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HISTORY OF THE FIRST REGIMENT

OF MINNESOTA VOLUNTEFRS.

178 ORGANIZATION.
CHAPTER 1.

The record of the Firet Regiment of Minnesota Volunteers,
commonly known as the "Firet Minnesota", begins with the opening
scenes of the civil war end, as to ite actual millitary services,
that record ends wifh the expiration of ite three years enlistment
in the spring of 1864, just as General Crant took command of all the
Union armies,

After a heroic resietance, Fort Sumter was surrendered to

the Confederates, Saturday, April 13, 188l1. PBad newe travels

fast, an@ywithin a few houréyaftér, word of the surrender reached

Preaiden£ Lincoln at Washington., He wae prepared for its reception
and already determined what was to be done. The next day-- perhaps
with the thought that, "the better the day the better the deed"--
he 1lssued a proclamation calling for 75,000 voluntecr soldiers

to serve, in conjunction with the 10,000 regulars then composing
the army, for three months, "unless sooner discharged". It was
hoped that such a force would manifest the determination of the
government, bring to thelr senses thé misguided Confederates,
:although they already had 200,000 men ready for the fileld, had
formed a confederated povernment of seweral millione of people

and were swearing to fight to the last ditch.




Gov. Alexander Ramsey, of Minnesota, chanced to be in
Fort

Washington when*Sumter fell. The next morning, at about 9 o'clock,
after a night of restlessness and anxiety over the situation,
he went to the War Department and sought the Secretary, then
Hon. Simon Cameron, of Pennsylvania,(Ramsey's native State)
whom he well knew. He encountered the Beecretary as that officer,
who was dressed for a walk and carrying bundles of papers, was
leaving his office, apparently wrought up to strong tension and
bent upon important business.

"What do you want?" asked the Secretary, impatiently;
"I am in a great hurry to attend a meeting in the White House."

The Governor replied: "I simply want to tender you a thousang

men to help defend the country and suppress thise=--~treason."

"Good!" replied the old Secretary, almost exultingly; "8it down
and put your tender in writing and leave it here."™ And then

Secretar
Y nastened away.(Ramsey's Journal. )

the rugged old Wat
In a few minutes the tender was written and laid on Secretary
Cameron's table.
se facts have been published often and conspicuously

and never disputed; and they prove that in the great war Minne=-
sota, then the youngest Btate in the Union, made
the first offer of men to defend and preserve it. Secretary
Cameron readily accepted Gov. Ramsey's tender and formally acknow-
ledged it. The acceptance was published Mondéy morning; probably

it was written Sunday night.
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On Monday, April 15, the President made requisitions for
troops upon the Governors of all the States then not in secession.
The executives of Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas,
Missouri, and Kentucky refused; and shortly thereafter the first
four named had joined the Confederacy. Gov. Ramsey, still de~-

tained in Washington, promptly telegraphed the acting Governor of

Minnesota,(Lieut~Gov, Ignatiues Donnelly, instrueting him to issue

an immediate call for volunteers. That was an instruction to the
pugnacious and patriotic Donnelly's liking, and straightway he
obeyed it. The first Minnesota newspapers issued after the
receipt of Ramsey's order appeared on Tuesday merning and they
contained the formal eall of LieutsGov, Donnelly for volunteers.f
After admission into the Union, in May, 18568, and for
fifteen years or so, Minnesota had on paper--but practically
nowhere else~-a magnificent army of State Militia, composed of
about forty regiments, all properly numbered, officered, and
divided into companies. Gov. Sibley, the State's first chief
magistrate, had appointed, as the supreme commander of all the
militia, Joseph R. Brown, who in many respects was the most
prominent character in early Minnesota history, giving him the
rank and title of major-general. Under him were brigadiers,
colonels, and other subordinates. Not a single regiment of the
Minnesota militia was ever paraded or assembled as an organiza=-
tion. TFrom time to time, however, certain companies had been
organized, uniformed, armed, and had a creditable existence.

Occasionally too--as in the "Wright County War," the Sunrise

“Eor-—copies-of-the=original Orders and papers refsFred bd See
Minn. in Civil & Ind. Wars,Vol.2,pp.1-3. ;




Expedition, the Inkpadoota outrages, and at other emergencies-—-
these companies had done the gtate some service.

In St. Paul, Company A of the Twenty-third Regiment of
Militia wae an efficient organization. It was armed, uniformed,
and well drilled, and the personnel of its members was of a high

order. The company was organized in lBSG\Jin\Territo:ial days,

wu I A ¥

and was called the “Pioneer Guard“' and—aﬁh$h§ﬂs$%ne was éommanded

{rnd

by Captain A. T. Ghambénlin. At intervals many men who then were,
or subsequently becamgjprominent characteri/‘were membere of the
organization.

Lieut« Gov. Donnelly verbally notified the officers of
the Pioneer Guard on Monday (before the appearance of hie pro-
clamation in the papere on Tuesday morning) that volunteers were
required and he asked them to take proper and especially immedi-
ate action. That night the Guard met at ite armory, and many of
the membere, with many other patriotic citizens, signed their

names as volunteers under the call,




The war feeling in the young pioneer Btate had been ardent
and strong for many months, as the preparations for hostilities
by the Southern secessionists went forward. The feeling was
greatly intensified now that the Boutherners had fired upon the
Stars and Stripes and declared that they would fight to the bitter
end for the disruption of the Union.

,There was only one telegraph line within the StateL}

df had been put up t}e érevious

year and its single wire connected 8t. Paul with La Crosse. But
with almost incredible swiftness the thrilling war news flew
through the State. In a few days every town, hamlet, and neigh=
borhood was stirred to action. It was as if a Malise had been

gant with the fiery torch to every distriet to rally the c¢lans and’

bid them repair in instant time to Laﬁ?ich Mead .

In an eloquent and inspiring proclamafion, Lieut.Gove.
Donnelly had, on Tuesday morning, April 16, called for one ragi-
mémt of ten companies of infantry to report to the Adjutant
General of the State, Wm. H. Acker, of 8t. Paul, for a service of
three months. He announced that this requisition was mude pur-
suant to tthe call of the President for "troops to gupport
the Government." Bach of the ten companies was to be composed
of a captain, two lieutenants, four sergeants, four corporals,
one bugler, and 64 privates.

The eall met with enthusiastic response from every
occupied portion of the State. Hon. Clement C. Clay, of Alabama,--
which State had seceded--was in St. Paul on private business at

the time. Returning to his home, at Huntsville, he warned his




fellow-citizens, in a publiec address, that the war they had under-
taken would be a bloody one and might last five years. He assured
them .that t e North would fight to the death, and was thoroughly
aroused; that in far-off and primitive Minnesota, from whence he
had just eome, the pioneers and frontiersmen of that young, poor,
and scantily populated commonwealth were thronging forward to
fight for the Union, and with earnest zeal were demanding to be
led to the battle-~field.

Public meetings were at once held in all the larger
towns~-and by the census of 1860 the population of St. Paul,

the largest town in the 8tate, was but 10,279~~ and these meetings

were attended bv all classes and addressed by 'many prominent
2

citizens. . All political party lines were wholly
ignored.
"then none was for & party; then all were for the State.!
In 8t. Paul, Stillwater, St. Anthony, Minneapolis,Winona,
Hastinge, Red Wing, Wabasha
Faribault, Vunkuyu,Aunu mMany smaller towns and villages, there
were enthusiastic and inspiriting war meetings. Bvery able-
bodied man that could volunteer as a soldier was willing to do
8o} he who could not,devoutly wished he could. The people were @mostly
ewcomers and the most of them were poor. Many a man, though
patriotic as & 8partan, could not enlist without abandoning a
wife and little ones to peril and privation upon & lonely frontier.
But there were many others more fortunately sifuateds
ave and eagere.
The result was natural. The enrollment
vent on rapidly. ©On Monday, April 29, the ten com~

panies that had been called agcembled at Fort Snelling,
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the designated rendezvous, as directed by Adjutant General Agker.

That day, , Gen. Agker resigned his position in the
State militia to becorme a captain in the First Minnesota regiment.
To succeed him Gov. Ramsey appointed Hon. John B. Banborn, then a
8t. Paul lawyer, who

had been chairman of the

committee on military affairs in the Senate branch of the preced-~
ing State Legislature. He often said that when appointed to this
highly important military pesition hz hardly knew gunpowder from
blaek sand, and had never seen a musket cartridge in his life. Yetl
he learned fast and when the war closed he wore the twin stars of

a major general and had won them by services in the field.




Officisl Roster of the Companies.

Many of the ten companies, had been organizations 1in
the State militia, but each of them had received recrults and
accessions from those who had never been in the State service,
and was therefore practically a new organization. The titles of
the companies, the localities where they were organized, their
commissioned officers, and the number of men in them were as
follows:

Company A, Pioneer guard, St. Paul-- Captain Alexander

Wilkin; First Lieutenant Hemry C. Coates; Second Lieutenant, Chas.

ot

Zlerenberg, Numbex Of men,, 6. ,)/; U=
/ : )_‘.; 1) ‘—‘.;

““Company B, Stillwater Guards, Stillwater—- Captain Car-
lyle A. Bromley; First Lieutenan?}Mark W. Downie; Second Lieutenanqj
Minor T. Thomas. Number of men, ©9.

Company C, St. Paul Volunteers, St. Paul--Captaln Wm. H.
Acker; First Lieutenant Wilson B, Farrell; Second Lkieutenant,
Samuel T. Raguet. Numbér of men, 75.

Company D, Lincoln Guarde, Minneapolis-- Captain‘Henry R.
Putnem; First Lieutenant,Geo. H. Woods; Second Lieutenant Dewitt
C. Smith, Number of men, ©8.

Company E, St. Anthony Zouaves, St. Anthony--Captain,
Geo. N. Morgan; Firet Lieutenant}John B. Gil1fillan; Second Lieuten-

and, George Pomeroy. Number of men, 88,
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Company F. RedWing Volunteers, (also called Goodhue
County Volunteers) Red Wing-- Captain William Colvill; First
Lieutenant A. Edward Welch; Second Lieutenant, Mark A. Hoyt.
Number of men, 100.

Company G. raribault Guarde, Faribault-- Captain Wm. H,.
Dike; First Lieutenant Nathan 8., Messick; Second Lieutenant
Wm. E. Smith. Number of men, 101,

Company H. Dakota County Volunteers, Hastings--Captaln
Chas. Powell Adams; First Lieutenant Orrin T. Hayes; Second Lieutes
Lieutenant Wm. B, Leach, Number of men, 83,

Company I, Wabashaw Volunteers, Wabashaw-- Captain, John
H, Pell; First Lieutenant Joseph Harley; Second Lieutenant, Chas. B.

Halsey. Number of men, 83.

Company K, Winona Volunteers, Winona=-- Captalin Henry C.

Lester; TFirst Lieutenang Gustavus Adolphus Holtzborn; Second
Lieutenant, Joseph Perriam. Number of men, 79.

Total number of men, excldsive of field and staff officers

The companies had been "accepted", but not mustered, into
service as followsg: Company A, April 19; Company B, April 20;
Company C, April 22; Company D, April 23; Companies F. and G,
April 25; Companies H, I, and K, April 28.




MUSTERING IN THE
The assembling of the cecmpanies at Fort 8nelling was for
the purpose of muster in and the organisation of the regiment in
the volunteer service of the United States. The companies all

reached the Fort the same day. The first sS&mpesy on the ground

wag the Winona company, which arrived early in the morning an the
N

€277

¥ .
steamer Golden Ega. At 10 o'clock came the two 8t. Paul companies,

the Red Wing, the Faribault, and the Hastings companies, all on
the steamer Ogean Wave. The Faribault company had been transport=-
ed in wagons from Paribault to the river. At 11l o'clock came the
Minneap-lis and St. Anthony companies, which had made & practice
march from their homes and were cwearad)us they entered the Fort}
by the other companies. The Stillwater eompany came over in
wagons, arriving at 5 o'clock. The Wabashaw company arrived at
7 o'eclock in the evening on the Key City.

At 12 o'clock, high noon, a flag was raised on the old
Fort flagstaff. As the colors ascended and & strong April breesze
flung them out, the cannon fired the national salute of 34 guns, an
the multitude cheered.(See Winona Daily Republican,May 1,1861.)

Then came the first dinner, which was served on tables of
rough boards, with a service of tin cups and tin plates, but was
really relished by the volunteers and many visitors that were
invited guests. The rough and primitive features of the feast
only added a peculiar relish to it. (Loechren.)

About 1 o'clock the mustering begun. Capt. Anderson D.
Nelson, of the regular army, had been detailed as the mustering
officer, with Lieut. Banders as assistant. Dr. J. H. Stewart,

of 8t. Paul, had been appoigted examining surgeon. The officers




did tk

18ir work in the presence of many epectators--"about as

many e¢itizens as soldiers," said the St. Paul Pioneer.
The

ll)f‘cc‘aC‘C‘

ass wag sufficiently thorough.
wag ordered into line separately.

and Dr.

Bach company

Then the mustering officers
Stewart walked along in front and rear, cursorily ex-
amining the men. Afterwards

N

sach man's name was called and
arly all were accepted.
of muster was taken by companies.

he
wag inspected closely.

Then the oath

The men uncovered their heads,
held up their right hands,

and Capt.
cblization which the

Li

Nelson administered the oath,
soldiers of the United Btates had
for 80 years, "that vou will bear true allegiance to the
United States of America, and that vou will serve them‘whonestly
anc

d faithfully against all their enemies and opposers whatsoever,"
te. The

T enlistment was for but three months.

Only seven companies were mustered the first day. The
Wabashaw company (I) did not arrive at the Fort until late in the
evening, and the Hastings and Winona companies (respectively H
and K) were not quite full and were allowed time to f£ill up to
the maximum number. It is asserted that all three of

these com=
panies were mustered the following day.(Lochren.)

1
ne

overnor Ramsey, Adjutant=General Banborn, and the acting
adjutant of

early =and

regiment, Jaecob J. Noah, were at their posts
all day.

In the afternoon the Adjutant General

il

when using a pronoun to refer to the United Btates always employed
plural form. See U,B8.Constitution, Art.IEL,Sec.3,and early
laws.

*The makers of the Constitution and the authors of the early laws,
the
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announced the field officers of the regiment. The appoin.ments

nad already been agreed upon and privately male known, but they
were received with apparént surprise and delight and heartily
cheered. Nearlvy evervthing that happened was c¢heered, and SO
there were much hurrahing and enthusiasm. The field officers,
by appointment of the Governor, were: Colonel, Willis Arnold
Gorman; Lieutenant Colonsl, Stephen Miller; Major, Wm. I Dike.

Col. Gorman appointed as the regiment's
gtaff officers, Geo,.. H. Woods, ;s quartermaster, and Dr. Jaeodb
H. Stewart, surgeonjy J

The next dey Dr. Chas. W.

Boutillier was made assistant surgeon and Lieutenant Wm. B. Leach

became adjutant. Rev. Zdward Duffield Neill was appointed chap-

lain. The non=-commissioned sﬁaff were subsequently appointed.
Col. Willis A. Gorman wuas at the time preeminently the mén

best fitted to cemmand the regiment. He had ability, experience,
and the complete confidence of his men. He was born in Kentueky,
in 1818, but remewed to Indiana in young manhood and became &

lawyer./: Served in two Indiana regiments during the
Mexican War, first as major of {He Third Indiana, and during the
battle of Buena Vista, was severely woundedj later was colonel
of the Fourth Indiana, and participated in several engagements
in Mexico. He was alected to Congress from Indiana in 1848, and
again in 1850, serving two terms. In 1853 he was appointed
Territorial Governor of Minnesota and came to 8t. Paul, which
city was asver afterward his home.

At the time

he became colonel of the First Minnesota ®ov. Gorman was 45 years

of age, in the prime of manhood, looked every inch the soldier and




14

the man, and it was felt that under his leadership the First
Minnesota would makz an honorable racord’if net a distinguished
one. He was promoted to brigadier general Qet. 1, 1861, and his
gsubsequent distinguished and honorable military career during the
war is sketeched in the following pages. Gen. Gorman died in
8t. Paul in May, 1876.
Lieut. Col. Stephen Miller was born in Pennsylvania in

1816. e edited the Harrisburg Telegraph, & Whig journal, in
1853-55, and came to Mirnesota in 1858, locating at 8t. Cloud.

a prominent Republican and knew little of military matters

he lesarned fast. He was promoted to

oclonel of the Seventh Minnesota in August,1862; became a

brigadier general in October, 1863, and resigned in January,

1664, to assume the duties of Governor of Minnesota. He died.at
Worthington \in August, 188l.

T

Major Dike wae & Vermonter, He was at first captain of

Company G, the Faribault company. On his elevation to the
majority, he was succeeded in the captainey by Hon. Lewis McKune,
who had been a member of the Btate Constitutional Convention, eto.
Col. Gorman was a staunch Democzat in polities, and Lisut. Col.

Miller and Major Dike were Republicans; so that the field organi-

gation of the First Minnesota was non-partisan

With Col.{@¢wmsh went his two sons, James W. Gorman,
who was commissioned captain and served as assistant adjutant
general on his father's staff from September, 1862, until his
death, in February, 1863, and Capt. Richard L. Gorman, who was

with the regiment /in and after the battle of Bull Run, then became
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a ocaptain in the 34th New York Infantry, and was also for several
months on the aff of his father when the latter became &
brigddier general,
At once the military education of the regiment was begun,
and squad, company, and battalien drills were had daily. Hardee's
stituted the drill system then in vogue. Pe!‘];rsps'
undergone some experience on the drill ground,

he 0ld militia companies had received more or

[
less instruetion in the manual of|/arms and in the "school of the

The

inexperiericed Were not dullards and soon learned
within a few days the regiment was not in any
The officers were all intelligent men and

were good drill masters before they received their




men were fairly well provided with arms. Many of the
militia compa nies had bee 1ppli with muskets "complete,”
and some of ths v ¥ho had belonged to these eompanies
ht their guns, ocartridge boxes, ate., with them into the
Minnesota. Some of thesa guns were the (then) new pattern
ringfield percussion rifled muskets; not the altered flint=
which wer: used by the volunteers in 1861, but new
led guns, which shot minie bullets and were
consldered the best ntry guns in the ryice. Others Of the
men's gunsg were Mississippi rifle ali ' with sword bay=-
onats. The irregularly armed were supplied wit: pieees of various

F

patterns from the State's arsenal.. Those who had Springfield

rifled miskets wera allowed to keep them, but all others were soon

supplied withthe 6%9-caliber musket, a larger, and in faet a formid=-

able, 'and very affective arm, that discharged a missile as big

as a man's thumb.(Loehren.)

v

N¢ uniforms had been provided, but the Btate soon furnished

each private and non-commissioned officer with a shirt, a black

felt hat, a pair eof black pante, and a pair of socks. Other

articles of clothing were supplied from time to time, either by
the men or their friends. The shirts were woolen, but of various
colors, red predominating. Generally the shirts were of the kind
then affected by steamboat men anc men of the frontiers, and some
of them were very fancifully ornamented with erescents, stars,
trefoils, etec.

of Winona. Th




he barracks witr

ware furnished




Of the make=-up and character of the Regiment at its
muster=in, th ate Frank J. Mead, a former Company H man, has
written well and truthfully. In an unpublished manuseript, now
in possession of the Commissioners of this work, he thus describes
himself and-his comrades of the FPirst Minnesota in April 1861:

“®,s First Vinnesota Regiment was probably as cosmopolitan
in its make-up y other crganigation in the service of the
country during the Civil War. The men who served in this regiment
were born in nea; every Northern State in the Union, and in meny
of the Southern States. There were & mong them natives of England,
Ireland, and Wal of Franee and Itely; of nearly every province
in the Low Countr of every Btate in Germany, and of each of

P

the three Sean f.' f ] ountries. s

# 0ol. Gorman was born in Kentueky; Lieut-Col. Miller was
a P nnsylvanian, and laj. Dike a Vermonter. The line offiecers and
.!. ) :_

k and file were composed of men from every walk in lfe
par aps farmers and lumbermen cutnumbered those ofxXkm other
proe! ,wtlon".”ﬁ

his sketeh of the regiment(which is so frequently

2

referred to and quoted from in these pa_,s) ‘'udge Lochren says

of the personnel of the men:

® TLittle pec sonal examination of the men was necessary,
ag care had heen taken to enlist none having any personal d,Aect.
The men were brawny @nd stalwart and of all professions, trades,
and callings. There ware many in the ranks that sought for no
office, yet were well fitted by natural ability, education, and
training to discharge well the duties of any position, eivil
or military.¥




Roosevelt's regiment of Rough Riders did not contain
more and better types of American fighting men than the Pirst
Minnesota contdined. But the latter regiment head in certain respects
superior advantages and qualities to Roosevelt's men.
The men of the First Minnesota knew why they had ehlisted.
Their sympathy was as strong for the Union cause as if it had
their own personal concern. They knew what the war was
and they could discues-it intelligently. It is claimed that
there were not in the entire regiment ten men who c¢ould not
were inecensad against their Southern BRERREREXXK

Exmkaxxxx brethren who had, without eause or provocation, but

maliciously and wickedly, begun the war, and they were willing to

their lives in ar efforf[£~ punigh them as thay deservaed

i

were no mere merceéenaries or adventurers




SJUB-PIRST-DAYS~0F-CAUP.LIFE,

The men of the Regiment always remembéred gratefully their

first days as soldiers at Fort 8nellings Their conditien

was far superior to what it was ever afterward. They el

and soon had cosy and neat the old quarters in the fort w

been occupied by th gular soldiers forty yesars before,

Col. Snelling was in command, and 32 years before, when Zachary
Tavlor was in command, Visitors, in vevies, swarms, and
crowds came up y day, "to see the soldéers.® The ladies
brought unsubstantial sweetmeats and nick=nacks
of every sort and alsc fair words and bright smiles and

always walecomed.

Then there were social occasions of a military

n May 1, Col. Gorman was presented with a fine sword

friend and compatriot, Maj. W. J. Cullen, of St. Paul.
eeremony of presentation was witnessed by a big crowd. That day
also EBx~Gov. Sibley sent the Regiment $100 as & contribution to

its emergencv fund. The next day the first regimental dress

parade was held and & eat multitude of men, women, and ecnildren

witnessed ite.




FIRST SERVICES IN MINNESOTA.

The firet services performed by any of the companies of
the regiment were rendered in Minnesota, as garrisons of the
Government's forts in the State. Theese military posts—- or "forts"
as they were officially termed-- wdre Fort RidgiQy, on the Minnesota,
in Nicollet County, a hundred miles west of St. Paul; Fort
Ripley, on the upper Mississippi, in Crow Wing County, a hundred
miles northwest of St. Paul, and Fort Abercrombie, on the North
Dakota bank of the Red River; 15 miles above the present #ite of

Wahpeton, and nearly 225 miles northwest of Fort Snelling. Fort

Ridgély, the oldest post, was built in 185§;and Ripley and Aber-

crombie were constructed later.




The Government forte in Minnesota werghn;w garrisoned

by detachments of the Secand.infantry. These, about May 1, were
ordered to Washington, and on May 4, Gen. Scott directed Gov.
Ramsey to send at once six companies of thec firet regiment, two
to each fort, to relieve the companies of tha Second Regular
Infantry at Ridgely, Ripley, and Abercrombie. The movement was
to be made as soon as the companies were fully armed and equipped,
and the remaining companies were to remain at Fort Snelling and
awalt further ordegs.

The men of the companies likely to be affected by this
order, were greatly diaappointed and disconcerted upon its being
made known. They eaid they had enlisted to fight for the preserva=
tion of the Union, not to dry uwp and shrivel away under the lonely
and dispiriting conditions at the isolated frontier posts-- "yet,
if Uncle Sam says so, we must obéy orders, and it's all right".

But when it was reali®ed that several days must elapse
before the order could be carried out, and that in the meanwhile
i1t might be countermanded and the regiment sent to the front,

the men bevame reconciled to the situation. LA ¢ '/;‘
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(A2 /| /

gent to Ripley &nd Abercrombie mest be provided with wagons for

transportation of commissary and quartermaster's supplies,
there qust be a wagon-master, 8o the noted and noble old
pioneer, Anson orthr&p, was appointed to the position.

The date of the complete organization of the Regiment
pril 303 for on that day Col. Gorman notified Gov. Ramsey
the regiment had been mustered into the service, was "ready

and awalted the orders of the Secretary of War, saying:
Fagiﬁant of Minnesota Volunteers, 950 men strong, are
inized and mustered into service and await your orders."
ha Regiment was hardly ready for active duty.
Colonel notified Gov. Raumsey that immediate
for uniforming the men, who, he said,
nceded| shoes, shirts, caps, and socks,
army pattern; that they were without proper camp
and garrison equipmge, and had no knapsacks, canteens, tents,
cooking utensils, axes, picke, or spades. A regiment without
these articles could hardly be considered rcady for active dutye.
I7 was six days after the Colonel's notiee, or May
bplack hats and black trousers were given the men.
with their red shirte, or the blue cnes with the
Picturef on them, the men were picturesquely, if not fa hionably,
veds but that did not disturb them or impair their capacity

service;\

/
7

‘'he men of the Winona company, howeéver, continued to

neat gray uniforms.
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But ‘May % the Secretary of War suggested to Gov. Ramsey
’*&.

that the Regim;ﬁ% re-enlist and be mustered int!o the service for
three yvears, instead of serving for but three months. It seemed
probable now that it would take longer to suppress the great
rebellion than was at first thought! The Secretary said that no
more three months men would be accepted from any sourcej that the
First Minnesota, not having taken the field,would, if its members
consented, be mustered out and be re=enlisted for three years.
The re=enlistment would be voluntary, and the places ¢f those
declining to serve longer were to be filled by new recruits.

The sentiment for re-enlistment was practiecally unanie=

three yvears. The desires of the men were ascestained,
a communication, signed by every officer in the Regiment, wa
gent to Gov. Ramsey tendering, through him, to the President
the Regiment for a service of "three years, or during the war."
The tender was accepted and the next day, pursuant tc the orgders
of the Secretary of War, Capt. Nelson re-mustered the men for
three vears, from May 11,1861, though their term of service really
began--and was 80 accounted=--April 29.

Gov. Ramsey was then in Washington, and, though the tender
had been addressed to him, it was received by Lieut-Gov.
Donnelly and duly forwarded. The next day the Governor telegraph=-
ed that the men of the First Regiment must know that their being
permitted to enlist for three years was,"a favor which has been
extended to no other regiment." A year later the obligation was
reversed, and it was the Government that felt itself "favored"

when a regiment enlisted for three years! Not many men declined
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to re=enlist. The vacuncies occasioned by thoss that did desecline
were very promptly filled.
More occasions, social and otherwise, dbut all
were now indulged in. On the l4th of May the friends
Gorman ?reaanted him with a fine horse, a saddle, bridle, etec.
in response to an invitation from the ladies of
Anthony, the Regiment marched up to the Falls
in the fine grove then on Wieollet Island.
Regiment, &s announced, had heen filled
he maximum, it went to S5t. Paul and, at the t 1 t of The

State capitol building,

through its term of s ice The flag had been made by

o -

of 8t. Paul &and in their behalf was presented in a
finished speech by Mrs. Anna E. BRamsey, the wife of the governor.
Col. Gorman reg¢eived the banner in an eloquent and even grandilo=-
quent speech and gave it to Bergt. Howard E., Stansbury, of Com=-
paeny A, with garnest instructions to "bear it aloft," and if he
ghovld "fall in defense of it" his last words were to be,"Save

the colors of the Pirst Regiment."® TFollowing, there were rous-
ths thunders of cannon, ete., until the air was

enthusiastic patriotism and patriotic enthusiasﬁ. The

then marched to the Winslow House, on upper Third street,

yved an elaborate and sumptuous banquet. It was then taken

Y

back to Fort Snelling on the fine steamboats Northern Belle and

Hawkeve Btate.

.

*Sergeant Stansbury did not care for the flag very long, although
vas given to him under such solemn and impressive circumstaneces.
few days later he was made & lieutenant in the regular army and &
oy
L 1

the Regiment.

i
A
1.
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These days were afterw rd vividly recalled when the Regi~-

ment was floundering in the mire of the Chickahominy and the mud
of Falmouth, or marching on scanty rations and weary feet over the
red clay roads of "old Virginia.,® Referring to them, Lochren
says! "During this period, and, indeed, so long as the Regiment
reamained there, Fort 8nelling was daily thronged by visitors

from all parts of the State~-the soldiersd' relatives, frienmds,

and neignhbors, who were often charged with distributing articles
of comfort and convenience prepared by the ladies of different

localities throughout the State."




that detachments of the First Regiment should
guards and garrisong of the three Government
state, for a time, was neither abandoned or changed.
Maj.)Dike, in command of Company B, the 8tillwater come-
pany, and Company G, the Faribault company, set out, on the
steamer Frank Oteele and via the Minnesota river, to relieve the
Fort Ridgely, then composed of two companies of the
nfantry, under Maj.\Patton. At that period, and for
yzars later, the Minnesota was navigable for light=draught
teamboats, in the boating season, as far up as the Lower Sioux
ney, six miles below Redwood Falls, and often far beyond.
The next day after\Maj.)Dike's command left, Company A,
Capt.) Wilkin, marched for Fort Ripley, to relieve the gompanies
second Infantry, under Col. Abercrombie. A weekxlater
Company 5,( Capt. Morgan, marched also for Ripley, and en route
Abercorombie, with the former garrison, coming down.
Company C, Capt., Acker, and Company D, (Capt. Putﬁam,
ut=Col. Miller in command of the battalion, set out on a
march for Fort Abererombie, 225 miles distant to the north-
W
“It now seemed altogether probable that the Regiment was
doomed to spend & great deal of time away from the seat of war,
where glory and fame were to he had for the pluecking, and the war
might be over before it would be given a chance to distinguish

itself.

lizanwhile, on May 28, at the close of dregs parade, the

ladies of Winona, through Capt. Henry K. Lester, presented the




3 national flag, the regimental colors,

Bnangled Banner-- and long may it we j. au
standard 1 not st long It was virtually shot to pic
@ first battle 11 Run, was unfit for service thereafter,
innesota Btate Capitol, where its

Fragments




KBD TO WASBHINGTON,

cblige the boys," Gov. Rampey and
Wilkinsen had been endeavoring to have
relieved from garrison duty in t
ngton City, where it would be handy iﬂ-CgSE of a
12 Benator Rice teleg hed the Governor that
war Cameron refused to - the Regiment on to

of gseveral companies

13 (Adj. Gen.)Banborn had telegraphed the

then temporarily in Washington--that the Twenty=-Third

Minnesota Militia, (Cols D. A, Robertson,

regimental complement of men and tendered its services to

1"

"for three years or during the wer." 8o, when it

jernment

First Regimeént could not be sent to the front,
ef calling out Col. Robertson's regiment a d

it forwarded to Washington was seriously considered.(BSee

War Records} also Vol.2 Minn. in Civ. &and Ind. Wars; &l1s0 n:swse

papers of June, 1861.)

AL

T But en receiving Senator Rice's telegram, June 12, Gov.

v at once telegraphed Secretary Cameron bluntly and to the

Do yecu want Minnesota Regiment or not? If so, Col.
Gorman's is well drilled and armed and can be in Washington in
ten daysgexkuixExgxnxhaxaxkiexx A full regiment could not be got
up in ten davs, but I can have the forts relisved in lesgs time.
Answer.

The old War 8Becretary took hie time about the "answer."
Benutor Hice got after him, however, and June 14 he sent it to

Governor Ramsey and it read:




30.
" 8end to Harrisburg, to await further orders,/Col. Gor=

man's Regiment. Replace the companies at the forts with companies
Regiment. Report the day the Regiment will be at

pag =

same day with another,
mustered for three yzars

ington, by of Herrisburg and
first telegram, the Governor directed

ColJ Gorman to report himself and his

command, "forthwith at Harrisburg.™ As soon as a swift messenger

eould carry 1it, the | nel rec2ived the order and broke the mffimk
official snvelope as eagerly as a boy lover opens a letter from
stheart. The St. Paul Pionser and Democrat of June 16

at followed thre raception of the order at Fort

nawg that the irgst Regiment was ordered to 'arrisburg
was transmitted to F 1€ £ a’C’t 10 c'elock Fridayv night.
Almost sverybedy he was asleep. The Colonsl and
staff had the ln'OT"wt on fi ft, &rd it was received with every
demongtration of delight. U nformant eays the Colonel fairly
howled with joy.™

¥ The news soon spread to the quarterec of the company
and then to 'the men, and such rejeicing took plece as
before ogccurred since the Regiment was mustered in.
not stop to put on their elothing, but rushed around,
ing and hugging one another, as wild as a crowd of gchool
the announegement of a VdC”‘lor*'

®1ere is no sham gratification at being ordered forward.
The men enlisted for actual service in the fleld, and not to
garrison forts.% Ma f them are farmers, and would much prefer
being at home this busy scason than to spend the summer anywhare
in the State.
And Lecchren eays that although the men realized that their
time thus far had been well employed in the drill and discipline

necessary to fit them for their duties as soldiers, and th&t in

going to the seat of war they would lose many of their accusbomed




comforts and fare hard than at Fort Bnelling,~--yet thay had
enlisted to fight to put down the Rebellion and they did not wish
tc be disappointed. Thay did not want their experience in the war
to be eonfined to garrison duty in the local forts, for a
comparatively brisef time, when--the war belng over(!)=-they
rgulars who had compesed the
nt their military experience to
could have fores=zen their futuré!
6f & bligzard wind, couriers, with
raturn orders a a r the companies that had been sent out to
the forts. Those dispatchs .0 Ridgely and Ripley had readhed
thair destinations and were about thelr dutlesj but Companiss

C and D, under (Lisut=Col.) M1 3 tolling along, under the

blazing skies a 1t June and amid myriads of Minnescota

mosquitoes, on the way to Port Abercrombias.

The dispatches of the Colonel, ordering the companies
back to Fort Snelling, preparatory to & speedy departure for
front, were received by them with great joy and exultation.
news is always greeted more heartily when received under dig=
apreinting conditions. With such acceptance &nd alacrity were fthe
retyrn orders cbeyed, that in a weeﬁ, or by the morning of Friday,

June 21, all the companies were back in Fort Snelling, except
Company A, which had te remain at Fort Ripley and
Company G, under Capt. MeKune, which had to stay at Ridgely and
LA
gva“dfvalvahle Government property there until relieved by the
the Second Regiment, then bsing made reéady. /| Therefore,
Company A and the datachment of Company G did not reach Snelling

until after the Regiment proper had left the Btate and caught up
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Regiment, xcept Com IV Capt. Wilkin, and & part f Company G,

- ™ A AN 3 3 m Elarawn de A AT A $ TAavdy Snalldins
Capt. CAuUnd ! ! | epazadd ground a4t AOrt dne.Lliing,

preparatory to setting out for the front 0l. Gorman reported
s numericel strength to be 1,023} probadbly 9 men or more
briefl address
arned scholar and divine,
earnest patriot.

restless and the

gervices over, the man : ompaniec wers marched
ad to and on the boats, well crowding them. In
fine pelatial-like crafte cast off their shore
their prows outward and were soon swiftly

broad, o bosom of old Father iississippi,

uppar levee in St. Paul, at the foet of

landed and the Kegiment, by & previous
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the foot of Jackson street. This program was
. » ‘\
allow the menvy friends of the Regiment in the cily)
say farewell and God-speed. It was only 7 e'clock, but the

ts were thronged by a svmpathetic and enthusiastic multitude.
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Short time for leave taking, though hearts are sore and fears

s
K
are brooding. f&n half an hour the men were aboard the boats

again and sweeping down the river, the Northern Belle for Ia Crosse
. Bagle for Prairie du Chien. Fifty years later the
properly celebrated.
brief halts wer:s made en route. At Hastings, Red
Wabashaw, and "inona, the companies orgunized
were allowed to land for fifteen minutes for

4+ 1
ther

atives and friends. At each stop
ur of sighs, ears, and sad heartis, mingled
iope and fond
men of Minnesota had full sympathy for their socldiers.
alwavs loved the brave. Our women and girls loved
wnd gave their feelings practical expression.
lainties and supplied them with comforiswhen they
nit soecks &nd made shirts for them and when
t. Paul for W ashingtor nearly every soldier h
& havelogck, made for and given to him by th: women of the clities
and towns wlere the companies were organized.
urge, after little while havelocks went out of

boys didn't care whether or not

burned; other things

maidans did their full duty by
husbands, brothers, and sweathearts. They
by love of country as by natural affection
v were as patriotic and as self=-sacrificing as
women of o0ld, who,
gwvord-belts, their hair for bowstrings
were breaking with love, pushed from XRIXXXX

embrages their dearest ones and sent them forth to fight




the country.
The Northern Belle reached lLaCrosse about midnight and the
ar Bagle got to é ie du Chien at 3 o'elock in the morning.
Notwithstanding the unseasonable hour, the people of each little
¢ity turned out in great numbers to meet and welcome the
sotians. At Prairie du Chien, nearly the entire population of the

A

modest but patriotic swes came forth from $EREe beds and home

and aived them with an artillery salvte and the most profuse

in mind that at that time
nearest railroad depots to Minne
Prairie du Chien. The railroads which they
perfect condition and had but limite

88. feithe: he L he Prairie du

or a single day. For this

raason, 1 1, dapots and { roads had to be utilized in trans-
porting the First Regiment from the Missiseippl River to
Tuckily both roads made connection at Janesville, Wis.
wag & good solid roadbed from thence to Chicago.
LaCrosse and Prairis du Chien rallway tr
t-clags passanger furnished the Minne=
Many of
an on & rallway car before and trhe sensation
novel &8 it was plsasant. Moreovar, both detachments
iven bountiful and sumptuous dinners next day as the
railwoad company. The Jjunction at Janesville was
and the Regiment arrived in Chicago at 6 o'clock
evening of me 23, The entire trip through Wisconsin was ree

great continuous covation.
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The Regiment arrived in Chicago at 6 P.M. and four hours
or at 10 o'clock, in the first-class care of the Pitt
Fort Wa-ne & Chicago Railway, departed for Harrisbhurg
furnished the men by the railroad cowpany and

for their comfort. Pittsburg was rea

Wl

‘ in *ho x - . P P i i
Johnstown/ , in the mountains of Pennsylvania,

e train halted for fifteen minutes.
the place

stopped, they boarded it laden

nd delicious pastry, etc., and gave the men a
luncheon.
Harrishurg was reachsd at 10 0'clock in the forenoon of
a "camp of
ware alreadv several
from Fort Snelling

Companies A and K, that had

behind inr ?inneﬁofﬁ)”,re commiserated

migsed such & good timo.
men 0f the Regiment expected to remain in the Harris-
burg inetruction eemp for some time and be drilled and otherwise
vreapared for their further duties, although Col. Gorman had fairly
drilled their legs cff at Port Snelling. But at the easgsonable

hour of 3 o'cleck, on the morning following their arrival,
men eleeping quarters
for Baltimore.
No soft velvet and plush seats with comfort=
able backs, and springy cars with the furnishings of salons, but
open cars, cseatless and spring=

lesg and void of comforts
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Soon the train left Pennsylvanis and entered Maryland.
All along the railroad the people were Unionists and by waving
flags and handkerchiefs let the &egiment know their sentiments.

A large majority of the people 6f the State were loyal to the old
flag, although, two monthe before, as the work of rabld secesslion-
ists, the blood of Union soldiers had "flecked the streets of
Baltimore." Nearing that city the men were greeted by the first
hoetile demonstration, when an old woman angrily shook a broom

at them.

At Baltimore -- as in nearly every other city at that day
and for years later, -- different systems of railroad did not
cqanct their depots. There were few union depots. A depot of
one\}oad micht be on the north side of a town and the depot of
another road might be on the south side. The regiment had to
march through Baltimore from the Pittsburg depot to that of the

Baltimore and Washington.

Two months before, the Sixth Massachusetts, while paseing

quietly through the streets, had been fired upon by a mob and &

few of 1ts men were killed and others wounded. The




Firet Minnesota did not invite such a demonstration, but the men

were ready for it. They lcaded thelir muskets and fixed their
bayonete and would have used them to effect had the frowning

scowling fellows they passed on the sidewalks even snapped a

cap.

Baltimore was left late in the afternoon and
Washington City reached at 10 o'clock at night. Quarters for the
night were obtained in the Assembly rooms, and Hon. Cyrus Aldrich
one of Minnesota's Congressmen, furnished a supper. The flrst

stage of the journey was over.,







AT WASHINGTON AND ALEXANDRIA,
CHAPTER

The next morning, June 27, after its arrival in Washington
the Regiment went into camp, half a mile east of the capital
building. The camp was & fine one. It was well furnished and the
surroundinge were all that could be desired. But daily and
tiresome drille were resumed during the stay of a week, although
the men had become fairly proficient in these exgercises before
they left Minnesota. They were told that the object of so much
training was to make them disciplined and capable, so that they
would stand the severest shock of battle without breaking and do
their whole duty as soldiers. This theory wae to be put to the
test, and all were anxious for 1it.

Gen., Winfield Scott, the grand old hero of many
wars, wae now in general comrand of the armies of the United
States. He was 7q/yeare of age, but still possessed a vigorous mind,
was a true patriot, and had the confidence of thevpeople.
In April he had offered the active command to, Robert E. Lee, but
Virginia seceded April 17, and Lee chose to go with his State.
Eventually Gen Scott gave the command 6f the forcee in and about
Washington t® Gen. Irvin McDowell. McDowell was & West Pointer, had
served with credit in the Mexican war and on Cen. Scott's staff,
and had been made a brigadier early in May.

The authorities of the Confederacy had removed its capital

from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, Virginia, 100 miles or so

from Washington, It wae a popular idea that the objective of ¢gpera=-

tions in the east should be the capture of Richmond, the rebel capi-
tal, both for ite effect on the south as well as its effect on

foreign opinion.




Greely, in the N ‘ork Tribhune, and many other
out,"On to Richmo

the rebel

gaceded

1Ny
—id ¥

of
12 commander of

Qaver

neral Robert Patt

soon aft & ilitary situation and condition
Vashington, Gen. MeDowell
pe into Virginia to the sit and
'he Confeds tas A 'are raconnoitering

and scouting abhout their side L he otomac. the 24th of

5,000 Union troops moved over from Washington and cccupied

of Alexandria. nere wag no resistance on the part




the Confederates save that Col. Blmer E. Ellsworth, of a noted
called the Fire Zouaves, was shot and killed by a hotel

keeper named Jackson whose secession flag the Union colonel had

pulled down and was carrying away. The Virginia Confederates,

500 in number, under(Cel) Geo. H, Terrett, according to orders,

retired without resistance.

L >




The First Minnesota crossed the Potomac and first pressed
the soil f old Virginia at the ancient town of Alexandria,
July 3, 1861l. The Regiment was brought down the river from Washing=
ton by steamers from the navy yvard and landed at the Alexandris
historie old town was silent;
gZreg8s was gr In  tF streets, and all the residence hcuses
geemad de:s La This was G ge Waghington's town, and not far
who) maintained the flag of the
iods, and now in

it reverence. Bvervhody

Pegiment marched throurht the streets the men

1R 4 v il

heere bvt there was no response The only living persons in
C [} - i LS % v . &« dl Viy ! L
the place seemed to be negross, who stood in flocks

cornere looking wpon the soldiers in dead silence and blank

astonighment. The Regiment was inspected by Gen. McDewell,

and marched a mile west of Alexandria, and went into camp in &

al

twenty-acre field. All about were the cawps‘o’ comrade vol-
unteers,
Fort ERlsworth was half a mile west and here the llth

New York Infantry, or ¢ Fire Zovavee, were quartered. Pilctur=-

esque looking fellows they were in the uniforme of the French=
with red fez caps covering sheved

cut-away Jackets, red or white baggy trouveers, and

gancinesse and devil-mayv-care manner abovt them. Many

Wew York City department, and all were

80 that meny believed the
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Fire Zouaves would be & strong factor in putting down the Rebellion.

new camp in what was fairly a tented fisld,
the Regiment resumed drilling There were daily details for
guard duty. Posts were established on the railroad to guard

noroughfare and the telegraph. There were guards on a

&~

cross roads.
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regiments and RBattery I, First U. B. Artillery it

Vasgsachusetts

constituted Gens W. B. FPranklin's First Brigade of(Gen.) Bamuel

P. Heintzelman's Third Division of (Gen.) MecDowell's Army of

s ]

lorthieastern Virginia, Both gaenerals we egular army officers

ntzelman had served on t

ong 88rvice. 2N (1ain

ned been stationed at




BULL* RUN.
CHAPTER

the middle of July the Confederate position in n

orthern

Virginia was well established=--and well known. |(Gen. Beauregard

had selected the now famous little strecam called Bull Run as the

dJ L
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The banks of Bull Run were lined with scrubby timber and
were high, steep, and abrupt. The stream could not readily be
crossed except by the fords, and there were several of these.

or up stream ,
From Union Mills Ford, northwesterly they were McLean's, Blackburn's,
Mitchell's, Island, Ball's, and Lewis's. Northwest of the Stone
bridge and the Warrenton turnpike was Sudley's Ford, high up the
gtream. Wilmer Mclean, the owner of the farm opposite the ford
of that name, was also the owner of the house at Appomattox C.H.
in which Lee surrendered to Grant. At Bull Run his house was
Beauregard's headquarters.

3 southerly
Along the Run, on its ‘pight or bank, at these fords,

Gen. Beauregard prepared good breastworks with ade‘lS and with the

Run in front as & ditch. At sach ford he placed a strong force
with artillery. The intervals between the fords wers weakly
manned. The idea was that the stream could not be passed, ex=
cept at the fords, by cavalry and artillery, and with difficllty

by infantry.




On the 16t of July!|Gen., McDowell moved his army from the

banks of the Potomac towards the enemy. That army consisted of
aY " \
. { G kg . A . | =
flve’d;v181ons. The First Division was commanded by Gen.) Daniel

Tvler, the Second Division by|{Col. David Hunter, the Third
Division by|\ Col.) Sam'l. P. Heintzelman, the Fifth Division by
Col, Dixon 8. Miles. '\Cols.) Hunter, Heintzelman, and Miles were
colonels in the regular army. The Fourth Division,commanded by
Gen. Theodore Runyon, was left in the works on the south bank
of the Potomac.

The forces r:ached Fairfax Court House, 16 miles south
of west of Washington, at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of the 17th,
and Centerville, four miles from Fairfax, the next day. Center=
ville is six miles eastwardly from Bull Run. A few scattered
Confederate scouts were encountered, resulting in the wounding of
three Union soldiers. The men were unused to marching, the weathef
was hot, the roads dusty and the movement was attended with some
personal discomfort and much loud complaint. Two years later the
march would have been easily and indifferently made. One of the
Union spies with the army was Matthias Mitchell, who lived on a
tract which became part of the battle~field of Bull Run.

As soon as Beauregard was well satisfied that McoDowell
was moving against him with a superior force, he called earnestly
for‘hzlp. He telegraphed Jeff Davis and the other authorities
at Richmond and he besought! Gen.) Joe Johnston, over at Winchester,
in this wise: "If you wish to help me, now is the time." He
expected a general atéack on the 18th, and was in great distress

about it; for he did not want to run without a fight, and he




feared that if he fought he would be overwhelmed and beaten.

All now depended on Joe Johnston, who had a little army
of 10,000 at Winchester, fifty miles away to the northwest.
Watching Johnston, was Gen. Patterson, at Martinsburg, with

(according to his statement, in hies book, "Campaign in the Shenan-

dosh, "p.57.) 18,000 men. )| He had been enjoined to keep close

watch on Johnston; had heen advised to attack him and beat him,
but under all circumstances he must preveng his going to Beaure=
gard's asseistance. He did not do anything he was told. He was
loyal, but he was 70 years of age.

When informed that McDowell had advenced, Gen. Patterson
moved from Martinsburg to Charlestown, a few miles out from
Harper's Ferry, and then Joe Johnston was frce to go where he
pleased. It pleaeed him to go to(Gen, Beaureg=ard. Responding
to his comradés telegram of the 18th and pursuant to orders from
Richﬁond, Johnston made a rapid flank march by way of Ashby's
Gap, took the cars on the Manassas Cap Railroad at Piedmont stae
tion, and with his advance brigades joined Beauregard at Manassas
Junction, Saturday, July 20. Hie reserve brigades came along as
fast as they could get transportation. His cavalry under Stuart
and Radford, rode their horses across the country. (MecClellan's

"Campaigns of Stuart's Cavalry. "p.34).




Gen.) McDowell's first plan was to attack the Confederates
on the fouth or right of their line, notably at Blackburn's and
Mitechell's Fords. Good roads from Centerville crossed Bull Run
at sach ford; but as Blackburn's was the farthest down stream,
and at the more vital point of the Confederate flank, it was

thought probable that the main Union attack would be made the;e.

This was McDowell's opinion. It was also Beauregard's. Oftimes

the leaders of opposing armies agree upon military propositions.
Gen. Beauregard, therefore, strengthened the defenses of Black=
burn's Ford to meet the emergeney. (Gen.) James Longstreet's
brigade, of the lst, 1llth, and 17th Virginia Regiments of infantry,
and Bshelman's Battery of the Washington(New Orleans) Artillery,
with six 6-pounders and three ten-pound rifles, constituted

the defenders.
- ¥

- |

July 18, (Gen, McDowell soent Gen. Tvler with his Division to
make a strong reconnoigsance against Blackburn's and Mitchell's
Fords, to develop the enemy's exact position, and strength
Gen. '/Tvler was instructed not to make more than a demonstration,
"not to bring on an engagement."(8winton,p.47;War Records,Vol.2,
p«312.) e moved out from Centerville with his Division, which
included two 20~pound rifled cannon and Ayres's Battery, and
after marching five miles went into position and first connonaded
the Confederates at Mitchell's Ford. Then he went down to Black~

burn's Ford and "demonatrated" against Gen. Longstrset.




He fired his cannon awhile without eliciting a response. Then he
sent two pleces of Ayre|'s Battery down in the low ground, nearer the
enemy, and suddenly the Washington Artillery, with nine guns, opened
and soon drove Ayré's two pleces away. Gol. Israel B, Richardson's
Brigade had been sent into the woode opposite the Ford. Longstreet
eent hie brigade over and it soon sent Richardson's flying from the
flelds Col. Tyler mérched the command back to Centerville. He

lost 19 killed and 64 wounded and miseing. The Confederates lost

15 killed and 55 wounded.

» Anad




The First Minnesotay left 1te camp near Fort Ellsworth
on July 18, and joined in the general advance of the army. Ten men
from each company, mostly sick or ailing ones-- making 100 in all=--
were left behind to care for the camp., The march that day was a
slow one, and the Regiment only reached the near‘vicinity of Falrfax
Court House, a few miles from Fort Ellworth. Camp was made in a
jack=pine thicket on a ridge.

The next day Sangster's Station, on the Orange & Alex—

andria. Railroad, (locally called Sangster's Crossfroads) was reached

early in the afterncon, and the Regiment went into camp in a re-
gilon abounding in ripe blackberries. The soil of the country was
thin @&nd worn out by more than a hundred years of cultivation.
The farmers were not progressive, and their crope were always scanty;
but fruits, especially small fruite, béth the wild and cultivated
kinds, grew bountifully.

0f the march to Sangster's Station, Chaplain Neill, under

date of July 17, wrote:




—toward the WeSt; WEASSTEN _TOT taErights

# T slept under the hospital ambulance. During the night
another regiment, the 1llth Massachusetts, joined our brigade.
Before sunrise we weres all on our winding way, the artillery
immediately in front of our Regiment.

® We traveled all the forenoon through a wooded country,
with here and there a c¢learing, and with a poor leog farm=house
and an apology for a barn in the shape of a few pine logs loosely
put together and half decayed. The inmates are what the Vir-
ginians call "poor whites." The mother stands at the door, &
tall, vacant, giant, care-worn woman; t.e children pale and
buttonless; the father 1ll clad and looking as if he were half
ashameg to hold his head up in the presence of decent people.

/

<~ #Two miles after we began our march this morning, we passed

an ag@@sh-looking, badly frightened man, whose horse had been shot
last night by our pickets, and who had received a wound himself.
Two women were by his side, one white and coarse-featured; the
other more refined, a plump matronly quadroon, who seemed to show
quite a conjugal interest in the man. 8She told me that he was
hunting for a colt when our soldiers challenged him, and not
understanding them he did not stop and they fired on and wounded
him and killed his horse.

# While we were standing at the farm gate of a Union
family, originally from New York, news came that the enemy was
in foree at Fairfax Station and his pickets near by. en soon
went forward to cut away the ohstructions the enemy had placed in
the road. The Zouaves were hurried uwp and went by us, jumping like
squirrels, to strike the railway ncar the supposed rebel camp,
while we move along with the Massachusetts 5th and the battery
to attack the left flank.

#Me soon came to deserted picket posts, and in a little
while, at an abandoned camp ground, there was a great dense gmoke,
and we learned that the rebels had left in haste this morning,
burning up all the stores they could not carry with them. We
hastered on until we reached a high plateau overlooking the
valley through which the railways pass and also looking over
toward the Blue Ridge Mountains. We again saw smoke ahead and in
half an hax r arrived at Sangster's Station, which is six miles
southwest of Pairfax C. H. and only eight from Manassase Junction,
the hecadquarters of Beauregard. The rebels retreated and in pasgsing

down from Fairfax C.H. today they burned all the railroad bridges.
Had we been here four or five hours sooner, we could ave caught
them all. We tramped 16 miles today under a hot sund

The following day, July 18, ocecurred the
affair at Blackburn's Ford. That day Lieut~Col. Miller, with

Companies A and B, made & reconnoissance five miles to the front)
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nearly to the Confederate linés. .On their return the men of the

party said to their comrades:"The rebs are out there all‘right,
‘and they'll fight, 'too,"

July 19 the Regimént and Heintgelman's Division marched
to the vicinity of Centerville and united with the main army.
Centerville(commonly spelled Centreville) was a little hamlet
of one street with half a dosen or.more houses. Its prinecipal
building was a small one=story stone church. The most abundant

and the cheapest building material in the country was stone,
and that material was much used in c¢omstructive work.
Centerville was on the Warrenton turnpike, "a good,
broad highway leading down " from Washington to Warrenton, a
gscuthwest course of some B0 miles, and almost as straight as the
crow flies.. It was a fine thoroughfare, for plenty of stones
had been used in its construction, and it was firm and strong.

July 19 the Chaplain wrote from Centerville, a letier
filled with interesting items:

A A three days' march brought us to this place, where we
found the rear of Gen. MoDowell's Division. The first day we
advanced from Alexandria to Pohick Creek; the second day, 16
miles to SBangster's Station, on the Orange Railway, 20 miles
from Alexandria.****

@Yeaterday morning Capt. Wilkin was sent up the railway
with 20 men, to scout. He returned in about two hours with J
intelligence that three miles distant he perceived abdut 500
of the enemy on a hill commanding the road. In the afternoon,
Lieut-Coly Miller, with Companies A and B;.was ordered-4o proceed
on the railway and discover if the bridgeg@ver Bull Rué%at
Union Mills was burned. They proceeded about the distance,
and with the aid of a field glass{ol. Miller and (Liutsy Downie
and Thomas all distinctly saw a batiery of five or 31X guns at
the point where Capt. Wilkin saw the enemy in the morning.

#Wnile theyv were absent the long roll was sounded and the
brigades of(gol.)ﬂeintzelman's Division were quickly on the
march again. Just at dark, not far from Centerville, we heard

that there had been a bloody engagement at Bull Run, where &
detachment under[@ggz)Tvler had beén mowed down by a . '




masked battery. Shortly after this rumor came, it began to rain
and we were drenched., Without provisions, surrounded by 20
hungry and wet reviment.)and with nothing but the bad news of
the afternoon fight* to digest, we went supperlasa to bed, if
sleeping in the open air can be called going to bed

& % & F * # * ® t *

"This morning, amidst anathemas fierce and loud from long lines
of Zouaves ani others, a band of eight rebel ‘soldiers was marched
through the camp up to Gen. McDowell's tent, They were a picket
stationed near Fairfdx Court House, which the rebels, in their hasty
departure had forgotten to call in. Thelr uniform was rather Fal-
staffian., Their heads were govered with apologies for hats and caps.
Two wore dark brown blouses, and the rest were dressed in iron-gray
gatinet, with green rrimwinge. They belong, I believe, to an
Aldoama re"iment.
*Reference 1s made to the affair at Blackburn's Ford, an account

‘ of which is glven on a preceeding page.

gd\joﬁifd z eeli Znat(they had repblsed,a!
AQQVy attac ﬁ* y/e couJde

1 The next day, Saturday, JulX/'PO was a gala day in

McDowell's camps. Vigitors, officialdyand private citizens, came
out from Washington in carriages, bringing their own supplies, in-
~¢luding plenty of liquors, and bound for a good time. They were
under no military restraint and were so numerous that as they
thronged the streets and passed to and fro among the troops, the
camp fairly reeembled a monster military picnic ground., (Fry,
Batts. and Leads.,p.183). Many of these visitors, to their sub=-
sequent humiliation and sorrow, remained over in the camp until and
including the greater part of Sunday. The troops were encamped at

various diestances from Centerville.

A,&iwf”lu ﬂ'st/
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After Tyler's failure at Blackéemd's Ford,.‘\fchowell
abandoned hia‘first plan of attacking Beauregard on the latter's
right flank, at Blackburn'e, Mitchell's, and McLean's Fords. The
Confederate line was too strong and too well defended along that
part. His engineers spent a great part of July 19 and 20 in re-
connoitering Bull Run for several miles in search of a good place
to cross and get at the enemy.

In the afternoon of the 30th they reported that the Stone
bridge, over which the Warrenton gike crossed Bull Run, was, like
every ford below it, well guarde&sand was probably mined, etc. But
two miles up stream from the Stone bridge, near the Sudley spring,
was Sudley's Ford over the Run, which was unguarded, and above that
point the stream was, almost everywhere, easily passable, by both
infantry and artillery. Moreover there were good roads from Center=-
ville to Sudley's Ford.

f”/ﬂykhiggig Tyler's big division next morning, Sunday, July 21,
made another demonstration, this time against the Stone bridge,
only & few miles away, on the Warrenton pike. Mile’%ﬁpivieion, the

Fifth, was left at Centerville as a rescrvé. The other two Divi-

slons, Hunter's and Heintzelman's, respectively the Second and Third,

moved ouéf%long the pike from Centerville until they crossed a small

etream called Cub Run, and then took a right hand road leading in

a northwesterly direction to Sudley's Ford. \
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While Tyler's Division was cannonading and otherwise

imonstrating against the Stone bridge, two miles below, Hunter

and Meintzelman grossed the Run, moved down the little

vallay, and fell 'upon the rear of the “onfederate forces at the

bridge. It was expected that Tyler's operations would so distract

attention that Hunter and Heintzelman would have no diffi-

in taking the defenders by surprise and defeating them.

when the Second and Third Divisions had attacked, Tyler's
cross the Run and ce-operate, and the three Divisions
would make summary disposition of Beauregard's army. Johnston's

BArmv of the Shenandoah" was supposed to be a hundred miles

AWAY .
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After a march of ten or twelve miles, Heintzelman's
Divislion came up to the Ford at 11 A.M., having been enlivened
and insplrited for an hour or =o by the sound of battle in front.

Franklin's Brigade, to which the Firet Minnesota belonged, crossed

|

o

the Ford at about 11:30, and(?EEE)Franklin, by direction of (Gen:
McDowel%,sent the Regiment forward a few hundred yards to re-
enforce the flanking force.

It was broucht on the field firet under the guidance of

—— Y

AR
Cap/f Wright, of (Col,) Heintzelman's staff as a flanking force.

It moved at quick time until it arrived at an open field which
overlooked the battle field. Here the Regiment remained for several
minutes, Some of the men wandered about and amused and refreshed
themselves by gathering blackberries, which were somewhat plenti-

ful. Others picked flowers that abounded, In a little while, how-
\}‘b

ever% it was ofdered through the woode to a position near the front

and center of the Confederate line. This was the firet position
and it was in an open field and waes under the direct fire of the

enemy's batterles. (Gorman's report.)
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After ten minutes in the field, it was ordered by both

; } e d o
E, Franklin and Cold Heintzelman to the support of Ricketts!

S

Battery. To obey this order the Regiment had to pass in
1 mile or more to the

T

Union line. The movement was executed in
vick time. It was a July day under a Virginia
the march was very trying. Many of the men

nkete, haversacks, and even their indispensable

run with swiftness the race set before tnem.

to be the Reagixmmkx Regiment's first fight,
of battle, and the form of that baptism was tc be an
no proper preparation for the ordeal.
skirmish fight--never under fire. There
physically and morally, than the men of
Thev were algo finely drilled and well
disciplined. But to march into a fierce battle,"into the jaws
of death," for the first time, without perturbation, misgivings,
' a march that has never yet been made.
the men knew their danger, but bravely they
As they ms: I into position on the hrink of the
Henrv hill, they passed the dead hodies of a few Zouaves that had
been killed a few minutes before, their showy and gaudy uniforms
now dabbled with blood, their forms and faces distorted by an
gonizing death, and their glassy eyes staring up intb thel sky.

tacle was not encouraging or inspiriting.
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The Regiment came up and Col. Gorman quickly put it inte
as in advance ofall the other Union troops.
;ithiu a few f f the wooii and the left

Bgttery upon the cres f the plateau. Gorman

204 -2

wag "within 50 ;‘.A\VJ o

en Col, Heintzelman rode between the lines,

the enemy's line

thin & pistc hot of each,® Col. Bormen says the circumstance

1
Lald

Bato roored
stagegereqd

emies. -But

Ton 3 PV -
Union flag.

The Confederates had Eo ré B cleaning up the

batteries and driving a r the 8 &nd were crouching in the

jungles of scrub oaks and waiting for th !Eaﬂaeﬁw@(4luﬁtfﬁVFm/

Companies A and ¥, the right companiees of the Regimen were t

rods from the Henry wood, when Col. Heintgelm a&long and
gave the order 2l in the woods fo he enem Capt. Cclvillj

»

of Company T,

two companies, firet "by volleys an

Somehow, in ite movements, the Regiment had becpme divided
into two wings. ieut. Col was presént with and commanded

the detached vportion of 18 right wing. Col. Gorman says the

di?isihn wag caused by "the uration of the ground and the

Ihzxxaxikgx intervening woods;™ Lochren says the left companies

were separated from the right companles when Ricketis' "guns

were taken back .nrough the center of the regiment¥etc. Others

say the division occurred when Ricketts went forward from his
stand with his battery to' his new position.

=t 5 . L < 2 t
But Lochren further says that in moving the Begimant %y
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companies into line," in the brush, as it neared the top of the

hill, the left compa 8 were the last tc get into

Be

1

clearing into which the batteries had "just®
lolonal Miller wrote to the New York
Gorman at Bull hufjus follows: "Ou

the battery of \‘WHt Ricketts
fv
spective wings could not sec7v~

x

3

conflict.” (Bloomer's

.

1(;;& l'.flt. ,-.

-

wings of the FHegiment

lank of the Battery. i
7w /
Loyal Legion "Glimpses," sscond series,

-

L9 e';}..{f "

wing having been partly separated from the.

ff/,
1

Battery as it want into sction, the Regimant

Vs

)

/

g T 11y hecame separated into two norulou,, one body under
//"\' j 9
Co?) Gorman and the other under Gaeut. Lol“ﬁ iiller. ]
e
tegtimony is that the division was caused by the

/ Crrcef

it of Ricketts'! Battery on ite way to its
T.ochren says that soon after the Regiment
already firing at fwe right of the Regiment,
not understood." This would seem to have baen
38 A and F mentioned by Colville, and which
Heintzelman. Asg if in response to
00; Boone, of Col. Palkner's regiment,

(pi * rede from the Confederate position to

companies of the Firet Minnesota. He had seen the red

3 1/ ) . & 4 3

m,"Col.Coon,of a Georgia regiment."




ghirts of the Regiment and thought it was the Fourth Alabama,

many of whose men were sfmilarly garbed. e came to caution

theMinnesetians not to fire on their "friends!®™ Mr. Javan B.
Irvine,, Who was serving with Company A, promptly made a prisoner

of Col. Boone, to the latter's great astonishment, and he was
to Washington. e was the officer of highest rank captured

tained by the Unicn troops that day. The incident muade

Irvine an officer in the| Regular army for the rest 0Ol

s ni
The Confederates were near encugh to witness the capture
of (fol. Bocone. They now knew thal the forces in frent of t .em
were Union troops, and not the Fourth Alabama, p@amcireyxrtwtancerd
et S b aae KX K X XX T K e Fe s S X BRI be
Sudadenly irom (ne entire Coniederate line came another

terrible explosion of artillery and musketry and another volley

of 1l:ad and iron swept the Henry house plateau. The deadly stomm,

ite fierce red lightning and crashing thunder, struck the
in their faces. The shock
of dynamite before th
RO TSI B I 2608 23 XK K300 X308 3 xceadociae ¢ 2K aaceak ko ien R Xl
AN WX R KK K KA KK K
Only fgr & second were the Minnesotians staggered or
stunned. ThanAqagmgn gave {he order to fire and the order was
obeyed on the instant. For a few minutes it was give and take

between the fbrees. Owing to the very short distance beiw the

L A

contending lines the fighting was very het and

' Voligv after volley followed. The Confgderates nhd D far th
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greater volume of fire, and after again sweeping the ground

occupied by the batteries, they seemed to concentrate it upon
the First Minnesota,

The Confederates had the declded advantage. They out-
numbered the Minnesotians very largely. While not behind artificial
breastworks, they were really intrenched in the thickets of jack=
pine and scrub oaks and in the natural ditches and gullies of that
hilly site. The Minnesotians were fairly in the open, with the
Confederate artillery "en enfilade" and hurling death into them
from a position only 350 yards away, and the infantry volleying

at them from the front.
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AGol . Gorman saw tl
Nt

men could not, unde: he forbidding circumstances, accomplish
0

any good purpose . heir perilous posijtion, and if they remained

longer thev would be involved eith ' destruction or

hopeless confusion

back
DECK ,

reatire. j lepgiment moved back in the best

amand’ 1e

While falling back, however, the ground passed OvVer Was

esultory firin :
by, sdxbexkiexiong T or Tour hundred vards, until a small

¢

- S 2y 7
(FF A = 3 c. \.-‘:‘\_l

had broken ranks ERXZEEERXK

took wrat route

some time at

and, "

companies o ur Regimen From Buck

Ford is fully two miles, a long distance to march




could be unitesd. This indicates the
2, time
b3103 or south 05 the Budley I and very

in the idley Church, a Union field

and here the severely

name Sudley was
immediate smax section, and
81‘\({-187" i‘m’O"d_, tne Uu.\(i‘i.‘):}l‘ ;Ji/i.i?%“

Sudley Church,

rom Sudley Ford toward Centerville

the First kKhode 1Island, of

temporarily commanded by Gov.
plucky Governor of the pluckyijittle State from
:z._k%ﬁ*ﬁ%xmxxxxxnxxmxmxknxmmxxxxxxxmuxxxxxxxxxxx
ﬁiﬂwi-(fxnxxxxmmm:@ﬁxﬁmmwmmxw- “The First Minnesota
hed first by platoons, but some demoralized cavalr;
and threw them into confusion,
ry to keep in regular order."
centerville, the route ove:r which they passed
Kemper's Virginia battery, from Alexandria,
below the Stone bridge and was shelling
Unionists. (Kemper's report
through Centerville and
but eventful day, stumbled
hefore, and what men were present dropped
instently to sleep without sating.

pected that the fighting would e remnewed the next morning at
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nterville, when they would be on the defense and the Confeder-
ates on the aggressive, and they wanted to be rested and refreshed
for the encounter. Half an hour later @iigy werdmealled up by the

cooks for hot coffee and to receive an order.
Gen. McDowell found himself at sundown with a 4
and badly broken army. Many of his best officers and

killed or wounded; nundreds ©of othsrs prisone
) »

country; more than half his cannon

m

Wa8 gone. Then came word
flushed and glowing with victory, with a
very strong forece, much 07 which was qQuite [resh, were advancing
'k. 0, .
to attack|iim at Centerville. The dark hour

15 = i

at once issued orders tc the men left him,

sad plight, to continue al ©to alexandria,

shelter of the gunsg and ending Washington.

the Minneso ians received with their colfee.
rder meant to men already exhaustcd the marcih of &

a5 T T . : " N I , - N b e i
20 miles, amid the gloom o & black darkness

eat. Lochren says:
'.l.‘iLuJ Wi ,L &,Ul‘,
‘ving knapsack, haversack, musket, and complets Boldier's
i wag, on thiés march, several times awakened from dsep
eap by stumbling against some obstruction. In the forenoon of

1 : é i Y RIS P > o
U.uu'." we were pDacsL in our

» <3 i - 1 4 » }n p - 9 , 4
was accomplished cannet be told.

tents at Alexandria, toorougnly
;ted and soon asleep; but in the afternoon we were called
3 -

up and marched to Washington, 8lx miles or more, in & heavy rain,
by way of the Long Bridge. :
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THE CONCLUSION OF THE BATTLE.

After the First Minnesota retired from the battlefield,
at perhaps 3:30 P, U.,, the fight was continued for more than two
hoﬁre.‘ The struggle for Ricketts! and Griffith's ghins and the
possession of the Henry house plateau or field went on harder and
deadlier than ever.

Re-enforcements came to both sides. Johnston's little
army on the field had all befn engaged from the beginning of the
second baltle below the Warrenton pike, but about 3 o'clock his
last brigade, ﬁé%;DEI Kirby Smith's, arrived near Manassas Junctio?}
on the cars from Piedmont. ‘ Smith heard the noise of battle

and stopped his train west of Manassas Junction, because 1t was

¥4
[

" &

near the sound of firing, disembarked his command, numbering
in all 1,700 men, and hurried across country up to the fighting.

He was badly wounded as soon as he reached the firing line, and his

{AZﬁ,;

. irset
oriva%i£33?&&h€nfaﬂmTand%g by Gen. Arnold Elzey, of the Fir

Maryland This was the only Tonfederate re-enforcement that came
L/ y

during the battle.

Cov)
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-

Al

As soon as(Gen. Beauregard realized that his right flank,
\.

at the Bull Run fords, would not be heavily attacked, he withdrew

F§
‘-t%}!-g )

A
£

certain of his brigades that were cuarding the fords and hurried

Lil

i !m

' them up to the He“ry houaef)

L_Sherman s and Keyes's brigades, of Tyler's Divieilon,
> 3
Willecox's and Howard5 % of Heintzelman's, did the fighting for the
Union side, after pranklin's Brigade had gone to pleces and

Porter's command had retired.

There were hard fichts for the Henry house plateau. It chanceq
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possessors three times. The dead lay thick around Ricketts'

Battery. During the first Confederate charge of the Thirty-

&

/“‘\ :
iaACapt) Ricketts lay bleeding under

when the Virginians retired they carried him
Confederates could capture

the Union troops could dri

lagt 3 d Navy Y of Wille
 : 2 ; : i :
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Division
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WHAT THE COMVANDERS SAID.

The First Minnesota's Division commander, Heintzelman,

and its PBrigade commander, Franklin, were both colonels

regular army. They were strict disciplinarians*withouf
)

favor, praised good conduct sparingly but denouvnced bad

Henry houss

unmercifully. ©Of the work of - egiment at the

pl:te;p'

y P . ~ A
ht of & woods,

towards
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rigade commander

giment moved frox
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(the Fifth and the Eleventh Massachusetts ) retired in confusion,
and no effondy of myself or staff were successful in rallying

them," #

"Ga*lartly ehgaged the enemy", "behaved exceedingly well,"

"retired in good order,"-- these were high commendations indeed
to be bestowed on a Unlon regiment that fought at Bull Run,

and are extremely rare in the records,
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ON THE OLD CAMP GROUED.

days after the hattle of Bull Run, the Regiment was
its former ground, the first occupied when it cume

omfortable in its new quarters, a
About July 24, drilling

Before

written to Gov. Ramsey: "I say to you sincerely,
Gondd

we

ars the bes drilled}\fes

disciplined regiment in the service,

and such 1s the judgment of the regsular
&Y, .. L o
O Send, W@ V)

officers that have seen
(Ninn.ﬁol.ﬂ,p.?@.)

But perhaps the battle convinced the Colonel
that there still remained something tc

be taught the men.

Lochren savs

ile in this camp, the Regiment

for the only time in its history--manifested some discontent and
lack of morale. The

12 men did not soon recover from the depression

Run, and they alleged many other causes of

which afterward thev would have considered too

They said the mess beef and the hardtack were not
NS ome § e KRNI BT XX e BN e ASETEc
x things

3y had received no pq% and many XXNixg were to be

W

n Washington for money. They had received ne naw uniforms and

wearing (Wi escsheddced tdzxvoolen shirts and black

ant s ./ XIXX ARk ek0nn@apoenak adc IIEKE BERN EO THNiEaK :Serads T
RSN Wk Xheachebeaomeme: ¢

rvare still

P

&

fhe men wrote back to Minngsota about their
WRAR AL LN,

hardships. Anthony company), in one week.

Ten letters from the B8t.
The ten recipients and others appealed to Gov. Rams:=y and he
up the matter with Adj. Gen.’ Banborn and(Col. Gorman.

took
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<§EE;)Smn‘orn rushed to Washington and reached the Regi~-

ment 's eamp July 29, finding that a full supply of coats, blouses,
and pants had been distributed among the men two days before and
that previously they had been provided with shoes and caps, 780
14
that pe found the Regiment fully provided with all nesded clothing. "
(Minn. in Civ.and Ind.Wars,Vol.Z,p.BQ.) Quartermaster Geo. H.
Woods wrote to Gen. Sanborn: "Our Regiment has always had, gince
first we ceme to Washington, the full amount of rations."” Chaplain
(<
Neill wrote:"fmxxRagimenkx® I have no idea that there has been any
guffering among the Regiment for th: lack of proper clothing. With
a few exceptions the men have appear:d tidy and not 'all tattered
and torn,' in their dress of blue pants and red gshirts. This week
they have received the blue uniform of the United States. From the
in tidiness and general appearance, they have appeared well
clothing which they obtained in Minnesota."
Col. Gorman wrote:
®io man has suffered for the went of clothing. Complaints
may be, and very likely have been, m&de by gsoldiers that wished to
run around the city and their pride prevented their doing so, owing
to the looks their clothes. Our army is better fed, hetter
¢lothed, and better cared for than any army of any other
government i he world.®*®*®*If their friends at home listen to the
idle tales that are told, insubordination and ultimate dishonor
must come to wu We have been in service three months and our men
have been supplied with three shirts, two pairs of pants, one dress
coat, one blouse, one cap, one hat, three pairs of socks, two pairs
of shoes, & ] f drawers, two blankets, and full army rations.®
Verv soon the kickers were silenced and their friends at
home satisfied. A great majority of the men never murmdred at
conditions, no matter how severe. They expected toil, hardships,
and even suffering, and were ready to bear them at all times. Soxe
> BEHEEK ERIEAX XHOSROEEK X TRV XKIEX XIEKH XXX XDIERPEIOR I X6 CXTDERK XHDET
NEXEXRXRXARXARXWRRX X BREARKA X BHARBXRANX KRR XX NXNX LAY X XNUX TLBRTERABES

SHLRR IR BEXMABRINLLBNF XERAXANX XXX RENXRAXBXRXRNP AR X XK R KokRek x SR -




A fine superb body of men physically, the First Minnesota

always looked well, Even when it wore red shirts and black pants,

It oeemed more fit for the service than the fancifully dressed

regiments-- the Zowaves, garbed to resemble Turcoe, Arabs, ot French

troops.




THE UPPER POTOMAC AWD CAMP BTONWE,

Soon after the battle of Bull Run, the
vanced their outposts from Centerville and Fairfax Court
Munson's Hill, in the Virginia environs of Washington, and almost to
the banks of the Potomac. This movemsnt was of no real military
value to their cause, but it ge them the prestige,(of which they
were verv vain) of flaunting their new flag of the stars and bars
o)
within view of Erusidena’Lincoln, the U.B8.Congress, and the people
living in the National Capitasl.
In & little time, however, Gen. Johnston set his men atl &
work more practical then flaunting a flag before the
capital. He caused them to eract several batter.es on the Virginia
side of the Potomac, with the view of obstructing the navigation of
1is work was quite successful. Barly in October the
by which a large part of the supplies for the
around Washington was brought forward from the North,
closed. This actual "blockade of the nation's
Confederates produced a decp feeling of humiliation

North and bitter complaints against the military

and their policy.

after the battls of Bull Run @en. George B,

McClellan was telegraphed to come immediately from West Virginia and

command of the discomfitéd and disorganized army at Washington
he obeyed. :ﬁen{>ﬁcbowell vacated the. command very

gracefully and without anysort of i1l feeling. He

of his job.
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Egg;)thlellan at once bagan to organize his army and to

plan his future movements He was determined not to fight another
battls until he was good ard ready. When there was & clamor
Confederate blockade of the Potomac be removed, by an assault on the
rebel batteries from the Maryland side, or by a movement by the right
bank of the Potomac, he refusad to allow the movement, for the
reason that it would ing on a general engagement, for which he was
not
After Bull Ru he Confederates sent detachments to
positions on the ¥ side of the upper Potomac, so that
izht |[facilitate the crossing of their own forces into Maryland
the rear of Washington City, or prevent the Union troops
the Potomac to the Virginia side and turning the Con-
To meet this movement Gen. McClellan sent
Maryland sid Gen. N. G. Bvans, the alert and

-~

plucky Confeds commander at the Stone bridge, and who opened the

ball at Sull Run, had been sent to Leesburg, the county seat of
Loudoun county,Va., 35 miles northwest of Washington, and five miles
paek from the Potomac, to keep watch and ward over that pa of the
river. To confront him and counteract his operations, Gen. MecClellan
gant up a force on the Maryland side, opposite lLeesburg.

Th i . Minnesota was one of the regiments sent up the
river. August 2 the Regiment broke camp ana marched for the upper
Potomac. Tour or five miles out thev halted at Brightwood, & suburb,
prac+icallt)of Washington. Here the following day came a paymaster
and gave the men three months' 2y in gold and Treasury notes. The
privates received pay then at §11 a month; soon after 'the rate was

raised to $13 & month. When the men received their pay and heard the

gold and silver jingling in their pockets, Lochren Says,"discontent




vanished at once."
The march wss then resumed and on the evening of August S

Rockville, the countyr seat of Montg

&

omaery gounty, was reached. At
time Rockville was,"a pleasant village, but with a rather dis~

loyal population." Maxxiamdaxsx&xkxxx The truth was Bull Run made

many Marylanders and other Border 8tate men disloyal. On the evening

07 the 7th. 8ensca Mills, -on

't bagan itg picket dut

Mills was abandoned and

established in a slightly sloping field, about mid
; :

he
ville?awd Wdwvards Ferry wver the Potomac, and about a mile and

half from each of these points. Pocolesville was a little villags,
five miles back or east of the Potomac. ' Bdwards Ferry was at or
the mouth of Goosc ek, and 30 miles northeast of Washington.
camp became permanent 3Joocale for the Regiment for more than
months, or until the latter part of February,1862. In honor of the
brigade commander, Gen. Charles P. Stone, the camp was called Camp
Stone.

Stone haa long be an in the Regular army.
He was very prominent, active and useful i he operations to prevent
Washington City from falling into the hands of the secessionists
in the winter and early spring of 1861, and commanded a brigade in
Patterson's army. August 4 he wus given & brigade in the "Division®
of the Potomac, as it was then called. This brigade waus composed of
the First Minnesota, the Fifteenth Massachusetts, the SBecond Regi~

State Militia, (Bighty~-Second Volunteers) and the Thirty=

Fourth mmsxiertyyrfrecndifoommoxxk Regiment: of New York Volunteers.

Upon the organization of the Army of the Potomac, Oct,15,1861,
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Cen. Stone was given a division, composed of, jHis 0ld brigade, now

been added Ki “I"}‘:,i tg Battery;
dndert's Brigade, fichigan and €@¥ Massachuselie regimentis,
ughan's Battery,B, First Rhode Island Artillery, and Baker's
de of Pennsylvania Vﬁ}rrt2ars,(cﬂiaf1y) including the
st Pennsvlvania command, c¢<lled the California Regiment,
Bunting'e S8ixth N. Y. Battery.

g x LR FHRAER X TR BR TR X OREXRRR R DA X FBX RXXRIOA RR XX R AKERBRE
XNAXFERRKXRRX ¥R ixkkﬁxﬁ&kakacx)c”‘xmxﬁthxﬁﬁxi?t&Xxxril’ﬂX‘i&il«*ix*m“mxamﬁmk‘
XEFXEXEXNIXXK KRN X XX CXRERXERRRLEL KX x x x Rimx Koonkk kx s xR xk kR XRAXXXRK,

KHK XA XXX KREEXRKXRRAR K XHERKXKEK X ERXCER AR L XRXR K XXX TR XTI R XXXEKK
EREXRXEIE X RAXXRX XK XX LHARRZRX X BRL & R AKX XRRXXRRXXXKAX AR LR XX RKARKKK
&zxx""xmxxxﬁﬁxxnxxxﬁxixkkixxtxRxxxx&xixxikixkkﬂxxnxxﬁxxm- Kirby's
0ld Ricketts' B;ﬁter?(I,?Lrst U.8.) re-organized
Edmiind Kirby, who.at Bull Run, brought away
56 horses, all of the battery that was saved,
facé was covered and streaming with blood
rounds. (See How&rdﬁ report,Vol.2,War Recs.,p.4la.) A number
he infantry regiments of this br?guaa were transe
this battery.
ile at Sensca Mills, John Thorp, of Company
vinona company, wrote to his father, who lived at-Rolling=
stone, as follows:

#1 wish we could ay hel for two or tunree wnaxs, as this
is a beautiful country, and there is nty of good spring water,
which we prize more than anything elss Ths hzalth of the camp is &
great deal better than it was whan we in Virginia. 8ome of our
men are pretty well ussd up by expns*rn and futi“UQ but I have

stood it First-rufs so far, ani so have all the Rol 11ngst0ne Joys.
(Bloomer's Scrap Book.) : ' v AT,

)114’/ 'd

}
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of a 8t.Paul company wrote to the

Vi

| wa become familiar with the scenery and asso-
Falls before we wer:z again ordered to move.
'ing, the Hastings, and the Wabashaw companies
' Ferry, and two dsys later the remaining com=
1 Qur march this time led by Seneca Mills uj
thence through a fine, wooded country, ,bordered on
fields of corrnys rich orchards, “emd Slsgant
andscape. In some pluces, where orchards lined
rrow road, the branches, drooping under the heavy

hzg, forred natural arches of foliage &and

. &3y

noon w2 passed through Poolesville, a 1itt
150 inhabitants. Here Ricketts' Battery w
late battle.***Dr. Murphy, from 8t. Anth
and with gealous devotion attends to the suffer-
disabled. Dr. Hand ac¢ts as assistant .Ea!..:.:‘r;e(Jrl.‘-'!L
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DELIGHTFUL DAYS

2. 4

$ & . 3 1 4
ticular bright

Minnesota.

2 o

iful as any i 11 bonnis

1 : T . " T
iladles were attractive,

f countrye. More
again; a sutler arrived
suppliss; the ne ouilt good cook=

drawing rations of flour instead of

at a neighborin; greatly ime

Fegimant became mor
ychren. )
kind
daily drills of course--w
the pi L duty down along the
enough

spice an ish The Con=

yrming similar duty along

4 2 iy e 5 = i ¥ B
tians distance up and down the

river i of Bdw: 3 &) - @ in
river on either sidi wWal bam Stebbin

, &lthougt

etil] i ey
gtill wound, was back on duty,

Daily Winona Republican.

&

wrote:




wtioned about two miles from the Potomac
om Washington, and form a line of guards
o0 Washington.

8 guard duty first rate; :

1 )

8 something
ec compdies for pickat guard at a
is to go on duty put their knap=-
rations in their haversacks,and march
arters for the guards. Then
8ix or seven in & place,

20 or

rods wic and the eneny
are tress and brush on
; 3 Cl}{t of onea another,
have a little skirmish almost
been nons of our regiment killed
have been severa : W @B8Capa8.

®rx and sometimes we can
)f our boys wers working in the
on the other side and asked
i it th had them
T 1ad; the
of our boys
wasg an insult,
bughes

have a swing put up among
sit and swing for a lon
18 would tal

order
commence in disobadi
it will be seen that the mode arfare practiced
contending forces in the neighborhood of Zdwards Ferry was
comfortable and exemplary ons, and entirely appropriate to
between fellow=citizens of thé United

But, howevear commend it was in that respect, it wasnot practical

in results and did not hasten the close of hostilitiecs. Rougher

work had tobe done, and it was done.
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August, there wus a skirmisn'at Conrad's
Ferry, five or six miles above Edvards Ferry, and thereafter the
situation was longe - quiet along the Potomac." The
Tammany regiment was stationed on the Maryland side
detachment m Leesburg was iationed back from the river

T

Virginia The Confe rates were , much in evidence at

Conrad's L : their bdbrothe: at Sdwards,; and on the 23d,
¥
Lé o Tammany officers

gsecemed that t

abandonad housa

was a batlfery, MmExxkwyxkmyx Capt.

Richmond Howitzers, six 1l2~pounder Napoléons. The captain of the

hzadquarters called the Daly house,
fround evddences
lrr cards,
invitations to returr
The next g the Richmond Howitgers moved down to the
river and cannonadsd the position of the Tamman- Fegiment for an hour
or more.(Stebbins.) The regiment at the ime we armed with ”naf
were known as Harps § Ferry muskets, ald smooth-bore guns, altered
from flint-locks to percussion at the Harper's Ferry Arsenal,
and which had doubtless seen service in the Mexican War and elsewhers.
11 Run. Now thevy had

were not effective against artillery

they could not be depended upon
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sSoon
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ball more than 400 or 500 yards. After a

only wasting ammuniti.on,

18 4

wers
Tammany ma;
the cannonading,

Bdwards

: seven

Gusy Holzborn, of the Wir
The Lieutenant marched

The

down and resumed

Minnesotians retur:
carried well into th
mar

T 1 .
Holgborn

men

The

up

At the latter post,

from

truce with the Nineteenth Virginia, on

[eY

vOou

alone," and the obscrved for

rersations, iendly ; were
even

cammand , fo
ourtesy,

He gave numerou

women=~-but chiefly

cime §
Confederates

O} (13(1.
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finding

went back

(Ibid.)

the cannonading

the

ana down

innesotians

the opposite

alone if you'll

manyv dayvse.

held between

officers.

women--to Cross
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the river each way. It was claimed th t his good nature was imposed
upon, and that many a pretty woman who was allowed to pass upon
some plausible sxcuse, sweetly and irresistibly alleged, was really
a Confederate emissary or spy.

The Confederates were stricter. Stebbins savs that on
one occasion, about the first of Se nher, & wom&n with
girl came to the rv with a pass from Gen.\ Stone and

over inte Virginis A man was

the mont}

Maryland. Co mmonly t] ki are ar, the temperatur
apples and peaches abound, and sweet potatoes are read:
digging. At time 8Btebbins wrote:"The condition of

saems to be in many respect retter than it ever was before.

peddlers come in‘o/.:ag ary v, bringing in for sule vegetables

putter, pies, cal fami e ad te I have

445 Y

aeight pounds

until

were many shiftings and changes

officers and men of the Ragiment. A squad was transferred

gunboat service, and & few sent to the . Signal
latter Asa T. Abbott, of the 8t. Anthony

in the regular army.

Col.) Gorman wus '@ppointed & brigadier general

of volunteers, and duly assigned to the command of a brigade in

” 29 pon s 2 g . — . . 3 ;
Gen. )Stone's Division. The brigade had been commanded bv!Gen




Stone, who was now promoted to Division commander. It
been said, composed of t e First Minnesota, the Thirty-Fourth,
thaxEortyefrosndfomiicyd and the Eighty-Second NWew York, the
Fifteenth Massachusetts, and Kirby's (formerly Ricketts') Battery &
To succeed Gen. Gorman, as Colonel of the Pirst Minnesota,
to appoint Napoleor
ated QCi.? and ho
was thenvpracticallv a
1822; gradudted from ¥West

nearly

was contemplated
ana should succeed him
the Regiment but four mont

>

2, 1862, [e was waunded

made a full major general of velunteers

model officer. Always calm,
enforeced the trictest
causing aj fri ‘ or complain
faction. ' meg ily drills, with packed knapsacks

i - = - . o & 5 e SY o £ g - 4 4. -
drillin; me:( he Rkegiln ¢ par: L An the execution of &all ttalion

AEBERFERE AL RX RS ENEL R EA BT ARAXRTTNL RS T XSRS B XLALXE REXNERLXXHXXENA
BAXXELAIXRREXIBEXRAX X RABELATFHRITBLRRES .




evolutions, and, Lochren says,"developed the muscle." He adds:

"The men became devoted to him."* @en. Dana died in 1905.

Capt) Alex

K] y

COmm l's“. on T".‘i ?"“"‘L‘j or 01

ccesded in

80T ¢ acame

William

H.
A Acker of Compan

]
-

“ra 3 -3
v l?in')a‘~PO,L1«

inneapolis

4 i
tenant

*Lochren wrote so imiringly Dana in 1889. When Ds
Lochren 6 sergeant. in the 8 Anthony company.

wag U. S. Commissioner of Pen ) and Gen. Dana was &
under him. Both wer¢ Mo« and President MeKinley
them in 189




Capt.) Henry C. Lester, of the Winona company, was pro-
moted to the colonelev of the Third finnesota, and Lieut. Gustavus
A. Holzborn succesded to the captaincy of Co Pany K. While in the

First Regiment Col. Lester made a good record. Lochren says: "He
wag efficient and very highly regarded.” His conduct as captain of
Company K in the battle of Full Run was extolled and he was heartily
recommended for promotion to the colonzlev of the Third. But
at durfreesboro,
encounter the

unced by many

v

The
outnimbered Co] eater Forre had captured the Third's

comrade regiment, the Winth Michigan; the colonel and other officers

of that regiment, a; en. Crittenden, tht . ¢ [ the post,

zimental line officers & unseled
Cal, ] L0 surrenderj yet when he did s0o he was dismissed from
the service, went into obscurity, and Minnesota never forgave him.
Lochren notes,and many will remember, that up to this time,
and even later, vacancies in company commissionad officers in
volunteer r;miments were filled by elections held by the enlisted
companies interested The result was often not for the
the practice wus discontinued. The
named the enlisted men for promotion to the

£ -

first year promotions wsere made strictly by




seniority. The officers of the First Minnesota, with scarcely

an exception jusiified their selection.
Shortly after the battle of Bull Run, when Surgeon
ewart and{As y LeBoutillier rem&ained with our wounded
and beca
from wounds rec ed i i his pla J. Hand, of 8t.Paul,
was commiseionzd assistant surgeon and immediately came on an

eminent medical man

doleful tales

then blistersd starved or physicked

+tad

A LU

natr:

£~ 7
il

3

vellow, and green

AP A - Qe
pitunmn 110‘\ ms Gaz ing




vari-colored woodlands, one could see the line of the Blue Ridge,
éf -
lving like a low storm cloud on t:e#horiZOn, and imagine that

just bevond that line Land of Beulah.

t about the 20th of Oc¢tober a sterm cloud spoiled the




THE BUNGLED BATTLE OF BALL'S FLUFT.

Gen: McClellan finally ddcided to clear the west shore
of the Potomac of the Confederate forces that were giving so much
annovance. (Gen.)George A, McCall's Division of Pennsylvanians was
gent up the river on the Virginia side. (0Oct.)19 it advanced nearly

A . - 2 - 3
to Dranesville, a smell village on the northwest border of Fairfax

county, 20 miles northwest of Washington, and ten miles southeast

of Leesburg, the county seat of Loudoun county.
Gen. )McCall's movement was ordered for the purpose of

i |

ring reconnatissances -" &1l directions to be made the next
he 20th, preparatory to driving away the Confederates from the
Potomac. (McClellan's Own Story.) The reconnailssances were success-
de 6233 McClellan believed thut these deminstra=
enemy to evacuate Leesburg, and directed
whose headquarters were then at Poolesville, to "keep
a good lookout upon Leesburg," and suggested a "slight demonstration"
8 likely to p force the evacuation.(Ibid) (Gen. Stone admitted
eClellan did not positively order him to cross the
on the 20th\Gen. Stone ordered Gen. Gorman to
brigade, with : exception of the Forty=-Becond New York
'ifteenth Massachusetts, to Edwards Ferry and mgke & "display of
force, " Wb XX IR XK K XX XTI 0% o K X X KX O XCKOCIXNK KRR -
XX XXX KAXXTKLXX XXRME X KRR XHRRBRKKEx The Fifteenth Massachusetts,
under (Col, Chas. Devens, was sent to Harrison's Island, in the
Potomac, near Conrad's Ferry, four miles awvove Edwards, and about
the same distance dve east from the Confederates at Leesburge. £
&
Gen. Gorman marched the First Minnesota and the Eighty= /(

Second Wew York down to the Ferry on the afternoon of the 20th, and
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"displayed" these regiments in all their imposing gtrength. Kirby's
Battery shelled the Vitginia woods for a time without response.
Then the St. Anthony and Winona companies were sent across the river
drove back the enemy's pickete and reserves, a company of Missis-
eiplans, and a detachment of Jenifer's Cavalry, and after scouting
about on the Virginia side for some time, they recrossed to the
Maryland side, and then both regiments returned to thelr camps.

Col. Devens went to Harrison's Island, sent to the Vir-
ginia side a rather small gcouting party at dark, and directed it
to push out to Leesburg and discover the position of the enemy.
The party went out and Capt. Philbrick said the position was a small
camp of tents, easy to approach and as easy to surround, and this
camp, he said, was only a mile from Leesburg.

The next morning, October 21, at the "unholy hour" of
1:30 in the morning, raw and chilly and dark as pitch, the First
Minnesota wae routed out of their tents, took a hasty and illy-
relished breakfast, and then, accompanied by the Eighty-Second New
York and with knapsacks and all other equipments, marched down to
Edwards Ferry again. The two regiments reached the Ferry at day=-
break and immediately began to cross the Potomac in flat-boats,
previously provided, two companies at a time., In a little while
the regiment was in line, two companies sent out as ekirmishers,
covering the advance on the Le;sburg road of Maj. Mix's detachment
of 35 men of the Third New York Cavalry, that went up the road two
miles but were fimally driven summarily back by detachments of the
Thirteenth Mississippil and Jenifer's Cavalry, At 11 o'clock the
Thirty-Fourth New York came over from Seneca Mills. The Zeventh

i

Michigan of Lander's brigade; also came;tﬁe muskets of this regiment}

were worthless, and it was made to dig rifle pits, and Gorman's
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command, 2,350 stromg, remained here all day and the ensuing night.
The Fifteenth Massachusetts and the Forty-Second New York did
the Fighting for the brigade elsewhere.

Meanwhile what had been going on up river and near

Gen, Evanfsicamp at Leesburg? On this morning of the 31lst|Col.)

Deven¥s, with five companies of the Fifteenth Massachusetts, crossed
from Harrison's Island to the Virginia shore to capture the camp
discovered by Gaptf Philbrick and his scouts the previous evening.
It was 4 o'clock in the morning when all his men had landed. He
marched them down the river 680 rods and then up the steep bluff
called,inrthe vicinity Ball's Bluff, from the name of the owner

of the land on its crest. In places this bluff was a hundred feet
high and its face was precipitous.

Col.\Devens halted on top of the bluff at an open field
and was joined by 100 men from the Twentieth Massachusetts, of
Lander's brigade, under Col. Lee. At daylight the force pushed
forward toward the supposed " line of tents", which were discovered
to be mere triamgular openings in the trees, which, against a
whitish eky, somewhat resembled tents? There was no Confederate camp
nearer than Leesburg.

Thinking he was securely hidden in the thick woods, and
that the enemy was unaware of his presence, Col. Devens so notified
Gen. Stone,adding that he could certainly hold his position until
re-enforcements were sent to him, and intimating that, if this were
done properly, much good might be accomplished, even to the driving
away of the Confederates at Leesburg. (Deven!ﬁpreport.) Gen. )
Stone thereupon determined to throw a strong re—enforcamenfﬂacrosa

the river and make a formidable attack on the enemy.
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ol As has been stated the Confederate force at Leesburg
coneisted of Gen, N, G. Evanfs brigade of Beauregard's Army of the
Potomacy, 1In his report{Cen.)Evans says his force numbered 1,708,
" in the aggregate.” Gen., Evans was alert and on his guard; His
scoute watched and repnrted every movement made by both Devens and
Gorman. Early on the morning of the 2lsat, Col) Devens pushed Capf;
Philbrick's company to the front and it encountered Caﬁt}‘Duff'é
company, of the Seventeenth Misslesippi, and,as a result of the skir-
mish, Phllbrick had to fall back.

lGen. Evane, saw’that the principal attack would be made upon
him via Haffieon's Island and Ball's Bluff, and that the movement
at Edwards Ferry was only diversiomary. He sent Col, Wm, Barksdale's
Thirteenth Mississippl and 25 of the Virginia Cavalry down to Edwards
Ferry to confront Gorman)and held thé Eighth Virginia, the Seventecnh
and Eighteenth Missiseiﬁ?i,and the rest of Jenifer's cavalry to resis
the force coming from Ball's Bluff. The Richmond Howitzers wers re-
tained in Leesburg.

At 11 o'clock Col. Devens was joined by the remaining
companies of his regiment which had been left behind and he now had’
853 officers and men in line (Devenﬂhireport.) He was also inférmed
that Baker's brizade, under Col. E. D. Baker, then U. 8. Senator
from California, would soon be up and re-enforce him and then Baker
would assume command. (Ibid.)

The contest was inaugerated by sending in Cbl. Devens with
a 8ingle regiment; then Col. Lee, with 300 men of the Twentieth Mass-
achusesgts, went in. Gen. Evans ran out from Leesburg with the Seven-
teenth and Eighteenth Mississippi and at 12:30 attacked the two Maas-

achusetts commands, and after nearly two hours of brisk fighting
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pushed them well back toward the river. Then came Col. Baker, at
2:15 with another regiment, the Seventy-First Pennsylvania, commonly
known as the .California regiment; it had 68° men, and accompanying
it were three pieces of artillery of the First Rhode Island, two
little 6-pound mountain howitzers, and a 10-pound rifled Parrott.
Later came five companies of the Tammany regiment.

Col. Baker was & brave, patriot;c man, but he was a
greater statesman than a soldier, He had commanded an Illinois
regiment in the Mexican War. On this occasion he allowed affairse
at the place where the re-enforcements landed to fall into inextri-
cable confusicn, so that a boat load of wounded Union soldiers was
dumped into the Potomac and mearly all the poor fellows wers drowned.
By this mishap, only five companiee of the Tammany regiment could be
sent acrosa into the fight. He formed hie battle position, so that
the Confederates could fire upon it in safety from their concealment
in the woods and on a hill, and the result was disastrous. (War Recs.
Vol.5,pp.293 to 338.)

At about 2:30(Gen.)Evans, with |Col.) Burt's Eighteenth
Mississippi,‘Eéi} Hunton's Eighth Virginla, and 50 of Jendifer's
cavalry, re-enforced the Seventeenth Misseissippl and renewed the
attack on the Union troops, now commanded by Gpl. Baker. TheCon=-
federatee numbered in all, some 1,300 men, with no artillery. The
Union troope numbered at least, 1,300, viz: Fifteenth Massachusetts,
800; Twentieth Massachutetts, 340; Forty-Second New York, 326;
artillery, three pleces and 50 men. The fighting was stubtorn, but
the Union troops were gradually pushed back to the river.

At 5 P.M, Col. Baker was killed by four shots from a
revolver in the hande of a Virginia cavalrymen, who in turn was

killed. (War Recs., Vol.5,p.328.) BSoon after Col. Milton Cogewell,
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Forty-Second New York, (Tammany) assumed command of the forcee by
virtue of his seniority of rank, and the battle went on, But the
Confedsratee%%eeaulted impetuously, and in a few minutes Col. Cogg-
well waes wounded and taken prisoner and the Union forces retreated
in disorder down Ball's Bluff towarde the river. (Cogswell's
report.)

It was now dusk and an appalling scene ensued. Thepygion
troops ran down the steep blaff pursued by the Southerners, éﬂétmade
prisoners of many\ The Union troope threw their arms and accéutre-
ments into the Potomac rather than the Southernere should have then.

The means of transportation acrose the river had been
-very 1nadequate; there was left but one rather emall flat-boat
to be used as a ferryboat and it was soon swamped by the throng
of fugltives seeking to get over to Maryland and safety. The life
boat drifted  away down stream, and two skiffs, which completed the
total of Union water craft, were loest. Many tried to swim the river
and a few succeeded. Many were shot while in the water; many
drowned; many more surrendered., Perhaps not half of those that left
the Maryland side that day returned. (Swinton.)

Early in the morning, when ordering| Col Baker to Harrisonb
Island, gen; 8tone directed him to assume command on his arrival and
that "in case of heavy firing" he was to use hie discretion about
putting in the California regiment, or retiring Devenﬁg and Lée's
Massachugette regiments, But at near 12 o'elock he dispatched Baker
that the enemy in Leesburg numbered but 4,000, and "if you can push
them, you may do sof

Col) Baker was not killed till 5 o'clock in the eWening, and

cn hie person were found orders from|Gens Stone to push the enemy
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if he could so that Gorman|come in on their flank.

Gorman's brigade at Edwards Ferry would gladly have gone

to the asesistance of their comrade regiment, the Tammany, the Fif+
teegth Massachusetts, and the "Californiane." Gen. Gorman was ready
an&wéager to be ordered in, but no order came,

But the First Minnesota was destined to exchange shots
with the enemy and smell his powder before the affair at Eall's

Bluff was entirely over,
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had come up in the night and assumed command over (Gen. Stone. Hear
ﬁy, Just across the river, he had his division of 10,000 men,
only Gen.) Abercrombie's brigade crossed to the Virginia side. Gen.
Banks put Gen. Gorman in command of the position at Edwards Ferry
the ferriage over to the Virginia side. By 10
uesday, the 22d, Gen. Gorman had crossed 4,500 men,

o

Van Alen's cavalry and two 12-pound howitzers of Kirby's

Eaﬁtera« formerly Ricketts}:

Col.)Barksdale, watching Bdwards Perry, discovered that
the big forcé had been crossed, and Geﬁ; Evans ordered him to move
down with his Thirteenth Mississippi and reconneiter. Barksdale
promptly moved &t about 3:30 that afternoon]and sent forward
Randell's and Eckford's companies as skirmishers. These soon ran
gainst the Union picket lines and began skirmishing. Col. Barks¥
dale moved up the remainder of his regiment and the engagement
became general. It did not last very long. . The Union forces wers Imx
largely in the majority and had artillery. The Cenfederatss had
only muskets, and but one regiment. They went forward a considerable
distance, notwithstanding the heavy fire poured upon them, but
Col.)Barksdale finally withdrew them from the field. TNIETOXXTINGE
R XD X X KK K 00 3 K AR IRACH X XM XK benOeK, < Tk BBV OUDE
MO X X X 0hkK anaxbadbbox xone ek X XSl
he First Minnesota bore the brunt of the fight at

BEdwards Ferry. It was on the firing line and the men behaved

8plendidly. The Regiment had the only private soldiers hit by

L]
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Confederate bullets in the engagement. Lewis F, Mitchell, of
Company I, the Wabashaw company, was killed and another man of the
same company was severely wounded. Gen. Lander, of the

14
Second brigade, was wounded while on the ekirmish line. / Total Union

loss, 1 killed, 2 wounded.

In the evening of the thd GCeny McClellan came to Edwards
Ferry, and looked over the situation. He did not consider the Union
poelition on the Virginia side of the Ferry "tenable." It was oc-
chipied now by 6,500 Union troops, with two good plecee of cannon in
line, and four full batteriees across the river with a range of at
least a mile into Virginia, and supporting these batterlies were prac-
tically 5,000 more infantry.

Lochren's account of the re-crossing of Gorman's Command
is as follows: ndad

#hs soon as it was dark (Cen. Gorman \launched several canal
boats into the river and manned them with lumbermen, mainly from ¢
Stillwater, Minneapolis, and,St. Anthony companies, who, with poles,
handled the boate expertlys~ & Gen. Stone atteapPed personally to
the withdrawal of the troops and the writer (Lochreng who wae de=
talled to act as his messenger or orderly, and carried verbal mee-
gages from him and made reporte to him personally during the entire
night, can vouch for his constant, watchful, personal supervision
of every movement, and hié solicitude and care that no munitions,
provisions, or material of any kind should be destroyed or abandoned;
and also the writer can testify to the great ekill exhibited in con-
ducting the withdrawal as rapidly as the boate could carry the men,
but without chance for dlsorder or panic

#The First Minnesota, reddced by the detail handling the
boats, was selected and placed in position to become the rear guard,.
All the other troops were new and such withdrawal in the night, after
knowledge of Baker's disaster, might easlly have been mismanaged eo
as to cause trepidation and disorder. But the movement was effected

\: )('l

“**In his report Gen. Gorman says that there were added to the
Minnesota detail 100 men from Col. Kenly's First Maryland, 100 from
the Thirty-Fourth New York, and 150 from the Seventh Michigan
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in perfect quiet and order. The troops nearest the river were first
crossed; then others apprised of the retreat only as they re-
celved orders to move to the boate at once and in silence. There
wes no crowding and no delays. When nearly all had crossed, the
picket was withdrawn, the writer traversing i1ts length in the
darkness and timber and communicating the order to each reserve.

As the picket fell bvack, the First Minnesota alone was left, and it
was also called in and croesed as light began to dawn 1n the east,
Gen. Stone being the last_man to embark, Not a man or a pound of
material was left behind.® 1 Vondrary B,

s 15
Private M. F. TayloB, one of the Commission b:;;;rirg

this publicaticn) had a personal experience tha$ showa that Gen/
Stone was not the last man to cross. He says:

®I was on detail and worked on the canal boats during the
night when the $roops crossed. As the last canal boat was loaded,
I was ordered to go back among the different firees that were burning
to see if I could find anyone who had not been called. I found none,
On returning to the river bank, there were two members of the #Frirstl
juet recrossing who took me in’ their boat, but hearing a call, I
recognized Thos. Galvin of Hg (Co.j running down the bank of Goose
Creek, followed by two or three rebel cavalrymen, but they abandoned
the Purauit and Galvin was brought back safely. The detail from
our regiment that had been 1eft§ removed the reations that had been
left, and remained until the work was completed, and I am positive
Gen. Stone was not there.®




After recrossing fdwards Ferry to the Maryland side, tne
troops gencrally went to thz2ir former camps. The First Minnesota
returned to Camp Stone and resumed its picket service and ccnstant

dailv drilling. It was said that the drill was more necagsary
han anything else. Every man in
the manual of arms, the facings, stc., a8 w2ll as
expert drill master, and th2 officers were proficient in tne
"school of the company" and the "school of the battalion,” and
there was rzally no need of further practice in this direction.
But-camp-lifE ig apt-to be @ lazy life, aoxdrioms st Xdomagam kit
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Th2 m2n were idle a part of the tims, notwithstanding
tha drills and the picket duty, and the Enemy of Souls "finds
some mischief still for idle hands to do." Lochren rscords

a grzat deal of illicit and illegal liquor selling, or

+

-legging," at CampsStone. Gen. German took stringent mesasures

4

2 A uppress this evil. Col. Dana s2ized and dsstroyed some bottles

&;-
of "schnapps," stomach bitters, and brandied cherries which the
gutler of the First Minnesota was vending. Gen. Gorman had the

|
sufler of the Thirty=Fourth Eaﬁr%ork drummed out of camp for

liquor s=21ling.

Lochren relutes ‘¢hat,in endesavoring to.put down boot-

legzing in his ‘brigade, Gen. Gorman

§§ﬁ§¥m§&§¥§§mﬁgm&§£d§i§i§Ema. * Two negro men, slaves of a pluntar
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living not far from Camp Sténe, were noted boot-leggers., Patron-
ized liberally by certain of the soldiers who were their custom=-
ers, they plied their reprehensible traffic most industriously,
At last they were"caught in the act" and arrested. Gen Gorman
sent for their master, and asked his advice as to what ought to
be done with t'e eculprits,

The ma=ter said he did not like to meddle with military
matters, even though his own slaves were concerned, but he thought
the best thing to do with the "black rascale"™ was to have them
soundly whiéped by the soldiers who had been their last customers.
Gen. Gorman adopted the suggestidon, and the soldiers gave the
negroee a moderate "switching." The soldiers probably suffered as
much from the mortification at having to inflict the punishment as the
negroes did from having to suffer 1it.

The months of November and December, 1861, and January,
and the greater part of February, 1862, were spent very pleasant-
ly by the First Minnesota at Camp Stone. The men had constructed
comfortable quarters) they were given plenty to eat and to wear;
they were paid off! the mail was regular$ sanitary conditions
were emcellent. TFebruary 6 Medical Director Priplett reported
that of the ©60 men upon ite rolls the First Minnesota had but

» and only a few of this number were seriously so. These
conditions were maintsined throughout, and to the men of the First
Minnesota soldiering want very well then.

Januegry 18, 1862,( Gen Stone having been removed, Gen.,
John Sedgwick assumed command ;f the Divieion to which, the First
Minne®ote belonged. February 3, Gol\ Dana wae appointed a brig-

adler general and assigned to a brircade in Sedgwick's Division.
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Adjt.) Wm. BJ/Leach was promoted to the rank of Captaln and

104

aaeighed to duty as assistant adjutant general of GenePals Dana's
brigade. February 1, Dr, Wm. H. Morton, of St. Paul, was commie=-

gicned surgeon of the First Minnesota.
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THE VIRGINIA VALLEY CAMPAIGN,

By the middle of December, 18681, the Union troops had
the Potomac river reasdnably safe for navigation from its mouth
to Washington, and this was of great advantage. They now sought
to re-open the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, a great commercial
artery connecting Washington and Pittsburg, and making it possible
for eupplies to be sent to the national capital directly from the
West and Middle West, without going the round-about route by way
of Baltimore.

The Confederates had broken thies great iron thoroughfare
in many places, at Harper's Ferry and elsewhere, and were determin-
ed that it should be kept broken. The Divisions of Cen Stonewall
Jackson and (Gen.)W. W. Loring had been sent up into what was
called the Valley of Virginia, meaning the district of country

through which flowed the Shenandozh and the Potomac, and especially

the district between these streams, whicﬁyunite at Harper's rerry.

After the battle of Rull Run the suddenly famous Stonewall
Jackson was rmade a major general. He remained with hie brigade
in the vicinity of Centerville until October 4, when he was de-
tached from it and sent to command the Confederate forcee in the
Valley of Virginia,and with them to keep out the Unicn troops, and
make war on the Baltimore & Ohio. He made his headquarters at Wine
cljester. In the early part of December he was joined by his old
brigade and by Gen. Loring with his division.

About the 20th of February, Gen. McClellan decmed it
necessary to take additional measures to secure.the re-opening
of the Baltimore & Ohic, which waa not yet in complete opesation,

Stonewall Jackson having burned some important bridce in the
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Harper's Ferry region. The Ceneral ‘thought it might be necessary
to fight a battle to secure the reconstruction of the road.
(McClellan's report, Vol.5 War Recs., p.48.)

Gen. Jackson and|Gen |Loring, with their divieions, were
now at Winchester and they had made all the trouble. They must

be driven out of the Valley of Virginia or destroyed. Then Win-

chester ard Stra?sburg must be held by the Unicn forces to protect

the B. & 0. on the South. Gen. Banké's and Gen. Sedgwiek's
inisiona were ordered to Harper's Ferry and from thence to go up
fhe Valley and drive away the Confederates. The First Minnesota
belonged to Sedgwick's Division.

On the morning of February 25, 1882, the Regiment left
Camp Stone for what was called the Valley Campaign. With the
whole division it marched up the Potomac and went into a cold,
snowy, frozen camp or bivouac near the Monocacy river. What a

change to the comfortable quarters at Camp Stone the previous
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evening! The next day the Begfﬁent crogsed the Monocacy at

Winfield Mills and marched to Adamstown, & station on the B. & 0.
Here the division entrained and was taken by rail to Sandy Hook,
a. suburb of Harper's Ferrv. The First Minnesota crossed the
Potomac on a pontoon bridge. Ite quarters that night were in
some of the partially destroyed Govermnment buildings formerly
connected with the Harper's Ferry Arsenal.®* These were examined
with interest, especially those said to have been connected with
John Brown's raid, in October, 1859.

At the beginning of 1861 Harper's Ferrv had a population
of about 5,000, A considerable portion of the people were connect-
ed with the o0ld historid U.S./arsenal there. In June, 1861,
this important factory was nearly all destroyved by Gen. Joe
Johnston and his Confederates. They sent most of the arsenal
property further south, set fire to the buildings and the great
railroad bridge over the Potomac, and then set out for Winchester.
When the First Minnesota came, solid piers of blackened masonry
showed where had stood the magnificent bridgesgﬁihe calcined
and crumbling walls of the armory and arsenal buildings, and the
fire=stained ruins of other structures destroyed in the great
Confederate conflagration gave an air of utter desolation to the

deserted town. Oud a feW=0r" the=former=pepulatien,-and-thay-the

*Lochren says the men were quartered in the buildings in
which John Brown and his partisans "had attempted defense" at the

-

—S—thlade fomarig rajd. But only Brown and 6 or 7 of his raiders
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Harper's Ferry was a srikingly plcturesque place. 1Its slte
was a sort of triangle, of which the Potomac and the Shenandoah, which
here united thelr waters, formed the two parallel eides and an
elevated plateau in the rear made the third. Its weakness as a

military post was that it was exposed to enfilade and reverse

A\
fires from théﬁlofty ridge across the Potomag’fcalled Maryland

Height%ﬁand could easily be turned by an army crossing the river
above or below.ﬂ

Wheniéen.!ﬁedgwick's givision reached Harper's Ferry, 1t had
9,400 men and lﬂxfield guns, thiee batteries. Two brigades of
Pedgwick's and the whole of Bank@é?@ivision were thrown to the
sout%)or Virginiajslde of the Potoﬁac; one brigade of Sedgwick's
was left on the Maryland eide to guard the Potomac and the Baltimore
& Ohio from Grdta) Falle to the mouth of the Monocacy. A day or two
after ite arrival the Regiment was moved to higher ground and more
comfortable buildings.

About the lst of March, Gen. McClellan divided his forces

into army corps. Gen Banks was made commander of the pifth
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Army Corps and given charge of a-“fairs in the "Valley of Virginia."
Sedgwick's Division was in Banks’{ command.

Very soon, with a force of perhaps 18,000 men of all
arms, Gen. Banks moved up tne Shenandoah valley towards Winchester,
where Stonewall Jackson was stationed with about 4,000
men, including 300 cavalry and Chew's horse artillery, under
Turner Ashby, and the Rockbridge and Waters batteries. Win-
chester is the county seat of Frederick county, is 30 miles

southwest of Harper's ¥erry, and a few miles west of Opequan

Creek. As has been said the place was the key to the Valley
th

of Virginia. During the War the town was fought for again &and

again It was the initial point of one of the military routes to
Richmond, 135 miles away. A railroad connected it with Harper's
Ferry, and 75 miles south another railroad, in almost constant
operation, ran to Richmond, with Gordonsville, 1in Orange county,

the n=arest most important station to Winchester. ‘

Friday, March 7, the First Minnesota, as a portion of
Banks's army, marched from Harper's Ferry, nine miles, to Charles-
town, the county seaﬂjgf Jefferson gtunty, where John Brown was
tried and hung. Harper's Ferry is in Jefferson county, now in
West Virginia. At Charlestown the Regiment remained two days.

On Sunday, the 9th, many of the men attended religious services,
which were h=1ld in the Presbyterian church and conducted by
Chaplain Neill.

Monday, March 10, the Regiment had the advance of the
Division in the march to Berryville, the county seat of Clarke
covnty, and 12 miles southwest of Charlestown. The march was over
a fine macadamized road known as the valley "stone pike," but it
rained that day and conditions were not altogether pleasant. If the

turnpike had been a dirt road, the mud would have been knee deep.
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As it wae, the walking was gddd, although the stones of ﬂhe road
were a little rough on the men's thin and indifferent army shoes.
On nearing Berryville the Stillwater and Winona companieé,
3;’1nd K, were advanced as skirmishers. A section of artillery was
élao sent forward and fired a few ehotg; and tﬁen the Minneeotian%
preceded by a detachmant of cavalry, dashed into the town. A ;
company of Ashby's cavalry, in the place as a corpiof observation,
galloped away to carry the news to Jackson, at Winchester, that
the Yankees were at Berryville, 12 miles southwest of him.
Entering Berryville, the first thing the Union troops did was
to pull down from a liberty pole a small white flag marked "C.S.,"
and then to hoist the Stars and Stripes over the Clarke gounty
courthouse, thus bringing the county back into the Unite&.Statea,
as it werey! The flag holsted was the 0ld Glory of the First
Minnesota, one given by the ladies of the State., The entlre
Regiment was very proud of the distinction given its colors.

The Regiment had repres=ntatives of every vocation in

life, from statesmen and professional military men down to common

)
Cl)
1aborers;f¥rappers, and a man millinerp Of course there were printers

and good ones too. Some of these ascertained that there
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was a printing office in Berryville, from which was issued a
weekly newspaper called the Berryville Conservator. The editor
and proprietor, H. K. Gregg, had run away. The Minnesota printers
visited the office, “ound that one side of the paper for the week
had been printed, and went to work and set up the other side and
issued the paper the following morning. It was & foure-page shdet
of five columns to the page.

Two of the pages, the "secesh" side, constituted the
Berryville Conservator; the other two, the Union side, made up
"The First Minnesota." A large edition was issued and quickly sold.

The printers publishing the Union side were Bd A. Stevens,
Thos. H. Pressnell, 0. Nelson, Chas. S, Drake, Frank J. Nead,
Julian J. Kendall, and Henry W. Lindergreen, who styled themselves
"the Typographic Fraternity of the First Minnesota FRegiment."
Mrs.

As shown by the copy preserved by Sam Bloomer in her scrapbook,
A 7

¥

now in the Stillwater Public Library, the Union side 0€ the paper
was filled with an hvmerous melange of patriotism, satire, jibes,
Jokes, and censure.

The "gecesh" side was, and still is, interesting. Berry-

ville was a small town and there were but few local advertisements.

The bulk of the advertising patronage came from Winchester, only

ten mile= away. The people in both towns had come to be violent,
vindictive, and even venomous Confederates. C. B. Rouss, of
Winchester, appended to his advertisement the following offer,
then peculiar to the degenerate and unscrupulous element of the
Confederates:

#%e take this occasion to renew the offer of §20,000 for
the head of Lincoln, or $1,000 for either of his pet kangaroos
and satellites, Scott, Seward, Greeley, Butler & Company. Also,
to say that we are selling goode very cheap and expect a little
lot this week from the Abolition devils®

47\ The greater part of his advertisement was made up of the

t abuse of President Lincoln, as: "He has done more harm
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than any other man since the creation. He has, with a fiendish
malignity, unsurpassed by the savage or barbarian, brought a
calemity upon a heppy country and a mighty people, amounting to
universal destruction. Talk of Arnold or Judas; why, they were
white men compared to this scoundrel."

There were advertisements of rﬁnaway slaves. "A girl who
calls herself Marv Randolph," and who was "a Bright muletto,
about 18 y=zars old, tall and slender, hair quite straight, teeth
a little decayed in front, no mark save a mole near the right
eye," had run away emxbircx@diicdonuexed, teking with her a boy

of 15 years, "her brother, Frederick Randolph, also a bright

mulatto,! 4n““¢xx£xﬁxmxﬁhaxxﬁgélwith a low forehead, hair growing

closely around it; is not very intelligent, and stammers slightly."
A reward of $50 each was offered for their return if taken in

larke county, "or what the law allows" if taken outside.

7 Another slave, James Johnson, 20 years old five feet

and four inches high, "of copper color," had also run away

and the same reward as for the Randolphs was offered for his re=
turn. John G. Morris, of Winchester, wanted to purchase "any
number of negroesg, for which he will pay the highest market price
in cash that the market will justify." These ads were strange
and suggestive literature to the Minnesota boys.

March 13, the Regiment, with the Division:, set out for
Winchester, 10 miles west of Berryville. Stonewall Jackson was
reported to be gtill at Winchester ready for a fight, and the
First Regiment wanted to balance the account it had against him
for Bull Run. But Wwhen within two miles of Winchéster it was
learned that Jackson had retreated on the night of the 1llth &and

wasS now miles away, to the southward in Page county, and in
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almost inaccessible positione in the spurs and ranges of the
Blue Ridge Mountains. The forenoon of the 1lth he had fought with
| Banks'Jadvance, on the Martinsburg road, six miles out from Win-
chester and been compé@lled to fall back.

The Regiment turned back when within two miles of Win-

chester, and returned to Berryville., Thie was pursuant to an order,

issued that day by(Gen, Banks, directingJGen} Sedgwick to return at
\

once with his division to Harper's Ferry.h_bn the 14th the Regiment
returned to Charlestown and on the 15th encamped on Bolivar Heights,
in the rear of and commanding Harper's Ferry.

On the 13th, when leaving camp at Berryville for Winchester,
the new colonel of the Regiment, who had been appointed to succeed
Col. Dana, toock command. This was the then (Col.) Alfred Sully, who

had been appointed February 33, while engaged in the
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PREPARING FOR THE PENINSULA.

The First Minnesota was ordered from the valley of
Virginia to Washington for a purpose. For the m&nfnweary and
trying months after August, 1861,#Gén,)McCle11an had been pre-
paring the Union army for offenaivéragerationa against the Con-
federates. ye héd now the strongest military force ever before
assembled in the country, and it was completely equipped.

At this period of the war the capture of Richmond, the
Confederate capital, was considered the most important objective,
pPrincipally for the effect it would have abroad in preventing
recognition of the Southern Confederaqy as well as the disaster such
a blow would inflict on the hopes and confidence of the Southv |

Two plans for accomplishinz the result were open for
choloce.

The army might move overland directly toward Richmon@l

€riving the Confederate army before 1t or it might take transﬁort

to Chesapeake bay and move up to Richmond along the Peninsula be-
tween the Rapﬁéhanock and York rivers.

There was much to recommend the latter course, The
flanks of the army would be protected by navigable streams and
these would enable transposte to support the movements of the
land forci}by transporting troops and supplieg}and enable the navy
to support, to a greater or lesser extent,the entire operatiﬁn.»ﬂﬂg

R latter plan was adopted by‘déﬁ) MeClellan,

The Rappahanock was to be ascended to Urbanafand then
an army was to march from that town across to Wset Point, at the

head of York river, which is formed by the union of the Mattapony
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and the Pamunkey givers. That army wae to unite with another which

should come up the big York river to West Point, after demolishing

the Confederate fortificatidhs at Yorktown, near the mouth of the
river, where Washington had forced Cornwallis to surrender, 80 years

before., The armies dnlted, they would{set out for Richmond, follow=-
ing the Richmond & York rall scid
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roads West Point is twelve miles wast of Urbanajand the latter
place is about tnz same distance from tae prope; mouth of the
Rappahannock; hoth rivers empty into Chesapeake Eay.

Lincoln's plan was to move the army directly against the
enamv‘in front of Washington and strike his lins first at a
point in the Orange & Manassas railroad soutnwest of Manassas
Junction, not far from the Bull Run battlefield.

McClellan's plan was concaived by him as early at lzast
as January 1, 1862. On the 10th of that month Gen. Shields wrote
him reg&rding it. Shields approved it, suggesting some modifica-
tions and changes. (War Recs.,Vol.5,p.700.) Among otaer things
Shields wrote the following, which read like axioms: "Richmond
in the Hast and Memphis at the West are the two dominating
objective points of the Southern Confsderacy in this war. Ths
possesgsion of these points will break tae power of that Confeder=-
acy." If only Richmond had been captured as soon as Memphis .
was, (and might it not have been?) how glorious the result!

of McClellan's twelvae gencsrals a;proved his plan.
The other four and the President stoutly contended against iE)

xxxxmm&‘jMeanwhile the Confederates knew practically all that

vas going on and governed themselves accordingly.

The controversy over the plans was protractad from the
3@ of February until March 9. On the latter date the Union
anthorities lsarned that Gen. Johnston had evacuated Manassas
and gone southward witn all his army and material, except some
of the latter wuich he had to destroy, and l:aving behind, as

previously stated, some big logs with round black spots painted




on the endi>to resemble holes to an observer at a distance, :4
these logs were lald across breastworks with the black spots/
"muzzles" facing Washinoton,

0f course the Confederate abandonment of Manassas ne=-
cessitated a change in McClellan's program. His favorite point for
his new basé of operations, as has been sald, had been Urbana, on
the lower Rappahanock. Now the Confederates were south of the
Rappahanock--even south of the Rapidan, near Culpeper and Gordons-
ville-- and Urbana and the Rappahanock giver route had to be elim=-
inated from the plan, and only the Yorki;iver route considered.
Gordonsville is5)miles south of the Rapidan, 80 miles southwest
of Washington, 40 miles southwest of Fredericksburg, and 60 miles
northwest of Richmond.

LN
ﬁen.‘Johnston divined the plans and almost the detalls

of | Gen.;McClellan 8, gcheme, for capturing Richmond by way of the

S 'ﬂi, A

Peninsula., It wae/tntuitabie that his spy work and secret service

should be much superior to those of'Gen. McClellan, inasmuch as the
clty of Washington and surrounding country abounded with,aouthern
symbathizers who were constantly alert to any political or military

1

movement., Eb was
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as well preparsd as he could be to thwart the plans of McClellan
vefore that @eneral began to execute tnem. He withdrew his army

from Manasgsas to Gordonsville and the Orange countv country,

é

because here were supplies and a good 'dllroad running 60 miles
to Richmond and here n: could better organize and prepare Kis

!
army to maet McClellan's and anv other Union forc:s sent out to
a ’.
divert his attention. i M y;fuT;/ /s ‘;‘“d
.,} -

niﬁl“%ﬁ@ulmbb”“qiiw“lﬂi Gen. MeClellan  made new plans

for his advance against Ricamond. The Rappahannock river route

was entirely discarded, and the route by the York river and the

Virginia Peninsula definitely substituted. TFortress Monroe was
be the base of operations, instead of Urbana. The Union forces
were transported by wateq and 127 transports were collected
to convey then. ) 3
40 YW
’7/Prasident Lincoln andACabinet had given reluctant consent
t> the plan an/),ven after agreeing to iE,had attached thersto
many cnndltlonb or "strings."™ A sufficient force to defend and
protect Washington was to be left behind, the Shenandoah Valley
was to be well looked after, ete. But after all deductions,
Gen. McClellan expected to take with him, "a force of 146,122
prasent for duty, to be increased by a division of 10,000 formed
from the troops at Fort Monroe=--a total of about 156,000 men."
(Own Story, p.l64.)

The Administration agreed that he should have this
number, but a short time thereafter withdrew McDowell's First
Corps, Bleénker's Division, and enough other troops to amount to
63,000, This reduced the army to a force on paper o f 93,000,

but which, McClellan says, amounted to "only about 70,000

effectives." (Ibid.)




GOBE~ PO FRONIBY-—AREY—GORPE .

On the 8th of March President Lincoln, after conference
with his Cabinet and certain military men, but without consult=
ing Gen. McClellan, divided the organization of the Army of the
Potomac into four army Corps. McClellan says this "was the work
of the President and Secretary of War, probably urged by
McDowell." (Own Story,p.222.) The First Cofps was to be command-
ed by Gen. McDowell; the Second by Gen. E. V. Sumner; the Thirg,
by Gen. Heintzelman; the Fourth by Gen. Erasmus D. Keyes.

Of Gen. Sumner, the commander of the Corps to which the

FPirst Minnesota was agsigned, Swinton says: "He was the ideal of

a soldier, but h2 had few of the qualities that meke a general."
At the time he was made commander of the Second Corps he was
past 65 vears of age, but hs was wvigorous in mind and body and
capable of gcod work, as he demopstrated. He was not a West
Pointer, but had served in the regular army for 43 years, or
since 1819. TRSKXKIKIKBEFPUCKIX 0KD0REACRKIM XOEK XOTRSCOI RN
SPABEEC RRKK KX R HNETD T SO RESORIEDCK X XDEK XD 3K XA e Xogx Xpewey
RIS KT K XOORIAIAC XOMK XFOMRIK XA KSOTK X XDIK N FO T ISUEURR K XD X ARX Xl
gkﬁxﬁgx@xxmmxﬁxxmwwﬂxwxxmxxmmﬁmxxmHXMXN#&KIHXKN&RN%%XX&ﬁx&ﬁx&ﬁﬁﬁ
XPXAXRX RAEIRE0EX 100X I B0 306X LHASeX X RRIBEE X HONEK e X RegX R %eF
ERERBRPAREL XEREXFBACERBAXXRAFACBAAGX GHE XX ARV EEFEXFILHE, TAREFL
Inxilex YRR xRRX HR A AL KRFALR -

j{ On the 11lth of March Gen. McClellan was removed from the
general command of &ll the armieg of the United States and his
authority confined to the Army of the Potomac. The order of
removal said that it was issued because he had "personally taken

the field at the head of the Army of the Potomac," and the infer=
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ence was that he would hav: his hands full without undertaking
to manage affairs in Kentucky, Tennessee, Nissourl and elsewhere.
in general command since the retirement of
y NOWe ds

After McClellan had obtained the assent of the Administra-
tion to his plansg, h= was eager for their fulfillment.
The order to furnish him water transporteation for his army to the
Peninsula was issued February 27, and on the 17th af March it
was ready=~-4C0 steamers and sailing Craft. The van of the army
was led by Gen. C. S. Hamilton's Division (afterward Phil Kearney's)

7

of Heintzelman's Third Corps. On the 22d it was followed by

Fitz John Porter's Division of the same Corps. The otner divisions

followed as fast as vessels could be furnished them.




On the evening of March 29 the First Minnesota embarked
at Washington for the Peninsula. The Regiment went on board
two small steamers, the Golden Gate and the Jenny Lind, with
‘Jttransports in tow, wnd early next morning the boats moved. The
1? Regiment was still in Gorman's Brigade, with tie 15th Massachusetts,
the(34th and 82d (24 State Militia) New York, and Kirby's Battery,
I, First. U. S. Sedgwick's Division was ccmposed of Gorman's,
Burns's, and Dana's Brigades, with four batteries. OSumner's
Corps was composed of I. B, Richardson's and John Sedgwick's
Divisions.

Down the Potomac, pust the river forts, past Mount

f Vernon, past abandoned Confederate fortifications, puast & great

:E many sights and scenesg strange but of interest to the Minnesota
% boys, went the vessels. That evening they cast anchor off ”
:Smith's Point, where the waters of the Potomac are lost with thoséﬁf
< of Chesapeake Bay. Many of the Minnesota men now saw the "salt
i—water" for the first time.

The next day and night th=2 vessels voyaged southward
then
gixty miles down Chesapeaks Bay, xma thronged with army transports
of all kinds. On the morning of April 1 the Regiment halted for
some hours at Fortress Monros, the base of operations. Here,

3 among other objects of interest, they saw the Monitor, which

three weeks haforu”ﬁin itg fight with the Merrimac, had distinguish=-
ed itself and revolutionized the construction of war vessels and
naval warfare. Upon it now rasted Gen. McClellan's hopes for the
gsafe landing of his army on the Peninsula. If there was nothing to

prevent her, the big solid iropn=clad Merrimac was at liberty to

(;f/zi+ CQNWT'_, | 2l ey 4 [y r i

gy " i
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come down and play havoc with his transports,‘as it had with
the Cumberland and the Congress. Of the Monitor Lochren writes!
"It lay quietly among a crowd of vessels, 80 small and unlike
anything ever before imagined as & water sraft, and yet so power=
ful and impregnable. We could not study it enough."

Moving out from Fort Monroe, the Kegiment finally dis-
embarked at the ruins of the town of Hampton, which had been
destroyed the previous spring. Here now is the gsite of a national
g0ldiers' home. The men were glad tc¢ be on shore again, for

of them had been seagick, and the quarters on the ship had

very @ramped and uncomfortable. But conditions on gshore

not much improved, for that night the Regiment went into
camp in = low field without wood and good water. The water was
brackish frem the salt and iodine of the sea. Lochren remembers

a8 : : -
d a new experience in hunting

fury
for grub oysters. These oysters kugx themselves in the mud <&@

. 5% 1 bo
that at this camp the Mlnnesot%&‘

and a-e not found in sea beds. Thev are obtained generally by
digging, or "gmubbing!, as th all call it, and hence the local
name. The Minnesota boys, who were "put wise" by some old sailors,
e

hunted this luscious sea food in|their bare legs, wading through
the cold mud and finding the oysters with their toes! They were
very fine oysters, too, and much rslished.

Lobsters were a novel addition to the menu, being caught
by dangling a plece of 8alt pork on a cord, dropped a.few minutes

in a kettle of boiling wate{; they proved & most delicious morsels,




THE PENINSULAE SITUATION.

region of Virginia known as the Peninsula, on which

army landed, is in the southeastern part of the State.

riwrzr'g,

rom seven to fifteen miles wide and fifty miles in length.
countrv is low and flat, generally wooded, but with meny
Peninsula has the biﬁ.
o POEINEAS 87 of RS R TREE TR e ogh&é‘i@hﬁkox foptn

by the union of the Mattapony and the Pamunkey, at tiue

Logking toward the sea, th

town of West Point, and the Jamesé;iver has its source in the
mountains of Virginia, near Lynchburg.

Fortress Monroe, at ths lower extremity of the Peninsula,
igs about 75 miles southesast of Richmond. Gen., McClellan designed

: ek : : opening and
to approach Richmond up the Peninsula keeping open the James

N
River on his left flank for the transportation of supplies. The
York river could alsc be used for thatl purpose and the railroad
fDOm-&eSt Point westward utilized when a certain obstacle was
removed.

That obstacle was a rather strongly fortified position
at Yorktown, on the Yorkegiver, nearly ten miles from its mouth.
The Confederates had begun to fortify this position the previous
fal% and had made it strong against infantry and cavalry. The

artillery with which its defenses were supplied was generally

0ld and obsoclete--big smooth=bore guns taken from the Norfolk

)\‘l
Navy Yard and intended for service oﬁr;hipbOard. The position

ibvle against the Union artillery, with its large

skillfully rifled long range gunse
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The chief constructor of the Yorktown defenses, and their

commander afteiward, was Gen. John Bankhead Magruder, a West Polnter ,
a soldier with a dashing record, and then 52 years of age. He had ]
many military qualities; he was a fine civil engineer, a good
tactician, a safe commander for a division of infantry or cavalry,

& dashing and very brave fighter, and was an expert at planning

and executing ruses to deceive his ehemy. In front of Richmond,

hie dragging brush up and down a dusty road and raising great clouds
of pulverized Virginia dirt, making the Union generals believe that

a large rebel force was marching along the road, is a well estab-
lished fact.

Gen. Magruder's fortifications that girdled Yorktown
about were practically on the site of thoee built and occupied by
Lord Cornwallis's army during the War of the Revolutlon, 8l years
before. On the northeast side of the town was the big wide York
river, virtually an arm of Chesapeake Bay. Across the river
from Yorktown was Gloucester Point, also fortified. On the west
was the Warwlck River, a small stream, heading a mile from Yorktown
and running nearly acrose the Peninsula from the York to the James,
14 miles, and emptying into the latter river.

The 1line of the Warwick was well defended. 1Its source
was commanded by the guns of E?f ?ork:own fortg’and.ita fords

on e

had been replaced by dams whic%rgefended by artillery and
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which raised the water in the stream so that it could not gasily

be waded o¥ forded anywhers. Horeove;’tne approaches to the

stream on either gide were through dense forests and swumps.
McClellan's scouts had given him a very imperfect idea of the
country of the Peninsule through which he would pass, and ver
scanty knowledge of ths enemy opposing him.
k;xkkszxxxxnxnxxﬁkxkxxxx&xxxthxxxxxxxﬂxx&xﬁxxd;na
xnxkxnuxxagsikthkxxxxnnx!ﬁxxxaxxnmuxxxxxxnxxﬁxxxxxxigx&&xxnﬁaxka
xxpxxxxxxxmmxxixi&&xﬁ!n;xxaxxkkxx&xkxkkxxx:kxxxx%ﬁx&xﬂax«qxw&a
xqummxxxxxkax&mmxadxxakaxkkxmxxggxfhxxﬂxuxnxukakxﬂxxmxxkxxaxgmn-
xxzzxmqpxxxmanxx«ﬂk«xkzux;xaxmxxkamdx&xaxxkxxxxxaxxaxxauxxxxxukan,
g;gﬁxaxxxﬁz&xxuuxxx%x&maxxxxxxxxxXXxxixxhxxnxaxxx;&aﬂxxxxkxkkm
gxmaxxxmzxxmxquarxﬁxxﬂqkkxxxknx&ani&&axxx&xxhx&xkx&&&ﬁﬁ&&xﬁki&r
mxmx&&xmgxx&ug&xxxx&&nxx&a&k&k&a&x&%&kii&&xx&kxRi&th&xixﬁi&ﬁ
»xgi&&xxkhq&xkxix&kxﬁxxknxkxtxaxxxfaxxxxxxnmxxnxdxuumhxxnaxxuxuuu.
‘pen” Joe Johnston and all his generals knew that McClellan's
objective point was Richmond. McClellan hagigdmittedly £5,000
men, but the Confederates thought he had 110,000, and they wanted
to .be prepared to meet a force cof that size tehind their breaste-
works or in the field in front of their capital.. They would be
compelled to bring up troops from as far away as Charleston, S.C.,
and the mountains of Kentucky and West Virginia, and the Federal
approach must be delayed, and Magruder was instructed to cause
that delay as long as it was safe and practicable.
Magruuer3§§§§§§&§i§the importance of the delay: He
was a great bluffer. He showed fight from the first, as if he
had plenty of men. This boldness deceived McClellan, &and made
him stor to besiege instead of mersly halting to%gigéh'the Con=
federate position at Yorktown.'iaggﬁ Heintzelman was not deceived.

He believed, from the known facts and the reasons deducikle




that the force at Yorktown was not very large
taks his own Army Corpé, Hdoker's énd Kearney's

Divisions, and shut Magruder up within the walls of‘Yorkt0w§J
and keep him shut up until the Union fleet with its big guné
could get at him, and then it would not be long until a surrender
would come. NMeanwhile VcClellen with the main army would. be march=
ing on towards Richmond.

. T NEES XAWI 0K Xk KK FF XX x&%ﬁk&ﬁ%mka x&&mﬁ@:kx&ﬁ
xﬁk&ikxxKxxt&xxi&k&ktikquxﬁqk&xxxkikai&kxkﬁxixxx&X&RR&xM&R&XkﬁQR
xktxxamtammﬁa&x&xxxixikiiﬁcxhbtm@kx&in‘x@cxﬁacxmmhnkxmnketmm
kﬂh&ﬂx&ﬂkaﬁma Xk x&mtmxmammac«axxammuxmxm
St e ‘WMWMMﬁmmxkﬁmmmkkaw
mmmmmﬁmmmmmkxmmmm
WWW mmmmmmmmxfﬁ’ﬁmmmmmm
*ﬁxxxxﬂxxxhwxmxmnxxxwxxxxxxmxxmx&unxﬁuxkxmnxxwxnﬁnxnmxmxnxw
w&g&xnmnxmnxmnxnmxmﬁxkaﬁkaxxnxx&&ﬂmd

It must be borne in mind, however, th.t Heintzelman's
proposition was based on a movament to be made very soon after
the army landed on the Penirnsula=-nict ten days or two weeks
after, but as soon as possible. For when it was certain fhat
McClellan's army had come to ¥Wortress Monroe, and evep before
it arrived, (Gen.) Johnston began re-snforcing Magruder, and kept
re=enforcing him as long as he could. McClellan's delay "gave
the Confederate Government time to swell Magruder's handful to
an armv of respectable size." (Johnston's Yarrative,p.111.)

But this force of 11,000 which Magruder had was stretched

Ae
ove?r; rather long linei! "I was compelled," says hs, "to place

in Gloucester Point, Yorktown, and Mulberry Island fixsd garrisons,
amounting tc¢ 6,000 men. The balance of my line, embracing a

length of thirteen miles, was defended by abcut 5,000 men. (Official




Magruder greatly feared an assault, but it did not come.

Report; also Swinton,p.109.)

"To my surprise," he adds, "ha[?cClellégbpermitted day after

day to pass without an assault. In a fsw days the object of his
delay was apparent. In every direction in front of our lines,
through the intervening woods, and alongthe open fields, earth-
works began to appear." The Confederate position, with its
11,000 defenders, was to be in ted by siege by the Union troops
with 85,000 assailants. 1In this game of wur, spades were to be
L \ﬂxe Ny 4

trumps, and ) intrenching tools s the game cards.

But in a few days Magruder's army was stronger than
11,000 men. He says: "Through the energetic action of the

Government, re-enforcements began to pour in, and each hour the

Army of the Peninsula grew stronger and stronger, until anxiety
passed from my mind as to the result of an attack upon us."

(Magr's Rep.,Confed.Reps.of Battles,p.517; Swinton,p.109.)
. alang the Warwlck, Glouocester -Point, and
Pinally the Confederate works at Ybrktowgawer: held by "about  /}
West Point

35,000." (Johnston's Narrative,p.112.)
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THE FIRST MINNESOTA ON THE PEJIW@ULA.

We left the First Minnesota at Hampton digging "grub".
oysters in tae marshes. April 5, at 1. o'clock in the morning,
the Regiment broke camp and marched that day about ten miles to
the northeast to Big Béthe 1.

mexﬁxﬂﬁmxﬁﬁkmxxﬂxEMK#&KKMHNX
Kxxﬁixmxxmxxm&mxxﬂxxmxkikmxxﬁxxﬂXMNWWﬁxﬂﬂ1xHWNNX%KIﬁKWENXMﬁwﬁﬂﬁE
xmxm1ﬁmﬁxxmmxxmwxxxmmxxﬂxxxﬁxmﬁxmmxxmXNXﬁxﬁﬁQE% Axeoerpx ke
xmmxxmxﬂmxxxmnxxmtm&xxﬁXXNxmmxxxxxmxxx;mxnxxz&ﬁxmﬁmxxm&ﬁx&mﬁ
@m@&&&xxﬂﬁxxwﬁﬁwxxmamxgxmxmxum@xmyigqﬁgmxwxh«RMxxmxmﬁkmxxkux
ek X Bt s

i&he march was trying on ths men. The country was gen=
grally flat, without hills. The wsather had changed to sweltar=
ing heat. Before they had wal:ed many miles, many of taem had

thrown away thelr overcoats, their dress coats, and even

blankets, to lichten the loads they wer: compelled| to carry.
]

Previously, wnen marching through the Valley of Virginia, or
about Camp Stone, the weather had been cool, and the loads carried
were not uncomfortablz.

The roads werz very poor and muddy from recent rains
Now they were crowded with the material of the great army which
wes slowly creeping thnrough the mud over the flat wooded country.
The grass was quite green, tne buds of tne. trees were unrolling
into leaves as large as a swallow's wingq and in the branch:zs
the birds were nesting and singing. Spring comes earlier in
Southern Virginia than in Minnesota.

At first the march was orderly, the men in four ranks,
with files well aligned and the rout:s step observed. But under

the hot sun,and the unaccustomed burden of the heavy equipments,
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the men disregarded the knowledge they had obtained by so much
' drilling and "disciplining" and straggled along the roads almost
2t will. Thev wtrayed away from the road, lagged behind, and
mingled with the baggage wagons and ambulances. Finally they
discarded every article of clothing thev could possibly dispense
with=~and even then were scarcely able to drag one mud-laden
foot after the other.

Lochren relates that on tails rcute;degf;McClellan and his

o —

formidable staff and escort rode by the First

'3

Minnesota in a
hurry tc get to the front. The General and égi\ Sully had served
)
together in the regular army before the war. ﬁow, as the commanders
passed, came first thne formal military salutes and then the
informal cheery grzetings: "How are you, Alf?" and "How are you,

Ceorge?" At that timeTéén:\McClellan appearad strong, athletic,
a splendid horseman, a beau sabreur,and in perfact health. He
was a month .or two past 35 years of age, just as o0ld as Napoleson
was when, after well nigh conquering the world, he was crowned

Emperor of the French. His uniform was neat and well-fitting ,but

plainer tnan that worn By any member of his staff. IHe was already

1
poéﬁiar with his soldiers, who called him "Little Mac," and thought

him a gallant spirit and a great general. And tnis opinion the
Army of the Potomac, as an army, always held. As he swept by
the straggling ranks of the First Minnesot@ on this occasion, the
men got into some ssmblance of order and gave their general three
loud and hearty cheers. .

The Regiment resumed ité march toward Yorktown at 5
o'clock on the morning of April 6. It was raining and the mud
became worse than ever. Two miles out from Big Bethel the sound

of cannonading was heard in front. The Union advance h%d conme

up with Stuart's cavalry, and there was skirmishing. Desultory
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fighting was kept up at intervals during the day, whenever Stone=
man's favalry came in contact with Stuart's. Sometimes the
infantry of both sides becams glightly engaged. Often the Regi-
ment halted for several minutes. Then it hurried forward

‘kas if it were about to rush tne Confaderates with
a bayonst chargs. Really at times it seemed that the Minne-
sotians would soon bescome actively engaged. But tae Confedarates
ratirad stesadily, yet slowly, and at nightfall had gone into
gshelter behind ths strong walls of Yorktown or the good breast=
works strung along Warwick creek. And all the time it rained!

The First Minnesota, as a part of Gorman's Brigade,
Sedgwickﬁ%ﬁf?&%sion of Sumner's Second Army Corgs, merched to
Yorktown wita Heintzelman's Third Corps and went into camp with
that Corps. f@én: Richardson's, the other Division, had not yet
arrived on tne Peninsula, und'den; Sumner had been appointed Dy
Gen. McClellan his second in command and was seeing to things
renerally in front of Yorktown. After the 6th of April he command=

+he Union left wing, his own and Keves' g Corps.

A Gorman's Brigade was encamped about two miles south of
Yorkkown, in what was known as‘peadquarters gamp No.},for some
davs. The First Minnesota was set to work cutting out and building

corduroy roads over which suppliss could be hauled from Hampton
or . Fortress Monroe. The camp Was in & low muddy flat and it railned
211 the tme. The men called it "Camp Missry." April 15 Sedg=
wick's entire Division was moved a mile away to another camp

called Camp Winfield Scott. The Division's camp was on the left

of (Gen.)C. S. Hamilton's of Heintzelman's Corps, RRXKNEXXxX and

axtended down to the Warwick cresk bottom in front of Wynn's

Mill, three miles south of Yorktown.




® , & 133

Lochren notes that on the morning of this removal, & Union
balloon was sent up from the York river to take a birdseye view
of the Confederate situation. It.;ent up in plain sight of all
the camps and was an object of interest. It had lines attached
to it and was to be drawn back to the earth when a good view
of the enemy's position had been obtained. On this occasion the
lines broke and the ballooﬁ went where it pleased, for it was not
of the dirigible kinds It drifted over the Confeder&te lines, and
there was some anxisty lest it should go to earth there, but

it finally floated back and descended into Sedgwick's camp.

Among the ocoupants of the balloon wae( Gen.) Fitz John Porter,

then commanding a Division in Heintnelm;ﬁis Corps. The balloon
wae a part of the equipment of the army serving against Yorktown
and was often used to observe the enemy.

Camp Winfield Scott wa » a great improvement over Camp
Misery., It was on higher and dryer ground and in a good piece of
woodland which furntehed abundant shade and fuel. Shelter tents
bilg enough for only two on a campaign, were 1ssued to the men, and
were found to be just suited to their purpose. Here the Regiment
spent the remainder of the month of April, from the 1llth to and
including the 30th,

;%b}t was a twenty days' season of hard work. Every second
day the men were on picket duty along the Warwick, with the Confed~
erate pickets just across the stream, hidden in the woods, 300 yards
away. When they were not on picket they werslbuilding fortifica=
tions or corduroy roade, or were being routed out of their beds by
musketry firing on the picket lines and made to doublesquick out to
some point supposed to be threatened by an assault from the enemy.
And all the while it rained! The poor soldier boys went about com—

monly wet to the skin; for, even when not on duty, they had no water-
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proof shelter. The little "dog tents" leaked like sieves, there was
a scarclty of rubber blankets and ponchos, and the only relief was
when the rain clouds drifted away and the sun shone out-- and then
it was insufférably hot.

All through the siege of Yorktown, night and day, there
was cannon firing both by the besiegers and the besleged. It was
quite ineffective; novody wae hurt. The Confederates did not dare
to use the big old cast-iron guns within the fortifications lest
they burst. They had a few rifled piecgs and these were over-
worked so that some of them burst. (Magruder's report.) Gen.

McClellan brought down and mounted some very heavy modern gans,

including 100=-pound and even 300-pound rifled pieces,




SVACUATE YORXTOWH.

Saturday evening, May 3, the Confaderate batteries in
Yorktown kspt up a fire of shot and shell on the Union lines until
aftar midnight. Nobody hurt. It was 211 a bluff. At daybreak

the next morning (Sunday)(@en.) Heintzelman, at his headquarters,

heard what hs thought was skirmishing in Yorktown and saw a

bright 1light there. Prof. Lowe, thzs noted aeronaut, immediately

went up in his §ﬁloon and reportsd that tﬂngight was & burning

vessel at Yorktown wharf, and it was subsequently learned that the
noise like a skirmish was caused by the explosion of several
tho sand musket cartridges and shells of small caliber, which t he
Confadaratas were destroying in one of taneir magazines.

Then Geny Heintzelman got & telegram from Fitz John

Portar thut &he enemy was abandoning Yorktown. Heintzelman
: g

immediately went up in the balloon wita(Prof, Lows and saw enough
to convince h' m that the telegram was true. Descending, he

ordered{Gens.fHookar and Kearney to prepare their division% and
[

Col. JAverell to prepare his Third Pennsylvania Cavulr% tam march
immediately.(Heintzelman'sIfeport, War KRecs.,Vol.11,p.456.)

On that Sunday morning, May 4, the Regiment, as usual
when its turn came, went out on picket before daylight. But
after daylight the word came thut the Confederates had skedaddled,
and then the men went back to camp for their tents and krapsacks,
preparatory to marching. But thevy did not march far. Only to
the Confederate intrenchments at Wynn's Mill and along the
Warwick thereabouts. Lochren says that Dana's Third‘Erigade of
Sedgwick's Division was first in the enemy's abandoned works,

and Gorman's was next. Seemingly the Confederates had leisurely
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made up their minds about evacuating, but when they did decide

thev stood not on the order of,going but went at .once.
5 s

p

Ab-ut the 1st of May Gen. Magruder's spies and field
glasses told him that the Union troops were ready to begin thes
long=threatened bombardment and at once he began to retreat.(See
Magruder's report; also Johnston's Narrative,p.111.) The line of
retreat was already fixed; there was nothing to do but follow it.

At Wynn's Mill, where the First Minnesota was, the
Confederates left in a hurry. Their breakfasts, such as they were,

and thev were not very luxurious, were still in the frying

pans, skillets, pots, and bake kettles. They abandoned quite a

Y,

[z
stock of provisions and camﬁI;Auipage. In a plantation store

house near by was a goodly supply of delicious smoked hams and
bacon. The men secured a large supplv, of frying pans &and bake
kettles. ‘ AR SoanEd!  The brigede remained in
the enemy's abandoned works at Wynn's Mill until on the morning
of the 6th, when it marched three miles to the northeaste.in deep
mud and pouring rain, GERXCRNXXXERELRTRTIRE.

The fortifications &t Yorktown were of much interest to
the Minnesota boys. They were scientifically constructed of dirt
walls and sand bags, with timber re-enforcements, etc., and their
armament was a miscellaneous collection of old United States
naval guns which had been taken from tﬂe Gosport Navy Yard the
previous spring. More than 70 pieces of these archaic, inefficient
pieces of ordinance were left in the'works? DRSSO xthenchesc ot

J
xodoexi®ogx. It was believed that & majority of them would burs%
;ﬁﬁ&kﬂ&xagﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁggq though they could throw a ball or shell
waighing from 64 to 100 pounds. Sdombagpedonnae? McClellan's

and Cormmodore Goldshorough's 125=pounder steel rifled Parrotts
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would have knocked them all to pieces in ten minutes or less.

The works at Yorktown were for the most part built by negro

slaves impressed from thelr masters by the Confederate authorities.
To re-enforce the front walle or glacis of the works,

in case of an assault, and to make an approach to them in any part

dangerous, the Confederates had planted a considerable numbér of

loaded shells, generally 8-inch and 10-inch mortar shells, so

arranged as to explode when trod upon or otherwise disturbed. This

was against the laws of war, and the Union commanders and some of

the Confederate leaders protested against it. It was an ugly thing

for men to do that prided themselves on their "Chivalry."




THE BATTLE OF WILLIAMSBURG.

When the Confederates evacuated Yorktown and the line of
the Warwick, they struck straight up the Peninsula for Richmond
and the James River Valley. Their route lay through the historic
0ld town of Williamsburg, once the capital of Virginia and now the
county seat of James City County. ‘

Stonemen's Cavalry took after the retreating Confederates,
who were floundering through the mud as fast as they could, but
that was not verv fast. Stuart's Cavalry was protecting Magruder's
(or rather Longstrset's) rear. (Gen.) Longstreet had, by orders,
that morning relieved the forces in front of Villiamsburg,
Magruder's command, by two brigadews of his own Division. Magruder
was 111 and/Gen.)D. R. Jones was given temporary command of his
Division. Longstreet was in commund,on the field,of all the forces.

Gen.) Sumner, as second in command of the Union army, had charge
of affairs on that side, McClellan being absent at Yorktown.

Williamsburg ig 12 miles west of Yorktown, but the Con=-

ederate fortifications were two or three miles nearer. Stoneman
and his cavalry followed hard after Jeb Stuart's cavalry and
& fortification called by the Con-
JLongstreet's 1ﬂfantry nine mileg out, or aEAFort Magruder,

federates
brought them to a stand. ] W ng for his cavalry

alone, and Stoneman waited for the Union infantry, Hooker's and
Kearney's Divisions, which he knew were coming on through the
mud.

On the morning of the 5th the battle of Williemsburg

began. It lasted all day. There was scome very bloody fighting.

On the Union side Hooker's Division bore the brunt; it lost

1,575 men. Thifg;tal Union loss was 468 killed, 1,442 wounded,

and 372 captured or missing; total
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The total Confederate loss wa=: 288 killed, 975 wounded,
(Oaadatinal

and 297 captured or missing; total 1,560, Thér\captured and carried

off five cannon. The aggregate loes of both armies in killed and
wounded was nearly as large as-at Bull Run, The advantage of the
battle was clearly with the Confederates. Theilr loss was much the
smaller, and their retreating march was scarcely interfered with.

Gen. Winfield Scott Hancock won great renown at the battle
of Williamsburg. He was then in command of the First Brigade
of W, F. Smith's Division of Keyes' Fourth Corpa,

After the fighting was well over, McCiellan came galloping
upon the field. Hancock already had the key to complete victory.
Next morning, if the fight should be renewed, the Confederates would
be disastrously defeated. Their commanders reallized this, and that
night Longstreet left the field and set out for the Chickahominy.

The Confederates ddd not want to fight at Williamsburg.
They did not want to fight anywhere until they got in front of

Richmond.




OFF FOR THE CHICKAHOMINY.

The First Minnescta was within the fortifications at
Yorktown that 5th day of May, when the battle of Williamsburg was
being fought. It was twelve miles away, but the hsavy atmosphere
carried the sound well and the noise of the battle was plainly
heard. Troops were moving out in the direction of the firing
as rapidly as the terrible condition of the roads would permit,
and the men thought a terrible conflict raginge.

About dark Gorman's brigade set towards Williamsburg.

It was & terrible march, though & short one. It was raining, of
course, and the roads had been for a long time almost impassable.
The mud and slush and ruts and quagmires were now scmething
frightful. A bleck,impenetrable darkness added to the discomforts.

Other troops were marching ahead, toiling along, with frequent
halts. The Regiment ran into their wagons, their artillery,
their tperd
and troops, and there w&s great confusion and disorder.

Though it had left Yorktown three hours before, the Regi-

ment had compassed only abggt‘pfaJmiLe,,when it was ordered to

LAEA ¢ (L tAL4a
4 77
countermarch and return to| Yesismemn. Welcome news! The return

march was made in far legs time than the outward, and at midnight
the men were safely sheltered within Magruder's fortifications

back of Yorktown.

igéﬁb‘McClellan had ordered up th2 naval vessels of Flag Officer

Goldsborough and some transports to convey Fran klin's Division
and other troops up the big broad York River to its head, at

West Pointe.—
- > 4

e

(_ Franklin's Division belonged to McDowell's First Corps,
which had been promised t¢ McClellan as & part of his army, but

which April 4, had been detached and kept at Washington, in open
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violation of the agreed plan. The Divieion had been éailing about
on transports near Yorktown and had not been orderesd back to
Washington. On the 3d cof May it was disembarked near Yorktown
to help take the place. Now it was ordered back on the transports
to proceed up to West Point. It did not ggt away from Yorktown
until the 6th and reached West Point the next morning.

The First Minnesota had been ordered back from tihe route
to Williamsburg to follow with its Division that of Gen. Frank=-

1lin bv water to West Point. Gen. lcClellan sent not only Franke
of McDowell's

? orpes S : : 1
lln'ékhut Sedi1éi'§>£nd Richardson's Divisions, of Sumner's,
and Fitz John Porter's of Keyes'S Corps, up the York River in

transports to West Point and the right bank of the Pamunkey. The

k]
\\
other Divisionsl/;he wagon trains, and the ressrve artillery

moved subsequently by land. The First Minnesota left Yorktown

in the afternoon of May 7, on the steamer Long Branch.
While at Yorktown the boysKinspected the Confederate

!

works, the quarters, etc., and came to the conclusion that the
Confederate garrison had not been altogether happy during the

siege. Thay were corroborated in their belief afterward when

'”égf\yagruder's report appeared. The General wrote:

\
’%rom April 4 to May 3 this army served almost without

relief in the trenches. Many companies of artédllery were never
_relieved during the long peried. It rained almost incessantly,
the trenches were filled with water; the weather was exceedingly
cold; no fires could be allowed; the artillery and infantry of the
e~emy played upon our men almost continuously, day and night;

the army had neither coffee, sugar, nor hard bread, but subsisted
on flour and salt meat, and that in reduced quantities, and yet

no murmurs were heard.® (Magruder's Hepyﬁar.ﬁecs.Vol.ll,p.408.)

,f'

, Yorktown was now taken, the lower Peninsula passed,
and the first stage of McClellan's journey to Richmond compassed.
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But while an enemy that could be met and contended with
was getting ready to meet McClellan's army at Richmond, there was
a more dangerous enemy awaiting the Northern forces, and this enenmy
could not be met and fought outright . This was the deadly malaria

of the low, swampy, miasmatic marshes and flats of the James and

the Chickahominy rivera. Upon these flats and through these marshes

and swamps the Union troope would have to go, and if they waited
until near the lst of June, the rogular annual fever season would be

on in all its terror and deadliness.
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FROM WEST POINT TO THE CHICKAHONMINY,

McClellan started the movement of his troops from Williams=
burg on the 8th, Keyes': Fourth Corps in advance, following
Stoneman's Cavalry, which soon opened communication with Gengs ¢
Pranklin at ®ltham, a little town two miles west of Wést Point
but on the south side of the Pamunkey. Xamkxomextred Ehixx whdde
KA AR XU Xesbercbed ok et x;x Bodeixbarx xunchixicbedk xbiwx Wiar xDee-
PRAREEIE X XDReche OO TR XOX schi e shxexache sebaacBoommeacbebea x x'iam ik Xk xfioxom
SOK 000 X0 XA OO0 XK MOEXOBEICOK X xximc s XadWekoeX X Xk ,
HEPPILIK X0 e XSUKPIOEEK R HZEX XRuoERomeaEc X e xFuddi xpexbaeat xbax xtiwe
mwﬂmﬁﬂﬂxxwﬁxxxXﬂ&xmxmeKXMxmxxmnmxxﬂmx&KMXﬂxxxxmxxﬁxxﬁhnxmmnﬁ‘
PRaREN .

That portion of NMcClellan's army which was s2nt up the
York River from Yorktown to West Point mades more progress with
gafety than the troops that marched by way of and fought at
Williamsburg. Franklin's Divieion was ordered up on the 5th but
did not leave Yorktown until the 6th. The distance from Yorktown
to West Point up the river is sbout 30 miles. The Division reached
Eltham, two miles south of West Point, at 1 P.M., immediately
disembarked, andnéenQ Franklin dispatched the.transports back to
Yorktown to bring up Sedgwick's Division. (Webb's Peninsula,p.82.)

On the 2vening of the 6th the killing of one of Franklin's
pickets and the capture of two Confederate scouts gave notice that

an attack might he expected on Franklin &t Eltham' the fcllowing

morning. The attack came. (Gen) W. H. C. Whiting's Division,of

Confederate : iz o
Gustavue Smith'ﬁkCorps, had merched out from New Kent Court

House and at 7 o'clock, (Geny J. B. Hood's brigade leading, fell
upon Newton's Brigade, of Franklin. Ot er troops became involved
and there was artillery firing, but the communds most prominently

engaged were Hood's Texas Brigade and the Hampton Legion on the
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.Gen,
Confederate anu’John Newton's Brigade on the Union side.

ATter an hour or so of rather brisk fighting, the Con=

federates went back to New Kent. Xiederxdosegxiee apmrsteic1nx
TR TR e 80 tobddadk S RONGHNATITE X X i dboane e tatben
R e KO e R Reer XX SEIEEIK KO KX XM RO A IGE: s aseine
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On the retreat of the Confederates from Williamsburg,
Heintzelman's and Keves'# Corps pushed forward as fast as they
could, not especially after the fleeing énemy,who could not be
overtaken, but to make haste and form a junction with Franklin's,
Sedgwick's, anJ Porter's Divisions,,then near West Point or
BEltham's. This was soon accomplished./ xxecxsbexbeckx b Aaaix Xwesr
JDEK PPN 2tk Aestsd s Bodache Aomac bl X et i s xBemi e K ek ARxbeponx
RO X R KK XA B Bt oes Xk xbi e ameexieca xxineese x KB Mkoaxbix Ak,
TR XSO K 0K X Xearntic xbi e xheicbcbebesc e xexbymeaox x i xaox xbesom: X x
memmmxﬂmm&mm@m&m
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The Pamunkey being navigable several miles abgye West

& Ao 7

Point,{Gen.) McClellan determined to make that strsam, the highway
over shich he should obtain his suppliss, and some éood point

on tha south bank was sought for as a depot for them and as a
base of operations. Cumberland, a good landing,fronting & wide,
low, flat plain, was first selected, May 15. Vesssls of good
draft could sail dirsctly from Nsw York to Cumberland. But the
very next day Whide Hduse Landing, on the south bank of the
Pamunkey, 15 miles up the river on a straight line from West
Point, and 22 milass almost due east of Richmond, was sslected

a8 the pemansnt bass.




Whitz House L@hding took its name from White House, a
vary fine plantation running along the south bank of the Pamunkey,
and owned, by inheritance from her mother's family, by the wife of
Gen. Robert EB. Lee. It was a very historic site. It was formerly
owned. by €6 Widow Martha Custisyand was her rzgsidence when she

near the White Housey
married George Washington. The ceremony took placqﬁ}n 8t. Petler's
Episcopal Church, ¥tRksNmeiriceacdiommem, an unpretentious building,
isolated and still standing in 1862. Gen. Lee's wife was a
granddaughter of Martha Custis.

The FPirst Minnesota remainad in camp nsar West POinEf
until May 9, when it moved up the Panunkey, two miles or 8o, to
Eltham Landing. It was on shipboard en route to West Point
when the so-called battle of West Point was being fought between
Whiting and Franklin, or rather betwesen Hood and Nswton. When it
arrived at Bltnam and went into camp, pickets were constantly

were
kept out as if there tne greatest danger. The most advancad

regimants were thrown back and kept near the river, and so the
Confaderates continued their mareh towards Richmond without being
further troubled.

The Regiment remained in camp at Eltham for about a week,
or until May 15. Then, when a rain the day bafore had softened
the roads, and anothsr soaking one was falling, it set out on the
march again, going directly wesfward towards New Kent C.,H. It
wainad all day and a march of only about eight miles was nmade, the
command going into camp in a yellow pins grove, two miles eagt of
New Kant. Here a stop of three days was made.

May 18 the Regiment again moved, this time four miles,
son on the staff of

£
/i d
tas—Regiment again moved,

encamping on the farm of Dr. May I a '8y
of '

Gen. lea. After a rest
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and made a march of eight miles. This day, according to Lochren,
it passed White House "and the church where Washington was married."
At night it encamped on tne York & Richmond Railroad, three miles
from the Chickahominy, connecting the right wing of the army with
the left. On the 23d it went forward four miles and camped on the
Chickahominy.

The army had begun its advance from Eltham on the 9th of
Mav, and on the 23d it was upon the Chickahominy. The distance
traveled was about forty milas and it had taken two weeks to make
it, an average of less than threes miles a day. The weather had
been bad and the roads execrable, but the Confederates had the
same obstacles, and yet they reached Richmond ten days ahead of
MeClellants armye.

Eltham Landing was so named from the large fine 0ld estate
n2ar by. Here was a large, though somewhat dilapidated, old brick
mansion, with lurge wings and other appointments. In ébnnection

was a high-wallad family cemetery, with numerous mouuments? b, 228
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KEZXERRNEXExxndxkisxfroiixx® (lany of the Minnesota boys visited
the historic old mansion and one or two wrote to the home papers
about it.
For several days the Regiment was encamped on the plantation
of Dr. Wm. Mayo, whoss sister was the ~ife of @enﬂ Scott.
Unlike his loyal brother-in=-law, Dr. Mayo was a ”éacesh," and
in May, 1862, was with the Confederate army. ‘His plantation was

ahout two miles from Cumberland Landinge.
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Gen.\McClellan now had the James river to rely upon as a
highway for the conveyance of his supplies, if the York River and
the York & Richmond Railroad should fail him. On the 10th the
Confederates evacuated Norfolk. The next day Tatnall blew up the
Merrimac. On the 12th a Union fleet compossd of the Monitor,
Galena, Aroostook, Port Royal, and FNaugatuck, under Commodore
Rodgers, ascended the James to within twelve miles of Richmond,
when they were checked by the guns of Fort Darling, on Drewry's
Bluff, and compelled to return to Fort Nonroe.

The march of the Vinnesota boys from Eltham to the
Chickahominy was a memorable one--memorable because 80 ﬁisarable.
First, the roads were almost untravsrsable and the weather ex-
tremely disagrseable. It is a military adage that in time of war
all roads ares bad and all weather disagreeable, and the rule
ceptainly applied to the Peninsula of Virginia in the spring of
1862. That is an old country and the roads were worn down well
into the tough clay subsoil. The soil baci from tne streams was
unproductive and its occupants were poor. Along the rivers there
were some good plantations, but not many. Live stock of any kind
was scarce. This is said, so that it will be understood that it
was quite a poor country for foraging and adding fresh provisions
to the soldier's stale rations. FRexRkEERTkeRXRARTRIIXIARELALS
mxmxxxfmxxmmﬂxmmmﬁxﬁmkhismiamﬂkxg&ntmsmﬁama&nﬁgﬁ
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But even if the country had besn as fair as a garden of
the Lord's, and as rich withal, that fact would not have helped
tha soldiersg much. Gen. McCleLlan.sternly forbade all unauthoriz-

ed foraging, and enforced his orderq,too. The excess of precaution

and the severith;f his measures to preserve from trespass and




injury every species of property belonging to the people was felt by
LY

~the soldiers as a grievance. Every farmhouse and cottage, was fur

v

nighed with a guard by the army provost guard of

n . A o D
g of ( Gen,) Andrew Porter,

of Bull Run fame, who was Provost Marehall. Ahd this provest guard

went ahead of the main army, so that t it came up,

found the ordere to protect not only

o

sehold goo¢ but to watch over the farm-

L
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ge, the wells, and even the rall fences
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