
Seii-a>t~ Finds 
. . . 

Many Abuses in 

!!~?Jl~L!:~~' 
stiff Entrance Fees Deter 

Tourists, Who Also Com­
plain of High F oo4stufr 
Prices and Hotel Rates 

To.Ask Sweeping Changes 
Only One Tourist Camp in 

AlI Grand Can~on; 'Gal' 
Gouging, Water Costly 

natlollal park., ~ut It. . hal ,goue el'.· 
clall,. . into the ' afralr .... ~t, ~Grand 
Canyon. br Gr.nd Canyon National 
Park in the Bontnwest. 

Th, an~lat, for Inatance. who wanta 
to enter a national ' park and go about 
in- !lie 0,", machine ill likely to find 
that he cannot enter without paying 
a stiff entrance fee. In lome cases 
the coinbtittee wound this was ,'l. ;He 
ftnd. a eituatiol1 wherein it is a good 
deal cheaper for him to /to about In the 
bUII.II o;r ' conveyances of the CORC;es­
alonaire 'than to use his own machine. 
As for hotelll and foodstuffs, he ill at 
the mercy of the conceBsionaire all:O. 

In the Gr.nd Canyon it wal found 
that th'e Fred Harvey Company, known 
in the Wnt and especially along the 
linea of the Santa Fe for its reltaurant 
servlre, had the coneelllioni for the 
hotels, lOstaurants and tranlportation. 
Independent tourl.t trove 1 il dilcour­
raged. In the whole Grand CanYl'n 
tht-r. is only one tourist camp. and evl­
denc.e before the committee ' Indicated 
it .was 80 located as to be unpleawllnt 

From 1M N-;':: rorkHe-;;'/d. TribuII.·a for the tourilt, in an area subjer.tcd to 
Wa3hlllutOlt Bureau odors from botel garbage. 

WASHING'ION, Aug. B.- Severe eri- Gaaollne GoulJera in Grand Canyon 
'ticram of the National Park Service and Indicath'e of the policy to di!lcourage 
tbe metho~s of the f:overnment in autoilt., the committee found exorbi­
Jiandling national parks i~ fore!bad- tAnt prices charged ~or ga501lne inside 
owed in a report which WIll be maae Grand Canyon. It 18 al\e(e~ touri'!ts 

tb S . t ' at the next session by have to buy water for drlftKillg pur-
e ena e }loses. If 3 tourist goes to a hotel. he 

e Senate Cotnmittee on Public Lands; . haa to pay prices as high as charged by 
The committee has taken considerable the hill'l\-grade hotels in the great 
~,timony and. will take more and tbis citie •• Then. prien :ue prohibitive !.or 
..... t·mon .. is now beln. studied by' olft- persons of ,mall means. " 
""'! 1 J" Among other tbingl. there are alle 
ctIals. ot the committee and a report III ptions of favoritism to railroads. It 
'tittn~ mapped. ' II found to be the c8IIe.acco-rdfnl' to 
" All indIcations are that the commit- what the committee bas learned, that 
, .. will not only condemn 80me fea- as to a number of tbe parka flome one 
tare. of the present methods and do railrosd will be found to be getting 
.. in blistering fashion, but that sweep- ~he bulk of tbe businen of each park. 
hi&, changes of policy are likely to be . Altogether there are . about. 8.000,00 
~C!ommended. acrea in the national parks. la com-

Tae broad question faci,!it the com- mitt" circles it is declared the parks 
!ttee is whether the national ' par~s, are to-day a -long way from being play 

of which there are about thirty, WIth placel for · the . American peoplel but 
Plore yet to be created, are to be instea~ are 80 bedged round with re­
opened up ito the American people as IItrainta and restrictions and hampered 

'e.t, free places of play and rectea- through granting Of conceuion. of 
)11 or wbether they are ,to be beld privileges. in the nature of monopolies 

virtually under lock and kef and the that much of tbeir value to the publl 
'pUblic admitted to them onl,. under ill lost. 
aharp restraints. The quelltion ill each ~ ........... ____ ..... -' 
fear becoming more important as the 
tide of automobile travel increallea apd 
the numller of villitora to tbe parkl 
ipereaseB. 
, Finds BUll' EDt ....... F ... 
: ,The com~lttee ,b .. taken mueb t .. -
Itbftrn,. on the ceneral subject of the 



FORM 1153A GRE'AT NORTHERN RAILWAY 0 - PANY 

FAST -MES AGE '·BE BRIEF 
21 WF OA M II 1925 

-
W P KENNEY 

STPAUl 

YESTERDAY AUG 10TH WITHOUT ANY WARNING AS TO WHAT HE WAS GOING TO 00 
MATHER WITH RANGERS AND MEN CAME FROM ST MARY GOING DIRECT TO SAW MILL 
SITE WITHOUT STOPPING AT HOTEL AND PROCEEDED TO WRECK SAW MILL BUILDING 
WITH 13 CHARGES OYNAMITE WHICH PARTIALLY WRECKED THE BUILDING TODAY 
GOVERNMENT MEN HAVE COMPUETLY DISMANTLED THE BUILDING S~ME DAMAGE TO 
MACHINERY rUL.L REPORT BY MAIL 

HA NOBLE 



FORM 1153A GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 

FAST MES AG"EBRIEF 
42WFPR GlACIERR-'\RK 8AM AUG II 192 5 

'I P KENNEY , 

STPAUl 

STEPHEN r~ATHER WAS AT MANY GLACIER YESTERDAY AfTERNOON AND DYNAMITED 

BUILDINGS HOLDING SAWMILL MACHINERY WI ~ GO UP TODAY AND GIVE YOU 

fULL REPORT AS QU' CKl Y AS POSS I BlE MA THER LEfT HERE lAS T N tGHr TRA IN -

fORTY fOUR STOPPING . Off AT GREATFALLS AND MOTORING TO YELLOWSTONE 

G- 9' • 

H A NOBLE 

955A 



FORM 1153 

DAY· LE 
38 wr OA M 

W P KENNEY 

STPAUL 

T NORTHERN RAILWAY MPANY 

BE BRIEF 
G LA C I ER PA R K A UG I I · I 925 

YOU~ A-II WIRED YOU ,10 PM WILL SEND YOU FURTHER PARTICULARS AS SOON AS 

POS SIB LE G -I 02 . 

H A NOBLE 

655AMI2 



FORM 1153A G T N ORTHERN RAILWAY PANY 

FA"S1 MESSAGE BE BRIEF , 

St. Paul, August 11 , 1925. 

H A Noble 

Glacier Park 

G-91. Can you not get report 'from IJany Glacier on telephone of Just what 

happened and what was damaged, who d1d 1 t and 1f we had been notif1ed to 

take out build1ngs and other par t ioulars that we would like qu1ck1y. A-ll 

Vi P Kenney 



lIr. II. J. Lines, 
Chief Spl. Agent, 
st. Paul, Minn. 

Dear S1r:-

Jlany Glacier, Mont 
August 12 1926 

Thi sis to advi se that on the afternnon of Auga.st 10th, 
at about 2.45 ~ Stephen A Mather director of the national park 
service, drove into 1Ia.ny Glacier in one of the park service cars, 
acoompm.ied by Asa't Supt J Brooks. Following them in one of the 
motor transportation busses, was Banger J J Marvell from st Mary'S 
and seven men in charge of foreman J King • . 

Director ~ 'ather stopped hi car just ea.st of t he dormitory 
where 1:ajor . A 'Velch, director of Palasades Interstate Park, New 
'Y ork, go't in and the party moved to the road In front of the hotel, 
~here t hey were met by ur Geo Heffsinger 0 f the Park Saddle Horse 
Company after a halt of a minite they proceeaed down the road 
to\?ards the saw-mill. Mr R'eff singer came back to the fr on.t of the 
hotel where he spoke to some guides who he had posted there. These 
guides six in number went up to the hitoh rack and followed the 
oars down the road. I followed soon after on a horse and caught up 
with the guides just as they were turning in on the saw-mill road. 
I bad no more than arrived when Director Mather came up from out 
of the saw-mill, and a£ter telling me of his official position he 
then ordered me from th~ grounds. I complied with his order but raced 
down to the hotel where I found ~ A J Binder the manager and advised 
him of my suspici.ons as to wh9.t was going t 0 ~ occur at the mill. 

ltr Binder and I waJ. ked' baok to the mill where we met 
JJr Mather who ordered u fran the grounds, but we refused to move 
and he called to Ass't SUpt Brooks and ordered him to put us off 
the grounds but we again refused to mo-v:e and no further move was 
made to eject us fran the saw-mill grounds. 

Foreman King wi th hi s force of men were at work in t m 
mill setting the powder preparatory to the blowing up the old 
mill building. ' The guides from the Park Saddle Horse CO were 
posted as guards at different pOints in the vicinity of the mill 
Ass't Supt Brooks supervised the work of placing the powder and 

looked after the guards while Ranger )larvell went out on to 
Lake Ic Dermott and ordered all boats ashore. 

Mr Binder questioned lIr }JS.ther's authority regarding the 
distruction of the saw-mill, and further told him that it looked 
lake grandstand play, and that 'if he was sincere in trying to rid 
the park of t he old buildings which he claimed were spoiling the 
beauty of the park, he should have demolished all the old buildings 
before the start of t he season or at the olose and not at this 
time when we had 400 or more guests in the hotel. Jill" lIa.ther replied 
that he knew what he was doing and was financial y responsible for 
his aot. He also infered that !Ir Budd had knowledge of wh9.t he was 
about to do here. He also said 'that the Hotel Co would never be 
allowed to make ar13 additional buildings at Many Glacier. He spoke 
of Mr L W Hill and said he was holding baok the progress of the park 
He said that he had notified the Hotel Co about these old buildings 
and they had done nothing so that thi s prompted him in his p" esent 
aot of distroying the sawmill. He 



,. 

• also told l1r Binder to stiok with him and he woa.ld wear diamonds and 
that 11r Hill would soon be out ot control ot the Gr.eat Northern Ry 
and the Park. 

About · 4 al J4r Brooks oame up out of the mill and advised:Mr 
)lather that the men had tinished their work and the building 
was ready to be blown up. He ()lather] told Mr Breoks that he wanted 
to touoh the fuses off himself as he wanted to assme all the 
responsibility. He then turned to Mr Binder and asked him if he 
wanted to touoh off one of the tuses. This was ignored by Mr Binder 
and he and I retreated to a plaoe of safety. It wasn't long before 
the 13 shots went off whioh did but 11tt1e damage to the building 
other than knook off a few boards off the roof and sides. It did 
not so muoh as knook the smoke stack dawn. I think the prinoipal 

.damage was done to the machinery and I think: it was .the intEll tion 
of director "rather to ruin the machinery in this building. 

r would judge fran Mr !.lather 's conversation th9.t this 
was all done because o,f a pe t sona1 grievance against Ml' Hill 'as 
he spoke of him in no kindly terms. I have also since learned. 
that he told lIl" Beck at the entrance that the blowing up of the 
mill was the anewer to the oalling down JIl' 11111 gave Kr 
Krabel SUpt ot Glaoier Park last June. 

The saw-mill was so situated that it was seldom seen 
and then only fran the lake and its appearance frCll1 the lake wasn't 
half as bad as the ranger station whioh is situated across the ' 
lake and on a well traveled train and r oe.d. Kr' Binder asked him 
why he did not go over and blow up the riulger station if he really 
wqnted to get rid ot the thiDgs that were spoiling the beauty ot the 
park and Itr lIather ' a reply was, You aean to inter that those who live 
in glass housee, shouldn't throw stones. Ill" Welch the direotor ot 
Palasades Park also agreed withEr Binder that the rangers station 
was about the worat eye sore in the park. 

The conve~sation between Mr Binder and Mr Mather whi ch 
lasted for ab rut three quarters 0 f an hour switohed £'rom one 
subject to another all of which was oarried on by lrtr Eather and I 
say from. his line of conversation and hi s acts on thi s day that he 
was mentally irresponsible, whether thi s was caused by great mental 
anger or the strain he was UDder I 8111. unable to say bUt he did not 
talk like a sane man and this .opinon was shared with me by lIr Bindel' 

I am also advised by the ranger Joe Harvell that the bUB 
ocoupied by theseven men and himselt also oontained 100 lbs ot 
d;vnam1te tuses and caps and were in the bus fran St Marys to arr:l 
Glaoier . This ordered brought up here in this bus by Asa ft Supt 
Brooks and no doubt at the instructions fran l1l" "-ather . 

Major A Welch arrived at !,IaI.\Y Glaoier some time during 
the morning ot August 10th and I understand he rode up here with 
Mr Roe Emery of the ~otor Transportation Co and made an inspeotion 
of the machinery in the saw-m1l1 be.tore it was blown up. Jil" ],lather 
in his conversation with m- Biuder stated that he had. sent hill. up 
in advanoe tor the purpose ot ascertaining the ooDdi tion am value 
ott his maohinery. . 
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The work of tearing down the building is being 
conducted by the Gove l"ment uDder the charge of Rareer 
Joe Marvell and Foreman KlIJg. The Hotel Co has made no 
objections to their work ofcO!:lpleting the job that the 
Government started o~t to do. 

R A Noble 
R G Keith 

Yours tmly. 

Tho 8 H Beagan 



GLACI PARK HOTEL C MPANY 
OPERATING HOTELS AND CHALETS IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 

" THE SWITZERLAND OF AMERICA" 

GENERAL OFFICE 
JUNE TO OCTOBER 
GLACIER PARK, MONT. 

NOVEMBER TO MAY 
GREAT NORTHERN BLDG . 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 

H . A . NOBLE, 
GENERAL MA N A GER 

Mr . • J . Lin!l. , 
Chief Spl.A ent., 
St.Paul/Min • 

Dear Sir:-

ON THE MAIN LINE OF THE 

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 

GLACIER PARK HOTEL 
MANY-GLACIER HOTEL 
GOING-TO-THE-SUN CHALETS 
TWO MEDICINE CHALETS 
CUT BANK CHALETS 
ST. MARY CHALETS 
SPERRY GLACIER CHII.LETS 
MANY-GLACIER CHALETS 
GRANITE PARK CHALETS 
BELTON CHALETS 

Many Glacier,Mhnt., 
Au .12,1925 . 

Tni., to advi~e t hat on the afternoo of Au"ust lOt J 

at about 2. 5 P1I. ,Stephen A Mather director of the nB,tiom),l park 
service I drove into 1£- .ny GleJoj er in on~ of t .e pc-,rk serv ce C f;,!, I 

acco panj.ed by Ass t.Supt.J . Brooks.Follo rri &; th .. .1 i~ o. e of the 
l.:otor Transporte,tion bU:3 J ~,\las Re.n 'er J.J.HarvI911 fro St.Mary'e 
and oeven en i1 c1arie of foreman J.Kin~. 

Director M2~ther stopped his car juet east of the domitory 
where Major W.A.v7elch,director of Pale,sades Intereta te Park , 
Ne York got in a d the party oved to the road in fron; of t e 
_J.ot el # .... I ere thEY ere . et by !!~r· . Geo .Hoffs1n '131" of th J Park Saddle 
liorse Co. fter a halt of a minute they proc eeded uo~n the road 
tow,rds the saw- ill.l:r Noff"'in",er c e back to the front of the ' 
hotel v-her he epoke to :30 e ,uides '; 0 he hB,d poste d there. These 
'uides six in n bel' went up to the hitch rack a d follo oed tIe 

cars down the road.I followed !loon aft r on a horee a d caught up 
\7ith the &;\lid e: just aa th ere turni . in on t e sa - ill road. 
I had no . or than arrived j1 n Director Mather came up fro out 
of the sa '1 - ill ~ cmd after tell in e of h:l.8 official po:si tion he 
th nord re&18 fro the ~TOUlds.I co p11 d with ~i5 ord r but rac d 
Q.~E to the hotel -; ere I found LIr .A. J .Binder the mana er ' d 
s;afi!!led h 1 of my au pecions a,s to ,"'hat as ""o in ' to occur B.t the 
ill. 

M.r . Binder and I walke d back t o th'9 1:1ill !h re e eet 
I.Jr . Mat er ho ordered u~ frOr.l the round I bu t e r efus d to move 
and ~ called to Asa't Supt.Brooks a d ord r d hi to put us eff 
the grounds but \Ie a aill refused to n:ove and 10 further move was 
.lade to eject us fro the as,w- ill &Tound • 

Foreman I i -:i th his forc of en -ere e,t vfork in th~ 
ill s ttin t e povrd r pr par~,tor to t . e blo 7i . up the old 
ill buildi • The :uides f r o_n the PSJrk Saddle or:se Co . re 

pooted as Guards t differslt points in the vicinity of the mill 
Ass ' t Supt.Brooke euperv:l. ~ed the work of ple.ci the powder and 
looked after the u:;l.rds, while Ranger Harvell ';rent out on to 
Lake Mc Dermott and ordered all boats aahitlJ!8. 



GLACI PARK HOTEL C MPANY 

GENERAL OFFICE 
JUNE TO OCTOBER 
GLACIER PARK. MONT. 

NOVEMBER TO MAY 
GREAT NORTHERN BLDG . 
ST. PAUL. MINN . 

H . A . NOBLE. 
GE N E RA L MA N AGE R 

OPERATING HOTELS AND CHALETS IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 

" THE SWITZERLAND OF AMERICA " 

ON THE MAIN LINE OF THE 

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 

(Contil1ued~ , 

GLACIER PARK HOTEL 
MANY-GLACIER HOTEL 
GOING-TO-THE-SUN CHALETS 
TWO MEDICINE CHALETS 
CUT BANK CHALETS 
ST. MARY CHALETS 
SPERRY GLACIER CH .... LETS 
MANY-GLACIER CHALETS 
GRANITE PARK CHALETS 
BELTON CHALETS 

Mr.Binder guestioned f/~ .Mat erts authority r iardini the 
distructio of t e aaw-mill,and furt er told h t at it looked 
like ,-ra dstand play ,al d that if he '1 8 sinc re j.n try1n to rid 
the park of t e old buildin s 1ch e cl~/:Lned were ~poili the 
beauty of the park, e should have de oli~~ed all the old buildi s 
b f028 t e start of t e season or at the cl03e a d not at t . is 
ti e 'lhen e had 400 fir more uests i t e hotel.Mr.Thather repli d 
that he kne7 :hat e was doin~ and 2,5 f1 nncialy reapo sible for 
hie act.He also inf red that Mr.Budd ad kno .ledge of what he was 
about to do here.He also said that the Hotel Co ~ould ever be 
allowed to ake any additional buildi GS at Many Glacier.He spoke 
of !r.L.I.Hill q d sa,id he w~,s holdin ,' back t e pro~re s of the park 
H sai that he had notified the Hot 1.Co,about theee old bu1ldin s 
and they had do e nothin so that th1e pro pted hi in his present 
act of distroyi ~ the saw- ill.He also told Mr.Bi der to ztick with 
him ~nd e 70uld wear di onde and t at Mr.Hill ould oon be out 
of control of t e Great NorthernRy and the Park. 

About 4 HAl ~r.Brook~ c e up out of the ill and adviaed 
N'.tr . Mather that the l:len had fini~hed their -lork and the buildin/j; 
Vla8 re~,dy to be blo\vn up,He (Mather) told Mr .Brook tee ~ anted 
to touch the fU 3es off hin elf a e ~a ted to assume all t e 
responsibility.He the turned to Mr.Bi d r a d ask hi if le 
v'anted to touch off one of fuses. This Vias i ·nored by l.:Ir ,i3 'nder 
and he and I retreated to a place of safty.lt wa~n't 10 before 
the 13 hots rent off v:hich did but little d~ a 'e to t e buildin 
ot er than knock off a few boards off the roof and sidee.lt did 
ot eo uch ae k ock the ~oke tack down.I think the principal 

cia a e was done to t e ma,chin ry a,nd I think it as the i tent10n 
of director Mather to ruin th achin ry jn t~is build:!. 

I "{-ould jttd~e from 'I.r, ~~at .. or' s conv~rse.tion t B,t t is 
as £I,ll don becau~e of a perso a~ rip,va,nce a. 0.1 :;t Mr.!!1l1 a,e 

he spoke of h in no kindly ter s.I ave al 0 ncp l pe r ed 
t at told 1lt!r .Beck at t Entr~nc e t1..t the blo:1 up of t e 
u1ll ~a3 the answer to the call1n do\'m t at ~r tRill avp. Mr. 
l<rabel Supt.of Glac:i.er Park,flaat June. 

The sa\7-r.ill n~.5 so :situated t s,t it VIas :::eldoll !!Ieen 
and then only froT']' the l,ake and it ppearo.nce frOl:l the lake 
as tt half a bad as the ran ,er statio ~:Lch is situated 

across the lake and on a well traveled trail a d road. 
( OVer) 
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GLACI PARK HOTEL MPANY 
OPERATING HOTELS AND CHALETS IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 

" THE SWITZERLAND OF A JlfERICA " 

GENERAL OFFICE 
JUNE TO OCTOBER 
GLACIER PARK, MONT. 

NOVEMBER TO MAY 
GREAT NORTHERN BLDG . 
ST. PAUL, MINN. 

H . A . NOBLE, 
GENERA L MANAGER 

ON THE MAl N LI NE OF THE 

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 

(C ontj.l1UI') crl 
(3 ) 

GLACIER PARK HOTEL 
MANY-GLACIER HOTEL 
GOING-TD-THE-SUN CHALETS 
TWO MEDICINE CHALETS 
CUT BANK CHALETS 
ST. MARY CHALETS 
SPERRY GLACIER CH.II.LETS 
MANY-GLACIER CHALETS 
GRANITE PARK CHALETS 
BELTON CHALETS 

1~ .Binder 8,sked hi why he did not 0 over and blo up the 
ran ar station if he realy wanted to ~Jt I' d of t e t in 3 that ere 
spoilini the beauty of the pB,rk e,nd !.'l:r .Mather ' s reply was. You 
~ean to infer that tho e who live in a 'ln a ouse shouldn't throw 
5tones. 'Pl'. w.... the director of Palasades Park loa rree d iVi th 
Mr,Binder that the ran a I'S station was about t e or~e eye sore in 
the park. 

The conversation bet een 1,!r .Binder and Mr .Mather whic 
la.sted for about three quarters of an hour s itched fro one 
subject to another all of which was carried on by Mr.Mathers and I 
say fro his line of conver~ation a d his acte on this dayJthat he 
was entaly irresponsible ,whether this VUU5 cs,used by great lental 
an -er or the strain he was under I an una,ble to say but he did 
not ta,lk like a SEme lan c:md this opnion was shared wi th me by 
~U' . Bi ndel'. 

I a alao a.dvised b~ t:1 ran -er Joe Harvell that t.he 
bus occupied by the Beven· en and hi· self also co tain~d 166 Ibs 
of dYIW ite fuse~ and caps and W6r~ in the bus fro St.Marys to 
]a G1Eci r.Thie ordered brou"ht up er ntis buo by Ass ' t 
Supt.Brooks 2nd no dou ht (3,t the in tructionsfrom Mr.:Mather . 

:I Jor VI . A. Welsh arrived at l1any Glacipr so e ti· e 
duri - the o1'n1n- of Au"'u~t lOt.h,cmd I undrJ:'sts.nd e rode up 
ere with ].[1' .Roe ]b ry of t e Motor Tra,nspol't".tioll Co, and ade 

a,n inepect ion of the a,chinery in the saw-, ill b ... fore it a.s 
blown up.Mr.Mather i his cOl1vel'sC',t:ton with Mr .Bt del' ~t ... ted 
the he ad s€nt hil up here jn ~dvance for the purpo~e of 
asc ~rtainini the condition and value of this ·achinery. 

The ~ork of tearin ... do n the building jn bein~ 
conducted by the Gover' ent und~r the charge of RanCeI' 
Joe Harvell and Fore a Kin".The Hotel Co has ad ... no 
obj ect jon!! to their work of co pleting the job that the 
Governcent started out to do. 

Cy,Mr.H.A.Noble 
1,::r.R. G .Kei the 

Yours truly ~ 

~-v://~/ ,J 
. ( 



GLA I Z _ :: A • K H 0 ~ E L COL: l? A ". Y. 

Mr. I • • • enney , 
Great l!orthern HailvTay , 
at . Paul , 1.in11. 

Dear 3ir: 

Glacier "-"ark , I\:ont .. Aug. 12th, 1925. 

... {eferring to my telegram to you of August 
11th with reference to the .. Trecking of the r.:any Glacier saw­
mill building by jtephen ~ather . 

1 r . Mather in company vlith I.:ajor f . A. 
le lch, Director of the Palasades .interstate }ark, ·,ew York, 

were on the west side oi' the ark and carne over Logan Pass to 
&111 Camp staying there the night of August 9th. On lionday he 
went to St . Mary and l1any Glaci er • At at . Lary they were met 
by J . P . Brooks, Assistant Snperintendent Hat lonal Park Service, 
with siz men and a foreman brought over from fire-fighting crew 
at Be lton and went direct to sa\wnill site at :any Glacier with­
out stopping at hotel to notify us what he intended to do, ar-
riving there between three and four 2 .. He,had already 
ordered Park Saddle Horse Company to have five guides with horses 
meet him at Many Glacier. The ark ja.ddle Horse CompalW pre-
sumed that they were being drafted for a fire-fighting crew, ~he 

guides were placed as guards at different points around the saw­
mill to warn tourists and, to keep them away from sawmill site ac-
count ballasting. One ranger was in a row-boat on the lake to 
keep tourists away from that direction . The six men and fore­
man broug~t over from Belton superintended by J . ? Broo~, pro­
ceeded to place dynamite on the supporting posts of the saw-mill. 
building. Thirteen shots were exploded , but they were poorly 
plaoed , as only portion of sides blew out and one corner Of build-
ing fell in. }toof and smoke stack did not fall in. 'r . .Lather 
was directing the operat ion and stood at a distance watching the 
performanoe . The crew of six men and the foreman in charge 01' 
Rancer Harvell are completing the wrecking Of the b-ui1ding and 
piling up the lumber . We are letting them go ahead wi th the Vlork. 
The machinery will be taken out and away from the old site and moved 
to another point , which 1 am unable to say where it will be. ~he 
machinery apparently was not damaged to a great extent , but upon 
closer investigation it may be found that some damage was done and 
also that so~e damage may be done during the process of removing the 
machinery . 

Manager Binder and Special Agent egan after 
learning what was about to take place , went over to the sawmill to 
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protect against destroying our property . 'L'hey were met by 
}!r. Mather who shook hands with I\_r ~ Binder and fu.r . Binder asked 
him if he realized what he was do ing , to Which he replied as 
follows: "Yes, if any financial loss 1 can stand it" and 
then ordered l.r . Binder and I egan off the site . Both refused 
to go saying they h&d. a right to be there . He then ordered 
Brooks to show them off the ground . Brooks proceede to take 
Regan by the arm but egan pushe him away and Binder told egan 
not to go until he (Mr . Binder) told hlln to go . 

After this and while they were \-vaiting for 
the men to place the dynamite charges t 1:..r . :kather carried on 
qui te a conversation wi th lIr . Binder, Which was something as 
follows: 

,~ther - Ie will not stand for any addi-
tions to buildings . 

Binder - I di d not know the Hotel Company 
were going to make any additions • 

• lather - Yes , they are , I heard so from 
gllests . 

Binder Did you notify arwone of your 
intentions to wreck the building? 

Mather - res, Budd is with me and knows 
about i'ti. 

Binder - Just who did you notify and when? 
llather - notified Hotel "'ompany last summer 

at MaQY Glacier Hotel. 
Binder - Iho did you tell about it? 
lather - my speech at the ..cany Glacier Hotel 

last SUJl1Ttler . 

Among other things , Mather made the following 
remark: '1 . 1. Hill is through. .!i'rom now on you are g'9ing 
to work for a difI'ereut class 0 f people. 1'"ollow us and you will 
wear diamonds" . He said that he had orders :t'rom Washingt on not 
to pay any attention to L . ':1 . lillI , that they that are at 7ashing­
ton will not even answer 1 . • Hill's telegrcllns . 

Mather also made the following remark: 
"I want t o touch this off myself . If there 

is anyone go i ng to jail , I am the oneil. He also statea. that he 
had not even infonned l:r . L.raebel 01' his intentions to wreok "the 
building and that he wi ll have his men tear down t e remainder of 
the building, pile the lumber , etc., and if a budget could not 
stand x'or the expense, he would raise the money himsel:r . 

Mr . lliather seemed very nervous , talked very 
eratioml and said a great many other things . After the show was 

over he returned directly to GlaCier ark Hotel and left on the 
midnight train for Great Ji"'alls and Yellowstone . lWidently every­
thing was arranged for in advance , the bringing over ox' lihe men 

from Belton and the arrangi ' for saddle- horses at Many Glacier . 
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rhe only thing that I can l~n' in our 
files from the l;ational .Park Service in regard t o the old 
sawmill buildings , is i n a letter dated May 28 I 1924 from 
llr . 1traebel to 't .. r . !foble which reads in p:.rt as follows: 

"I lant also to di scu ss the disposi ti on 
to be l1'l.9.de 01' the old sawmill which still stands at l1any 
Glac i er in a co ns picuou s place . It I oan not fi nd that 
any reply had been made to thi s ." nd to my knowledge this is 
the only mention that I have seen regarding the sa\wnill build­
ing . 

I presume we VI ill ]:)ave to find some sui t­
able pl ace for the sawmill maohinery after it i s removed from 
the savllni11 pla.nt . I believe 'we could find ro om for it 
in one Of the other three buildings Which still stand which 
house our surpl us material . 

I 10uld like to have you advise me regard­
ing the storage Of the machinery or what other act ion to take. 

AAA- ' . 

P . s. -

l.ours very liruly , 

c1M:I ueneral l:anager . 

I am enclosing snapshots taken 01' the sa\~il1 building 
shortly after the e -plosion. 

- ,~ 
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GLACIER SAW MILL DYNAMITED 
BY NATIONAL PARKS DIRECTORI 

Mather Overrules Hotel.Management, Claiming 
Old Building Detracts From Scenic Effect; 

Will Survey Yellowstone Area 

Tribune's Glacier Park Bureau. explosivf'~ and fUAes werp obtain{'d Rnd 
Glacier Park.-Himself Iightinjt the CQmmenred. :\Innagt'r Bind!'r. of the 

fu!>e to tire first of Ii battery · of 13 llany Glaciers hotel, IIppeared Rnd 
l'ilorg{'s of TXT. Stephen A. llather, made protest Rgain!>t any move for the< 
director .of thl' Mtional park service, destruction of the building, but Di 
:\Ionday caused the dl'struction of an rector :\[athpt rt'lnained obqtinate an 
old sawmill building at the edge of in a short timt' -t!JP ,"ut side of thfl 
lkDermott lake, a mill which had mill building waS blo"'n out. ThE' men 
been u"ed in the preparation of mote- were ordpl'ed to \1'111' ~Iowll the balance 
I'illl for thp prectiQD of the large hotel (\f thp strurturp Tilpsday morning and 
at lfany Glaciers. . !\Jr. lin thf'r tht'n Mt'irlt>d to let th 

This action upon the part of thl' di- othe building RlllDd with the I'xppctatio 
rector was taken because of the failure that they will be removed by the hotel 
of the hotel ('ompany to remove this company without further action hy thE 
and other buildings which 1111'. Mather llark servil'l'. . 
felt was S'p~i~ing the beauty of the pa.rk !\[r. :\Iather. who cllmp into the park 
IU ti!e VIClUlt)' of. the hotel. . Whi!e last Friday night. rl'maining with hi 
cr0881u, the 'Park ID company WIth hI!! party lit B{'lton. went out on the lir( 
daUJl!ter. Miss Bertha F. :\lather and lines about thl' firt'~t fire then ragin 
htr cJaslIIDate, 1\1is!! lIarril't .Gilbert, of near Apgar. On .Saturday the part 
Harnsbu.rg, Penn.. and l\IaJ~r \V. A. traveled bv auto to tbe end I'If t'h 
Welcb._dl1'ector of Pulas.ades l~nterBtate present road leading Ull toward Loglln 
park •. N~w York, he adVIsed thIS ~cheme pass from where they took sadd~ 
of rid dinA' the park of Objectlonabl~hOl'Be!! to ' tbl'! bureau of public rOlltls structuI'es. ,. 

calling to hi!! aid Assistant liIuperin- camp on the New. Logan Pass highway, 
teuden.t Brooks. of Gla.('l·er park, a. n where they rema~ned over night. On 
Foreman King. witb a torce ot men,. nday they cros8ed tbe pass to Suu 
the work...of..J!etting..the...powder was' amp, then by boat to St. Mary, anti 

iii 1 ,Oil up to :\Inny Glacier, coming Into 
Glacier Hark hotel iIi time for a late 
dinner Monday IWl'ninlJ. which was 
made a birthday affair in celebration 
of the 11lth birthday of Miss Mather. 

Tiley IE'ft Gla('ier park at midnight 
for Great FaIls. where they will be met 
by 1\11' •. Mather'" automobile, recently 
brought there from Los Angeles. in 
which they will travl'l tbrough to Yel­
lowstone park Tu('sday In YellolV-

tone W'ednesday will be commenced 
a tour of tbat park and several other 
porkR of tbe weet by the commiasion 
nppoint{'d by tnembl'rs of Prl'l!id{'nt 
~oolidg{,'1f cabinl't to inveRtigate the 
)ropoIIl'd I'xtension of Yellowstont! 
park. the Grond Canyon park, and the 
Ro('ky lIollnt ain Ilark and the proposed 
Cliff City park. nl'nr 8ltnta Fe, whi .. h 
extensions must hI'! mndl' from nll­
lionol forpst. Th'R commISSIon is 
('om posed of Dr. Ilpnry 'reJlIllle of 
Ppnnsylvani/l OR chairmltn: Colonl'l 
Grel'ley of the for{'st 8eni('e, Director 
t'Iather of the park lIervice, Maj. W. 
A. Welch and Charles Sheldon of New 
;York. Thill commission will alllo take' 
!Up tbe lIubject · of co-ordination be-

wilen the forellt and·. park service. 
1);~ ..... ,.~ .. '"'-.~- --

the '.e'COnlmOiafioil 
that it had Dot 00-

servpd his dellires for the removlli of 
unsightly buildings and thiN led to his 
rather s~pcta('ular action of MondllY. 

Slll'akmg of the J.ogan Pus high­
WilY, now under ('onstruction, and for 
whi('h about $800,000 has been appro­
[prided thi" YE'ar, in addition to $35,-
000 bpinr; I'xppndl'd iu ·the .. nn"t",,,.­
tion of 1\ highway up Two MediebJ. 

l' WE'lqh lltated t\lllt tll"l 
the ,rpatest' avenu~ lof 

in tRe northwest. 
the completio:n ef tl 

,." RAid Dtreator 

hot!'l 
Marl, with ChaJ.e~~ ~ tAtp 
pasl 01' under 0.& Jell of the 

to take l'llT!' of the motorist who 
desire accommodations or who 

be ('aught out in a stOl'lD." 
he 1.ognn PIlSS highway should be' 

~ompleted in two years, if coDllre.~!I 
~rovide the nel'deu funds, aDd it 

be ready for the traffic of rh(' 
season of '1928. We have a IIlIleqdid 
contractor on the west sidl', ~o ~!18 
done excellent work on the Pacific 
roads and who is working under the 
direction of the bureau of l'ubli1;: 
roods. To my notion thl!! ie thej, fin­
pst piece of work eYer condncteo by 
th .. bureau." 

'Vhl'n asked if any further improve­
ment work is under contemplaticro for 
Glacier park, Director Mather coupt­
ered with the query, "Isn't this 
enough? We have got this bi,- job 
started with mon!'y stripped from 
the oOher parks and I think tha't with 
the faith tbe appropriations oommittee 
of congrl'ss has in us we will be able 
to continue with the work." '----
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FORM 1153A -~T NORTHERN RAILWA'¥ MPANY 

FAST- MESSAGE BE BRI 

w. .. RenneJ 
Oare Oar A- 1 
Train No. 3 Ollt of here last night. 

S:i! • .Paul, Inn. , AaglUlt 12, 1925 9a001Jl 

Bob1e wires from l'ark 1'lst&rdny ~s ;follows. Q!1Ote . Yesterday August 10th !thollt any 
warnin~ as to what he _s lng to do Mather with rangers and men oame from st . MarJ 
going direct to '.. .:tl1 81 t& wi thOl1t IS toppln s. t Hotel and proceed. to wreck saw 
mill bailding with thirteen oharges 4yDamlte whioh par~la1l1·wreeked the bllildlng. 
Today. govermnent Q8n have oon.pletely dlcmantlod the luldl123. ,jOn» dama~ to rnaohi%J8ry. 
full report by mall . EJld ql1Ote . B-6 

o. lip . rembly 



FORM 1153A .... NORTHERN RAILWAY CO" "":)ANY 

FAST MESSAGE BE BRIEF 
29-V R 8R ST PAlll 915AMAUG 12-1925 

V! P KErJNEY 

CARE CAR A-I TRAIN rJC 3 ('liT ST PAUL LAST fJlGtlT 
• 

~lCBLE VllRES Fr{ct1 I-'ARK YESTERDAY AS FC'Ll.nJS. QtJeTE YESTERDAY AUGI)ST ICTtI 

V! IrlC'IJT ArJY ':JARl\lING AS TC '!JllAT liE ~JAS GC ING TC DC f1ATtIER WITlI RANGERS AND 

'~EtJ CAME FRCL1 ST t>.-lARY GC'ING DIRECT H S/\~J r1ILL SITE VJITllC'lJT STePPING AT 

:lCT EL Arm PRC CEEDED TC '.'/RECK SA'll M ILL_ au I LD I NG ~J I nl T HI rn EEN ClIARGES DYNAr·ll T E 

VI' IC'1 PARTIALLY Ii/RE CKED T~lE F3tJILDING. TCDAY GC'VEf<rJrlE1JT ~J1ErJ WIVE CC'MPLETELY 

JISi\.1AfHLED TilE B'JILDIfJG. SCHE DAMAGE TC rlAC:lIrJERY , FULL REPCRT BY f:lAIL. END 

QUCTE. B-SIX 

C tI T R D.18 L Y 



FORM 1153A 4T NORTHERN RAILWAY C" PANY 

"FAST MES AGE 

113 WF RO Sy 

C H TRD.1BLY 

STPAUL 

8-25. WISH YOU WOULD 

A-18. 

W P KENNEY 4<-J..8P 

BE BRIEF 



FORM 1153A GR - NORTHERN RAILWAY cr PANY 

FAST MESSAGE BE BRIEF, 

W. i . Kezmey 
Care Oar A-I 
Glaoier Park. ontaua. 

BaYe lOtl,$ leUer fro Asm:.um. dated 12th. emloalng snap shots in regerd to 

Many Gl ier saw lll. Aesume J.zrj:m bas seen yOll and will be you oopy ot 

his letter. ill hold le "tar here in oase YOll wish any thine done with it 

here • .B-25 

o. H. ~rembly 
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