
• DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 

BELTON, MONTANA llgu t 28 , 1923. 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

1lr. Louis' I . Hill , 
C/O Great .orthern RaihV8\Y Company , 
St . Paul , i:innesota. 

Dear :':r. Hill : 

',Ie are groo.tly obliged to you for your letter of July 21st . Ye always 
a 1reclate a criticism of the activities of the Park ~ervice as it is 
fre~uently the case that we are slttilg too close to the icture to see 
thint,s in their true pel's ective . 

I f~lly agree with you that as a whole our trails are in poor co!dition 
and are ra idl y deteriorating from year to year . This vIas stc.ted in our 
annual rerJOrt for 1922. Sea page 138 of the attached re ort. Eowever there 
is no ho~e for a reme~ until our mailtenance ftulds are mc teria11y 
incre ...... ed. T1 'e situ tio" ... is about as follo~ls: 

..1oney is secured for the construction of a trail; usually there ara 
sufficient fundS to build a ~irst class tr~il in every res ect . Thi las 
not the c~se , hoviever , with the Indian P""ss trail as the e were not 
ufficient fun's to uil it as v;ida as it SlID.l be nor to roperl y 

take care of the drainage . After trails are constructed, naintenance 
is uite insuffiCient . It , therefore, follows that tl.ey eet a little 
worse each year. 

You may ba interested to know that in our estimates for 1924 , 'Ihich be­
came available July 1st , of this ye~r , ~e asked that our trai Maintenance 
be more than oub1ed. To S: 0 i you that the Par Servica r.lade every 
effort to secure this amount , our estimates rere ap roved y the Dir~ctor 
of the Bureau of the J3udo"'6t , practically as they were prosented, 5110"1 'ne 
that a great deal of ~'Otk was done to justify these estimates efore 
the Bureau of the Budget . "';a had beep. l ed to elieve that Congress would 
vote the sum approved by the ~u et Bureau. Unfortunately our estnnates 
were cut in the House $27 , 000.00 , about ~20 , 000.00 of whi ch "!as for 
maintenance . The Park Service succeeded in h.~v in this amount put 
back in by the Senate . The bill then ,lent to conference and VIas lost , 
the reason ivan being tllat Glacier \?as well dovm the list so f~ as 
travel fieures Jere concerned but even \"/ith this cut was third in all 
1 at ional Parks, so far as the amount of money aIIxro riated was concerned. 

I assure you that we burned a lot of tt:nidnight oil" in lanning where 
our inade uate maintenance could be nt to best ac.vanta~e a."l.d it i 
quite a responsibility to decide just what trails should have most 
a+tention. 



It seemed expedient to spend the most money on the main traveled 
trails - b.1 which we mean trails over which daily t rips are scheduled, 
such as the Triangle, etc. ':le were . able to do but very little work 
on trails used by camping parties only , with the exception of clean­
ing o'ur windfalls and replacing broken culverts. As luck would have 
it we have had far 'ore windfalls this season than were ever reported 
before , due, no doubt , t o the soft condition of the ground and high 
winds. 

I uite agree with you that the trail over Logan Pass to Hidden Lake 
would be comparatively inexpensive and is highly desirable. Assistant 
Superintendent Brool(s and I looked over the ground last year and had 
planned to do the v.ork thi s spring if increased funcls were granted. 
I n pro-rating the amount of money to be spent on the various trails 
this spring, considering the great amount Of wont necessary and our 
limited appropriation, it became evident that vre could not possibly 
divert a Single PenIl¥ f rom our maintenance funds to new work. 

I recently rode over th_e trai l between Sun Camp and the junct ion of 
the Guns i ght , Logan, and Piegan trails , and it appeared in good con-
di tion VIi th the except ion of mud holes and I pr esume tho se are what, you 
meWl when you say that th ' s trail is not in such condition as a main 
trnveled trail could be erFected to be fourld in. Ue should like very 
much to eli minate those mud holes but as the,r do not greatly incon­
venience travel it would appear inadvisable to s end money on them 
that is badly needed for dangerous portions of other trails . 

I u ite agree with you that the trail from Ii"aterton Lake to McDonald 
is very Joor. Many portions of this trail should be entirely re­
built but tb:l.re does not seem to be much hope for dOing this soon. In 
row opinion the Logan Pass - Granite Park trail could be extended to 
Flat Top at less cost tl".a.n would be necessary to put the liinera.l Creek 
trail in good condition. 

As to the number of men we had working on the trails, this is partly 
due to local conditions but mo stly to insuffiCient funds. we have 
found it advisable to 'Work early in the season Vlith large crews in 
order that the itr.aii],s ma¥ be opened as early as possible . Large 
crevlS soon i&~aust our limited maintenance ,though a sma.ll reserve 
is kept for emergenCies such as replacing broken culverts and bridges , 
repairing switchbacks when they become dangerous , etc . At the time 
of your visit work had been reduced to a minimum owing to shortage 
of funds. 

It is noted you state that about 1857 an expedition of arrow eng~neers 
crossed Cut Bank Pass , traveling easterly via nyack Creek and found 
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that the Indians had been using the pass for a long time before and 
you understand the trai l f rom Nyack to Cut Bank is now impassable. The 
trail is not impassable for anyone who is used to - trails of that sort 
but tourists who are not used to such trai ls coul d not be routed over 
it safely. I, nwself , have packed a ll over a. considerable part of 
AlaSka where there are no trails at all, but it would be unwise to 
route inexperienced people over thiS country. You may be interested 
to know that Assistant Superintendent Brooks recently used this pass 
wi th a string of pack horses in planting fish in the head of Nyack 
Creek. 

Our cost records show that tte Red Gap Pass as it is cost t"2,435. 97; 
that it has not been completed or maintained is due entirely to i n­
sufficient funds. 

I believe you are mistaken when you state that guides and tourists 
keep trai l s open so far as cutting out f allen trees is concerned. 
ie have frequently found it the case that a. guide will s end far more 
time cutting a path around a fallen tree than v,ould be required to 
entirely remove it f rom the trail. He does this, rimarily , 
as we see it, so that he can l -ater report it to the ranger and have 
him go out and chop it out . 

Our rangers have other work t o do besides worlcing on trails and can 
only spend a certain amount of time at such work. An ideal situation 
would be to have suffici ent funds to have all tra.ils atrolled 
regularly. ','/e hope to have sui'fici ent funds for t. is purpose at some 
future date but it depends entirely ullon appropriations. 

As to Whe.ther or not there are more or less miles of tr:' il than there 
were before the park was created depends entirely u on your pOint of 
view and what you call a trai l, but I am absolut ..: ly sure t lat there is 
more maintenanC'e' wrk being done on trails at present than before the 
park was creat ed. I frankly admit that each year we should do about 
thr ee times as much work on trails as f1.Ulds have penni tted. 

As to your statement as to the anount of wom. the Gl acier Park Hotel 
Company has done on the roads you wil l find attached hereto a memo­
randum tllat I asked Assistant Superintendent Hutchincs to prepare for 
me last September . The various sums stated therein are taken from 
our cost records and speak for themselves . 

Just a daw or two ago I rode the Triple Divide Pas s. In my opinion the 
approach to the pass on either side is well located. That part of t he 
trail from the first bench on the nort h s i de to the spur road t~~t 
extends about three miles toward Red l!Jagle lake , is not roperly 
located and is not a goocL trail . Old timers tell me that it never was 
a good trail. 
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I estimate tha~ to thoroughly work and relocate the trails from 
TwO :Medicine to Cut BDl'lk, and from Cut Bank to St.Mary Vlould entail 
an expenditure of around $3 ,500 .00 . As our total allotment for 
trE:-il maint enance for al l trails the present yer: r is $8 , o ~;o.OO, the 
fut i l ity of such an operation, until our appropor\ations are materially 
increased, is readi l y seen. 

It is ui t e true that ~lri 1e Di ville ass was not open until July 15th: 
Tri le Divide ass is as easi~ opened as &~·ft Current or lOban. The 
Saddle Horse Company p~s previously stated that they were not concerned 
about having it- opened early. This year there was a aeY..nand1;liatit be 
opened sooner . There was demand fQ .. l'._the others, but the demand for 
Tri Ie Divide was not--m~~until ou~plans were all laid. 

T'.ne trail from the junction of Red mgle and Hudson t s B~ Creek to _ ed 
Eagle Glacier will never be utilized by visitors except those taki ng 
camping trips, until a hotel , chal et , or camp is built at ~ed ..:;agle 
L:Jlce. Comparat7'Vely feVl of our visitors have either t he means or 
the inclination to take campin - tri s and as our funds are so limited 
it v,Quld be very unViise to atte~pt to ke ep this tra il open when it would 
l)e used for camping parties only. 

fJ 
I alsO note you state there \vas a trail from Red ~agle glacier north 
to St . Mary Lake by way of Virginia Falls ass. Af ter dil i gent inquiry 
I 3m unable t o find anyone who ever knew of such a trail . 

The trai l s you mention from t . ary to Many Gl acier by way of Sherburne 
Lakes and Boulder Creek and Ityn, are not nearly so interesting us the 
Piegan ass or the Siyeh Pass trails . In f act there has been no 
demand for either of the se trails except that Hoy;ard Eaton med the 
former . However , his party had to travel the automobile roael for So con­
siderable distance. Both trails are va l uable to us as fire trails and 
the ark addle Horse Com~, who have a horse ca.r..t;p near the Golden 
Stairs on St . ~ . Dry Lake, u se this trail to dead- head their horses to 
Many lacier , so it could hardly be stated that the trail is abandoned. 

The road from St .Mary Lake to the foot of the .Golden Stairs would no 
doubt answer the ' urposes in pros ectors days or before the advent of 
the automobile . This road when completed will be a ~odern automobile 
highway . The sum of $.200 might perhaps pay part of the neces sary 
locati on and survey work. 

You will no doubt be glad to know that Vie ~ve aSked fo~ $29 , 950 . 00 for 
trails , maintenance and construction, for tb4 coming yeaw . 

The whole thing in a nut-shell is that Congress has been reduCing our 
estimates . 'Ve are responsible only f or the proper expenditure of funds 
voted by Congress ; for insuffiCiency of funds t he blame rests entirely 

with Congress , as the Park ervice has alw~s asked for sums that they 

\ 
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considered adequate and invariably COllf,TeSS r educed the estimates . 

I lJ.uite agree with you tllat Glacier is essentially a saddle horse pack 
and accordingly the trails are fully as important as the roads. 

The road mentioned in your l ast paragraph was to have beon built entirely 
from Federal funds. I do not believe that a satisfactory road could 
ever be made out of part of the present location - certainly not a safe 
one. The recoID1aissance of the new location brin s the road do\~ an 
easy 5 percent. grade to a high meadow that looks directly up St . lia.ry 
lake and from which the head of the lake and Going-to-the-Sun Chalets 
can be seen. The road would then wind down through this meadow in a 
series of easy gurves on an easy grade , in such a manner that motorists 
driving this roa.d would see the mountains from every possible angle . 

I bad a taJk with Mr. Harlow, District Engineer for the "lontana State 
High~~ Commission, who made the reconnaissance . He stated tllat after 
the Babb-Cardston and the Divide Creek Hill projects were approved, 
their Department would consider favorably the reconstruction of the road 
from BrOwning Junction to Glacier Park. As we appear to have great 
diffiou seo(.lring money for road construction, this expedienoy seems 
very advisable as we have an opportunity to have these roads rebui lt 
from Federal funds that are now available . It is possible, however, 
tbalt if pressure is bra.yght to bear against the Divide Creak Hill pro­
ject , the Montana State Highway Connnission may get the 1~ression that 
theirnefforts are not appreoiated, and cancel the who] e program. 

I am very glad you wrot e me so franlcly and am glad of the opportuni ty 
of ac uainting you with the fact that we are fully alive to the short­
comings of our trails and are dOing our utmost to secure funds to 
iLlprove them .. 

Very truly yours , 

S 
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GLA'CI ER PAR K HOT E L ANY 

Glacier Park , M t., _~ug. 30th , 1923 . 

l i r. IJ. W. Hill,. 
G. N. Railway, 
st. Paul, Minn. 

Dear Sir: 

. : ith reference to yo r letter of ug . 20th, 
wrl tten at Pebble Beach, add ssed toUr. Emil Calman, 
copy of which you sent me , r lat.ive to 'IIr. CaIman ' s 
loss of a hand bag . 

s stated in Mr . alman ' s letter to ;you as 
soon as he reported the 10 s we made every effort to 
locate it . 

Mr . Calman came own on the buss arriving 
here from st . Mary at noo . _ccording to his statement, 
he had three bags which h saw put on the bus and which 
he saw put off the bus he 

The Transportat 
the personal baggage of 
guest rides on , but he 
and it was brought on t 

on Company , of course , handle 
est s on the same bus that ' the 

aims he saw them put it off 
the porch of t he hotel . 

matter up with the General Bag­
e Pullman Company, hoping that 
e in the lost and found railroad 
e made thorough searches of the 
places , but up to date have 

I have had the 
gage Agent , also with t 
it wi II s ho w up somewhe 
baggage rooms end we h 
baggage rooms at all 0 
been unable to locate t. 

I wrote Mr . alman on Aug . 6th and attach here­
to copy of my letter . I also wrote him again on Aug • 

. 27th, as per copy of etter attached . 

If , after the close of the season we are still 
unable to locate it , we will probably heve to make some 
settlement . The only conclusion that we can come to in 
a case of t hi s kind is that someone else mistook the bag 
for their own and carried it away . That happens occasion­
ally here in the house in rooming people: as man¥ bag~ 
look so near alike that the owners Occ8s10nally ldenulfy 
some other person fs baggage as their own . 
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I will contjnue t:re effort to locate it and 
from past experience h8ve learned there is always a 
possi bili ty of it showing up in some unexpected place . 

HAN/tf 
cc -Mr . L .~ . Hill , 

Pebble Beach , Calif. 

Yours ·t ruly t 

Ljftf,~ 
Gene ral Ean ager . 
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~t . au1, ~~inn. , 
.A ugr s t :30 , 1 9 L 2 

I V r. L. '.v . HilI : 

~ere~ith i~ attached COfY of the s econd story th&t 
is bfinf eent out on ~he ~ountain-cli-ter , Nor~8n Clyde . 

IS-

I recen11y cent you a co~y of the .AEsoci[~ed LceES diepetct , 
filed ~ro~ Gllcier rark , te~lin~ of his cli~b to the top 
of "t •. ilbur . 

~tis story also l..-ter \,i11 be fent vLt under a ttird 
for ... ; iIluE-tn.t ed, ti1:rou,ah ~ elA '?ork [-tot o-nev.s eervices . 

Y . ~ f . +-1.,.(' l' our i:;. &1 u 1. ~ U Y , 

H e . c. .,., 

• 
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Relea ed fOT immedi~t8 publication • 
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HE CLIMBS A 110UNTAIN 'A Di\Y 
DURING 36 DAYS OF BiTING, 

}JSTABLISHING WORJ~D I S RECj)RD 1 

Wash ~g ton, B.C., Sen t - '---", . Norman Clyde, 38, a sma+l town 

scho,olmaS ~.8 r, of Weaverville, California, climbed 36 mountain peaks, 

one each r on s ecutive- day, during his r ecent c'arnping ' h'ike through 

Glacier National :nark. On the surmni ts of eleven of ,these 36 mount-

ains }~e failed to find evid.ence of anyone else ever having scaled 

them. 

This amazing achievement in mountain climbing ~ it i -s be-

- lip ( d, sets , a world's record. So far as information in the possess­

ion of the Bureau of National Parks is conc erned, no single mountain-

eer ever accomplished any ~uch feat as this. 

Clyde is a member of the Sierra (a 'mountaineer) Club of SaD 

FranOi s co. He left Glacier Park ana retur~ed to Califor nia August 

25th, the day after he scaled the last of the 36 mountains. This was 

Mt. Wilbur, 9,283 f€at, which he regar de d as the most difficult of 
• 

them all. He left as his cairn, on thi s peak, a monument to the 

la~e Dr. ynn, of Indianap olis, Ind ., a m?untain-climber of national 

repute f w~~ o had mad e u.nsuccessful attempts to scale Mt. Wilbur. 

fhLs' monume~t Clyde he ap ed u p in three hours. He used J oose 

Argyili te rocks he fo:und on the sUIIlIni t, and built a pyr am~d s'even 

feet r igh and six feet at the base. Through field glasses this 

m$unt 'iin peak monument is visible to tourist ,S fro m the veranda B,t 

Many ;lacier Hotel. 

Following are the other ten of the 3 6 mountains Clyde clim':l 

ed, ' upon which he f a iled to find any record of previous asc en'-8 : 

Norris, 17It . Lop.:an Dnd als€\ a pirlllp nie west of Logan, Almcst< ·h)g 

Mountain, Ci tadel IJIount a in, Fusi lade Mountain, main peak of 'J; . 1t 

Ro().kwell, Mount Clements, Avalancr9 Peak and Iceberg ?aa1;:. 

During this extraord inary phYSical pe:riormaTIce :;~!Jj ' J ;oJ )~.:: 

each night in the open and "acked his f=,od, subsisting on 2C'~,;;[ ~ 

sugar, ce real, dried loganberries and , occastonc'.rL~,'" 9. ~::-~'l~ Lg2;0n 

and irestJ egg s wh ich he acl ded to his pa'31;: ':-'2 ~:~. ·'3,~:·.' ~"::).~ " .:: \ 

chalets t ~ get them. 

.. 
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j 
• . • Kenney , V. • t 
aUl. "1n41 t!O t • 

ar it' : 

C 0 J A y 

_ont ., e t . 4 , 1923 • 

r . Ibr1gh of 10 tone 
~ 

" ohan e 1n~br tion m~r or t lUtl you will 

b omsfhat inter sted in tbe attached r6Dcrt oz' Mr . ~ 

Bro . ad . on rip thro G and throu 
• . 

110 , tone -P • 

not o lOU P rtl~ 1 r y be-
. 

oaUse it giv ~ g~od nt10n of Gl~cl r 

uocount of i a 0 itta m of Yellowstone 

a~k , nor on 

but it 

i8 aldo n got a. r a1 COll tr'tctlv or" 01 fr 

~yone nd this an vidon ly 

bnt very deeply. 

Of courso , th 
-

nt II 0 t Ol'Y 0 lmly 

d condO tion 110 stone 

was ~he ba 10 r n on for hi diff1oult1~s . e exper-

lena d it her on a few n1 and r unable to .. 
rotec~ re l~ation i exsc ly the ay 

r q t d . 
Your rUly. 

llAB/tf General ansser. 
00-
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