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GIANT MOUNTAIN PINE

IS FIVE CENTUKIES OLD

Glacier Park, Montana -- A "Giant Pine", that has been
growing in the hocky Mountains of Glacier National Park about
500 years, probably is oné of the largest of its kind in existence.
Hundreds of tourists walk to Mecbonald Creek, on the west side of
the Park, to see this lofty Cyclops.

It towers 180 feet and its heavily buttressed base is ten
and one-half feet in greatest diumeter. IPour feet above the
ground 1ts diameter has tapered to slightly less than seven feet,
while six feet above ground, the diameter is six feet.

"Giant Pine" is of the pinus nmonticola variety, and it's
in this class that 1t holds the distinction of being the largest
known.

The west side of Glacier Park isvparticularly heavily
timbered. The winter's strong winds on the east side play uany
a trick upon exposed trees, bending the limber pine into shapes
as weird as the trees of an old woodeut. In the Two lledicine
district, one tree has besn forced to grow into a couplete circle,
wherefore it has been dubbed the Donut tree, Nearby is another
veteran that is sacred to the Blackfeet Indians who are honored

to be photographed beneath its gnarled and twisted bows,

# #
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ITS GOATS, NOT GHOSTS
WINDOW PERKIRS SCARE TOURISTS

Glacier Park, HMont.-- It's not ghosts but gouts which
tourists report pecring in their windows at night at Sperry Chalet
in Glacier Nationul Park.

Pernaps the first tourists who saw shaggy, white bearded
neads gaziﬂg through their windows at night thought Sperry Chalet
was expericncling soue supérnatural visitation. IL wuas spoolty.

The explanation wus found when the Sperry Glaciecr gulde re-
lated that he had tried an experiuent with salt., Not a easc of
putting salt on the goats' tails, however. The guide sprinkled
galt around the. lodging place.

The shy wountain goats for which Glucler Park is noted
conquercd their fear and cane down to the chalet to ent the salt,
Thus they beecane nightly visitors. One night soneone put pepper
on the window sills instead of salt and there was greuat sneezing. 3

Twanty-seven goats are reported to have frolicked arcund
Sperry Chalet on2 night, reiishing the salts,

A favorite of Sperry guests ls un old naule gout caulled Biliy,
This veteran of the gout tribe has had nany piletures tuken of
himself because of his taneness, often sﬂundiug placidly within
ten feet while cuameras ure clicked.

Visitors to Iceberg Lake see¢ a plentiful supply of wild
gouts almost daily from the trail. The aniwals range up and down
the mountain sides; their total vertical ramyge being about 3,000

feet. t
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MILLION DOLLaR IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
SCHEDULED FOK GLACIER NATIONaL PakK

Glacier Park, Mont.-- Construction of the Transmountain
Highway from Logan Pass to the Blackfeet highway, by way of St.
Mary's lake; erection of 16 new buildings, a new ranger station,
and developuent of four tourist camps are anong the projects con-
templated in Glacier Park during this seuason, E. T. Scoyen,
Superintendent announces.

The highway programn costing $450,000 is the biggest
part of the improvement program. Superintendent Scoyen explained
the national park service now has made sufficient progress in the
purchase of private lands along the shores of Lake MeDonald to
enable ceongrass to authorize continued eonstruction., The super-
intendent believes this highway, when completed, will be the
most scenic in the United States, if not in the world. It has been
suggested that the name of the highway be changed to "Going-to-the-
Sun" highway. Mr. Scoven said this prograwu should allow comple-
tion of the highway in 1933.

Four automobile tourist cumps nay be bullt this yeur,
one at the lower end of Lake lcDonald, one at Hoes creek and at
St. Mary's lake, one at Two Medicine Lake, and one at HMany Glacier,

From the national park road budget the park expects to
get 480,000 to continue tralil work, while for niscellaneous work
on roads and trails, including purchase of equipnent, it is hoped
the park will get an additional §$69,100. VWith the Transuountain
highway cost fixed at $450,000 and $200,000 allowed for the pur-
chase of private lands, the expenditure of the goverment in
Glacier Park this year would total nearly a million dollars.

The superintendent is interested in dubcloping the
educational features of the park and eventually wants te estab-
1ish museums at such points that the uany sights will be self-

explanatory through piectures and churts,
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MUST PUT IN "WINTEK STOKE"

Glacier Park, Mont. -- dovember is "rution tine" for
rangers in Glacier Wational Park. Vith the close of the swmer
season and beginning of winter, each of the rangers of the park
must prepare his district to meet the rigors of this cold, northsrn |
climate, ‘
In the first place, all of his supplies for the next six !
montns must be hauied into the station. Everything he wili eat
during the entire winter, including vegetables, canned goods, {
meat, flour, and other necessities, wuust be in the station cellar 1
before the snow gets deep. In addition, winter clothing and
suioking tobaceo must be bought, and first aid ‘renedies of one kind
or another wust be provided. 1In case of sickuness, the ranger nust
be his own doctor.

In addition to preparing the stution for winter, all of the
outlying patrol, or "snowshoe", cabins nust be rationed. A total
of 28 of these 14 x 16 cabins are scattered at strategic locations
throughout the Park. Rangebrs on patrol cun nearly alwars reach
one at nightfall and find bedding, wooa, and food available,

Patrol by the rangers in winter is execeedingly necessary
as they are the only representatives of law aud order iun & rugged
wilderncss area of 1,554 square niles. In addition to giving close
oroteetion to deer, elk, moose, and other lunge forus of wild life,
they must protect against poachers the snall fur-beuring aninals
whos: collective hides would be worthh a fabulous sun if trapped
and marketed.

Practically all patrol work during the winter must be done
o:n snowshoes. During the coming winger, the 19 msn on the ranger
forece will travel about 12,000 wiles in all kinds of woather to
sze¢ that poachers are kept out of the Park and to wmake cobservatiouns
on whieh to base preports on wild life, forest, and other conditions i
in the park. _ - J

_ In souc districts, 1t will be uccessary to feed hay to wild *J
animals,: During the mos@ severe gonths or winter, about 800 deer, 7
100 wountain shesn, and 50 e¢lk will depoud on Governuent hay almosc H
entirely for food, and it is up to the park ranger to sec that

they are fed at tie proper tiue.

1
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PLANT THAT EATS INSECTS
GROWS IN ROCKY MOUNTAINS

Glacier Park, Mont.-- The Sundew, a2 plant that
eats insects, is one of the unique objects of study for
botanists who come to Glacier National Park to observe its
great varicty of a2lpine flowers,

The Sundew obtains part of its food from the insects
it cetches. The plant lives in places where there is very
little compound nitroget in thc soil. Since nitrogen is
necessary for its life, it has adaptcd itself to the conditions
and gets its supply from thc bodics of insects,

The lcaves of thc plant arc covercd with tiny hair-
like proecsscs, cach of which is capped with a drop of honey-
likc substencc that glistcns in the sunlight -- hcnee the name,
Sundew. Inscets arc lurcd and retained by this sticky subsfanec
and while the victim strugglcs to frec himself, other "honcydew"
laden hairs bend over, clasp, completely cavelop, and soon
smother it to death. Certain juiccs arc secretcd by these
heirs which digest the prey so that the nitrogen can be used
by the plant. When the digestion is complcie, the cnsnaring
heirs bend back and permit the rcemains to bec blown away.

Each year brings many botanists and students to study
the flowers of Clacier Park,

Becar gress is kpown as the park flower, This showy
member of the 1lily, femily covers vast areas of tho park with
its tall, fecathcry, club-shepe¢d heads,

The neme beer grass is wholly inoxplicable, for it
actually isn't a grass and bears apparently have nothing to do
with 14, Somc Indians usc the tough, grass-likec lcaves for
meking finc bzskets; heonce it is also callcd basket gress and

Sguaw gross,
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NEW AUTO HIGHWAY ABOVE CLOUDS
NEARS COMPLETION IN GLACTIER PARK

Glacler Park, Mont. =- The Listriet Office or the U, 8.
Bureau of fublie Hoads in Portland annouiices construction on tiie
Bast Side section of Golng-to-the-Hun Highwawr 1s well aheand of
schedule, and that there is some ground for lope that the gradiug
on the road will be completed so that automebiles nuy be driven
across the Continental Divide in the early fall of 1932,

The report stuates the contractors on the lower end of the
project had their part of the woric 60y conplete on tie last déagr
of Qctober and only 47% of the working tine had been consured,
On the same date,; contractors workiné ol the upper end, were obs
complete with only 40% of their tinme consuned,

The two contracts combined will call for an expenditure
of 4716,000.00 from the lNational Park road budget hefors they
are completed and will bring the total eost of the highway up to
nearly two million dollars, with sone additional cnntfucts,
mostly fﬁr surfacing, still to be let.

Going-to-the-Sun dighway will be onc of the outstanding
scenic roads of the WNorth American continent. It winds up above
the elouds in places crossing the Continental Uivide of the

Kocky Mountains in Glacler National Park,

G T
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. PREACHEK .CLIMBS "CLOSE To HEaWM!

OFLY HUMaN TO SCALLl MOUNT ST. NICHOLAS!

Glaecier Purk, mont.-- A preacher of the gospel is the
only humdn being ever to gailn the swumit of St. Nicholus’llountaln
in Glacier Hational Park. This distinetion is held by the
Kev. Conrad Wellen, Presbyteriuan minister of lavre, Montana,
His suceess proves A challenge to hardy mountain clinbers who
comeé hers each wyear to scale the Park's precipitous pcuké.

nev, Viellen nade a4 nunber of attenpts to elimb the jﬁggad,
saw-tooth spire of St. #icholas thut rises sinister und for-
bidding over the nountains iu the southern lobe of Glacier Purk.
Bach timeé he was turned buek by ﬁnsurmountnblc obstusles,

.

With a young wan as his counpunion, he determined upon a
well-prepared and energoetic atteupt. They followed up Park
Creck, heuded straight for St. Wicholus, und canpad the Tirst
night on a2 ferk of dMuir Creck. It tool then aneother duwr o
get to the heudwuters of the ereek whiere they caupod a8 sceond
night, |

The third uoruing they reached o stone cairn that nurked
Rev. Wellen's furthomiost point of advance on other atteupts.
ders the real problem begun. The coupanion renained while the
preacher tried to work his way around a 15-foot ¢liff wiieh
blocked passage. After an hour he Had to give up and bhegan
working his way upward, a foot at a tine, unstil he reached the
top of tho wall; then he crossed over tlie nose of the roak te
the east face, ﬁt gacir wovenwnt nurking his way with chalk so
48 to be able to roturn the same route. By carly afternoon ho
had gained 500 foet. He found a gap barely large cnough to
squecze through that led him to & narrow ledge, where e was

able to cling and pull hiumself to the sunuit.

AW
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DEEX YOLLOW HATURALIST ON HIKE
AND FIND OUT WHAT'S GOOL TO EAT!

Glacier Park, dont. -- "kost of us ponstber the nerrimont
caused by the slinking dog that stole his way into the school roon
when @ mischicvous boy slyly opencvd thue doo® so Fide enuld siip by",
says Dr. W. L, lelaughlin, ranger Naturalist of Glacier Hational Park.
"This mongrel, too, sought higher education, in all probability.

But, we all laughed as the teacher hurried the intruder out-of-doors,
4 similar ineid::nt, wnich we shall aseribe to a scarch for higher
education occurrcd on a nature gulding trip afield frow Lake licDonald
Hotel. . In this instance the 'scarchers' were sleek, bﬁld and noble
instead »of mangy, cowardly and downcast.

"All last sumaer two tame white-tuiled deer fraternized with
park gucsts at the hotel. One morning they joinoed wny daily Wature
walk as the tourist parcty departed from the lobby doors, Souctines,
like too enthusiastic hunan Mumbﬁrs of' the party, thoy pireceded ne,
but usually they were well-behaved and politely naintained thedir
position somecwhers in the procession. Unlike loss thoughtful nembers,
they never interrupted while I was trying to axplain or point out
something of interest. Always they were wlde-eyed and celose to ne,
lookins as sager as any on¢ of the humans in the group. Thoey stayed
until the very cad of the walk of two nlles ér 11016 4

"Their appuareont intcrest in the ficld trip was clinaxed
near the end when they added their kit of information to the subject
of discussion. I plucked a tuft Of.squuw—nuir frou a lurch branch,
discussed it as 1t was e¢xhibited and cast 1t aside on the trail when
I had finished. Thercupon one of the bucks walked slowly up to it,
smelled it and slowly ate it with relish",

ol
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A "COLILEGE ON HOKSEBACK" RIDES
THROUGH ROCKIES STUDYING GEOLOGY

Glacier Purk, hont.-- "A University on Horse-
back" is an educutional inncvation established in Ylaecicer Haticnal
Park this sovason,

There have boen flouting universitiecs und
student tours by d@uto earavan, but lcstern hkoserve Uniﬁursity
of Cleoveland adopted saddle horses for a study tour of Gluacier
Puplc,

Fifty-three students uwider the direction of two
proféssors made a4 nine day trip studying Glaciers, geologieal
wonders, and alpine flora and fauna., They traveled the high
trails by horsebick.

"yhy, in nine days here the gtudents have
Ioarned morz scicnhnes of geoloyy and botany than they could
maSter in six months of pouring over textbooks," cxelaincd
Professor William . Geegory who led the Ohilo expedition, with
the asgistance of Professor Ellis C. Pursing.

. "Gluciocr Park far surpasses the Swiss alps
for a4 study of glucliers and for some of the grandest mountain
scenery in the world", he assorted.

August brougnht nany specianl parties with
vuri:d interests to the puark, in addition to the Western hRe-
garve Tour.

Six hundred farmers, cuwie br spaceial trains
during the period. The farmer purtices were orgunized by agri-
cultural journals,

Winety-five caumec fronm Misséuri and Kunsuas, undor
the dircetion of Scenutor arthur Cupper's publications. They
were £ollowed by 125 farmers frowm Iowa two days later, Other
farm groups touring the Park in speciul parties ineluded 100
from Illinois, 150 frou New York, 35 from \lisconsin and 75 from

Nebraska.

W o3
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B4GLE SCOUTS BUILD TRAILS

IN MOUNTAIN OF GLACIER PARK

Glacier Park, WMent.-- Sixty-two Beoy Scouts from 20 stuates
made up this year's Eagle Scout trail building canp in Glacier
National Park,

Two weeks were devoted to trail improvement work in the
Bownman lake district nn the west side of the Park, The rest of
their time in the Park they werc free to scale peaks, fish,
¢limb Glaeiers and study alpine flowers and wild animal life,

These scecuts came from Washington, Mississippi, Tennessee,
Idaho, California, Oklahoua, Orcygon, Wisconsin, Peunsylvania,
Missouri, Indianua, New ¥York, New Jersey, Georgia, Illinois, Ohio
and Texas. Every yeur since 1926, with the exception of 1926,
Bagle Scouts ﬁuvu been chosen throughout the nation to vori sn
trails in Glaeicr Park. Meals are provided by the Park service,
This is the first yeur the cump has been on the west side of the
Park. Four Senut executives aceompuny the trail builder, Bdgar
G, Macluy of Yrsut Falls, commissionér of the neprth central
Montana counell, and Captain K. G. Mathews, executive of
Bverett, Wash., who hive attended all six of the cunps in
Glacier Park; R. R. nuddiwman, assistant Executive, Seattle, and
Joseph Jamms, field executive, Sprkaﬁe. leontuna leads, with 16
bays in the cump., 8ix uare frowu YUreat Falls, Janes Humphrey,
Cloyd J. Kockstead, Robert Graham, Ward Thoupson, Burkc Thompscn
and John Southmayd. Other Montana Seouts: kobert . Sproul,
ﬂayménd Lewis, John S. uraves, Roundup; Justus V. Loeggate,

Ellis Marshall, Billings; bLavid Strong, Helena; Ed Hulett, Havre;
Douglas Eldridge, ILewistown; Leo Manley, Butte; Piclding Gruaves,

Dillnan,

o
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February 12, 1932

Mr. Re Co Lilly:e

Could you advise me confidentially how
the Noffsinger loan worked out, if it was made? I
recall you were golng %o make a loan to him but do
not recall having heard just how the matter cane out.

I bave not inguired what sort of a
year he had but I imegine it was like that of the
Hotel Company, which was not too good. I would be
sorry to see Hoffsinger lose cut in his business as
he is very important to the Park.

Have you any figures that will show
where he stands? His tourist season, of course,
ended about the middle of September, so he has had
nothing but expense since that time and will have
more expense during the winter months, but mot very

much.

Iouis W, HilLd
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