
S!PATE OF MOnT fA, ) . . 
County of Glaoier. ) 

ss • 

SIDlffiY D. RICHARDSON, being first duly sworn, deposes 

and says: 

I am employed in Glacier Eark, Montana, as one of the 

guides of the Park Saddle Horse Company, and have been employed as 

such this season since the 4th of July, and have been employed 

similarly in Glaoier EBrk during seven or eight seasons last past. 

I do not remember the e~act day of the week nor the e~act 

date when the Glacier lark Hotel Company ' s saw-~ill near the Many 

Glaciers Hotel is said to have been blown uP. but I recall that it 

was in the early part of August of this year that I remember clearly 

the oooasion of the e~plosions. I oannot keep traok of the dates. 

On that day in the morning the foreman of the Saddle Horse 

Company, Mr. Kegler, told me to report near the Many Glaciers Hotel 

ith some other of the guides; he said Mr. :Mather was ooming and 

for us to stick around. Sometime after two o ' olock in the after-

noon we received instructions from Mr. Noffsinger to go to the saw-

mill. ~e ent on the road to the saw-mill, which is about a 

quarter to a half a mile from the hotel, and upon our arrival there 

Joe Harvell, one of the park rangers, came up and told us to take 

positions on the trails leading to the saw-mill, and I went out on 

the trail towards Lake Josephine and stood at the bridge about a 

quarter of a mile from the saw-mill, and at this point I heard the 

eJeplosions. 

that trail. 

lJY instruotions were to keep people from coming do n 

I staid there about two hours. 

Just as I was starting for my horse I saw Mr •. Reagan, the 

Special Agent, come up, and Mr. Harvell said to him, in substanoe, 

"You are not wanted here; turn your horse around and ride away from 
~ 

here." Just then 1~. 1~ther, the head qf the ?arks, arrived and 

told Mr. Reagan to get off the grounds, that he was not wanted 

there, and I think that Tom (Reagan) said, "Yes, sir; " and .Mr. Mather 
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tpen said, If Do you kno who I am?" and Hr . eagan said, "Yes, ir. It 

and Mr . Matner then added, If I am Director of the 1Parlt:s. 1f I thought 

he was angry at the time; his hurried manner as he came up, and 

his voice and his l anguage as he spoke indicated to me that he was 

in rather an angry mood. Mr . eagan then left and I went to my 

position on the trail, as stated. 

!J~~&J0A~ 
Sub cribed ~nd s orn to before me t~~day of September , 1925 . 
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S~ATE OF I.IOH~ :.tA, ) . . 
County of Glaoier. ) 

SSe 

AUBREY L. CHA.2LIn t being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

I am employed as a ' bus driver for the Glaoier ~rk Transpor­

tation Company in Glaoier .Park, Montana, and have been employed as 

such throughout the season of 1925, since June 15th. 

l~ Test Lamme street, Bozeman, Montana. 

I live at 

I was regularly employed on the roads on the east side 

of the ~rk, but on August 7th, I think that was the date, I was 

ordered to go to Belton to drive a bus on the roads in the Eark 

from the ~e stern entranoe, and I took the train that night and 

arrived at Belton that night . Mr. Stephen T. 'Mather , Director of 

~rks, arrived at Belton on the same train. 

The ne~t morning I went to work about eight o'clock, and 

loaded up my ' bus with passengers and had gotten as far as the 

ranger station, where the passengers going into the park are 

registered, and the lady in charge there came down to the ' busses 

to have the passengers sign up. I think driver Donahue was ahead 

of me, and that my, ' bus was ne~t to his, and I think that driver 

Jackson was the third in line and that Boomer was the fourth; r 

don ' t remember who the fifth driver was. There were five busses 

in line. 

"hen I arrived at the registration station I stopped my 

engine and Mather came down and started to talk to the passengers, 

and I got out of the oar and had taken the crank out of the boot 

so as to be ready to start the car when he would finish, and I was 

standing in front of the car with the crank in my hand, and he 

pointed a finger at me and said, very abruptly and harshly, "Don 't 

you start that motor; I want to talk to these people a while, " and 

then he mumbled something else, but I could not get it. 

In the oourse of his talk to the passengers he said that 

he was the irector or Superintendent of all the national ~arkB and 

that he and Mr. Kraebel had been fighting fires all of the previous 
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night. He praised Mr . Kraebel, the Superintendent, to the 

passengers and told them that he had gotten Iu. Kraebel from the 

Goverrunent Service in Haiwaii, as near as I can recall . He 

criticised Mr. Hill and said that the Great northern thought i t 

was running the parks , but it 'Yvasn ' t, and said that "we'f, meaning 

himself and the superintendents under hi , were running the parks . 

hen he finished, one of the passengers in the rear seat 

said, "Now that we have heard this talk, would you mind telling us 

ho is giving this talk?11 d he replied,' " I am Stephen T. M.ather, 
, 

Director of National ]?arks, " and the passengers gave him a little 

applause. 

During the talk, while I was standing by the engine , I 

looked up at the passengers, and they had a funn~ look on their 

faces, so that I had to look the other way so that he would not see 

me smiling. One of the passengers , a lady, caught my eye , and 

moved her arm in a circle ~hile he was talking, as if to indicate 

to crank up the car and as a suggestion to me to start up and go 

on . I did not think that she was joking, but I took it that she 

really meant for me to move on . 

Afterwards I heard the passengers talking among them­

selves and they said they thought it was a strange thing for a 

Director of National Parks to make a speech bragging so much about 

himself. Some of them asked me whether he stopped all cars and 

made the same kind of speech to them. 

As he talked to the passengers he was nervous, was 

fumbling , the buttons on his coat, puttin0 his hands in his pockets, 

starting to say something and then saying 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ?th day of ptember, 1925. 

llota~or e~~J.!ontana; 
.esiding at Great Falls, Hontana. 
Hy Commission expires December 31 , 1926 . 
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ST TE OF HOHT" ~A, 
: ss. 

County of Glacier. ) 

H. • BECK, being first duly sworn, deposes and sa s: 

MY name is H. • Beck, and I am employed ae ~Wnager of 

the Glacier rk Hotel of the Glacier ~rk Hotel Company, and have 

been such for the last nine yeare. 

s regards Mr. Stephen T. lfather having blown up the 

Glacier .Park Hotel Company ' s saw-mill at Many Glacier, the first 

that I knew of it was when Mr. inder, the I,Ianager of the Many 

Glacier Hotel, phoned down from Many Glacier to me at the Glacier 
~ M. t1d~-,~ a.u... t. I ~t( 

Park Hotel, probably about half past five or si~ O' clOCK; and told I 

me hat Mr. l'1tather had done, and of course I kne nothing further 

about it until 1~. lather arrived here. Then he came in wi th 

his daughter and Major elch, and the first that I saw of Mr. Mather 

was hen I was standing in front of the desk here, and he came up 

and shook hands and said, "I suppose you kno what I did up at 

Many Glacier Hotel?" I said, "I hea.rd something of it, but I 

do. f t kno¥v e~ac tly what it as. " He sai d, "I heard Bi der phoning 

do n and telling you of it," and I sai d t " ell, he di d phone do n, 

but I didn ' t get much of an idea what it was." He says, " ell , I 

ble up the s w-mill;" he says, "1 put thirteen sticks of dynamite 

under it and touched it off myself;" he says, "Kraebel knew nothing 

of it whatever;" and he said, "This is my anewer to Louis Hill for 

the t eatment .hi?~ he gave Superintendent Kraebel at the Man 

\.tlacier Hotel last Spring." To my recollection those are the 

e.xact words. Uothing furthe was said; I said nothing to him in 

reply; there was nothing for ne to sa ; it was outside of this 

place entirely. I said nothin& to him because he has always been 

very pleasant to me personally, and I was going to gain nothing 

by it, and so I didn ' t say anything to him, regardless of what I 

hought or felt. I have known 1, • Mather ever since I have been 

here, I guess for the last ten years, and for the last couple of 
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ears he hasn ' t had much to say to anyone here in a friendly way, 

outside of myself, and I didn ' t want to get into any controversy 

with him. 

I saw him again after dinner. They had dinner here in 

the dining room of our hotel. It was his daughter ' s birthda , and 

they want into di tUler late; it was possibly close to eight 0 ' clock. 

And Mr. and 1~s. Emery blew of this daughter ' s birthday, and they 

had baked a cake which Mrs. Emery brought do~ n here and had on 

their table at their dinner; and 1!r. I\Iather thanked me for a very 

nice dinner, and he says, "Giving us a dinner of this kind and my 

blo ing up one of your buildings seems like heaping coals on fire,TI 

meaning, of course, that he was treated nicely after what he had 

done. And that is all the conversation that I had with him. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of September, 1925. 

uota:rY£iibc{ for theSae of ontana; 
Residing at Great Falls, Montana. 
Ily Commission e~pires December 31, 1926. 



S~ ~B O:P MOUTAU, ) 
. ss. 

County of Glacier. ) 

THILLE DeFOHTENAY, being first duly sworn, deposes and says : 

I am employed by the Park Saddle Horse Company as guide 

and have been such during the season of 1925 continuously since the 

end of June, and have been similarl employed as guide in Glacier 

Park for the past eight years, ~i th the eJ{ception of an absence of 

two years. 

I don ' t remember just the day or week when the Glaci er 

Park Hotel Company ' s sat-mill was blo In up, but it as a month or 

more ago, but I remember the occasio clearly. 

On that day I was around the Many Gla.cier Hotel and heard 

tha t 1'11l'. G. • Uoffsinger as looking for me, and I ran aero sa him 

outside the hotel so,neti,le between t 0 and three 0 t clock . He said 

to me, n a.ke ou horse and 0 up tOiards the mill and stay there," 

a d he sa s, ItIf anybody asks you thing, ou don ' t know nothing 

about any thin ; you don ' t know. 1f d I fibuxed that others would 

be up there, dnd vent up as I was told. "hen I arrived where the 

egan tail b anches off I sa 1 Ji Sanders ; he asked me , n' lere 

are you gOing?'f I says, If I don't kno.; I have go t orders to co e 

up here;" and he says, "You might as ell stay right here." I 

didn't kno, what was to take place; I didn't know wh t lent on , 

eJ{cept I heard the blasts, at least eibht or nine, but I didn't 

count them. 

Sunscribe and 8 orn to before me this 13th da of September , 1925. 

'O~if'~~te of Montana; 
Residinb at Great "!:Ialls , I,ontana. 
lIy Co 1l!llission eJtpires December 31 , 1926. 



. . SSe 

County of Flathead.} 

~UL C. DONOHUE, being first duly sworn, deposes and says : 

I am employed by the Glac~er Fark Transportation Company 

at Belton, Montana, as a driver of one of the ' busses, regularly 

moving from Belton to the foot of Lake McDonald and to Lewis ' 

Hotel and return; have been employed as such continuously during 

the season of 1925 since June 13th, and am in charge of the drivers 

between these points. I have been employed as such driver for 

seven years last past by the Transportation Company in Glacier 

.?ark. My permanent address is Glacier Park, Montana • 

On ugust 8th, 1925, we were e~pecting a special train 

and so had sent for additional drivers; and on the arrival of the 

train, about 7:30 in the morning , each tbus loaded its passengers 

and ent to the registry st tion where the passengers would be 

registered. "hen I arrived at the registry station I stopped my 

car and the passengers were rebistered. A man came out, who I 

later learned was Stephen T. Mather. His first words were to me, 

"Shut off that engine." But my engine after being shut off 

doesn ' t stop right away, and in about three or four seconds he 

called again, ffStop that engine ; didn ' t you hear me?" I would 

describe his manner by saying that you could tell what he meant 

and that he w~s e~ercising authority, and I heard him the first 

time pretty plain. He then turned to the passengers and began 

talking to them, and talked to them for about five minutes. He 

told them that he was Stephen T. 1mther, Director of all the 

National Parks , and he then described his trip from the east, and 

described to then in some detail his trip on the Great Lakes . 
--- ~ He said also that some people had the i l!lpression that the Great 

Northern Railway Company and the Transportation Company were 

rum i.ag the parks , but that this was not s'o , that "we" are 

running the parks . I did not hear him make any further criticism 
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of the railway 00 pany or of the transportation oor:lpany or of 

anybody oonneoted ~ith them. He then went on to speak of a fire 

in the park and how hard Superintendent Y~aebel, his assistants 

and rangers, had been ~orking on the fire. 

hile I was there another ' bu~ oame up, and on that ' bus 

00 ing up he oalled to that driver to stop his engine, about the 

sa e way as he had oalled to me, and I pulled out. 

fter ard his aotions were disoussed iith me by the 

drivers and ?e all thought that he as sore at something, and the 

drivers we e irritated by the way, as they put it, that he had 

"balle the out." So e of the. had not been talked to that 

... a before and they di d11 ' t like it. 

S ascribed and s or .... to before 
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County of Flathead.} 

T. H •• TCH]O D, being first duly s,orn, deposes and 

says: 

I have been employed as a driver b the Glacier ark 

Transpo'rtation COlJpany, runnin a bus fr om Bel ton to the foo t of 

the Lake and to Le Tis' Hotel on Lake McDonald and return. I was 

so enployed durinb the season of 19 5 as n e~tra man; I suppose 

that I did not ork altogether fourteen days. 

I remember the occasion of Hr. Stephen T. Mather being 

at Belton. I do not rerne1.1ber the date, but it was at the time 

of the fire near 3elton, and I do recall that it was about ugust 

8th. I had loaded ny passengers on the 'bus at the depot and 

had tween the ' bus to the registry station where the passengers 

are registered. ~hen I ar ived there, there was a car ahead 

of Ine, and I e~pected simply to stop the car and have the 

pas engers registered and then move on; I did not e~pect to kill 

my engine. But hen I arrived there a man that I now kno was 

Mr. Stephen T. Uather called to me, and I did not hear hat he 

said; I thought he was telling r.le to drive up closer to the other 

, bus, and so I moved ahead t 0 or three feet, and then he came 

over to me and said, "Shut off your engine; what ' s the matter 

with you? 'hy 'don '.t you use your head?" I did not reply to 

him, but shut off the engine. He then left my ' bus and talked 

to the passengers in the ' bus ahead. He spoke in a very harsh 

way to me, and I did not know who he as. I heard some of the 

passengers afterwards speak of it and say they did not like the 

~ ~;!(, :;Y
d
:: ::~ ::::e:tt:tm::l~d two ladies in the front seat especial-

After he finished talking to the passengers in the ' bus 

ahead of me he started talking to the passengers in my bus. He 
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said that he was Stephen T. Mather and that he had charge of all 

of the Hational 1?arks t and impressed upon them that he was the 

head man of tne parks. He talked about the fire near the foot 

of Lake McDonald and about the scenery in Glacier ?ark, and 

altoget~er spoke about five minutes . He did not receive any 

applause from the passengers, but I should judge from what I 

heard them saying that they liked his talk, except that they did 

not like the way he had spoken to me, and they spoke among them­

selves about his trying to leave with them the impression that 

he was the head man, but aside from this I would say they rather 

enjoyed his speaking to them. 

I did not hear him criticize either the Great Northern 

Rail ay Company or the Transportation Company, or anybody con­

nected ith either of them. 

I was talking with the other drivers afterwards and 

they did not like at all the way in which he had talked to them. 

One of them said he was going to speak to rdr. Mather about it, 

but I don ' t know whether he did or not. 

My home address is ":.{alispell, Montana, and right now I 

am employed as baggageman for the Great northern Railway Co pany 

and will continue to act as such until tomorrow, September 15th, 

when the baggageman is taken off here and I will return to 

Kalispell. 

Subscribed and sworn to 

;1, )15<12tJ(~ 
before me this 14th day of September, 1925. 
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o ary Pub c for the state of Montana; 

Residing at Great Falls, Montana. 
My Commission expires December 31, 1926. 
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