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r.~ank Gavin, Pre.ldeDt 
Great Borthern Hall.a} CO~aD7 
St. aul,rl aaota 

Dear Mr . GaYin: 

SUbJects Report on Skiing leconnaleanoe or 
We.tern Part ot Glacier ational ' 
Park - March 18 to 26, 1~.6 

eloaur A 1s Itlnerar7 or Part, 

o~oaure B 1. Detailed Pindinga a. to Sk1ing 
Oonditlona. 

Enclosure C 1a Weather an SDo fall Data. 

closure 1) 1a .eaorandua ot atlonal ark 
Service on Policies for inter 
Development or ational Parka. 

cloaure 1a Separate Report ot 
.James Laughlin, D1rector and 

CbaiPmaD ot Hut anQ Trail Committ •• 
ot the Wationa! SkI Association ot 
AlHrlca. 

a h va complete the akltDg trip in the eatern 
art of GI.cler at1ona! ark in aceor ance with the 

authorisation contained in lo~ letter ot January 15, 
1946 to r.Pea.el Herteltlnger . 

The part1 conslstea of ~h. following: 

Mr . Peavey Herfelfinger 
. Louis .Hll1,Jr. 

Kr.an r . Alrred D.Llndley 
• ling stro. { ell known Mol' egian born akler 

and .auntain •• r, proprietor ot skiing 
resorts at towe,Vermont, an ft.As8inlboine 
in Alberta) . 

/ 



• ~ rank uavln,Pr8.1 ent 
I eat orthern 611_*1 Company 
&J 7,1946 

Page two 

2 • 

M quia d'Alblzzi (proprietor at vartoua time. ot skiing 
re.ort. in astern an estern Cana • tormer aport. 
director at Lake Placi4 Club, d1at! guisbea yeteran 
ot the Italian ski troops in orl ar 1) 

.J e. LaughlIn (proprIetor or the akltn resort t 
Alta, Utah, diP.ector or tbe ational Sk1 AssociatIon, 
&nQ chairman ot its Hut an Tra 1 Co itt.e) 

The part} * 8 well balanoeu fro the point or vie ot 
.kiln experience, tamillarlt} wlth oper tion of skiing resorts, 
an know Ie ge ot kilng con ttlona oan aevelop nts generally n 
this ountry and ~n upope. 

he reconnaiaanc. was 11m1teu to the '0 onKla Creek­
lat op ount~ln-M1ner.l Creek are. in the e tern balt o£ the 

Park, incl d~ng one 1 e trIp to perry Chalet ana Glacler. 
ro prevIous reconnalaaDce an .t~d1 ot terrain, cl°1mate, an 

rangera' report., it as .vi ent that the best skiing area in 
the ark oul be Inclu ed in thl aectlon. For uetalle itin­
erary, ae. cloaure A. 

It .as r und that the alope. elow the arden all, 
ranite ark Chalet ana Swltt CUrrent ... on the Rat a14e or 
cDonald Oreek Valley an belo He ven's oak on the est aIde 

ot the same v 11e1 .ere .oat ad$lr bly .uitable tor ownhil1 
skllng anoul furn~.h runs equal or superior to &DY pre.entl, 

8V lopea in tho Unite tate.. The terrain an oondition • 
• ore a180 touna to furnish Terl excellent aki touring, particu­
larlJ a possible tour around Plat Top ountain Tie Kooton~l P a. 
and l£t1 ountain Camp. For etaile rindlngs as to .kiing 
poasibilitie., soe closure • 

Sno cond1tions an winter cl~te are belioyea, tro. 
present informat1on ana observation, to be .atI_factory for 
winter anu spring tourist skiing. Po~ more detaile data, ae. 
~closur$ C. 

An7 reco en atlona ror development or the Park tor 
akiin ust necesaarily contor to pre.ent ation 1 Park Service 
polIcy, which limits use or parks to recreational skiIng and 
prohIbita erectlon of elaborate pera&nent ski litts. or dot 1. 

a to pre.ent park pollcl, •• e late.t a.orand 1s u.~, clos­
ure ,wIth 8~~.rJ tbereot attached thereto. 

~eeplng in mind 11 of the abov factors pert tnln to 
the au ta 11~ty ot his area tor recreational skling and conal er­
lng alao tbe probable intereat. ot the sklin publlc at the present 
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tiae aft in the fUture, the aoapoaite recommendationa ot the above 
n • part} tor the development ot this park are. tor winter ,sk1ing 
are aa rollo s: 

3~ , 

1. That the -r.at Jorthern, aa .ole ark hotel concesslonaire, 
erect a .i~le but comfortable lodge on oDonald Creek Vallet tloor 
1n the Ylc1n1t, ot the -confluence o£ oonal an Ineral Creeks, 
at th. toot of Flat Top Mounta1n; th~t thi. lodge have initial 
aocoamodatlona tor £l£tJ or aixt} gue.ts, wlth proYislon • tor 
o.alble future enl gement; that the structure beat. u1te for 

the purpo.. QuI 'be co.parabl. to tbe skllng l~. presentI1 oper­
atlng at the Sugar wI at onner umm1t, Eaatern Callforn1a. 

2. That initiallJ, no request be ma • ot the ark Service 
to maintain the . C ona14 Creek-Logan u. highwa, open tor normal 
.otor traff1c to the lodge during the wlnter aontha. InformatIon 
waa obtaine tro. the Sup.rlnten ent of the Park tbat the coat ot 
aurt •• in! thl. road equatelf tor winter u.e ould be .ppro~1aate17 
500,000, an that the annual .no -cle .. in coat woUld be 25,000 

to ~.OOO. rt ia believe that wlth modern anow c.terp1l1ara, 
auch •• the so-calle Weaael .an~tactured bJ tu ebaker for the 
nlte4 St tea ~, towlng large slelgha. adequate transportation could 

be turn1ahed between the railroad at Be~ton ana the 10dS8 without 
the necessity of plo.ln" the road. 

~. That a ski I1tt of the 1 at- or If r t7Pe, the post. 
or piers of wblch could be conoeale or reao.e during the .~r 
aontha. b ereete on the Avalanche Run ot eayen'a Peak slope 
deacrlbed in closure ,to the .axt.wa altitu e or whlch aucb 
11fta are capable. bil. ad.1tte J interior to chair tJPe 11tt. 
or a.r1~1 tr..wa1a, J Sar and Bar 11tta entail tar leas eApen 1-
ture an are, in anJ eYent. the on11 tT,Pe present11 permitted bl 
the ark ery!ee • 

•• That helter cabins tor QaJ belter aDQ. genol over­
n ht aceo 0 .tiona be ereoted at au ta 10 spots high up 'on the 
Heaven's eRk alop. on the .estern .1 e or the Vallel and D the 
ne hborhoo of Oranlto ark Chalet OD the e.atern a1 e. 

s. bat tour1n cabina be ere ted at suitable places on 
the round. Plat Top Mountain tour •• orlbed in olosure .', the 
tollowlng locations appear1ng moat desirable: 

(a) Sear the heau of lneral Creek near Kootenai asa. 
(b) n the nelfhborhoo or ,itt)' flo\ll1taln hlp nd est 

lat op Mountain 
(e) At the toot or Trapper's aak 
(d) At the confluenoe ot Longtellow nald 

ereak on the •• st. e ot lat 
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6. That the aboye e.cr1bea lodge ana ak1 cabina,wlth 
anowacbI1e or caterpIllar tranaportation aDd • .0 eat .ki 11lt 
be oper t. tor at leaat two •••• ona an be 1Y.n ao erat. pub-
11c1t,; t~at at the eDd of .uch period, pub11c r •• pon.e be 
asa •••• d to a certa1n the desirab111t, of further .xpana1on ot 
facilit1e. or effort to persuade the Park ServIce to permit 
aore elaborate de.elopments such as a permanent .ki 11tt an 
larger hotel. 

7. That It 1t 1s desire to initiate an, auch ·aeyel­
op.ent in the near future, a comp tent aan wIth adequ te s ling 
e~per1ence be engagee to ake a detalled atudl ot the terrain 
conditions in the Park, both aUImIler en .nt.r, to ascertain 
the e t locations tor facilItie. &n to aas.a8 conditlona 
ganer 117-

Aa previously atated, the above conclu8 ona repr ••• ~t 
the composite optnion or the party. 

Ir.JamMa ~aughl1n ha furnishe a very complete .nd 
report a8 to po. Ibilltle. of ~eyalop1ng the par tor 

tourln a1 ne. e8 cloaure • It 1a quite poasible that 
r.Laugh11n t s recomm.nda~lon8 19bt tall in better with tbe 
e 1re. 0 the R 11. 1 tban the above. The. aentl~l lrter nce 

1n the t 0 propos&l. 18 that the under.i ed bel eves • mode.t 
11ft an a ore ala orate ba.e 10 ge oul ne ore ~ea1rable at 
the pr ••• nt ttme than m.rel, the 8impl. baae cabin proposed bl 
'r. aughlln. Itb the propos.l tor tutur. development on a 

aor. ela ... ,or t. scal. aa out11ned by r.Laughlln, the unci.rai ed 
an~ the rest of the part7 are in complete a e.ment. 

AnT pro~ • tor develop, .ant .oula., of cour 8, have to 
e cleared first wIth the at onal ark Ser.ylce. It 1. q~lt. 

p~a.lble that onlJ the .tmp1e plan 1n the Laughlin report oula 
be pre.ently reas1ble. The Superintendent of the Park haa 1nt1-
a.ted that the ark Servlce th •••• lv ••• 1 ht undert ke 48velop-
.nt of tourin cabins . in the Park wIthout the ••• i.tanoe at the 

eone.as1on.ire. 

The ent1re party was in agreement tbat the ar.a •• plored 
a forded ·possibilit1e. equal to &DJ 8kl resort pr.aentl, oper-
ating 1n the nlteu Stat •• , an~ that, if evelopeu along the lin •• 
outlined, the •• lue ot the reat Morthern'. conce •• lon 1n the Park 
woul be materl 11 enhanoed ana .uoh ad~ant.geoua pu 11cit1 cou1d 
be der1ve therefrom.· Furthermore, froa the poInt of view ot 
aklera, on. more yer, de lrab1e .kiln resort giv1ng the unique 
teature. of unexc. 1. touring ana. 80 •• beautiful open running 

j • 
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-oul be a dad to the present liat ot placa. 1n a.tern United 
t t.a. 

The ent1.:re P&rtf Join th. un eraign. 111 e~pre8alng 
their approclat on to you. tor a very .D.J07ab~e th'ouah atrenuoua 
trIp, and they hope that th1s report baa Ju.atified ..... All . 
tbe· party WOUlC1 be glad to assiat 1ft ~ wa1 4. ired in turther 
cons1deration ot the poasibilities ot the d ••• lop&ent ot the 
area. 

Your •• er1 trull. 

A t:1I (ag .) Alrred Lin 1.7 

i. 



L oUR A 

tlnerarl of Party 

Arriving at ItoD,Montana, on Tra n 50.27, at noon 
on on~ay, March 18.1~8, the partJ proceed. Imme~l&tely 
to cDonala Lake Chalet by boat and skia. the rest Bor­
thern caretaker there, r.Lou 19ge~, took excellent oare 
or ua during the two nights th t we spent with hi •• 

on Tue day, March 19, au or the party made the to~, 
to perr7 Chalet ana iDvestigate th. poa91bili~le8 of touriDg 
skiing n that vlo1nlt,. The following day, the party moved 
to the ark SerYice oabin on Ilogan Cr.ek. 

On Thursday J ar h 21, the entIre part,. "(1e the climb 
to rantte ~ark Chalet, cl1ablng by various routea, gained 
entrance to the halet, but deci ed not to apen the night 
and return. to Logan Creek cabin the saa. e.en1ng. 

On ri &1, .arch 22, after a dar ot rest, the ent1re 
part7 aoyed to ark Serv1ce cabin at Cattle Qu.eD ' Cre.k, a 
trlbutarl at ineral Cr.ek on the eaat ald. ot latTop Moun­
taln, approxImately ten mile. north ofogan Cree • 

On Sun ." arcb 24, a t ~lp 
Kootenai Pasa, overlookin Itty 
Creek Valle,. 

On lion &7, March 25, .. .eturne to Logan Creek Cabin, 
but en route apent moat ot the da7 tn olimbing and akiing 
on the slop •• below He.veD'. .ak on the •• st alde or . cDoDkld 
Creek V 11e7. On Tu.a al. larch 26, the party proceeded on 
out to ·cDonald Lake Chalet an lton and apent the nlght QD 

Car A-30 at hlt.tlab. 

on edn.a al, arch 26, .oat of the part, akie on 
the slope. or Hell Roaring Mountain above htt.fiah, and the 
entIre party- atten<18 .. reception and dinner gi.en by the 
hit.flah Chaaber ot Commerce ana Liona lube Short talks 

.ere • e t tb.a d1nner bl tour we hera or the party. 

That night, ar A-30 waa attache to Train 0.29 
aatbound, and the party returne . to innea}olia. 

The entire trip as inter. ting an enjoyable tro~ 
a person.l point ot y1 •• , th ugh atrenuoua, ana • a made 
without any 8 erloua incio..ent. 1'h.e S\lperlnten ent or the Park, 

.J •• ' rt, and all or hia .taff coop.r~te~ to the utmost 
degree 1n tactlitatlng the j urn.f, as ld the Great ortbern 
Divlalonal Superintendent at .hitefiah, .Minton. 
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Detailed: Findings .s ~k111lS C,onaitlona 

1. The high.a, .~ons MeDon 1 Lake ana eDonald Cre.k, until 
it lea.e. tba .al1el 01 bs to the s 1tcbback belo Granite 
ark, &8 rouna to b. saootb and undrift.d and block. bl on17 

o • slide a all. and h It north or Ava.lanche Cup. ltb the 
.~cept1on ot this one allde, bleh Qula require raaoval, it 
ooul be. al11 tra.eled bl nowaobl1. or ano caterp1l1ar ur­
lng the inter months without an, turther plowing o. clearlDg. 

2. The akllng poaalbilltle &1" OHed b7 the natural bowl 
Jaoeat to SperrJ Glacier an perr, Chalet are not surtio1.nt 

to warrant the long climb up the narro Y 118, to tbla bowl. 
It 1. a rather long tour tor the a.erage skler, aDU e.en ith 
o •• rnlgbt abelter proy1 ed in Sperr, .halet, it dld hot appear 
that the ak1ing possibilitiea •• re sufficient11 attract1 •• to 
warrant 1ta development. The are. 1. 11, ite in al&e ,aud anJ 
runs posalble .ould be verJ abort. In ltlon, there la ao .. , 
though Dot ser10ua, avalancbe danger in one part of the trall 
up the v.llel. 

3. The alope. l'rom eDon ld Creak Valle,. up to Granite ark 
and on toe Swltt Current Paa. aftord excellent .kling posslbil­
itle.. The total drop 18 betw.en 2,100 and a.ooo vertloal teet. 
uch ot the alope 1s covered b7 open burned ttaber, but apaced 

aufficientl} apart 10 that fast Punnt~g 1. poaalble. I desoent 
... made b7 the taster ... bera of the part7 OD breakable 101 
crust, about the lDOat dit lcult con l.t1ona poaslble, an at1ll 
it provided v.rT eDJo7able aport. It • Buitable tor both 
•• erage and adTKDced .klera. Though it t ce aouth ••• terll, 
It sboul • for rea.onabll goo ano. oondition. moat ot the 
wlnter, aa there as 11ttl, evideno. ot win cr~t. The goo4 
akl1n alope. e~tende tor at least two ~lea on the alope. 
un er th. Garden all, roughll • mile on each sIde of arenIte 
Park Chalet. Ther. are aoma rook outcro pinga on the 10 e~ 
slope. oppos1te lat Top ount.ln, but 8 can be a.aoenoed 
lthout aD1 un ua Irrlcultl. 

,. ranit. ark Chalet ~ it pre.ant torm 1e not Buitable 
tor a wlnt.r cha1et. There 1s no lnaide acoe •• tra. the main 
roo .. to the be ooma. Aceesa was gained with Q1fflcult7 to 
t 0 of the be ooma 8.Dd the 16&iD l1ving rOGa, ut tor wtnter 
use, 1nal'e accea8 would b. -requIre. The roo .. in b1ch the 
blanket. anu bunks were .tored .ere eavi11 ano.ed up aDd &CC8S • 
• &8 1 o •• 1ble. 



. 5. e slopes on the •• stern side of conal Creek V 11.1, 
o )poalte Granite Park and runntng northerl, trom Heaven'. e&k, 
attor the est skiing in the ark, consisting again of about 
2,500 to Z,OOO vertical teet, lth steepness avera lng roughl, 
tro. tltt. n to twenty de •••• he 10 er slope. are t1abered, 
but not too be.v1l, tor skiing, and a8 altitude La &ine, the 
ttaber thlna out tor excellent running. There 1s. ide gaah 
down th entire slope about two ~l •• north of aeaven's eak 
whlch ·attords 'a r.a~l7 sensational open run all the •• 7 down 
th slop. and, 1n the opinion ot the oat eXperienced .ambera 
ot the party, it was as 004 ' run a8 bad be Il enjoyed. &01-here 
in orth America. Thi. entire elope tro. Heaven'. Peak north, 
tacin cDonald V ley, orters t1rst cla •• possibilitles tor 

o1fIlhl 1 skiing. ow con 1tlona here ere foun ~o be perteet, 
as there ha be.n a trash tall ot anow, but • &In, the a .enoe 
ot wln4 an the tact that the slope race. north woula enaure .. 
goo average .now aurface con ltloft8 .. one could ex ect anJ-here. 

6. The trai l tl"0IIl the oontluenoe or MeDonald and Kineral , 
Creeka at the toot or Flat Top ounta n, lea~1n8' up M1neral Creek 
to Cattle ,Queen an be7on4 to Kootenai Pa •• , 1s attractlYe and 
suitable tor touring skl • It o.erni t shelter .ere prOVIded 
near the he d of the valle1 below ootenal Paaa. It would b. a 
moat 8nj07.ble tour. A8 1t •• , the ranger cabin at Oattle Q~een 
at orde4 the part1 verT adequate ahelter. Kootena1 aaa and the 
bowl below 1t glve excellent • ling, as 0.. tbe rwn down the 
northern side or the Paaa. All ibis 1s 1n the nature ot touring 
skling an shoul be llnked up Itb 8 tour around Flat Top oun­
tain an eat Flat Top ount.ln, and unner Trapper'a Peak on the 
••• terlr .ide. ' It would require, beside. a shelter cab1n on Kln­
eral reek, anoth.r cabin 1n the v101nlt1 ot .lft1 ount.1n C-.p 
and probably a third cabin un er Trapper'. Peak, to make posalbl. 
the c.omplete tour aroun lat Top Mountaln. Owing to the 11ml.ta­
tiona ot time an the tact that most ot the countrr coul be a.en 
trom either Kootenai Pa •• or eaven'a Peak slop., thi8 tour ... 
not ao.e. 

7. lat Top ountain 1s s~ltable on17 tor tourlng .kiing. 
The lo.er slopea or the ountaln in lta entlr. oircumterence are 
preclpltou. an ascent an de.cent can be aade onl7 bJ certa1n 
creek beds, cblerly lat op Cr ek and Cont1nental cre.k. ~lae-
here the going v.rJ 1fficult. Onoe on top, there 18 tine 

tour ing countr7. . t ownhl1l running down the.e slope. 18 at 
all t 1 • dang_rOlls beeau..e all end in practically aheer drop. 
ne~ the bot to •• 

8. There is exce.11ent skl to be .foun in the beaawaters 
or oDonald Cr et unaer Trapper's Peak In Longfellow Creek • 
• trlbutar7 or aoDonal~ Cre.k. The.. elopes are .Lmlla~to tho •• 
foun un er Heaven's .ak. To reach the •• 1t 18 nece sarf to 



travel fro. three to tl •• ~l.a up on the flat or oDonald er •• k, 
again 1n the nature of a tour. 

9. Hell Roar1ag .ountain ai hit.tlah 18 auitable 0011 
tor loaal Ge.elopaent tor &kliDg, and -extenai.e 4e.elopment OJ 
outa14. capital woul Dot be Juatifled. 
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SIlo tall in the eDon Id ValleJ ar.a or the ark appears 
to b. ad.quate tor a ski s ... on ot at le •• t tlve aontbs and 
pos.lbly aix months. At the time ot our trlp, tbe ano tall 
averaged about tlve te.t In depth Oft tbe valleJ tloor. 

A tabulatlon or weather cond1tions tor the past tour 
winter .... on., pertaining to clear AnQ cloud, days, ln41-
Ckt.. tbe following figure. tor the winter months tro. 
Dece.ber through Apr!l: 

Clear DaJ. 101 
Partl, Cloudy Da,s 104 
010\141 Da7. 337 

Thi. 1n leat.. a •• t1atactor, a.erage or clear w.ather tor 
touri.t .kling: 

Ta.perature. appear to be aoaerate at all t1mes, aa 
MeDonal Lake .eldoa .tree.e. over. At BeltOD dWt1:ng the put 
s.ason, the mean tellperatlD"e tl'0la Deoe.bar tbl"o\lgh .arch 
was 25 deg.I'., with tha lo ••• t IlOnth, December, being 28 deS.P. 
anel the highest D1Dn~ being as 4eS.'. In April, the t.-per­
ature. run higher. 

ane .rr advantageous teature or the elimate in, thi. 
are~ 18 the ~par.nt ooaplete ab.enoe ot .incl. The eva .now­
tall, the accumulation ot .no. on tr.e. root., and the 
whole appearance ot .now on the upper .lop.. 10 10at. un­
uauallJ cala oondltlon.. 1D4 oruat i. one ot the worst 
enuUe. ot akl1.Dg, an thi. t ctOP 1a oat laportant 1n 
a •• e.slog ruture 4e.elopment ot aD1 are •• 



SUmmar7 of Park S.rv~c. 011el Aa 
to 1nter De.alop!!nt ot Ratlonal Park. 

The p,licl., of the atlon~ Park Servlce-wiih reterence 
to the deYelopment or Ratlonal Park, tor winter uae wa. di.-
cu •• e~ at length wlth .1.. t, Superintendent ot the 
Park, .1I.B.a.attl, Park Baturali.', and .Elaar Plad •• rlt, 
Chief Ranger, -at a .. eting tollowing the conclu.ion ot the 
trip_ FUrther detailed inrormat1on on that .ubJeot baa been 
obtataed rroa a P~k eryice M..orandua dated .arcb 11,1966 
( 0.PO-331), publi.hed tor the Director'. Ortica and all 
Pield ortice.. A copy or thl ... aorandu. 1. attached hereto, 
but .ame ...,. be au mmarlsed as tollow .. 

1. Future development of atlonal Park. tor winter 
.kliDg i. preterred for day u.e only and Dot to inolude oyer­
nlght aoco .. o~atlona. Tnl.,bo.e.er, applies .are to are .. 

-where there are ayal1able accomaodatlon. 1n nearb,J communl­
tle., and development or overnight accomaodatlona wIthin the 
park. 1. not neco sartly prOh1blted. 

2. The Park Service dealrea to e.elop a prograa ot 
tntormal skiing and winter .port. rather than co~etlt1.e 
skiing and blghl1 pub11cised event a sucb aa winter oarnivals. 

a. ~aJ'Ik are .. havlng adequate ,no. an reuonable 
winter acceaa w111 b. developed ~ two l1ne.: 

(a) 

(b) 

• inter u.e centera containing 01lDhi 1 practice 
,lope., do Dhl1l runa, • .all ,kI juapa, and 
.UGh ak1 llr\a or to.. .. CaD be removed at 
thi ena ot £he winier .e .. OIl. 

tabliabmant ot ,k1 touring hut. an trail. 
ror the encourag ... nt or aki t ourlng and .ki 
aountaLneerlng. ~ 

4. The Park ServIce wIll un ertake the re.pon.ibl11t, 
of ke.ping road. and park1ng are .. open and .uppl,lng Ranger 
service patrol, and publIc utIl1tIe. wIth1n the ll~t.tlon. 
or •• dlable tun a. 
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U IT TATES 
D~P RT¥&NT OP !HE IWT tOR 

IAT 0 L PA K SER'IC8 
CHICAGO, 64. ILL J IS 

March 21,1946 

MORANDO. tor the Director'. Ottlce and All Fleld Orflces· 

Thi. aeaorandua la a revlslon of, and supersede., 
the uaorandua of Augu.at l3,l~41 (RD-207) ad r •••• d to the 
Direotor's Office and the egional DIrectors, in whlch the 
pollc7 of the lational Park Ser.ice regarding winter use 
ot the area. a~nl.tered bJ the Service was atated. The 
original .. aorandua has been interpreted aa tapo.ing r.­
atrictlon. on .inter use whIch .ere not lntended and which 
would pr •• ent the holding ot certain coapetltive event. 
publlc17 deairable and not inJurioua to the natural value. 
the erv~c. 18 obligate to sareguard. 

t • recognised that important recreat10nal bene­
ttta are avaIlable durIng the inter month. 1n are •• ot 
the ational ark J.t .. having • he.v7 t~ 1 of ano and 
here the oltmate 1a other i.e not too .evere. It 1. tur­

ther reco 1.e that, It e a. lable un er proper con­
trol., the u.e of our area. for healthful out-ot-door peorea­
tlon during the inter .antha 1a •• erl d •• lrable wal to 
make the scenlc an other natural value. of the B7.t .. 
av llable tor the benetit an enJoy,ment ot the people. 

It la, theretore, the pollcy or the Xat10nal ark 
ervlce to encourage a winter use progr .. that .111 re.ult 

in the aaxiaua benerita oaalble to the largest ~ber ot 
eople to an extent .hlch w111 not re.ult 1n Lapair nt ot 

thoa. resourcea this Serv1ce baa aa ita Gut1 to con.erve, 
pr ••• r.e an protect. To accaap11ah thea. eDd., the rol-
10.1n prlnctpl •• shall overo: 

1. An, ruture e.elop.ents for wlnter acoa..oda­
tions in areas of hea.y aDowtall W1Ll be contined to 
those neee sary tor da, use, and 111 not include . 
ov.rnt t accommodations. here overnl t &coo..o­
dation DOW .Aist in such locationa, the Bational 
Park Servlce w11l require the1r operation during 
the .lnte. on~7 in case. 1n hich the, can be oper­
ated at reasonable rat.. Ithout rlnanc~.l 10 •• 
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to the concesstoner. L1m1t. overnight acca.mo ationa 
can be p~ovided outaide ot the h.av7 anow ar ... In ao .. 
ot the parka but equally de.irabl. or better accoaaoda­
tIona can b. pro~lded in nearbJ co..unlties. ·it 1e our 
de. ire to encourage local communit1e. to provide this 
Ber 1ce an , in many place., it ahould Ive the sub­
stant1al buainess ~eturn. during the perl0 normall} 
alack. 

2. ~he Service e.ire. to develop an encourage a 
progr ot ntor .. l skllng, anow.hoeing, lC8 akatlng 
an~ tobogannlng, in wh ch 11 tho.. who 4ea1re to do 
so, whether the, are skllle or un.kllle , ma, partic­
ipate. 'inter carnival., co petlt1.e event. an , in 
general any spectacle. ho.e purpose 1a to attract 
large crowd. of .pectatora wl1l be avolded It th81 
appear likelf to oT.ro~owd av llable accommodatlona 
and tacllltle., and thua act .. a deterrent to tamilJ 
and other group •• hi,ch come to enjo1 the inter uae 
ot the park.; or it the} are llkei, to cau ••• eriou. 
tracr c or other ag ... nt d1fflcultie.. Declslon 
on indlvidual events w111 be .-de b, the proper Re­
gional Director. 

a. In park are .. havin adequate anow and a r •• son ... 
able .. ana ot winter acceaa, the tollo.ing develop-
•• nts _111 b authorised tor e8tabli.~nt b1 the 
Bat10nal ark Servioe a. fund. are made available and 
it the amount of u.e Justitie. the expen.e: 

(a) inter Use Centers. Careful .tud, w111 be 
g ven to locatIon ot develop nt. tor anow us •• 
henever posalble, inter u •• faciliti •• in 
~ park wIll be prov1de in a alngl. center. 
A _.J.llter uae center ,lnelWl. Ul1 or allot 
tbe tollo_Lng: Practlce .lope., downhill runa, 
!JIWrovi.eci &ki Jwapa whlch' oan be r IIlOTec1 at 
the en ot the Winter, an ski lift. or to ., 
toboggan .11d •• , other Installationa 
bleb are a proved bJ the D1rector. SkI 

11ft. an~ tow. wl 1 be 11~t.d to the tTPe. 
tnat can be r •• o.ed at the end of the winter 
•• ason. 

It ia not the int ntton 1n the eve lop­
ment or auch A oenter to l1m1t the publio to 
uae ot thIs a:r.a an to di.courage the more 
Inaep n ent type of araon who, wIthin our 
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our nerd resul.tiona, wanta to do ao .. 
eros.-oountrJ work or other.ia. pract1ce 
hl. 0 n lde .. ot a winter aa,' ·. outing. 

( b) Ski 'louriy Hut. ano. 'tra11.. 'fA.r. 
are belieyed to be-;nQ"gilback-oountr,. alt1 
hut. now av6.11able to aerYe tbe .~p.r i.Mntal 
program wblch .hou14 prec.d. AnJ 88Deral .x­
pan.lon or tAla tJPe ot public acoommodatlon. 
Ihouia t~ publl0 4 •• 1re to u.. thl. tJP. ot 
tacl11t7 to the extent t t aome enthus1a.t • 
.. aert, the S.ry10e wl11 then be glad to COD­
aldv a program of further encouragement ot 
aki tour1ng an _ki aountalneer1ng. 

Tra11a w111 be oonatructed ana aarked 
only atter deta11ed plans have been prepare4 
and approved 1n advAnoe. 

f. Tbe Serv1ce .ill char ., or al10 charg •• to 
be mad., tor speclal tacllit1 •• an •• ry1ce •• ucha a .ki 
to •• , skating rink., toboggan alide.,ete. Th ••• svvlc •• 
w111 be provIded b7 the park conc •• aioner. 

6. The re.ponsibilitie. in keeping park ro&4_ 
&nQ parking are .. olear ot .now, .upplJ1ng ranger .erviee, 
patrol, first i4 aDQ public ut111t1e., suCh &8 .ater, 
.anitation,etc., will be acco~ll.h.d within the ltalta­
tiOD of aya~labl~ tunda. ~.tJ tactor. 111 be kept 
atrlctlJ 1n ~nd at all t~a. 

6. The SerYice .111 endeavor at all tl ... , 
through the Director ana tb ' field off1cial., to •• eur. 
the moat competent adylc. avaIlable Oft the subject. 
covered bJ thia polloT .tatement. 

(.lgned) ••• to.n .Dr\117 
Dlreotor. 

O,-201-1~ 1lltel' Us. 01101. 



DCLOSURE B 

REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT & DIRECTORS OF THE GREAT BORTHERB RAILROAD 

OI THE POSSIBILITIES FOR A SKI DEVELOPMENT IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARI 

The following report is based upon a reconnaissanoe 
made in the Park during the latter part of March, 1946 , under the 
leadership of Alfred D.Lindley . Entering by the Belton Gateway 
and proceeding to the Logan Creek - Flattop mountain area, a .eek 
was spent in visiting slopes whioh the oontours on the topographioal 
map indioated might be suitable for skiing. 

A potentlal ski are. may be asses seQ from many different 
points of view. In applying to this problem my knowledge of the 
principal resort regions of the United States, mludle Europe and 
Australasia, I have tried to put myself in the position of the 
Railroad directors . On this basis, the primary oonsideration is 
this: The Great Northern is in the transportation bu ness and 
not the resort hotel business . Nor is the Great N them a phil­
anthropic agency created for the benefit of skier • 

The logical objeotive for the Rai 
ment would then be this: to secure the grea 
revenue - new business from skiers - with 
diture for facilities to attract the ne 

ad in a ski develop­
st possible additional 

e least possible expen­
siness . 

The exper ience of the Union acific Railroad with their 
Sun Valley development has great Jbear g on this problem. The last 
time that I discussed the matter with Mr •• P.Rogers, operation mana­
ger at Sun Valley, he told me that the actual Sun Valley plant -
hotels and ski lifts - was doing no better th~ meeting costs , al­
though operating at capacity , but that the Railroad was pleased 
with the project because of its enormous auvertising value , and 
because such a great dollar volume of railroad tickets was being 
sold to skiers wit~out the addition of any new trains to the rail­
road schedule . 

I was als~ much interesteu in what Mr . Louis Hill told me 
about the summer operation of the Glacier Park Company: that it did 
not operate at a profit, but was valuable tor attracting tourist 
business and publicity to the Railroad . I do not believe that it 
would prove possible to adapt the summar use buildings for winter 
ski use, except perhaps 1n the case of Granite Park Chalet , of which 
I shall speak later . 

The second major factor bearing on our problem is the 



attltu. • or th atlonal. ark S.rvice to ~ ski , ina •• uch .. 
an, d .... elopaent in Gl cier oul have to ... t tne r gulatlona or 
the .rv10.. t Ie t to note that Sun Valle, a bullt 
on private 1 ua. un ar par.it trca the atlonal 
Foraata. 

T~e attlt e of t. orest. ' a entirely l£rerent £roa 
that ot the Park. when 1t COl1ifJ8 to skiing. The Por.ata encourage 
ski and the arks l.courage 1t. hia 18 beca .e 0 the nature 
ot the act ot co~e slonal authorltl Under wh ch th Park Serv1c. 
oper tea. Thl act. eelfle. that the n tural beautle. ot the P rka 
muat be preaorved absolutel} intaot, except tor 1"'0 da or .oce.8, 
rlre prev ntlon road. and auch abelter ul1d a as can be land­
acaped 1nto the natural acene. 

'here the kler runs afoul ot thls pro Ialon 1. 111 hia 
baalc n.ed tor uphill conv.,Ance - ski 11tts. it out .uch 11tt., 
on a 1 ge aeale, no akl resort coul p08sibl7 attract a large 
public. The failure ot the ski operation at aunt Rainier 1a di­
rectl} attributable to the refusal ot the .t1onal Park Service 
to sanctIon the construction or a Jor I1tt. Tbe7 will p.r~t 
only such tow. a. can be dismantled in • r. 

I have talked to maDJ Par ervlce Orrlciala, both in 
the arks an In aahlngton, m&ll1 or th •• aen per onall, tavorable 
to arc skIing, and thei all t 11 the ama storr: Park ServIce pollc7 
on aki 11Eta 111 re in unchanged until pre aura fro aklera torces 
an enamant in ongre •• to the act under whlch they operate. Thel 
concede th t otor 1"0848 otttUl ake or •• scars 1n the Park. tban 
a akl 11tt ould, but ther poInt out that there are teD aotorlsta 
to .veri skIer aes r ace ••• to the ark •• 

belleve that 10 fift.en rears' time there 7 .ell 
be en ugh presaure rro skiera to brin about & change in pollc1 
on thIs point, but In the m.~.hLle think the re t orthern 

Quln ·0. 1 to postpone .. Jor resort evelopment an to con­
centrate on a type ot akl~ h ch the ark Service waul approve, 
th t ia, skl to~1ng. 

i e ain tor a rao ent, aulQ poInt ou.t that hen 
~ It ark Service pollcl approves the conatruct on ot lIfts &n 

leI hot ls, a .agnitlcent resort coul be buIlt on the .orth-Ba.t 
slop.s or Heaven'a Peak RIdge. Tbl are appears to otter terra~ 
and condition. hich ~ght surp •• a thoae ot anI are. no de.eloped 
in the Ited stat.a. I ahall appen4 to this report some Ide .. 
about -thia possible e ... alopment, bleh can be tIle .wa} tor future 
r rerence. 
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.turn1ng no , to t • 8U ject 01: akl tour ,let .. 
little ckground. Ln , ope hi mounta.1D 81d tOUl'in 

~ a n hi 17 yelop. I thank. 1 017 to the actIYitl •• ot 
the oluba of the G rman Al.pine Un1on, whicb built hut. In the 
prlnclp~l' ranges or Auatrla at 19b ait tud ••• ~h r. • also 
ch na ot huts in nAvarla, S It&erlancl, Pranoe an tal,.. In &ll, 
there at be a hWl • such hut. in a1 • ope, an man,.. 
thouaand. ot akl rs .trOll .:11 countri.. e u.e or the e.01"7 
ae aon. I have ott n 40ne .o.ya.lt, and ' I c a,. that tn.p. 
1. no phaa. of lin which ottera .ora r. dlng pleaaure th 
th t of ~1 g a trip aaon the.e alpin. huts. .nthu8iaaa 
tor this branch ot the aport ha 1e me to the position or ch&1t'-

ot th ut Co~tt.e ot 8 ationa1 kl Associ tlon. It 1a 
the 10 -1" • bJ ettyo ot our 0 tt.e to foat.r the e •• lop­
.ent in th t. St t.a of ch inA ot touring buta campara 1 to 
tho.. in 

to date on1y a s 11 to 10 1ng has ' been built up tor 
a 1 t ~1 in the Unlted tate.. It at be r .... b.r. that 
ownhl1l skIIng, as difterentiat. tram Jumpln an croas-countr, 

r oLog, baa onl1 been practls. 1n this country tor bout tilt eon 
l.ars. Durin th1s parioQ .e h ve a an the Invent10n or the .ki 
chair lift an the prollreration ero a the Lana of varloua type. 
or uphill con~.1anc. tor .ki.rs. In their .nth s1 ... tor ape. , 
an in their .sire quiok17 to ,tel' techniqu., 0 young people 
have acquired an exagg. ate inter. t 1n "downhill on17" skling. 
Youth ant. to go fast nd 0 hard. 

t aa mall7 or our rlcan akiers are beginning ~o 
t air tort Ie. their fiftie. • Dotice aaong thea a trend 
le • Y olent tor of akling. kl tourln 1a id •• l 

recreation tor opla of le a, an eapeci 117 tor people 
ho wiah to 8nJ07 the beaut,. an gr eur ot the auntalns in .tnter. 

At . r.sort In Alta,Utah, w. are no. noting a ro 1ng intereat in 
aki tours. The 70ung_tera atlll want to ride the 11ft. contlnu 11" 
but the older people are anx10ua to • leieurely tripe in the 

1 h countr,. om a business point ot v1 •• it 18 Laportant to 
consIder tb t touring appe ls to an age oup ch .tter situate 
tln 01 11 th the' loung r people ~t.rest. 1n rae ng. 

I 11 v. then that are goln to .e. in the next 
eca a a ida growth In public intere t 1n aki tour1n , and that 
Ith ti e there 111 • 1 ge nuabers ot aklers r. 7 to ake a 

10n Joarne, to re ch t.r~aln h en otters th co bination of gooa 
ski slopea, Inap1rin aounta1n be uti," oomtortabl. b ta and compe-
t. gu "' ••• 

Glacler tlonal ark he £1rat too thoae reQulre-
nt air 1; aee no re son hy the other t 0 cannot be ~Y.1ope 
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lth s 11 outla, of capital. Let us then exaua1ne the d1rterant 
tactors wblch enter into ·the aki touring p1cture. 

~ Condit1ons 

OUr par~, Id not atuaJ actual lear-oJ-lear anow recorda. 
but fro tal~1ng i ~h rangers an ot.bers .. e learne . t.hat the Logan-

1 ttop .eetion or the Park usUallJ has skiable 4eptha ot good snow 
tro. Dece ber througb Apr11. h1. ls' le •• than Alta, ount Baker 
an Asbcrott, but m re than Sugar owl an Sun V 11e7. It 1s entirel,. 

.qua~e tor a touring terraln. 

The eat natur 1 enemT ot the akier ia wln4. Our stu l.a 
lnf1icated tbat the Chinook .in a bleb .. It the ano do not. pene­
trate to the re on in question. an that thla reglon ia .11 pro­
tecte tro wlru1a in soneral. e a.ld not t1n an} of the euatomarl 
alsoa ot hlgh w1n.: lnd alab cruatlng the anow, bent tre •• , or 
e~tra-large cornleea on rl ge tops. 

Timber 1s an important wind screen tor akiers. The alope. 
in thls area are heavil, t.imbered to within 1600 or 2000 vertical 
te.t of the ridge au.alt •• Thore la. howe.er, .uffioient .nowta~l 
to co.er up ground bruah. Thi. ana that the skler can skl through 
the tree. witbout great trouble or anger. On the .lop •• ot aeaven's 
Peak aDG in the v cln1t1 ot Itt} ountaln Tent Camp there are pleaa­
ing tiaber-tree open slopes .oat sultable tor .k1lng. ~-

aatlona 
so col 
astern 

Temperatur •• , • dld not .tudJ past recorda but con.er-
1n lcated that wlnter t.emperature. aro not anywhere nearl, 
.a tboae .bleb preyal1 1n the skl areaa ot .0 gland and 
Canada. 

Altitude: in this respect Glac1er ark 1. most t vorablJ 
situateu. Tbe slope. ' which we covered ranged .oatl} bet •• en '000 
and '1000 teet ot eleyation. Thi8 .. ana that there 18 a tar Baller 
accllaati •• t1on problem than ex1.t. in ost ••• tern resort.. Thia 
1a an taportant tactor. 

ACCESS 

Accesa to the elton Gate &1 ot the ark i. good. It 
w111 00 even better whon the ne Great ortbern fa t traiDa go lnto 
.ervice. Since no other linea and 'no airlines .erve Belton allot 
he non-automobile buaineas ould 00 to the R 1lroad. ---

lton there are 000. hl ~J. as tar .. • point 
t.o mil •• palt Logan Creek Cabin. The.e blgb a7. are not suIte tor 
winter U •• , ho ever. and. the expense or clearing the would be pro­
hibitI.e. 
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t s.... ls.r to p1 on tran.porting akl.rs n 
aupplles b-oa Iton to the .ki ar.u b,- sno -tank, or ....... 1, 
aa the d.l d.yelop. tor the ~ ountain Troops b,- Stud •• 
b er 1s call. • h ve t.sted on. ot th... chln.. In the 
d. p sno a ot Alta, and th ,- are v.r, u •• rul. h.y have .nough 
po •• r to to ••• led heavil, lad.n Ith p.opl. or aupplie., and 
the, 111 travel up to tort, ~l.s aD hour on 1 ••• 1 roa be • 
h.n'taken onto alde hl11s the, 80 tta.a throw their track., 

an thia ahou14 not be attempt.d. 

Prom the point where akiers going to the Heav.n'. 
Peak are. would le&ve the high , to Logan Pu. there appe.u-a 
to e • r _ gon or 10ggin road that oe. to within ~l. 
ot the toot ot the e •• en'. P.ak Rid e open .lope. 0 .ork 
ould n.ea to ba don. on thIs road to • 1t r.a , tor " ..... 1" 

trattlc a. it i. alr.ad, all ada. oa the point here thi. 
trail .nd. it .ou! b. nec.saarl to wld.n an .xlattng hor •• trail 
to the toot ot the big op.n slope on a ••• n'a P.ak RId e, which 
1s the natural sit. tor a ba •• cabin. It .ould alao be n.c.ssar1 
to thro. ' a log brid e o.er _.CDoDaL Cre.k Just be,ond ,the pr ••• nt 
bridge whlch tak.. the hors8 trail oyer In.ral Cre.k. I 0 not 
think the .xpen •• ot the.e op.ratlons woul exce. 3000. 

ro • 
coul 
woul 

It the ba •• C bIn .r. locate a .u e te ' , no furth.r 
ould e requ1r.~ tor the touring proJ.ct. he hlgher cabina 
e stocked wlth .taple. b7 horae a .r, an the 8kl.r. 

carr, Ith th .. th.ir per18h bie tooa.. 
There 1. a ano -alld. probl on the highwa, about balt 

wa1 bet •• en Logan Cr •• k Cabin an c onald Lake Chal.t, but it 
i8 not a v.r, bad one. he all e, hich co ea down e •• r, 1ear, 
ia onl7 about two hundr. r •• t 1., an .the poa.lbllit7 ot a 
- ••••• 1'." h ppen ng to at that e act a 1 spot at the one 
ao.ent when the slide come. down 1. .0 reaote a to b. a!.oat 
inoalculable. to clear a track tor a ..... 1" ov.r the alid. 
once it had come own woul b. about h It- a,'a ork tor t 0 
.. n 1th aho •• l.. The alld •• which eroa. the Logan P •• road 

s it c1 b. up un er The araen all ouI be el n te aince 
the rout •• ould tollow the vall.,-tloor road hlch branch •• ott 
to the ••• t about tole. b.ron Lo an eke bin. 

I S& Do·particular .yl .nc. that the op.n alope on 
H.aven's Peak Ridge wa. sUbJ.ct to alldln. A ranger tol ua 
that the t1mb.r ... t ken out b, a tor.at tir., tollo •• d by 
1 ber1n, an not by rock or ano .lide.. owev.r, tb.re 1. 
a cornlce on the clitt. at th. top ot th. rl ge b ch 19bt 
br.ak ott occas10nally, .0 tb t 1t ou! b. ell to locat. anJ 
in.tallat on. to on. ald. ot the op.n alope 1n the heaTJ tt.ber. 



• 
• 

-6-

A CHA I OF HUTS" - _ .............. 
uppoa1ng then that a baa. cabln were buIlt near the 

toot ot the open alope on Heayen's Peak Ridge , what " ould be 
the poss1bilities for tours trom thIs a1te an~ to other ~ablna 
in the area' 

'!here ould be, tirst ot all, the trip to. de on 
the rl ge its It. There i& enough Yar1et1 here to provide at 
leaat three ay.- touring, perhaps ore. Ascent. could be made 
to Itrer nt parts of the rl ge, lncl ding Heaven'. Peak it •• l.t,· 
ith return each e •• n.lng to the baa. cabin. 

"An e cell_nt d 7 trIp ould 'be th t or ero •• ing the 
1'alle1 and ell bing to Granite Park Chal.et. The .. ountalnside 
below Granite rk proyid ••• err ood runnin througb burned 
ttaber, wh1le the .lope. in the vicinlt7 ot the chalet 1t.elt 
are 8xtr ... ly attracti.e ana tho general ac nlc outlook 1nco.~ 
parable. 

Should 1t be po •• ible to convert one ot the. 11 
c bins at Gran! te Par tor winter \lBe an ke.p 1 t cl .. ar ot anow 
(the.e cabtna .ere total17 eovere when we .i.ito the alte) 
this area would prov! e at least one and poasibly two daya ot 
ba utltul touring. a dId not have tl~ to cllab to S.~tcurrent 
Pasa, but it 18 not unlikeli that there ould bs a good tour 
over the Pa •• an down to &rei anJ Glacier. Another good tour 
rro. Granite Park algbt run aouth along the high abelt und r 
The Garden all. 

Our partJ spent two nlghts t Cattle usen cabin, in 
the v&11e7 east ot Flattop Mountain on inera1 Creek..nd e 
.ere ta.orablJ impres.ed w th the skiing possibiliti •• or the 
terr 1n 17ing at the headwaters ot thls creek, n below the 
pas. whlob leads to P1rtr ountain Tent caap . It a .AAll 0 •• 1"­
night cabin ere built near the polnt where n.r&1 era k riae. 
out ot thlck t~bep into open countr7 it ould •• r.e & a tour1n& 
ba.e tor tine slopes on both 814e. ot the DIvIde 1n this LBae iate 
ar.a . 

e ~l not h¥ve t •• to ke the circuit aro~ the 
north en of Flattop ounta1n troa the head. ot Ine1"a1 Creek to 
the ead ot oDonald reek but trom viaual ob.ervation frQ high 
points of vantage ana. tro .tud,1 or the topographickl aap it .a •• 
l1kely that a further overnight cabin shoul b. loc ted on the 
south ald. ot tha Divide near the head or o~onald Creek, anu 
uno.er rappar Peak . ThJ.a cabin oul open up tour. in tbe light17 
wood.a 1"1 g.. around Trapper eak. 
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To sum up, construction or • ba.e cabin-at the ~oot 
ot the open slope on B.ayen I a Peak Ri ge , and. or oyernight 
c bin. at Granite Park an near the head. ot )lineral and 

C on&14 Cr.eka woul provide & ~~ circle ot hut. 1D inter­
e.ting country hlch ould otrer~tourlng skler a qUick 
trip of tour da1. It he chose to proceeu rap1dlJ troa hut to 
hut, a leLaurelf trip ot a ••• k if he chos. to make a side-tour 
trom each atopping place, or an .xtende4 trip ot tortn1ght 
or longer It he chose to make aeveral side-tours trom each 
atopp1ng place. 

Pro what I mo or the pa7choloQ ot'- skI touring 
I believe that suoh a .et-up would w 11 suit the demanda ot 
the euato .. rs. Our modern citJ &1 ot liying haa 80 80ttened 
u. th t, while we tlnd a temporar1 plunge into raw nature vel'1 
exhilarating, too long an exposure to "har4ah1p" proQue •• nerye 
strain and irritabilltJ. Depending on tt. individual, tlYe to 
ten d&l. i. about the right length ot time tor & .ki touring 
part, to ata, out in the .ounta1na . -

.... PLA--.-NB;",;;,..;;;I...,H ... Q ~ ~ Qt: ffitG. 
I would. eat that tho proJecteQ cabin. be built 1n 

the a~le at,1e usod for the ranger cabins .hich .e occupied 
during our trip. The •• are bu It ot local loss, Joint. an 
caulked, the 1nter10rs not ceiled or liDed, shingle root,rough 
tloor1ng, 1de glass inclo •• , barred to prevent anlaal entrJ, 
and wlth (an attract1.e teature •• fOUDa at the Cattl. Queen 
cabin) an exteneled overhanging tront eaye, which, when tho snow 
becomes deep about the cabin, proviuea a aem!-enclos.a porch that 
adda 11Yin apace to the unit 1n pleasant .e.ther and a log1cal 
spot tor storin _ooel an ski.. Cabins ahoud be large enough 
to accommodate eight to t.el.e aklers. 

Since the part1e. th t will go out in tuture are 1 k.lT 
to be losa homogeneous than .. our. it would be well to proy1cle 
tor ao .. a.sPegatio ot the s.xe. an dresaing priyacy. This 
proble has b.en well hanaleu 1n the wI Creek Cabin at Sun 
Valle, bT the us. ot beaVJ curtains running on t1&ed wire. which 
can be use to 1y1de parte of t.he cabin .1nto separate .l.eP1na 
.eot10ns. Cooking ana. he.tinS .tOY •• , both burning wood, would 
be in or er, U .ould .. nearbJ' .impl. prlYJ. Cabina should be 
located clo •• to open w.ter, an~ should bave a small rOoQ-cellar 
un or the floor, wbere canned goods, brought in b7 horae in 
• ar, could be stored without dang.r ot rr.e.log or anlaal 
consumption. 
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The b a. cabin at Heaven's eak Ridg •• houl probably 
be om •• hat .ore elaborate in lan since larger numbers or 
sklers y be there tone t e than ·in the outlying c bins, 

since it at a.rve •• wain supply baa. aa inter ho .. 
tor the gu1 e. ho 111 operate the project. It might even be ell 
~o uon81Q~r buIlding a central cook-houae r creat10n center 
cabin, w1th small living cabins group ~b ut it. It oula a180 
b vi.able to prov! e • simple runnlng water sl.te. Ith a 
kitchen alnk ana ~ community bath-tub. 0 doubt a pipe-line run 
• te. hundred lards north up c on Q Creek oul pro ace wat.r 
pressure, while he tins could be one WIth a tank an colla 
tt che to the c ok ato.e. 

I do not hay. an7 recent figure on th coat or ~o, 
c b1n construction, an I re l1z. that skilled laoor or this 

ind haa probably lnflate a. uch as anI other tIP., but I 
• ul venture to e.timate that the overnight cabin. at the 
bea • tera ot Lneral cDon Id Creek. could be built ana 
equippe tor not ~or. than ~500 each, that one ot the 8 ,all 
c bin8 at Granite ark could be fitte with vertical ahaft 
entrance and ventilation tor not more tbon -500, and that the 
baae unit at Heaven'. Peak RIdge coulu be bullt an equipped 
tor not more th 15,000. 

Total Budget: 1 urlng 22,500 tor cablns, as above; 
3000 tor roaa and bridge (page .); an perh pa ~OOO tor the 
urcba.e ot two wea.e1a"; •• have a total expen iture of 
2 ,500 to .et up the proJect. I believe, turther ore, that 

the a ove eat· at •• are generous, ana that an or &nisation 
experi nce in buIldIng aa the 6iIroa uat be, wltb ita 
own c natr1.lctlon en on regular P froll, adght be able to 
trLa the conal erably_ -

In later yeara, It th project rlourlabe., other 
outlyln cabins coul be built to enlarge the touring circult, 
an au ltional tacilitie. and comrorta coul b • deu at the 
baae .camp. Shoula the ark Service ever ch e ita polIcy 
MD Heav n's Peak'becom available tor a hotel an 11tt de­
velop nt the cabins which ba been conatructe4 for tourIng 
baa. camp ould .til l be uaetu tor help accommodation •• 

L 1Q ... O;.;.,;P=;;.-= _ !!1! PROJECT 

As Chairman of the Hut .0 ' itte. ot the National Ski 
Associ t10n, I bave alre. 7 given a gr.~t deal or th'ught to 
the moat .ffec~lve an Jet economical tbod ot operating a 
eha1n ot hut.. tn ope, in the good AustrIan hutB, the 
B1at ia this: a part1 going up to a hut chain .111 eng • 
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111 eng • a SUi e to go up .1 th the tro. one ot the alp1ne 
town.. Depe inS OIl hi. r... the nwaber in the put)'. 
hi. 1'.. .i~l range bet.een ten all<1 tent., dollar. a cia,. 

each ot tb. big hut. there 1. a hut ... ter in re.idenoe, 
uaual17 ... late bJ bi. 1re ughter., who 40 the oook-
ing an clean1D&. 'the buta belo g to the 0 raan Alpine Clube 
an~ the rat. tor tood aDd be vari •• with the altitude ot the 
hut, the .,.t expenaiYe ~1ng thoae to whlch supplie. muat be 
packed the greate.t distance. Thu. the rate. range bet. en 
three an .even dollars per peraoD per 4a7. 

This system 1s pract1cal and works •• 11, but. a all 
not be Nad,. to uae 1 t in thla countrJ' until .e haye a large 
touring public. .loll the .eanti_ •• muat illprovia.. The aug­
geat on I ould ott.r to the Railroad 1a that the &anag1ns 01' 
the cabtna, an4 the guld~, be let out a conc.salon on a 
percentage b •• 1s to a man lntere.ted in touring who i. in a 
poait1on to associate with ~ .. elt 10 the ettort two or three 
JOun skiers competent to aer.e .. guide •• 

At the outset I oul u.I' a that the Rallro a the 
tinanoial arrangement 'fU7 ganeroua. The tirst te • .,eara of 
operation, as 1. a1 &18 the 0 ae with a ne .enture, maJ be 
h.arci sle ding. Later, hen re ar patronage baa en built t 
the terwa could be r.a juate<1 sO that the Ra1lroa .oula. beg1n 
to ,et return on ita ~ve.t .. nt. During the probationarJ 
lears the Ra1lroad'. return on ita e pen lture oulc1 be the 
rev.nua tro. tranaportatlon to Iton. I think that the pro­
Ject ahoul be .et up on the baa1. ot • tlat rate per &7 per 
alder, wh.1.ch ou! inelucl. tood, U. ot cabin., sulcle .erylce, 
an tr&n8portatlon to Hea.en'. Peak bJ " ..... 1." Dur1ng the 
present inflat10n a rate or ten dollars a &J' ou! not be out 
or 11n.. hen con Itlona return to normal art. ot not .or. 
than a.ven clollara should be the obJeoti ••• 

In chooaing the right eoncesaIoD Ire to operate the 
hut project the Rallroa has rIght no a re.ervoir ot .spec1 111 
.uItable tal.ent 1n the .. et.ran. ot the I.J!a7t 8 Teath ount 1ft 
Dl.ls10n. OVer a p riod or lears th ••• men recel.ed a ylgorou. 
tr 1nlng 1n all the elements or aki aountatneer1ng aDd lIving 
~ tbe anow. an1 ot th... n cleyelope a lo.e ot skiing ancl 
ot the mountaina that .111 never leave tb_, an I have .een 
letters tro. th •• wbleh in 1eate their daalre to get lnto a 
t,pe of bus1neaa hlch will enable th.. to spend their .tnter. 
iD the ano. Por such .. n, ork in th1a hut project would be 
1d.al. And thei have the &Qvantage or kno.1ng how to dri •• 
•• rvlee ".e .. ela, 80 that thel coul take care ot the cueto .. r 
trca th. time he got ott the train in elton till he got back 
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on again. to le ve. These .en are trained in tll" t a1 • the,. 
can t. ch a little skilng, ~nd they know bo to cook. 

I have h • ....,. that the • tb Kountaln Infant!',. baa 
it own veterans' or aniz tion, a sort ot alumni aaBaci.tioD 
or thla elite fighting unit. Applioation ta this oup it 
should be po.alble to tind tour or rlve young .. n ho oUL 
club togeth.r to take on the Olacl.r ark ski touring OODe •• -
810n. The.e bo,._ ould bring to tbe work the pre.tige or their 
Ivi810n'. war record, .. not InconalQ.rable . ~.ctor fro t 

pOint ot .,ie ot a vert!8 ng. 

r mi t sugge.t that a gOOQ m¥D to h.~d up such 
proJect ou! be Sgt. ong, who 18 no ork1n as. For.at 

anger in th Gran aDlon. Long had a 00 r8cor a a. top 
8er eant in- co.pan,. or the skl troops, an prior to tbe u-

• acti.o 1n or anialng ski 1n Arizona, here he W 8 a 
achool t. cher. ae 1s an enth 1 tIc .k1 Wlt neer and haa 
tna 1'1 ht t. per nt an re.ourcet'uln ••• to et the probl 
ot • ch a proJeot. I have not ••• n Long siDce the war or . 1.­
cua •• d the Olacler ark trIp lth h~ by letter, but thought 
or hi at once aa th rIght aortot san tor this kin ot ark. 
!th tOOl' three Jounger boy. tor gui •• (Long 1s 1n hia late 

thirtie •• &n ia .arried) an cook at the b •• camp. a man 
llke Long coul run touring. t-up etrectlvely_ 

Th pro tion or such & hut tour ng project would not · 
be an 8xpen.ive proposition. A .imple booklet 0' tour or eIght 
pagea, with a te pieture., in for a.tiOD and I' tea. would tell 
the .torr, and •• rve tor clrcul tlon to akl clubs, aki resorta 
an tr vel ent.. An annual a vert sing budget ot perhaps 500 
woul be enouh to toll the atory in i Annual, Ski Illuatrated. 
estern kl1p& and ~ e ., the pUblicatIona hies-are reid bf 

.erious akiera. presume that the Railroa Ire. 7 haa tic et 
ofr1ce& in Jor citl •• fro hlch regular tr vel aal aman could 
call upon prospecta who expressed intereat in making the trlp to 
Glacier. 

In au itlon, I can gu te. th£t the proJect ould 
rec.Iv the ekIng an support of the atlona! Skl A aoelatlon. 
an particularly ot the Hut Co itt.e ot that organi&ation. 

bara ot oup oup woul be only too glad to it. articl •• 
tor ski publlcationa bout th lacier ark touring, an our 
secretary ould lstr bute lIterature to all sklera who write 
in to us tor 1nfor ation about tour~ localit!e • 
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Let me a~1 fUrther, that per o~17 .111 be baPP1 
to place 'fIq erv1eea at the <ll posltloD o~ the Ra1lroad. w1th­
out t.. 10 tbe eyent that t 1 ahould be requested for con­
sultation on 8117 ph .. e or the proJect. In pro1'l Ing for the 
akiers of thi. oountr,. the tirat .,ateaatlc .kl touring but 
proJect the Great lorthern Railroad o~a be pertor.a1ng aD 
out.tan 1 publlc ervlee. one Whioh oul reap rich 11'1-
4en4. in goo w111 an pre.tl,e. an co ... nd the re.p •• t and 
support or a 1de1,-acatterea and 81'.r-gro 1ng group ot 
aporta_n. 

R.. • ct:tull,. 8Uba1 t ted., 

-I I a LaughlIn 

J .... Laughlin 

April 15.1946 
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Supple ent: A AJOR SKI RESORT 1 GL lEn AR 

Shoul the attitude or the .tlonal Parka Ser.ice 
to ar akilng e.er be · .o Itle 10 that the Great Ror~ern 
Railroad coul~ haye a co.pl.t.l~ tr •• h&Dd In oQl1ding ~ 
the ark, t belle •• that a .. Jor r.aort could be built' on 
the open alope on Hea •• n'a P.ak Ridge bleh would O~lete(1) 
aucee.srul11 with SUD Valle,. and the other US r.sor s. 

A pre-requl.1te would b. turth.r data on the "ano. 
h bits" or thl. ~ea, su~ &8 could be gained. trom the recorda 
kept b a aki tGurlng 'Project In the Park. 

-
If it 1. e.tabllaheci, •• our part1 thought, that the 

open alope in question 1a not th. re.ult or • 8now allde, and 
not aubject to perlo 10 a.alanoblng, then thia alop. i8 wIth 
out que.tion a natural akl terrain, otrerlng superb po.slbi11-
ti.a tor re80rt de.elop ent. 

I woul enyi •• ge a hard-aurtaced road running tpaa 
Iton to the toot ot thl alope, wIth taat bu ••• rv1c. can­

necting ith the Creat orthern taat tralna. Along the .er­
tical rock ahelt on the south alde ot the alope ould be buIlt 
an alpine eable-car, or tr .... ,., or the tlpe no. in u.se at 
Franconlll, We Hupshire, onll wlth a 5~ larger cap.olt~. 

At the center ot ita vertical rlae .oul~ be a .r -
wa1 atation where the cable o~s oula atop, and .t thia point 
the main hotel ahoul be bullt, located in the tre •• to the 
ao th ot the open alop.. 'l'hus .kIlng .oula be carried on 
bot abo •• an below the hotel on the mountainaide, a ~.ature 
unLque in AMrican skilng b ch ould. have ea.t appeal on 
the baaia ot uropean experlence. 

Sheltere tro. the wind by the clitt. ot the vertical 
.he~, the tra. a7 should be able to operate continuoua11, 
arrordlD uninterrupted tranaport ot guest. an auppliea trom 
the arrival atation to the hotel. BJ taking a .ant e ot the 
.lope on bleh the hotel would be built a good archlteot 
(I would auggeat urateI' ot .L.T.) could pro uce a ern 
b~11d1ng 10 terr ce atyle in bieh everl ue.t rooa could 
have sun, a auperb v1 •• ot the great vallel below, aDQ • 
priyate balcoD1. 

katlng rink, ski .chool alope. and gentle slope. 
tor eglonerl, .erved bl a T-bar type 11tt, eould be built 
near the bas. atation ot the tr wa7. 
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Tho conatructlon or aueh a .plant would undoubtedl7 
coat 11 on to ~4 two milllon aollara. but I be11eve. thia 
In ••• tunt ould be J\L8tl1'l. bJ the qualltJ ot the ak1 
alop •• to be seryed. ID ad.d.ltlon to the maln al.op. of the 
ridge there oula be ~1De akl1Dg an the tl~.red slope. QD 
each alde, areaa tha.t ,m.u.at be Dearl, • mle wld., .ith 01'8r 
~ yertloal t.et of ateep. akiabl. elevation. !bUa a 
Yarietl ot 10ns run. ooul be .erYe4 bl the tr ... a7, tr&1la 
and open glades bel cut through the t~r. 
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GLACIER PABK HOTEL COMPANY 

Original Oonstruction Cost - Glacier Park Camp No. 1 

Hotel ) 
) 
) 

Annex and bridge ) 
) 

Kitchen ) 

Ohalets. dormitories. 
powerhouse, septic tank. 
archway. water supply, 
golf grounds, etc. 

Equipment - House bedroom, 
kitchen and all other 
equipment 

Date of 
Construction Size Type_ 

206 f x 98 r Frame with log columns 
and concrete founda-
tions 

1912-1914 243 1 x 75* Hotel 3 floors. 
-=:--- annex 4 floors 

4g t x 100' Frame 

Total - Glacier Park Hotel 

Original 
Construction , 

$168. Uo 3.90 

176,141.11 
30.948.40 

316,231.18 

, 94, ;92.08 

$786,226.67 



GLACIER PARK HQrJinJ COl-iPANY 

Statement of Navajo Rugs in Hotel and ~ex 
at Time of Original Construction of Hotel and Annex 

Physical Inventory September 30, 1914 

Hotel ' - Small Navajo rugs 
Large Navajo rugs 

Annex - Small Navajo rugs 
Large Navajo rugs 

Details of Purchase Costs 

35 @ $ 5.00 each 
87 @' $12.00 each 

117 @ $ 5.00 each 
122 @ $ 9.00 each 

361 

Purchased d.irect by Glacier Park Hotel Company from Oregon City 
Manufacturing Company, Oregon City, Oregon 

V.ay 191~ Vo. #=40 Navajo rugs 
July 1~ Vo. #31 II " 

" " Freight charges 
July 1914 Vo. #81 Navajo rugs 

~ "" 
" " Freigh t charges 

21 
3 58 x 78 

19 40 x 58 

18 58 x 78 
36 40 x 58 
18 58 x 78 

115 v 

$178.11 
25.14 
88.44 
4.4g 

150·82 
167·58 
150.82 

3.35 

Purchased direct by Great Northern Railway Company from Oregon 
City Manufacturing Company under direction of Mr. L. W. Hill and 
then billed against the Glacier Park Hotel Company 

G1Bcier Park Hotel Co. May 1914 Voucher No. 62 
G. N. Ry. Co. April l.9l~ Draft Voucher No •. 5089 (J.V. #=868 ~ ]91J) 

Navajo rugs 40 x i" 58 49 ) 
" "58 x 78 30 ) 
" "58 x 90 62 ) 

141 ./ 

Glacier Park Hotel Co. Mar 1914 Voucher No. 190 
G. N. By. Co. August 1912 Voucher No. 3351 ' 

Navajo rugs 18 

G. N. Br. Co. June 1912 Voucher No. (Purchasing Agent's drafts) 
Navajo rugs - 14 

G. N. By. C'o. ~ 1914 J. V. No. 
Navajo rugs 58 x 78 

" II 4o x 58 
II II 59 x 90 

Less 5~ 

58Gi -
8 -

25 
40 

73 

Invoice dated April 30, 1914 
$ 72.00 
125.00 
480.'00 

33·85 

361 rugs / 

Market 
Value 

$ 175 .. 00 
1,044.00 

585·00 
1,098.00 

$2,902.00 

Book Cost 

768.74 

735.00 

245.00 

210.00 

643.15 

$2,601.89 v 



GLACIER PARK HOTEL COMPANY 

Statement of Totem Poles at Time of Construction of Hotel and Annex 
at Glacier Park Camp No. 1 

Physical invento~ as of September 30, 1914 of totem poles on hand 

13 totem poles at value of $25.00 each 

Details of purchase 

The totem poles at Glacier Park Camp No. 1 were purchased 
b.1 the Great Northern Railway Company from the Hudson Ba¥ FUr 
Company t as follow$: 

/ 

Hudson Bay Fur 00. invoice 4-2-13 
10 totem poles 

1 totem pole 15' 
\' 

Hudson Bay Fur Co. invoice 5-5-14 
21 totem poles as selected 
3 totem poles delivered to other camps 

Totem poles shipped from Glacier Park to Great Northern 
Railway Company represen~ative at 
various places at request of Mr. W. 
R. Mill's letter of June 25. 1914 

16 poles 
{ 

!1 totem poles 

Book Cost 

$255.00 
52.50 

500.00 
11·43 

381.96 

$355.11 

Above totem poles were paid for by the Glacier Park Hotel Oompany­
May 1914 Voucher No. 190, in favor of the Great Northern Railway 
Oompany. 

Market 
Value 



MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Copyright in thi s digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historica l Society and its content may not be copied 

w ithout the copyright holder's express w ritten permi s­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for commercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ WW'W.mnhs.org 


