
Longfellow, that these portraits might be hung up in e\·eT}· school house in 
the land. 

[Lndies should present them for banging in the Parlors of the ,'arious 
churchel>. What more valuable and enduring gift 1J 

The SI. Paul's magazine AI Hom~ thus treatS the matteT 

At the meeting of the SI. Paul Board of Education the follo\\"ing resolu_ 
tions were unanimously adopted 

I That the Board of Education desires to express its grateful 
and acceptance of Mr. James J. Hill's graceful and appropri.:&te 

<". __ L.; ;",_".;,h,,'_L_=c:.schools of a set of autotype reproductions of the 
, which been hy the mosl 

portr.:l.it, of 

purtralt~ 

be hung on .. of every school i . a hope In. , ... hich 
this board heaTtlly concurs, In that as successIve gene.raltons of 
children become familiar with the face of Washington, they may be Impressed 
whh the le~son of his patriotic example. 

It will be a lasting satisfaction to the people of St. Paul that our educa­
tional authorities have thus handsomely placed themseh'es upon record in 
the matter of a mO\'ement which is rapidly bccoming national in it~ dimen­
sions. It is al<;o ;\ pleasant reflection that the city is favored with a public 
spirited citizen like Mr. James J. Hill. who recognizes the \alue of the great 
picture~ in the future education of American citizens. Doth the resolution<; 
of the board and the ){racdul act of the presentation to the schools, arc 
proofs thaI the views we have expressed re!:lIi,·e to the Sh;Irples portmils.are 
shared b~· thinking people throughout the community. ~othing conld be 
better fitted 111 inculcate the l~ssons of patriotism and unselli:ih de\"oti'ln to 
the cause of our dear I'atherl.:l.nd, than the con~tant (Contemplation of thcst 
glorious fan!!> of ';eorge Wa~hington. Without them Ihe study 'lf American 
history lacks its be~t and greatest illustration. Withnut them il i~ ilOpos~ible 

for the youth of the country to appreciate and understand the J{udlike char. 
acter whose great heart, military Ken;us, ability n<; II statesman, and self. 
abnegation, all ronnder.! (Inti sanctified in a life of beautiful and toudling 
= hrlstian I.dlh lu,,1 purity, aecmnplished more In the erc"tlon 110.1 establish· 
ment uf the gramL I ... LJTil 01 this Rcpul.olic, tll.ln all the othcr tau~c~ ",,,L 

conditions hearing upon ilS birth and career in the family of nations. There 
is an apparent harmony between the life nnd services of Washington and' the 
character of tbe man n.» depicted in the Sharples paintings, and this cannot 
be honestly said as to an)· 01 her of the various pictures purporting 10 
represent the featnres of the great patriot. That the. SharpIe!! lire (orreCt 
representation'l of the li\·inR" original, we have the oplni"n of Washington 
him!lelf and of Lady \\';\Shington, in letters yet extant; and if that were nut 
enouKh, Ihee\"idence of the aged Dr. Van Pelt of New York who sa" thl! 
full_face portrait in that city in 1854, on its former ,'isit w thiseountr)·. Dr 
Van Pelt had known General Washington in life, and declared that it was a 
perfect pitture as he remembered the General. 

11 b well that the Father of his country should be rememben::d by the 
millions whom his achievementS have made Ihe posse~snrs of thc priceles~ 
boon of dvil libcrty ; and it is well that the children of the Nation should 
have his bright example continually held before them for imitation. The 
mind c.annot concei\·e nf a nobler object lesson in the stndy of our countr)·'s 
history, in the study of the evolution of government b)' the peo]lle, thnn the~e 
very portraits hanging un the \\'alls of every school hnuse in the lund. 11 
Wall Longfellow'S urdent wish that they might be so possr.~sed, lind he 
earnestly longed, to the end of his great and uflcful Uf{', that the (,riginal 
pi~lUrc~ might find a (mal home in the hero's own 101 lid. 



W,,<;hingtoll Irving, Longfellow, and others of our de paned great, havf' 
~Ilid that they never ;Ippreciated George Washington until they had seen and 
studied Ihe Sharple~ portrails, Nearly the same senliment has been ex­
pre .. sed by .,Il Americ:ms \\'ho have seen the famous paintings, th3.l they had 
no langible idea of what Ihe (ather of his countr), might ha\'e been in life until 
happily a view of the: Sharples port railS was \'oue:hsafed them. Now we see 
how George Washington could possess the more than Spartan courage and 
aimosl godlike M:U.nbnegation he displayed in refusing the crown a vietoriou~ 
arm)' offered him. The heroi .. m of Olh'er Cromwell in declining the shadow 
of II ~ceptre who~e political substance he wielded starkly beforehand, is often 
held up to a\lmiration by the worshipper~ of thai grand and rugged, if nOl 
in allthin!.;~ praiseworthy character in the history of our mother c(luntry 
but Cromwell's circumstance~ were of such nature thut he knew he mighT 
enjo)' the essene:e, the homage and the power of royalty, while it might be 
destruction to him to usurp the title. In the C(l.!;C of WaShington therc was 
not any scr10US obslade to his assumption of the purple if he had chosen to 
assume il. The great nations of the world of his da}' whn respeeted and 
admired him, would ha\'c been better pleased to see the government nf the 
nlltion jUlit born, in the hands of a wise and politic soldier-st,lIcsman, than 
Itl accept the Jlos$ibilities of future trouble through the example of n success_ 
ful republic The ruling clements in the colonial society of the dny wero. 
aristocratic, and the tonc of our high officialism, civil and military, was emi_ 
nently MI, The crown of a constitutional monarchy was not nn unreason_ 
able reward for the i1Iustrious leader who had carved it out II'ith his sharp 
sword and timely counsels, and there was not a doubt as to the uni\'er~al 
heartiness with which the acceptance of that crown would be approved by 
the whole people, exciled almost to adoralion of the hero who had Just won 
for them their battle over Ihe most powerful nation of the world. But the 
crown was rejected, just as a third preSidential term was rejected prr} iotJilO 

1'"D/i(D, and out of lhe purest and noblest motives thai ever actuated man 
The charaCler we have known through the media of the Stuart portl11its 
would scarcely have objected 10 sit upon a throne. George Washington as 
he crosses the Oelaware in a face bonowed from Stuart would have accepted 
after only the ~how of reluctance he might regard as decorous, and con_ 
sistent with his great solo act of atlitudiniling for the centuries. George 
Wa&hingtol\ as he sits on horseback in Union Square, Nell' York, would 
have reached for the crown before it was offered, There is milch which is 
fine and worthy of admiratiOn about the Stuarts. We do not wi~h to appear 
lacking in respect for a type thai has been accepted so long and trustfully as 
the real face of Washington by millions of our countrymen; but it has 
always conveyed to us an impression of deportment rather than e:haracter, 
of something made up for appearance on the great stage of history, rather 
than the counterfeit presentment of the most remarkable man, in many re­
spects, to be encountered among the records of the human nice. There 
!nay be people II'ho can satisfy themselves that in the Stuart pictures Ihey 
recognize at once the warrior; lhe sagacious leader al the council board; 
Ihe polished, dignified chief magiSITUte: thc conscientious \'estrym"n, alive 
10 the interests and bu!;y in the little affairs of his parish; the practical, 
~hre\\'d country gentleman, wise in his generation as to fodder, critical of the 
tobacco market, and holding decided I'iews respecting the SAcredness of 
fenced land; and finally the devoted son and husband, happier in his little 
home circle at ~Iollnt Yernon, than the most exalted mOnarch could e\'er 
dream of being on a dozen lhrones, There arc others, less fortunate, who 
cannot delect any of these elements of a many sided character in portraits, 
y,'hich, if true likenesses, ought to reasonably express some 01 them; but 
[hey are \0 be seen and recogniled in all Iheir beauty and harmony in tht' 
sweel, highb~ed, calm, tired face of the Sharples pictures. In the full face 
there is just a suggestion of a .. far.away" look, as if the donning of the 
uniform brought back scenes of carnage, disaster, ilnd a continent 01 dark 
fears and cares-thoughts of Conwa{s cabal, of tru!ioted Arnold's treason, of 
Lee's jealousy and all the trials and crosses that the great heart had uorne 
for his coulltry's sake, It is a face built for command. Inten.!ie determina· 
lion lingers Intent around Ihe mouth and high e01prise lurks in the eye, You 
gaze intently ;[t. il and realize for the first lime how with gentle grace its 
owner could stop in the streets of his capilal and doff the luceL! hat in return 
for" poor woman's ( OUrlcsy, how with that kind muuth S"l hard and eyes 
Mreamin,.; '.,-ilh U·.H~ ',f pil)' aud ~..,rro\--' yet -'I'""ldul{ "n int·"OlaL.l" purpo~" 
dnu ullh the \ 111~t, \\".L.:o hLnll~"''' ~ ,ulll ",j '\> hi' dte"d/ul dc,"to tht 11·,11,,,,,. 

nohll: Lut hopcJe~sJ) doomed Andre. In all the picture,," with which Ihe 
nation ha~been familiar, there is lacking aU this vivitl personalilY lIO speak. 
ingly presenl in the Sharples. Who would for a momenl imagine Ihe Stuart 
WashingtoD going out from camp into the woods and dropping on his knees 
to pray for help in the impending battle? You can see hinl do it in the 
Sharples Washington. and you can see hitn gel into his handsome coach and 
drive off to church behind the white horses, whose hoof., we <Ire told were 
carefully blacked every day, and e\'en stOP on the way to tell a neighbor thnl 
he' will see him on Ihe morrow relati\'e to thnl matter of the oats.' In 
shorl there l!io nOI a thing about the Iile and character of George Washington 
mentioned in the books inc<mgruQus with the noble Sharples picmres, and 
there is not a ~ingle one that is to be reconciled at all 10 the ~tuurt1'i _ In the 
StllaTl~ , we have Washington the uniform, ill the Sh;lrl'lt'", Washirl..:lurl 1he 

The l!.ngli~h ow",:r" undtnak(: to delray tIl(; l',H uf fr;un inl: ,,1\ ~el~ of 
thc autot~'flC" l'I(~"nled tn publi c ~dl " ... ls 

, , .;- 1 
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