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THE FIRST MINNESOTA ON THE THIRD DAY,

From ww@® their bloody encounter with the Alabama brigade

on July 2 the remnants of the First 'finnesota came out in fine form :nd

fettle. sapt. llessick soon had the men in a line which he called a regi-

ment, b1 as a regiment it was a most melancholy sight.

The monthly report of the Regiment for the month of May,
still on file in the State Adjutant General's office, shows that on May 31
the Regimeint had "present for duty" 24 officers and 318 men in the regular
organizations; Capt. Berger's company of Sharpshooters had 3 officers and
<8 men; total in the Regiment and Sharpshooters, 373. The repcrt for
June, when the Regiment mustered for pay near Uniontowvm showed tnat; exclud-
ing the Sharpshocters, the Tegiment had "present for duty" the day before
the battle began, 27 officers and 358 men, a total of 385. And yet in his
report of the battle Capt. Coates says the Regiment had "less than 330 men

icers engaged," At the end of July there were present for duty 14
officers and 130 men, tetal 144 in the Regiment proper. Capt. Coates says
there were 232 cfficers and men killed and wounded in the twe days of battle
and this number deducted from 385, the strength June 3G, leaves 153, with

nine men unaccounted for; deducting the loss stated in the nominal 1list
in the Adjutant General's office (237) leaves 148, or only four unaccounted
for.

Barly on the morning of ?riday, July 3, Capt. Messick muster-
ed his little band on Cemetery Ridge, ready for the work of %the day. Com~
pany F, the Red Wing company, returned from skirmishing down tecwards Round
Top, and some special duty men wers called in and given muskets to handle;
but with all these, the once formidable First Minnesota now had but about
140 officers and men. Cempany C, Capt. Farrell's St. Paul company, did

not come Lrcm division headquarters until a few hours later.
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The day's work began with sharp fighting on the right, while
the moon and stars were shining, and when about 3 o'clock Harry Slocum's
Twelfth and Shaler's Brigade of Sixth Corps men moved t¢ drive off the Con-
federates from Culp's Hill. The fighting lasted some hours, or until 10
o'clock, and as has been stated, Ewell's men were dviven‘away, to Lee's

rreat sorrow and disappointment.

Soon after sunrise the little bhattalion, called by courtesy
the First Minnesota Regiment, was moved up to its place in Harrow's Brigade
line. In appearance it resembled one of the many skeleton Confederate re-

giments after the battle of Antietam. Gibbon's Division was formed to the

south of Hays's along the Ridge with Webb's Brigade next to Hays, Hall next

to Webb, and Harrow next to Hall. In Harrow's Brigade the lNineteenth Maine
was first, then in order came the Fifteenth Massachusetts, the First Minne-
sota, eand the Eighty=Second New York.

The Regiment's position was on the crest of the Ridge-~the
line running north and south--a 1little south of the clump of trees, the

WAL~

"high water mark," where the proud waves of the Rebellion wes stayed. Upon
their arrival the men set to work to erect a little 1ine of miniature breast-
works behind which they might find some shelter from the storm which they
knew would soon burst upon them, They had no regular intrenching tcols,
ana made & slight barricade of lcose stones and fence rails picked up
by. Some of the men emptied knapéacks and filled them with dirt and

oA ,
them up for head~shields, asathey were sandbags.

As the Repgiment came up it found Stannard's Vermonters under
the enemy's artillery fire and came under that fire itself. Col. Randall's
Thirteenth Vermont, which had taken the place of the First Minnesota in the
fight against the Alabamlans the previcus evening, was one of these regi=-

ments. Only three of them were in'position here, but they were new and ve-

ry large, as regiments were then, and were strong enough for Gen. Hancock's




purpose. mheir flank fire %f Pickett's Division was somewhat like that of
{

Ransom's Yorth Carclinians o® Sedgwick's Division at Antietam, and caused
the Confederate force to give way or oblique to the north, so that instead
of striking Harrcow's Brigade as they set out tc do, they fell against Webb's.
Two regiments of Stannard, the Fourteenth and Sixteenth, drove back Willcox's
Rrigade when it came up later.

Gen, Hancock was woundedx while instructing Ce¢l, Randall a-
bout fighting his regiment. In his report Col. Randall says:

Gen Hancock was wounded while sitting on his horse giving me
some directicns. T was standing very near him and assisted him from his

horse. Gen., Stannard was also wounded soon after and compelled reluctantly
to leave the field, since which time T have been in command of the brigade.

- ~>< #1n Mrs, Hancock's "Reminiscences" it 1is stated by acen. C.

|~

H. Morgan that Gen. Hancock was wounded by "a wrought-iron ten-penny nail \

bent double, which entered the leg near the groin." The surgeons extract
|
/

ed several pleces of wood splinters from the saddle which had been driven /

g

into the wound.




RESISTING AND REPRILING PTCKETT'S CHARGE.

During the forenoo%,while the Regiment lay behind the mole-

hill line which passed for a barricade, there was skirmishing on the hillside
to the front, Some scattered farm buildings, deserted by the owners, had
been occupled by the Confederate skivmishers that were making it unpleasant
for some of Hays's Division. A charge upon the buildings by the Uniorn skir«
mishers drove the Confederates away; the buildings were then burned, and the
trouble they caused was not repeated. Duriﬁg the racket this incident crea-
ted, most of the Minnesotians lay bhehind thelr frail 1ittle wall sound asleep
under the hot sunshine and dreaminpg, perhaps, of peaceful scenes and condi-
tions far away in their beautiful young Morth Star State.

When the tremendous canrnonading hegan at 1 o'clock, *he men
sat up and took notice. Heavens! what a cannonading that was! The men
thought they heard such cannonading at Antietam and Fredericksburg as they
would never hear agaln, but that noise would have been smothered by the vol-
ume of sound created by Hunt's and Alexander's cannons at Gettysburg. i S
seemed that nothing four feet from the.gvound could live in the pathway of
the rushing battle~bolts, the screaming shells, the hu;tling shot, ths whir-
ringe pgrape. And yet the Lord of Battles put up His shield in front of many
a man on the Union line and turned the deadly missiles aside.  The men were
somewhat discouraged when it was plain that the Confederate firing was the
heavier, and when a Union caisson full of ammunition was struck and exploded
with a frightful shock. But occasionally they heard to the west a great
expleosion and saw a big bunch of smoke arise, and then they knew that calsw
sons were being blown up on both sides,

After an hour or s¢ the Union cannons stopped firing, while
the Confederate batteries still flamed and roared. The bhoys were fright~

ened for a few moments, until they were told that the Unicn batteries werse
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out of ammunition, and were going to the rear to replenish, while fresh
batteries were galloping up. At last the Confederate batteries were si-
lent, and then over to thekwest, oen Seminary Rlidge, regiments and brigades
weres seen aligning, gun barrels and bayonets gleaming, and red flags em~-

blazoned with blue crosses waving over them, as Pickett's and Pettigrew's

Divisions with their supports formed for the charge.

7
O&en the gray columns moved and soon debouched from the

woods, three~fourths of a mile away, into the Valley of Death. The force
had nearly half a mile of front and it was in fine order, notwithstanding

it had to leap across ditches and climb over stone fences and pass rough
ground. Tt certainly seemed very determined and very formidable. But not
a man of Harrow's Brigade, and especially of the First Minnesota, shrank
from contact with 1t, but on the contrary awaited the onset impatiently and
‘eagerly, as if certain of victorious results.

At first the center of the charging force aimed 1like the head
of a great arrow straight for the position held by Harrow's Brigade; but
when the column came up opposite Stannard's Rrigade, to its right or south,
the Vermonters poured such a heavy volley into its flanks as *o push it out
of 1ts course and make it oblique towards the north against Webb's Brigade.
All the while, too, as it crossed the valley and ascended the lower part of
the Ridge, 1t was under the terrible fire of the Union batteries on %the
crest,# which had been saving their ammunition for just such an emergency,
They rained case shot, shells, and canister upon the assailants in a fiery
shower that burned and blew out great holes and gaps in their colurns as if
lava and thunderbolts were being hurled upon them. A Tew Confederate bat-
teries having rifled guns and expert gunners kept up a fire on the Union po-
sition until the Confederates came close to it. The gunners had the range

-

well and burst their shells squarely over the Union barricades.

X~ #The batteries of Givbon's Division di
this firing. Thgy were Woodruff's (formerly Kirby's) in Ziegler's Gro
gt the nortn_of the Corps line; Arnold's with Smvth's uripaae”or H VJ. Sk,
Cushing's, with Webh's Brigade; Brown's with Hall's %r}ﬁéae, snd ﬁg}:&-q

(N. Y.) with Harrow's Brirad R
BT‘C‘.;":]IS. ! [ S ;.l"l{’;d(le. At 2 p. M. Co-w-ants New YOrk replaced

d the greater part of
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Firing their muskets as they came up, the Confederates "like
wild~cats mad with wounds" sprang at the {nion defenders. Then ensued the

hand=to~hand fighting between the desperate Southerners and the sturdy, he=
3 (] I vy

roic Northerners-.one as brave and as willing to fight as the other,




FIRST MINNESOTA TO THE RESCUR.

Hays's Division, with Smyth's and Willard's Brigades, easily
tocok care of Pettigrew's force, notwithstanding it crossed the Union wall
and that the North Carclinians came "farthest north;"# but Pickett's three
brigades largely outnumbered Webb's three reglments (Sixty-Ninth, Seventy-
First, and Seventy~Second) and two companies (of the One Hundred and €ixth)
of Pennsy]vaniavw‘ Webb's was the 0ld Burns' Brigade, with the familiar
"Califernia Regiment" (Seventy-~First) and "Baxter's Tire Zouaves”", the Se-
venty=3ecaond.

To repel the charge Gen., Webb had placed the "California Re-
giment" and three guns of Cushing's Battery at the stone wall, to the right
or north of the Sixty-llinth, which was an ITrish regiment, (Col. Dennis 0!
Kane) and which lay behind an improvised fence like that built by the First
Minnesota, The Fire Zouaves were held 1n reserve just over the crest of
the hill. Could three regiments, even if one of them was Irish, be expect-
ed to drive back an entire Confederate division?

Pickett's Division of Virginians now ézﬁe up and drove against
the wall benind which was the "California PRegiment" and Cushing's three guns.
Gen., Armistead's Brigada now had the advance and Armis%tead led 1it. -,he
other brigade commanders were stretched on the hillside. Armistead had on-
ly about 500 men with him when he came up to the wall. He put his cap on
his sword and held it up high as a sort of gonfalen for his men to follow.

)f#On the monument at Raleigh to the Confederate North Carolina troops 1s this

inscription: "Pirst at Big Bethel, farthest at Gettysburg, last at Appomat-
toXe"

%*,f% As a captain in the Tenth U. S. Infantry before the war, Armistead served
for some years in the Northwest. He was a member of the garrison of Fort
Ridgely for about two years, and for & time was stationed at Fort Snelling.
It 1s said that he had nc real sympathy with the Southern rebellion, but
fought btecause of regard for his family and his State, Virginis.
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They did not lack flags, for it was pathetic to note that of the hundred men
that "crossed the works with Armistead" half of them seemed tc be color-besrw
ers. No matter how many others were shot down, there must be a cnlor-bear-
er, and he must keep up the flag!

When the Virginians came near the wall the greater part of
the "California Regiment" broke and fled to the rear, baclk to the FPire
Zouaves. The Irish regiment stcod by its little barricade and was soon
Tighting as merrily as though this were Donnybrook Fair, for whenever they
encountered a Confederate head they hit 1t either with a bullet, & musket
butt, or & cohble-stone.# Gen., Armistead leaped the wall and a hundred cf
his men followed him. Mest of them had held their fire, and now they open-
ed on the defenders ¢f the crest. They shot brave young Capt. “ushing
through the body and then through the mouth and killed Lim. He had fought
his three guns to the last, pouring canister intoc the Virginians as they
were climbing the wall. Five of his men were also killed and 32 wounded.

A number of Kemper's and Trimble's men came *¢ the re-en-
forcement of Armistead's, hut Baxter's Zcuaves rushed up and with them some
ef the "Californians.” Then, tco, came the First Minnesota "to the help
¢f the Lord against the mighty," and with it came the other three reg iments
of Harrow's EBErigade.

As soon as the Confederates came within 60 vards, and as they
were toiling up the hill, the First lMinnesota and the rest of Gibbon's Divi-
sion opened on them. The fire of the Vermonters and that of Harrow's Bri

Q) i (e Lyt
gadﬁhfause them to veer or chlique to the nerthward on Hall's and ngb)s
Lt t L
Brigades. Therefore the Virgi nians ran athwart Harrow's line and aes a
deadly fire on their flank as they passed. Very soon they were seen ¢ be

# This regiment was Very gallant. Tts colonel and lieutenant colcnel werse
both killed, and it lest 121 killed and wounded that day.




at work on Webb's 1little fcrcgjand at once Gena. Cibbhon ordered Harrow to take
his brigade by the "double quick" to the help of his comrade.

In two seconds the brigade was making its way to the right on
a dead run, it passed along in the rear of Hall's Brigade, which was already
busy, and almost immediately after the Confederates had killed Cushing and ta-
ken his guns the men of the First lMinnesota were helping Webb's Pennsylvanians
in the fight against the common enemy.

Gen. Gibbon ordered into the fight every armed man he could
find. He sent in Capt. Farrell and Company C, his provest guard, and they
were lying to the right of the Regiment when Pickett came. At once brave

Capt. Farrell sprang up and ordered his men forward, btut just as he aroese a

shot tore open his throat and he fell mortally wounded. And just as Capt.

Messick led the little IMinnesota battalion into the thick of the fight, he
was struck instantly dead. Tobler souls than those of these officers never
soared to Paradise. To paraphrase Napler's eulogy of Ridge, it may be said
that of all the deaths on Gettysburg field none were more gloriocus than
theirs, and many died and there was much glory.

The fighting was hot and deadly. As the 1little band of Min-
nesotians ran into the thickest of it, a company of newly arrived ([onfeder-
ates fired a concerted volley into them. The volley shattered the hand of

orporal John Dehn, (a St. Paul man, of Company A) as he was bearing +he
flag, and actually cut the flagstaff in two. At the same time a dozen men

were stricken down. a

"Don't let the flag touph the ground!"™ Oh, no! Corporal

Q'Brien, of the St. Anthoar ccmpany, at once sprang forward and

siezed the stump of the flagstaff and waived the ragged and tattered banner
n

above his head. Lochren says that just then somebody called out "Charge!"
O'Brien, with his characteristic bravery, leaped with the broken staff and

tatters of the flag to the front and rushed squarely into the faces of the
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Virginians. It was as when Janmes the Farl of Douglas flung the silver cas-
ket h ing Robert Bruce's heart far forward among the ranks of the Saracens

"lead on, Heart of bruce, as thou wast ever wont, and we
will follow thee!" Lead on, 7lag of winnesota, and the Minnesotians will
follow you!

Every man above ground in the 1ittle battaslion rushed after
the colers and upon the enemy. C'Erien was soon prostrated with a grievous
wound and "orporal W, N, Trvine, of the Minneapolis company, snatched the
flag from his hands and bore 1t until victory came. This was the same gal-
lant Corporal Irvine that had the perilous adventure at Fredericksburg.

Of course 'the Virginians fought bravely and desperately, but
the ilinnesotians were more than their match. There was nc time to reload
and fire the muskets, and so the naked barrels and the bayonets were used.
Those 1n the rear whe could not get close enodgh to use their implements
picked up cobble-stenes and hurlsd them over the heads of comrades upcen the
sconces of the enemy, as hand-grenades are thrown over a breastwork. 1%
resembled the fighting ¢of twe mobs or factions in a holy war, A large ma-

of the Minnesctians were very young men, from 20 to 23, while many ‘ef
the Confedcrates (especially among the conscripts) were men frqm 35 tec 45,
with long beards and matured physiques. The younger men proved thelir su-
periority as fighters, perhaps not in simple bravery but certainly in prow-
ess.

Many pallent expleclts were performed. As has been said,
there were many Confederate flags among the assailants, The future owner-

these glering red symbols, with their blue star-emblazoned St. Anw

/
drewdcrosses, depended upon the issue of personal contests involving the

survival of the fittest. Ginoen's and Hays's Divisions ceptured 33 of these

flags and with them 3,186 prisoners. Harrow's Brigade got four flags.
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Marshall Sherman, a St, Paul man, (Comparny C) tock from its hearer the flag

he Twenty-Righth Virginia, of Garnett's Brigade of Pickett. Gen. Garw

nett, commanding the brigade, and Col, R. C. Allen, commanding the regiment,
were both killed. The flag 1s now 1n the Minnesota State Capifol building.

In a few seconds Gen. Avmistead hed teen mortally wounded and
42 of his 150 followers lay dead within the Union lines. Nearly all of the
remaindsr of the 150 were wounded ¢r prisoners. The Union loss was not so
large, but it was large enough. This state of affairs could not last leng.
The work of death cculd not go on much longer, for the supply of material to
work upon was fast being exhausted, The Confederates that had not carsd to
cross the walls but stooed on the outside, soon stopped shooting and yelling.
Many lay down dead or wounded and many others prostrated themselves and
felgned death because they wanted to he taken prisoners.

The remainder of the assaulting force--nrobably one-third
vaat whicn started from Seminary Ridge--retreated hurriedly, and in great
heart-sickness and distress, down the slope, across the Malley, and back to
Seminary Ridge. But one-third of this one-~third never reached safety,
Stormed at with sh @1l and musketry as they ran, hundreds of them
were prostirated 1In death or by wounds; others, overcome by fear and horror,
dropped 1 h e ref ces -and were as easily pgathered up as if trev had
bsen children.

Nearing their former posi t hey came upon Gen. lee, sit-

reviewing them : hey by hi For their com-~
out: "it is all my fzult, man; a t o blame.
It 1s all my fault; but we will do better next time." He had persisted in
orderings the assault, Longstreet and the other generals opposed it--except
Pickett, who was a ms > sort of fellow and delighted in daring deeds. But
when he was ready for the charge, Pickett asked Longstreet: "Shall T move
forward now, sir?" and Longstreet could utter no word of reply, but only

his head slightly. . Pick called out cheerily: "J shall move




forward at once," and galloped away.
Tongstreet was Lee's second in command; Lee callied him "my

old war horse." Longstreet wanted to move against Meade's l1line below the

Round Tops, where the ground was level and the defenders few; but lee thought

the capture of the Union right would be more destriuctive of lleade's army. He
believed he could take any part of the line he wished from the "cowardly Yanw
kees," no matter how many they were or how well they were protected. He
ssemed stunned, astonished, and dismayed when the flower of his army failed

to establish his theories, and his "mea culpa" did not pay for the hundreds
of his dead men lying cut in the valley and along the hillside and en the

Seminary ridge.




In the fighting on July 3, the First Minresota had in all
perhaps 150 men, Tts loss was 3 officers (capt. Messick, Capt. Farrell,
and Lieut. lMason) and 23 men killed or mortally wounded; three officers,
(Lieuts, Hermon, Heffelfinger, and lMay) and 29 men wounded not mortally.
Total killed and mortally wounded, 23; total wounded, o2; grand total killed
and wounded, 55, This 1s what the nominal 1ist shows, as it is still pre-
served and of record. Yet in his historical sketch Lochren says the total
killed and weunded was but 17. He seems %0 have reached this conclusion
after stating that the Regiment's loss in both davs was 252, and that 215
were leost July 2. e forgot that a few days after the battle he made a
different report which is still on file in his own writing. One man of
Company L (Sylvester Brown) was killed away from the regiment July 3. The
Sharpshooters were generally accounted separately from the Regiment; but if
their lc¢ss at “ettysburg is included, the Regiment had one officer, Capt.
messick, and 11 men killed outright July 3.

Capt. Iarrell died in the svening of July 4, In his report
dated "uly 5, the report written by Adjt. Lochren, but signed by Capt.
Coates, states: "Capt. W. B, Parrell, Company C, was mortally wounded and
dled last night."” The date of the gallant officer's death is well estab-
lished; yet in his historical sketch Lochren says that "every survivé; of
the Regiment knows" that Capt. Farrell--like Capts. Muller and Messick and
Iieut. Farrar--"died on the field," Lieut, iason had his arm amputated
and died from the shock at Harrisburg, August 18th, Eoth Capt. Messick
and Capt. Farrell were members of Gen. Gorman's Indiana regiment in the

Mexican War. :
C.AN

The stricken of the Regiment wers eaxled for by thelr sur-

viving comrades as well as possible. The dead were gathered together and

‘uly 4 given decent burial on the fisld which they had so greatly glorified,




The wounded were conveyed to the hospitals on the Ealtimore pike,

sytown road, and in the valley of Rock Cresk. Afterward they were dis-

tributed among the great gensral

hospitals at Harrisburg, Philadelphia,

Baltimore, and some were sent to New York City.




THE NIGHT ARTER THIW BATTLE.

No sooner had the Confederates passed beyond musket shot on
their retreét than the regiments were drawh up ready to follow them. And
they were eager, too, for the pursuit. Their blood was stirred and it
would not settle until gquieted by the complete overthrow of the enemy. Bve
ery soldier realized that in their demoralized condition the Confederates
would ba easilj overcome, and nothing else was considered but a forward move-
ment upon them, Derkness fell while the troops were momentarily expecting
the order tc¢ advance, and they lay down to sleep with accoutrements on, ex-
pecting to be called up to fight at any moment.

After nightfall there was still danger. . The moon had chang=
ed and witl] the weather. The sky soon became overcast, Prom Harrow's
Brigade tire Pifteenth Massachusetts was sent forward on pickett duty,
or rather on the skirmish line, for they and the "rebs" kept picking away at

one another all night, and until noon of the next day. On their way to the

skirmish line the Massachusetts boys picked up about 50 Confederate prison-

ers, many of them unwounded. Seme of them said thev had been conscripted
and had no real sympathy with the Confederate cause. Then, overcome by fa-
tigue and terror from the dangers through which they had passed, thev were
only toc willing to yield themsalves up.

Toward morning came on a terrible rain storm, another instance
where a rain followed a battle,. In this case the downpour was proportioned
to the %tremendous cannonade of the previous afternoon. Only a very few of
the troops were in tents and the soldiers were drenched in an instant. Sud-
den torrents swept over the hills and poured down the hillsides. The field
hospital of Hays's Division was in a vallay on a level with Rock Creek. s
was flocoded in a few minutes. Hundreds of Confederate wounded had been colw-

lected there, and some of them were really saved from drowning by being has=-




tily carried to higher ground,

Out on the battle~field lay hundreds of the dead, the downpour
washing their bloody wounds and stark faces, as if preparing them for sepul-
turs, The superstitious mipght well believe that over these sacred cCrpses
floated many a disembodied spirit erying: "Blessed be the name of Him who

T ony Corm 24 weed
hath given this glorious victory}\but woe is me whose duty it ¥ to die!l"

Among the dead lay thousands of wounded, in agony from their
hurts, which the pouring rain aggravated and intensified. They were call-
ing pitifully for help, and it was rendered to all possible extént; vet many

a man 108t a valuable life for the 1s of a 1little bandage, a drink of coel

water, ona simple act of surgery.

But things like that, you know, must be
After a famous victory.

v

The morning of July 4 was still rainy. It was Independence
Day. The Union scldiers celebrated it by caring for the dead and wounded
and by gathering up the muskets and accoutrements left on the field by th

wid

dead, the wounded, and the prisoners, "he bayonets were fixed on the mus-
kets and then stuck in the ground, and in a 1little itime thers were acres of
muskets as thick as young trees in a nursery. The First Minnesota, Pif-
teenth llassachusetts, and Nineteenth Maine, gathered up 1,740 guns and 600
sets ¢f accoutremenis, according to Gen. Harrow's report.

The Confederates over on Seminary Ridge observed the day by
bullding good breastworks, which extended clear around the nerth end of the
Ridge, and by preparing as best they knew how to resist a confidently expect-
ed attack from the Yankees. But the repulse ¢f Pickett's and Pettigrew's
charge virtually ended the three days' battle of Gettysburg, There was &
1ittle skirmishing and artillery firing on the 4th, but 1t amounted +o no-
thing. Lee was busy all the afternoon in sending off his trains and prison~

ers and that night the army followed, taking

towards Harper's Ferm




THE FIGHTING DESCRIBED BY A PARTICTYPANT.

A correspondent of the Picneer Press signing himself "Serw
geant," wrote a graphic account of the two days' fighting, which is worthy
of reproducticn. The account appeared in the issue of the paper August
9, 1863, and is reproduced in Neill's History of Minnesota, (3d and 4th

editions), page 740, as follows:

# # # Gen. Hancock rode up to Colcnel Colvill,
and, pointing to the smoke-covered masses of the advancing foe, said: "Col~
enel, advance and take their colors.” Then "forward!" shouted our colonel,
and as one man we commenced to move down the slope towards a little run at
its fcot, wnich the enemy evidently wished to galn. Now their cannon were
pointed toward us and round shot, grape, and shrapnel tcre fearfully through
our ranks and the more deadly Enfield rifles weire directed to us alone.

Great Heavens! How fast our men felll T was merching as
a file-closer, and it seemed as if every step was over some fallen comrade.
Yet no man wavers;every gap is filled up, and, bringing down their bhayonets,
the beys press shoulder to shoulder. Disdaining the fictitious courage
proceeding from noise and excltement, without a word or cheer, but with si~
lent, desperate determination, they stepped firmly forward in unbroken line,
within a hundred-~ves, within fifty--steps of the foe.

Three times our colors were shot down, and three times they
rise and go forward. One=fourth of the men have fallen, and yet no shot
has been fTired at the enemy, who paused a moment to look upon that line of
leveled bayonets, and then, panic stricken, turned and ran. But another
line came up and poured murdercus volleys into us, not: thirty yards distant.

Then "Charge!" cried Colonel Colvill, and with a wild cheer
we ran at them, We fire awsy three, four, five irregular volleys, and but
little ammunition is wasted when the muzzles of opposing guns almost meet,
The enemy seemed t0 sink in the ground. They are checked and staggered.
Re-anforcements came up at this instant, and before we recavered from the
bewilderment of the shock, the rebels are swept back over the plain.

But Goad God! where was the First Minnesota? Our flag was
cariled back to the battery, and seventy men, scarce one of them without
scratches or bullet holes through his clothing, were all that formed around
it; the other 200, alas! lay bleeding under it. Qur field officers, ren-
dered consplcuous by %their great personal statures and co¢l and dashing gal-
lantry, had all fallen, each plerced by several balls, and the command de-
volved upon Captain Messick, Tired and weary, we might not sleep, Or even
build fires to make coffee, but rested on our arms all the long damp, driz-
zling night, 1ln wakeful anticipatiocn of an attack.

Red and fiery through the morning wmists at lengtn rose the
sun ovn tue od of July, The forencon passad as dld wne previous one. About
noon two guns were fired as a sort of signal, and immediately after 180 plsc-
es of cannon operned on our line, When you remember what our formation was




(and that ¢T the enemy conformed to it) you will see that their cannon were
on three sides of us, and that their converging lines of fire crossed each
other in all directions over us. Many of their shot fired from batteries
to the west of us passed clear cver our horse-chece foeruation and fell amang,
thelr own men facing us from the northeast. Imagine our position in the
center! Our artillery opened vigorously in return, and then the scene bew-
canme sublime, Two long weary hours of this tremendous thundering and then
came a lull in the storm, We knew their infantry was advancing and we rose
for the death struggle with & feéling of relief, for at the worst it was but
man to man, and we could give as well as take.

And rnow they emerged from the woods, nearly 20,000 of them.
Gen. Pickett's Division, fresh from the rear, was in front, and advanced up-
on our shattered division of less than 4,000, We had reserves behind, howw
ever, 10 come to our assistance 1f needed.

Over the plain, still covered with the dead and wounded of
yesterday, in three beautiful lines of battle, preceded by skirmishers, with
their arms at right shoulder shift, and with double-quick step, right gal-
lantly they came on. What was left of our artillery opened, but they never
seemed to give 1t any attention. Calmly we awalted the onset, and when
within 297 yardes we oponed fire, Their front line went down like grass be-
fore the scythe; again they charged and went down; again they cnarged and
this time changed directicn and follcowed & small ravine up towards our righta.
To the right we went also, marching parallel with them and Tfiring continual-
ly, and no man seemed to shrink from his duty.

Three or four brigades '¢f the eremy closed together near a
cave, when, charging again, *they rushed forvard and planted their colors on
one of our batteries. “ur brigade rushed at them, ihe tattered colors of
the Pirst, in advance, were ncow shot down, the ball passing through the right
hand of the color bearer, John Dehn, and cutting the staff in twc where he
grasped 1it. Corporal O'Brien raised the flag and bore it on. Gens. Han-
cock and Gibbon were beth wounded here while cheering us on, but their orders
wWere unnecessary. The fignt had become a perfect melse, and every man fought
for himself with an occasional direction from & cenmpany officer,

Pere that noble soldier, Capt. Messick, was killed and Capt.
Farrell, who had gallantly brought up the provest guard (Company C) t{o re-
enforce the shattered regiment, was mortally wounded. Tne enemy had halted
and were firing on us Trom benind some bushes. We pushed ¢n; they fired at
us until we reached tne muzzles of their guns, bub they could not stand the
bayonet and broke in disorder and dismay.

Qur Division tcook more colors than it had regiments. Marshall
Sherman, of Company C, toock those of the Twenty-Eighin Virginia. Not daring
to run, thelr officers and men surrendered by scores and hundreds. At this
moment of victory Corporal O'Brien was shot down and the colors fell. Cor-
poral irvine immediately raised that tattered but sacred flag of Minnesota
and agaln it waved in glorious ftriumph over her gallant dead, while the ring-
ing sinouts of victory along the front of our line proclaimed that the day was
wén.

The reserves were not called upon and did not fire a gun.
Twenty-eipght pattle flags we.,e added to the trophies gathered at *the Penin-
sula and Antletam by our glorious old Second Corps, which in the werds of
brava o0ld Sumner "never lost a gun or a color,"




NOTES ON THE REGTMENT AND THE BATTLE.

General Ian k made a singularly incorrect report of the
conduct o0f the First Minnesota on July 2, and his stalsmsnt has baen made
the basis of and the authority for many incorrect versions of the experi-

the Regiment on that day. The (Genereal dictated his official re-
port some weeks after the battle, before his wound had ertirely healed, and
rhaps did nct remember the incidents of the day very clearly. At all e-

vents, when he cane %o describe what the Pirst Minnesota did, he wrote:

Proceeding along the line, T met a regiment of the eneny,

5

the head of whose column was about passing through an unprotected interval -

in our 1line, A fringe of undergrowth in front of the line oifersd facili-
ties for it to approach very close to our lines without being observed. Tt |
was advancing firing and had already twice wounded my aide, Capt. Miller.
Tne First Yinnesota Regiment, coming up at this moment, charged the regiment
in handsome style, capturing its colors and driving it back in disorder. Y
cannot speak %t0o0 highly of this regiment and its commander in its attack, as
well as in its subsequent advance against the enemy, in which it lost three-
fourths of the .officers and men engaged. One of the regiments of the Verw
mont Brigade afterward advanced upon its (the Pirst Minnesota's) risht, and
retock the guns of one of the reserve batteries, from which the cannoneers
and supports had been driven,

Gen. Hancock evidently did not see all of Wilcox's Brigade,
which was "advancing firing," or he would not have called it "a regiment.”
The brigade numbered, according to Gen. Wilcox, 1,200 men. The Pirst Min-
nesote was not "coming up" when it prepared to charge; it had been "up" for
some tims. It did not capture any colors at the time of its charge or on
that day. Kvidently Gen, Hancock had in mind the work of fhe Regiment on
July 3, when he mentions 1ts "subsequent advance against the enemy," although
it did not luse "three~fourths of the cfficers and men engaged" on that day,
which was the day when it captured the flag. ™he General has given the Re-

giment deserved praise for the work it performed, even if his itemized state-

ment a8 +0 when the work was done is lumantably confused.
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In Mrs., Hancock's "Reminiscences" of her husband there is a
'"Warative of the Second Army Corps,” written by Gen. Chas. H. llorgan, who was
first Tnspector Gensral and later Chief of Staff of the Corps. He it was
who had Cel. Colvill placed in arrest on the march to Gettysbursg. Gen. lMor-
gan thus describes the incident of the entrance of the First Minnesota on

the historie

While Gen. Hancock was riding along the 1line he observed a
rebel regiment about penetrating an interval in our lines and firing as it
advanced, Capt. Miller, of the fOeneral's staff, being wounded by the fire.
Turning t¢ a regiment standing near, in ceclumn of fours, Gen. rancock said
to the Cslonel, pointing to the rebel standard, "NDo vyou see those colors?"
"Yoz, sir,® "Well, capture them." The regiment charged as it was, form-
ed in column: of fours, in the most brilliant style, capturing the colors
and a number of priscners.

While Cen, wancock was absent, wounded, he wrote to one of
his staff (Col. W, G, Mitchell) desiring him %o ascertasin what regiment this
was, as he desired to recommend *he colonel for appcintment as brigadier gen-
eral. “nowing that several Corps were represented at or near thes spot, a
¢ircular was sent fto the Torps commanders %o get the required information.
In his letter %en. Wanceck described the man and stated that he rode a black
horse. Strange to say, several claimants were found for the honer; but the
regiment was In truth one of the General's own command, the heroic Pirst Yin-
nesota.

The General was scmewhat reluctant to come to a conclusion,
on account Of the number and pertinacity of the claimants, but some weeks
after he met the Cclenel (Adams) in Harrisburg and recocnized him at once.
The Colonel had been several times wounded and had heen in hospital at Har-
risburg ever since the battle. In this attack and in the subsequent ad-
vance of the enemy, the Iirst Minnesota lost 75 per cent of its members.

Pescribing the engagement of his brigade after the defeat of

0
Sickles's Corps, Gen. Harrow, who commanded the old ?Y@rman 3rigade, reported:

-

The Nineteenth }aine, Coleonel Heath commanding, were moved to
the left and front of the division line.and placed to the right of Lieut.
Brown's Battery. # # # As the enemy advanced, the first of the divi=
gion to hecome engaged were the Eighty-8scond New York and the Fiftsenth
Massachusetts, in the aggregate not more than 700 streng and without support.
TS SRR They were forced to retire after heavy losses, including their
respective Colonels, Huston and "ard, both of whom were moritally wounded and
each since dead; also many line officers killed and wounded. "he enemy con=-
tinued to advance until they attacked with great fury the commands of "olonels
Colvill and Heath, endeavoring to take the batteries under their protection.
In this assault Col. Colvill, Lieut. Col. Adams, and Maj. Downle, of the
Tirst llinnesota, were shot down, the two former severely, and ! fear mortal-
ly, wounded; but the command maintained its position until supplanted by the
arrival of other troops.
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Gen. Gibbon reported that in his Division seven colonels and

lieutenant-¢olonels commanding regiments were killed, and two cclonels, three

lieutenant-colonels, and two majors were wounded, including among the wound-

ed the First Minnescta's principal field officers.

In his report of the part taken by the Third Brigade in re-
pelling Pickett's charge, Col. orman J. Hall, the brigade commander, says:
g e During this time the 15th Massachusetts, 1lst Minnesota, and
19th Maine, from the First Brigade {Harrow's) of this Division, had jcined
the line and are entitled to a full share in the credit of the final repulse.”

Maj. Edmund Rice, Wineteenth lMassachusetts, of Hall's Brigade,
and who was a friend of the lamented aptain Tarrell, writes in "Battles and
leaders” (Vol. 3, p.389)of the part taken by his regiment and the Fort;
cond New York (Tammany) in repelling Pickett's fool-nardy attempt: "Our two
regiments were ordered fcrward to the clump of trees. The advance was ra-
pidly thinned by the hostile fire on the flank and in the clump of trees as
we came to the line. Captain ¥arrell, of the First Minnesota, with his
company, came in on my left. As we preeted each other, he received his
aeath wound and Tell in front ¢f his men, who now began firing,"

While lying under Confederate artillery fire Just before the
great charge on the 3rd, the Fifteenth lfassachusetts was in line to the right
the First VMinneséta. A Confederate shot passed just under a Fifteenth
man, and in plain view of the ¥innesotians threw him into the air and back-

ward in a somersault. As he alighted'an officer of the Fifteenth walked
where he lay and on his return sententiously remarked: "He has passed

over," Gen. Tunt, the Union Chief ¢f Artillery, was riding along at the

time, saw the incident, and thus (in "Battles and Leaders") narrates it:

As ] passed along, a belt from a rifle-~gun struck ths ground
just in front of a man of the front rank, penetrated the surface anua pussoa
under him, throwing him over and over. He fell behind the rear rank, ap-

parently dead; a ridse of earth where he had been lying made the incident
remind me of the backwoods men's practice of "barking" squirrels.




During and after Pickett's assault the First Minnesota cap-
tured no fewer than three times 1ts number ¢f Confederain priccners. In
his report Capt. Coates says: "Our regiment tcok abecut 500 prisoners.”
Lochren says: jur men were most kind %¢ the captured Confederates, giving
them refreshments from camteens and haversacks."

The lmmense loss of the Unien army in prisoners made Gettys-
burg almost a Confederate victorye More than 5,000 were taken, kept in
the vicinity of their capture for three days, and then carried away in tri-
umph hundreds of miles, through loyal Pemnsylvania and Maryland, across the

Potomac, down the valley of Virginia, and gn t¢ Richmond. That the asn
y - 5 b

nade no erfort to guin their liberty explains why so many of thown were madae
prisoners 80 easily. The mere than 5,100 Confederate prisoners taken did
not compensate for ths =mertification of the capturing and carrying away of

5,000 Union troops, or even alleviate the humiliation. But remember, peo-

ple of Minnesota, not a single one of your State's soldiers was made prison-
- -

CoAler ¢t
er and carrled Into aetiwibs at Getitysburg,

) —

v




RE-FORMING THE RANKS.

On the morning of July 4 the ranks of the shatlered First
Vinnesota were straightened up and it was made ready for ths next battle,
which it was believed was only & day or so away., 6 The first thing to do
was to mend the shot-severed flag-staff and the celor guard at once under-
took the work of repair,. The lower part had been lost, and the upper was
only two feet long below the ragged, bullet-rent banner, Corporal Newell
Irvine, ¢f Company D, was now in charge of ti flag, having received it on
the battle-field from Harry O'Erien, then staggering under twc cruel wounds.
Somebody brought a plece of (Confederate flag-staff that belonged to a cap~
tured flzg, and Trvine said: "We can use this all right enough, for it has
been captured from the 'rebs' and is now a Uniocn stick.” And s¢ the Union
plece and the Ceonfederate plece were spliced and formed an indisscluble un-
ion, and thus united held aleft the Union colors thereafter, and still hold
them in their place of honor in Minnesota's new Capitol. And this splic-
ing of the pieces of flagstaff fore-shadowed the time when Union and Confed-
erate should unite in upholding the colors of the old Union forever.

Then when the flagstaff was mended and ready to go forward
again, there had to be an official re-organizaticn of the Regiment. All
the field officers were flat on thelr backs with bad wounds, and with Cecl,
Colvill and lLieut. Col. Adams it was touch~and-go whether or not they would

ever got up. Capt. Harry C, Coates, of one of the St. Paul ccmpanies (Com~

peny A) becane, by virtue of the seniority of his commission, (dated_cept.
i ol Al j' “v"(i?:r X
18, 1861) acting colonel of the First ilinnesota. He appointed%%ieut. wm,

Lochren, of the St. Anthony company, in place of Lieut. John Peller, who
had also been wounded when so many others were, on July 2. On. the 5th
Capt. Coates made his report tc¢ Gov. Ramsey of the part taken by the Regi-

ment in the battle on both days, (see Minnesota in Civil and Tndian Wars,
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Vol. 2, pe 372) signing himself "Captain Commanding First Régiment Minnesota

Volunteers," though Lochren says that he, as adjutant, made out the document.
In his report of the services of the Regiment in the two days
Gettysburg, Capt. Coates says it lost 4 commissioned officers and
killed, 13 officers and 162 men wounded, and 6 missing, a total loss
which he says was "out of less than 330 men and officers engaged;"
The nominal list made out Aug. 31 to accom-

pany the monthly report shows however that there were 7:0fficers and 88 men
killed and mortally wounded,: and 9 offdicers &and 141 men wounded not mortally,

& total of killed, mortally wounded and wounded of 245; missing none,.




LEE RETREATS FROM

Of course the repulse and Pettigrew's

charge Gen. lLee retreated just as soon as he could do so with chances in

-

his favor that he weuld not be seriously interfered with. Hls fortifying

4 +he

waidS

am

end parading about in rain on the 4th of July was a "bluff" that he

-~

would stand his ground, and that if the Yankees did not tty

attack him pre

o

d t

soon he would attack the Yankees, snd then, as Gen. ¥mboden facetiously

sald, he would "whip 'em agin!"

And all the time he was in fact retreating. He was start-

ils trains and prisoners and gathering up all his wounded that were

able to be moved and for which he had transportation. He left several thou-

sand wounded prisoners to the care of the "brutal Yankee"--and they had cause

tc bless him for that! Those that were cared for by their own surgeons &nd

nurses did not thrive very well.,/ Vis artillery ammunition was well nigh
v o &

exhausted, the musketry supplies were not in much better condition, and there

P

t a

was ao supply north of the Potcmac, 50 miles f the southwest, through hil-

ly and meuntainous region and a hostile populaticn all the wav. A vigorou

e

pressure upon his unsubstantial army and it would he saattered. 1% 'was too

bad that the Unicn army did ncet rhave a commander that knew Just how to make

that pressurs.
Immediately after noon on the 4th lee's trains began assemb-
fields along the road from Cettysburg to Cashtown, preparatory

ling in the

to setting out for ""illiamsport, on

tores of ammunition and other supplias

Winchester,

Pctomac at the last named town. ea

. 2

Imboden, with his

-~

of artillery.

ry -
rGlle

-fo# Cf the wounded of M¢Laws's Division

in charge
thus left 1135 died of their wounds.

\

to Wiliiamspert, and he had

1y

«

Tmboden says

0f ten surgeons and 70 nurses and ¢ocks ©f their own.
(See War Recs., Vol. 27, part

Potomace Lee had orderad great

i¢ be sent up from Richmond, via
a good pontoon bridge across the

811 the trains were put under the

brigade of 2,100 good gavalry and 23

that when the train was

sthrung

lines
the b76
. 565 .

mion
Of
2

=R )

576 were left within the




out it was 17 miles long. Wagons not containing supplies were filled with

wounded men, wino suffered greatly as they were jolted over the rough stony
g ek (ot f‘l sl all 44 ?ﬁﬁj-‘ (M 5

roads. Tt was clelmed that Gens, Pender and Seﬁmaﬁkboth died from ihe ef=
facts ¢f the joltlng.

Gen. Tmboden was & very active and enterprising officer. At
first Bull Run he commanded the battery attached to Gen. Bee's Brigade
fought the First lMinnesota. In charge of lee's train he pushed forward

through the rain and the darkness and over rough roads, not stopping for
anything-~the cries of the weunded and dying, the breaking of wagons, the
exhaustion of mules and horses, oOr what no%. He left the rear of Semin-
ary Ridge at 4 o'clock July 4, and at daylight the next morning the head of
his cclumn was at Greencastle, 15 miles north of Williamsport. jearly the
whole of the train got to Willlamsport that afternocn.

July 6, near lagerstown, the Union cavalry, under Gens. Bu=-
ford and XKilpatrick, with a brigade ¢f Grepgg's Division, attacked Tmboden.
The Confederate situation was crifical, Gen. Tmhoden says: "We had pro«
bably 10,000 animals and nearly all the wagons of Gen. Lee's army under our
charge, and all the wounded, to the number of several thousand, that could
be brought from Gettysburg, with 2,500 men to defend them."‘ Gen. Jmboden

his teamsters and fourht a est 4, and he was a good

was outnumbered hut not outgeneraled. He swacpered abhout

in plain sight of the Union genmerals, with all his cavalry

parading 2% one point, then he would withdraw the same %troopns toc another
part and show them as if they were another division, and so swaggering and
apparently bullying and defying tre Union armies, he held Kilpatrick and
Buford until Jeb Stuart and Fitzhuerh Lee came to his assistance with their
divisions.

There was but little fiphting, the losses heing about 125
Confederates and 250 Uni cavalry, After the fipght Gen. Imboden kept

) two ferryboats running night and day crossineg the¥prisoners and wagons




over the P 8¢ The rains had raised the river so that it could not he
forded and the Union troops from Harper's Ferry had destroyed Gen, lee's
pontoon bridee. Had Kilpatrick and Buford not beer dsceived by Tmbcden's
parading, they mirht have gaired a great victory. gen. Imboden (in Bat-
and Leaders) says:
By extraordinary good fortune we thus saved 21l of Gen. Lee's

trains, A bold charge on us at any time before suns et would have broken
our feeble lines Exﬁ then we should 811 have fallen an easy prey to the Fed-

erals. The next day our army arrived from Gettysburg.

One division of the trains in advance hed been attasked in

crossing the South Mountains by Kilpetriek, and 100 wagons and ambtlance

’

with & lot ¢f wounded, secured, but the capture was unimportant, Had Grant
? b & A

comnanded the army and Sheridan the cavalry on the pursult of lee, the re-

sult would rave been different.

an moving his army away from Gettysburg on
'he rear guard left af v en the
over two rcads to the southwest, the Fairfax rcad and
After an arduous march, *he Cocnfederates reached Hagers-
town cn the afterncon of July 6th and the merning of the 7th, Getting
down to Williamsport, by way of Antietam battle ground,
that the Potomac was s0 swollen as to be unfordable
Prench's troops from Harper's Ferry had nearly destroyed his pontoon bridge.
Here he was, with 40,000 defeated troops and 2,000 wagons, huddled up on
e

he banks of an impassable river, witn the angry roar of & great hostile

in his immediats +rcar!




GEN., MEADE MAKES AN INEFFECTIVE PURSUIT,

GeL. Meads has often been censured for slewness in his pur-

s retreating and badly shattered army. The truth is that Gen.
Meade did the best hs could; that this best was not very good waa not his
fault, As early as the merning of the 4th, when it was uncertain whether
or not the battle was really over, he telegraphed gen. French, then
Frederick, Md., to re-cccupy Harper's Ferry and *o sieze and hold *re lower
vasses of the Scuth lountain, so as to intercept 1lee's possible retreat.
'hen he put all his cavalry but two brisades in motion +o harass Lea's
moevement to the rear, «rd to destroy his trains and his pontoon bridge at
Williamsport.,

sent a column in Aivect pursuit of the Confed-

erates &s soon §s he leavned that they had retreated. During the great

Dfu, ;?“ci M !ﬁ,w?&f Y : f(“(ﬂf? ”'JJ
?"*19A3uuym1c"" Sixth Corps was the la ccme up, and during the f’ﬁhu~

1ngbﬁ£7scarcely "sweat a hair," as the horsemsun say. _ Sc fhe Sixth Corps
{ T i el even
ylected to lead the pursuit. Tt marched ouzmtha Fairfield road, and

ysburg, whave the road breaks through a pass in the Soutkh

cvertock the Confederate rear guard. Ben. Sedgwick was

lght when he was recalled by an e¢rder from gGen. Meade, who
had cencluded *o abandon the direct pursult of Lee, and meke a flank march
by Middleten and along ihe east side of South Mountain %o the lower passes
of that range, duwn by Boonsborough, Turner's and Crampton's Gap, etc. This
wae why he had ordered Gen. French to accupy the passes, so thet Meade would
not have to fight fer them when he reached themn.

At the same %time Gen., Msade sent a cavalry column on the
e

Cashtown road and Kilpatriek by the Emmitsburg and Meonteray passss to try to
capture lee's %train. Kilpatrick, with his brdigode, attacked the train at

h Mountaln pass near Smithsburg, east of Hagerstown, and captured

the wagons, ambulances and prisoners heretofore mentioned.




On July 6 a large part of the army roved from Gettyshurg to-

rard Emmitsburg, and the remaindsr followed ‘he next dayy July ?) Meade's

headnuorters were at Frederick, on the 8th at Middleton, on the 8th at the
South lountain House, and on ths 10%h at Antiletam Creek, three miles north
of the battleground, where they should have heen on the 8th. On the 1ith
a new Dpridge was put over Antietam Creek, and on the 13th gen. Meade had
11s forces in front of the positien +eken up by Lee at Williamsport to cover
his passage over the Potouac.
But in the meantime Lee's army had reached Williamsport on
svening ¢f the Tth, had been there six dayﬁ)wa*ting for the high water
in the river to fall, end lee had fortified himself with a strong line of
breastworks. Trhe usual thing had happened. The Confederates had out-
marched the Union troops Gen Meade and others sald that the weather was
s0 bad *their troops could not march fast: but the Confederetes marched ev-
ery day in the sawe weather and under worse conditisns, end in a 50-mile
race from Gettysburg to Williamsport they be: gern., Meade's army by six
days!
Gen. lieade was makins an honest effort to overhaul the Con-
te battle in thelr unfit condition, He 414 not,
however, seem reallze that to do this he must outmarch them and either
hezad them off or come up so as to attack them heavily on thseir flank:, They
had the start him by six hours, it is true, hut his men eould and would
have made up this difference if they had been appealed fo. The same rains
that fell on them descended on *the Confederates, and it was easier for Union
t0 march, well supplied as they were, than for the Confederates, on
thelr empty stcecmachs, in their ragged and tattered uniforms, without tents
at night.
Had Gen. Meade shown the same diligence and energy shown by
nrant when he pursued Lee from T'dtersburg and overtook him at Appomat -

tox, the war migh* not have lasted so long. But on his pursuit of Lee,
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Gen. Meade made a false start. He sent his pursuing column on what naval
men call a stern chase; that 1s to say, to folleow directly after the enemny,
Then when, as has been sald, they had gotten twelve miles out and ran again
rates.at the mountain gap, the ! 3l amende E*s'unﬂilifrry
glde’ of the 8outh
Mountain range, in an effor 83 16 fleeing Southern hosts. Lin-
coln almest implored him to come up wiltk and attack Lee and destroy him be-
now desponden* Confederate leader could reach the Petcmac, cond at
be sure to nct. 1l hin nils army acress the rivar,
But Ger. Meade developed strong symptome of having contract-
obia, and was warvy of the Confederate leader. His marches were
of McClellan, covering but a few miles a day, and uniformly
and involved. And at this Jjuncture it seemed that Divine Prov-
taksn an "unprejudiced view" eof the situation and determined to
16 Unien commender; for when gon. Lee rsached Williamsport he found
the Poctomac *too swollen *¢ cross, and the rain was still pouring

1

reep the river still swelling until iMeade cculd come up and with

whole South=arn army, The time seemed like that when, for the

~

~ : |
w A

Joshua and kis pursuing army, the sun steoed still upon Gibecn

moon was. held back in the valley cf Ajal Buat in the modern inw

the Confederate Amorites were not exterminated, snd not even scorch-

25 cnergetic a comnmander in pursuing his enemies

When Gen. Meade's army came up with Lee's the latter had been at

=

Williznsport for six days. He had rigged up & rope ferry by which he
ercsscd his prisoners into Virginia and brought back supply wagsons.
Confederate armmunition and other supplies had come up, and that helped

great deel; for the chiefs repcrt that after Gettysturg, fcr four days

there was not artillery amaunition snoush in the army te¢ furnish half a
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dozen rounds to the gun. Gen, Lee fortified himself behind good hreast
works in thes Southsern angle formed by the confluence of the Conecochearue
and the Potcmac, the south end of his line restins on the Potomac near
Downsville)covaring Palling Waters, three miles below Williamsport, The
position was a strong one. : uld have been turned had Meade nmcved h
right or north wing arcund to the north of the 1ittle stream with the
Indlan name and put "in battery® plenty of artillery, This position
only cverlapped Lee's left wing as it faced north, but @nfiladed his rear,
and also commanded the ford over the Petomec at Williamsport, by which the
Confederates meant to cross. There was danger, however, that infantry in
crossing the creek to attack weould he thrown into confusion, thus weaken-
ing the force of their assault.
and Halleck were punching up Meade s¢ incessant-
ly and earnestly in their desire to have him attack and beat lee,
angry and determincd to vanaguish his enemy by main
bravery, without recourse to tactics or s tegy He arrayed his army
Lee's breastworks on July 12, and the next morning called a ccuncil

¢f his generals to decide whether or not the snemy should be attacked. o
1s & military saying that "councils of war nsver fight," and oen *his occaw
sion a majority of Meade's generals voted that it was better not to attack;
and under the clrcumstances they were right. Owine to the nature of the
ground in their front an attack on Lee's breastworks at Williamspert would
prebably have resulted as did Burnside's assaults on the Confederate lead-
er's works at Marye's Heights (See Moade's report, War, Recs.)

But aller Meade's council had adjourned, he receivsd another
dispatch from Lincoln. Then he tore around and swore around for aw la#gxg

and on the aight of the 13th declared that he would attack *hs next morning,

#7 "housh neminally a ﬁdilotian, fen. Meade was a man of vieclent temper and
very profane and vituperative when angry.
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Michigan, under a llajor Weber (killed), charged the Confederates, who were
behind breastworks, Gen. Pettipgrew chanced to be present; his left hand
was wounded at Gettysburg and he carried it in a sling. His horse was
shot, reared and fell; he was rising when a Union lieutenant who had ridden
up' against the breastworks fired upon him with a dragcon's revolver and so
wounded him that he died within a few dayse. ne was wounded and made a
prisoner at Fair Oaks, where the First lMinnesota encountered him, and hav-
ing been in many other battles and led one division of the celebrated charge
at Gettysburg with great distinction, he had t¢ die as the result of an in-
gignificant skirmish. He fell into the hands of the men that wounded him

at Williamsport, but Custer sent him to his friends and he died near Win- i
iy A ,,['f,‘ It lng At aceived m fé‘( &L Lt ”f md/?«f “q
/ /ﬁ(' %,(ff‘;( [ //((/"/ f'//{lj' /),11;“11{‘6 (41:?':1_;"'-1/«“ il l-['f” /(L.{(,grvfé et ,,;/{1

A "/,. 2 I oy
chester, July 17th fki*‘fhffﬂ”fij
t;‘*" - O {"‘_“ Lot !!an

For the second time Lee's army had%een in a close place near

the mouth of Antietam Creek, for Williamsport is only a few miles above the
Dunker church, and for the second time that army had escaped and slipped
safﬁ@y away into old Virginia, thus eluding a Union general who had & super-
ior force. For Gen, Meade's failure at Williamsport, however, there is an
explanation, 1if not an excuse; but for licClellan's faillure after Antietam
there is nothing but a single explanation-~the commanding general had nei-
ther the courage nor the ability to accomplish anything but a failure. The
Union cavalry did about all the fighting in ;en. Meade's pursult of lee. As
a result of the various skirmishes between July 5 and 16, the total loss of

the cavalry was 1,025 officers and men, of whom 117 were killed.




THE FIRST MINNESOTA TN THE PURSUIT OF LEE,

The good Second Corps marched up to Gettysburg July 1 with
12,896 officers and men "present and ready for duty." On July 5 1t marched
out in the pursuit of lLee with about 8,000; the monthly report for July 31
showed 7,681. Tts total loss in the battle was 4,350, the largest Corps
loss, but only 368 were counted missing. Gibbon's sustained the greatest
division loss, 1,634; Caldwell's was 1,269, and Hays's 1,291; the artillery
lost 149 and headquarters 7. Gibbon's (Second) Division had but 95 missw
ing and most of these returned in a day or so. The Corps captured about
4,000 prisoners.

Harrow's First had the larpgest brigade loss iﬂ Gibbon's Di-
vision and in the Second Corps, 768; next was Willard's (Third) of Hays, 714,
and Webb's (Second) of Gibbon, 491. Harrow sustained the greatest percentw
age (61) of loss of any brigade in any one action during the war. The four
regiments tcok 1,246 officers and men into battle.

The First Minnesota had the largest regimental loss in Har-
row's Brigade; as printed in the official war records (Vol. 27, part 1,
page 176) its total loss was 224; but the nominal 1list, with the name of
every officer and man killed and wounded, shows __ . lochren's manuscript
report (in State Adjutant General's office) made as acting adjutant of the
Regiment after the battle, shows 222; Capt. Coates (and Adj. Lochren) re-
ported on July 5 that the loss was 232, but August 3 Capt. Coates said it
was 224, and these were the figures adopted by the War Department in print-
ing the records.

Both Lochren and capt. Coates reported one man missing, but

this was a mistake, The man they nameg was Michael Devlin, a plucky young

Trishman of St. Paul, in Company A. He was badly wounded on the 3d and

)

reached another division hospltal and so was lost for some time, He re-
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joined his company as soon as he could, and when his time was abcut up he
re-enlisted in the First Battalion for three years more, and finally died
in a St. Louis hospital a few days before Lee surrendered. With not a man
missing, 1t wés no wonder the people of Minnesota were proud of the men who
represented them at Gettysburg.

The Second Corps started with the rest of the army in pursuilt
of Lee on the afternoon of July 5 while the trail was fresh. Hancock and

Gibbon were both wounded, and the Union army was about out of major generals,

3
and so Brigadier General Wm. Hays, of the Third Diviﬁion, had to command the

Corps; he was sendor to Gen. Caldwell, whom Hancock had selected. fen, Har=
row took command of the diwvision. The only colonel in the old Gorman Bri-
gade was Col, Francis E. Heath, of the Nineteenth Maine, and he assumed 1ts
commeande Two captains were regimental commanders now in the brigade. Capt,.
Harry ¢oates led the First Minnesota and Capte. John Darrow commanded the

- Eighty=Sececnd New York.

The First Minnesota marched out of Gettysburg on’ the pursuit
of lee 's army with about 150-officers and men equipped and ready to fight.
Less than a week before it had marched bravely and gaily up to the field
with 27 officers and 358 men, a total of 385,=--Company L, the Sharpshooters,
not included. Tts loss of 237 in the great battle had cut it down to prac-
tically a frazzle of a regiment--about 15 to the company. It was a small
regiment, yet a proud one, for two strenuous trials in the hot, red fires of
battle had demonstrated that it was all good steel, without a particle of
dro ss-~net a man "captured or missing in action.” Think of it! not a man
"missing!" Plenty killed—égh, ves; a great plenty wounded—:gi, yes; hut
not z man captured or missing!?

And you can't make a record like that without great cost; but
if you can get the record, no matter about the coste S0 every Minnesota

soldier held up his head and bore himself proudly as his regiment marched
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away from Gettysburg on the Baltimore pike, behind Hays's Division band
which was merrily playing the tune to the 0ld Irish soldier's song:
0, there's not a trade worth knowing,
Or going,
Or showing,
Like that from glory flowing,
Says the bould sojer boy.
The evening of the first day's march a /place called the Two
Taverns was reached, and here the troops spent the 6th; the next day they
marched to Taneytown, Md., 15 miles southeast of Gettysburg. Mighty slow
marching for a pursuit--15 miles in two days and a half, The next day,
however, the distance compassed was something more respectable, 24 miles
from Taneytown southwest to Frederick. Lochren notes that on this day's
march they passed the aristocratic Seventh New York militia regiment rest-
ing by the side of the road. Tts officers and men were of the wealthy

classes of New York City. Tt was saild that the wealth owned by one com-

pany alone aggregated $20,000,000, The regiment was of the New York mili-

&

tia and only sent out of the state on extraordinary occasiong,such as the

big scare .caused by lLee's invasion. Lochren says the dandy soldiers had
to undergo all manner of jibes and jeers from the lines of the dusty and
rough-and-ready veterans that marched by them,

On the 9th the command marched through the South Mountains
to Rohrersville and Keedysville, near the Antietam battle-ground, and on
the 10th to the hamlet of Tighlmanton. It was nowv near Lee's army at Wil
liamsport. On the 11th the Corps made a short march and took position on
the left or south of the Fifth Corps. During the 12th slight changes of
position were made in expectation of the anticipated assault on lLee's
breastworks.

When on the 14th the skirmishers went out to open the way

for the proposed grand charge, they found that the Confederates had sked-
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addled without a fight, Caldwell's Division of the Second Corps was sent
in pursuit and followed Custer's cavalry to the pontoon bridge at Falling
Waters. Lee made a very clean retreat. ‘Tpe ConfBQavates did not have

2t Nitlea :"_»-.ffz-,f-“f QAR 5(, Al
much property to spare dndﬁjhey did not ledve muchs. Perhdps 250 muskets,

two pleces of artillery, two ambulances stalled in the mud and one wagon

broken down were gathered up. A singular thing was that about 350 prison-
ers, asleep in barns and other outbuildings and in the woods, were made,
The poor "rebs"™ were tired and played out from digging breastworks and al-
most incessant guard and picket duty for three days; they were also in the

normal condition of Confederate soldiers, for they were ravenously hungry.
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BACK TO THE RAPPAHAINNOCK AGATN,

The expulsion of Lee and his army from the loyal north freed

all Union people from & great dread. At the same time there were many who
were greatly dissatisfied with the incomplete termination of the campaign.
Lincoln was one of the dissatisfied. He wrote Gen. lMeade a scorching letw
ter, severely censuring him for not having torn the Confederate army to
pleces after Gettysburg, and especially for allowing it to re-cross the Po-

tomac practically unscathed and dragging away to a dreadful captivity al

/d“*/‘-jf FELE /{
those prisoners. (See Nic. & Hay). This letter, however, Gen. Hameeoek

persuaded the President not to send, but sent a telegraphic dispatch him-

self dated July 14, saying that the Presldent was greatly dissatisfied at

the"escape of Lee's army without another battle,"” and demanding a more ac«
tive and energetic pursuit of that army.

When Gen. Meade received this dispatch, which was practically
the President's, he at once sent in his resignation and demanded that it be
accepted. Linceln refused to accept it, saying what he had said to Meade
"was not intended as a censure but as a stimulus t6 an active pursuit.”
(War Recs., Vol., 27, part 1, p. 93-94.)

On re~crossing the Potomac, fen. Lee fell back into that
well-known Ccnfederate harbor of refuge, the Shenandoah Valley, piacing his
army on the line of Opequan Cresek. This was the same position his forces
had occupied after their retreat from Antletam the previous year. Here he
soon revictualed his méﬁ and secured for them other supplies, so that in a
short time they were comparatively comfortable. He also added to his army
saveral thousand volunteers and conscripts. The latter class, strangely
enough, were proving brave soldiers; see how they fought at Gettysburg.

Meade's plan of advance into Virginia was simply to follow
along after Lee;, not directly after him, but to keep in his wake, He had

no definite design. meé expacted to fight Lee If he came in contact with
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him, but he had no idea where the point of contact would be, A skilfful
general would have marched so as %0 -head off his enemy at é certain point
where a defeat would be most destructive, or attack him on the flank at a
certain other point of 1like character, But Gen, Meade seemed content to
trail aleng after the Confederates; wherever they went he would follow; he
would conform his movements t0o theirs. He did not know where he was going,
but he was on his way!

One thing was certain: He would not follow directly after
lee, but on a parallel 1line, and s0 he marched over the 0ld McClellan route,
up the Loudoun Valley, the regilon of fat sheep and other good foraging. He
thought that by keeping his army close up along the eastern side of the
Blue Ridge he would some day find a chance to break through a gap and then,
having the advantage, fall upon Lee and worst him badly; and he knew he

must do this before Lee found a good chance to break through a gap and come

over and fall upon him. And while this was a hap-haz’ard way of campalignw
§

ing, which no great general would sanction, such a chance actually came to
Gen. Meade.

The army crossed the Potomac on pontoon bridges at Harper's
Perry and Berlin, July 17 and 18, and followed southward, skirting the Blue
Ridge on the eastern side. Lee, conforming to this movement, fell back
sti1l further up the Shenandoah, passing Winchester and Kernstown, and send-
ing Longstreet on ahead with his Corps %o Culpeper. Mindful of Lincoln's
scolding, Gen. Meade was now "stimulated to an active pursuit" of lLee. By
the 22d he had reached tne lManassas Gap in the Blue Ridge when the long Con=

federate column was passing on the other side of the mountain range. The .

A YACHAA M almg o o uole 4t Pl 1&‘[}'.(‘( gl st LAY,
two armiegkhad been acting somewhat like two hostile dogs trotting along on

either side of a fence, glaring and growling at each other and occasionally
stopping to snap and bite. Now here was an opening in the fence!

Gen. Meade acted promptly. Longstreet had sent a small
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force into Manassas Gap to hold it; but Meade's skirmishers soon attacked
this force. On the 22d Meade sent Sickles's Third Corps, now under gen.
, French, into the Gap to clean it out, Gen. Meade had determined to attack
the Confederates. He directed all five of hls Corps upon Manassas Gap, in-
tending to use them all 1if necessary. Gen. French, with his Third Corps,
was to have the advance and bring on the fight. The Confederates, a part
of Longstreat's Corps, were known to be in position on the west side of the
Gap, near Front Royal, a little town on the Shenandoah, a few miles west of
Manassas (ap. Tt must be borne in mind that Manassas Gap 1s 50 miles west-
ward from Manassas Station, near Bull Run.

Gen. French proved distressingly inadequate for his job. He
was personally brave and would fight hard, but he did not know enough to

conduct a movement of any considerable proportions. With an entire diviw

sion he puttered about a whole day in Manassas Gap, deceived by the vigor
a

with which Hood's skirmishers fought. Gen., Spinolé's New York Excelsior
Brigade chiefly represented the Union force at the front. It succeeded in
driving out the Confederates to near Front Royal only after sundown, and the
army, in battle array, lay down in bivouac' to resume the fight the next
morning, But when morning came and the Unlon dog rose up, shook himself,
and limbered his muscles for the conflict, he found that during the night
the Confederate dog had slipped away and was then running as fast as he
could for Culpeper!
Gen. lMeade was greatly disappointed and even incensed at gen.

French's failure. It was openly charged that gen. French was drunk that

day, (See Gen. De Trobriand's "Four Years"), and that this was his usual
‘ condit ion. Gen. lMeade fairly foamed with rage; he might have taken violent
measures if he and gen. French had not been warm personal friends. Gen.
Meade had five army Corps available for battle at Front Royal; the Confed-

egrates had but Longstreet's Corps. A Union victory here would have rulned
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Lee's two other Corps as well as Longstreet's, But it seemed that some-
things always prevented the Army of the Potomac from winning a decided and
complete victory.

oo Py ‘(““Longstreet pushed on rapidly for Culpeper, leaving Benning's

,%rigade to keep open the road for A, P, Hill's Corps, which was coming from;
the north. Hill followed Longstreet to Culpeper, where they both were on |
the 27th. Wright's Bripade was left at Front Royal to hold open Manassas
gap for Ewell's Corps, which was far behind. When Ewell's advance got up
it found Wright skirmishing at the Gap with the Union cavalry, and Ewell
sent a strong re~snforcement to help keep them In check, which was done.

Then Ewell ran off down the valley and passed the Blue Ridge to the east §

through Thornton's Gap, 20 miles below Front Royal, and went on to Madison,f

15 miles southwest of Culpaper. Early's Division of Ewell was in the rear?
and it was ordered to march west of Front Royal and avold contact with the g
Union forces. It reached Madison C. H, July 29. In the skirmishing near{
Manassas Gap, called the action at Wapping Heights, Frenchts force engaged
lost 103 killed and wounded., Gen. Meade pulled away the Third Corps from
Front Royal and sent it into camp 12 miles east, between Salem and Warren-
ton. Why Gen. Meade did not move to attack A. P. Hill's Corps, after he

had failed to get Longstreet to fight, cannot be explained.

By August 3 nen. Ewell had heen called down from Madison C,

H., and all three of the Confederate Corps wers strung out along the south
ide of the Rapidan from Orange C, He On the west to Germanna Ford on the

east, in the vicinity of Chancellaorsville, Meade's army was on the Rappa=
hannock, a few miles north of Lee's.

As soon as he had his army fixed in good quarters, nen. Lee
tendered his resignation of the command of the Confederate army and urged
its acceptance. He sald he was in 111 health, suffering from sciatic rheu-

matism; that he was worn out; that he believed the Confederate people did
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not like him or have confidence in him any longer, and that there were two

generals of his rank--Joe Johnston and Beauregard--bstter qualified for the
command. But Jeff Davis would not accept the resignation. Longstreet

says: "He was jealous of Johnston, and nourished prejudice against Beauw

regard.”




THE FIRST MINNESOTA BACK ON THE RAPPAHANNOCK,

July 15, the next day after the Confederates crossed the
Potomac, the Second Corps marched to Sandy Hook, near Harper's Ferry. This
was familiar ground to the First Minnesota. The Regiment had first visit«
ed it two years before, when the war was new, and 1t had repeated the visit

in the fall of 1862, after Antietam, Now it was here for the third time,

On the l16th the march was continued five miles through Sandy Hook into

Pleasant Vallevy, and here the command rested for two days and drew new
clothing, which was badly needed.

On the 18th the Regiment crossed the Potomac over a pontoon
bridge to Harper's Ferry,Abut without stopping went on and crossed the
Shenandoah on & new wire bridge, and kept on down the Loudoun Vailey for
about eight miles, The next day it marched eight miles to near Wood Grove.
On the 20th it went about 12 miles t¢0 near Snicker's Gap and Bloomfield and
then halted for another two days' rest.

The men always remembered the Snicker's Gap district and the
others on the line of this march fer the abundance and lusciousness of the
blackberries, now ripe and to be found almost anywhere, The weather was
hot, the roads dusty, the rations were stale and net suited to the occasicen,
and the frequent change of water was not health prbmoting. Diarrhoea broke
out among the men and promised to become a serious matter, when the black-
terry patches were encountered. In a few days there was no diarrhoea. The
berries, sweetened with the army's brown sugar, constituted a cordial which
was a soverelign remedy. The manna and the quails were not more heartily
welccemed by the Tsraelites when they were traveling through the wllderness
than was this luscious fruit by men of the Army of the Potomac when they
were toiling down the Loudoun Valley 1n July, 1863,

On the 22d the coammand marched from f{® Snicker's Gap, where

it had served in November, 1862, The next day it marched in all 17 miles.
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It first reached lMarkham Station, on the Manassas Gap Railroad (running be-
tween the Shenandoah Valley and Manassas Junction, near Bull Run,) and after
& brief halt was ordered on to Manassas Gap, preparatory to being engaged in
Gen. leade's anticipated battle with Longstreet, The road was rough and it
was midnight before the Gap was reached. The men made coffee and bivouacked.
The next evening occurred the action at Wapping Heights, The command expect-
ed to be ordered through the Gap the next morning and take part in a great
battle, but Longstreet retreated the night of the 23d and the next day the
givision returned to Markham Station, five miles from the Gap. On the 25th
;he march was resumed for 20 miles tc White Plains, and on the 26th it was
continued for 20 miles to Warrenton. At Warrenton, a town well known to the
Army of the Potomac, the Regiment remained in camp until July 30,

July 31 the second Corps marched from its camp on Elk Run to

Morrisville, which is 18 miles south of Warrenton, a few miles north of the

North Fork of the Rappahannock, and 20 miles northeast of Fredericksburg.
Here in camp, which was moved a few times hither and thither in the woeds,
the First Minnesota remained until August 15.

The Regimental monthly returns for-July (made cn the 3lst)
showed "present for duty equipped” 14 officers and 130 men in the Regiment
proper, a total of 1l44. The company of Sharpshcoters attached to the Regi-
ment numbered 2 officers and 22 men, making a total of the Regiment's

strength of 168, Capt. Coates was still in command.




ENFORCING THE DRAFT TN NEW YORK CITY,

After Gettysburg both the Union and the Confederate authori-
ties were very active in enforcing their respective conscript laws and or-
ders and drafting men for their armies, The Confederates had beah making
conscripts since the early spring of 1862, eand by the summer of 1863 had a
most sweeping drafting system. By this‘means, largely, they were able to
replenish their depleted ranks; there were very few volunteers.

The Union authorities avoided this harsh method of raising
soldiers for a long time after the Confederates had adopted it. They subw
stituted the offer of liberal bounties and other inducements, but at last
they had to resort to draftinge. The President had issued his proclamation
from time to time, calling for volunteers, & certain quota proportioned to
the military population of each state. Several gtates, and districts in-
side the §tate, had failed to furnish their quoté; under the proclamations,
and Marcﬁ—ﬁ, 1863, Congress passed the conscription act. Lists of able~
bodied males cver 18 and under 45 residing in the delinquent districts were
made out and the names, written on slips, put into boxes, Then a number
of slips corresponding to the number of men required were drawn outy and the
men whose names were on the list, if found eligible, were required to report
for duty as soldiers. Each man so drafted, however, was allowed to furnish

an altogether acceptable substitute in hig stead.

The draft was generally well enforced throughout the northern

gtates except in a few of the large cities. Bosten and New York were nota-
ble exceptions. In these cities, especially in New York, there were many
foreign-born ¢itizens, who were generally willing enough to vote and hold
office, but did not want to fight. They had been naturalized almost solew
1y by the influence ¢f politicians who wanted their votes. They were withe
cut eny real love for America and republican institutions, and in the great

war then raging hardly cared which side should win; at least they did not
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care enough to go out and fight and turn the scale in favor of the Unibn.
These men were practically all of them in asscciation with
an element c¢f the Democratic party called"Copperheads?# A sub-element of
these men was  out of all sympathy with the war for the Union; another sub=-
element was -opposed to disunion and justified the wa5 but wanted it stop~
ped at the earliest pericd possible by negotiation and compromise with the
Confederates. Another sub~element, composed largely of lawyers, reprobated
and condemned secession and the establishment of the Southern Confederacy,
but objected to the war, They were great sticklers for the forms of la%
and seemed to want the Confederates suppressed by the force of the Civil law.
Probably they thought it practicable that indictments should be found against
the Confederates by U, S, grand juries, and then U, S. marshals sent down
south to arrest Lee and the other generals and their soldiers and put them
in jailpand finally try them in open court and punish them for their offenses!
The men in the cities that objected moest strenuously to being
drafted were, nine~tenths of them, forsign born and most of them lived by
their daily labor. They were opposed to the abolition of slavery, because
they believed that the freed ﬁegroes would come up north and take their jobs.
They were told that the negroes caused the war and they hated the poor black
people intenselye. These misguided men finally declared in mass meetings
and otherwise that they would "no%t fight to free the nigpers," that they

would not be "dragged off into the nigger war," etc., and that they would

fight to the death against conscripticn. S b?u;k]r;ﬁ‘

On Monday, July 135; the drawing was resumeéxand a great riot
broke out, The ricters included mest of the scum of the city and the unde«

sirable citizens, nearly all foreigners. The most desperate characters

i*%# In the southern states there is a vencmous vellowish snake called a cop~
perhead. It conceals itself in the grass and brush and strikes without
warning. The Republicans likened the political element above described teo
the copperhead snakes.
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Joined and came from their dens armed for fire, pillege, and murder. ‘The?gﬁ}Q,
fF

%gﬁtconscription officers were attacked, sacked and burned, and those in charge
beaten up and a few killed. The rioters seemed transformed into savages.
They swarmed through the strsets, beating or murdering every negro they
caught, assaulting and chasing the conscript officers and others, and went
on from bad to worse, They broke open and plundered fine mansions and house-
es and also robbed many stores. They burned some public buildings, among
which was an asylum for colored orphan children. For three days the city
was glven over to a terrible condition of things, a series of riots in which
at last womenjand some childre%)engaged in everj disorderly crime from thiev-.
ing to murder,

The police of the city charged the rioters everywhere and
Tar as was possible protected deserving persons and their property. At
Inception of the riots the militia organizations of the city were absent
Pennsylvania and Maryland, being sent thither to resist Lee's invasion. They
were sent for and hurried back to the city, and soon after their arrival the
rioting and the rioters were suppressed. Col. Robert Nugent, formerly col-
onel of the Tanmany Regimenﬁ, was provost marshal aof the city and knew how
to handle troops. In two days, by the killing and wounding of 1,000 or
1,200 ricters, order was restored. Only a few of the militia were killed.
The most prominent vietim of the insanity of the rioters was a Col., O'Brien
who was knocked down in the street and beaten and trampled to death; a priest
administered the last sacrament of the church to him as he lay dying on the
sidewalk. A company of U, S, marines was set upon, their arms taken from
them, and several of them killed,

One provision of the first conscription law exempted a draft-
ed man from service upon payment of $300, This provision was borrowed from
the Confederate law, which exempted a conscript who could pay $200. 118

caused great dissatisfaction among the poor men who were drafted and wers unw-
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able to pay the exemption fee. In the south the poor men said: "This is a
rich man's war but a poor man's fight," and the northern poor men endorsed
the sentiment. Finally the draft was suspended and the City Council agreed
to pay the $300 exemption fee for every drafted man unable to pay it. The
city also had to pay afterwards about $1,500,000 for the property destroyed
by the rioters. In time the cash exemption was abolished. A drafted man
then in a loyal state must either serve himself or furnish an acceptable
substitute at his own expense, In the gouth every fighting man--at last
from 15 to 60=-was forced out and made to enter the military service; no
substitute and no bounties.

The draft worked real hardship in many instances, especially
in the eastern states. Even many Republicans and other loyal people were
opposed to it. | The poor conscript did not receive proper consideration; he
was as unable to hire a substitute as he was to pay the $300, and everybody

sorry for him, When the drawing in New York was ordered resumed, Aug-
19, thére was apprehension of further trouble, The New York militia,
even the New York regiments in the army, were bélieved t0 be in such sym-
pathy with the drafted men that they could hardly be depended upon to fire
on their fellow citizens that should resist the conscription. Regiments
from the Army of the Potomac, but from other states, were to be used to keep
the peace and enforce the law if necessary.

July 30 Gen, Halleck ordered Gen. Meade to send four regiments
of infantry--emphasizing the fact that they must be "not New York or Pennsyl-
vania"«- to New York to report to Gen. Canby, to help enforce the draft, Gen.
Meade sent the First and Thirty-Second Massachusetts, Fifth Wisconsin, and

Twentietn Indiana. (See War. Recs., vol, 27, part 1, pp. 107«108),. After-

ward otheﬂLegiments, all to be from western states, were ordered to rem=sn-

force those at New York, and two of those sent were the Third and Fifth Mich-

igan, of De Trobriand's Brigade, of the Third Corps.




#713

August 15, while the Second Corps was in its camps north of
the Rappahannock, near Morrisville and Elk Run, three regiments were ordered

sent to New York. These were the First Minnesota and Seventh Michigan, of

ﬁaneock's Division, and the Eighth Ohio, of Hays's Division. The regiments

named march&&he same afternoon to Bealeten Station, on the Orange & Alexanw
dria Railroad, took the cars after nightfall, and reached Alexandria very
early on the morning of the 1l6th, Col. S. S. Carroll, of the Eighth Ohio,
was in command of the three regiments; for some time he had commanded a bri
gade in the Third (Hays's) Division,. Lieut. Myron Shepard, then of the
Hastings company (H), was a member of Col. Carroll's staff,.

The First lay at Alexandria, with its comrade regiments, un-
til August 20, when the draft had begun. Tt then went on board the ocean
steamer "Atlantic," and the next morning sailed for New York, During the
night, in some unknown manner, Lieut., August Kreuger, of Company A, of St.
Paul, fell from the ship intec the Potomac and was drowned. The ship was
greatly crowded, and the officer was not missed until the vessel was well
under waye The body was recovered, easily ldentified, and subsequently
cared for by Chaplain Conwell, who was sent back from New York City on that
duty.

On the 224 the Regiment was sailing on the great Atlantic.
The sea was rolling and the ship rolled with it, and nearly every land lub-
ber was seasick, To the great relief of everybody the transport entered
New York harbor on the morning of the 23d., The Pirst Minnesota was landed
and encamped on Governor's Island, and here it remained for five enjoyable
days. Truly its lines had fallen in pleasant places, Tt was not called
out to shoot anybody, for the draft proceeded quietly; and 1t had fine quar-
ters, the boys had a little money to spend, and Capt., Coates, the regimental
commander, was very liberal in the matter of paas;izillowing the boys to go

out and "see the town." On the 28th the Regiment crossed over Buttermilk
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Channel to Brooklyn and sncamped in a beautiful square called Washington

Park, now "the Plaza," where the soldiers' and sailors' monumental arch
stands.

The good record of the Regiment seemed to be known to many
people in Brooklyn. Its frightful but gallant experience at Gettysburg
was fresh in their minds, for the newspapers had told of 1it.. They showed
the Minnesotians many flattering attentions. September 4 the ladies of
Carlton Avenue M, E. church gave them a sumptuous temperance banquet and
feasted and feted them in admirable style. Carlton Avenue runs between
the two largest thoroughfares in Brooklyn, Flatbush and Atlantic Avenuss,
and the church was not very far from canp.

September 6 the command c¢rossed on the ferry to New York City
proper, but only marched through a part of the city to a ship wharf. Here
it embarked on the stcamship "Empire City" for its return to old Virginia
and the field of duty and glory. After a very pleasant 1little ocean voyage
the First Minnesota returned tc Alexandria and disembarked ¢n the 8th. Here
it remained until the 12th, when it set out for its proper place in the o0ld
Gorman Brigade, which it found in camp west of Culpeper C, H,, on the Orange
& Alexandria Railroad. Tt joined the brigade on the 16th and went into
camp about 12 miles west of its former station. Tts excursion to New York

had been practiceally a pleasant picnic from start to finish,




THE CAMPATGN OF MANEUVERS,

The First Minnesota returned to its place in the Army of the
Potomac September 16. Gen. Hancock was still in the hospital from his Get-
wound and the terrible and dangerous surgicel cperations fellowing
it, and Gen. Gouverneur X, Warren, the great army engineer, was now 1in com-«
mand of the Second Corps. Gen. Gibbon was also still laild up with the
wounds he received at the time of Pickett's charge, and Gen. Harrow was
8t11l in command of the Second Division, The old Gorman First Brigade was
now commanded by Col. DeWitt Clinton Baxter, of the well-kncwn Baxter's Fire

Zouaves., Later Ccl. Baxter tcok command of the Second Brigade, tec vhich
r "'ﬁ"

his regiment, Kbe Zouave% (seventy-Second Pennsylvania) belonged, end Col.
Francis E. Heath, of the Nineteenth Maine, cormanded the First Brigade.
Capt. Coates continued in command of the First Minnesota until October 4,
when Maj. Mark W. Docwnie returned from the hospitalland relieved him, Octo-
ber al Gen. Harrow's resignation from the service was accepted, and Gen. Al
exander S. Webb, of the Second Brigade, assumed command of the division.

The campaign that followed the occupation of the upper Rap=
pahannock country by the armies of Gsn. Meade and Gen. Lee was practically
a series of maneuvers by each army. Gen. Lee soon realized that 1in Gen.
Meade he had a foeman worthy of his steel, The southern commander frankly
told his generals, when they were planning the Mi;e Run campaign, that of
all the Federal commanders that had led the Army of the Potomac Gen. leade

was the ablest, As the scuthern writers quote him (see Maj. Stiles's "Four

Years Under Marse Robert," p. 228, geo. C. Eggleston's "Rebel's Recollec~

tions,"” etc.,) Gen. lee said:

Gen. Meade is the most troublesome Pederal commander we have
yet met. He 1is not only a general of courage, intellligence, and ability,
but consclend¢ious and careful. He is not afraid +to fight upcn an equal
chance, and is constantly looking for an opportunity. If we make any mis-
teke in his front, he will be certain to take advantage of 1it.
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Gen., Longstreet says that before Grant came Gen. lee, in re-
ferring to the Union generals he had contended against, saild:; "Meade glves
“‘3

me more trouble and uneasiness than any of them," To Prof. D§bney, Lee

sald of Meade: "He was the ablest commander of the Army of the Potomac."

Asked about McClellan, he smiled significantly and said: "ye is a very good

military engineer;" of Burnside and Hooker, he said: "You know their re-
cords." (D%bney's Life ¢f Jackscn).

If gen. Meade had only destroyed Lee's army after Gettysburg,
as it seems he might have done, the opinion that he was a great general
would have been unanimous throughout the country. Pemberton had handed over
the FOJs of the Mississippl River to Grant at Vicksbhurg that July 4, and the
&afaai of Lee would probably have resulted in the delivery of a title deed
to the city of Richmond to Gen. Meade. The loyal people of the country
would have bestowed upon him every honor but the presidency; it was claimed
that, because he was not a "natural bern citizen;” he could not, undér the
constitution, be president, notwithstanding the Federal law of 1855, He was
born in 181§}at CadiZ, Spain, where his father was U, S, naval agent. Both
hls parents were American citizens and his birth was under the American Tlags

Lee and lleade now sat down to watch each other, A consider-
able period of repcse followed. Scouts were sent slily out, but no import-
ant movements were made for some time. Each arvny was soon largely recruit-
ed by conscripts. On the Union side a majority of this element made good,
brav$ and faithful soldiers. A few, however, were only "food for powder,"
Of the worthless element half deserted within twenty days after they reached
the army. This evil of desertion grew so great that to check it several ofw-
fenders, when arrested, were sentenced by courts martial to be shot, and the
sentences carried out. Others were sent to the Dry Tortugas, etc. The
Fifteenth Massachusetts had one deserting conscript shot October 30, and the

whole brigade was called ocut to witness the unpleasant spectacle of the
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shooting. There were a dozen or more of such executions in the army that
falle, The First Minnescta had no deserters at this time. b4
As the armies were doine nothing but watching and waiting,

they did not need all their men, Out in the west, howsver, near Chatta-

e Ay e Clubtarny E
nooga, Gen. Bragg, of the COnfederates,Awas "hollering his head off" for re-

enforcements, saying that if he did not get them he wculd be overwhelmed by
the Union forces under Gen. Rosecrans. 80 about the middle of September,
gen. Lengstreet, with Hood's and McLaws's Divisions (nine brigades) of his
Corps were sent by railrcad tc help Gen. Bragg; Pickett's Division was sent
to Petevsburg; because after its famous charge it did not have encugh men
left for a respectable killing, and some time was required to make it big
again. Longstreet and his two diﬁisions got to gen. Bragg the very day the
battle of Chickamauga began, September 18, Their presence and work :::{f
largely responsible for the defeat of Gen. Rosecrans in that great battle.
About the first week in November, Longstreet and his command were sent to
derolish Gen., Burnside and his little force at Knowville, Tenn., but the at-
tempt failed disastrously for the Confederates. Gen. Longstreet and his
two divisions did not return to Lee's army until in April, 1864.

After Chickamauga, when Gen. Rosecrans had been disastrously
defeated and retired t¢ Chattanooga, he to¢ called for help from the Union
army in Virginia, whose trcops were not working very hard. Two Corps, the
ﬁleventh (8,000) and the Twelfth (10,600) were sent from Meade's army to
Chattancoga in the last week of September. The first shipment started
from Washington Séptsmber 25, and went by rail all the way. After arriving
at Chattanocoga the two Corps were consclidated and formed the Twentileth

Corps, commanded by Gen. Joe Hooker. The Corps did splendid work in the

battles ahout Chattanoogae and on the Atlantic and Savannah campalgns, as

well as on Sherman's campaign through the Carolinas, and the regiments that

failed at Chancellorsville and Gettysburg nobly and fully atoned for their
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shortcomings in those actions when they were put to work under the renowned

"Cump" Sherman, who could always get fight out of a men if there was any in

him.

gen. lMeade's army was now composed of the First, Second, Third,
Pifth, and Sixth Armmy Corps. On the 10th of October he had "present for
duty equipped? or available for the line ¢f battle, 59,019 infantry, 11,419
cavalry, 6,009 artillery men, a total of 76,446 officers and men ready to
fight. He -had 299 pleces of cannon of all calibers.

October 20, after he had lost 3,000 men on the Bristoe cam-
paign, Gen. Lee had in his army A. P, Hill's and Ewell's Corps and Coocke's
Brigade, in all 37,413 infantry, 7,429 cavalry, and 3,844 artillery men, a
grand total of 48,686 officers and msn prepared for the firing line. He
had 182 pieces ¢f ' cannon, Thus Gen. Meade's actual fighting force was
superior to Gen. lee's by 25,000 mén end 117 pleces of cannon. Surely the
national administration and the loyal element of the country had a right to

expect quick and valuable results from pgen. Meade,




THE FIRST MANEUVER.

But though he was the stronger and was equal in courage, Gen.

Meade hesitated to take the aggressive against Lee. pe sent out his cavalry

to operate after he learned that longstreet had taken away hils Corps. Sep=
tember 13 the cavalry, supported by the Second Ceorps, crossed the Rappahan-
nock and attacked Lee's cavalry, driving it to the Rapidan and capturing
three cannons and a lot ¢of prisoners. The Second Corps occupied Culpeper
C. H., taking no part in the fighting but ready to advance the moment the
cavalry cleared the fords over the Rapidan. Tt must be remembered that the
Rapidan is virtually the south fork of the Rappahannock, uniting with the
north fork about 12 or 15 miles west of Fredericksburg. Culpeper is on the
peninsula between the twc streams and seven or eight miles north of the Rapi-
dan. The cavalry couid not clear the Rapidan fords.

Then September 16 pgen. Meade crossed his entire army to the
south side of the Rappahannock and took up positions around Culpeper C. H.,
with two Corps (the First and Sixth) advanced to the Rapidane. ye meant to
cross the latter stream aﬁd attack lee, whose army was strung along the
south bank, but he found that 21l crossings were commanded from Lee's side
of the river by higher ground and by fortifications, and were impassablq;
the works were being'made stronger every hour. Gen Meade then planned a’
great flanking movement to the west part of the stream where the crossings
were practicable; but just as he was about to put this movement into execuw-
tion the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps were taken away from him, and he feared
to undertake 1t with his diminished force.

Had Gen. McClellan been in command of the army when these
Corps were taken away, he would have filled the air with protests and yelled
and yelled for re-enforcements ever after, and in the meantime would have
retreated after another Savage's Station affalr, But Gen. Meade stood his

ground. He did not go into hysterics over the situaticn, and in a 1little
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time, by the arrival of conscripts and out-serving detachments, his army, in
point of numbers, was conslderably the supericr of Lee's again. In a few
days the administration, unsolicited, made good the withdrawal of the two
Corps.

;en. Meade essayed again his contemplated flank movement.
October 10 he sent Gen. Buforéjwith his cavalry divisioE}to the westward to
uncover the upper fords of the Rapildan. He then expected to move a large
force across these fords and attack the enemy in the rear, when the First
and Sixth Corps would force the passages in their fronts,

But to gen. Meade's astonishment, when Gen. Buford reached
those upper fords he found that gen. lee, with his army, had already passed
them on his way north with the intention of turning Meadets right or north
flank! The advance of the Confederates was well across Robinson's River,

(5 northern tributary of the Rapidan, flowing southeastwardly through Madison

countyz)and indeed was driving Meade's cavalry from Madison C, H., which is

18 miles west of Culpeper.,

To meet this new danger pgen Meade, October 11, hastily with-
drew his army north of the Rappahannock, abandoning the town of Culpeper.
The next day, however, learning that the Confederates were in Culpeper, Gen.
Meade determined to go back and attack them. Accordingly he took the Sew
cend, Fifth, and Sixth Corps and re-crossed the Rappahannock, en route for
Culpeper. The infantry got as far as Brandy Station (which is in Culpeper
County, on the Orange & Alexandria, five miles southwest of the north fork
and ten miles northeast of Culpeper) and Buford's cavalry drove the cavalry
scouts ¢f the enemy back into Culpeper. Meade intended moving to the at-
tack the next morning; but during the night he received a dispatch from Gen.
Gregg, cormmanding a cavalry division which hadbeen guarding the upper fords
of the Rappahannock and Hazel Rivers, and this dispatch said that Gregg and

his division had been "forced back" early in the morning from Hazel River
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and in the afternoon from the Rappahannocg (North Fork) and that the Confed-

4 u .
erates were crossing the latter strean at Fapquiepf Sulphur Springs and Water-

'1co, 15 miles north of Culpeper., Leok out, gen. Meade!

The Union commander now realized that his right flank had
been turned by Lee, who might possibly go on to Washington City before he
could be stopped, For Culpeper 1s only 60 miles southwest of WashingtonJ
and Lee, having escaped Meade's forces, and continuing to ﬁséape them, éould
easlly reach the capitol city in three days. Meade also realized that Lee
would beat him to Warrenton, northeast of Culpeper, if he attempted to march
for that important point. The military thing for him to do was to move the
army in all haste for Washington along the interior line of the Orange & Al-
exandria Railrogad. By that route, though it was longer than lee's, he
could, by hard marching, beat Lee to Washingtons-where there was now great
excitement, of course--and insure the safety of the national capital,

So on the 15th Meade blew up the railroad Eridge over the

——

~North Fork, withdrew his army along cs&:b*c&a(;?gqrﬁi}roagx\burning bridges
and depots, to Catlett's Station, which is in Fa;qur;xbounty, 20 miles north«
east of Brandy Station and 15 miles socuthwest of Manassas Junction, near the
Bull Run battle-ground, The next day the advance of the army reached Center-
ville, 20 miles from Washington, and the capital was safe, On the morning
of that day, near the hamlet of Auburn, Jeb Stuart's cavalry skirmished with
Caldwell's Division, of the Secohd Corps, suddenly firing shells among Caldw
well's men when they had halted and were making coffee for breakfast; they
had made a night march.

Stuart and two brigades ¢f his cavalry, Funsten's and Gordon's,

had spent the previcus night cowering and trembling in their saddles in a boe-
dy of timber betwqen the hamlet ¢f Auburn and Catlett's Station. They were

also between the Fifth and the Second Corps of Meade's army, about half a

mile from the Fifth and 400 yards from Caldwell's Division of the Second, and
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snugly enclosed! The whole command would have been captured had its pres-

ence been discovered. It was released the next morning by the moving of

Gen. Caldwell's Division; when it marched it left a wide space which Stuart

s00n passed. The audacious Confederate then followed Caldwell's men and
coming upon them gave them a volley or two from one of his batteries. (See
McClellan's Campaigns of Stuart, p. 90,) One of his shells killed seven

of Caldwell's men. (Warren's report.)




THE BATTLE OF BRISTOE STATION.

The same day, October 14, but later, A, P, Hill threw Heth's
Division and Cook'e Brigade against the line of Webb's and Hays's Divisions
at Bristoe Station. This station, on the Orange & Alexandria, is in Prince
William County, eight miles southwest of Manassas Junction and 35 miles
southwest of Washingtone The Second Corps alone was in the viecirnity of
Broad Run and Bristoe; the Third was near Bull Run, &nd the Fifth was a few
miles in advance and both were hurryiﬁ§ﬁ3ﬁ¥ggygrds centerville, Gen. H111 
reports that this day'he picked up as;;iﬁxiekéwlso men of the Third Corps.

mThe attack was almost wholly on the First (the old Gorman)
and Third Brigades of Webb's Divisiocn and the Third Brigade of Hays's Divi-
sion. It was most handscmely repulsed. The Union treops were behind a
good railroad emhankmént, and the affalr was & minlature Marye's Helghts,
.with the position of the hostile armies reversed, The Confederates lost
heavily. Gen. Heth reported that out of the four brigades he had in the
fight he had 143 killed, 773 wounded, and 445 captured, a total of 1,361;
artillery lcéi 34 additional. In addition he lost two regimental flags and
a five-gun battery, the Second Rockbridge (Virginia) Artillery. The total

loss of the three Union brigades engaged was 28 killed, 192 wounded, and 37

gate of 257,

2

missing, an aggre
The object of the Confederate aftack on Bristoe Station was

the d@struction of Warren's Second Corps, and this great peril was avoided

oniy by the intelligent and brave conduét of Gen, Warren and his officers

and men of the three brigades that did the fighting under him. The First,

Third, Fifth and Sixth Corps of Meade's army were in front, to the north,

and the extreme advance was nearing Washington. The Second Corps was bring-

ing up the rear, If it got into trouble, it was too far behind to be help-

ed by the other Corps. The Confederate line of march was parallel with but

to the north or left of the Union route, bdbut oniy & Tfew mlles away.
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Stuart's cavalry, which had narrowly escaped capture the night
before, and which fired into Caldwell's rear division the next morning, had
reported the situation to Lee, mhe Southern commander now thought he had a
fine opportunity to cut Meade's line in two and capture the historic Second
Corps with 1ts "three-leafed clover" badges--and the opportunity really was
presaent. The reports for October 10 showed that the whole strength of the

Corps present for duty was 8,830 infantry, 553 artillerymen, a total of 9,383,

with 32 pileces of artillery, "and no cavalry." (See Warren's report, War

Recs.)

Hill's Confederate Corps had, October 1, pressnt for duty,
16,297 infantry. On the l4th, at Bristoe, he must have had 16,000 of these,
and he also had in his movement Cooke's independent worth carolina brigade
of 2,300, or 18,300 infantry and McIntosh's and Poague's battalions of artil-
lery, olight batteries, with at least 500 more nen, Then to help him he had
Fitz Hugh Lee's Division of cavalry. (See vol. 29, part 1, War Recs.) In
all A. P, Hill had more than 20,000 fighting men to Gen. Warren's 9,000,
True, one~tenth of his infantry men were stark barefoot, short of blankets,
and all of them wers ragged and dirty and hungry, and the weather that week
was extraordinarily cold; but these diaconforts did not interfere with their
fighting qualities. A hungry and destitute soldier becomes desperate and
fi ghts harder than one that is well-fed and content.,

Had Gen. Hill thrown his whole Corps against Gen. Warren at
Bristoe, the effect would have been very bad for the Union army; but he chose
McClellan's and Burnside's tactics of sending in one division of his force
at a time. The one division he sent in was enough for him; it got licked
80 badly that he didn't want to send in another. Gen. Lee was greatly dis=
appointed and chagrined at the result of the fight. He felt that the defeat
virtually destroyed his plans against Meade. His best blographer, Col. Cooke

who was on his staff at the time, s&ysjin_his Life of Lee)(p. 354) that the
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General had been anxious for a fight with Meade while he had him on *he

march, nNoOw=-

He had come up only with his rear guard, under circumstances
which seemed to seal the fate of that detached force, and that small rear
guard had repulsed him completely, killing and wounding large numbers of his
men, capturing prisoners and artillery from him, and retiring in triumph
with but slight loss to themselves, The fight he was anxious for had come
off on the banks of Broad Run, and the victory was overwhelmingly for the
Federal troops. # # # Gen, Lee rode forward to the field upon which
Gen. Hill had sustained his bloody repulse, and Hill, depressed and morti«
fied at the mishap, endeavorsd to explain the contretempjys and vindicate
himself from censure. lLee listened in silence as they rode among the desad
bodies, and at length replied gravely and sadly: "Well, well, general; bury
these poor men and let us say no ' mére about it.,"

The little battle is more particularly described on subsequent




CONCLUSTON OF THE FIRST MANEUVERING,

After the fighting stopped at Bristoe, Gen, Lee hurried for-
ward tne divisions ¢f Ewell's Corps to assist Hill in overwhelming Warrsen
with his 9,000, But night came on hefore Lee could make his dispositions
for attack, and Warren's skirmishers having discovered what was afoot, the
Second Corps was put in motion at once, marched all night, carrying along
its 450 prisoners and the captured cannon, and the next morning joined the
maln army at Centerville. So Lee lost a lot of valuable time at Bristoe
and this proved bad for his enterprise.

Had Gen. Meade used the diligence in pursuing lee after Get-
tysburg that he did in checking hils maneuvers on the Bristoe campaign, how
differently things would have turned out! On the maneuvers 0f the Bristoe
campaign he was all energy and industry. e marched the men night and day,
giving them but a few hours' sleep out of the twenty-four, and he worked
them harder than thay had ever been worked before. And they submitted loy~
ally, even cheerfully, to every hardship and every requirement., Thelr con-

duct proved what they could have been made to do on other occasions. Com~

pare lleade's march from the Rappahannock to Centerville, 63 miles in three

days, t0 McClellan's snail-like movement from Frederick to Antietam, 18
miles, during the three days preceding the great battle!

Lee pushed his advance columns as far north as Bull Run and
skirmished with the Union pickets at Blackburn's Ford, the Stone bridge, and
other historic points connected with the Bull Run battlefield. Gen. Meade
thought he meant to cross Bull Run and attack him; "and if he does," said
:en. Meade, "he will never get back." Meade's scouts and spies made him
belisve that nothing was more certain than a Confederate attack upon him in
his Centerville position, and that the Confederate generals confidently ex-
pected t0 drive him back into the Potomac and under the inner defenses of

Washington.
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Lee had really intended to march clear up to the walls of
Washington, but Bristoe Station and Meadets reaching the Capital City ahead
of him, though traveling over a longer line, made him pause and consider,
and theié he changed his mind. On the 17th he ordered his army at the
front to commence retiring, but to burn everything inflammable on the Orange
& Alexandria Raillroad as they retired. This the Confederates did. They
purned every tie, heated and twisted every rail, demolishe?tey?ry water tank,
and destroyed every bridge and trestle that Meade had no%ff;;£MCub Run to
the Rappahannock,. This was practically a plece of spite work done in re-
venge for the fallure of the campaign. It cut no figure towards securing
the independence of the Southern Confederacy, for Col. McCallum, the Chief
Engineer of the Department, had the road in fine running order, bridges and
all, in 26 days.

It is perhaps true, as is claimed, that Gen. Meade fully inw
tonded to draw Lee and his army across Bull Run and induce them to attack
Eim in his defenses near Centerville, His fortified line extended practi-
cally from Sangster's gtation to and through Chantilly battle-ground. Nei-
ther of his flanks was "in the air.," If Les attacked him, Meade would throw
every man under his control--including 15,000 men that were in the Washing-
ton forts~-against his assallants, Or if they would only crc¢ss Bull Run to
the east side a% any section ofvthe stream, and cgme a mile or so out from
it, he would sally out from his defenses upon them and see to it that they

"never got back."

Gen., Lee's demonstrations at Blackburn's and Mitchell's Fords,

Chantill%jand elsewhers on Bull Run completely deceived Gen. Meade. He

thought they were preludes to the crossing of the Confederates, and his heart
rejoiced at the thought. The truth was lse was merely demonstrating to ccver
his retreat or retirement. He divined Meade's purpose, which was to induce

him to assault the Union works, or even the Union army, in a practically im-
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pregnable position, made so by siege guns from the Washington forts and a

strong force of infanﬁry behind them, with plenty of cavalry on the flanks,
and Bull Run in his rear to break up his retreating ranks. On the 18th his
army began its retirement from Bull Run and in a few days was back again he-
hind the Rappahannock. For the second time the great lLee had retired before
Meade, declining ancther battle. |

Gen. Meade stormed and swore dreadfully at his cavalry because
they did not discover on the 17th that lLee had begun his retreat and was him«
self as far south as Bristoe. To add to the Union general's troubles, Bull
Run came to lee's help. If ever a water course possessed political senti-
ments, that insignificant stream was heartily pro-Confederate, Tt always
fought against the Union. This time just as Lee began his retreat, it rose
80 rapidly and to such an extent that Meade's forces could not hurriedly pur-
sue him, though they started the next day. It was bank full and could not
be forded except far above the Sudley Springs Ford, and the cavalry were sent
in pursuit by that roundabout course. Pontoons had to be brought up and
bridges constructed over Bull Run at Blackburn's and the other fords west of
Centerville, involving much exasperating delay.

Meade again marched his men night and day, but Lee alsoc marchw
ed his men night and day, and as they had 24 hours the start, they could not
be overtaken. Stuart with his cavalry covered the retrograde movement by de-
ploying and displaying his mounted men clear across Lee's rear, Kilpat-
rick's Union cavalry defeated Hampton's Brigade at Broad Run, but Stuart and
Fitz Hugh Lee put up a job on Kilpatrick and badly-worsted him just below
Buckland. gen. Meade pushedthe Army of the Potomac as far &s Warrenton, but
could not overtake Lee or bring him to battle, Then Meade could go no fur-
ther without providing for a line over which to bring supplies, eand he halted
at Warrenton to awailt the repalr of the Orange & Alexandrls, which was accom=

plished early in November,




BRISTOE STATION, THE FIRST MINNESOTA'S LAST BATTLE.

The First Minnesota was with its good Second Corps every step

during the first maneuver of @Gen. Meade ocn the Bristoe campaign, It was in
the Virginia-reel movements ¢f "forward &end back,”" when gen. Meade crossed
the Rapidanj0ctober 1% and went ncerthward to the Rappehannock, then the next
day turned about and went to Culpeper, and then the next day, on the 13th,
turned about again and again went northward, crcssing the North Fork of the
Rappahannock.

On the 13th the Regiment marched with the diviéion to Beale-
toen, a station on the Orange & Alexandria, a few miles northeast ¢of the North
Fork. After resting an hour it fell in again and tramped steadily but slow-
ly the rest of the day along the railrocad in a northeasterly direction to-
wards Washington. Tt could not move very fasE}because the road was fairly
blocked ahead wlith the 4trains and the rear guard of Gen. Sykes's FPifth Corps.
The Second Corps was the smallest in the army, and on this march it was the
rear guard., Caldwell's Division wes in the advence, Webb's was in the cen-
ter, and Hays's was rear guard.

Baxter's (the old Burns') Erigade, of Webb's Division, was

now guarding the long wagon train, and Gen. Webb had but two brigades for
fighting. mhe First (the 0ld Gorman) was now commanded by Col. Francis

E. Heath, of the Nineteenth Maine, and the Third (the old Dana) by Col.
James E. Mallon, of the Forty-Second New York, the Tammany regiment. So
that on the 14th Gen. Webb's fighting strength; ineluding that of two bat-
teries, was only about 2,000 men. Heath's Brigade had probably 1,000 men.

The division marched slowly but protractedly. Tt did not go

into bivcuacﬁ until 9 o'clock the night of October 13, Gen. Meade was
merching now as & general that means btusiness should merch. He roused up
Webb's men at 3 o'clock the next morning, having allowed them but six hours’

rest and repose, They went several miles through a dense chilly fog be-
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fore daylight. They were marching along the railway to cross Cedar Run--
and pass successively Catlett's)Bristoe, and Manassas Junction, and seo
reach Blackburn's Ford ¢f Bull Run. The marching orders for the Second
Corps, issued by Gen. Msade the night before, read:

6. General Warren, Second Corps, will move to the railrocad,
passing by Catlett's house; keep on the south side of the railroad; cross
Bull Run at Blackturn Ford, and mass in rear of Centerville, looking to-
wards Warrenton.

The divisions had now changed places. Hays's was in the ad-
vance, Caldwell's in the center, and Webb's to the rear, But just across
Cedar Run, north of the railroad, occurred the affair near Auburn between
Stuart's cavalry and Caldwell's men. The divisions were so disposed that
Stuart's shot and shells paésed over the heads of Hays's men and landed a-
mong Caldwell's. Hays's Division was the nearer to Stuart, but the morn-
ing was s¢ foggy that the Confederates did not see it. Hays instantly
sent two regiments against them. These were received by Col. Thos. Ruf«

fin and his First North Cerolina cavalry. In the skirmish that resulted,

the cavalry were driven off and Ccl. Ruffin mortally wounded.and made prisw

cner.

No sooner did Hays report the way clegy than Webb, with the
Second Division, tock the advance to Catlett's; Hays fell in behind; Cald-
well brought up the rear with his division "en potence"--which is to say
that it was in the form of a gibbet, or rather a capital letter T, with
the shaft representing a column of fours marching up the rocad and the arms
of the top cross~bar representing a regiment marching in line on either
side of the road and in the rear so as to be ready for attack. Gregp's
two cavalry brigades were with the cross~bar regiments and one on each side
of the road to guard the flanks.

gen. Meade was proving not only a sagucious commander, but a

wide-awake one. The head of his column, by hard marching, had passed




Lee's, He knew it was the military thing tc do feor Lee to march swiftly a-
cross and cut the Army of the Potomac in two, and he knew that Lee had a hab-
it of doing military things. So Meade, on the morning of the 14th, sent a
dispatch to Gen. Warren, then commanding éhe Second Corps, and beslides other
directions and information the dispatch contained this warning instruction:
"Move forward as rapidly as you can, as they mey send out a column from
painesville to Bristoe."

gen. Warren was also instructed that Gen. Sykes would wait his
arrival at Bristoe before moving forward with the Fifth Corps. But Gen.

Sykes was impatient to move, because he was determined to reach Centerville

with his Corps that night. He was half a mile east of Broad Rquwhere, at

the railroad crossing of that stream, was what had been the station called
Bristoe, but which was now a small area of fire-tlackened chimneys, monuments
to perpetuate the memories of the horrors of/élvil war. Sykes had an alde~
de~camp on Broad Run heights, with instructions to let him know the moment
the head of Warren's Corps care in sight, A company of Massachusetts cavalw-
ry, riding miles ahead of Warren, deceived the aid, and he told Gen. Sykes
that he had sighted the Second Corps. Thereupon Sykes abandoned Bristce and
set out for Centerville as fast as his men could march.

At Catlett's the Corps line of march was re-formed. Webb's
Division, with two batterles, was put on the northwest side of the railroad.
Hays's took the southeast side (the railroad running nOrtheaSt\, the ambu-
lances and artillery and Gregg's cavalry followed, and Caldwell's Division
brought up the rear, still "en potence" in fbrmation. The Corps trains and
Gregg's wagons had passed on for Centervill@ via Wolf Run Shoa1% and guarded
by Col. Baxter's Second Brigade. As soon as Caldwell came up, the whole

Corps set out for Bristoe.




TROUBLE IN FRONT,

The greater part ¢f the Corps had crossed Kettle Run, a mile
and a half west of Bristoe, the men trudging alorg at a goéd gait, though
foot-scre and very leg weary, when cannonading was heardgapparently two miles
to the front,. Gens. Warren and Webb at once galloped forward to see what
the trouble was, feeling certain that Gen. Sykes had been attacked in posi=-
tion while waiting for ‘the Second Corps to come up.

The trouble was this: aen. Lee had sent A, P, Hill across
to cut Meade's column in two, and Hill was trylng to obey his orders. He

sent forward Heth's Division to do the work, Heth's was the 0ld Psttigrew

Division that charged with Pickett on gemetery Rildge. Tts shrunken ranks

had been recruited and distended, until now it had some 7,000 me?)with the

four brigades of Gen. W. W, Kirkland (Pettigrew's old brigade), Gen. John
R. Cocke, gen. H., H. Walker, and Gen. Joe R, Davis, besides Maj. D, G, McIn~
toshband Maj. W. F. Pééﬁe's battalions of eight batteries.

Heth came into the big gap in Meade's line at Bristoe and saw
a mile to the northeast the rear guard of Sykes's Fifth Corps. He at once
concluded that hefw%s too late on the ground-~the Second Corps had escaped,
that was its rea;:gébcould see a mile to the east. Disappointed and angry,
Heth brought up Maj. Poague's four batteries and began btombarding Sykes's
rear, thinking he was firing into the Second Corps. As Meade foeared he
would do, Lee had "sent out a column from Gainesville to Bristoe."

;en. Heth had deployed his infantry, three brigades (Kirk-
land's, Cooke's, and Walker's), with Joe Davis's in the rear, and was advanc=
ing toward the southeast on the fire-blackened chimneys and Dodd's empty
house, which constituted Bristoe. Walker's Brigade was on the north flank
nearest Broad Run. Heth walted for a few minutes and then Gen. Hill order-

ed him t¢ rush the retiring Union forces, jump on their rear, and hold them

until he (H1l1l) could bring the rest of his Corps upon their flank, Heth's
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skirmish line was near the railroad track, and Walker's Brigade was hasten-
ing to cross Broad Run, when fire was opened on ths scuth end of his skir-
mish line.

Webb's Division, by the absence of Baxter's, now reduced to
two bripades-~Heath's and Mallon's~-was crossing Kettle Run, a mile and &
half back, when Poague's batteries opened. The men, weilghed down with un-
usually heavy baggage (five days' rations included), sadly worn from toil«
scme marching, loss of sleep, and the almost total lack of cooked food for
two days, were laboring along in good temper and spirits, and when they heard
the firing sprang forward like athletes. Gen., Webb hurried back from the

front and at once sent out the First Minnesota, under Major Mark Downie, as

skirmishers to the north side of the road) in a scrub-piné thicket, and at

the same time turned both his brigades to the road-on the south side of the
railroad, s0 that they could have the advantage o0f the railroad embankment
in cese ¢of a fight. Hays's Division had bheen pursuing the route on the
south side, and now Webb's men were in front of Hays'se.

mhe woods and pine thickets into which the First Minnesota
entered came clear down to the roadway on the north side ¢f the rallroad
track, but did not extend very far eastward When thecgﬁgiiffgr of He@th's
Brigade cleared the woods to the east, one of McIntosh'g&batteries came in-
tc position on the left or north and commanded the open ground about Bris-
‘tae. mhis was the Second Rockbridge Battery, under Lieut. Sam Wallace, and

1487
it was the second Confederate battery to come Smwd0 Rockbridge County, Va.




THE MINNESOTTANS BEGIN THE FIGHT,

Just as the Rockbridge battery came into position, the sharp
rattle of musketry In the pine woods was heard. The First Minnesota had
struck Gen. Kirkland's skirmishers and the two parties were "at it." At
once Gen. Heth recalled Walker's Brigade and directed Cooke's and Kirkland's
to advance in line.

Gen. Warren was now on the field, but he t¢ld Gen. Webb to
"hurry up and fight." Tt was good to see the gallant young Gen. Webb, only
27 years 0ld, obey his orders with the activity and bravery of Lannes or
Sherldan. He hurried Heath's three reglments by the double«quick into po-
sition behind the rallroad track, facing north, the Eighty-Sscond New York
to the right on Broad Run, having been vecalied from across the stream. The
Fifteentn Massachusetts was on the left of the Eighty-Second, and the Nine-
teenth Maine on the left of the FPifteenth, The First Minnesota was out in
front skirmishing when the brigade first took position, but it .soon came
back. Mallon's Brigade was on the left of Heath's, the Tammany Regiment
connecting with the Nineteenth Maine, and next to Mallon's line was Gen. Ow-
en's Brigade, of Hays's Division; Carroll's Brigade came later on the left
of Owen's, but took only a secondary part in the fighting.

Webb first decided to put his two brigades behind a ridge a
few yards south of the rallroad track, but soon saw that behind the track
was a better position and he'huWV1ed them to it. Hays was ¢rdered by Gen.
Warren to double~guick his division to a rallroad cut to the left of Webb,
and at oncs sent gen. Owen's Brigade, which came up and occupied the cut,
which in effect was a great ditch with walls from two to ten feet high,

Webb's preparations were not made tco soon. It was well
that bhefore they were completed Fred Brown, whose Gettysburg wound was hard-

1y healed, dashed up with his good battery (B, First Rhode Island, four 12«

1b. howitzers) splashed across Broad Run, and went upon an elevation into
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a position from which he could hit any portion of Hill's army, from Pocague's
Batteries on the northeast to the skirmishers of Anderson's Division on the
southwest; and as soon as his guns were "in battery" they were flaming and
roaring and killing. . .

Mark Downie had his Minnesotians lying down in a sort of dead
fur"o% peppering away at Kirkland's skirmishers for about five minutes, when
he saw behind them Gen. Kirkland's formidable line of battle advancing di-
rectly upon him--~five big regiments against practically a small battalion.
The major saw, t0o, on the right of Kirkland's men, Gen. Cooke's NorthACaro-
lina brigade, of four heavy regiments, also in motion toward the Union
troops at Bristoe, He immediately gave the order for the Regiment to fall
back, keeping its skirmish formation, to its comrade regiments behind the
rallroad track. The movement was made under a heavy fire, which prevented
the formation of the Regiment in a compact line, and it took its position
on the firing 1ine in skirmishing order, the men a few feet apart, so that
they stretched along the greater part of Webb's Division and of Owen's Bri-
gade, and Maj. Downle reports that the men fought in that position during
the rest of the bhattle.# aé’

As soon as Cecoke's and Kirkland's yelling bripgades came with-
in gunshot, Webb's Division and Brown's Battsry opened on them, and the Con-
foderates returned the fire, Faster and better firing was not done in any

other battle durieg the war than Webb's men did, The Confederates dropped

faster than did M%gher's Irigshmen when they went up against the stone wall

at Marye's Helghts., Gen Kirkland was a gallant soldier and led his brigade

e —— s B e ———_ S —

"The flankers of Gen. Webb's Division, composed of the First Minnesota
and Seventh Michigan (the latter of_ Mallon's Brigade)] encountered the first
advance of the enemy's line at Bristoe. Properly appreciating his position,
the commanding officer [Capt. Maginnis) of this 1line withdrew his men rapid-
ly to the left of the division as 1t faced the enemy, and opened space for
1ts fire. Tt occasioned a temporary separation from his command, but it
was in accordance with the military rules in such emergencies,"-~Gen. War-
ren's report, War Recs., Vol. 29, part 1, p. 244,
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instead of driving it. He had not gone far, however, when a musket ball
crushed his leg, and he fell from his horse, and was carried from the field.
A few minutes later gen. Cooke, who was also leading his brigade, had his
thigh crushed, and he tco fell-from his horse and was carried from the field,
and Cel, E. D, Hall, Forty-Sixth North Carolina, commanded the brigade dur-

ing the remainder of the battle.




CANNONEERS TN ACTION.

]
Just before the heavy firing began, Capt. R, B. RickattSf

First Pennsylvania Battery, of six 3-inch rifles, came lumbering up and
plunged through Webb's line to the ridge mentioned as south of the railroad
track, and went into "battery". It was on an elevation high enough so that
it could overshoot Webb'!s recumbent infantry and at the same time smash the
North Carolinians 1in their faces with case-shot and percussion shells, and
1f necessary could deluge them with projectiles. A few minutes later Ar-
nold's Batter% SA)First Rhede Islan?{/ the horses covered with sweat and
foam from a long run, broke through the pine thicket to the west and came
into position and with six more 3-inch rifles went into action behind Owen's
Brigade, to the left of Mallon'!s.

And now the little battle began in dead earnest. Heath's
and Mallon's regiments had a regular fighting picnic. They were under coOw-
ver and the North Carolinians were in the open, The usual positions were
reversed; nearly always before the Confederates were behind stone walls or
breastworks and the Union troops were wholly exposed. Tt seemed that each
of Webb's regiments was trying to fire faster and deadlier than any other,
The few score Minnesotlans were doing nobly. As Mark Downie strode brave-
ly along behind their elongated but scattered line, he kept calling out:
"Keep down, boys; don't expose yourselves, and give it to them!"

The Union batteries were hard at work. Fred Brown flung
case~shot and canister among the charging ranks of the brave North Carglin-
lans and sent dozens of them into eternity, Bruce Ricketts, with his batw
tery in the rear of Heath's Brigade, showered them with shells, Capt. Ar-
nold, behind Owen's Brigade, made it terri ble for Kirkland's men. But on
and on came the brave North Carolinians, and the closer they came +o0 the
Union line the wilder they yelled and the braver they seemed. And the

closer they came the harder fought the Unien troops, and the braver they
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seemsad. There was no sign of breaking ranks except on one occasion in on=
ly one part of the linse,
This exception was in Mallon's Brigade, as the charging,

yelling Confederates neared 1it, In three regiments of this brigade, the

Nineteenth and Twentieth Massachusetts and Forty-Second New York (Tammany

Regiment) there was a large number 0f drafted men, and this was the first
time they were under fire. The Massachusetts conscripts stood well, and
their brigade commander, Lieut. Ccl. Wass, sald their conduct "was all trat
could be desired.” In the Tammany Regiment, however, some of the conscripts
began to break for the rear. Col. Mallon was commanding the brigade, but
this was his 0ld regiment. He rushed among the men and implored them not
to disgrace "the old Tammany." He sprang forward, mounted the railrcad emw
bankment, and called out: "Come back to your places, men; you see there is
no danger.," The men wers coming back and he was about to descend among
them, when a North Carolina musket ball passsd through his body near the
heart and he pitched forward into.their arms. They bore him to the rear
into a gully where other wounded men were, and the surgeon tried his best

to save him, but he died within an hour.

But when the Confederates of Cooke's Brigade had come within
thirty yards of the railroad embankment, the Union fire was to0 much for them
and they turned and ran back as fast as they could go. On the left of Mal-
lon's and Hays's brigades, fronting the cut in the railway line, Kirkland's
men were belng killed and wounded at a frightful rate, and the unhurt felt
that they could not return the way they had come without the greatest peril.
The railroad cut before them, Tilled with Owen's Third Division men, seemed
a volcanic fissure vomiting hot bullets into them. Fred Brown's Battery
and two guns 0of Bruce Ricketts'shad them in direct range and opened dreadful
volleys upon them. The poor Tellows were soon beilng slaughtered in a hor-

rible mannser. They were in a death trap from which they could not escape.
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They called out as loud as they could: "We surrender! We surrender!" and
some of them fairly shrieked in their terror and distress, as the bodies of

their comrades were torn to fragments by the murderous shot and shell poured

t
upon them by Rickets' and Brown's batteries. In his revport of the affari

gen. Heth says:

As Xirkland moved forward, his left struck the enemy in the
railroad cut near Broad Run, He drove everything in his front along the

dinesobdie line of the rallroad before him, but was unable to carry the se-
cond line ¢f works in his front, When at the railroad cut his men were ex-
posed to an enfilading fire from his right, in addition to a severe fire
from a battery on the north side of RBroad Run. The pesition was untenable.
He was compslled to fall back. A number of his men, unwilling to expose
themsslves, remained in the railroad cut and were captured.

Many of Kirkland's men threw themselves on the ground and lay
till they were picked up as prisoners, but the majority soon fled to the
rear. As stated, Cooké's men turned back when within 40 yards of the rail-
road, though a few came farther forward and mounted the embankment of the
Nineteenth Malne; Sergeant Small, Company T of the Nineteenth, shot one hold
Confederate that was trying to cross the embankment and ran another through
with his bayonet. They came close up tc the First Minnesota, too--close e~
nough to stick a bayonet into Sam Pitkin, of Company A, St. Paul. Capt.
John Ball, of the Red Wing Company (F), was wounded as he was standing on
the embankment firing his revolver into the facés of the enemy. Many of
Cooke's command threw down thelr guns and surrendered.

As soon as the Confederates began to retreat, Major Downie
called out to his Minnesotians and sent a detachment under Capt. Martin Ma-
ginnis, of the Winona Company, in pursuit. Skirmishers from other regi-
ments were also advanced, and chased the North Carolinians clasar back to
their reserves, Walker's and Joe Davis's brigades.,

Lieut. Wallace, with his three 3«inch rifles and two 12~

pound Napoleons of Hurt's Alabama Battery, had bad luck. He was ordered

into position 500 yards west of the railroad and opposite the connection
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between Kirkland's and Cooke's brigades. The Napoleons (under Lieut. Cren-
shaw) had fired about 25 rounds, when Brown's and Ricketts' guns knocked
them out; both had their axles broken and the "cheek" of one was shivered,
Wallace'!s 3-inch rifles fired 204 rounds,# which mostly went wild, After
losing 42 of his battery men killed and wounded and 44 horses killed and
disabled, he abandoned his guns and went t0 the rear with the fugltives of
Cooke and Kirkland. In his report Maj. McIntosh, who commanded the artil-
lery battalion to which the Rockbridge and Hurt's battery belonged, says:

Returning to the first position, I observed that the fire
had ceased. On inquiring the reason of Lieut, Wallace, then in command,
he replied that he had not men enough left to work the guns; that the enemy
were advancing and he had just been to look for infantry support. T at
once ordered the guns to be dragged back down the hill by hand, and some
men who were lyving in the bhushes (ﬂﬂ started forward; but at that instant
a body of the enemy, apparently skirmishers, sppearad stealing over the
crest of the hill and in 2 moment more were among the guns, I saw it was
too late to remove them and directed the limbers and calssons, which were

in the rear, to be drawn off in the edge of the woods, and the men %o re=
ire without noise.

The skirmishers that "appeared stealing over the c;est of

the hill," and who, "in a moment more were among the guns," weré{Capt. Ma-
ginnis's detachment of the First Minnesota. There were other detachments
mixed up with the guns, but the Minnesota men certainly saw them first and
first laid hands on them, The skirmish line was somewhat thin, and Capt.
Mag innis did not have men enough at that point to drag away but two of the
heavy guns with their ponderous carriages. Sending the men along with
thess, the ceptain ran to Owen's Brigade, of Hays's Division, stated the
circumstances to Col. Owen, and asked for men to go out and bring in the
other guns. Col. Owsn readily assented and sent out ten men from each of
his four regiments, cooly saying, "My brigade will get the credit of the
capture,”

By its advance among ' its.demoralized enemies, the First Min-

nesota captured and carried away 322 unwounded prisoners, including two

= /
% field officers and five line officers. This number was greater than the (report
i Lgcﬁ?§g~says the 5 guns were avbandoned "before Tiring a shot."™ But see McTntosh'EX




#741

nunmber of men in the Regiment~-<but no matter about that, The prisoners
were divided into three companies and each company placed in charge of a
Minnesota lieutenant; Lieut. Lochren (author of the Regiment's historical
sketch) was one of these lieutenants. He says the prisoners were made to
carry Off thelr own muskets and accoutrements a mile away, to the division
provost guard, and that the only escort they had on *he way was the three

lieutenants in charge of them,

Two Confederate regimenthiags were captured, one by the

A i 2 A & St

Nineteenth Maine and one by the Eighty—seconq;; Bbth‘célors were taken in
front of the respective capturing regiments, In their reports the regi-
mental commanders make singular statements regarding these flags. Maj.
Baird, of the Eighty-Second New York, says that the flag his regiment took
was "the colors of the Twenty-Eighth North Carelina Regiment," Now, that
regiment at the time belonged to Lane's Brigade, of Wilcox's Division, and
was not at the battle of Bristoe Station, or near it, Lieut. Col, Cumning-
ham says that the regimental flag captured by the Nineteenth Maine was that
¢f the Twenty~Second North Carolina, and the records show that this regiment
belenged to Scales's Brigade, also of Wilcox's Division, and was not near
Bristoe Station that day. All the Confederate regiments actively in the
battle were from North Carolina, tut the identity of the regiments lcsing
their cclers cannot here be definitely stated,

Of the cannon secured, the First Minnesota brought in two,
and some Ciher skirmishers brought in the other twe. The Fifth plece, a
heavy bronze Napoleon, was dismounted and the axle crushed by Pred Brown
and could not be brought in; it was abandoned and the Confederates recovered
it. It is certain that there were but five pieces in 211 and only fTour
brought in, although Gen. Webb, in his report made two days later, says:

As the fire of the Corps artillery had driven the enemy from
the battery in my front, Lieut. Col. Wass, 19th Massachusetts, was sent out
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with a 1line of skirmishers to sieze~the guns, five of which were brought
in, The sixth gun could not be brought off, since 1ts carriage had been
broken and the enemy's flre was severe at this point,

But Col. Wass repcrts:

Upon the crest was a battery of five guns. The skirmishers
from this (Third) brigade, under Lieut. Thompson, ¢f the 19th Massachusetts,
drew four of these guns 1Into our lines. The fifth gun, being dismounted,
it was not thought advisable to attempt to bring it off, as the enemy was
delivering a sharp fire upon those who brought away the others. A large
number of prisconers were &lsc brought in.

And Col. Owen, Third Brigade, Hays's Divislon, says:

Owing to Capt. Arnold's Battery belng posted in my rear &nd

firing over my men, and my not recelving any orders to do s¢, I did not
move forward to take advantage of the enemy's plight. Some skirmishers
were deployed tc¢ the front, who took and brought back to our lines four of
the enemy's forsaken cannon and & number of priscners.
Col. Heath, the brigade's conmander, says, however, in his
report: "The First Minnesote Volunteers were deployed as skirmishers in
cur front and during the engagement captured and brought off two guns.”
With the retreat of the North Carolinians the battle of Bris

toe Station ended. Walker's and Devis's Confederates blucteringly demon=-

strated %o cover the retirement, but were careful not to come too close to

Webbts and Hays's Divisions. Anderson's Division and some of Ewell's

Corps pressed up and attacked Caldwell's Division tentatively, but Gen.
caldwell shook them off as easily as a dog shakes off the fliles from his
8ars. One of Caldwell's shells broke ogea the head of Gen. Carnot Posey,
of the Mississippi brigade, and that made three Confederate generals put
hors de combat at Bristoe Station.

gen. Warren wanted the Corps ahead of him to turn around and
come back to Bristoe and fight the big battle of the campaign there, but
they would not do it, and so when darkness came he buried his 31 dead, load-
ed up all of his 192 wounded able t¢ be moved, tcok his priscners and capw-

tured cannon, and set out to join his comrade generals at Bull Run.




NOTES OF THE BATTLE OF BRISTOE.

The battle of Bristoe Station was In many respects the most
important in which the First Minnescta was engaged. The Regiment accom-

plished more in that engagement than in any other, Tt certainly inflicted

great loss on the enemy In killed and wounded; it captured and corralled 322

3

unwounded prisoners; it siezed and brought In twe fine pieces of cannon, aond
all this at a loss (according to the records) ¢f only 1 killed and 15
wounded.

The wounded were Capt. John Ball, of Company F, severasly in
the groin; Lieut, James De Gray, of Company G, transferred to Invalid Corps,
because of this wound; Samuel J. Pitkin, Company A, bayonet thrust; Fred L.
Bernds, Company B; Henry Ghostly, Company C Leonard B. Carter and August A.

engedu T M 4"/
Goeppinger, Company D; Edwin B. Lowell &nqATohn w. Priue, Company E; Chas.
A. Berden and Bdrick J. Frary, Company F; Charles Leathers and Henry A, low,
Company H; Balthasar Best and John Thorpe, Company K. The soldier who had
the glorious distinction of being killed on the field was Hans Peterson, a
noble young Scandinavian-Amerlicen, of the Red Wing Company.

Lee's movement against Bristoe was intended *tc cut off and
crush the Second Corps. The movement was a complete fallure, and no other
rogiment did more %c make it s0 than the First Minnesota. Tt did 1ts great
work at an insignificant loss, and yet it had more of the visible fruits of
victory to show after Bristoe than it could display efter its disastrous
losses at Antietam and Gettysburg. S0, i1f the test ¢f the real merit of a
command is to inflict the most possible damage nupon its enemies with the
least injury to 1tself, then Bristce gtation was the First Minnescta's great-

Qerrlen (itday

est battle, its most br’l” ent victory. The reccord of a;}o 58 of but 2577t0
o Corfeserale calualiy y/x if

A 1,361, fouv cannon and twe flags 1is at least most gratifying.

(&)

When a fragment of the Nerth Cerolinians succeeded in climb-

ing upen the embankment defended by Heath's and Mallen's brigades, they were
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nearly all killed or taken prisoners. About 20 of them, howévev, ran back
and took refuge in a ruined buillding to the front and within 100 feet cf
Mallon's line and pluckily opened fire, Fifty men of the Tammany Regliment
dashed out and surrounded the buillding, captured all the North Carclinlans

it, and marched them within the Union lines. The previous year Bristoe
had been occupied by both Union and Confederate garrisons, and there was 2
number of deserted huts, the remains of former camps, which were occupiled
during the battle by a number of Confederate skirmishers, many of whom were
captured.

There were numérous claimants to the henor ¢f dragging away
the captured cannon. The best evidence, almost conclusive Iin its charac-
ter, 1s that two of the guns were teken away by Capt. Maglirnis's detachment
of the First Minnescta, and the other two by Lieut, Thompson's detail of

the Nineteenth Massachusetts; only four were taken away.

To the agreeable surprise of evervone, theAUﬁion conscripts
F S

end substitutes that had recently been pressed into service behaved bravely
before the eneny. Col. Cunningham reported that the 250 coriscripts which
had been with the Nineteenth Maine only about a month, and had never been
under fire befecre, "behaved with great steediness and gallantry, Jjustly
winning from all that ¢observed them equal praise with our veteran volunteers."

A large number of the men in the Forty-Second New York and
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Massachusetts, of Mallon's Brigadé, were conw
scripts and under fire for the first time, Col, Wass, who commanded the
brigade after Col. Mallon was killed, reports: "Their conduct was all that
could be desired, and they showed themselves worthy to rank with the veter~
ans of thelr regiments."

Capt. Wright, commanding the Forty-Second New Yor%)(mammany)
reports: "Most of the men of this regiment were conscripts and substitutes,

having joined but a few days previcus to the engagement, but in coolness and




bravery they surpassed a2ll expectation."

The average conscript, whether Southern or Northern, fought

as well generally as his volunteer comrade. If a man is shot at, he will

usually return the shot.




THE END OF THE BRISTOE CAMPAIGN,

Gen. Warren was greatly relieved when night put an end to
the battle of Bristoe Station, IT only the Corps in his front, toward
Washington, would return and help him, he would go into position and hold
his ground to the last, and the decisive battle of the year would be fought
right there, and he sent a dispatch t¢ Gen., Meade with that word. But the
commanding general had other plans. He thought he could induce Gen, lee
to offer battle north of Bull Run, and he had already 1laid out a line of
entrenchments to fight behind, and he said if Lee fought with his army east
of Bull Run he would be very lucky if he got back. S0 Gen. Warren was
curtly ordered to abandon Bristoe and go with his Corps to the main army
. with all speed.

And he was glad to gb. If the army wasn't coming back to
him, the sooney he left Bristoe the better. The Confederate leaders werse
in a terrible rage over the way things had gone in the battle, and they

let the sun go down on their wrath. It was hardly dark before there was

a great angry buzzing to the west and south of Bristoe}as the Confederste

lesions swarmed up and about Meade's outposts. Anderson's brigades of
Hill and all of Ewell's men came up and joined Heth's, and they planned to
swoop down on Gen. Warren at daylight and take ample satisfaction for the
way he had used the North Carolina brigades. And they had five men and
four cannons to his one man and one cannon.

But when darkness had fallen good and black and covered the en~
tire scene with a sable blanket, Warren bagan leading his men out of their
perilous position. Never did the First Minnesota forget its strict ine
structions as %0 its withdrawal from the railrcad emhankment and the cut.
Until the men were well across Broad Run, nc light was %to be made, not ev-

e

sn a match struck or a eatmar lighted; no word of command was to be spoken
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above a whisper, Each man was to keep his hand on his bayonet socket and
canteen and cup to prevent a rattling, and thus in stealthy silence the
Regiment, and in fact the entire Corps, crept away, marching by the flank
across the enemy's loneg front, within plain sight of their twinkling camp
fires, within 300 yards of their skirmishers, and within half cannon ranpge
of their artillery in position. , The captured guns were not left or for-
"5’(.’:(‘&#’ f-,

gotten. Col. Morgan, Inspector @uerd, ‘furnished horses for them and they
were hauled away with Hazard's artillery battalion.

Crossing Broad Run, partly by the ford and partly by the
railroad, the infantry regiments of Warren's Corps made their way over the

plain stretching from Bristoe to Manassas. At betwesen 2

and 4 o'clock on the morning of the 15th the wearlsd and jaded men threw
themselves on the ground on a part of the battlefield of Bull Run, near
Blackburn's Ford, and at once fell asleep. Think what they had endured!
Of the 69 hours which had elapsed since they left Bealeton, on the 12th,
they had been 60 hours either in column marching in the road, or in line
of battle, or skirmishing with the encmy--only 9 hours for rest and sleep
in three days. And when they marched, Gen. Walker says, "they carried the
heaviest loads I have ever known troops tc carry on a campaign.”

The First Minnesota never forgot that march. But the men
did not whine o whimper over 1t. They were proud of it. If it had been
ordered, they would have made similar marches many times before, when in-

stead, pursuant to the commands of incompetent generals, they had well nigh

51-!3/"] vy
destroyed the an:nydlnd gredtly imperiled the Union cause, by creeping aw-

lonz at a snall's pace and making only three or four miles a day.

The tired and exhausted men were encamped on the ieft pank
or east side of Bull Run, near enoaéh to Gen., Meade's fortified line. They
were here but four days, during which time nothing very eventful! happened.

On the day of their arrival, the 15th, Stuart's cavalry made some showy de-
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monstrations from the wsst side of Bull Run. A battery of Beckham's horse
artillery, attached to Fitzhugh lee's Division, came up within cannon shot
and threw some infernal Hotchkiss shells intc the Second Corps camps, but
did no particular damage. The idea was t0 make GBen. Meade think that this
demonstration was but the prelude to a general attack upen him by fen. Lee--
and it half succeeded, too.

The 0ld Gorman Brigade was getting rather feeble in point of
numbers, and while 1t was in camp 1t received another regiment, the One
Hundved and Fifty-Second New York, then commanded by Major Timothy O'Brien,
later by Lieut. Col. Geo. W, Thompson, Col. DeWitt C, Baxter, of the old
Pennsylvanla Zouaves, again took command of the odd—Sewmman Brigade,

At Bull Run, too, the ¢0ld brigade lost its time-<tried and
fire-teated battery--the old Ricketts Battery, which first fought with the
First Minnesota at Bull Run. Tts official title was Battery I, First U,
S. Artillery, but it was better known as Kirby's Battery, from its gallant
yeung commander, Lieut, Edmond Kirby, who directed it so skillfully and ef=
ficiently at Falr Oaks and elspwhere in front of Virginia, and also at An-

oo Lo leva Lolid,
tietam and Fredericksburg.lA‘ﬁ@ was mortally wounded at Chancellorsville,

and then Lieut. Geo, A, Woodruff commanded it until he was killed at Gettys«

bureg. Then Lieut. Frank S. Prench assumed command which he held until the

battery was transferred to the Artillery Reserve, just before the Mine Run
campaipgn, and Capt. Alanson M. Randol given command. A number of men from
the First Minnesota and other reagiments of the brigade had been transferred
to Kirby's Battery, and the Minnesotians had a strong affection for it.
October 19, in a drenching rain, Meade took his army out of
its intrenchments and hurried after lee, who had left the day before, de=
clining to fight on either side of Bull Run, The Gorman Brigade marched
by way of Manassas Junction to a point back near Bristoe Station, and bi=

vouacked for the night. When it rained on the Peninsula, gen. McClellan
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would sit down in the mud and walt until the showering was over, sayvinz that
his men couldn't march in the rain; but Gen. Meade had thousands of the same
men and under him they marched many a mile over sticky Virginia mud roads

and under a heavy downpour. The morning of the 20th the brigade moved over

its recent battlefield, crossed Broad Run twice and Kettle Run ongs and then

marched westward towards Warrenton, passing through the hamlet of Greenwich
and encamping that nigh near the other hamlet of Auburn, in the locality
where Jeb Stuart passsd :fiad night on the 13th and the next morning sudden-
ly shelled Caldwell's Division.

Now, this Auburn, in 1863, was altogether unlike the 1little
Irish town immortalized by Goldsmith as the "lovliest village of the plain."
As described by McClellan, in his "History of Stuart's Cavalry Campaigns,”
it was "five miles sast of Warrenton, on the road to Catlett's Station, at
the crossing of Cedar Run, and consists of a post-office, a blacksmith shop,
and the residence of Stephen McCormick." But it was a sérebeagie point of

CenALGIMCYy

some impertmrmee, all the same, by reason of three roads which crossed there
and which led to prominent places. In certain contingencies Auburn would
have been a point of great strategic importance. Here the brigade rested
three days.

On the 23d it broke camp at 7 A, M, and went five miles westward
to the "plug" or branch rallroad (of the Orange & Alexandria) running bew
tween Warrenton Junction and Warrenton C. H,, and camped near the bridge
over Turkey Run. Here.the report became current that the army was goeing
into winter quarters. Many of the men began the construction of 1little
log cabins in which they expected to pass the winter in comfort, and some
of them completed their houses in quite slahorate fashion. But alas! the
rumor was false and baseless. Gen. Meade was simply waiting tc reconstruct
and repair the Orange & Alexandria, s©0 that he could supbly his army from

Washington. He proposed to follow Burnside?s first movement and marzh %0
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Fredericksburg and pass the winter there, bringing his supplies frcm Wash-

1
i

ington, via Acquia Creek; but Halleck and Lineoln forbade that movement,
for they had a horror of sending another army to Fredericksbhurg!

The railroad was again in running order November 7, and Gen.
Meade (without shriéking for re«snforcements, for horses, for hospital tents,
and what not, a la McClsellan) moved his army against Lee's, The latter was
now south of the north fork of the Rappahannock, between that stream and the
Rapidan, Gen., Meade had divided his army into winga. The right wing, coOm-
posed of Sykes's Fifth and Wright's Sixth Corps, was camanded by Gen. Sedg-
wick, and was %0 c¢ross the north fork at Rappahannock Statiog)where the Or-

ange & Alexandria crossed the river, a few miles from Warrenton Junction.

P

Jatsie b,
Third Corps, was commanded by Gen. Sedmwieds, and was to cross the Rappahan=

The left wing was composed of Newton's First, Warren's Second, and Birney's

nock at Kelly's Ford, three miles below Rappahannock Station. The cross=
ings were well defended by fortifications and two brigades ¢f Ewell's Corps.
New when Gen. Lee, in the first week of October, started to

r

turn the flank of Gen. lMeade he had at least 48,000 officers and men "pres-

ent for duty," September 30y according to the War Records, he had 48,167,

-
. "

At the same time lleade had between the Rappahannock and Washington, including

railroad guards, engineer troops, sundry garrisons, and the army in the field,
77,947 officers and men of all arms, Lee reported nathing but his army in
the fleld. And of the armies in the field the officers and men who were
prepared and likely to fight amounted probably to 70,000 Union troops and
48,000 Cconfederates. This was not a great disproportion, all things con=
sidered~-not nearly s¢ large as that when Mc(Clsellan confronted Lee before
Richmond or fought him at Antietam,

Tn moving northward Lee intended to get far enough behind
leade to force him to withdraw from the Rappahannock and then attack the

-

disjointed Union forces somewhere in the viecinity of Washington. Gen. Meade
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thwarted this scheme by marching in Stonewall Jackson's style, and in the

race for Washington conducting his army in Gen. Forrest's style, by out-

marchine his antagonist and "gettin’ the me¢st men thar fust," En route
f £ ;

too, a detachment of his army had, with a loss not worth mentioning, de-
feated one of lee's best divisions with great casualtles, causing great
consternation among the Confederate generals, and at least disturbing Gen,
Lee's peaceof mind. -

These things gave Gen. Lee pause, He did not even carry
his entire army up to Bull Run, and the detachments that did go so far were
recalled as soon as they had rested, and then the entire Conf?ﬁar&fe army
was hurried back to the Rappahannock with Meade's troops at ;é% heels.

In his report to Jefferson Davis of the Bristoe campaign,
(War Recs., Vol. 29, part 1, p. 407) Gen. Lee says that he marched cn the
9th of October to the northward, "with the view of bringing on an engagement
with the army of Gen. lieade," etc, But he certainly avoided many excellent
opportunities for such an "engagement," although they were freely offered
him by the aforesaid Gen. lieade. He gave as an excuse for retiring from
Bull Run without a battle with Meade that he "did not deem it advisable to
attack him in his entrenchments.” But on his retreat from Bull Run to the
Rapidan, 60 miles, all he had to do to bring about the "engagement" which he
says he sought was t¢ halt and display a line of battle, and the pursuing

Union forces would very soon have accommodated him.




THE BATTLES ON THE RAPPAHAINOCK.

ALY, Nt {
Gen. lieade pro¥abdy had Leephobia just after Gettysburg, butihe

soon recovered from it and pitched after the really great Southern general

as if the latter had been a mere army Corps commander, S0, on the 7th of

November, just as soon as the first engine over the newly repalred railroad

sounded its whistle at Warrenton Junction, Gen. lMeade set out again aftfer

his renowned antagonist--70,000 against 45,000, but the 45,000 behind rivers
fortifications.

And that 7th of Hovember was a day full of glory for liieade
and his army. Tt was a pleasant morning when the army started for the en-
eny, only a few miles away. An Austerlitz sun rose and brightened the
ranks of blue and cheered the men as they marched, The two wings set out
to cross the Rappahannock at points which they knew would be disputed. The
left column, with which was the Second Ccrps and the First yinnesota, march-
ed for Kelly's Ford.

As stated, this ford was three miles down the river from the
railroad bridge. A little after noon the advance of Birney's Third Corps
reached the crossinge. Tt was defended by the Second and Thirtieth lorth
carolina regiments of Ramseur's Brigade, Rodes's Divisicn, Ewell's Corps,
with four other brigades of the division in support. All of the defensive
troops were on the south bank of the river, and many of them were about Kel«
ly's mill, which was near by. On reaching the bank opposite the ford, Gen.
Birney, without waiting for a pontoon to be laid, crossed over his o0ld divi=-
sion by making his men wade the river at a shallow crossing above the main
ford. Then with five regiments from Ward's and De Trobriand's Brigades he
swooped down on the two North Carolina regiments, and what he did not kill
and wound of them he gathered in as prisoners, The Confederate loss, as
nearly as could be determined, was about 15 killed and mortally wounded, 50

wounded, and 356 taken prisoner, a total of 421, Among the badly wounded




#7653

were the colonels of the two North Carolina regiments. The Union loss was
6 killed and 36 wounded, & total of 42. fhe Union batteries prevented the

supporting brigades from coming to the help of the wWorth Carolinians,

While the left column was thus passing at khelly's Ford, the

right wing, uader Sedgwick, was having a hardﬂin forcing the crossing at
Rappahannock Station. Here the Confederates occupied a series of works on
the north bank of the river, and these works had been built by the Union
troops some time before. They consisted of a fort, two redoubts, and sever=
al lines of breast-works and rifle pits. The works were defended by Gen.
Herry Hays's lLouisiana brigade, of karlyt!s Division of Ewell's Corps, and
Hoke's lorth Carolina brigade of the same division came to its assistance.
The defenders numbered in all about 2,000,

Sedgwick's, now Wright's, Sixth Corps was to bring on the at-
tempt to capture the position. The Union troops demeonstrated from noon un-
til after dark. Then in the black night, plerced by neither moonbeam or
starlight, and illumined only by the flashes of Confederate muskets and can-
non, the gallant brigades of Upton and Ellmaker, of Russell's Division, charg-
ed the formidable defenses. The assaulting soldiers were forbidden to fire
a shot until they had climbed the walls and were among their enemies, The
confederates poured murderous volleys of canister and musketry into the Un-
ion ranks as they came up, but in spite of all, they captured the position
and nearly all of its defenders.

As the Union troops were practically forbidden to hurt any-
body, the Confederate loss in killed and wounded was very slight, 5 killed
and 35 wounded. But 1,630 prisoners were taken, 928 from the North Card-
lina brigade and 702 of Hays's Loulsiandans. About 350, among whom were
Gen. Hays and the North Carolina commandeg "glipped out the back way" and
escaped. Four fine cannon of Green's lLouisiana Guard Battery, with cais-

sons and limbers complete, and eight regimental flags were taken. Among
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the prisoners were 103 commissioned officers., The Union loss was in killed

and wounded only, and was 69 killed and1257 wounded, a total of 326. And

J

deot—allowed to fire a shot!

Thus the *otal Confederate loss in the two engagements that
day was 2,091, ‘total Union loss, 368. Another glorious victory!

Gen. lLee was both astonished and depressed at the turn of ev-

At last here was a ccrmmander of the Army of the Potomac that would

fight, and even go out and hunt for one-~the only commander that ever looked
for trouble. In three weeks this commander had accepted every gage of bat=
tle offered him and had tendered battle himsslf; ang3besides, in that time
he had put out of the Confederate fishting 1,361 men and five cannon at Eris-
toe and 2,091 men and five cannon at the Rappahannock crossings, a total of
3,452 men and ten cannon, Moreover, this aggressive Yankee general had
leaped over the Rappahannock into Culpeper county, on the peninsula between
the north fork and the Rapidan, and was pushing things. Gen. Lee'!'s action
before iieade at this juncture 1s thus described by Col. Cooke in his Life of
1ee, pe. 359:

Gen. Lee retired before him with a heavy heart and a deep
melancholy, which, in spite of his great contrecl over himself, was visible
in his countenance. The infantry fighting of the campaign had begun, and

ended in disaster for him. In the thirty days he had lost at least 3,000
men and was back again in his o0ld camps, having achleved absolutely nothing.




THE MINE RUN CAMPAIGN.

Gen. Meade expected that Lee would give him battle in the
country about Brandy Station, which is on the railroad a few miles south-~
west of Rappahannock, but the Southern commander hastened to put his army
behind, or south, of the Rapidan. To do this his men had %o abandon their
rather comfortable quarters on the rapidan peninsula, and %0 stand not on
the order of their going, for Meade was moving his army against them and
seemed in fighting mood.

To cross the Rapidan and fight involved some preparation and
preliminary movements, which lieade halted on the Rapldan peninsula to make.

The Second Corps, with the First Minnesota, went into camp
in the viecinity of Berry Hill, near Stevensburg, a small village in Culpeper
county, five miles southeast of Culpeper C. ll., five miles west 0f the north
fork, and the same distance north ¢f the Rapidan. The men went at once to
work in putting up log cabins and other structures suitable for winter guar=
ters, for it had turned unusually cold. November 8, the next day after the
two battles, was a dark, rainy day, and the next day it snowed and that night
water froze in the canteens. lee's men were in a bad way. They had com-

fortable quarters which they had built themselves, but the majority of them

were destitute of clothing and blankets and had very little to eat. Re-en-

forcements were received, however, every day.

Gen. lMeade did not stand at gaze before lee's army of 48,000
for six long weeks, as did McClellan before Magruder's 16,000 at Yorktown.
As soon as he had his army in condition for winter fighting, he got busy.
e sought every opportunity to learn the position and condition of lee's
forces, with the view of attacking them. His army was kept ready to move
in an hour. Laily demonstrations were made, hoping to0 develop something.

The Confederate cavalry was busy‘too

~

}in raiding the rear and troubling the

Union communications.
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After Kelly's Ford and Rappahannock, the Washington authori-
ties did not interfere very much with Gen. Meade and his plans; they virw
tually gave him carte blanche to do as he pleased with his army. But ten
days before these events, gen. Halleck butted in to say that he was certain
Gén. Ewell's Corps had gone to Tennessse to rewsenforce Bragg, and only onse
Corps, A. P. Hill's, was left with Lee, and he ordered Meade to0 attack Lee
at once and raid Lynchburg, and make other movements. The idea of lee's
sending away half of his army at that time was preposterous. Gen, lieade
denied at once that Ewell had gone to Ténnessee. He also said, in effect,
that he knew his duty and would do it, and did not have to be urged to. In
a few days came the twin victorles, and after that Halleck let Meade alone.

At t Gen. Meade ascertained lee's position. It was south
of the Rapidan, almost wholly within Orange County, and east of Orance C.

The right or north end of this 1line restsd on the Rapidan, near lorton's
Ford, which was up the river from Ely's, Culpeper iiine, Germanna, and Jacobs'

Fords, down near Chancellorsville battle ground. Thus these lower fords

were uncovered and could he passed. The line ran from north to south along

the west bank of a small stream called Mine Run, which rises south of Orange
O;’H. and the Chancellorsville plank road, flows due northward between hills
and amid woods, and empties into the Rapidan a few miles above the Germanna
Ford.

The Confederate army was %0 the west of Mine Run, with its
left or north wing, the one nearest the river, behind breastworks, and the
right undefanded,%ﬁgiggﬁﬁrgfﬁs could be raised in front of it in a few hours.
The troops were gueramtimed in little log cabins, some of which were canvas-
covered, although tents and canvas were scarce in lee's army, The cabins
were constructed of small pine logs with puncheon floors and rough stone

fire places.

The position selected by Lee along lilne (reek, as the place
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where he would meet Meade, was somewhat like the position selected just be-
fore uettysburg by lieade along Pipe Creek, as the line where he would meet
Lee, Each position was, or could be made, fairly impregnable. And there-
fore each general finally rejected the meeting place prepared for him by the
other!

Lee seemed entirely confident that the right or south end of
his line would not be disturbed. He thought his left might be in danger
and he detached several brigades of A, P. Hill's Corps to varicus points in
the west or northwest to prevent a turning of his left flank.

By the 24th (November) ieade had prepared a plan for attack-
ing Lee and he was confident of victory. Thé weather was cold, but his
well-clad scldiers could stand a campalgn if lee's ragged and barefoot men
could. He planned to leave & good division behind and with the rest of
his army cross the Rapldan by the lower fcords menticned, go on and turn the
Cconfederate rlght, and then march rapidly westward tcward Orange C, H. over
the plank and turnplke roads which connect that place with Fredericksburg.
Then he would be between Lee and Ewell's Corps and A. I'. [ill's scattered
brigades, and he could demolish them all in detail,

The Union general planned to leave behind the greater part
of his trains, to cut entirely loose from his base of supplies, and take
with him only ambulances and enough wagons to haul seven days' rations;
the troops were to cary three days’' more in their haversacks, if he suc-
ceeded, he would establish a new base snd open new lines of communication.

The orders were to start at 3 o'clock cn the morning of the
24th and be at the Rapidan by daylight. But at the hour menticned a cold
rain was pouring heavily, and the march was postponed. The night of the
25th the ground froze hard and it wasﬁhought that the frozen crust would

bear up the artillery and the wagons. 50 the orders were to start at 3

A, M, of the 26th, and at this hour a start was made for the Rapidan.
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According te the order of march “ykes's Fifth Corps, follow-
by Newton's First, was te cross the river at the Culpeper lMine Ford and
socuth eight miles to Parker's store, on the Pleasanton road tc Orange
He The Second Corps, with the First Minnesota, was to cross at the

germanna Ford, fcur milgs above the Mine Ford, and go eight miles a little
west of south to Robertson's Tavern, on the Orange &nd Fredericksburg turn-
plike, three miles north of Parker's store, on the plank road. This would

put the Second Ccrps in a line facing Mine Run to the west and connecting

with Sykes and Newton. French's Third Corps, followed by “edgwick's Sixth,

were to cross at the Jacob®s Mill Ford, three miles above the Germanna, and

march six miles socuth t¢ Robertson's Tavern and connect with the right of
the Second Corps, Thus, when these movements were completed all the Corps
would be in line facing west towards Mine Creek and Ewell's Corps and ready
" for the attack. Tt was known that the Confederate breastworks lacked a
mile of extending southward to Reobertsen's rr‘atvenf'rf)';mcl Warren's Second and
the Fifth and First would have unimpeded ground before them, -and be clesar
around lLee's line besides.

Gen. Meade calculated that the march, only 20 miles at the
farthest, would be completed by noon of the 27th at the latest, and this
would give time to demolish lLee, with Ewell, before Hill could come up.

But his well devised and meritoricus plans miscarried, though they were wor-
thy of Frederic the Great, Napolecn, or Charles of Sweden. They failed be-
cause of delays.

The main failure was the tardiness of Gen. French with the
Third Corps. - That general's convivial habits have heretofore been alluded
to in comnection with his fallure at Front Royal and Manassas Gap. On this
occasion 1t 1s said he was in his cups; Gen. Meade bluntly said he was drunk.
His Corps had a somewhat longer distance to march than the others, but it

did not reach the Rapidan until three hours after the others had come up.
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Thefgeneral would not allow any of the others to cross until the Third came
upes for he did not know just how things were on the other side of the river.
Finally the Third Corps came up and the crossings began.

How another obstacle to rapid merching was encountered by all
the Corps. The river crossing was to be by pontcon bridges, and it was sup-
posed that a sufficient number ¢f these becats had been brought along. But
when the fords were reached--elither because tﬁe river had raised, as some
claimed, or because the engineers had miscalculated the distance=—it was

found that not enough boats had been brought to bridge the stream clear a-

Crosse. The vacancies had to be filled with trestles}t' %his was a difficult

Jobe. The frozen ground would not hear the vehicles and they broke through
and the wheels sank in the sticky mud. It was noon ¢f the 26th when the
columns got to the river, and it was daylight on the morning of the 27th be=
fore all had crossed. The Second Corps, however, was across or the evening
of the 26th.

Then (Gen. French had an¢ther trouble, He saild the bank oppo=
sit@the south end of his bridge was s0 steep that he could not get his artil-«
lery carriages up it. So, instead of‘ﬁ%tting & hundred men to work digging
a roadway, which they could have completed in twenty minutes, he sent his
cannons and their caissons and battery wagons arocund by Robin Hood's barn
and the Germanna Ford, & detour of eight miles, and only two batteries had
come up to the Corps by the morning of the 27th.

Then Gen. French had another trouble. Soon after his infanw
try had crossed the Rapidan at the Jacobs Mill and was marching toward Rob-
ertson's.Tavern, he blundered upon the wrong road, which carried him too far
to his right. e had crossed the river in the evening, and night found his
Corps all balled up, with the Sixth “orps not much better. He had t¢ march
back in the darkness.

Then #sn. French had another troubie. When ¢n the morning

of the 27th he had found the right road and was pursuing it, he had not gone
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far until he encountered Ed. Johnson's and Rodes's Divid@ions, of Ewell's
Corps, sent out to meet him, At once a brisk little battle opened on
Payne's farm, near that of Widow 1forris, and it lasted nearly all day. Gen,
Prench was no coward and would always fight, even when full of "Dutch cour-
age." Though he defeated the Confederates and finally drove them from his
path, yet before he could extricate himself and open communications with Ro-
bertson's Tavern and the éecond Corps, it was dark. Gen. Trench's loss in
the fighting was 125 killed, 747 wounded, &nd 71 missing--943, The Confed-
erates reported their loss in the two Divisioens of Johnson and Rodes as 83
killed, 518 wounded, 110 missing~w7ll. Only a part of the losses in Rodes's
Pivision was reported. ITn the haversacks of the prisoners and of the Confed.-
erate dead on the field little else was found but some shelled and parched
corn, on which the wretched soldiers sald they had mainly subsiéted for sev=
eral days; as to their clothing, there was much to be desired,

By the evening of the 26th Gen. “feade's intentions were fully
apparent to GCen, lese. The miserable delays of certain of the organizations
were respensible. The Confederaite conmander at once recalled A, P, Hill's
brigades in the vicinity of Orange C., H., 30 miles to the westward, and post-

ed Stuart's cavalry on his front and flanks. Ewell's men not engaged with

Prench were divided inte picket lines and breastwork builderﬁ; jﬂis fighters

were taken from the nOrtE)where they were checking French, and sent to the
south to confront Warren. Gen. Meade's plans for a sudden and unexpected
attack were spoiled; yet he could do nothing but swear.

lee threw out a force teyoend his line under Rodes® and Farly,
and covered by cavalry this force moved repidly against Warren, down near Ro-
bertson's Tavern. Some spirited fishting took place between the infantry
and cavalry of both sides in Warren's front, Webb's Division and the old Gorw
man Brigade being engaged, and the result was that the confederates retired.

This fighting was in the woods, for the Confederstes had no breastworks then

in that quarter, and the time was between 11 and 12 o'clock, Warren had ex-
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peéted to be joined at Robertson's Tavern by French, but French beiﬁg other-
wise engaged, Warren moved his line westward along the turnpike towards old
Verdierville,

Hays's Divisicn, in the advance, struck the Confederate skir-
mishers at Robertson's and drove them back westward along the Orange turn-
pike. Webb's Divisien came up rapidly, deployed to the right of the road
and pushed them back to the northwest over the road leading northwest tc Rac-
coon ?ovg over the Rapidan. Lieut. Col. Hesser, of Naxter!'s Zouaves (SBven-
ty-Second Pennsylvania) was killed in this movement, Col. Paxter was comw
manding the Gorman Brigade.

Gen., Warren kept demonstrating, but became greatly disturbed
as the day wore on and he could not tell how strong the force was in front
of him, nor why Franch's or some other Corps did not join him. He was great-
ly relieved when black night came and hid him from the enemy. But glery be!
Just at dark Newton's First Corps joined him, and later went intc line of bat-
tle on his right. Then during the night Sedgwick's Sixth Corps came up and
before daylight took possession on the right also. Now everything was safe,

On the morning of the 28th at sunrise the three Corps~~the
Pirst, Second, and Sixth--moved gellantly forward, determined to smash to
pleces the Confederates, supposed toc be in battle array in the woods just in
front. But for the delays mentioned, this movement would have been made 24
hours before, or early in the forenoon of the 27th. But when they had ad-
vanced a mile without interference, the three Corps discovered that the Con-

federates had fallen back two miles west of Robertson's Tavern and gone into

position on the west side of lMine Run, where they had thrown up fortifica-

tions which they were still enlarging, extendingjand strengthening. Ry
marching night and day Hill's Corps was now up and also in position, Lee
is ready for you now, Gen. ileade!

Warren and the other generals, Meade included, under cover of

a skirmish line, went up within half a mile of the Confederate position and
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through thelir field glasses took & good look at it, The Confederate line
was drawn along a prominent ridge, or rather a series of heights, and extend-
ing north and south for six miles, with a "fish hook" on either end. The
abrupt helghts or hills formed all of the essential angles and salients of a
Tort. The center had four or five facings, covering a distance of two miles,
and these facings enabled the placing of batteries that could enfilade and
sweep every avenue of approach over the half mile of open ground directly in
front. The breastworks on this ridge were composed of narrow cribs of big
logs filled with wet dirt packed down, and were five feet high; they were
strong enough to resist any canhon likely to be fired egainst them. In their
front, trees and brush had been cut down and with the tops pointing outwarg,
making a formidable and almost impassable abatis, Still: farther to the
front, from a quarter to half a mile, flowed "ine Run, a stream of no great
width, but with steep banks bordered with brush and'undergrowth. Recent
heavy rains had converted its valleys into swamps and marshes covered with
thin ice. The position was stronger than Missicnary Ridge, and indeed more
formidable than any other constructed during the war,

Gen. WMeade was greatly disconcerted at the unfavorable. turn
in his affairs. Fe had come to fight, and he determined %o make every ef-
fort to do so if he could without making a Tredericksburg or Cemetery Tldge
slaughter of his men. Fe put in all of the 28th in reconnoitering and try-
ing to find a weak place in the armor in which Lee had encleosed himself and
which might be attacked with some show of success.

Tt was especially up to Gen. Warren and the Second "orps on
the extreme "'nion left, and opposite the extreme Confederate right, to find
the weak place, or at least one weak place; Gen. Sedgwick, on the extreme
Inion right, was depended upon to find another. A heavy and cold rain fell
early in the day and somewhat interfered with Gen. Warren's observations; but
he went out with some skirmishers and had 20 of them killed and wounded be-

fore he saw all he wanted to see, Yot he falled te discover, he says, "a
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promising point of attack."

Tn the evening Gen, Warren, to serve his country and to mol-
1ify Gen. Yeade, who was in a towering rage because he was likely to have 10
retire without a battle, proposed t0o the general a movemant on the enemy's

extreme right, beyvond his fortified line. This movement, nen, Warren said,

he would lead with the Second Corps, re=enforced properly by infantry and

oA

some cavalry. leade approved *he proposition warmly, sent Warrenﬂ”érry's

Division (6,000 men) of the Sixth Corps, and 300 of Gregg's best cavalry,
Aty hat

and assured Wer¥emn he would give him further support 1f he needed it.

Tt-was past noon when the movement was decided upon. Gen.,
Warren busied himself and his subordinate officers with preparations for 1t
until in the evening, when another heavy storm came up. He stripped him<
self to Tight. He prepared to give his men three days' rations, to leave
behind nearly all his ambulances and half his artillery and move lightly and
swiftly. The dark rainy night determined him to put off the beginning of
the movement until the next merning.

At daylight on the 29th the movement began. The march was
made over bad roads, through the woods)about two miles below PRobertson's,
and then westward. Coming upon Gen. Gregg, that officer showed Gen. Warren
what he thought was a formidable breastwork in front, btut which proved to be
the embankment of a projected rallroad, well noted on the Chancellorsville
battle ground, and which afterward became the roadbed of the Potomac, Freder-
icksburg & Pledmont. fen. Warren meant to go clear down and around the
"fish hook" of Iee's right flank, thus turning it and forcing the “onfeder-
ates 1o come out from behind thelr heavy entrenchments and fight in the open
ground and in a fair field.

But Lee was watching for such a movement and sent cavalry, in-
fantry and artillery down from the left of his line to meet it. His skir-

mishers met Warren's almost at the outset. Tarren drove them three miles

and at the head of lMine Pun, helow the Orange turnpike, the Orange plank
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rOad, and the railroad embankment, he found the regiments they belonged to in

Warren had lost only 50 in killed and wounded, but the ;oute
through the timber had been so hard to travel that it was dark before he
could get his troops in position for assault, He rode as fast as he could
to Meade's headquarters at Robertson’s for instructions, and when he arrived
he was %t0ld that a general assault had been planned for the next merning and
he was ordered %o go back to his Corps and prepare for 1t.

nen. Warren was %o méke the first attack from his position,

and two more divisions were sent him to make 1t stronger. He was to assault

vigorously, and this would doubtless draw troops from lee's left, and thus

weaken that end of the line so that CGen. ﬁsdgwic%)with the First and Sixth

Corp%)could break it and destroy 1it. @den. Wright, of Sedgwick’'s First Divi-
sion, said he was confident he could make a flying wedge of his division and
send it through the line in his front, fen. French sald an assault in his
front, in the center, was impracticable, and so he was left with one division
to stand still and watch things.

aen, Warren was t0 begin the assault at 8 o'clock the next
morning (30th) and Sedgwick would make his an hour later. But when the sun
rose Warren saw to his consternation that the Confederates had moved down
large re-enforcements; that they had worked all night enlarging and extend-
ing their breastworks, supplying them with abatis, etc., until now they were
as strong as any other part of their line along Mine Run; moreover, it would
r equire about seven minutes to go from the Union position to the Confeder-
ate works and during all this time a charging force on a naked plain would be
exposed to every species of fire. (ten. Warren suspended his attack until he
looked over the situation very carefully and then sent for Gen., lieade, When
the commanding general came, he soon decided that an assault was impractic-
able-~0r rather that it was impossible~-and he countermanded the orders for
ite By his orders, too, the army lay quiet durinz the rest of the day Mo~

vember 30 and all day of December 1, and the next day abandoned the movement
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and re-crossed the Rapidan.

That the assault on the 30th was indefinitely postponed was
of credit to Gen. Meade's sound judgment over his strenuous determination
to fight. An assault on an almost impregnable position of the Confederates
would have probably failed, sntalled woeful slaughter, and produced no good
results, The men would have made the charge all right, though they knew
its frightful perils. They were very cheerful about it; but while they
were brightening up their bayonets and girding up their loins for it, they
pinned upon their hreasts pleces of cardboard and paper bearing their names,
thelr companies and regimantﬁ)and their home addresses--<for the information
of possible burial partles!

The total loss of Ifeade's army on the Mine Run campaign was
173 killed, 1,099 wounded, and 381 captured and missing; a total of 1,653,
of which 224 were in the cavalry. The Second Corps was engaged Wov. 27,
28, and 29, and lost 12 killed, 152 wounded, and 118 missing; total 282,
Webb's Division lost 5 killed, 39 wounded, and 13 missing; total 57. The
loss in Baxter!s Brigade was none killed, 14 wounded, and 5 missing; the
First Minnesota of this brigade sustainsed no loss. “Col. Joslin, Fifteenth
Massachusetts, and four of his men were captured and ten wounded.

The Confederates reported their losses only partially. Ewell's
Corps, with returnslacking from two brigades, reported 711 casualties in the
fighting at Payne's farm with Gen. French. No report from Cen, A. P. Hill's
Corps or Stuart's cavalry can he found, "he Confederate loss in the aggre-

gate was probably about 1,000,

If Gen. Lee pursued the retdring ynion forces a single rod,

nobody in Meade's army was aware of it, A few of Stuart's cavalry cams
slowly and cautiously behind as far as Parker;sigtnre, but their movement
was in no sense a pursuit, McClellan in his "Stuart's Cavalry," p. 398,
and Cooke in his "Life of Ilee," p. 369, claim that when Meade retired Meade
moved his army "immediately in pursuit,” going around Meade's or Warren's

left flank. How glad Warren and Meade would have been to know this at the
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time! Gen. Warren had 16,000 good men and 14 batteries, and he would have
been greatly delighted had Lee come out from behind his unassailable posi-
tion and attacked the 0ld Second Corps and Terry's Division in the open ccun-
trye.

The fallure of Gen. Meade's campaign was attributed by 0Oen,
Meade and his chief of staff, Gen. Humphreys, te¢ the delays and misconduct
of Gen. French. That officer tried to excuse himself by saying that his
delays could not be avoldsd. fen, lMeade would not let Gen. Warren attack
until French came up and joined him; but Gen. French, rerarding thi§7said:
"That was all nonsense; Warren should have been fighting the south end of
the rebel line while T was fighting the north end.” As to his being intoxi-
cated, Gen. French said: "That was a lie. T had a flask of brandy which
the surgeon had fixed up for me, and 1 occasionally took a swig from it to
keep out the celd, but T was not intoxicated in the slightest degree,” lHow-
ever, largely owing to the insistence of Meade and Humphrevs, Gsn. Prench
was removed from the command of the Third Corps in March after Mine Run and
a little later had his commission of major general of volunteers taken away
from him by being mustered out of the volunteer service and returned to his
former rank of lieutenant colonel in the regular army. In 1877, aged 62,
he was retired as brigadier general and died in Washington in 1881,

Meade's and lee's operations in the late autumn of 1863 inauw«

gurated a new system O0f military defenfe. Theretofore when an army fought
[ o J &2

in the field it did so in the open without breastworks unless they had been
p)

previously erected. But, whep)early in October, 1863, Meade marched his
army to near Washington, he threw up breastworks as soon as he stopped and
prepared to fight behind them. At Mine Run Lee built strong entrenchments
to shelter his men in a single night, and whenever he moved them he built
new ones, This new feature he carried forward in the Wilderness Campaign;
every night and sometimes every dav he built new works. Grant soon adopted

this plan, and s0 did Sherman and Joe Johnston in the West. The two Bull
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Runs, Antietam, fettysburg, Shiloh, and other great battles bafgre October,

fesrcag
1863, were foucht in the open, except when stone walls and raillneads could

be utilized.






