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ot . the great
But its greatness is composed of
nting, galklant dend§llong hours eof struggle, an’ :
appalling loss of life, a gory record of wounds, and it is telieved
t0 have caused the issuing of President Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation. There was nothing decided by it, for it was not a
It did not change the map ¢f the country in any

particular; it did not shoerten or lengthen the war a single oaz.‘ﬂ J
. = .k/
W g Y 1k e LA
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a great slaughtering and wounding of men. ﬁAL 1T8)

'

liher party had a subtstantial admantage.

great contest, this awful holQQQLSé; this mighty
incident of the great War, Minnesota was represented as she was on
nearly every great battlefield of that dreadful four vears The
first Minnesota and Russell's Sharpshooters were 3 . a8 dele-
terrikle CUHVOUaLiC? and were aetive participants
the proceedings.

It was in the afternoon of September 15 when the main
adcvance of the Army of the Potomac appraached Gen. Lee'sg positlon
east of Sharpsburg and drew up along the left tank of Antietam
Creek. On the opposite side, but a mile west of the creel) the
Confederate line was oestentatiously displayed. he tatteries

o0sition, the infantry in plain view. It was as if Gen.
Lee were challenging the great Army of the Potomac to & fair fight

with no favers, and yet at e time the Confederates had tut 29,000

+

men, &t the most, on the field--Longstreet's Gorps, Do Hy H1l¥s
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Division,* and Stuart's Cavalry. ©Stonewall Jackson's Corps
At
b T
was,at Harper's Ferry.
{
The Confederate Lattalien of artillery under Col. Stephen
D, Lee had cressed Antietam Creek at o'eclock that morning and
gone into position en the left or east of the turnpike running
southward frey Hagerstown to Sharpsturg; later it fell Tack te the
turnpike. Gen. Lee had moved his army down from Hagers-

that the forces he had sent to take Harper's

join him when they had finished their

in the forenoom the Lhlue uniforms. eof, the Unieon troops
appeared amerng the trees that crowned the heipghts of the eastern
tanks of the Antietam. The number increased and increased and the
field of btlue grew larger and larger until four great Army Corps were
practically presembh--Heoker's First, (14,856) Sumner's 3Second,
(18,81%3) Franklin's 3ixth, (12,300) and Reno's
total of 59,000 officers and mcn>iesldes &
Pleasanton's Cavalry and 150 cannens.
Union brigades and 14 Confederate brigades;
one-fourth the regiments numbered less than 200 men each.**
A literal estimat f the Confederate forces onfronting the
60,000 on the 15th was 26,000 men of all arms, and, half of these
had been Ladly defeated 1n hattle the day hefore. An advance upon

afternoon would have killed, wourided, or captured what

chased swiftly away.

*On the "field return™ ef Lee'!'s army for Sept.22, D, H. Hill's Div-
igien appears as Lelonging to Jackson's Corps,. but at -Antietam it
seemset©0 have served independently.




tout 1 P, M. the Union infantry came up within
and Lee opened upon them with
ies soon replied, and there was considerab
afternoon. . At 3 elclock Gen.
cther prominent officers were, and ilnstantly was under fire. A
Confederate shell screamed over the heads " the group el officers,
amd McClellan directed that all but D LW " them should retir
behind the ridge /kile he continued hie reconnoissance coolly and

tusiness like.(Gen. J. D, Cox, Batts. and Leads. Vol. 2,

Antietam was the only hattle where 1TcClellan was actually under the

eneny's fire while he commander of the Army of the Potomacy
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of the 15th, at 8 e'clack, when

o

Harper's Ferry surrendered and Stonewall Jackson was under orders
to Lee at harpsturg just as soon as that event was over.
Jackson had three Divisions, his own old Division, now commanded
Gen. J. R, Jones; Ewell's, commanded Ly Gen. A, R. Lawton, and
commanded by that general himself.
Jones's and Lawton's Divisions left Harper's Ferry after

v
midnight of the 15th, came Ly 3hepperdstown, waded the Potomac at

Bpteler's Ford, and did net all reach Sharpsturg until the afternoon

Jones got into position on the left of the Confeder-
hours tefore dgr%“ under the fire of one of Heoker's
Wa S 3!

went into position, according to Early's report, "at a woods in

ey < 3

there was a Dunkard church Barly's Brigade was placed ¢

TO
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pounding Heod's Division. Lawton came later and




et SR e el W
darx ana e

and Ricketts@® Divisiens

o'clock, fully two hours tefore the

ision came
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Lhie

came . Then




The examination ¢
a lively artillery duel occupied
2 P. M. (Meade's report) Hooke

(according to McClellan)

Haeger stown Meade's Divisgion

struck Hood's Divisio: ! ngstreet's Corps, in pesitien in

wWOoOus

Sundown .

Law's 3
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was the 1y Trig 3 haeh the ¥ Tinnesota had twice

Lefore 1 ted, and among the killed vening C

Iiddell, eI the Bleventh Mississippil.
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hrigades=tHampton Legion, Eighteenth Georgia, First,

Fifth Texas. The skirmishing lasted until after dark
stated, firs N Jdo R. Jones's Diviglian
of Jackson's rps, with twoe

command . ™

and me F"my command having Le

ration ofi.beef for one

. Lawton, witl brigades, was directed to
my men to cook."--Hood's Report.
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The opposing forces rested on thelr-arms, LOTD 0CCuDY i

a skirt of woods which formed eastern enclosure 01 . K,

corn field, which, according t« varying estimates, was from 5V

acres te hU'acres 1in exitenv, alk ( Loth sides ol tne ULruyLﬁe,

just south of Miller's house.

After Hooker's column was well under way 3 the

creek, McClellan came
"You have nt me . s with my small corps of 15,000 o attack

whole r, and if re-enforcements are not sent
angther attack is not made on the left f our line, the retels

t me up." (Hooker's report.) S% atout HLdHiLhE)“CCl&Lan

gent over Mansfield's f 1 t wo TiwAb;onﬁ to the re=
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into camp immediatel

tite ‘;;:;;L,)/\\.n long and faitnful experlence. risions,

A, 3. Williams's and Gen. Geo. 3. Greene's, agpregated 10,120

officers annken. (McCleilan's report) and so there were now n:

24,000 Union troops against the Confederate lelt wing, where
were perhaps 10,000 men. Hooker's movement had accomplished
save to inform Lee that the main tattle
of his position, although there would probably be, to use
Kearney's expres n, "beautiful fighting along the whole
'k and drizzly. Gen. Hooker went
s barn. Gen. Lawton, worn out by hls hara
Ferry, pillowed his i on his saddle and
under the gentle rain. The opposing pickets

scattering firing durlng the night.




Sedgwick's Division, which included Gorman's Brigade and
lesota, were encamped on Pry's farm, on tiie Antlietam,
northeastern corner of the battle
lished his headquarters 1n
night the men were not allowed to bLulld
for the site was within Confederate carnon shot. They
had t0 go to the rear and Loil their coffee and fry their bacon
in deep gullies and ravines, where tne light of {he cook fires
could nog
The Antietam was easily fordable almost anywlhere,

were preclpitous. any crossing
Q
detail frum Gemrman's Lrigade, including several men

l)li,..(l es were

irnesota, the whole under TLieut. Martin Maginnis,

then of Company F, graded down the Lanks o he creek 1 n several

plac

es, making suitakle approaches to cro&airuju!hyﬂqs.

As early as % e'cleck in tiae morning of that memorabtle
Wednesday, September 17, 1802, the pickets of Lawton's Confederates
and those of Sevmour's Union brigade were "at it" in earnest.
(ﬁood's report.) At 6 o'clock Lawton aent for Hood's Brigades ,
which came back immediately, bu vefore they could get up Lawton
was grievously wounded and iC . in the cormmand of the Divi-
sion by Gen. Jubal A. Barly, who trougl h brigade down from the

of Stuart's Cavalry and batteries, 10 the northwest.
men were infliecting great leosses, tut were receiving the

At 7 e'clock, or a little later, Hooker had cleared the

woods (called the Bast Woods) and the fields 3 DR S | B I LT

farm, 'on, the ¢ ' agerstown turnpike, and the Confederates




on the upper part of the line had teen driven 19 the west 01 tne

turnpike, aktout the Dunker ChhﬁCL)lﬂ what were called the West
BT o o ol LT = 3 - 9 3 e ! = 4 44 v 1 4 ro ke I('";"‘ hd \,‘
WOOdS. 1ere Tie) had a good positien, concealed 1n the W.vuutumt J,J,'u )
behind trees,lboulders, stone ledges, inequalities of the ground

and other shelters. In addition to the infantry attacks upon them,

thhey had heen under a very desiructive artillery fire and were
certainly in a sad conditions

advanced hig center divisieon under Meade to take

Hagerstown pike, the position at the Dunker Chhfﬁi)uﬂp the
W

West Woods--all three. Resisting this movement, John R, Jones's
TLVLSiOﬁ,(%UUU men, says its uumwundgﬁ) and Heod's two brigades

advanced from the woods threw back Meade's strong Division and
Lroke it badly ; iyt FRT the rear. ﬁiUkEtuS" Division, 4t

1

te the ruwlbrbLOhH};;iKE)}%'L was

division (which had clesed up
and was s ight) and was also driven from
field. Hooker's remaining Division, Gen. Doukleday's, got
down inte Miller's corn field opposite the Dunker Church, but was
driven back by the fire ' the enemy in the church woods and by
Stuart's batteries, and took refuge btehind the advancing lines of
Sedgwick's Division.(Doubleday's report.)

/Y;#H{"a."} '~)&'=;—_ First Corps had suffered severely from the enemy's
fire, and had lest nearly half its men by stragglkng,(McClellan's
and Meade's reports) so that its effectiveness was practically gone.
But Heoker continued to fight until abtout 7:1?’m£cn he was badly
wounded in the foot and Gen. Meade took command of the Ceorps.

s he was Leing carried from the rlolijGen. Hooker encountered

Gen. Sumner, who was coming oen with the Second Corps. Gen.Sumner's




testimony Lefore the War Conduct Committee (Vel.l, p.308) regarding

this meeting

had L een dispemsed and routed. I passed him some distance in the
rear, where he had been carried wounded, tut I saw notkhing of his
as I was advancing with my cmmmand on the field. I
Sent ol ' my staff officers to find where they were, and Gen.
Ricketts, th nly ficer weicould find, jsfEted. that he ceiyld

i . i Z 0O o o - 3 i
not ralise mer [ the Coerps.

On going upen the field I found that Gen. Hooker's Corps
Lm
£

evidence i8 all one way that Hooker's two Divisions
ey
defeated and demoralized by a baagedy inferior force.
Entering into ra;tieIUen. Hooker soon found he had a
hot, tough job on his hands. At 7 o'cleock he ordered up Mansfield's
Twelfth Corps, 10,000 strong, which had arrived teo his support
midnights. That Corps' two Divisions, Williams's and Greene's,
ence went inte line,  the Tormer @waithe right dnd Greene on Lae
the right rear of Meade's Divisien. The depley-

the men of VWilliams's Divisien had fired

a few ruunds)whcn Gen. Mansfield rede down to the Tenth Maine,

of Crawford's Frigad% and erdered the men te cease firing, telling

hem they were shooting into Duryea's Brigade, to the left front.
,0ys remonstrated and asked the commander te "look at
gray coats;" he did so, and exclaimed: "Yes, yes; you are

are rebels." In another instant he was mortally shet

the hedy and his horse badly wounded.




BATTLEFIELD IGNORED,
military abilities of Gen. McClellan

ahd Gen. Heook 1either " them had the intelligence to see--
perhaps they did not leook for it-- the contrelling natural pesitien
and ‘critical peéint of the Lattlefield ol Anfletan 'hat point

ground on the Nicodemus farm, west

the right eof where liooker formed
from half a mile te a mile nort

it perfeetly enfiladed and commanded the lower land ahbout the
Dunker Church and Stonewall Jackson's first and ;icond positions

Had two or three good batteries--and Heoker and Mansfield
had 17--teen placed upon this key-point, Stonewall Jackuon's force
could not have lived in that low ground fifteen minutes.(See Swinton)
defend this point at the beginning of the battle was

Barly, with his small trigade and Pelham's Bucueré'buz Stonewall

7
Jackson realized its importance and put first Fitza/Hugh Lee's
Z

brigade, and later all of 3tuart's Cavalry upon it, with Pelham's,
Poague's, Pegram's, Carpenter's, and Chew's Virginia, and Hart's
South Carolina tatteries, 28 guns in all.(McClellan's Stuart's
Campaigns,p.l31l.) But these guns except Pelham's, were noet there
until 7/30 o'clock of the evening of the 1loth. They contribtuted
largely to Hooker's discemfiture and the failure of the _Seceond

and Twelfth Cerps.. -The ent their case shot and shells plowing
through Hooker's(and afterwards through Mansfield's and Sumner's)

columns, and they, with some(flg Stuart's dismounted cavalry and

after the First and Twelfth Corps and Sedgwick's




Division had teen driven to the held

rear,

rest el the. day.

Had Hooker sent one lVLglOn to
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sides terrific,
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Twelf{n Corps had come

Gen. A. 5. Williams

1is Division, now cormmanded Ly

the Dunkard Churchk.

1. Greene down to
two brigades, advanced g Tross the svuthern
a point of the woods

g sl
R L4400

thhe wooeds on the Lt

igade and Lawton's

A=3 the J, R. Jones Division were woods, behind

; = % e A 4
ledges! D,..,Mu,il, Latteries pound:

l{ P LatlA
un R I ‘Cb-\rd
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Greene\yheld their pos lL,L\)Y‘
7N ;

toulders, and rock

agl Crawford and
waver and

le ] > their number.* 1t was

Lrea ifc/,c;.n d at

withdrew fro m hLe re 3
Sumner with the Second

now between 9:30 and 10 o'clock,

Y

Corps came upon the field.

ux.}luoa, claims that elfth Cerps "did
'vluue," and ‘ore "soon swel

il




MINWESOTA AT ANTIETAM,

r opened cloudy and
"we won't
fight today under & Lrolling s 'he First Minneseta
whole of Gorman's Brigade, from the vantage ground on
overleok a great nart ef
battlefield. They had been called up at 4 eo'clock in the

morning, for Sumner had orders to be ready to takeé 1n the
at daybreak, and to hLe ready to move at a moment's netice. Break-

had bLeen cooked and eaten and the knapsacks packed to leave

4 2 o ) ) = e U S g et ~
ENT came ara I el 118 alttacCk, many o1t

o

of straw stacks, and from these elevated
tle "from afar eff," and saw it pl
ing upon it as it progressed. When Hooker's troops,
stage, drove the Confederates out of tihe Fast Woeds, there was
great satisfaction and even enthusiasm; btut when the advance
stopped in front of the West Woods and presently the masses
began t9 go tack, there was consternatli on.
It was 7:20 when Gen. Sumner received orders to take his
P

Corps to the field. O, the miserable tactics eof the Unilen command -

er! McClellan mayv have learned them from McDewell. Fighting and
J o &

teing wersted again by detaill! First putting in Hooker's Corps

Ly itself and having it defeated; then sending 1in Mansfield's to
shat tered; now sending in Sumner to take his chances.
no good reason why all three Corps had not Leen put in

at once, and overwhelming viclory made sure beyond peradventiure.




The Cerps marched prorptly. 3Sedgwick's Division meved

1
I

to the line. Gorman's Brigade was
Tinmesota was at the he @1y the
e 1?11'5'; half mile toward
the nertheast. 'he Antietam was waded at knee
fording place half a mile west f Philip Pry'

YeClellan had | _ ters dur the battle,

Lelonged

A quarter of a mile up the ;pe from Neikirk's the
Division was formed 1inte tattle coelumn and advanced toward the
west. The Dunker church was akout & mile due west from where the
Corps crossed Antietam Creek, and the church was the point aimed
at. The formation was by brigades "en echelon;" (pronounced
in eshelon) that is te say, in three parallel lines, one gehind
the etLer, Lrigade to 1€ line Gorman 3rigade in. the first
1ine, Danals 1n th and Howard's
Battery, now 1n ‘ Leu Geo, A. Woodruff, was
in the rear
First Minnesota was on the
156 ere left Russell's company eof linnesota

harpshooters; Company I, the Wabashaw Company, under Capt. Peil,

3t guard duty and not with the Regiment that day.

M}

lne

marched into actien with 435 eofficers and men. The Eighty=-

S o

lew York came next, then came the Fifteenth f’assachbbebpb.ﬂ’i\/{

the company ef Andrew Sharpsheoters,, and the Thirty-Feuirtih

n

w ¥Yerk was en the extrerme: left ol rthe brigadels 'ty yards be

Gorman's was Dana's B .ad and 50 yards hLehind Dana's was Howard's.




If a bulletrcoming from the

it had a chance to strike Dana's, bLut

had a chance to ®xxxkE hit Howard's; s¢ (hat few of the en
tullets would. ke thrown away. The best military authorities

that an echelon movement is allewatle only when the positien and

strength of the enemy are in sight or well known, and then only

her movements have falled.

Under Sedgwick's ovrders the three brigades advanced to
westward simultaneously. Fren 5 Divisien wasg following
Sedgwick's, Richardsen's was crossing the Antietamg French's Divi-

sien had been added to the Corps only the previoeus morning. It

T

was commanded by Gen. Wm. H. French and had three ‘L,L-J.E-;o.ue.:j under

£

Gen. Nathan Kimbkall, Cel. Dwight Morris, and Gen. Max Weber, in

all ten regiments, &ll veterans of tiie Shenandoah Campalgns Lut one,

the One Hundred Thirtieth Pennsylvania, nov

Richardson's Division came up,half @]
A edgrriide
\ree ‘zv:ug_;u,ti?t;;y\z oved rapidly forward at
quick for atout three-quarters of a mile westward.

directien (at least of Gorman's Brigade) was changed

They had passed through the East Voods,_a fine grove,
of oaks, without underbrushefead and dying under all the
J
trees. Then they entered D, R, Miller's big corn field, nearly

ready for the husking, btut now ylelding another sort of and a very

horritle harvest, a crop of shot men. The field was already strewn

with the victims 6f hattle, 13}‘&&;1;: Hooker's men. Dead men and

grievously wounded men lay in every furrew and behind every corn

‘lll .




It was & krave sight those three lines of battle, 5,000
men, marching to the conflict. The ground was falrly epen and
faveratle. The lines were well kept--toc well kept; hardly a shot

therm could miss., The men Lore themselves well, even
gallantly=--ne shrinking and no faltering, although every man knew
he was going against the force, somewhere in the West VWoods yoImses.,
that had destroyed Hooker and Wansfield., They had net proceeded

\
e {’ 7

50 yards from where Adeey lines were formed when they came under the

v

: 3 ~ T 7
fire of Jet 3tuart's batteries, to le west on the Key-point.

On went German's Brigade to the Hagerstwwn r0a$ acress
which thoroughfare, in the woods akout the Dunker Caurch, lay the
Confederates. They were of Jackson's old Divisien, here commandead
first by . Jones, then by Starke, now by Cel. A, J. Grigsby,

and of brigades: Winder's, under Lieut. Col. Gardner; Jones's,
under Capt. J. E, Penn; Taliaferre's, under Col. E. T. Warren,
Starke's, under Col. L. A. Stafferd Th there was Ewell's (or

Lawton's) Divisien, now commanded Ly Gen. Barly, wilth four brigades:

oJ

Lawten's, under Maj. J. H. Lewe; EKarly's, under Col. Wm. Smith,

- -

Trimble's, under Col. J. A, Valker, and Hays's, under Gen. Harry
T. Hays. The Confederates report tne strength ef these twe Divie-
51ons--3arﬁ}‘5 brigade net ceunted-- when they enterec the tattle

at 4,000, in round numbers; Ewell's, 2,400; Jackson's (or J. R.
Jones's) 1,600. But in his report (War Recs.,Vol. 19, part 2,
p.968) Gen. Early, whe commanded Ewell's Divisien, says the three
trigades had lest nearly 1,500 nen refore they encountered Seahm;uxl
The old Jacksen Divisien had lest heavily, and Ewell's Brilgade

did not number more than 300. 3o that this Confederate force did

te over 2,500. But Heod's twe brigades, Wofferd's and




Law's, and "Tige" Andersen's were present, and therefore the
entire force cunfrenting Sedgwick's Division was hardly less than
5,500 lnrantf; and seven hatteries, all in good, sheltered
positiens, while the Union Division was aboul 5,000 men strong and

practically in tTie opén.

On each side of undrunninp parallel with the Hagerstown

was a pest-and-rail fence. These were soon passed and the
Woods enterec. But at the west fence the color-tearer of the
First Vinnesota, Sergt. Sam Bloomer, of the Stillwater Company (B)
his leg shattered bty a musket btall and surrendered the flag
other brave handds. He had received it when the gallant George
and had borne it in noner

Burgess fell with it at Savage's Static

) I
D)
thereafter.

Passing over the two fences and the Hagerstiown pike,
the Brigade entered the West Woods te the right or north ef the
Dunker Church. The woods were being held i; Hood's twe brigades,
ILaw's and Wofferd's, and by "I'ige" Anderson's. Law's was the old
Barnard I, Bee's brigade of the First Bull Run, and hére NXEXEREXXXX
pxmxRaxmaxixX were, as of old, the 3econd and the Eleventh Missles-
ippi, Fourth Ala bama, and Sixth Nerth Carolina. Gorman's Brigade
had last met them at Fair Oaks. |

The Brigade passed into the woods, where Union troops had
never Lefore entered, and Qrutseé forward firing delibverately and
effectively. Heod's bLrigades and Anderson's were driven out eof the
woods and < awav from the battle ground by this firing. They were
short of ammunition and were being tadly shattered. Gen. Heod
had called loudly and repeatedly for ru-ﬂnfuruemwnts)uﬁd not receiv=

ing them had erderec¢ his brigades to retire anc they needed na




ﬂ% uec?nd command, tut retreated hastily yet in toleratle order.

"I'ige" Anderson knew when he had enough, and he teo left the ground

in haste.

Seon German's Brigade had reached the open ground at the

Tt

-y
w G

st side of the woods, the most advanced positien te the westward
eccupied Ly the Unien treops during the bvattle. It was the fore-
most trigade. It constituted a diagonal line from northwest teo

southeast, facing teward the southwest, and the Firsi Mirnesota

o
was on the northwest end, and was the farthest regiment te the #rtd

—— — i e el s

front that day.

The Divisien had come inte the wooeds among the sgcattered
detachments of Villiams's and Greene's Divisions of the Twelfth
Coerps, which had succeeded not enly te the field pesition of Heoker's
Corps btut to its fate. Both Divisions were in great disorder,

As a whole they had been ordered from the field, tut in squads,
companies, and sometimes 1n regiments, many were hiding or wandering
atout the field.,

e
1)

In entering the Dunker Church weods Cel. Suiter's Thirty-
Fourth New York, on the extreme left of German's Brigade, ran

afoul of a derelict regiment, the One Hundred Twenty=-Fifth Penn-
sylvania, which, in the wreck of Williams's Divisiem, had drifted

away on the sea of tattle and was floating about hither and thither.

A ravine had thrown the Thirty-Fourth away from the Brigade, and the

Pennsylvania regimnet somehow got Letween the twe for scme ﬂlfULC%

adding te the Thirty-Fourth's confusien. There was also a great

wide gap Yetween the left of that regiment and the right of

French's Divisien, which was at least a quarter of a mile te the
A

sou theast rman Brigade; French's Divisien never crossed the




Hagerstown pike. Col. Suiter's keft wing was therefere "in air."
The other regiments of German's Brigade had emerged from
the west woods and were fighting Barly's thin lines ahout the

John Hauser btuildings. Ten minutes mere woulc have brought a

Unien victery; but at the decisive time and place the Devil "teok

care QAf his owﬁ" and a large voelume of Confederate re-enforcements

CHME »
It was not later than 10 e'cleck that merning
‘ayette Mclaws's Divisien, of Lengstreet's Corps,
and two tatteries, arrived at Lee's headquarters,(a litt:
rpsturg) from Harper's Ferry They had lefti the Ferry at mid-
night, waded the Petomac, and by a round=-about route had marched

psburg, which they reached a little

-l < o+ o g SRR
nearly 10 miles to get to oshar

after sunrise. The men had ne breakfast; many, including Kershaw's

Brigade, had net eaten for tTwo days.* All were therefore desperate

and wolfish and in fine fighting dispesition.

Gen. McLaws had four brigades and thelr respecilive strengths

thus reported: Barksdale's, ©yl; Howell Cott's,%57; Kershaw's,

Semmes's, 70Y; total, excluding artillery men, £,09Y5. They

Lrought up te the Dunker Church woods in response to Gen.

UJ

te the exigencies of the service, mj command were without

their usual supply of suts 7

1

3 igtence from Yonday morning Sept. 15,
until the night of the 17th. All were worn and jaded."--Kershaw's
report. Gen . Barksdale reports that many of his brigade had Leen
en duty night and day fer five eor gix days, and that on the march
from Harper's Ferry te Sharpshurg numbers fell exhausted Ly the
wayside,"so that I went 1nte tattle with less than 800 men in my
brigade.®




Heod's earnest demands ®&nd had taken the place of that general's
srigades and of "Tige" Andersen's brigade, which had gene
fighting. Heoed's brigades returned at 1 9'cleck
son's remained down the line with Dan Hill's cemmand.
With VMcLaws's force had come Gen. John G, Walker's
of .

twe brigades, Ransonm Walker's, thie latter now

ied bty Cel. Van H. Manning, Third Arkansas. This Divisioen

also belonged to Longstreet's Corps and had accempanied Stenewall
Jacksen from Harper's Ferry %0 3harpsturg tl:e previeus day. It
eccupied a positien down telew Sharpsturg, commanding the Burh slde

ige, until 9:30, when it was erdered up to the relief of Hood

arly, near the Dunker Chiurch.
Brigade, coemmanded

compoesed of four yrth Carelina regiments, and
present was akout 1,000 aggregate, "(Ransom's repor

huge brigade as Confederate trigades were in th I Walker's

o v : 50k {2 o ey .
(er Wannings) Brigade was composed of eone Arkansas, one Virginia,

and three Norith Carolina regiments. The aggregate strengih o1 tnese
A

. h
five regiments is not given, but it probably equalped Ransom's
|
1%

1

Brigade, or was 1,000, Thus Walker's Divislen was 5,200 strong,

Melavws's, 2,093, and the comtined strength of the two was atl -least

now see what Gorman's Brigade had accomplished
nst Heod's Division eof Laws and Wefferd's
Brigades. n hilis repoer f' affalrg 11 ] time Gen. Law (VWar
Recs., Veol.
Se far we reen entirely successful and

prOmised a decisive toxry his stage of the ‘
Federal force (ten times i pumber F fresh troops was thLrown




eur frent. Our lesses up to this time had bLeen heavyj; our treops
new cenfrenting the enemy were insufficient te cever proeperly
ene-fourth of the lime of ta.tle; our ammunition weas nearly expend-
ed., 3till eur men held their ground, many ef them using such

ammunitien as they could ebtain frem the btedies of our ewn and tie
.enemy's deud and wounded. The enemy's fire was most destructive.
This state of affairs ceuld net leng centinu€. @ remain stationary
would have caused & useless butchery. I adopted the only alterna-
tive=--that of falling tack. The enemy follewed very sloewly and
cautiously. Under directien ef Gen. Hood, I reformed my bLrigade

in the rear of Saint Mumma's Church (Dunkers' Chapek) and, tegether
with the Texas Brigade, which had also retired, again confronted
the enemy, who seemed te hesitate to enter {he weod. Re-énforce-
ments now arrived and the brigade was relieved for the purpose

ef oehtaining armmunitien.

Cel. Wefferd, who cermanded the Texas Brigade, (Heod's
former trigade) reports (ikid,p.928) as follows:

The enemy, now in everwhelming numbers, commenced advance-
ing ipn full ferce, In a‘liftle time! :ecl & tlie hu yelessness and
foelly ef making a stand against them with our shattered brigude
and a remnant frem other com i.w.n(ib,(u].c men being greatly exhausted
and many of them out of ammunitien) I determined teo fall back te a
fence in our rear. We were in line under cover af the woods to
thhe left (or north) of the church and waited for suppoert. lione com-
ing we fell bvack te > fence where we met the leong leoked for
re=enforcements. same time we received an erder from Gen.
jeed te fall back 1 her teo the rear to rest and cellect our men.

But Gen. Paul SUHHUB who cormanded one of the re-enforcing

brigadg, says the two brigades were not met at "a fence," or near
battle greund, but,well in the rear: In his repert (itid,
p.874) Gen. Semmes says:
Moving forward by the flank in ;%e‘cilrcn:;iur1 T the

'.J, Lefere coming inte view, twe brigades were met retiring frem
LUHC, apparently badly cut up. An incessant current of wounded

4

to the rear, showing that the c¢unfliect had bteen severe and
vcll cmw;us;ed. Coming in full view of the enemy's line, Maj.
Gen. McLaws, in persen, erdered me to moeve forward in line.***

It will te o Leerved that Gen. Semmes met the retiring
trigades "bvefeore coming in view" of the Union line, s¢ that at this
juncture there was no enemy at all within gun-shet of the front
of German's RBrigade.

Gen. Veclaws alse testifies that Heod's Divisien had left




e field. In his repert, (ibid,p.858) describing his arrival on

Ve e
RAL- I

tattle ground, he sa
Gen. Heod peinted out the direction for the advan 1ce, and

rapicdly fermed, with Gen. Coetb's brigade on
Kershaw's, Gen. Barksdale and Gen. Semmes
frent of the line was a lmy;e tuc. or muoCL,
troops=--of whase comriand

L @/ulo bet ntlb advanci

y a0varice was O”CL.k( ((julp >
(uuld te formed.(Italics by Compiler.)

iestion that Hood's Divisien was tired from

and Mansfield's men; tut there is
re Divisien was driven btack inte the
urch,Dunkard!'s Chapeal
church, " (Wofford) and then
driven entirel; 15 g Pl and to the west of the Weood Ly
Brigade. Perhaps n. Gorman was not
for Stuart's dismounted cavalry to the *ight and sone
ferces to the southwest were stil. firing musketry at
1€ conditien existed.

"Tige" Anderson's brigade had also bteen driven off to the
south and connected with D. H. Hill's Divisien.(See Andersen!
reports) This divisien had all the while fought on the extreme
southern portion of Heood's line, having come p as re-genforcement

Lo Hoeod. S3ingularly enough neither Lechren's sxetch, the History

[ the Fifteenth Massachusetts, Walker's Histoery of tlie Second
“nb nor any-ether pubtlication available to the compiler, except

the Official Recerds, r 5 that Cel. Anderson's Brigade was
ngaged against Gorman's at Antietam.

Walker, who was

General
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to find his enemy From Gen. Hooker's

evidently exp .

/

1€
’-
S 1)
€

: -'\(’1 he m ™M e
il i< i M Sed

great battle-bolt, d shiver their frent lines to
9 .

pieces bty its weight and impact, and utterly demolish their

ization bty its subsequent work. He was, where he always was when
a charge in progress he Hea¢ of the celumn, . this time

German's Brigade, and he was waving the same hut that he waved at

Lo, O -~ - . 2 1 v " » Sy 1 ¢ < 1 i |
Savage's 2§08 9 2aAVY gra) ,- 3 g 1 ne wina

had infermed all his generals that the
Confederate army in front numhered practically 100,000 men, or
literally, 9/,445,(War Recs.,Vol.lY,part 1, p.67;) and because eon
of the field Heoker's bLig ¢ & Corps had heen disas-
feated and Mansfield's two Divisions broke:
reasonabtle
defeating, the treaking up,
in front. And it was evgidently
and net on ther Tlank; and it might be 20,000 strong,
10,000, For either number could well be spared
3¢ a""“‘*i’?
&

emerged frem the West Wood upon the

farm of Jehn Hauser, firing was epe from a Confederate

.

- 1

line extending aleng a crest of a slight ridge in front upen which
stood Hauser's farmhouse, barn, and stacks This fire was from

seme of Early's men., "Jeb" Stuart's Poag 3 battery was still

playing en the Dupker Church weods., [he Thirty-Fourth Ncw Yerk,

in extricating itself from the ftan
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wandering One Hundred Twenty-Fifth Pennsylvania ar
Sedgwick'!s Divisioen.

McLaws advanced perhaps five minutes laver than Walker.
As has Leen stated, the former general went forward wilith Cebk's
Brigade(under Col. Sanders) en the right, Kershaw
dale's next, and Gen. Paul Semmes's to tie extreme
ence re-enferced Early's men behind the rock léed.es e eutbuildings,
fences, and stacks of straw and grain oen tune Hauser farm. Hardliy
had they been put inte pesition when there was work 191 Gthiem.

Sedgwick's three brigades were new all facing southwest

in extended lines, with no protectien whautéver for the exposed
flanks. As German's Brigade had emerged from the West Weods
Barly's scattered regiments had opened fire. Now cume McLaws's

the re-enfercement. Walker's two brigades had already struck

exposced left flank, had hit the Pennsylvania regiment hard, and

routed out a let of Hooker's and Mansfield's skulkers that had been

;'i. 'tlﬂ{_'. 1\--;\1

!
!~ i (==}

hiding in the weods since the first Ti1

1

in part was advancing dewn the ravine on the nerth flank ef the

Thirty=-Feurth New York, and that regiment was almest between twe

Cenfederate lines.

*On the map accompanying the Histeory of the Fifteenth Massachuse
page 191, the positien of Walker's Divislon 1s glven as on the
#f the Confederate line, while MecLaws's 1s lecated as oen the
Leth nerth and west ef the Du T]

nker Church. - These are errorfs
report, in the War Recerds, shows that his Divisien was on the Con-
federate right, next teo D.,” H. Hill's, and licLaws's repert preves
that his Divisien was oen the Confederate left to the west ef the
Dunker Church.




Welaws's brigades were deployed along the entire length,

practically, of Sedgwick's Divisien. Ceth's (first under Cel.
Sanders, and then under Cel. McRae, Fif nth N h Carelina)
numbered 35 3 Col. McRae repoerts that when the hrigade came on
the field it marched south and jeined Redes's Brigade eof D,
Hill's Division. t did net rejein MclLaws's Division until next
morning and hence did not fight Sedgwick but : w minutes.
Kershaw was in front eof the Andrew Sharpsnooters anc
Massachus=tts; K shaw an 3arkfsdal rere in frent ef the TFifteenth
Massachusetts and Eighty-3e¢cond New Yeork; Barksdale and Semmes
were in front ef Russell's corpany ef Sharpsheeters and tine
Minneseta.
And new there was about twenty = 25 of as desperate

o

and deadly Tighting as ever teck place on a Lattlefield.  The
contending forces were net more than frem 100 te 150 ¥ ards apaurte.
The Unien treeps were unpretected; the Confederates were under
fairly geed cevering. DBeth sides were about equally well(er illy)

armmed with eld muzzle=leading NL&kvts)using paper cartridges and
I’

percussioen caps. If a seldier leaded and fired his gun once &

minute, he made good tame.

*There are streng indications that Ceklh's Brigade was reakly driven
from the field by the fire of the left of German's Brigade. Lieut.
Cel. Sanders, iVLHu”-IUbILh Geergia, cemmanded the Lrigade when it
first came up. In & few minutes it meved south.Gen. McLaws erdered

it tack and te ge te the left, where the fighting still was, btut
Cel. 3anders said he did net hear the oerder(!) and kept oen seuthward,
until he coennected with D, H. Hill's Divisien.’ The brigade was in

T; )

the btattle at Crampten's Gap, three days tefore, and there lest cOU
m@ﬂ.(COu» s report) The survivers were net in fine fighting trim at
Antietam. By leaving the Dunkard Church and jeining D. H. Hill,
however, they jumped frem the frying pan inte the fire, Gen. Hill
put nem intoe some hard fighting. Cel. Sanders "became exhausted"

Lieu Col. }YcRae succeeded him. The trigade entered the tattle

AT %ﬁt’“ aw came out with 52, (McRae's reportc) an average of
men 1o tuae L1mente.




'f'lvaU

m

i€ meén hac been at work perhaps 20 minutes; Gen. Howard @

says they had fired from %0 to 40 rounds, bLut Gen. German gives the
nuntber as frem 40 to 50 rounds, wheén there was a sudden cemmolien

e Brigade and ef the Divisien. Gen. Walker's
Divisien

ey

t tlow fell upon the One Hundred and Twenty-

Fifth Pennsylvania, the nine months regiment ef the Twelfth Corps,

whlich had Lecome f with the Thirty-Feurth New Yerk. Ceol.
JaceL Higgins, ef the Pennsylvania regiment, reperts that the
Cenfederates were advancing on his ent in ferce and he cermenced
firing and checked them. "I held them here for some time when I
discovered twe regiments of them moving around my right, while a

brigade charged en my frent. On loeking areund and finding ne

suppert in sight, I was cempelled te retire. Had I remained in my

pesitien twe minutes longer, I would have leost my whele cemmand."
The Thirty-Fourth New York was new cut off frem German's

Brigade Ty the interventien of the Pennsylvania regiment and the

two Cenfederate regiments en the right, and was alse bteing flanked

on the left. Cel. Suiter reports:

Fronting the pike read te Sharpsburg was a piece of timber
land, inte which I meved my command, still at double gquick, arriving
at about 20 yards in rear of a scheol house, wie [Dunker Chucch
when I discevered the enemy under the hill. I immediately erdered
my cemmand te fire,

From some cause te me unknown I had hecome detached frem
my brigade, the One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth Pennsylvania being
en my right. On my left and rear I was entirely unsupperted Ly
infantry er artillery. The enemy were in strong force at this peint
and poured a tremendous fire of musketry and artillery upeon me.
At this time I discevered that the enemy were making a move te Tlank
me en the left. Lieutenant Heowe* arriving at this time, I infermed
him ef my suspiciens. He replied thuat he thought they were our
friends., Lieutenant Wallace went to the front te make what dise
coevery he ceuld and returned saying that the enemy were moving upen
my left flank with a streong ferce. I turned and discevered

*Lieut. Churchh Howe,Fifteenth Mass., then aide to Gen. Sedgwick.
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Lieut. hiuhard[LJ German, eof Gen. German's staff, and requested
him to inferm the General that the enemy were flanking me<. He
immediately returned for that purpese. Presently Gen. Sedgwick
arrived upon the ground. Meving dewn my line he discevered the
situatien ef my cemmand, and that the peint could net te held Ly
me and gave the order

cermand, I fermed

for me to retire, which I did. Rallying my
hem in line ef La:tﬁc, supperting a tattery

t
seme 400 yards in rear of the battlefiled.

From the reperts it is reasonabtle to canclude that Ker-
shaw's Brigade fellowed Walker's and contributed te the flanking
process against the left of Sedgwick's Divisiaen. They came against
the kefixafxEmdpwizkksxRixisian.Fifteenth Magsachusetts, that day

commanded by Lieut. Ceol. John W. Kimball, and this regiment, by

I3

the falling tack of the Thirty-Feurth New York, was new on the
extreme left of Gorman's line. In his report Cel. Kimball writes:

The enemy seon appeared in heavy columns, advancing upon
my left and rear, pouring in a deadly cress-fire on my left. I
Immediately and withoeut erders erdered my commmnd% te retire, having
first witnessed the same movement en the part ef bLoth the secona
[iana'g]and 'hird[gowardTQ lines. We retired slewly and in geod
order, tringing off our celers and a battle-flag capturec Irom the
enemy, reforming Ly the orders of Gen. Gorman 1in & piece of woods

some 500 yards te the rear under cover of our artillery.

But in an address hefore the Fifteenth Massachusetts

~

Association on cne field of Antietam, 3ept. 17,1900, the 38th

anniversary of the battle, and upen the dedication el 1Ts fine
regimental monument, en the field, Gen. Kimball made a more striking

and a somewhat different statement el breaking ef the Unioen

line. He said:

Vhile the fighting was the fiercest, Gen. Sumner roede
aleng the line, and halting behind the Fifteenth, said te me, (I
was on feot, my horse having Leen shet under me,) "Colonel, heow
gees the btattle?"™ I replied: "We are helding eur groeund and slewly
gaining, tut lesing heavily, as you can see." At that moment 1
discovered that the enemy had turned our flank, and was moving
rapidly upen the left and rear of the Divisien, and I called Gen.
Sumner's attention te them. He could net believe it pessible and
said;"Are you sure, Colenel, that it is the enemy?" 1 replied,
"I am sure." His response was, "My Ged! we must get out ef this,"
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while the Seccend 3South Carelina was making 1ts muvemente.

As te SINME S Brigade, whiclh seems to have Leen the

command that enceuntered the First Minneseta mesi preminently,

it was compoesed of the Tenth and Fifty-Third Geergla and ine

Fifteenth and Thirty-Second rglnia Capt. P. H. Leud, whe
Tentn UC.‘UL‘;:)]_L;‘,

regiment was marched Ly : right flank te an open \

l
[

field eppesite some hay-stacks and piles ol Iecks vhere, finding
the enmy fronting us,postec 1in ldrce, ihe order vas g 211, LY
company 1inte line" and "fuImerd. inte line," which mevements wer e
e | he regiment under a most galling fire frem the enemy's
These mevements having heen made and the line
regiment, with the talance of the brigade, advanced as
haystacks and pilns uf rocks, where we eopened flire on
anao 'c«L.IT,wL-F‘C‘ f ' :
order wag given. To >?*VJ777 I
, nt sustained 118 prive ipal less in_k ed azwi weunded
killed and 67 wounded cut of. 140 1n act ‘

Cel. E. B. Mentague, Thirty-3Secend Virgl nia, reporis;

B Under directien of the Lrigadier general commanding
(Sermes I halted my coemmand under cover of a slight hill, whnicn

to ‘som tected us from the galling fire of the enemye.
Herethe ccnflict, at cemparativel; cloge guarters, was for a wnille

most severe .'f ny command suffe .red heavily, @; killed and 57 wound-
66 eut eof 1]»4 the enemy ha¢ an enfilading fire on our right
esides his heavy fire on oeur frent. In a shert time hils center

(HLLR reference 1 a gave way arnd the regiment gggln‘advaﬂugc

in pursul lrif¥i g hir LkruLph a skirt ef weeds and an epen field
until he succeeded in forming & nLN‘Ll*P in_a_Sstreng pes 1L¢un behind
a stene wa Ve advanced. wl thin les han l1h0U yards

where we were compelled (o getl under M“tlubl ef & barn and hay-
bLuUKS,BlUOUEmhb'EXTUad: ca advance agailn, Etallc‘ woieee Ly cor

The Fifty-Third Georgia had 11 killed and ©) woeunded out
of 270 engaged, and the I ‘teenth Virginia had 11 killed and o4
wounded out of 126. Tetal Semmes's Brigade les 7% killed and
251 weunded or 1led and wounded out ef 70Y taken 1inio actien,

net quite 406 per Two regiments were nearly wiped out. The

1th Geergia had L )5 efficers antd men left; the Fifteenth




Walker's men hurried areund Coel. Higgins's and Cel.
Suiter's regiments and dashed upen the left flank of Heward's
(formerly Burns's) Philadelphia Brigade, the third line ef Sedg -

b i & ’ &
wick's Divigien, and then swinging around gained itvs rear. The
left regiment, Baxter's Fire Zouaves, (3eventy-3Second Pennsylvania)
was crushed and driven eut. Dana's Brigade, teo, was in great

£, o o | - :t 9 ek o P o Tt S i LAt i - Qi
conifuslen, and had been gellng hurt all the time, losing more than
Goerman's and many mere than Heward's. It is always cenfusing

to change the formatien of a brigade, even on a level parade ground,

tut te make the change on a rm,@;}zj irreg;ul;,f) and ehtstructed field,

under a deadly fire, with men falling killed every secend, is a
thing invelving dreadful entanglements. Sedgwick's Divigien was
Leing reformed to meet new conditiens.
"My Ged! We nust get out of thist"
01ld Bull Sumner daunted at last! le had given an erder
te retreat, something he had never done teforel
Howard's regiments tegan te slip away te the rear, and
Brigade bLecame the rear line. Gorman's Brigade was still
front, tut under discouraging circumstances.
egiments were crumtling. Dana himself had hLeen badl) wounded,
that was ne time to leave the battlefield for a musket-tall wound,
ne matier how severe. He breoke off the Tammany Regiment (Ferty=-
Second New Yerk) from the disorganized mass and made it "change
left" to meet the attack of Ransem's and Vanning's
Walker and Kershaw's of IMcLaws; but while the regiment
confusion incident te the movement and was
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The two fegiments continued to flb}grﬁ

Ler was disabled. The Forty=-3Second lew York

the Seventh Michigan,221,
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