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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK
BELTON. MONTANA hugust 28, 1923,

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

Mr, Louis W, Hill,
¢/o Greet Northern Railway Company,
St.Paul, Himesota,

Dear Mr, Hill:

We are greatly obliged to you for your letter of July 2lst. Ve always
appreciate a criticlsm of the activities of the Park Dervice as it is
frequently the case that we are sitting too close to the picture to see
things in their true perspective.

I fully agree with you that as & whole our trails are in poor conditiom
and are rapidly deteriorating from year to yeat. This was stated in our
amual report for 1922. See page 130 of the attached report. However there
is no hope for a remedy until our maintenance funds are materially
increased, The situation is about as follows:

lioney is secured for the construction of a trail; usually there are
sufficient funds to build & first class trail in every respect. This was
not the case, however, with the Indian Pass trall as there were not
sufficient funds to build it as wide as it should be nor to properly
teke care of the drainage. After trails are constructed, maintenance
is guite insufficient. It, therefore, follows that they get a little
worse each year.

You may be interested to kmow that in our estimates for 1924, which be-
came available July lst, of this year, we asked that our trail maimtenence
be more tham doubled. To show you that the Park Service mede every
effort to secure this amount, our estimates were approved by the Dirsctor
of the Buremm of the Budget, practically as they were presented, showing
that a great deal of work was done to Justify these estimates before

the Buresu of the Budget. Ve had beep led to Lelieve that Consress would
vote the sum approved by the Budget Bureau. Unfortunately our estimates
were cut in the House £27,000.00, about $20,000.00 of which was for
maintenance. The Park Service succeeded in having this gmount put

back in by the Senate, The bill then went to conference and was lost,
the reason given being that Glacier was well dowm the list so far as
travel figures were concerned but even with this cut was third in all
National Parks, so far as the amount of money appropriated was concernede

I assure you that we burned a lot of “midnight 0il" in planning where
our inadequate maintenance could be spent to best zdvantage and it is
quite a responsibility to decide just what trails should have most
attention.
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It seemed expedient to spend the most money on the msin traveled
trails - by which we mean tralls over which daily trips are scheduled,
such as the Triangle, etc. Wie were able to do but very little work
on trails used by camping parties only, with the exception of clean-
ing ouwr windfdls and replacing broken culverts. As luck would have
it we have had far ore windfalls this season then were ever reported
before, due, no doubt, to the soft condition of the ground and high
winds,

I gquite agree with you that the trail over lLogan Pass to Hidden Lake
would be comparatively inexpensive and is highly desirable. Assistant
Superintendent Brooks and I looked over the ground last year and had
planned to do the work this spring if increased funds were granted.
In pro-rating the amount of money to be spent on the various trails
this spring, considering the great amount of work necessary and our
limited appropriation, it became evident that we could not possibly
divert a single penny from our maintenance funds to new vork.

I recently rode over the trail between Sun Camp and the junction of
the Gunsight, Logan, and Piegen trails, and it appeared in good con-
dition with the exception of mmd holes and I presume those are what you
mean when you sgy that this trail is not in such condition as a main
traveled trail could be expected to be found in. Ve should like very
mach to eliminate those mud holes but as they do not grestly incon-
venience travel it would appear inadvisable to spend money on them
that is badly needed for dangerous portions of other trails.

I quite agrse with you that the trail from Waterton Lake to licDonald
is very poor. IlMany portioms of this trail should be entirely re-
built tut there foes not seem to be much hope for doing this soon. In
my opinion the Logan Pass - Granite Park trail could be extended to
Flat Top at less cost than would be necessary to put the liineral Creek
trail in good condition.

As to the nmumber ¢f men we had working on the trails, this is partly
due to local conditions but mostly to insufficient funds. We have
found it advissble to work early in the season with large crews ina
order that the tr=ils may be opened as early as possible., TLarge

crews soon &ghsust our limited maintenance , though a small reserve
is kept for emergencies such as replacing broken culverts and bridges,
repairing switchbacks when they become dangerous, etc. At the time
of your visit work had becn reduced to a minimum owing to shortage

of funds.

It is noted you state that about 1857 an expedition of army engineers
crossed Cut Bank Fass, traveling easterly via Nyack Creek and found
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that the Indians had been using the pass for a long time before and
you understand the trail from Nyack to Cut Bank is now impassable, The
trail is not impassable for anyone vho 1s used to trails of that sort
but tourists who are not used to such trails could not be routed over
it safely. I, myself, have packed all over a considerable part of
Alaska vhere there are no trails at all, but it would be unwise to
route inexperienced people over this country. You may be interested
to kmow that Assistant Superintendent Brocks recently used this pass
with a string of pack horses in planting fish in the head of Nyack
Creek.

Cur cost records show that the Red Gap Pass as it is cost $2,/785.97;
that it has not been completed or maintained is due entirely to in-
sufficient funds,

I believe you are mistzken when you state that guides and tourists
keep trails open so far as cutting out fallen treas is concerned.

We have fraquently found it the case that a guide will spend far more
time cutting a path arownd a fallen tree than vould be reguired to
entirely remove it from the treil. He does this, primarily,

as we see it, so that he can later report it to the ramger and have
him go out and chop it out.

Our rangers have other work to do besides working on trails and can
only spend a certain amount of time at such work. An ideal situation
would be to have sufficient funds to have all trails patrolled
regularly. Ve hope to have sufficient funds for thig purpose at some
future date but it depends entirely upon appropriations.

As to whether or not there are more or less miles of trazil tham there
were before the park was created depends entirely upon your point of
view and what you czll a trail, but I am absolutcly sure that there is
more maintenance work being done on trails at present than before the
park was createde I frankly admit that each year we should do about
three times as much work on trails as funds have pemitted.

As to your statement as to the amount of work the Glacier Park Hotel
Company has done on the roads you will find attached hereto a memo-
randwn that I askked Assistant Superintendent Hutchings to prepare for
me last September,. The various sums stated therein asre takem from
cur cost records and speak for themselves.

Just a desy or two ago I rode the Triple Divide Pass. In my opinion the
approach to the pass on either side is well located. That part of the
trail fyrom the first bench on the . north side to the spur road that
extends about three miles toward Red fagle lLake, is not properly
located and is not & good trailes 01d timers tell me that it never was
a good trail.
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I estimate that to thoroughly work and relocate the trails from

Two Medicine to Cut Bank, and from Cut Bank to St.iary would entail

an expenditure of arownd $3,500.00. As our total allofment for

trzil maintensnce for a2ll tralls the present yesr is $8,000.00, the
futility of such e operation, until ouwr approporiations are materially
increased, is readily seen.

It is guite true that Triple Divide Fass was not open until July 15th:
Triple Divide Pass is as easily opened as Swift Current or Logam. The
Saddle Horse Company has previously stated that they were not concerned
about having it opened early. This year there was a démend that it be
opened sooner. There was demand for the others, but the desand for
Triple Divide was nof manifest until our plans wers all laid,

The trail from the junction of Red Eagle and Hudson's Bay Creek to Red
Eggle Glacier will never bte utilized by visitors exeept those taking
camping trips, until a hotel, chalet, or camp is bullt at Red Zagle
lake, ComparatiVely few of our visitors have either the mesns or

the inclination to take camping trips and as our funds are so limited
it would be very unwise to attempt to keep this trail open whexn it would
be used for camping parties only.

I also note you state there vas a trail from Red Zggle glacier north |

to Ste Mary Lake Ly way of Virginia Falls Pass. After diligent inguiry
I zm unsble to find enyone who ever kmew of such a trail.

The trails you mention from St.llary to Maxyy Glacier by way of Sherburne
Lekes and Boulder Creek end Altyn, are not nearly so interesting as the
Piegan Pass or the Ciyeh Pass trailse In fact there has been no

demand for either of these trails except that Howard Saton wed the
fommer. EHowever, his party had to travel the automobile road for a con-
siderable distance. Both trails are valuable to us as fire trails and
the Parik Saddle Horse Company, who have a horse camp near the Golden
Statrs on Ste Mery Lake, use this trail to dead-head their horses to
Many Glaciery so it could hardly be stated that the trail is abandoned.

The road from St.Mary Ieke to the foot of the Golden Stairs would no
doubt answer the purposeés in prospectors days or before the advent of
the automolbile. This rosd when completed will be a moderm amtomolbile
highway. The sum of $200 might perhaps pay part of the necessary
location and survey work.

You will no doubt be glad to kmow that we have asked for $29,950.00 for
trails, maintenance and construction, for the coming year.

The whole thing in & nut-shedl is that Congress has besn reducing our

estimetes. We are responsible only for the proper expenditure of funds
voted by Congress; for insufficiency of funds the blame rests entirely
with Congress, as the Park Service has always asked for sums that they
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considered adequate and invariably Congress rcduced the estimates,

I gquite agroe with you that Glacier is essentially a saddle horse pack
and accordingly the trails are fully as important =8 the roads.

The road mentioned in your last paragraph vas to have becn bullt entirely
from Federal funds, I do not believe that a satisfactory road could
ever be made out of part of the present locatiom - certainly not a safe
onse The recomnaissance of the new location brings the road down ean
easy 5 percent. grade to 2 high megdow that looks directly up St. Mary
Lgke and from which the head of the lake and Coing-to-the-Sun Chalets

can be seens The road would then wind down through this meadow in a
series of easy curves on an easy grade, in such a manner that motorists
driving this road would see the mountains from every possible angle.

I had & talk with Mr, Harlow, District Engineer for the liontana State
Highwey Commission, who made the roconnaissance. He stated that after
the Babb-Cardston and the Divide Creek Hill projects were approved,
their Department would consider favorably the reconstruction of the road
from Browning Junction to Glacier Park, As we appear to have great
diffichlTy securing money for road comstruction, this expediency seems
very advisable as we have an opportunity to have these roads rebuilt
from Federal funds that are now available, It is possible, however,
that if prescure is brought to bear against the Divide Creek Hill pro-
Ject, the Montana State Highway Commission may get the impression that
theirnefforts are not appreciated, and cancel the whole program.

I em very glad you wrote me so frankly and am glad of the opportunity
of acquainting you with the fact that we are fully alive to the short-
comings of our trails and are doing our utmost to secure funds to
improve theme

Very truly yours,

i i eI SR
intendent.
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Glecier Park, Moht., Aug. 30th, 1923,

My, L. W, BLl11,
G. . Railway,
St. Paul, Minun.

Desr Sir:

With reference to yofr letter of Aug. 20th,
written at Pebble Beach, addyessed to Mr, Emil Celman,
copy of which you sent me, rplative to Mr. Calman's
loss of a hand bag.

48 stated in Mr. Ilman's letter to vou, as
goontasi%e reported the logs we made every ef%ori to
ogcate .

Mr. Calmen came §own on the buss arrivin
here from St. Mary st nooj. According to his stagément,
he had three bage which hg saw put on the bus and which
he saw put off the bus hepe. '

The Transportatjon Company, of course, handle
the personal baggege of fuests on the same bus that the
guest rides on, but he gims he saw them put it off
and it was brought on tq the poréh of the hotel.

I have had the|/matter up with the General Bag—
gage &fent, also with the Pullman Company, hoping tha
it will show up somewhefre in the lost and found railroed
baggege rooms and we hgve mede thorough searches of the
baggage rooms st all oyr pleces, but up to date heve

been unable to locsate 1t.

I wrote Hr.

lman on Au%. 6th and sttach here-
to copy of my letter. e

I also wrote him sgain on Aug.

' 27th, as per copy of letter attached.

1#, after the close of the season we are still
uneble to locate it, we will probably heve to make some
settlement. The only conclusion thast we cen come %o in
& cese of this kind is that someone else mistook the bag
for their own ené carried it away. That happens occasion-

e1ly here in the house in rooming people, es many bags
1oo§ 80 nesr alike that the Swiecs cosasionaily ¥ﬂan§i£y

some other person's baggage as their owm.




Aug. 30, 1923,

L.W.H«=2

I will continue the effort to locate it and
from past experience heve learned there is always a
possibility of it showing up in some unexpected place.

Yours truly,

ko ;
General Manager,
HAN /tf

GB-HI‘ L] Iu'ﬂ oHill,
Pebble Beach,Calif.
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Eerewith is attached J;py of the cecond story that
is being sent out on the mownisin-cli~ber, Norman Clyde.
I recently senl you & copy pf the Associcted Eress dispstch,
filed from Glecier Ferk, tellling of his ¢limb %o the top
of Mt Wilburs

2his story slso 1ateerill te sent put under & third
form, illustreted, through New Tork phkoto-news.serviges,

| Youre feithfully,

BEQOXE SwIlH
HS+8

eilt
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‘Relea sd for immediate publication.

= e e am mm e w = = wm e T - e e e e e e

HE CLIMBS A 1OUNTAIN "5 DAY
DURING 36: DAYS OF HIVING,
ESTABLISHING WORLD'S RECORD.

: yash ngton, BD.C., Sent. ---- Norman Ciy&a; 38, a small ﬁoWn
sdhoolmas*er. of Weaverville, California, climbed 36 mountain peaks,
one each -onsecutive day, during his rscent camping hike thrOugﬁ
Glascier National Park. On th; summits of eleven of these 36 mount-
aing e failed to find evidence of any one else ever having scéled
them,

: This amazing achievement in mountain climbing, it is be~-
" 1lie (d, sets a world's record., So far as information in the posSsess-
ion of the Bureau of National Parks is concerned, no single mountain-
eer ever accomplished any such feat as this,

Clyde is a member of the Sierra (a mountaineer) Club of 8=n
Francisco., He left Glacier Park and returned to California August
_26th, the day after he scaled the last of the &6 mountains, This was
Mt. Wilbur, 9,283 feet, which he regarded'as the most_iifficqlt of
them all, He left as his cairn, on this peak, a monument to the
late Dr. ynn, of Indianapolis, Ind,, a mountain-climber of national
repute, w..0o had made uhsuccessful attempts to scale Mt., Wilbur. I

'his monument Clyde heaped up in three hours., He used loose
Argyllite rocks he found on the summit, and built a pyramid seven |
feet righ and Si# feet at the base. Through field glasses this
meunt-in peak monument is visible to tourists from the versnda et
Many slacier Hotel, '

‘Following are the other ten of the 36 mountains Clyde elimh
ed, upon which he feiled to find any record of+previous ascen's;
Norris, '"t. Logen and else =2 pinpsnle west of Logan, Almest-'log °
Mountain, Citadel lountain, Fusilade Mouwntain, main peak of . 1t
Rookwell, Mount Clements, Avalancta Peak and Iceberg Foalk.

During this extraordinary physical performance 527i. &1 3%
each nicht in the open and packed his food, subsisting on ceoue,
sugar, cereal, dried loganberries aﬁd, oceasionally = 23 YT Lason
"and fresh eggs which he added te his pask whur v 2ar e5.1

chalets t.= get them,

R S = |
Lusith ©- 30 -1753]
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‘ Glacier Park, Mont., Sept. 4, 1923,

F I .

7

, Ny, W. Pe Ieﬂm. VQP..

8t. Paul, Fingsesota,
Dear Sir:

Hr, albright of Yellowstone and myself ex~
change iniformetion mere or laaa.and I th&nklyan will
be somewhat interested in the ettached repert of Nr,
Brodhesd, on his trip through Glacier Park and through
Ye liomtom Perk,

Am not -sonding this %o you partlonla'.rly be-
ceuse it gives a good mantioﬁ of Glaeter Park, nor on
aoccount of ite critfcism of Yellowstone Park, but it
is seldom we pot & rsal coanstrictive crtthlil from
snyone and this msn evidently weat into 1t vexy calmly
but very deeply. ‘

0f course, the crowied condition at !’-l_.fl.uatom
wae $he basic reason for his difficultdes. We exper-
ienced 1t here on a few nigmta' and we were unable to

~ protect reservaticns in exactly the way they had been

e sted
s 1 e Yours Srdly,

HAN/t2 ' J General Manager.
ce~- My, B._w.htk .

-

@ h" e I e
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o : ALERARDER L. BEODHEAD
d Oantasanquae, Pa,

817 Bridge Street,
August 20, 1923,

Mr, Stephen T, Mather, Dire
Bationel Perk Service. i
‘“h‘m“. n. e.

Ky dear 8ir:

A fow days ago 1 returned from & trip weet with
on which trip we were fortunate onguh to visit both Bluhrwu:agi‘t"
stone Lstional Parke, Ve wers in Glacier Park from July 11 to 20 and
Yellowetone from ¢ 22 to 88, 1 want to tale this oppoﬂulq to exprese
ltlz ap H:iattga'of : e wo;&kﬂt‘hat thehhrk Bi:;i:e has done and is doin

a
uinn nnhs M}J!Lx“:oaﬂu.'gm m.gﬁyeu or tﬁ%‘ﬁmé "‘ﬂﬁ w
1 came in contact, Also at Glacier Perk the Service is particulsriy fore
tunate in its holders of the franchises for both hotels and transporte-
tion; both wnzutoa seeming to think it less a lut¥ than & pleasure to
gid the towrist in seelug the Park ia all ite espects under ss favorable
conditione se possible. They were uniformly courteous and esble
giving us all the information, assistance and when ssked, edvice that
gould poselibly aid us,

1 regret wery much to say that at Yellowstone Park the Dere
vice is not so fortunate, I wanted to stay there longer but the hotel
gervice was 20 bad I could snot do se with any degree of comfort or

lessure., I made a remerk in comparieon of the service given at lniu
ark and thet at Yellowstone and was met with the rep t “we dle
four times as many people thro here 88 tfny do at @ er nﬂq'
vhick quite meccurately described the situation, #ever in n{ fo, sny-
whore in the world, have I felt leess l1like a guut and more like =» E.tou
of baggege or frédght to be "handled through oE &:h an .xnub .
Some exemplee will illustrste, (e) The Lehigh Va ‘ 1re through
vhom I hsd made my srrangements, hed writton them at least a month ia
sdvance esking for two rooms and s bath for my dsaghter snéd myeelf,

4% Nammath Hot Springs ant at Ol Falthoul ve hed Gue e oneven Hetel "
t the Lake Hotel we ope room and & and & .
:n l:lwon and no bath, th?'m teo of the four hotels tho‘ﬂm wa&.

irut a were "Your bus lesves at ---0'cloek in the morning,”
:;A;:u givgng“:t s chance to say that 1 would like to stay longer.

ween the Hotel Co,. the or tiog Coe is
1‘:3 nﬁa:”’:'ﬁh 1'@‘1. !» toutzt except ae nau'ﬂ. nmﬂ‘tnmg:
tetion between hotels. Although they sdvertise side tripe from the
tels, yet when, st ¥ermoth, I anked slout one of them the clerk did not
know whether o trip wouid be otnrtelhnu he did not know of eny vey

find out snd sppesred eatirely in
:: not, (4P at .‘3: of the hotels 4id 1 see any informetion desk and

i ¢t 1 conld not
at the other desis the attendants were S0 discourte tha
get any satisfaction whatever. In two instances ator Hotel the
attendant snapped ut.( 1 uee the word mprl advisedly) & lf;opt'i.:o mane
per before I gad finished ausuon end (conseguent before mew
what the question was snd ﬁa he conld give me & positive u:nr;n
() At Lake Hotel I wanted to serd a message and was obliged to ¢ ‘u
sants ne to rates, ete, neroes the office to the operator who 414 no
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M up from her newspaper to give me an answer,

A word
;:": :;}: w .00‘5; n‘hnlﬂu :tin::g.:t ':onr in ronov;:.?‘u'
Eiﬂ a s A
they agked $10. per day Tor l.zuno room gnﬂg Hot ¥ mﬂ

thcx nm «00 for the same thing,. The ressons for th.
8 are not obvious. Yellowstoune is neasrer the hrr:.cir‘h':: of

t mu end production and has more mnua b 4

iles, operating expenses should de ”ui" ru.:o.r brhclag
thes .n.;.ei“::.:i:':.':..“"'. T empost e ’"’ - gy “z..
by the proper department into the nmn-“}ayu ‘tl: rates. .

s LIS 22228 3,000 O HE S b A MR
Goicermy trve. | puidthe ezposs charee.(of goas ka3l M

Park) wlthut mut tlt I oould find no ity in any of
Government ications £ s rates Howeve aia
the de !’r they knew .g“t it end t.o.u ne & a% ita "1:::: :n ur

before the tme started and after 1 m in the bus ealled me eut t: %—

desk to settle the mcoount, not on laying our bus but al
lowed it, In saswer to ny prﬂut lu head porter told me nlx that
if I hed "fixed the porter" this need not have ocour l s took place

st Mammoth, Bow sside from the faect that 1t was hﬂ
pay the charge as to 'n:' various portors neac ny thh h 1;
seemg the proper attitude for s maﬁ oparating under Government

chise to tals toward the traveling publie that uku their operations

possible,

My reassons for writin thia to oa n l' than to the
T et et oo 124 Ty S et Tt R sl g
» ¢
F TR I T TR IR Rl A ‘ﬂ L man

:r . .:“m‘ gf ;2: “unl. e tb: can deliver ¢

wpany doea not aceept orders e

-muz'- may be an excuse. They are not a pol roma. ( sf‘m of the
Government publications and the entrance srch at Gardiner, nma the
fact that tu Parks asye for the plessure of the pe ﬁe to ﬂnn they

1‘2“%: uee of tgf.p:g%%.ﬁn “"%’:‘-"&3‘ naou on: antu é!&’ =

rate under Governme mm-tm anl ne
t ¢t the Hat ional Park Service ‘bﬁr ;

a n .%;ne es are
3 :“:{:‘% ,,jg‘ ..:?E'?.u ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ“ :}-!-“'E‘: mlgl!ao

% t n is reas pro m
r volume © iness rates Approx-
Ferk Comp " e 5 :E: exhorbitant and ent unreason-

g ma
able profi u ww.id eem %o indnto elﬁL éxtraordinarily go=
mﬂ. that or haps nnl not bear
B o emination (5] ind sinee Rerives fram ¢ .

ranc ted to ¢ hon to afd tho ).oplo to enjoy their m proper
:t ..:t:':-ﬁ':m to ask the engnnt ;:’ u“tm w Mugs .glzhou
[ e o 14 :ﬁ.‘:ﬁ:ﬁ :;l‘::tt?:m;a are not Qs:oﬂitsl . é:

tbmlvu exeroise
of tho Government toward the roilrosds e don of the perks

mnl. Mtﬁ more should it be the policy toward ope
which sre publicly owmede
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sis v EREASIIN LS fhs Jt0Istlte Juph Lamrtigpiiog Spmisit
'h“:a 1ike oﬁﬂ Fno uuutnthn. -n, easily into mmo l::. =

made e
up= o= are .8‘ or.gmh mp' uﬂ:nm 8rroganoce
m. 1': 80 m n umt treatment of their patrone is concerne

el & superlative de noe with the Park
I have every confidence m.th are b:auma and able to m&‘
this etate of affairs when it 1a brongzt to their sttontioa.

Very respectfully yours,

Y %

(Sgde) Alexander L, Brodhead
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