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Preliminary.

A narretion of the events immedialely preceding the great
American wer velongs to other and more pretentious and elaborate
histories.s The record of the First Minnesota begins with the
incidente which called it into existence, and, as to its actual
military services, that record ends with the circumstances
immediately connected with the literal closing of the war,=—

"hen the war drumsg .throbbed no longer,
And the battle flags were furled.

After a heroic resistance, Fort Sumter was surrendered to
the Confederates, Saturday, April 13, 186l. Bad news travels
fast, and within a few hours after,word of the surrender reached
Lincoln at Washington. He was prepared for its rseception &and
had already determinec what was to be done. The next day=-perhaps
with the thought that,"the better the day the better the deed"=-
he issued a proclamation calling for 75,000 volunteer soldiers

to serve, in conjunction with the 10,000 regulars then composing

the army, for three months, "unless sooner discharged." Some

of his short-sighted advisers thought it altogether probable

& mere show of so formidable a force as 79,000 armed men
would, within two months, bring to their senses the misguided
Confederates, although they alfeady had 200,000 men ready for the
field, had formed a confederated government of several millions

of people, and were swearing to fight to the last ditchs
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Minnesota Offers First Aid to the Wounded Union.

Gov. Alexander Ramsey, of Minnesgota, chanced to be in
Washington when Sumter fell. The next morning, at about 9 o'clock,
after a night of restlessness and.anxiety over the situation,

" he went to the War Department and sought the Secretary, then

Hon. Simon Cameron, of Pennsylvania,(Ramsey's native State)

' Fi
whom he well knews He encountered the Secretary as that officéaﬁ;

who was dressed for & walk and carrying bundles of papers, was
leaving his office, apparently wrought up to strong tension and
bent upon important business.

"What do you want?" asked the Secretary, impatiently;
"I am in a great hurry to attend a meeting in the White House."
The Governor replied: "I simply want to tender you a thousand
men to help defend the country and suppress this=-~--treason.”
"Good!" replied the old Secretary, almost exultingly,; “ﬁ&t down
and put your tender in writing and leave it here." And then
the rugged old War Minister hastened away.(Ramsey's Journal.)
In a few minutes the tender was written and laid on Secretary
Cameron's table.

Trese facts have been published often and conspicuously
and never disputed; and they prove that in the great war Minne-
sota, then to all intents the youngest State in the Union, made
the first offer of men to defend and preserve it. Secretary
Cameron readily accepted Gov. Ramsey's teﬁder and formally acknow=
ledged it. The acceptance was published Monday morning; probably

it was written Sunday night.
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On Monday, April 15, the President made requisitions for
troops upon the Governors of all the States then not in secession.

The executives of Virginia, Nerth Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas,

Missouri, and Kentucky refused; and shortly thereafter the first

four named had joined the Confederacy. Gov. Ramsey, still de=
tained in Washington, promptly telegraphed the acting Governor of
¥innesota, Lieut=Gov. Ignatius Donnelly, instructiing him to issue
an immediate call for volunteers. That was an instruction to the
pugnacious and patriotic Donnelly's liking, and straightway he
obeved it. The first Minnesota newspapers issued after the
receipt of Ramsey's order appeared on Tuesday morning and they
contained the formal call of Lieut.Gov. Donnelly for volunteers.*
After admission into the Union, in May, 1858, and for
fifteen years or so0, Minnesota had on paper==-but practically
nowhere else=--& magnificent army of State Militia, composed of
about forty regiments, all properly numbered, officered, and
divided into companies. Gov. Sibley, the State's first chief
magistrate, had appointed, as the supreme commander of all the
militia, Joseph R. Brown, who in many respects was the most
prominent character in early Minnesota history, giving him the
rank and title of major general. Under him were brigadiers,
colonels, and otker subordinates. Not a single regiment of the
Minnesota militia was ever paraded or assembled as an organiza-
tion. From time to time, however, certain companies had been
organized, uniformed, armed, and had a creditable existence.

Occasionally too=-as in the "Wright County War," the Sunrise

*Tor copies of the original orders and papers referred tc see
Minn. in Civil & Ind. Wars,Vol.2,pp.l-3.
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Expedition, the Inkpadoota outrages, and al other emergencies--
these companies had done the State some service.

In St. Paul, Company A of the Twenty-third Regiment of
Militia was an efficient organization. It was armed, uniformed,

and well drilled,‘and the personnel of its members was of a high

} v .
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order. Its commanders;, Capt. ﬁhex. Wilkin, had been & captain

in the.regular army during the Mexican War, and was an accomplished
goldier. The company was organized in 1856, in Territorial days,
and was called the Pioneer Guard. At intervals many men who then
were, or subsequently became, prominent characters were members
of the organization.

Lieut. Gov. Donnelly verbally notified the officers of the
Pioneer Guard on Monday (before the appearance of his proclamation
in the papers on Tuesday morning) that volunteers were required
and he asked them to take proper and especially immediate action.
That night the Guard met at its armory, and many of the members,
with many other patriotic citizens, signed an agreement pledging
themselves to regularly enlist as socldiers the next morning, as

soon as the formal call should appear.




The First Volunteer.

The first man to sign this agreement was Josias R, King,
& Virginian bred, but who had lived some years in Minnesota.
Ae the signing of the pledge was virtually an enlistment, Col.
King heas always claimed, with reason, the distinction of having
been the senior volunteer in the United States service during the
great war., He rose from orderlv sergeant to a captaincy in the
First Minnesota, and then became a lieutenant colonel in the U. g.
velunteer forces. He still lives in St. Paul, respected and
honored, not alone for his distinction &s the first volunteer,
but for his high character and personal worth. He readily admits
that it was the opportunity presented him to first enlist which
gave him th= honor. There were hundreds of his fellow citizens
&s eager &s he to offer themselves to the country to defend and
preserve it, but the opportunity did not come for some hours
after the meeting in the St. Paul Armory, Monday night, April 15,

1861,
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The Fires of Patriotism Sweep the State.

The war feeling in the young pioneer State had been ardent
and strong for many months, as the preparations for hostilities
by the Southern secessionists went forward. The feeling wus
greatly intensified now that the Southerners had fired upon the
Stars and Stripes and declared that they would fight to the bitter
end for the disruption of the Union.

There were no telegraph systems throughout the State and
only one line within its borders. It had been put up the previous
year and its single wire connected St. Paul with La Crosse. But
with almost incredible swiftness the thrilling war news flew
through the State. In a few days every town, hamlet, and neigh-
torhood was stirred to action. It was as if a Malise had been
sent with the fiery torch to every dis}rict to rally the clans and
bid them repair in instant time to Lag;ick Mead or some other
muster plece.

In an eloquent and inspiring proclamation, Lieut.Gov.
Donnelly had, on Tuesday morning, April 16, called for one regi-
ment of ten companies of infantry to report to the Adjutant
General of the State, Wm. H. Acker, of St. Paul, for a service of
three months. He announced that this requisition was made pur-
suant to the requisition of the President for "troops to support
the Government." Each of the ten companies was to be composed
of a captain, two lieutenants, four sergeants, four corporals,

one bugler, and 64 privates.

The call met with enthusiastic response from every

occupied portion of the State. Hon. Clement C, Clay, of Alabam&,==-
which State had seceded-~-was in St. Paul on private business at

the time. PReturning to his home, at Huntsville, he warned his
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fellow-citizens, in a public address, that the war they had under=
taken would be a bloody one and might last five years. He assured
them that t-e Yorth would fight to the death, and was thoroughly
aroused; that in far=off and primitive Minnesota, from whenée he
had just come, the pioneers and frontiersmen of that young, poor,
and scantily populated cormonwealth were thronging forward to
fight for the Union, and with earnest zeal were demanding to be
led to the battle-field.

Public meetings were at once held in &ll the larger
towns-~-and by the census of 1860 the population of St. Paul,
the largest town in the State, was but 10,279-- and these meetings
were attended bv all classes and addressed by the best speakers
of every shade. of opinion. All political party lines were wholly
ignored.

%Then none was for a party; then all were for the State.d)

In St. Pavwl, Stillwater, St. Anthony, Minneapolis,Winona,
Faribault, Mankato, and many smaller towns &and villages, there
were enthusiastic and inspiriting war meetings. ZEZvery able-
bodied man that could mmk volunteer as a soldier was willing to do
g0} he who could not,devoutly wished he could. The people were all
newcomers and the most of them were poor. Many & man, though
patriotic as a Spartan, could not enlist without abandoning &
wife and little ones to peril and privation upen & lonely frontier.
But there were many others more fortﬁn&tely situated and they
were brave and e&ager.

The result was natural. The enrollment of volunteers

for the war went on rapidly. On Monday, April 29, the ten com-

panies that had been called for were assembled at Fort Snelling,
i

.
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the designated rendezvous, as directed by Adjutant General Acker.
That day, however, Gen. Acker resigned his position in the
State militia to become & captain in the First Minnesota regiment.
To succeed him Gov. Ramsey appointed Hon. John B. Sanborn, then a

St. Paul lawyer, whose only apparent qualifications for the place

W
were that he was thorougly loyal and had been chairman of the

committee on military affairs in the Senate branch of the preced=
ing State Legislature. He often said that when appointed to this
highly important military position he hardly knew gunpowder from

black sand, and had never seen a musket cartridge in his life. Yet
he learned fast and when the war closed he wore the twin stars of

a major general and had won them by services in the field.




Official Roster of the Companies.

The ten companies, as companies, had all been organizations
in the State militia; but each of them had received recruits and
accessions from those who had never been in the State service,
and was therefore practically a new organization. The titles of
the companies, the localities where they were organized, their
commigsioned officers, the number of men in them and their former
designation in the State militia were as follows:

Company A, Pioneer Guard, St. Paul—-Captaig,Alexander
Wilkin; First LieutenanE,Henry C. Coates; Second LieutenanE,Chas.
Zierenberg. Number of men, 96. Designation in the militia,
Company A, 23d regiment.

Company B, Stillwater Guards, Stillwater-~Captaiq}Car-

lyle A. Bromley; First Lieutenant}Mark V. Downie; Second Lieuten-

anb Minor T. Thomas. Number of men,99. Designation in the militia,

Company A, 25th regiment.

Company C, St. Paul Volunteers, St. Paul--Captai%,W « Ho

Acker; Pirst Lievtenan§)Wilson B. PFarrell; Second Lieutenang

Samuel T. Raguet. Number of men, 75. Designation in the militia,
Company B, 23d regiment.
Company D, Lineoln Guards, Vinneapolis--CaptainJHenry R.

Putnam; First Lievtenanp,Gec. H. Woods; Second LieutenantJDewitt

C. Smith. Number of men, 98. Designation in the militia, Company
A, 16th regiment.
Company E, St. Anthony Zouaves, St. Anthony=~Captain,

Geo. N. Morgan; First Lieutenant, John B. Gilfillan; Second Lieuten=

)

ant, George Pomeroy. Number of men 86. Designation in the militia,

/ /

Comparny A, 1l7th rdgiment.
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Company ¥, Fed Wing Volunteers,(also called Goodhue

Countvy Volunteers) Red Wing--CaptaiW William Colvill'; First

Lieutenan?)A, Bdward Welch; Second Lieutenant )Mark A. Hoyte

Number of men, 100. Designation in militia, Company A, 7th
regiment.

Company G, Faribault Guards, Farihault—-CapfaiQ’Wm. H.
Dike; First Lieutenant Nathan S. Messick; Second Lieutenang
Wm. %, Smith. Number of men, 10l. Designation in th: militia,
Corpany A, 8th regiment.

Company H, Dakota County Volunteers, Hastings--Captain’
Chas. Powell Adams; First Lieutenant)Orrin T. Haves, Second
Lieutenanﬁ)Wm. B. Leach. Number of men, 83. In militia, Company
A, 13th regiment.

Company I, Wabashaw Voluntesrs, Wabashaw-—Cavtaiglﬁohn
Pell; First Lieutenant, Joseph Harley; Second Lieutenanﬁ)Chas.
Halsey. Number of men, 82. Designation in the militia, Company
A, 5th regiment.

Company K, Winona Veolunteers, Winona=-Captain Ilenry C.
Lester; First Lieuﬁenan%’Gustavus Adclpnhus Holtzborn; Second
LieutenanE}Joseph Perriam. Number of men, 79. Designation in

militia Company B, 2d rsgiment.

Total number of men, exclusive of field and staff officers,

The companies had been "accepted, " but not mustered, into
service as follows: Company A, April 19; Company B, April 20;
Company C, April 22; Company D, April 23; Companies F and G,

April 25; Companies H, I, and K, April 26.




MUSTERIWG IN THE MEN,

The assembling of the companies at Fort Snelling was for
the purpose of muster in and the organization of the regiment in
the voluntesr sarviece of the United States. The companies all
reached the Fort the same day. The first company on thse ground
was the Winona company, which arrived garly in the morning an the
gtoamer Golden Era. At 10 o'clock came the two St. Paul companies,
the Red Wing, the Faribault, and the Hastings companies, 2ll on
tha staamer Ocean Wave. The Faribault company had been transport-
ed in wagons fron Paribauvlt to the river. At 11 o'clock came the
Minneap-lis and St. Anthony companies, which had mads & practice
march from their homes und were cheered as they entaered the Fort_J
by the other companies. The Stillwater company cam2 Over in

wagons, arriving at 5 o'clock. The Wabashaw company arrivad at

7 otclock in the evening on the Key City.

At 12 o'clock, high noon, a flag was raised on the old
Fort flagstaff. As the colors ascended and & strong April breeze
flung them out, the cannon fired the national salute of 34 guns, an
the nmultitude cheersd.(See Winona Daily Republican,May 1,1861.)

hen came the first dinner, which was servsd on tables of
rough boards, with a service of tin cups and tin plates, but was
really relished by the volunteers and many visitors that were
invited guests. The rough and primitive features of the feast
only added a peculiar relish to it. (Lochren.)

About 1 o'eclock the mustering began. Capt. Anderson D.
Yelson, of the regular army, had been detailed as the mustering
officer, with Lieut. Sanders as assistant. Dr. J. H. Stewart,

of St. Paul, had been appoipted examining surgeon. The officers




did their work in the presence of many spectators=-"about as

many citizens as soldiers," szid the St. Paul Pioneer.

The process was sufficiently thorough. Bach company
wag ordered into lines separately. Then the mustering officers
and Dr. Stewart walksd along in front and rear, cursorily ex-
amining the men. Afterwards 2ach man's name was called and he
was inspected closely. Nearly all were accepted. Then -the oath
of muster was taken by companies. The msn uncovered their heads,
held up their right hands, and Capt. Nelson administered the oath,
the same obligation which the soldiers of the United States had
taken for 80 years, "that vou will bear true allegiance to the
United States of America, and that vou will serve them® honestly
and faithfully against all their enemies and opposers whatsoever,"
etec. The enlistment was for but three menths.

Onlv seven companies were mustered tne first day. The
Wabashaw company (I) did not arrive at the Fort until late in the
evening, and the Hastings and Winona companies (respectively H
and K) were not quite full and were allowed time to fill up to
the maximum number. It is asserted that all three of these com=-
panies were mustered the following day.(Lochren.)

Governor Ramsev, Adjutant General Sanborn, and the acting
adjutant of the regimsnt, Jacob J. Noah, were at their posts

early and all day. In the afternoon the Adjutant General

*The makers of the Constitution and the authors of the sarly laws,
when using a pronoun to refer to the United States always emploved
the plural form. See U,S.Constitution, Art.III,Sec.3,and early
laws.
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announced the field officers of the regiment. The appointments
had alrszady been agreed upon and privately made known, but they
were raceived with apparént surprise and delight and heartily
cheered. Nearlv everything that happened was cheered, and SO
there were much hurrahing and enthusiasm. The field officers,
by appointment of the Governor, were: Colonel, Willis Arnold
Gorman; Lieutenant Colonel, Stephen Miller; Major, Wm. H. Dike.
According to Lochren, Col, Gormen appointed as the regiment's
gtaff officers Lieut. Thomas Foster, quarterm&stz;yand Dr. Jacob
H. Stewart, surgeon; but the official roster shows that Geo. H.
Woods was appointed quartermaster. The next day Dr. Chas. W.
Boutillier was made assistant surgeon and Lieutenant Wm. B. Leach
became adjutant. Rev., idward Duffield Neill was appointed chap-
lain. The non=commissioned staff were subsequently appointed.
Col. Willis A. Gorman was at the time preeminently the man
begt fitted to cemmand the regiment. He had ability, experience,
and the complete confidence of his men. He was horn in Kentucky,
in 1815, but removad to Indiana in young manhood and becams &
practicing lawyer. Served in two Indiana regiments during the
Mexican War, first as major of the Third Indiana, and during the
battle of Buena Vista, was severely wounded; later was colonel
of the Fourth Indiana, and participated in several angagements
in Mexico. He was elected to Congress from Indiana in 1848 and
again in 1850, serving two terms. In 1853 he was appointed
Territorial Governor of Minnesota and came to St. Paul, which

city was ever afterward his home. He was succeeded in the

% ‘
Governorship by Hon. Samuel Medﬁy, of Ohio, in 1857. At the time

he became colonel of the First Minnesota Bov. Gorman was 45 years

of age, in the prime of manhood, looked every inch the soldier and
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the man, and it was felt that under his leadersnip the First

Minnesota would maks an honorabhle rzcord if not a distinguished
one. He was promoted to brigadier general Oct. 1, 1861, and his
subsequent distinguished and honorable military career during the
war is sketched in the following pages. Gen. Gorman died ij
St. Paul in May, 1876.

Lieut. Col. Stephen Miller was born in Pennsylvania in
1816. IHe edited the Harrisburg Telegraph, a Whig Journal, in
1853-55, and came to Minnesota in 1858, locating at St. Cloud.
He was a prominent Republican and knaw little of military matters
in 1861, but he lesarned fast. He was promoted to lieutenant
colonel of the Seventh Minnesota in August,1862; became a
brigadier general in October, 1863, and resigned in January,
1864, to assume the duties of Governor of Minnesota. He died at
Worthington in August, 1881.

Major Dike was a Vermonter. He was at first captain of -
Company G, the Faribault company. On his elevation to the
majority, he was succeeded in the captainey by Hon. Lewis McKune,
who had heen a member of the State Constitutional Convention, etc.
Col. Gorman was a staunch Democmat in polities, and Lieut. Col.
Miller and Major Dike were Republicans; so that the field organi=-
zation of the First Minnesota was non=partisan on its face, as
it was in reality.

With Col. Gorman went his two sons, James W. Gorman,
Who was commissioned captain and served as assistant adjutant
general on his father's staff from September, 1862, until his
death, in February, 1863, and Capt. Kichard L. Gorman, who was

with the regiment in and after the battle of Bull Run, then became
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% a captain in the 34th New York Infantry, and was also for several
montns on tha staff of his father when thse latter became a gen=
aral.

At once the milifary education of the regiment was begun,
and squad, company, and battalion drills were had daily. Hardeg's
tactics constituted the drill system then in vogue. Perhaps
most of the men had undergone some experience on the drill ground,
for a majority of the old militia companies had received more or
legs instruction in tne manual of arms and in the "school of the
company." The unexperienced were not dullards and soon learned
their duties, and within a few days the regiment was not in any
respect a gresn one. The officers were all intelligent men and
many of them werz good drill masters before they received their

commisgions.




HOW THE MEN WERZ EQUIPPED.

The men were fairly well provided with arms. Many of the
militia compa nies had been supplied with muskets "complete,"
and some of the new volunteers who had belonged to these companies
brought their guns, cartridge boxes, etc., with them into the
First Minnesota. Some of thess guns were the (then) new pattaern
of Springfield percussion rifled muskets; not the altered flint-
locks, many of which wer: used by the volunteers in 1861, but new
bright-barreled rifled guns, which shot minie bullets and were

considered the best infantry guns in the service. Others of the

men's guns werse Mississippi rifles, caliber 54, with sword bay=

onats. The irregularly armed werz supplied with pieces of various
patterns from the State's arsenal.. Thos=2 who had Springfield
rifled muskets werz allowed to keep them, but all others were soon
LG -
suppliesd withthe éibcaliber musket, a larger, and in fact a formid=-
able, but very effective arm, that discharged a missile as big
as a man's thumb.(Lochren.)

Yo uniforms had been provided, but the State soon furnished
gach private and non-commissioned officer with a shirt, a black
felt hat, a pair of black pants, and & pair of socks. Other
articles of clothing were supplied from time to time, either by
the men or their friends. The shirts werz woolen, but of various
colors, red predominating. Generally the shirts were of the kind
then affected by steamboat men an: men of the frontiers, and some
of them were very fancifully ornamented with crescents, stars,
trefoils, etc. Company K had gray suits presented by the eitizens

of Winona. The State gave every man a blanket and supplied the
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bunks in the barracks with plenty of good clean straw. Cooking

utensils were furnished in proper quantities.




PERSONNEL OF THE REGIMZNT.

Of the make-up and character of the Regiment at its
muster-in, the late Frank J. Mead, a former Company H man, has
written well and truthfully. In an unpublished manuscript, now
in possession of the Commissionesrs of this work, he thus describes
himself and his comrades of the First Minnesota in April 1861

The First VMinnesota Regiment was probably as cosmopolitan
in its make-up as any other organization in the service of the
country during the Civil War. The men who gserved in this regiment
wers born in nesarly every Yorthern State in the Union, and in many
of the Southern States. There waere among them natives of England,
Ireland, and Wales; of France and Italy; of nearly every province
in the Low Countries; of evary State in Germany, and of each ar
the three Scandinavian countries.

Col. Gorman was born in Kentucky; Lieut=Col. NMiller was
& Pennsylvanian, and laj. Dike a Vermonter. The line officers and
the rank and file were composed of men from every walk in life;
perhaps farmers and lumbermen outnumbered those ofxku®x other
occupations.

In his sketch of the regiment(which is so frequently

raferred to and quoted from in these pagss, Judge Lochren says

of the personnel of the men:

i Little pefsonal examination of the men was necessary,
as care had been taken to enlist none having any personal defect.
The men were brawny and stalwart and of all professions, trades,
and callings. There wera many in the ranks that sought for no
office, yet were well fitted by natural ability, education, and
training to discharge well the duties of any position, civil
or military.




THE MINNZSSOTIANS NOT MEKE MERCENARIES.

Foosevaelt's regiment of Rough Riders did not contain
more and better types of American fighting men than the First
Minnesota contained. But the latter regiment had in certain respects
superior advantages and qualities to Roosevelt's men.

The men of the First Minnesota knew why they had ehlisted.

Their svmpathy was as strong for the Union cause as if it had

veen thelir own personal concern. Thevy knew what the war was
atout and they could discuss it intelligently. It is claimed that
there were not in the entire regiment ten men who could not read
and write. Thev were incensed against their Southern EXRUREXEXXX
kxgimnaxxxx brethren who had, without cause or provocation, but
maliciously and wickedly, begun the war, and they were willing
peril their lives in an effort to punish them as they deserved

t¢ be punisired. There were no mere mercenaries or adventurers

in the First lMinnesota.




THE FIRST DAYS OF CAMP LIFE,

The men of the Regiment always remembered gratefully their
first days as soldiers at Fort Snellings Their condition then
was far superior to what it was ever afterward. They cleaned out
and soon had cosy and neat the old quarters in the fort which had
been occupied by the regular scldiers forty ycars before, when
Col. Snelling was in command, and 32 years before, when Zachary

Tavlor was in command, etcs Visitors; in bevies, swarms, and

crowds came up every day, "to see the soldgers.” The ladies

brought impractical and unsubstantial sweetmeats and nick-nacks
of every sort and also fair words and bright smiles and were
alwavs welcomed.
Then there were social occasions of a military sort.

On May 1, Col. Gorman was presented with a fine sword by his
friend and compatriot, Maj. W. J. Cullen, of St. Paul. The
ceremony of presentation was witnessed by &« big crowd. That day
also EZx-Gov. Sibley sent the Regiment $100 as & contribution to
its emergency fund. The next day the first regimental drese
parade was held and a great multitude of men, women, and children

witnessed ite.
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FIRST SERVICES IN MINNASOTA.

The first services performed by any of the companies of
the regiment were rendered in Minnesota, as garrisons of the
Government's forts in the State. These military pcsis--or "forts,"
as they were officially termed--were Fort Ridgely, on the Minnesota,

in Nicollet County, a hundred miles west of St. Paul; Fort
Ripley, on the upper Mississippi, in Crow Wing County, a hundred
miles northwest of St. Paul, and Fort Abercrombie, on the North
Dakota bank of the Red River, 15 miles above the present site of
Wahpeton, and nearly 225 miles northwest of Fort Snelling. Fort
Ridgely, the oldest post, was built in 1853 and Ripley and Aber=-
crombie were constructed later. All these posts had been garrison=

ed bv soldiers of the regular army up to shortly before the
outbreak of the War.

On the 15th of April, three days after Sumter was fired
upon, the garrison of Fort Ridgely came to St. Paul on the steamer
Fanny Harris, en route to Washington under orders. The garrison,
for some months, had been chiefly composed of Iwo batteries of
artillery, Company F of the Fourth, and Company I of the Second
Regiment. The two were under Maj. John C. Pemberton, of the Fourth
Artillery, and who, for two years, had been cormander o¢f the post

oAlim Called
at Fort Ridgely. Battery I was generatly -lnewn—am Sherman's
Battery, from its commander, Brevet-Major Thos. W. Sherman. He
and his family, with the remainder of the men, the horses, etec.,
reached St. Paul April 16, on the little steamer Antelope, but

hurried on to La Crosse, stopping at the wharf in St. Paul only

long enough to purchase forage for the horses.
mﬁlﬁuaLﬁum$MT .
The panny warris,)on which ,aj. pemberton and the batteries
READE X N py2J* p
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made the trip from Fort Ridgely to St. Paul, even by the tortuous
channel of the Minnesota, in 18 hours. This force also halted but a
few hours in St. Paul. Soon after reaching Washington the Major
regigned and entered the Confederate service. His military career
practically closed when he surrendered Vicksburg to Grant. Maj.
Sherman became & Union major general.(Hist.Minn.State Agl.Soc'y.,
p.69.)

The Government for@g}in(iinnesota were now garrisoned
by detachments of the SaCOngziggzgtry. These, about May 1, were
ordered to Washington, and on May 4, Gen. Scott directed Gov.,
Ramsey to send at once six companies of the First Regiment, two
tc eadh fort, to relieve the companies of the Second Regulary
Enfentey at Ridgely, Ripley, and Abercrombie. The movement was
to be made as soon as the companies were fully armed and equipped,
and the remaining companies were to remain at Fort Snelling and
await further orders.

The men of the cormpanies likely to be affected by this
order, were greatly disappointed and disconcerted upon its being
made known. Thev said they had ethdisted tc fight the condemned
and degenerate rebels against the Union, not to dry up and shrivel
away under the lonely and dispiriting conditions at the isolated
frontier posts--"yet, if Uncle Sam says sc, we must obey orders,
and it's all right."

But when it was realized that several days must elapse

before the order could be carried out, and that in the meanwhile

it might be countermanded and the Regiment sent to the front,
where great glory awaited them, the men became reconciled and

unapprehensive, although Col. Gorman continued preparations for
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executing Gen. Scott's instructions about the forts. The companies
sent to Riplev and Abercrombie must be provided with wagone for
the transportation of commissary and quartermaster's supplies,
and there must be a wagon-muster. So the noted and noble old
pioneer, Anson ﬂorthrf;, was appointed to the position.

The date of the complete organization of the ERegiment
wag April 30; for on that day Col. Gorman notified Gov. Ramsey
that the regiment had been mustered into the service, was "feady
for duty," and awaited the orders of the Secretary of War, saying:
"The First Regiment of Minnesota Volunteers, 950 men strong, are

fully organized and mustered into service and aweit your orders."

And yet the Regiment was hardly readv for active duty.

Three days later the Colonel notified Gov. Ramsey that immediate
provision must be made for uniforming the men, who, he said,
numbered 867; that theyv nceded shoes, shirts, caps, and socks,
of the regular army pattern; that they were without proper camp
and garrison equipamge, and had no knapsacks, canteens, tents,
cooking uvtensils, axes, picks, or spades. A regiment without
these articles could hardlv be considered readyv for active dutye.
I+ was six days after the Colonel's notice, or May 9, when the
black hats and black trousers were given the men.

Then, with their red shirts, or the blue ones with the
pictureSon them, the men were picturesquely, if not fashionably,
arrayed. True, thev resembled New York firemen off duty or
Baltimore "plug uglies" ready for service; but that was how they

loak, far the firemen and the plugs were renowned
fighters! The men of the Winona ccmpany, however, continued to

wear their neat gray uniformse.
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AGREE TO SERVE THREE YEARS,

But May 7 ths Secretary of War suggested to Gov. Ramsey
that the Regiment re-enlist and be mustered into the service for
three years, instead of serving for but three months. It secemed
probable now that it would take longer to suppress the greaf
rebellion than was at first thought! The Secretary said that no
more three months men would be accepted from any source; that the
First Minnesota, not having taken the field,would, if its members
consented, be mustered out and be re=-enlisted for three years.

The re=-enlistment would be voluntary, and the places of those
declining to serve longer were to be filled by new recruits.

The sentiment for re-enlistment was practically unani-
mous, even with the possible contingency of having to serve for
three years. The desires of the men were ascer-tained, and May 10
a communication, signed by every officer in the Regiment, was
sent to Gov. Ramsey tendering, through him, to the President
the Regiment for a service of "three years, or during the war."
The tender was accepted and the next day, pursuant to the orders
of the Secretary of War, Capt. Nelson re-mustered the men for
three years, from May 11,1861, though their term of service really
began--and was so accounted==April 29.

Gov. Ramsey was then in Washington, and though the tender
had been addressed to him, it was received by Lieut-Gov.

Donnelly and duly forwarded. The next day the Governor telegraph-

ed that the men of the First Regiment must know that their being

permitted to enlist for three years was,"a favor which has been

extended to no other regiment." A year later the obligation was
reversed, and it was the Government that felt itself "favored"

when & regiment enlisted for three years! Not many men declined
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to re=-enlist. The vacuencies occasioned by those that did decline
were very promptly filled.

More occasions, social and otherwise, but all enjoyable,
were now indulged in. On the 14th of May the friends of Col.
Gorman presented him with a fine horse, a saddle, bridle, etc.

A week later, in response to an invitation from the ladies of
Minneapolis and St. Anthony, the Regiment marched up to the Falls
and were banqueted in the fine grove then on Nicollet Island.

May 24, when the Regiment, as announced, had been filled
to the maximum, it went to St. Paul and, at the east front of the
then State capitol building, received the State flag which it
carried through its term of service. The flag had been made by
the ladies of St. Paul and in their behalf was presented in a
finished speech by Mrs. Anna E. Ramsey, the wife of the Governor.
Col. Gorman received the banner in an eloquent and even grandilo=-
quent speech and gave it to Sergt. Howard E. Stansbury, of Com=
pany A, with earnest instructions to "bear it aloft," and if he
should "fall in defense of it" his last words were to be,"Save

the colors of the FPirst Regiment."® TFollowing, there were rous=-
ing cheers, the thunders of cannon, etc., until the air was
filled with enthusiastic patriotism and patriotic enthusiasm. The
Regiment then marched to the Winslow House, on upper Third street,
and enjoyed an elaborate i sumptuous banquet. It was then taken
back to Fort Snelling on fine steamboats Northern Belle and

Hawkeye State.

*Sergeant Stansbury did not care for the flag very long, although
it was given to him under such solemn and impressive circumstances.,
A few days later he was made a lieutenant in the regular army andg@
left the Regiment.
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days were a . rd vividly recalled& when the Regi-
ment w?§ floundering in the mire of the Chickahominy and the mud
M. ( f :
P

it uld
of Padwmauith, or marching on scanty rations and weary feet over the

Vido \[é

red clay roads of "old Virginia." Referring to them, Lochre
says: "During this period, and, indeed, so long as the Regiment

remained there, Fort Snelling was daily thronged "y visitors

from all parts of the State=-the soldierd&' relatives, frianmds,

and neighbors, who were often charged with distributing articles
of comfort and conveniance prepared by the ladies of different

localities throughout the State."




TAKING CHARGE OF THE LOCAL FORTS.

The design that detachments of the First Regiment should
constitute the guards and garrisons of the three Government
forts in the State, for a time, was neither abandonad or changede.

May 28 Maj. Dike, in command of Company B, the Stillwater com-
pany, and Company G, the Faribault company, set out, on the
steamer Frank Steele and via the Minnesota river, to relieve the
garrison at Fort Ridgely, then composed of two companies of the

Second . U. 8. Infantry, under Maj. Patton. At that period, and for

years later, the Minnesota was navigable for light-draught

steamboats, in the hoating season, as far up as the Lower Sioux
Agency, six miles below Redwood Falls, and often far beyond.

The next day after Maj. Dike's command left, Company A,
Capt. Wilkin, marched for Fort Ripley, to relieve the companies
of the Second Infantry, under Col. Abercrombie. A week later
Company E, Capt. Morgan, marched also for Ripley, and en route
met Col. Abercrombie, with the former garrison, coming down.
June 10, Company C, Capt. Acker, and Company D, Capt. Putnam,
with Lieut=Col. Miller in command of the battalion, set out on a

march for Fort Abercrombie, 225 miles distant to the north-

It now seemed altogethar probable that the Regiment was
doomed to spend a great deal of time away from the sesat of war,
where glory and fame were to be had for the plucking, and the war
might bs over beforz it would be given a chance to distinguish
itself.

Meanwhile, on May 28, at the close of dress parade, the

ladies of Winona, through Capt. Henry K. Lester, presented the




Regim ent with a fine national flag, the regimental colors,

the Star Spangled Banner-- and long may it wave. This beautiful
standard did not last long. It was virtually shot to pieces

at the first battle of Bull Run, was unfit for service thereafter,
and was raturned to the Minnesota State Capitol, where its

d fragments still are.




GOOD NEWsS!'-2HE REGIMENT ORDERED TO WASHINGTON,

Meanwhile, "to oblige the boys," Gov. Ramsey and
Senators Rice and Wilkinson had heen endeavoring to have the
First Minnesota relieved from garrison duty in the State and
brought to Washington City, where it would be handy in cass of a
fighte On June 12 Senator Rice telegraphed the Governor that
Secretarv of War Cameron refused to order the Regiment on to
Washington,"in consesquence of the departure of several companies
for the forts."

As early as May 13 Adj. Gen. Sanborn had telegraph2d the
Governor=-tnsn temporarily in Washington=-that the Twentiy=Third
Regiment of Minnesota Militia, Col. D. A. Robertson, had the
full regimental complement of men and tendered its serviceg to
the Government "for three years or during the war." §So, when it
szemed that the First Regiment could not be sent to the front,
the alternative of calling out Col. Robertson's regiment and
having it forwarded to Washington was seriously considered.(See

War Records; also Vole.2 Minn. in Civ. and Ind. Wars; als0 news=

papers of June, 1861.)

L

But on receiving Senator Rice's telegram, June 12, Gov.
Ramsey at once tzlegraphed Secretary Cameron bluntly and to the
paints:

Do you want Minnesota Regiment or not? If so, Col.
Gorman's is well drilled and armed and can be in Washington in
ten daysyXEREXExexrxEXxaxgaxxx A full regiment could not be got
up in ten davs, but I can have the forts relisved in lesg time.
Answer.

The old War Secretary took his time about the "answer."
Senator Rice got after him, however, and June 14 he sent it to

Governor Ramsey and it read:
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- Send to Harrisbur to await further orders, Col. Gor=
man's Regiment. Replace the companiss at the forts with companies
of the Secodd Regiment. Report the day the Regiment will be at
Harrisburg.

g
t}

He supplemented this telegram the same day with another,
dirscting that if the Regiment had been nustered for three years
it should come at once to Washington, by way of Harrisburg and
presumably need not stop at the latter place.

Raesponding to the first telegranm, the Governor directed
Adjt. Gen. Sanborn to ~ Col. Gorman to report himself and his
command, "forthwith at Harrisburg." As soon as a swift messenger
could carry it, the Colonel received the order and broke the aLRXEX
official envelope as sagerly as a boy lover opens a letter from
his sweetheart. The St. Paul Pioneer and Democrat of June 16
deseribed what followed the reception of the order at Fort
Snelling:

The naws tnat the First Regiment was ordered to Harrisburg
was transmitted to Fort Snelling about 10 o'clock Friday night.
Almost sverybodv, save the ssntinels, was asle2ps The Colonel and
staff had the information first, and it was received with every
demonstration of delight. Our informant says the Colonel fairly
howled with joye.

The news soon spread to the quarters of the company
officers, and then to the men, and such rejeicing took place as
had never before occurred since the Regiment was mustered in.

The men did not stop to put on their clothing, but rushed around,
hurranhing and hugging one another, as wild as a crowd of school
vovs at the announcement of a vacatione.

There is no sham gratification at being ordered forward.
The men enlisted for actual service in the field, and not to
garrison forts. Many of them are farmers, and would much prefer
being at home this busy season than to spend the summer anywhers
in the State.

And Lochren savs that although the men realized that their
time thus far had been well employed in the drill and discipline

neceggsary to fit them for their duties as soldiers, and that in

going to the seat of war they would lose many of their accustomed
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comforts and fare harder than at Fort Snelling,--yet they had
enlisted to fight to put down the Rebellion and they did not wish
to be disappo.nted. They did not want their experience in the war
to be confined to garrison duty in the local forts, for a
comparatively brief time, when=-the war being over(!)=--they

would be relieved by returning rzgulars who had compesed the
former garrisons. Thev did not want their military experience to
-ba a hloodless one. Oh, if they could have fores22n their futuré!

Almost with the speed 6f & blizzard wind, couriers, with
return orders, rode after the companies that had been gseant out to
the forts. Those dispatched to Ridgely and Ripley had readned
their destinations and were about their dutiss; but Companies
C and D, under Lieut-Col. Miller, wer: toiling along, under tae
blazing skies of a Northwest June and amid myriads of Minnesota
mosquitoes, on the weary way to Fort Abercrombie.

The dispatches of the Colonel, ordering the coupanies
back to Fort Smelling, preparatory to a speedy departure for the
front, were received by them with great joy and exultation. Good
news is always greeted more heartily when received under dis=
appointing conditions. With such acceptance and alacrity wers the
return orders obeyed, that in a week, or by the morning of Friday,

June 21, all the companies were back in Fort Snelling, except

Company A, which had to remain at Fort Riple% and 25 men of

Company G, under Capt. McKune, which had to stay at Ridgely and
guard valuable Government property there until relieved by the
companies of the Second Regiment, then being made rsadye. Therefore
Company A and the detachment of Company G did not reach Snelling

until after the Regiment proper had left the State and caught up




with it at Washington. A rumor rsached Company E at Ripleyv

=] L - v 3
that the Regiment would lecave Snelling Friday morning, and s0
eager were the méen not to be left that they cneerfully obeyed

Capt. Morgan's order to march all night long, and wers Very

Regiment would not depart until the next day.

happy when they got into ths fort at sunrise and learned that the

=




OFF FOR THE FISLD OF DUTY AND GLORY,

At 5 o'clock on the morning of Saturday, June 22, the

Regiment, except Company A, Caﬁ%. Wilkin, and a part of Company G,

*

Capt. McKune, was formed on thepazadd ground at Fort Snelling,
preparatory to setting out for the front. Col. Gorman reported
its numerical strength to be 1,023} probably 900 men or more
were in line. Religious services were held and & brief address
made by Chaplain E. D. Neill, the learned scholar &nd divine,

the accomplished historian, and the earnest patriot. He cut

the services short, for the msn were restless and the good
steamers ¥Yorthern Relle and War BEagle, lying at the fort's wharf,
just under the bluff, had steam up and were straining at their
safety valvss, impatient for their precious human cargo and eager
to bear it forward on its righteous mission.

The services over, the mezn, by companies, were marched
down the bluff road to and on the boats, well crowding them. In
a few minutes the fine palatial=like crafts cast off their shore
linss and turned their prows outward and were soon swiftliy
gliding over the broad, decp bosom of old Father iississippi,
vain of their beauty and grace and proud of the work they were
doinge.

On reaching the upper levee in St. Paul, at the foot of
Bagle stret, the boats landed and the Regiment, by a previous
arrangement, disembarked and marched through the city to the
lower levee, at the foot of Jackson street. This program was
carried out to allow the many friends of the Kegiment in the city
to sayv farewell and Ged speed. It was only 7 o'clock, but:.the

streats were thronged by a sympathetic andpenthusiastic multitude.
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Short time for leave taking, though hearts are sore and fears
are brooding. In half an hour the mesn were aboard the boats
again and sweeping down the river, tne Nortiern Belle for La Crosse
and the War Bagle for Prairie du Chien. TFifty years later the
event was properly celebrated.

Only brief halts wers made en route. At Hastings, ERed
Wing, Lake City, Wabashaw, and "inona, the companies organized
at these places wers allowed to land for fifteen minutes for
parting with relatives and friends. At each stop there was a
quarter of an hour of sighs and tears and sad hearts, mingled
with pride and hope and fond wishes.(Searles.)

The woman of Minnesota had full sympathy for their soldiers.

The fair have always loved the brave. Our women and girls loved

the soldier boys and gave their fzelings practical expression.
Thev fed them dainties and supplied them with comfortswhen they
conld. Thev kxnit socks and made shirts for them and when the
Regiment left St. Pauvl for W ashington nearly every soldier had

a havelock, mads for and given to him by the women of the Capitol

Citv. Of course, after a little while havelocks went out of

popularity and style. The boys didn't care whether or not the
backs of their necks were sunburned; other things were of more
importance.

Minnesota matrons and maidens did their full duty by
their soldier fathers, husbands, brothers, &and sweethearts., They
were actuated as much by love of country as by natural affection
and svmpathy. They were as patriotic and as self=sacrificing as
the Spartan women of old, who, in times of war, gave their
girdles for sword-belts, their hair for bowstrings, and, while
their heart-strings were breaking with love, pushed from EEXXXKXK

their embracas their dearest ones and sent them forth to fight
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~ for the country.

The Northern Belle reached LaCrosse about midnight and the
War Bagle got to Prairie du Chien at 3 o'clock in the morning.
Notwithstanding the unseasonable hour, the people of each little
city turned out in great numbers to meet and welcome the Minne-
sotians. At Prairie du Chien, nearly the entire population of the
modest but patriotic burg came forth from their beds and homes
and received them wita an artillery salute and the most profuse
nospitality.(Lochren.)

It must be borne in mind that at that time, and for more
than a year later, the nearest railroad depots to Minnesota were
at La Crosse and Prairie du Chien. The railroads whicu they
represented were in imperfect condition and had but livited
facilities. WNeither the LaCrosse or the Prairie du Cnien depot
could entrain 900 men on & single train or a single day. For this
reagson, both depots and their roads had to be utilized in trans-
porting the First Regimsnt from the Mississippli River to Chicago.
Luckily both roads made connection at Janesville, Wis., and there
was a good solid roadbed from thence to Chicago.

From both LaCrosse and Prairie du Chien railway trans-
portation in firsteclass passenger cars was furnished the Minne-
sotians. How often afterward did they remember tais! Many of
the men had never ridden on a railway car before and the sensation
was as novel as it was pleasant. Moreover, both detachments

wers given bountiful and sumptuous dinners next day as the guests

of the railwoad company. The junction at Janesville was made

on time and the Regiment arrived in Chicago at 6 o'clock on the
vening of June 23« The entire trip through Wisconsin was really a

great continuous ovation.




Brave boys are they,; gone at their country's call;
And yzt--ah! yet,=-~-we cannot forget
That manv brave bovs must fall!

"

At the depot of the Northwestern Railroad in Chicago, a
great ‘crowd had assembled to greet the Regiment with hearty and
enthusiastic cheers. The Mavor of the city,"Long John" Wentworth,
the old friend and associate of Gov. Sibley and a long=time
friend of Minnesota,® made the men a short but very complimentary
speech of walcome. Then he rodes with Col. Gorman at tune head of
the Regiment as it marched, through crowded and cheering strets,
to the Pittsburg & Fort Wayne depot. Although the time of day was
nzar sunset, thousands were on the streets to see the volunt:ers
from Minnesota, whose coming had been announced. All the Chicago
newspapers, on the morning of the 24th, made a news fazature of the
passage of the Regiment through the city, although it had been
preceded by several other regiments. The Tribune said:

Qur city has been for some days on the gqui vive to see
the first installment of troops from loval Minnesota pass through
the streets en route for the seat of war. Their arrival last
evening was heralded by a dispateh from our gspecial reporter at
Janesville, and a bulletin from the Tribuns office. Am immense
concourse of spectators greeted their arrival at the Chicago & North-
western Railroad depot, where taev debarked from the cars at
6 o'elock.

Gallant Minnesota deserves high eredit for her nobls sons
and their appearance yesterday. They have enjoyed in their
make-up that rare and excellent process ofselection and culling
from the older States which has thrown into the van of civiliza-
tion the hardy lumbermen and first settlers in the Northwest
wilds. There are few regiments we have ever seen th.t can compare
in brawn and muscle with these Minnesotians, used to the ax, the
plow, the rifls, the oar and the setting polz. They ars unques=
tionably the finest body of troops that has yet appeared in our
strets.

*He was a Member of Congre2ss when Minnesota was or anized as a
: g
Territory.
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The Regiment arrived in Chicago at 6 P.M. and four hours
later, or at 10 o'clock, in the first-class cars of the Pitts-
burg, Fort Wavne & Chicago Railway, departed for Harrisburg. Good
m=als were furnished the man by the railroad company and every=
thing possinhle done for their comfort. Pittshurg was reached
at midnight. At Huntington, in the mountains of Pennsylvania,
just as the sun was rising, the train halted for fifteen minutes.

-~

Barly as was the hour, the ladies of the place were ready and
waiting. As soon as the train stopped, they boarded it laden
with hot and delicious coffee, pastry, etc., and gave the men a
bountiful luncheon.

Harrisburg was reached at 10 O'clock in the fcrenoon of
the 25th. The Regiment left the cars and went into & "camp of
instruction," recently established, and where were already several
other new regimentd in tents. The entire trip from Fort Snelling
had been practically a grand junket. Companies A and K, that had
been temporarily left behind in Minnesota were commiserated
because they had missed such a good tim=.

The men of the Regiment expected to remain in the Harris-
burg instruction camp “or some time and be drilled and otherwise
prepared for their further duties, although Col. Gorman had fairly
drilled their legs off at Fort Snelling. But at the unseasonable
hour of 3 o'clock, on the morning following their arrival, the
men were called out of their sleeping quarters and rushed aboard
a train of cattle cars bound for Baltimore.

Cattle cars! No soft velvet and plush seats with comfort-

able backs, and springy cars with the furnishings of esalons, but

dirty, even filthy, foul smelling, open cars, seatless and spring-

legs and void of comforts of any class! They had hitherto carried
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only cattle en route and after the last trips had not been.

cleaned! Many of the men among the more fastidious preferred
to stand up while riding in them, although & man had &ll he could
do to keep h's feet, so rough and swaying were they. Others
made & virtue of necessity and sat on their knapsacks. Still others
mocked at conditions and mooed, bellowed, and bawled in simulation
of real cattle in transit for the market. The men thought they
were enduring the real hardships of war as thev rode along under
such uncomfortable conditions. A y:ar later these same "hardsh.ps"
would have been welcomed as luxuries.
Soon the train left Pennsylvania and entered Maryland.
All along ths railroad the people were Unionists and by waving
flags and handkerchiefs let the Regiment know trneir sentiments.
A large majority of the people of the State were loyal to the old
flag, although, two months before, as the work of rabid secession=
ists, the blood of Union soldiers had "flecked the gtreets of
Baltimore."™ Nearing thut city the men were greeted by the first
hostile demonstration, when an old woman angrily shook & broom
at them!
At Baltimore=--as in nearly every otner city at that day,
and for vears later,=-=-different systems of railrcad did not
connect their depots. There were few union depots. A depot of
one road might be on the north side of a town and the depot of
enother road might be on the south side. .The Regiment had to
march through Baltimore from the Pittsburg depot to that of the
Baltimore & Washington.
Two months before the Sixth Massachusetts, while passing
. 74 N
quietly through the streets, had been fired upon by a secesh

mob and a few of its men were killed and others wounded. The
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First Minnesota did not inviteguch & demonstration, but the men

were ready for it. They loaded their muskets and fixed their
bayvonets and would have used them to effect had the frowning,
scowling fellows they passed on the sidewalks even snapped &
C&P «

Baltimore was left late in the afternoon andzExskXRxmEmmxX
Vashington City reached at 10 o'clock at night. Quarters for the
night were obtained in the Assembly rooms, and Hon. Cyrus Aldrich,
one of Minnesota's Congressmen, furnished a supper. The first

stage of the journey was over.




AT WASHINGTON.

The next morning, June 27, after its arrival in Washington
the Regiment went into camp, half & mile east of the capitol
building. The camp was & fine cne. It was well furnished and the
surrovddings were all that could be desired. But daily and
tiresome drills wer: resumed  during the stay of a week, although
the men had become fairly proficient in these exercises before
they left Minnesota. They were told that the object of so much
training was to make them disciplined and brave, 8o that they
would stard the severest shock of battle without breaking and do
tmeir whole duty as soldiers. This theory was tc be put to the
test, and all were anxious for it.

0l1d Gen. Winfield Scott, the grand old hero of many
wars, was now in general command of the armies of the United

States. He was 75 years of age, but possessed & vigorous mind
was & true patriot, and had the confidence of the

people. In April he had offered the active command to Robert

E. Lee, tut Virginia seceded April 17, and Lee chose to go with

his State. Bventudlly Gen. Scott gave the command of the forces
in and about Washington to Gen. Irvin McDowell, a very faithful
soldier but a mediocre one. As the frontiersmen said, he was
"not big enough for his job." McDowell was a West Pointer, had
served with credit in the Mexican War and on Gen. Scott's staff
and had been made a brigadier early in May.

The authorities of the Confederacy had removed its capital
from Montgomery, Alabama, to Richmond, Virginia, 100 miles or so
from Washington. It was a popular idea that the Union army be

sent down to capture the rebel capital, make prisoners of the
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‘rebel President and the Rebel Congress, and end the war! For
weeks Horace Greely, in the New York Tribune, and many other
wiseacres in the North had been crying out,"On to Richmond! On to
Richmond! Why don't our army move upon the rebel forces ard the
rebel capital at once}"

Virginia had not fairly seceded until the forces
representing the rebellious States were along the Potomac and
elsewhere on the Virginia borders preparing to defend her "sacred
80il" from invasion by the "Northern hordes." Confederate flags
were soon flying within plain sight of Washington and Confederate
troops were defending them.

The Confederate authorities had sent up Gen. Pierre
Gustave Toutant Reauregard to command their forces in front of
Washington. Gen. Joseph E. Johnston was the supreme commander
the Confederate forces in all Virginia, but he was ovef in the
Shenandoah Valley, with a snug little army of some 10,000 men,
and he had left the Confederate situvation in Virginia south of
Washington in charge of Gen. Beauregard. To watch Gen. Johnston,
keep him from comi%%ﬂﬁo feﬁpfagard's help, if the latter should

VWA, OB )
need it, was the Unio@KGeneral Robert Patterson, with a force,
nearly all three months' men, fifty per cent in the aggregate
larger than Joe Johnston's. Gen. Patterson was an o0ld man &lmost
to the ‘peint of infirmity.

Very soon after & military situvation and condition was
establigshed in Washington, Gen. MecDowell began despatching small
parties of Union troops into Virginia to lesarn the situation and
"feel of the enemy." The Confederates, too, were reconnoitering
and scouting ahout their side of the Potomac. On the 24th of

May, 5,000 Union troops moved over from Washington and occupied

the town of Alexandria. There was no resistance on the part
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«Qf the Confederates save that Col. Elmer H. Ellsworth, of a noted

regiment called the Fire Zouaves, wuas shot and killed by a hotel

keeper named Jackso% whose secession flag the Union colonel had

pulled down and was carrying away. The Virginia Confederates,
500 in number, under Col. Geo. H. Terrett, according to orders
y ] »

retired without resistance.




ON VIRGINIA'S "SACRED SOIL."

The First Minnesota crossed the Potomac and first pressed
the soil <f old Virginia at the ancient town of Alexandria,

Jvly 3, 1861. The Regiment was hrought down the river from Washing-
ton by steamers from the navy yard and lended at the Alexandria

wharf at noon. The little but historic olc town was silent;

grass was growing in the streets, and all the residence houses

seemed deserted. This was George Washington's town, and not far

away rest his remains. He it was who maintained the flag of the

stars and stripes at most critical periods, and now in his

former home town there wersz none to do it reverence. Everybody

was its enemy.

As the Regiment marched throught the streets the men
cheered, but there was no response. The only living persons in
the place sgeemed to e negroes, who stood in flocks at the street
corners looking upon the soldiers in dead silence and blank
astonishment. The Regiment was inspected by Gen. McDowell,
and marched & mile west of Alexandria, and w:nt into camp in a
twenty=acre fielde. All about were the camps of comrade vol=

untecrs.

Fort Bilsworth was half & mile west and here thefllgﬁ>

New York Infantry, or the Fire Zovav:s, were quartered. Pictur=-
esque loocking fellows they were)in the uniforms of the French=
Arabian Zouaves, with red fez caps covering shaved heads, blue
cut-away jackets, red or white baggy trousers, and a general
sauciness and devil-may=-care manner about them. Many of them
were former firemen of the New York City department, and all were

said to be most desperate fighters, so that many believed the
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QRire Zouaves would be a strong factor in putting down the Rebellion.

Wait and see!

In their new camp in what was fairly a tented field,
the Regiment resumed drilling. -There were daily details for
guard duty. Posts were established on the railroad to guard
that thoroughfare and the telegraph. There were guards on all the
roads and especially at every cross roads. Corporal Sam E. Steb-
bins, of Company K, wréte to the Winona Republicani

We do not let anybody pass the lines without a written
pass signed by the proper army officers; even the folks that live
on one side of the road and have land on the other cannot pass
without showing a written permit. There are lots of ladies going
visiting, and we have to stop and examine their passes, and if
theyv have no pass it is our duty to arrest them and send them
to headquarters. As we are only a mile from the city(Alexandria)
we have plenty to do. We have a little shed right at the junction
of the roads, to sit under when not engaged in active duty.®***
Before long we expect to move forward to attack the rebels, and if
they don't run we shall have some fun. We are anxious for a
chance to meet the scamps on an open field.

Within a fortnight after writing, Corporal Stedbins had
his wish granted. He met "the scamps" he wanted to meet and had
"some fun" with them. The meeting ended in his receiving a lump
of lead in his body which put him out of the fight. He was &
good soldier, bravely stuck to his post as long as possible, but
was finally discharged for disability in the fall of 1862.

While at the Alexandria camp the Regiment was sent out
to the west and south on scouting expeditions, "feeling for the
enemy." Two 8r three times it was called out under arms late
in the night, to repel an imaginary atta These false alarms
were then considered essential to a correct military traininge.

Alsco while at Alexandria the Regiment became a part of

ites first brigade organization. With the Fifth and Eleventh
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Massachusetts regiments and RBattery I, First U. S. Artillery it
constituted Gen. W. B. Franklin's First Brigade of Gen. Samuel
P. Heintzelman's Third Division of Gen. McDowell's Army of

Northeastern Virginia. Both generals wers regular army officers

of long service. Jen. Heintzelman had served on the Northwest

frontier and for a long time had been stationed at Mackinaw and

Fort Snelling. He and Gen. Sibley were intimates and friends.

411G




HE CONFEDERATE POSITION ON BULL EUN.

By the midale of July the Confederate position in northern
Virginia was well established--and well known. Gen. Beauregard

hed selected the now famous little stream called Bull Run &s his

point d'appui, or line where he proposed to defend himself against

attack, or from which he might advarce upon the enemy, according to
circumstances.

Bull Run is s small watercourse, in its largest division
of the dimensions of a medium creek, and in extreme length about
25 miles fror source to mouth. Its source is in the highlands
near the village of Aldie, Loudcun county; it flows,in & ghegeral
direction, southeastwardly around Manassas Junction, and five
miles below that Junction empties into the Occoquan, which stream,
in turn, falls into the Potomac, about fifteen miles balow
Alexandria. The term "run," as applied to a watercourse, is a
Southern and Western idiom or expression, and denotes & siream
larger than a brook and smaller than a creek. It is said that
Bull Run takes its name from a prominent English planter, who
lived near the mouth of the stream in Colonial times.

Manassas Junction is four or five miles souvthwest of
Bull Run. In 1861 it was the junction of the Manassas Gap and
Orange & Alexandria Railroads, which used jointly & single track
from thence to Alexandria.

Gen. Beauregard had established the Confederate positicn
along Bull Run at & distance of four or five nmiles northeast of
Vanassas Junction, convenient for the transmission of supplies,
etc. The Confederate forces were drawn out along a line about

eight miles in length.
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The banks of Bull Run were lined with scrubby timber and
were high, steep, and abrupt. The stream could not readily be
crossed except by the fords, and there were several of these.
From Union Mills Ford northwesterly they were McLean's, Blackburn's,
Mitchell's, Islend, Ball's, and Lewis's. Northwest of the Stone
bridge and the Warrenton turnpike was Sudley's Ford, high up the
stream. Wilmer Mclean, the owner of the farm opposite the ford
of that néme, was also the owner of the house at Appomattox C.H.
in which Lee surrendered to-Grant. At Bull Run his house was
Gen. Beavregard's headquarters.

Along the Run, on its south or west bank, at these fords,

Gen. Beauregard prepared good breastworks with abatﬁis and with the

Run in front as a ditch. At each ford he placed & strong force
with artillery. The intervals between the fords were weakly
manned. The idea was that ths stream could not be passed, ex-
cept at the fords, by cavalry and artillery, and with difficiilty

by infantry.




GEN, WCDOWELL ADVANCES TOWARD THE ENEMY.

On the 16th of July Gen. McDowell moved his army from the
banks of the Potomac towards the enemy. That army consisted of
five divisions. The First Division was commanded by Gen. Daniel

Tvier, the Second Division by Col. David Hunter, the Third
Divisgion by Col. Sam'l. P. Heintzelman, the Fifth Division by
Col. Dixon S. Miles. Cols. Hunter, Heintzelman, and Miles were
colonels in the regular a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>