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CAPTAIN R . S . H A RR I SON, 

R esiden t M anager 

OTEI ... 

SEASON 

0UNE 15 TO SEPTEMBER 15 

REACHED VIA GREAT NORTHERN RAILV\lAY 

L. W. Hill . Esq 
ll27 . Great Northern Building 
at Paul ,.Minnesota,. 

Dear Sir:-

lOth,Deoember . 1929 

Early in November a meeting was oalled by the 
oombined Board of Trades for Southern Alberta for the purpose of app­
-ointing a delegation to wait on the Minister of Interior the Hon. 
Chas . Stewart,the result being the President of the Lethbridge Board 
of Trade Mr . A. Baalim and Oommiteeman l'r . Lyn. Fairbank of the same B 
of T were named delegates to wait on the Minister,this they did on 
the 9th Nevember , and by reports they reoei ved much enoouragement fl'om 
the Minister in their venture ,they reported back at a oombined meet­
- ing held at Pincher Creek on the 2nd inst for the purpose of fram-
- ing a resolution to be forwarded to the Federal Government at Ottawa 
making an applioation for larger appropriations for use in the park . 

o .. 

I have a oopy of resolutions passed and am 
taking the liberty to enclose them in this letter to you thinking 
you would be interested to see what an interest the people of South­
- ern Alberta are taking in the devolopment of the park,I might say 
that Pinoher Oreek were the ones that started this movment and an 
invitation was extended to the following Board of Trades who respon­
- ded . Lethbridge' . I1oLeod . Card ston e Blairmore . Coleman, Fernie and Waterton 
Park , the Snowplow that they are appling for oould be used to an adv­
- antage just now it has been snowing sinoe the 5th there is now 45 
inohes of snow to wade through but there is only a little wind and 
the thermometer onl~ registering 8 below but still snowing . 

Trusting the enolosed will interest you,I remain 

Your obedient servant 

ASSOCIAT ED 'AlITH T HE GLACIER PARK HOTELS - GLACIER NATIONAL PAR K, MONTANA . 



, 
Copy 

. 
PINCHER CREEK.Dec.3rd. 

A resolution to the Parks Dept ,embodying suggested im­
-provments and reasonable apWi ication of a large~ appropriation from 
the fe~eral government for the Waterton Lakes National Park was passed 
by the Associated Trades Board of Southern Alberta at the meeting of 
the Pincher Creek Board of Trade meeting last night. The cost of which 
was roughly estimated at $150<~000. 

Mr .Balaam,President of the Lethbridge Board of Trade out­
-lined their interview with the Hon,Chas ,Stewart the minister if 1n-
-terior at Lethbridge on the 9th November.in which the minister told 
them that he would do all he could . Mr .Balaam said that they were 
gratified and encouraged by the favorable view of Mr .Stewart regarding 
larger appropriations also by a letter that he had received since 
from Senator.Buchanan.Mr stewart had asked for a definate requis­
-ition of desiEed improvements: 

The following resolution ,defining improv~ments to be ask 
for from Ottawa was passed: 

(1) Electric lights for the townsite -no cost was shown here as it is 
probable that the Calgary power could be induced to extend their line 
to Waterton Park. 

(2) A permanent water system-90 per cent of the water utilized now 
during the winter months comes from the lake ,there is only a sunmer 
system and no value for fire protection in the winter months . 

(3) New Registeration office - the p,resent sight conflicts with the 
daily motor traffic to the Golf Li~s ,Pass Oreek valley and lower 
lakes fishing. also that registeration be made conpulsory and that a 
regular 24 hours service be maintained there at least for the season 

(4) Enlarging.~~d improving the present Golf Links 

(5) Construction a new cement bridge over theWaterton Riveror if found 
feasible a new bridge over the Dardenelles between lake 2 and 3. 

(6) Fire Protection- it was suggested that a fire guard be cut from 
above the timber line on the south slope of Bear Mountain do~m across 
Oameron Oreek and over the slopes of Cameronian Mountain to the lake­
-side,the cutting be at least 200 yards wide and all timber and brush 
cleared out so as t .o not 'i:pnty pray-ide a. stop against brush fires 
which may occur but to permit fighting back . Also to clear out the 
heavy underbrush and dead fall in the timber leading from the west 
side of Evergreen Avenue up past the Akamina road from the foot of 
the Great Northern hill to the Falls . Fire fi ghting equipment is also 
required for the townsite. 

(7) Purchase heavier mechanical machinery for the upkeep of all roads 
in the park also a caterpillor and snowplow. 

Akamina Trail 
(8) The completion of the Akamina highway to the B.O. boundary which 
entails grading about It miles from its present terminus 

(9) The establishment of paddocks in the park for wild animals Pass 
Oreek valley being a good location for this on account of the -good 
grasing lands here to .the slopes of the mountains . Deer,Elk,Sheep, 
Goat, Moose and Buffalo would be placed here and be in sight of all 
passing traf fic 

(10) Landing field be provided for · aeroplanes in the ~ark 

(11) The wicening of the present road from the ~Quth of Pass Oreek 
to Red Box cayon-a point of special interest owing to its scenic 
features in addition to fishing grounds in three dmfferent streams 
which merge here at this point . 

(12) Building a connecting road from Pass Creek bridge over the Line­
-ham summit and connecting with the Akamina highway providing a circle 
tour around Bear Mountain via Pass Greek and the Cameron Creek. 

(13) Increasing the appropriation for new trails and maintenance by 
an additional $3 .000.00so as to D . 

- errol t of the connect ing 
and opening 



, 
(1' cant) up of more science points including. Bertha ,Crandell,Hell 
Roaring and Stoney Creek the later has a 1600 ft fall of water, 

(14) The erection and establishing of a regular camp at Cameron Lake 
by the building of a few shelters with stoves ect 

(15) A foot bridge across the narrows making a connection with the 
trails on the east side of the lake,more particularly Sofa Mountain, 
and the Hell Roaring ~ayon Trail.Also the reconctruction and mainten­
-ance of certain parts of the trail from Pincher Creek gate to the 
fish hatchery,including all trails leading to the park with special 
reference to all dangerous curves, 

(16) A reclassification of Viaterton Lake National Park from "CII to 
class itA or B" 

The meeting also spoke highly of the valuable assistance that 
Mr .Cromarty had given along many lines during hissummer stay as park 
superintendent 



Deoeuber 17, 19£9. 

l<Ir. A. J. Binder:-
I 

Please note and return. v:: 
IT. P. Kenney 12-18-29 

Hr. J'rud Udell, 
0/0 Pr~.lleo ot Walew Hotel., 

wuterton Lake8 National. P.a~k, 
Jubert • Cunadu. 

Dear Ur. Udell:-

RCtccipt i8 aokncnrledgtid of hud I thank you 

tor 70.u~ lettur of December 10. with whie you enclosed 

a copy nf nUlolution pas.ed by tho J s80c1ated TradeD 

Board ot Southern ~l-.bo:rta sugge&Jt.i116 improVttClonta and 

a b"rger cwpropriat10n b~ tl (\ QovonlIQ.cnt. tor \terton 

Lakttll lfu"lonnJ. l>urk. 

:c U l]ll'tWiato )four thoushtf.ul twurtC81f 1n 8ond1Qg 

me a cn~y C)f 'th1o :'8uo1ut100. 

YourD yory truly, 

~NiDJ LooJa W. iilj.~ 

Hr. W. 
/ P. Kenney: .. 

Herewith I hand you letter of December 10, 

together with enclo~ure therein referred to, which is 

self .. ex::.>lanatol~y. I thought you might winh to note and 

pass to lIr. Biuder for '&he SWIle purpose, after which 

plea.se retul'n ~per8 to rne. 

Louis W. Hill 



/.5'-/ E 

• St. Paul, Dec . 2~t, 1929. 

t~ . L. W. Hill:-

/ 
Referring to the notation on the attached 

copy of you~ letter of December 17 to Mr. Fred Udell, of 

Waterton Lakes National Park, regard to a resolution 

passed by the Associated of Southern Alberta 

suggesting improvements, etc. for the Park: 

:Mr . Binder end I have noted these papers . 

w. P. Kenney 
V 

• 

v 
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81'. PAUL DISPA!CH 

-
PARK GUIDE TELLS 

OF MONTANA TOWN 
IN PIONEER TIMES 

Drinking Orgies by Indians 
Marked Frontier City, Now 

Long Vanished. 

Glacier Park, Mont., Dec. 27.­
Mike Shannon, veteran Glacier park 
guide, recalls a Montana ghost town 
long lIince forgotten. He saYII: 

"Forty-six years ago Robar, 10-
C"ated near here, where the Great 
Falls-Glacier Park highway crosses 
Birch creek, was a flourishing west­
ern town. Today there is not one 
stick of timber or a habitation in 
lIight as far as the eye can see over 
wind-swept plams as evidence that I 

there was a town. 
"The bus in esse. at Ro~ ...... 

• elling whisky 8lld 1UDb1iDr. ... -
feet Illdians from their ....... ""'1, 
bloods from their CaDacIi&Il ~. 
tion and wandtlrlDa Creel! bouPlt food 
and blankets aDd celebratecl. All 
many as 200 IndiaD tepee. at a time 
used to be pitched in a big cIrcle on 
the flats east of the town. 

"The cheapest whisky was used for 
this trade and saloon keepers added I 
a generous amount of water to each 
bottle as it was drawn from the 
barrel. 

"Indians would form a big ring on 
the ground within the tepee circle 
and a quart bottle would be started 
around, each Indian taking a drink. 
At a big gathering it would take sev- • 
eral quarts to make the round once. 
When the 'fire water' had begun to ~ 
produce the usual results, the dance I 
and songs would start around the I 
bonfire. 

"Members of the tribes would tell 
tales of the great deeds they had 
done. Stories led to bragging. brag­
ging t fights and these would grad­
ually Irtvolve entire families. Before 
morning saloon keepers would lock 
up lupplles, barricade buildings and 
refule further trade. 

"To the north, in Canada where 
local option wal practiced, th~re was 
a big demand for whisky but the 
Blackfeet Indian reservation had to 
be crossed to reach Canada. If a 
smuggler was caught, he lost his 
load and he went to the penitentiary. 

"Robar was the center of an Im­
menle cattle country. A number of 
big cattle outfits were on the Black­
feet reservation and others ranged 
to the east. On occasions when 
wagon trains camped in the vicinity, 
there would be hilarious nights, with 
hundreds of dollars on gambling 
tables. 

"Where were o~anized ~gs of 
horse and cattle thieves, with head­
quarters at Robar. Teton cou~ty, 
which in those days comprised seven 
ot the present counties, Toole, Pon­
dera, Teton, Hill, Liberty, Cascade 
and Glacier, had a sherIf!: and a few 
deputies at Fort Benton, which was 
then the county seat. There were a 
few justices of the peace at some 
ot other widely scattered town., 
Depuyer, Chateau, Havre and the 
like. but, with such a great territory 
to cover, law cnforcement was 
feeble. 

"In 1884 there ' came drifting into 
Robar a party of three men with a 
cavey of mules they had stolen in 
Canada. Description of the mules 
had preceded them to a few of the 
regular inha.bitants of Robar, bar­
tenders. gamblers and cattle thieves, 
many ot whom have lince be~ome 

.J!tdustrious and respected citl.Zena. 
·.l~ey or,anized a committee, repre­
eenting themselves all vigilantes, but 
one of the mule thieves overheard 
part of the conversation and told his 
coml'ades, who being well armed, 
strongly barricaded the log cabin in 
which they were spending the night. 

"When the pseudo vlgilantell sur­
rounded the shack they found them­
selves unable to storm the barricade 
and get the men so they entered Into 
negotiations instead, promising the 
three men a trial at Fort Benton . 
The men gave themselves up at once 
but instead of keeping their promise. 
the vigilantes took the three prisoners 
to & spot half & mile up the creek 
from the present road crossing aDd 
langed them to a cottonwood tree, 
!lot for the salte of law but to procure 
the mules and sell them to their own 
profit. This false conuftittee was ar­
rested and tlj,ken to Fort Benton for 
trial, but because of lack of evidence 
the case was dismissed. 

"Three unmarked graves In wil­
lows at the edge of Birch creek are 
the only evidence at the .pot of this 
happening and the cottonwood tree 
has long .ince been cut down." 
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