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- . P. Satterlee.

Office: 221 First-Street North.
Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S. Friday April 9 y 2918,

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,
Maj. R. I. Holcombe,
372 E. 10th Street,
St. Paul, Minn.
Dear Major: For many weeks I have been trying to get a day in St.
Paul, when I could see you'and ask for 1nformatioqbn certain points.
But my historical work is a side line, and bysiness has prevented.
In this case you can imagine that I was much pleased to get the marked
pamphlet which you sent me, and I want to thank you for it. There are
some of the corrections I would like to ask you about, for instance

the number of Indians at Acton, which you have marked four instead of

a ‘
8iXx. My reason for the six, is: Many people who lived in the vicinity

declare there were six--The Kandiyohi Co., Histor& gives six--Eckland
whose horses were stolen, says four came to the house and took the men
out and away so that others stole the horses While they were talking
with the four—-It is comwon report that Indians were seen going toward
the agency that Sunday, two on each horse and one running behind hang-
ing to the tail--lastly Rev. Pond names Hdi-na-pi and Wam-du=pi-dan
as particlpating, and all accounts give tne four others. This looks
like a case to me, though Solomon Two Stars says Pa~i%—i—yapa (Runs
against a picket stake), was not at the murders.
O0f Peter Bourrier, I should have said afterward of the 10th Regt.
I cannot see the reason for his trying to get to the Coulie as it was
filled with Indians--he must have been panic stricken.
Regarding the Andrew Jewett family--Judge Buck says 1865, and there
is a history of the Welsh in Minnesota, from which he quotes in his
book published some years ago.
As to Joseph Kellene, I went to school with a daughter and spelled

it as she did. The pronounciation seemed more like “Clean”, but they




MinnearoLis, Minn.

-—— —u.-_

were a class hardly to be called authority, even in the spelling of
their own name.

Andreas Lorentson, was a Swede, bor¢n in Hillared, Sweden, and I
am inclined to question the ¥zen" which you give.

Glad I am not the only one to quote Hi-u-ka instead of Hink-pa.

Regarding Hazen Mooer, there are several instances of this kind,
as Charles Blair, Mrs. VanGuilder, Minnie sSmith, etc. I hope to get
the data even 1f I do not use it in the 1list.

I am glad to get your endorsement of the death of Lathrop Dickinson
as Sam'l J. Brown had Just claimed it as you state, also that the
head was thrown on the manure pile back of the barn. He says he was
told this by the Indians, and believed it. But it is the only mention
of him, and at least one history says all the family escaped, while
the others infer it.

Again thanking you for information, I am,

Respectfully yours,
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M. P. Satterlee.

Office: 221 First Street North.
Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S.
‘MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.




THE MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SAINT PAUL

WARREN UPHAM : %
ARCHAEOIAGIST W L. 1 -&}. °

I. Holcombe, ‘
372 East Tenth St., Saint Paul,
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REPORT

of the Condition of the FIRST NATIONAL BANK at McINTOSH, Minn.
At the close of busmess, lune 23rd, 1915.

RESOURCES '
Loans & Discounts, U. S.
Bonds, other bonds and
securities cereeee e $205,158.62
in Feder e [ !
t%cank _a' ? eserv. 900.00 | L1rculatmg HOEEGE o 25 000,00
Banking hoube furniture Bonds to secure postal
and fixtures .. 11,300.00 (S BT e s o ol e 2,000.00
Other Real Estate-. .. .. .. 1,500.00
Cash on hand in Banks U.
S. Treasury and Federal R
Reserve Bank «-.-- ...  33,859.35 Deposits wicmani oy o i85 469000

$ 252,836.93 ;‘5232 836.93
C. M. BIEERG, President. K. K. HOFFARD, Vice President.
GEO. A. BEITO, Cashier.

LIABILITIES.

Capital Stock paid in- . $25,000.00
Surplus and Undlvxded
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Minneapolis, August 4,1915:
ily dear “ajor:
I have turned up a note on letters in Sibley's Letter books.

On Oct.10, 1949 He wrote Lowry at Long Prairie that they had settled
with Rice, " We have dissolved partnership," he says.

Argal, there could not have been any Fur issue between sibley »nd Rice
in 1848,could there? _o ‘ LA,

I find repeated warnings to the House in the early fall of 1849 to
watchout for Rice, and demands thdt some one be sent up to inves{igate
Rice,

Sibley repeatedly charges or insinuates that Rice has been using the
money of the House in his private operations. In another lettertto Lowry
of the same date as above.Eibley says:™ Rice has appropristed much money
to his own use...hrs advanced large sums to irresponsible persons."

Wiriting to J.H. Mc Kenney Oct. 10,/49 §ibley says his share of the
loss on Rice's outfit wi¥l be $25.000 No3 Will exceed $25.000.

On Aug. 8, 1749 Sibley writes Chouteaus that Rice and Borup have "made
an arrangement for the Chippeway trade," Rice 5/8,Borup,3/83.

June 20,1849 Sibley writes Chouteaus, "he (Rice) has this day removed to
St. Paul,where he says it is necessary for the business that he be locat
ed. In this I partly agree with him.....You will probably say that he
should haxe decided upon this measure before a building was erécted for
him here.

Sept.5,1849 Sibley writes Chouteaus, that Bérup had been lately taken
in on accgunt of Rice!s "utterly loose and uncertain mode of transacting
business:

I am fiprce to trace pice's caresr if possible. Accordang to Williams

he was sutler at Fort Snelling iu '39 and to June '40when he went to Fort
Atkinson to be sutler. Soon after became connected #7{th the Chouteausand
had charge of trade with Chippewas and Winnebagoes. We have plenty of"in
formation in regardto his trage &c. with the Winnebagoes. I find no par-
ticulars of Chippewa trade in the middle '40%8. At some time he seems to
have entered into "Dartnership";with Sibley and resided at Mendota. I want
the dates. Where did Rice Iive from '42 till he came to reside af Mendota.
Willaims says p. 197 that businessccompelled Rice tqspend a large share of
his time in St. Paul,but adds a sentence indicatingQEhat such time fwas af -
ter the town was laid out. i e

I gue s s that Rice must have sgent a good deal of time in St. Paul

before the summer of '4%,or he could not have aspired to the delegacy a-
gains Sibley in the fall of that year.




The arrangement between Rice and Borup on August R, '49 does not neces-
sarily mean that Rice was entering for the first t1me on the Ghp. trade ///

L

I have made the above notations in some haste amid interuptions. As u-
sual 1 appeal to you when Ight stuck, and 1 dont remember that you ever
a£11ed to help me out of the mire.

So I remain yours gratéefully,

Folwell.




Minneapolis, Minn. August 10.1915

Dear Majors
Many thanks for your long letter just received.l sent a pos-

tal yesterday afternoon in which I kicked myself for having overlooked

Ld
Marshall's obiuary of Rice in the 9th volume of M.H.C.I am disposed to re-

ly on Marshall.He evidently took much pains to get the fauts. Erobably
consulted with Mrs., Rice. She however would not know much of what R. had
been doing before 1949.
Fron Marshall it mag be inferped that Rice was living at P.du Ch.
1842 to 47,where Brisbois & Rice had an outfitting store. If so doubt-
less he spent much of his time at Fort Atkinson. Otherwise he could not
have got so thick with the Winnsbagoes.
But next Sunday we can thrash the matter out. It happens that for a
long time I have not been able to assist at the function on Sunday. I shall
be at home all day. Cant you come up early and have some dinner with us?

I will assume that you can unless you write me other wise.

“-J o‘n‘"\‘r ® F ®
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“To homor the past” ¢“To inspire the future”

HisTORY OF RENVILLE COUNTY

MINNESOTA
1915

EDITORIAL BOARD EDITOR IN CHIEF

S e DR B H.C. COOPER JR. & CO., PUBLISHERS EREDISLAC Shgls s W ELiG

R, T. DaLY M, J. DOWLING
J. A. LaNDY F. A. SCHAFER (ESTABLISHED IN 1873)

Jupce C. N, MaTson W, E, MORRIS
HeEnrRY DUNSMORE H. W. LEINDECKER HON. DARWIN S. HALL

AND OTHERS Sept » 15, 1915

CHAIRMAN OLD SETTLERS' COMMITTEE

Hon. Return I. Holcombe,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

My dear Siri--

During the years that I have been working on County
histories I have found your writings of the greatest
assistance--especially your masterly articles in
"Minnesota in Three Centuries." It has not however
been my pleasure to meet you. I trust however that
at no very far distant date I may have that honor.
Mr. D.S.Hall has mentioned you to Welfrequently,

as had Dr. Warren Upham (in letters).

In the forthcoming History of Renville County I am
using much of your material, giving of coursedue
acknowledgment in the preface, and also making enough
changes to avoid exact repetitions, as well as making
the additions which localize the events in Renville
county.

I realize how busy your life is, and how filled with
work. I shall be much pleased however at any time to
receive suggestions from you as to any line of my work
especially as to the Minnesota valley.

With many good wishes, I remain, Sir.,

/Minnesota)

/

(Address, Winonal

P.S.--Are you by any chance one of the Connecticut Holcombes?
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o honor the past “To inspire the future **

HiI1STORY OF RENVILLE COUNTY
MINNESOTA

W
1915
EDITORIAL BOARD

DARWIN S, HaLL F. L. PUFFER, M. D ik g s
SRbE S e H.C. COOPER JR. & CO., PUBLISHERS FRANKLYN CURTISS-WEDGE
e e F A EcHArES (ESTABLISHED IN 1873)

Jupce C. N, MaTtson W, E, MORRIS

T4 o " oo CHAIRMAN OLD SETTLERS' CoOMM
HeEnrRY DUNSMORE H. W. LEINDEGKER 1u\fl]’l()l’]_a‘, Bfilr‘nl .y Se"pt s 50) 1915 ITTEE

HON. DARWIN S. HaLL
AND OTHERS

Hon. Return I. Holcombe,
Sto Paul, N.innf’:s()t&.

My dear Mr. Holcombe:--

It was more than kind of you to write me the very
cordial letter which you dig.

I am glad to know that you are one of the Connecticut
Holcomoes. I have not my geneological material at
hand at this writing, but I am under the impression
that my own family, through the Walcotts, untertwines
with the Holcombe family.

Litchfield county, Connecticut , was my birth place.

The namesé mostconspicuous in our family tree are those

of Bradford, Walcott, Williams, Johnson, Coe, Frost,
Benham, Barber and Perkins. The Wedges at Albert

Lea are related only in that they are descended from

the same New Pnglani branches as myself. I would that
they were closer relatives. Dr. A.C.Wedge and

Judge Francis M. Crosby (of Hastings ) were my preceptors
in Minnesota history, and I have a most tender memory of
both. Clarance A. Wedge I greatly admire . My associations
with him have been most pleasant.

You may be sure that I am more than grateful for any
succestions that you may make. In am using to a la
extent your QPn~ral story of the Massacre, and to th
I have added several score of personal experiences ©
people in Renville county.

rg
i
4

In writing the history of Redwood county, I shall be more
than honored if you allow me to make uqe of some of

the material that you have gathered and of which you speak.
I had planned to go into greuter detail in the Redwood than
in the Renville history.

I was under the impression that Long crossed the river near




““To honor the past” ¢To inspire the future®’

HisT OF RENVILLE COUNTY

EDITORIAL BOA

RD EDITOR IN CHIEF
DARWIN S. HALL F. L. PUFFER, M. D
T R e H.C. COOPER JR. & CO., PUBLISHERS FRANKLYN CURTISS-WEDGE

J. A, LanpY F. A. SCHAFER (ESTABLISHED IN 1873)
Jubee C. N. MaTtson W, E, MORRIS CHAIRMAN OLD SETTLERS COMMITTEE
HeENRY DUNSMORE H. W. LEINDECKER HoN. DARWIN S, HALL

AND OTHERS

New Ulm, and followed the south shore, this not passing
through Renville county. Therefore I have several
pages about his trip for the Renvillecounty book and
had pla'ned to use the "Journal" in the Redwood book.

I am ashamed to say that I did not know about Patterson's
being in Renville county in 1783. Anything that you can
gend me on the subject will be greatly dprr6014tea.

After giving the explorers, and the mxk traders and
miseionaries who settled near penville county, I started
with Le Croix who settled in Renville county in 1845.

Patterson's Rapids are between Middle Creek (Flora
township) and Sacred Heart creek (gacred Heart township).
I am going to locate the exact section and range as you
suggest.

Certainly no one could mention the Monumente in Redwood
and penville counties without mentioning your part in

them. When I meet you I will have some inquiries to make
concerning them.

I realize how busy you are, But if you can at an
early date help me with the Patterson matter, I will be
very thankful.

Very t1 QuTS,
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SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

N. A. THORSON, SUPI.
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SAINT PAUL

WARREN UPHAM
ARCHAEOLOGIST




%‘
Pl —% |

C. M. LOHN, REPORTER
Crookston, Minn/gt»v//( /K
: r




C/QK{O R e Y &444/ %W% —Zi

ﬁsz/ é’{é’%
% ‘Mﬂ%‘ Aﬁéwx a/,g

o : o
fff%wfgfzw{% £




PO RGO N E0
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SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

N. A. THORSON, SUPT,

CROOKSTON, MINN
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W. H. BINGHAM & CO.
BOOK PUBLISHERS AND ENGRAVERS

1123 PLYMOUTH BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS

y
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Go over

:
I remaiz

Yours truly




W. H. BINGHAM & CO.
BOOK PUBLISHERS AND ENGRAVERS

1123 PLYMOUTH BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS




ESTABLISHED 1873

H. C. COOPER, JR. & CO.
PUBLISHERS AND ENGRAVERS
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VOL. XXXV.

NO 102.

Interestmg Survey of
Marais Community Made
By University Student

The following article, prepared by[
- Allan Cumming, a student at the
Unlversity-.of |- North  Dakota, was!
read at a. recent meeting of the |
Civics club¥of , that institution. It
presents in concise form a history of
a typical Red River wzlley commun-
ity. It is interesting, in glancing over
the record, to note the manner -in
which the little community has pro-
gressed from its frontier stages to its
present. condition, with its social life,
its educational progress, and its re-
ligious Jinterests, with ,the comforts
and conveniences suitable to modern
life,. Tt is worth while, also, to note
the increase in land values, in value
of buildings, and in value of 1live
stock in tem years. A glance at the
table giving the acreage devoted to
various ‘crops shows a marked change
in agricultural methods!
fords perbaps the ‘best explanation
possible of .the' very gratifying _pros-
perity ‘of fhe community;

Note—The data used in preparing
thisspaper was secured by canvassing
this special community for frst handj
evidence. : The statistits ‘obtained ars?
not 4dbsolutely correct,” but true to
within such a redsovable margin that.
in each case the proper inference may/
be drawn.. The writer is indebted to.
the secretaries of the various organi-|
zations In the community and to the!
county superintendent of schools and’
county clerk of = Polk  county  for
much information. - b

andethis af-.

great increase in valuation has taken
place. Ten' years ago the total land
valuation was estimated at $550,000,
the building wvaluation:at $150,000,
and .the live stock valuation at 590,‘
000,  -These figures place the average
value  of an acre of land at approxi- |
mately $26 per. acre; the average
value of buildings on each farm at
$2,;700; and the average value - of
live stock at $1,800. Today the total
land wvaluation is estimated: . at §1,-
860; the building valuation at $230,-
000, and the live stock valuation  at
$140,000. . These figures placé  the
average value of an acre of land at
$85 per acre; the average value of

“buildings on each farm at $4,600, and

the average value of live stock
ELLh farm at $2,800.

Valuation Table,
‘Ldnd----lsif.)a. $550,000; 1915,
860,000; ~per cem. increase, 238.
-Buildings—1905, = $150,000;
$230,000; per cent increase, 53.
“Iive Stock—1905, $90,000;
$140,000; per .cent increase, 55.

on

$1,-
1915,
1915,
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an. . Satterlee.

Office: 221 First Street North,

Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S. Thursday March 2, 1916.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

Mal). R. I. Holeombe,
8t. Paul, Minn.

Dear Major: I have thought over our conversations at St. Paﬁi con-
siderably, since our meeting. I have since made an estimate subject to
correction later, on the number of people killed in the massacre. The
numbers sre 420 citizens, and 77 soldiers. This includes all who died
from wounds, and counts two missing children, three unidentified at
Breckinridge, Gilligen and three Germans who left the Riggs party
near New Ulm, also those killed in 1863%-186%-1865 by raiders. As the
Dustins, Jewetts, McGannon, Basche, etc. Have you made any estimate,
and if so how does this compare?

If you can spare the time will you kindly copy about a dozen names
on that 1ist of prisoners taken to St. Paul, so as to give me an idea
of what information is in the 1ist as printed.

I am enclosing a picture of the Marsh Monument at the Ferry which
shows the ¥24® that should have been *23*. But compared to the number
of Indisns which were literally slaughtered at New Ulm, Fort Ridgely
and Abercrombie, T think you have come pretty clogse to facts.

In the picture of the Riggs party, you will notice the face of Riggs
in the group at the left front of the wagon, his head hides the stand-
ing woman's dress (probably Mrs. Andrew Hunter). The girl with the
striped shawl is a sister of Thos. A. Robertson

T remembered what you s8=21d about Columbus the hear warrior of the
Kaposis band. His grandson Willie 1is in this picture whﬁich I took at

the Bireh Coulie Mission last summer.

Regpectfully yours.




W. H. BINGHAM & CO.
BOOK PUBLISHERS AND ENGRAVERS

1123 PLYMOUTH BUILDING
MINNEAPOLIS




[ THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADC

’?/( @«WWK
C//JM/@:“/{ /,Z;;_, el Jd{,l@&,, o/




%/(;f/pl/{,ﬁ A/Uﬂ-fm ?};’(LM/V@( : j//(mza,/\

s

,»K M% Lf}#\ AL ]

~/ ¢ G ’?iﬁ
el FrouS. AL

94 P
Wy #eeK a

/ ~ F
20 fo 2tof (S BL

,&/%LL.@M £




u%%ﬂ sentt b P Pt p
i::f’m” Ao
i
/MZ / by e Syt 7 S
o A é//w L =
/ ks // e (P
/{Z/M / / r 22 /?z M/"/;z.-f gﬂ//g o 5;/7
/Zﬂz,,é o A e z;;%ff SNy S N
e 7 5
W »c/c”//f; s _te A Fo seredis
T G %WM f/’”‘ G, P
L NS R
@ azel 0%4?/%%& et fdz%;{,ﬁé @%L

/[ VZML% /Z/ /?/7 L%

7/%/ %Wwwﬁmanz@%
/ // M//%//fﬁ (/)//7////’ & AP Zc /L(Z/{ 2 A >
/ ( ‘7/ ot Pl el s G o

222 /577/ % g&zwajl e /«’// Arza A %)ﬁ/
/QM e L e
S e G L P O A e eirdy”
0/ - ‘ %VL- Az{/ ' («H/(z s ﬂé;zsz/&f—w

V20 2onza QM ez [W M/W 0l 2z /ffé'

7
/M/[ I 'f 00 iy A Brtmrttg Ee L o
S 149

Ciene ot 2o Soree Z
7/&@// /ﬁ%/éanqv/ é oﬁf /

e %

A




J. PFOCTE,PRESIDENT A AMILLER,VIiCE PRESIDENT CHAS.L.CONGZR,CASHIER
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(itizensStube Bk of e Intosk

CAPITAL $10000¢9° SURPLUS $5000 °°

McINTosH.MINN  yarcn 8th 1916

R.S8.Holcombe, Es8q.
St.. Paul, Minn.

Dear Slr: Replylng to yours of March 4th relative to History of
Polk County, and that portion relatlve to PColumbia CounFy", 3 et
would say that I regret very much that I do not have the time to go
back over the old Newspaper flles for the data that you ask, but Trom
memory would say that. the ldea was first concelved about 1892 a?d
at. every gerPrul electlon after that till I902 there was an attempt
to dlvide the County.. In I896 when Red Lake Gounby was Tormed oub
of’ Polk, Columbia County was also voted off, but owing to coni flicting
with Red Lake County in teritory, a Supreme Court Declislon was
nanded down to the efect that Red Lake Coungy was set off and Columbia
was not. The Village of Fosston with another proposition called
Nelsom County tried thelr luck several tlimes, but always met w;th
defleat, as did the Villages of Ersklne, with Star Qcm‘aty, Fergile
with Garfield County and EFast Grand Forks with Hill County.

However in 2892 1902 Columbila County, with McIntosh as County
seatr and Tusskun Nelson County with Fosston as County seat, and Star
County with Erskine as the County seat were all voted upon and
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Columbia County won out, the Gov.. issued his proclimation and we
arted doing buslness,. dolng every thing that a County could do
we were stoped by the Supreme Court. '

A petltlon of twenty five per cent of the leagl voters of the
whole Polk County were necessary to bring this matter to a vote
and: the petition, a copy of thbh can be found ln the office of
tne-ﬁecretary of State In St. Paul should answer as to who wanted.,

glance at the map of Polk County since Red Lake County was

taken qu in I896 should be sufficlent answe ' r to the question of why ?
There has always been more or less sentiment for s county in

the entire eastern portion of the County, but the trouble has alw;y;“
been that all of the villages 1inm the east end wanted to be County 3
geats.. 1 thirk that 1f you wlll examine the filles of the Crookston

Times. NcIntosi Tim.h, Fogsston “mhirt@en Towns and Erskine Lchw that

you can get lﬂfOdet on you requlre as to who was doing the w; 'K o

The-matter was draglng on here foz about ten years and several
of those who were largely Iinstrumental in starti ing the matter égwg‘
not in at the finish. L

However the prominent men concerned in McIntosh for C Colunhbia
&Q%ugxﬂﬁeyv John P. Johnson (the best booster of them all )C.T.lanman
sl Drew, Dr. McEacheran, 0.E.Stovern, Anton Jens en, W.G.Hunt
Chas, L. Conger. C.F.Page. These parties starteg iu- In'IQOZ :
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those whoR were prominently identifled, wewe John P.. Johnson,
C.T.Janman,. Thos. Lawrence, Chas. L.. Conger, S.H.Drew, Wells 8., Short
Paul W.. Carpenter.. E.A.Webster, Anton Jensen, W.G.Hunt, Andrew Trov-
aaten, T,N,J,Reese,. John L. Hagen, Tx®x Thomas R. Brownlee and Leslle
Shadduck.

The dexcision of the Supreme Court oustdng the officers 1s
given in the Minnesota reports #89, page I23, in the case of State vs.
Larson. This wlll glve you dats and the reason why.

The newspapers that I have mentioned I suppose all have files
in the Hlistorlcal Soclety and will be easy of agcess to you.

I"would have to go to Crookston and Fosston and I have not the
time. The records of the Governors office, the Secretary.® of 8State
office and the news paper flles should give you all the required data

Regarding the appointment of the board of County Commissioners,
by the Governor, I would say that a petition to dlvide a county
mst- state the boundaries, the name and location of the County seat
and the names of the first board of County commlssloners.

This you can verify by reading one of the numerous petltions

file in the office of the Sec. ol State. :

The teritory in Columbla was al% %ri? Ewen%y to{fgitgigrngifty
1l Jeg dlista rom the County seat of Polk County and 1t was .o :
%négcogééizgaggrag r%sidentsyof Columbia that they wished to seperate.
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The seperatlon could be made at any general electlon yet, were it
possible £6 for the villages of Fosston, McIntosh and Erskine to
agree upon a County seat, but as each village wlll vote agalnst
any proposition that will locate the County seat in the other village
all hopes of dlviding the County have been glven up.

IT you can make anything out of t his information together what:
you can get from the sources named you willl have to write it up
yourself, as I do not think that any article of mine would look well
in print. I am not particular about belng credited with it.

The powtion included in tte Columbla County was all that BXWRXXK
portion 1lying mxsxxmfx east of range forty four, comprising elghteen
townships of the best land ln Minnesota.

If there 1s any further data that I can give willl be pleased to
do 80.. Yours truly.

) ]
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FRANKLYN CURTISS - WEDGE

PERMANENT ADDRESS
HISTORICAL RESEARCH

WINONA, MINNESOTA
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When I see you I will talk

to you about. the price for
historiecal writing. I never

did believe in working too cheap.
And aftnr one has put a just price
on one's work it is easier to

make concessions on the price

than it is %o get it irﬁr@iqe4
&J.‘!“DT' onea hq-] made tﬂ" pT'iC‘O +O
low.
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. P. Satterlee.

Office: 221 First Street North.

Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S.

Thursday , April 13, 1916.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. .

Major R. I. Holcomb,
St. Paul,; Minn.

Dear Major: I was very glad to see you present the other night, -tho
I must own that I was thinkinmg much of the time. I wonder if Major H.
has learned better about some of my conclusions, and is iving me a
quiet laugh. But I am never afraid to own UP to my mistakes and if I
Rave erred please tell me so.

Can you tell me 1f there was a John Wensinger of 8t. Cloud, a team-
gster killed at Ft. Avercrombie (or near )3ept. 29, 1862? He was reported
in through the military, but I ecan find notiaing else of kRim. I never
Beard of him from St. Cloud partlies. Here is what I am short in names:
__Brusson or Brousseau kKilled at Lower Agency

Fritz_ ____ cook for Myrick

1

ille or Thiele with the Paul Kittsman party

__Wagner, same, and an epilpptic, vrother of Mrs. Kittsman

TLaundre, __Peshette,  Patinode, Ryder killed at Big
Stone Lake
and wife i
Belzer, _Pelzl, _ ®¢nixiimg Thilling and wife

k1llled at Milford, Brown Co.
__ Heydriek at Leavenworth, Brown Co.
_ Gilligan and three Germans left Riggs party and were Xkilled
northwest of New Ulm.

_Spaude or Sponde, wife and two children killed at Hutchinson.
____Patterson, __ Peterson and two children, Watonwan Co.
_____Bcott or Ryan, killed near 0ld Orossing, and three men at Brecken-

] 3\

r‘ilj_e’;ﬁ in h()‘t',c]_, ‘:,.."’v ’.‘, : y { ‘, “: / { = fiAA £ 1 7 B 3 v-.‘::.',_,‘: ;

7 !

__ _Van Eaton, kllled at Grove Lake near Sauk Center.
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with these I should be pretty near ready to close up and rest from

my labors on the list of killed in the massacre.

T am hoping to hear from Louis Kitzman any day and make a date to
vigit the massacre ground where he was capturedand the families mas-
acred. And at that time I also hope to go on to Wood Lake and the

Upper- Agency grounds.
- Well if you can help out with any of these I shall be more than
thankful for the assistance.

Respectfully yours,




B. F. BOWEN & CO.
PUBLISHERS AND ENGRAVERS
PHONE. MAIN 5665 MERIDIAN LIFE BUILDING
INDIANAPOLIS
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B. F. BOWEN & CO.
PUBLISHERS AND ENGRAVERS
PHONE, MAIN 5665 MERIDIAN LIFE BUILDING
INDIANAPOLIS
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Our people always enjoy havi present and

undoubtedly be the last
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we trust

Sincerely yours,




FEDERAL PUBLISHING CO.

PHONE, MAIN 5665 EDITION PUBLISHERS AND ENGRAVERS
MERIDIAN LIFE BUILDING
INDIANAFOLIS

May 15, 1916
Mr. R. I. Holcombe,
St. Paul, Minnesota.
Ugar Mr. Holcombe : Enclosed find check for ten dollars ($10.00) as
per agreement. I have been out of the city, which accounts for the
delay in getting your check to you. You will have the satisfation
of spending it, notwithstanding its tardiness in arriving.

I trust you are getting along welll with your work and when I
came up to Minnesota this summer I will certainly drop in to see you.
our gLiter Tail county history is all printed and goes to the binder
this week. I trust it may contain some good points, although there

are always some things in every county histery, which can be improved

upone. The book prints about seven hundred pages, that is, exclusive of

the blographical section. Theee are two volumes-- one all history and

the other bhography. e

Again thanking you for all you have doﬁé/fbr me and assn”fﬁg you
of my kindedt regards, I remain > -

Very trulyfgghrs, 7

YT P/%L‘”.‘7”71A”iffcﬁf”“
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M. P. Satterlee.

Office: 221 First Street North, Saturday, May 27, 1916.
Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,

MaJer R. I. Heleomb,
St. Pauly Minn.

Near Major: I am trying to make up a party te visit the massacre
distriet ineluding yourself, Geo. H. Hazzard, David Gerham T"res. Natilve
Jons, A. L. Maxim a photegrapher, and myself, and expecting to be Joined
at Morton, by William Wichman, Frank M. Shoemaker and Leuis Kitzman. We
hope to definitely locate the scenes of the massacres at the Edward Mag-
ner nome---of the J. J. Meyers party, about taree miles above the meuth of
Beaver Oreek--also of the party headed by Paul Kitzman (father of the
above named Louis ) near Sacred Heart COreek. Want te leave Friday night
June 9th and sprend three days—--we will nave to hire automobiles mest of
the time, and I suppose figure about $2 per day for hetel, so I suppose
the trip will run from $15 to £20 inecluding railway fare. If you can go
with us please let me know at once. And we wil)l figure out details. I you
ecannot go and there i8 any peint yoeu might think of that needs investiga-

tion please write me about it.

With best regards, I am, yours,







a. . Satterlee.

Office: 221 First Street North,
Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S.

Menday, Jure H5th, 1916.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

MaJer R. I. Heleombe,

8t. Paul, Minn.

Dear Major: As I have not heard from you I am suppesing that the trip

I mentiened is too tough for yeur pleasure. Geo. H. Hazzard alse could not
go at that time. I think that I shall have to change dates alse. The 0l1d
Settlers of Renville (Pioneers) have their meeting the 1% and 15th, next
week and I am planning %o be there, and pessibly before that will make the
trip I mentioned te New Ulm and Ridgely, would be glad to see you thnere.

If you think of geing write and I will tell you Jjust what day we are goelng

te locate the Kitzman slaughter field. This is the impertant event of thae

trip, and weuld like very mueh te have you &aloeng.

You made the statement that a bey was killed at the same time as Thomas
Smith at the Magner home. A grandda ugater of Thomas is my neighbeor, and
vefore getting inte a woerdy wrestle with yeu I cansulted her. She says the
boy is very mueh alive yet and is eut in Alaska after many years of Indian
hunting: She farther says that Thomas, his wife, sons William and Thomas
were movang up the river and nad eamped near the Farivault hAill, that in

get
the early merning Thomas and William started te §i;d their cattle which
had been left at three mile creek (3 miles abeve the fort), when they got
to Magners or near there they met Magners boy looking for Magner's stock.
Magner had been warned by the first lot ef refugees from the fert, and had
gsent the rest eof the family te the fort while he and the boy goet the steck.
The boys leitered along and Thomas approacihing the house mistaking Indians
for white men was killed by them. They had Just previeusly killed Magner.
The beys saw three naked Indians in war-paint eoming up @ ravine, and
knowing what it meant teok te the brush and got te the fort. Mrs. Smith
and tne son Tomas (perhaps etner children, I did net ask) were warned by &%

elther refugees and skulked threugh the brush te the fert. William says he
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thinks the Indians fellowed him for three miles, that he passed a Swedish
family, and teld them the Indians were coming, but he had no time te ex-
plain and gthey did not seem to understand him. This must have been the
Ole Samson family. Ole was killed abeut this lecality and the Indians
attempted to burn Mrs. S. and the twe caildren, and while thelir attention w
was diverted she leaped from the wagon and escaped to the fort with one BRX
enild--the other was burned. I taink you will find tais the truth of the
Thomas Smith murder.

Heping that I may see you at Morten or hear from you befere I g£O0.,

Yeurs ftruly,

r

A AL S

These people leocate the Magner house at a proeint where the reoad from
Franklin te the river cresses the eld Beaver Creek road te tane fort, efte

called the "01d Gevernment Reoad. " Magner was building & new log house--

the new one was below this road, the ©ld one in which they were living

was above or west of the road.




a. . Satterlee.

Ofifice: 221 First Street North.
Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S. Wednesday June 7 s 1916,
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

MaJor R. T.. Holeombe ,
8t. Paul, Mimn.

Dear Major: Ypurs at hand, and as discrepancies appear will interview
Mrs. Smith-Pestlethwait again regarding the Themas Smith affair. 8o of
this more anen, or about that time.

SPAUDE--I have seen this name spelled "Spoendy"--I went to interview

Emanuel Reyff who settled at Forest City then at Middle Creek, then af-

tﬁer the eivil war at Atwater. This eld man was sick in bed but when he Ka&x

learned who it was and that I wanted te talk of the Massaere nhe was bound
to see me. He 18 a brother te Eusebius whose family were murdered at Mid-
ile Creek. He seemed toe know mest of the peeple about Middle Creek, but he
gave the name of "John" for so many that I thought his mind wandering and
did not accept his autherity. But he was right in nearly every ease. Now,
he teld me that he knew "gponde" as he pronounced it, and said his name was
August. I am half ineclined te believe he is right:; but he was so far gone
and he told some things whiech I knew were not so, that I did not eredit it .
As T have the story, Spaude was killed at the Croew river a little above
tewn Just as he ecrossed the river, and that the wife and children ran inte
the brush while the Indians were cateching the team (thts was ecemmon), and
that their bedies were feund near the Asa Hutchinson farm some distance
from the town. (I think this likxely as the Indians were about the stock-
ade, on that Sept. 4th all day loeng. And she would certainly not get up
within sight of the stockade during the fighting). Reyff died before I khad
& chance teo see him again.

SANBORN--~I nhave a Caleb Sanborn killed near Cedar Lake, and am wondeving
1f this is whom who mean by "Hiram". Prof. Pendergast wrote "Early Sketch-
es ol Hutchinson' and read his paper before the Hist. Soecy, but I den't

taink he named Sanborn and he says "David" (Cross. He alse quotes the Spaude




matter minus glven names. Den't put teeo much depeddenace on Smith of

Ferest City, he was eoensidera ble of a weuld be.

WHITE--Am much ebliged te you for the given names, and number in family
who were killed. Had mever gotten further than "four persenst.

I suppoese you will give. Jjust and proper credit te the Asa B. Hutehin-
gon Family. I have seme very excellent phetes 1f yeu need them. Mrs. H.
died at Rushferd, Minn., while sne and Asa were travelling and singing fer
my father in the temperance work. Upen her death father organized the
Blizaveth C. Hutchinsen Memerial Fund for Temperance work and raised some
£€30,000 in notes. Poasibly better not mentien that the great majority
were never paild, and yeurs truly was stung for $£350.00. Of course they were
in McL=od Ceunty but you ma y find them entangled in X&a&ka&x many outside
matters as they travelled much and lived at heme but little.

gaxE¥Xx I think veu will find my story of the Ki;l ng of Little Crow the
most cemplete and correct version of the affair.

Serry you ceuld not go with us. The party ahs:narrowed down te three
and another is likely te drep ocut. I wish I might feel satified with thais
trip, but.the mere you hear the more faults you sSee in whal you have re-
corded. And se I promise net.. I would like te take a month and walk over
everv foot of the greund, te Yellew Mediecine.

Respeetfully yeurs,

7




The Uninersity of Minnesnty

Minneapolia
August 3, 1916.

Mr. R. I. Holcombe,

Saint Paul, Minn.
My dear Major:

I am proud of you as fellow American, who holds

on to his boyhood enthusiasms. Wasn't the "ecaravan" a big thing
in our youth, and when they joined the caravan and the circus how
the prejudices of the godly people disappeared. On our way home,
on the trolley, we saw hundreds of people lining up on the side-
walks to enjoy the great spectacle.

I have read your Dispateh article of January 20, 1894 with
care; so far as the facts are concerned I need not go a step fur-
ther, but I am meking it a rule to eite original documents when
they can be found. It is nof very long since I saw the Ramsey-
Sibley letters, ete., anent the seal. My recollection is that
they were in one of the two paper boxes, but I could not find them
yesterday and so lost my whole morning. TYou can probably tell me
just where to look and make me thankful to you. I want to ask
you & number of questions about the seal and other matters.
Couldn't you come up to my house next Sunday, in & morning hour,
take a bite with us at noon and stay as long afterwards as your

engagements will allow, Our house number is 1020 Fifth Street S.E.

The Como-Harriet cars pass by Eleventh Avenue. Among the ques-

tions I am minded to molest you with are these¢: 1. Where did you
get the description of Ramsey's temporary seal? { Sunburst,ete.)

2. What design did Ramsey probably offer in place of the temporary
one? Wes it the Boal design? 3. ' Who made the wood cuts for your

Dispatch article? All of these and a lot more I will propound,

T st




o~

if you will let the light of your countenance shine upon us

next Sunday.

Very faithfully,




Minneapolis, Minn. Aug. 3,1915:

Dear Major Holcombe:

Thenk you for setting me "wise" on Rice. I had not discovefed
that he went to the Ewings,which fact is not creditable to me. This ac-
counts for the intimacy of Rice and the vhutes. I suppose the Ewings got
a divvy after Rice secured the signatures of the upper chizfs to the a-
mendments. I think T have told you how Rice got half of his $10.000. I
have somewhere a copy of RmmzmarsxRice's letter to Dousman and the reply.
Theyare ricliness.

iy expression "on the sly” was unhappy. What I had in mind was that
the €atlin plan(ao ealied for my convenience,) was not known to the mem-
bers of the Stillwater convention geuerally,if to any of them, and that
therd after it was worked out by the leading men interesteé/not secretely
but with only so much publicity as was possiple in a time without rail-
roads, telegraphs and regular mails. Of course befoee the elction the
schema was generally understood. “ave you e¢tr seen any report of the vot-
ing ? Sibley was evidently watching out for the French vote,so that Rice
did not win over him in urow Wing.

By the way was there any kind of election of delegates to the Stillwater
convention ¥ J.R.B. hailed from Crow Wing. T have seen a letter of his da-
ted from vreo Wing, but do not remember the date.

If youbwill open to M.H.C. 1:53 you will see that the Catlin letter
is recorded to have been read at the meeting of %ESEEE_5-( N.B. the call

for the convention I see was déﬁéd Aug. 4.) Catlin makes no reference to

ang letéer addressed to him by Wm. Holcombe or anybody else, invoking his




action. Did J.R.B. directly or through Martin stir up Catlia ? Catlin must
have been started early in the season, to be able to obtain Buchanah's
opinion. Query, did he get it through Governor Dodge t I hardly think he
could have interested the secretady himself. T should like to know the
date of the Buchanan opinion.

This letter does not call for a reply, but I enclose envelope for yr
use if you asre moved to suggest anything. We dught to hawe a confab, or
rather 7 need to have one with you. As I am still on the limits and not
allowed to go so far from home as the library id'nt it up %o you to come
over and spend a Sunday with vour aged pal??ﬁhen you can;better send me a
postal before as I might be taken off to church, which f have neglected

for many months.

g0
WAV IS

P.S. I find from a Yatalog of Hewsapapers in the Wis. Hist. Soc. Lib.

that the following are on the files: ,

L
Prarie du Chien Batriot (®) Sept. 1286 to Aug. 1R51,when suspended,

Wisconsin Dembcrat,1?46 to Jan.'51,

Wisconsin Express,1242¢ 50,




Minneapolis,

Our orbits
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Kinneapolis, Hinn. September 5, 191f:

Dear Hafor ‘Holcombe:

Thanks for your letter of the "t'other day.” I did
mean that you shpuld answer to all thése gueries en buik, but that pyou
should be pdeased to keep them on your table and hit on on of ‘them as
you found some thing repative.

Rice COreek must pe a very inconsiderable gsitream in these days. It is
not marked on Hinchell's Geolodgical Hap . Hr. Upham made the survey and
probably furnished a sketch map. Letfﬁﬁask him.

Ektitslla ‘comfert ‘to fing ‘that I a%tigone in slip ups. The otherday I
found myself eaying that J.R.B. became editor of the Kinnesotian when
it was started in '50 ot '51.

I wish I could afford to pay you $300 to read the #S. of Volume I. and
eliminﬁte brobable errors. 4nd I aqm doing my best to keep them out.

The time seemed to me short for Ramsey to send down to Snelling for
the military an@ for them to march up to the Fraverse. One writer says
he bespoke them before going up.

¥ fear I am to lose this week because I cant get to the library be-

cause of the jam of miserable sinners crowding the cars.

Kith assurances of distinduiahed consideration , I remain as euver

your very much bounden freiend and servant,




ESTABLISHED 1873

H. C. COOPER, Jr. & CO.

PUBLISHERS




Majer R. I. Helecemhe,

gt. Panui,

Seciety.
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R. I. Holeomba,

8. Paul,

State Hist. Boeciety.
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MINNEAPO N, August 23, 1916.

Majeor R. 1. Heleembe,
8t. Paul, Minn.

Dear Friend: Yeurs received, and many thanks fer yeur cemmendatien eof my
stery. I alse had a letter frem Dr. Folwell ef the same impert. With Jay
Geuld I exelaim "The Publie ve d____ _" but the cemmendation ef twe men
like yeurselves is mest gratifying. He wrete me that you were mixed as
te whien side of the river Rice Creek was en. New, yeu knew there were ne
Tndians on the nerth side, and the S8hakepee eutfit lived en Rice (reek.
That is, there were part ef the time twe bands and again enly one. He-cho-
xa-duta was undermining the influence of Shakepee all the time, and part
of the time had a separate camp. Thelr dissensien i8 what drew in a let
of vagabend Indians frem all the feur trives. I had a letter frem a daugh-
ter of Little Crew and she says her father geot $2,000 fer signing the 1858
settlament of'tne nerth side ten mile strip, and that this was ene causes of
hig loss of influence with his peeple. I expected te go te Fort Ridgely
fer the 22d, but when I feund I weuld have te ge alene, backed eut. Heping
that v u will get that paper alright, and heping te see you again before

a great whlle, I am
Respectfully yeurs

8. Rice Creek 18 abeut a half mile belew the Sechwandt plaee. Ran

dewn a ravine te the river similar te Bireh Ceulie. I8 perhaps a 4ry run new

I

did net ge up te 1ift.




a. P. Satterlee.

Office: 221 First Street North.

Residence: 4849 Emerson Ave. S. September 8, 19 e
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

Maj.. R. I. Heleembe,
gt. Paul; Minyn.

Dear MaJjer: Yeurs at hand and in theater parlance the mystery deep-
ens. If Little Crew th that @zj&&é in 1852 it must have been a miracle
i1f he kept it till 1862. It weuld have been mere se if the White rasecals
ever gave it te him. Accerding te Heard pg. 41, the meney fer Wapasha and
Waceuta was stelen frem them by Franklin Steele. Mrs. Jane Williams says:
The Indians were trying te get her father net te sign the treaty, but he
went te Washingten and signed the treaty mnd was paid £2,000 fer it, and
that ke depesited it in a 8t. Paul bank. (Pessibly this was anether $2000)
The receipt 1s ne evidence that the meney was paid (witness the Traders

Paper with schedule net cempleted), possiblv this meney paid te the

x.\

A \
rht little eceming frem thae

ehiefs in 1852 was fer the Indians, as tuﬁz
275,000 after Ramsey and his ee-partners geot tu¢ Traders fixed up.

I regret yeur errer on Riece Creek, but the man whe never makes a mis-—
take, aceemplishes 1little. It 1s net as bad as Judge Cellins whe had Lam-
senvpeur his gun barrel full ef poewder'while prestrate en the greund,. er
Rev. Cresswell whe had Little Crwew assemble at New Ulm battle "The finest
‘body ef Indian Cavalry ever seen en the Ameriean Centinent" and his band
"Armed witkh Winchester Rifles"., I alse regret my "Jehn Other Day" pleture
in my paprer in last years velume--but alas "sieh is life". T am still
searching fer autherity fer my SIX Indians at the Aeten murders. I find
this number in the Kandiyehi Ce. Hist pg 18, alse in Bryant% Mureh's Minn.
Valley vg 195. I have been unable te find mentlien ef Island Cleud as the
leader ef the 20 Indians whe went eut. Waere did yeu get it® What makes
me stiek te® the SIX 36 hard is the steries ef nmy friends sbout Atwater
whe were there at the time. They are certain there were six in the reperts

at the time, added te this 1s Rev. Pend's statement ef the participatien




8

. ; -t e } < > ; g
in the first vleedshed. I may visit Middle Creek and the Upper Ageney
this fall. I effered te ge with Dr. Felwekl, but he says he eannet travel

very well. What veu 8ay abeut Mrs. VanCleve's Shakepe~s whe ran the gauntlet

ig in keeping with my infermatien, but she wtites as theugh hef/was an In-

dian she well knew, and I was rattled ur en it. By the way have yeu evsr

of a list ef the cendemned Sieux taken te Reek Island® Cengressman
Smith has endeavered te find ene fer me but in vain. There was a 1list made
for the Sisseten Trial but it was net printed exeept these executed at
Mankate. There 1is ne list ef the préseners at Camp Release, and I hepe fe
make one of WMy eWwn sSeeén.

By the way in leeking ever my"Themas Smith" letter te yeu it dees net
seem plain as te the dispesitien ef the family. Themas Smitg, father was
xilled--William with the father escaped te the fert--Jenn went te the fert
with Sehlumberger——Themas a sen, was at Baltimere (er at least in tne east )
with the family ef a B. 8. army effieer--the Mether and Mary esecaped te the
fert. Ne ene was killed with Themas, at least eye.WitHBRSﬁs de net mentien
other than Thomas Smith.

Heping te get a chance te See yeu again seen, I am

Yeurs truly,

I P Sttt




September

Majer R. I. Heleenbe,
g81. Paul, Mian.

Dear Majer: In re Little Oroew's alleged $2,000. Little Crew was a mev-
ing spirit in the sale ef the upper ten-mile strip. "Little Crew managed
this m%}ter, and sanctiened the sale ete"- 8. D. Hist. Cell vel 1l pg 26k.

26--"Tn 18658, the chiefs and headmen ef these tribes, aeecempanied

by their agent, Maj. J. R. Brewn, visited Washingten." Durigg this visit te
thet® great father they entered inte anoether treatyﬁit; the government.
his trea’y they relinquished their elaim te the nerth half ef taelr reser-
vatian, ete? As I understand it this is the time that L. C. got the $2000.
Jee Gr%ﬁnll teld me that seme Indians had seen the meney at the time. But

knew Indians

Heoward Baker was Jenes' sen-in-law, or rather the sen ef Jenes wife, whc
was fermerly Mrs. Ann Baker. They were married by Justiece Bright the Décember

f

y ) A
previeus te the massacre. b e Jo Creye CrtaAS

ASTNAN & b

Thomas Smith and son William started toward the fort, and when some dis-

l-E‘-]L.‘P‘A be_'\/Oud TJL‘J.LE;JLPJI':) ?ﬂaa?‘d O.L. rrlfle i:fOLﬂQJ.(, T i Ae Ab-.( ne V, "u({ (Un" C’d haek . Me
*\
- e p
I | (9 W ﬂﬁ,,g\ w g ’”f)’ ( E“ J;E{{?a 2 ASAx

ing Magners son William stopped to talk, the fgtﬁer keeping oq{ Indians f
peared and the boys fled, became separated, but reaeched tne fort. Thomas
father was killed at Msgners'. oun younger than Willian;fiai with S8ehlumber-
ger (who he had stayed with over ni ight) to fort. Mother and Mary made thelr
way from Lalroix Creek to Magners, and after hiding awhile, and suffering
from mosauitos, took to the road and reaeched the fort. To account for Thomas

Jr.jwculd say that he was in the east in a family of an army offieer. NO




‘i’t ko

person was with Thomas Sr. when he was killed. Koran Horan bavSue saw nim

xilled, but mentions no one else. (Brfant pg 111) David 0'Connell and Pat-

riek Kellyvy single men were killed near this place but had no relation witha
the Smith affair. This may have oeeurred near the Magner place. The motuaer
of 0'Connell was at the fort. Nor ean I find anyone else who might have
been killed near Smith. I think your information may be of 0'Connell and
that 1t oceeurred at a nearby house or place.

T have studied a great deal on the "8ix Indians" at Aeton. There is no
guestion that six were there, but you assert that two went away. Mrs.
Baker was in the house and was paylng no attention to the India ns, Mrs.
Webster was in the eovered wagon and was 8o secreted that the Indians did
not know she was there. A son-in-law of Eekland (I think) told me that
virs . Eekland said "two ecame to the door, and one at each window at Peter
Wieklund's while they were at dinner® and taok the men out a 1little ways
and told them that the Chippewas had done the killing at Jones and Bakers.

* -

Evan Evanson who was in the party that went to Bakers' taat ndght said nis
information and belief was that there was six. Al. DeLong, Homer Mkkelson
and severasl others who were at the inquest and funeral next day say they
and remember it a8 s8ix. .It was common report that two Indians
and a thnird holding to the taill @Punn$n&.ﬂere seen Monday after-
going toward the Minnesota river. I hope fo-go t0 the Upper Agency
vieinity soon, if the miserable rains let up S0 the road dries up.

ing this finds ‘you in good health and spirits, T am

Respectfully yours,




MINN,. September 14, 191

Majdor R« I. Hole o
gt. Paul, Minn.

Dear Major: I dont't want to dispute , but do want to argue as that is

the real way to get information. As I understand 1T L. 0. was bribed to

Ao, O

sign the 1858 treaty, and of cecourse you would_be ou the inside to know as

to this. As to the other 1851 82000 all the Indians nust have known he re-

cieved this 28 it must have been the balanece of the £275,000 after the
Traders and Ramsey and Tyler got their part. I do not think Ramsey would
have put it on reecord if it had veen bribe money. You say "Wabasha the head

ehier of the Minnesota Sioux". From 8. D. volawTT, [ ”ind that one ‘L, C.

By "-1_ (¢ ol 1."i £ 'Mr "'*f’\“
‘_,

was appointed "Chief of the Dakota Trives" pg 100 and on tpa adviee of
LA T
Wapasha pg. 122. The 1851, ,was’ "To be pald to the Chlefs 1in
and tals reeceipt of the Chiefs was Ramsey's bluff to eover
The history by A. C. Smita, Land Agent at Forest Clty,
Poo Bah when he eould erowd in, 18 not
Acton vieinity. Neltaer was he County Amty as you will see
the Co. Atty ih the Adj-Gen. report for 1862. (If you lco
_notic@ the horrible mutilation of names, and
were killed at Middle COreek). Island Cloud may aave been ke Two 3tars
in testifving about "Runs against a piecket stake" 1in 8isseton Ol. Heard
probably got his information through Smith. His history is a tale
at any rate, in faet ¥ ¢an serateh nearly every page of the wrdtten history
with errors (nrirt d books I mean) and then toueh only what I know. This is

why I wish some one would write an authentie account. I still hang to the




rather than

is guess work. The reporters

Mrs .

when

treaty of 1861° is alluded to Several times,

3tupld who wrote the artiele. But Bryant has

vet allve--has Zitloff byried as ¥Ygitzton, ete.

You are right about about Horan, but he was

the Irish style of name while the others

Xept

way Horan 1s pronouneed. I got this from Mrs.

my mpusie teaeher.

4

The Coroners inguest at Aeton was a

settlers. 8ettlers gathered to vury the dead

eussed the affair, some made wooden boxes

‘he vielnlty for traces of clues to the cause.

and his wife for getting tne Indians drunk. The

good repute among them. Only 2 semblance of an

hat taere was anything of the kind.

ed east to the Ness settlement eemetery. Wha

nouse. seleven Indians appeared on a hlll a

ers .tried to approaeh these Indians to

affair, when they turned and fled to

narsh souti Jones' plaece. Capt. Atkinson,

~

follow. When the Indians had erosse@, ENUXIKE

beecame mlired and gol baeck on shore

over thelr heads, when the whites fired on

Atkinson, Delong and another man went around the

trail several miles and tho gaw them eould

they

they went into the woods near Rake T.illian

the bodies at the Ness Mrs. Jones is

eenetery.

of "Mary Ann Baker' a blunder of our monument

some enemy of Jones. Suck the story

ument "First Blood was 8

el .

aceounts.

Williams was down that you

whieh I

the
apell 1 t

Hern

very informal q1faiﬁfrow tales

abou
10 bury lin,
Many
Jones
inquest 3
When the
en
gsee if they
the south

Al., DelLong

3 tllp‘r

taem

not
. The rest

bur i
builders,

told me in

The military

then were nearly as bad

were quoted and the

Know you never gave

Juni, 8r. killed while

brother of Hern, and

Hern Wulnn_is the

years ago when sShe was

of

t 10 o'eloeck. dis-

some

some 1investlgated

of them blamed .Jones

family was not in

ras eld and some

& boxes were ready,
AN

they

but a few rods Ir

short distanee off.

knew anything

erodsing an outlet

and others tried

and the wnites una¥vle 10

stoped and fired a

at a great distance.

marsh and followed the Xz

ecome up with them and

of the party buried

ed there under the name

or the eupldity of

1896 and econfirmed later
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Web., oat, o/ 1918,
R. I. Holeombe,
z72 mast 10th.,
st. Paul, Minn.
Dear Sir:

In July, 1914, just before the bottom dropped out of
everything, I wrote you a letter inquiring about the old Cheyenne
Indian village sites in the Minnesota and eastern Worth Pakota region
and received a very courteous reply from you. In your letter
you referred to an article by S.R.Riggs, describing the Cheyenne vil-
lage site on Sheyenne River, near the present Lisbon, W.D, an
article printed inma St. Paul paper, 1863, You offered at the time
to have a copy made from this article if I would pay the cost of
the copying. I wrote to you and intended to write agein and
ask you to get a copy of the article made for me; but the war
broke out, and since then I heve been too busy with other
people's affgirs to pay much attention to my Cheyenne studies,

T should now, sweewes be very much obliged if you would have &
copy of this Riggs article typewritten out for me, and if you will
1let me know what the expense will be, I will send the money to
you.

I have learned since writing to you in 1914 that the
Sioux as late as 1875 had a pretty clear tradition that the Cheyennes
built & village on the old Fort Wadsworth military reserve. That
would be nesr the west shore of Big Stone Lake! This was an
eerth-lodge villege, probably built before the Lisbon, N¥.D. village.
The remains of the village could still be seen in the later '70's,
Thet would make their early movements pretty clear: from near

vellow Medicine end Leec qui Parle to west side Big Stone Lake, then

to Lisbon, then to Standing Rock on the west bank of the Missouri,




then up Cheyenne River, South Dakota, to the Black Hills, where they

srrived shout 1760. TFrom the Black Hills they moved on south
cleer to the Texas Panhsndle--a remerkable migration, the longest
recorded one, I think, of any tribe on the continent.

T should be much obliged if you would write me ebout this
Riggs article.

Are you interested in Indian corn? I have sbout
from 10 or twelve tribes, and will send you Some seed
mwould care for it,

Very truly yours,
Geo. E. Hyde,
3019 Burdette 3t.,

Omaha, Nebr.




Omaha, Ne
I. Holcombe,
Z70 B, 10th Str.),

Paul, Minn.

T have just received your letter of the 14th,
and the copy of Mr. Riggs's description of the old Cheyenne
i{llage on Sheyenne River. I am very much pleased with
the copy. Of course there is only sbout a page of it,
but it is the esrliest description of the site I have
ever hesrd of, and it m shows clearly the condition of the

ground before it wes plowed. The cereful survey made a few

yeers ago was not very sat tisfactory, 28 about half of the

o

ground hed been under plow for many years.

I em also glad to have the other extracts from Mr. Riggs
and Dr. Willismson, which you send with the Cheyenne village
letter. I have always had a high respect for the publicetions
of the Minnesota Historical Soeciety, but our library here, in
the largest city of the state, has not one volume either of
Minnesota, North or South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Coloredo,
Missouri. Just two 0ld volumes of Kensas Historical Society.
Then T want to look up something in any of these books I
have to go by trzin to Lincoln and the TMebraska Historical
Society Library.

Yes, I have the Handbook of Amer. Indians, Bureau of
Ethnology. Also the Bureau's 27th Report containing the big

history of the Omshas, in which there is a traedition that the

IBEDAE RULATTHL REHET FRA HTEST RS R SR IRREET tAOFEFE L2 with




the Cheyennes and with some other tribes. This story seems
to bear out the Sioux traditions thst the Cheyennes ané
Towas were neighbors =nd lived on the upper Minnesota .

T heve nothing new sbout the Cheyennes in Minnesota.
Their real history begins on Sheyenne River at the village Mr.
niggs describes. Bverything back of that village is based on
vague Indisn tredition. I em convinced that their trail
across Minnesota from the north down to fgllow Medicine
will finally be definitely. We find 2 new piece of information
every little while, and I know there must be a mass of unpublish-
ed material still unknown to us.

I am encloseing e money-order for 32 to reimburse you for

the cost of the copying.

T am enclogsing = photograph of a Spenish silver medel of

Carlos ITI, plowed up in & cornfield in Nebraska last year.
&L J

You know the Spanish governor of Upper Louisiana sent Trudeau up
the Missouri in 1794 to distribute medals, flegs and chiefs'
commissions to the tribes, and he went up as far as the present
town of Bismarck, N.D. This mdeal, however, seems to have
been given to the Indiasns prior to Trudeau's expedition, as Carlos
ITI was dead snd his son Csarlos IV on the throne whenm Trudesu
went up the river.

I sem slso sending you a colored drawing of a queer flag
dound in the sacred war-bundle of the Omshas a few years ago.
No one in the tribe knows where the fleg casme from. It is not
of Indisn make but is extremely well made and evidently of govern-

ment standesrd, yet no one can tell what it is. I thought at

first it wss one of the Spanish flegs that Trudesu gave to




of the Missouri River chiefs, but in a book of colored plates
I found about 30 different Spanish flags shown snd not one
remotely like this. You will note that it is a "Jack" flag of
the kind the English are so fond of. I have seen colored plates
of sbhout 40 different English Jacks, but not one has any yellow
on it. T have an ides thst this was a private fle g of one of
the British fur compsnies of Canade, whose traders often penetrat-
ed to the Missouri between the yesar 1780 snd 1814. Can you
throw any light on the origin of the flag? I am quite sure
it is British, because it is a Jack, end I am equally sure it
is not & British or Canadian government flag, because of tThe
yvellow.

Tf you ever need any information about the tribes out

»

here or in the country between the Missouri and Minnesota,

shell be very glad to give you any assistance in my power.

~

Thanking you agein for the copy of the Riggs letter,
I am very Sincerely yours,
Geo. E. Hyde
2019 Burdette St.

Omaha, Nebr.
Can you tell me anything of this Major J.R.Brown whom Riggs
speaks of &s a visitor of the Cheyenne villages on Sheyenne
River? Riggs says Brown was at the site in 1836. n find
no record of an expedition to the Red River-Sheyenne

region at that deste. DPerhaps Col. H.H.Sibley speaks

Maj. Brown is his accounts of early Minnesotes affairs. I

thought Brown might have left a de iption of the village.
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Ir. Colcombe:

your letter of the 20th
Wiell's History to the
n dated 1781.
se you herewith a copy renslation) of a gimilar

given to Blackbird, ief of the Omahas. The

original the Vebreska Historicel Society museum at

Lincoln,

In the Indian Handbook, volume one, under the heeding
"Medels" you will see that a Spanish medel of Carlos III was

found in an Indisn grave at P, du Chien on the Mississippi,

1863, I think. This P, du Chien medsl is somewhat larger than

the one found in Nebraska, but es you will see in the Blackbird
commission, the Nebraska chiefs were made "Chiefs of the Small
These medsls seem to heve been all the regular Spanish
ce medels, as the Spanish government did not
)y special Indisn medals.
Zenon Trudeau is the man you refer to. He was governor
et St. Louis ("Upper Louisiana"?) and it was
J.B.Trudesu, who
tound on the
Republican River
hunting grounds. I am prettly is 2 Pawnee

Republican band of Pawnees £ out there

time before 1820.




A letter published in the Illinois Historiecsl Society
Collections v.XI seys that in 1766 the French &t St. Louis

isgicssippi at St. Anthony Falls

Green Bay. This was just after the

entered the new country end the old
along the Great Lakes had been killed by the war. p.301,
Gordon's Journal, 1766.

Our state historicsl society has never ¥Xx published
journals or good asccounts of the early French and Spenish
explorers and traders. I have a lot of notes from verious
sources, but most of these accounts are mere mentions of
expeditions, or brief narratives lacking all detrails.

Sincerely yours,
Geo. HE. Hyde,
3019 Burdette,
Omeha, NWebr.

oet 22 / 1918

No, there is nothing ebout the medal and the flag

Hist. Cols. T have a letter from the farmer who plowed up
the medal in his cornfield. The flag is puctured in the

27th report B. of Ethnology, where it S

is known sbout its origin and no one cen tell what flag it is.

stated that nothing
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H.H.FLOWERS ,SPEAKER.

SIXTY-SECOND DISTRICT
L. G. PENDERGAST,
Bemidji, Minnesota,
Beltrami County.

OSCAR ARNESOMN,CHIEF CLERK.
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