
FORM 1153A GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

FAST MESSAGE BE BRIEF 
St . Paul , inn ., September ~l , 1 2~ . 

T D J{cllahon - Glacier l'ark , Mont.ana . 

While in Glacier Park sug~est you look over all Sun Cump build­
in~s with view to i r.lproviIli; inside and out . Bed rooms ahould be finished 
wi th rough boards and compo sarne as Many Glaciex' bedroom,s , and about hal! 
r ooms at Two Hedicine'should ,;.lso be treated Sa.T!le way . Al so look over 
both hotels and make recommendations as to puintin. and'creosoting to pre­
s erve outside woork work . Aleo inspect lobby , kitchen . dinin6: room f l oors 
of two bi~ hotels and Sun Ca.mp . Will ,,0 over. othe r detail 's wi tIl you when 
you return to St . Pa.ul . 

Louie W Hill . 
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1153A GREAT ORTH~RN RAILWAY COMPA Y 

FAST MESSAGE B BRIEF 
St . Paul , Minn ., September 11 , IJ25 . 

A A Azman - Glacier Park , Kontana . 

-
Someone reported you intended teari~ down chalets on 

south side f lake at Sun Camp . Don ' t do this . 
/ 

LouiD W Hill . 
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DAY LETTER 
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BE BRIEF 
GLACIER PARK SEPT 12 [ r j 

)1:;). I---

YOURS 11TH WILL NOT 00 A YTHING WITH CHALETS ON ISLAND AT SUN CA MP. 

A A ASZMANN 

1240 P 



S ATE OF MON~ANA, 
: SSe 

County of Glacier. ) 

A. J. EIlf.DER, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

I am the Manager of the 1mny Glaciers Hotel in Glacier 

Park, Montana, and I have been so employed by the Glacier ..Park 

Company since 1921. 

On August 10, 1925, I as at the tmny Glaciers Hotel 

when Mr. Roe Emery, of the Transportation Company, advised me tha.t 

1~. Mather and party were going to the Glacier ~rk Hotel Company ' s 

saw-mill, which is about a quarter of a mile from the hotel. I 

was advised in regard to this about 2:30 in the afternoon, and then 

Mr. T. B. Reagan, a special agent, came to me and advised that he 

had been at the mill and that Mr. Stephen T. Mathet • the Director 

of rks, was at the mill and was going to blow it up. I pro-

ceecled with Mr. Rea.gan to the mill and met l.fr. Mather there. The 

first thing I asked him was whether he knew what he was dOing, and 

he replied, "Yes," adding, "and I am financially responsible for 

what I am doing," which latter .remark he repeated at least a dozen 

times during the conversation which followed. I said to him, "If 

you want to blow up the building, why not do it in the Fall or 

the Spring of the year? Uhy wait till we have a house full of 
told him 

people?" and/that I thought it was nothing but a spectacular stunt, 

a grandstand play. Then he pointed to Mr. Reagan and said, "I 

ordered you off; get of :f. If I said to Reagan, "You stay right 

there until I tell you to go ,It Then Mr. Mather ordered me to 

leave, and I told him that I had as much right there as he had and 

I would not leave. He then directed Assistant lark Superintendent 

Brooks to put us off, and 1~. Brooks took 1~. Reagan by the arm, 

and I told him the second time not to go until I told him to leave. 

and Reagan pushed Brooks away, and they made no further effort 

to put us off. 

Brooks then went to the mill and I engaged in conversation 
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with Mr . :~ther , and he said the Hotel Company was not going to 

put an addition to their buildings there either , pointing toward 

the hotel building, and I told him I did not even know they con­

templated doing it . " e l l ," he said, "I was informed by some of 

the tourists that they were thinking about building." He said 

that he had notified the company to take down the buildings at the 

saw-mill . I asked him who he notified, and he said , "Didn ' t you 

hear my speeoh in the grille at the l.~ny Glaoiers Hotel l ast summer?" 

And I said, ffThat speeoh was to tourists. Tf " .ell ," he said, " that ' s 
~ 

when I told you." 

The speeoh to which he referred was delivered in the 

summer of 1924, at whioh time he asked that we give notice that 

he would make a speech, by putting a notice to that effect on the 

blackboard, and we did so. I did not hear the speech, but a£ter 

the speech was delivered he asked me if I had heard his speech, and 

I told him NO, that I was busy upstairs keeping people from making 

a noise going down the stairs, so that the audience could hear him. 

He then told me that in the speech he had referred to the saw-mill 

buildings and had said that he wondered whether A~. L. W. Hill -l eft 

construction buildings about the mansion whioh he built in st. laul, 

and he said that this was his way of coming back against 1~. Hill 

for criticisms which he understood Mr. Rill had made against him 

in Spokane that Spring. 

Going back to the conversation at the saw-mill, I said, 

"If you want to blow up a building, go over and look at your 

ranger station, which is aoross the lake, whioh looks worse than 

our saw-mill building ever did. " lI1r. Mather said, ' f 'ell, I haven ' t 

seen it," and Major 'eloh said, "It looks bad. " And M'r. Mather 
~ 

then said, "You mean that people who live in glass houses shouldn ' t 

throw stones. ' f and I said, " osi ti vely. 'f e then sat down on 

some oord-wood, and Mr. Mather would talk at times about the saw­

mill and t times breaking in with other subjects, such as Crater 

Lake Park, and routing people in here from the east by boat to 

Duluth and out here on train, and nbout I~ . "" "w.;Jor "'elch interesting 
2 



Jewish hiking parties in New York making the Park, and then his 

conversation drifted to the forest fire at Belton; he said he had 

been ov r there and men fighting the fire and women helping the 

men, and other subjects, drifting back every once in a while to 

the saw-mill . He appeared to me nervous and walked around from 

time to ti e . 

During his conversations about the saw-mill he said that 

I would not be working for Mr . Hill very long, and that "If you 

stick by us you will be wearing diamonds." 

£resently Assistant Superintendent Brooks passed by and 

Mather called to him, If re you 'ready?" and Brooks replied, 'fNot 

quite." Then Mather said, "Let me know when you are ready because 

I want to touch them off myself." Finally Mr . Brooks advised him 

that he was ready, and Mather turned to me and said, "Do you want 

to touch one off?" And I said , "lio , you are doing it . 1f And he 

walked off, and he made the remark then, "If there is anybody going 

to jail, I am going to jail," and he went down and touched it off . 

Reagan and I counted thirteen shots , and when e were 

looking it allover after it was done, I said to 1Ia th er, "How look 

at the building! It looks worse than it ever did. " He said, 

"That ' s all right , my men lill -tear it down in the morning, pile 

the lur;lber up nicely and sa/lvage it." Then I said to him, " y 

use dynamite? 

it was?" 

h not come in a~tear the building down the way 

1925 . 

1I0~ic--0~~e of !.lontana; 
Residing at Great Falls , Montana . 
!~ Commission e~pires December 31, 1926. 



STA~E OF MOHTAUA, 
: SSe 

County of Glacier.) 

¥. E. BOOME.!, being first duly s iorn, deposes and says : 

I am employed as a driver on one of the automobiles for 

the Glacier ark Transportation Company in Glacier Park, and have 

been employed as such in Glacier Park during this season of 1925. 

I was regularly working driving the automobile busses on the East 

Side of the ~ark, but on the night of August 7th I took the train 

to Belton to drive busses on the roads on the' est Side , this 

being a special assignment for me, and I worked there just one 

day, which was August 8th. 

I went to work about eight o ' clock in the morning of 

that day, and brought my ' bus to the depot, where my passengers 

were loaded, and then I started into the ~rk, stopping at the 

registry station. When I came to the registry station there 

were two cars there ahead of me; the first one was just getting 

ready to pullout. ~hen I stopped my car I heard a man, who was 

Stephen T. Mather, call to a woman, who was in charge of the 

registration office, to stop the first car which was just ready 

to pullout, saying that he wanted to make a speech to them before 

they pulled out. He spoke to her in a very rough voice. Then 

this man, Stephen T. Mather, stepped up and talked to the poo pIe 

in the first car, talking to them ~bout five to ten minutes. He 

spoke to the driver of the motor t bus and told him to I'kill" the 

engine,'lhich the driver did, but, as it is a kind of car on which 

the engine does not "die" quickly, it did not die at once, and Mr. 

Mather, in a commandinbway, a~ain directed that the engine be 

killed. After he had finished talking to the people in the first 

car he then spoke to the people in the second car for about five 

o· ten minutes, and then talked to the people in my car for about 

the saoe length of time. I did not hear all of his conversation 

/"?7.£ to the people in the other car, but I judge from the drift of it 

7/; ~-cr 8 , · 1 



that it was the same as what he said to the people in my car. 

To the people in my car he said in substance, briefly. 

that he was Stephen T. lmther, Director of all the Hutio al larks , 

and that he wanted to make a speeoh to them; that he had just 

arrived and had had a poor trip on the Great Northern in Dakota . 

oriticising the service on the railroad in some way that I do not 

recall . He said that his daughter and 1~ . Kraebel, the Superintend-

ent of Glacier National rark, had been fighting fires, and that his 

daughter had been cooking for the men that were fighting the fires 

and that she had wanted to stay until the £ires were out; that the 

Superintendent, Mr . Kraebel , was a very capable man to manage parks 

and that he had brought him from Haiwaii ; that 1~ . Louis Hill thought 

that he (;~. Hill) was running the ?ark and that this was a detriment 

to the ~rk, but that there was a company in aShington, D. C. , 

called the National lark Service that was running the parks. 

r thought that he had finished and started to crank the 

engine, so as not to delay my passengers, when he pointed his finger 

at me and said, T'Don ' t crank that engine, " and said a few words 

more to the people in the car, and then started to talk to the 

people in the £ourth car as I was pulling out . 

Some of the passengers in my coach commented on what he 

said; they did not directly criticize him or say that they were 

surprised at him, but they did say that they thought that a person 

in his position should talk about the parks, and about the park that 

they i ere to see, and not so much about where he got the superintend­

ent, or what he and his family were dOing, or about his trip out 

there. 

I did not notioe that he was particularly e~cited or that 

there was anything the matter with his manner, e~cept that he was 

rough in his manner and he seemed a~ious to impress people ith 

who he was and 

Subscribed and 



STATE OF .J.!ONTAUA, ) 
• • 

County of Glacier. ) 
s.s • 

GEORGE w. nOFFSINGER, being first duly sworn, deposes 

and says: 

I am the President of the Park Saddle Horse Company, 

with headquarters, during the tourist season, at Glacier Eark, 

Montana. 

I do not remember the date nor the day when stephen T. 

Mather blew up the Glacier ~rk Hotel Company ' s saw-mill near the 

Many Glaciers Hotel of the Glacier Park Hotel Company, but I 

remember the occasion. I remember that the evening before I 

telephoned to him at Going-to-the-Sun Camp from MAny Glaciers 

Hotel. I had previously met him at the entrance, and he mentioned 

nothing about his intention to blow up the saw-mill. I called 

him up at the "Sun" Camp because when Park Officials are in the 

~rk, it is .our custom to watch for them and see if anything can 

be done for them. I asked him in this phone conversation where 

he was going to be, and he told me that he would be at Many Glaciers 

the ne~t day about three o ' clock in the afternoon, and that for 

me to have six of my best men available for him, and I told him I 

would, but he did not tell me for what purpose he wanted them. 

Sometline between three and four o ' clock the ne~t afternoon he 

arrived at Many Glaciers. I was standing at the entrance of the 

hotel at the time and I saw him stop on the road some distance 

off; he did not come up to the hotel. He motioned for me to come. 

I went over to him and he told me to send my men up to the saw-mill, 

and I directed them to go with him. r went up there in my car, 

following the men, some five or ten minutes later. I had no idea 

what he was going to do. When I arrived there some of the men 

were stationed at pOints on the trails leading to the saw-mill, 

and he said to me that he was going to blow up the saw-mill and 

that he wanted my men stationed at the trails tO,keep people away 
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so that they would not get hurt. He said he dfd not want my men 

to know what ~as going on or to hear anything, that he was doing 

this himself. I told him that a thing like that oouldn ' t very well 

be kept quiet and that what he was doing would oertainly be known. 

He said that it oertainly would be known, and that when he got to 

Glaoier ParK Hotel he was going to give it to the newspapers himself , 

mentioning the Great Falls Tribune. 

hen I arrived at the saw-mill, Speoial Agent T. H. Reagan 

was already there, and I heard l~. Mather, in a oommanding voioe, 

order him to leave . Also while I was at the saw-mill I heard Mr . 

Mather direot Joe Harvell, a park ranger, to go out on the lake and 

keep boats away from the shore near the mill. 

1~. Mather then told me that he wished that r would go 

back to the hotel, where his daughter was, so as to see that no 

harm oa e tomher. I then left for the hotel and some time there-

after I heard several blasts or reports from the direction of the 

mill. 

Subsoribed and sworn to 

&~k~/~ ____ 
before me this 12th day of Septecber, 1925. 
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No~io for the state of Montana; 
Residing at Great Falls , Montana. 
My Commission e~pires December 31, 1926 . 
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