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sgsered precineéts. They regaggﬂﬁ the work of improvement here &s sacrilge
AN

and desecration of the worst form. When in 1820 the garrison at Fort
Snelling guilt a2 mill and a dwelling house here, they looked to see it o
whelmed by & floodf'or destroyed by thunderbolts. As time passed and
other improvements were madiﬁg and@specially when mills were built and

the river current msde to turn them, they were astounded. Finslly they
concluded that the 0ld gods had abandoned the place, and then a few of

. them came snd pitched their tepees upon ground which became the businegs
center of the great city.

Geologists tell us of the great Glscial Period, when linnesotsa
was covered with a sheet of i In time this melted away, and it is
thought probable that there were men in southern Minn esota when what is
now the northern part of the State was ice~bound. The scientific men
believe that 7,000 or 8,000 years ago the Falls were at the mouth of the
Minnesota)and that during this time the long great gorge between Fort
Snelling and the present cataract was eroded snd dug, as it were, by the
river.

THE FIRST WHITE EXPLORFRS.

The city of Quebec was founded by Ssmuel Champlain, the
v b

ch Governor of Csnads, in 1608. He was soon joined by missionsary
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priests of theMother Church who penetrsted the surrounding wildernesses
|
1 a9 ° 13 D . . -
and labored smong the savage Indisns for their cgnversion to the Christian
faith. The capture of Cenads by the English in 1629, defested sny further
. L
missionary efforts for a time, but the country was restored three yesrs
lster snd Jesuit priests set out to continue the missions alons.
These zealous religious workers became the first discoverers
i 3
of the greater part of the interior of thellorth American Continent, es-

pecislly of a great part of the Northwest. Within ten years after their

second arrival, they had not only exsmined much of the country from Lske

Superior to the Gulf of Mexico and founded several Christian villages, but

they had plented the ceross at the Sault Ste, Merie, from whence they looked
out and down upon the country of the Sioux and the valley of the upper
Mississippi. But for these courageous end pious men very much of esrly
Northwestern history would not have been made)gnd much more of it would

not hsve been recoréed and preserved.

WHAT JEAN NICOQLET SAW.

It was, however, not s priest, but a laymsn, Monsieur Jean

Nicolet, who first hesrd of "a great wster™ which proved to bhe the upper

J

a
Migsissippi. He csme to Canad& from France in 1618 snd had been much in the

service of the Government ss an emisssry snd explorer. In 1639 he was
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sent to Green Bay and went, by ymy of the Fox River and a portsage,

D

A
Wisconsin and down thst river for some distance. pr this journey Father

Vimont, in the Jesuit Relations of that yesr, (Rel, 1639-40, P, 135.) writes:

i d

#The Sieur Nicolet, who hsad penetrsted furthest into these distant
countries, avers that had he sailed three days more on a great river whish
flows from that lske (Green Bay) he would have found the sea.®”

How it was the Ouinipegou (or Winnebago) Indisns with whom
Nicolet was at the time. They told him simply of "a great water," by
which term they described the big river. From his imperfect understsnd-
ing of their lsnguage, he believed they were telling him of the grest

he hastened back with the astounding news. At thst time the

telief wss common that the sea was to be found not meny hundred miles west
of Cansda. The Jesuit fathers now hesd high hopes of reaching the Pacifiec
with thelir mission stations and prepsred to send some of their number to
"those men of the other sea." (Ibid, 132-35.) It was not long, however,
tefore the truth was lesrned, or at least enough to reslize that the
Winnebagoes meant a big river and not the vest ocean when they told Nicolet
of the "great wster."

The Spaniards had discovered the lower Mississippi a hundred
years before and De Soto had died on its banks snd teen buried in its rosom

)

_dn 1548, It ig._however, quite certain thst to Jean Nicolet, the Frenchman,

[ b~ A
;L?/“Nicolet was drowned at fhree Rivers, Cmnadsa, in 1642.

o

-

" -
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is due the credit of having figst reached and reported upon the waters of

the upper portion of the great river, which has been not inaptly stylad

thé"Father " of them and of many others.

THF GOOD WORK OF T tfégggﬁﬁ FATHFRS.

In 1641 Fsthers Isasc Jogues end Ch rles Raymbsult, at Sault
Ste. lNarie, and in 1660 Father llensrd, snother Jesuit, with a mission on the
southern store qf Lake Superior, heard of snd reported upon "the grest
the westwerd,” and 6f the nstion of people living upon it and i
waters. This nation, it was reported, spoke another language and differed
in other charscteristics from the Algonquins. Father Allouez, who succeed-
d Father Menard on Lake Superior, was the first to report the name of the
and of the river. In the Jesuit Relations for 1666-67 (P. 106) he
"The Nasdouessi live on the creat river called Messipi, which &mpties,
as I csn conjecture, infto the ses by Virginia.”

The Jesuit father Jemes Marquette and the Sieur Louis Joliet.

9%
/

I
instructed by the French Govenér of Canada, Frontenac, embsrked June

I 0
L

1673, in two birch bsark canoes on the ﬁisconsin?or an explorstion of the
nre - - . + 4 @ - - T2 - - '3 y

upper Mis 31 Ppr Sailing slowly down the Wisconsim, amid its vene-clad

8, its veried shores, and numerous gand-bars, on the 17th they glided

*

.n > 3 > = Wiy 2 4 P
into the grest river, "with a Joy I cannot express," writes Father
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Marquette. THey went south over the river as fsr as the mouth of the Ar-
i
The good fsther wrote "lMeskousing" for Wisconsin, spelled ths nem

0f the great river "Missisipi," wrote"Ousbache'" for Wabash, "Aksnsea,K"

for Arksnsas, ete.

The upper Mississippl was now feirly well known, but norbody had

/

made known to the world the grest falls which constituted thesdr most im-

portant natural feature. The first white msn to see them was to come

sfter Father Marquette and Joliet had learned for a certsin
ty that there was such a great river identi c¢al with that discovered and
reported upon by De Soto's expedition.

ALL HAIL, FATHFR HENNEPIN, THE FIRST WHITE
¥ AN AT THE SITE OF MINNEAPOLIS{
-

The first pure Cmucgsians or men of full white blood fo look
upon the site where afterwsrds arose the great c¢ity of Minneapolis were
Rev. Father Louis Hennepin and his associate, Anthony Auguelle, and the
date of their visit was in July, 1680. There is but a single source of
information to warrant this statement, but yet it has been made myrisds
of times, seldom questioneaaand is still listened to with interest; it

)
cannot become %oo well known, and perhaps it cannot be too often made.

Father Hennepin was born in the Province of Hainsult, Flanders,

(now Belgium) ingbout 1640. He beceme s Franciscan monk and in 1674




Page (11)
present as a chaplsin in the French army at the battle of Senef.
later he was sent 6& Canada. In December, 1679, he was at
Coeur, on the Illinois River, eaper to engage in missionary
the savages. His commander was the renowned Chevalier Robert
Salle; his religious counselnd was the venersble Father Ribourde.

-

FIRST CAUCASIAN VOVAGE TO THE UPPER MISSISSIPP

On the 29th of February, 1680, Father Hennepin and two Frenchmen
left Fort Creve Coeur in a large canoe and sailed down the Illinois River,

which the French, ¢ . : sther Hennepin, ~2slled the Seignelsy.
b ] ] Le o

/'

The party consisted of the Franciscan priest and Michsael Accautt (Hennepin

spells the name Ako snd others write it Le Sieur 4 Accsult, d'

Ako, and Dacan) and Antoine Auguellfgﬁ*who was & native of the Province of

iz 0% 3

Picardy and often termed"Le Picard"and "Picard du

~ a3
T

G _\y."l The:T had f.'-l“[‘@

arms and other weapons, a good stock of provisions, and Fether Hennepin
Cla AL J’\
% 211 the articles commonly employed by a priest in his sacred cslling.

In his "Description of Louisisna™ Father Hennepin states the

A
(il

£

obj@cgﬁand some other circumstsnces connected with the expedition. He

#1 offered to undertake this voysge to endeavor to
g0 and form an ascqusintance with the natives among whon
I hoped soon to settle in order to preach the faith. The
Sieur de la Sslle told me that I gratified him. He gave
me & peace calumet and a canoe with gy men @&/




&
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T 7
LA/ : . .
~//The real leasder or commander of the pasrty was not Father Hennepin; he wss

merely the chaplain of the egpedition. He sdmits in his jou::;l that his
companions often disobeyed his reguests. The rgal comm&ﬂv;r seems to have
been Michael Accsasult.Father Hennepin says that La Salle, "intrusted hin®

EAccaulé] with some goods intended to make presents, which were worth a
thousand or twleve hundred livres, E}r nearly Q24§]. He gave me ten knives,
twelve awls, a smsll roll of tobacco to give the Indiasns, sbout two pounds
of blsck snd white besds, and a small packsge of neadles. He is very liber-
al to his friends."

About Iils

which river Wa#then called by the French of :the country the Colbert. Two

o
leagues from the confluence of the two rivers they czme upon some Indisans

whose villsges were west of the Cglbert and who c¢slled themselves laros or

Tamaros, and were probably the bands known to the Algonquins as the lMessouret

or Missouris. They used wooden canoes, or csnoes fashioned from logs, while
&

the Algonguins of the lakes had boats of bérch bark, snd the word Hissouri,

or Michouri, mees 2 NO¢ 1d s5 1is cormmonly supposed. The

Maroas were at war with the Northern Indisns towards whom Father Hennepin

and his campsnions were going with arms snd other iron implements. The
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Indisns shot arrows at the white men in the endeavor to prevent the re-

enforcement of their enemies.

The explorers renewed their voyage up the Cglbert on March 12. The

work of paddling the rather heavily laden canoe sgainst the strongz swollen
current of the Mississippi in the month of Msrch and the first part of Apr}é
when much driftwood and flosting ice must havs been @ncountered, was of4
gourse very hard and toilsome. ILandines and encampments were made every

night and progress was necessarily ve -y slow.

they were cheerfully endured. He speaks Joyously of the sbundance of fre
provisions the country afforded them, saying: "We were losded with seven
or eight lsrge turkeys, which multiply of themselves in these parts. Ve
wanted neither buffslo, nor deer nor besver, nor fish nor bear meat, for we

J

killed those animsls ss they swam scross the river."

ANTT TITCET A Ty DY mIrT Y A TT A ATTT
AND ENf LAVED BY THE SAVAGE SIOUX.

After a month's journey up the gresat river an extraordinsry incident
@ccurred. The reverend father tells us that during the voyage they had
Q 2
been considering the river Calbert, (Mississippi) "with grest plessure, and

without hindrance to know whether it was navigable up and down." It is quite

probable that they hsd been instructed to investigate and report upon the
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nevigsbility of the river, and that they were also to examine snd desg
+

the country upon both its shores. The priest expected to proclaigﬂthe
Gospel to the savages to whom they should come, and the daily prsyers of
811l three of the white men were thst these people might be encountared in
the dsytime, and not at night, when they might be mistaken for enenies
and ruthlessly killed. Their Prayers were answered when, on the 11lth

of April, "sbout 2 o'elock in the afternoon,” ssys Fsther Hennepin, they

)

encountered 33 birch bark csnoes with 120 wsrriors of the great Hadauessig;

or Sioux nation of Indisns. The savages Were on their way "to mske war

on the Miamis, the Islinois, and the HMaroa" Indisns, whose country was to

the southwaréjand wno were the hereditsry enemies of the Sioux. Of course

the Sioux were srmed and very desirous of killing somebody.

There was the greatest excitement among them. The white men had the
peace pipe which La Sslle had given them, and which Father Hennepin now

AAC A

held conspicigmsly snd ostentatiously =loft that the Indians might plainly
"see it. A peace pipe or calumet was & whiteflag)and not only mesnt that
the bearer wss harn and friendly but that he must be respected snd
protected from all hsrm and injury. It was very valusble on this occasion.

The Indisns yelled and screamed and fired arrows st the white strangers,

but Father Hennepin says: "The old men} seeing us with the cslumet @@
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It was s perilously eriticsl time according to Fether Hennepin's
narration. Some think he exaggerated the danger snd peril of the conditions,
which were doubtless bad enough at the best. He says that by the signs of
the Indisns== for their langusge could not be uncerstood===the white men
comprehended that the ssvages were on s hostile expedition against their
0ld time enemies, the Mismis sna others down below. Then the good
"took a little stick and by signs whiech we made in the sand showed
thet their enemies, the Miamis, whom they sought, hed fled across the river

Colbert to join the Islinois,”

X
TORRENTS OF TERRIFYING WEARS.

Whereupon, realizing that their enemies hsad escaped them, the
Sioux 1lifted up their voices =na wept== wept loudly and their tesrs “lowed

profusely. Their foes had fled in safety; hinc illa lachrymse. Fathor

Hennepin, "with a wretched hendkerchief I had left,
the tears; the remsinder either fell @Gn the eround and rolled into the river
or were swallowed up by the earth. The saveges refused to bte comforted.
They would not smoke the peace pipe of the white men, and even wrenched it

from thier hsnds. They msde the poor prisoners cross the river snd oo into

with them. Then they cslled an assembly which determined that the




captives should be tomshawked outricht, As a peace offering Fether
Hennepin then gave them six axes, fifteen knives, snd six fathones (24 feet)
of a rope or twist of tobacco an ineh thick. At last, wishing @ﬁ end it
all, the good priest, as he says, handed them sn ax# and bofing his hesd
and baring his neck told them to go shead and dicapitate him, and so m:ke
an end.

Al once there was a change of sentiment among the Indians. They
approached the father in a friendly manner put three pieces of hot cooked
teaver meat into his mouth before presenting him with a bark dish full
the same food. Then they returned the peace pipe, tut the three white
spent the night in great anxiety. Auguelle snd Accsult had their srms snd
swords at hanﬁi determined to sell their lives aﬁldearly as possible. The

pious priest was, as he says, in gz different mood. Says

"As for my own psrt, I determined to sllow myself to be
killed without any resistsnce, as I wess going to snriounce
to them a God who had been falsely accused, unjustly con-
demmed, and digelly crucified without showing the least
aversion to those that put him to desth. But we watched
in turn, in our anxiety, so as not to be surprised asleep.

LIVES SAVED BUT LIBFRTIES LOST.

The morning of April 12, a chief or hesd Warrioifmhom Father

Hennepin calls "one of thédr captains,”™ and whose name he

as Narhetoba¥all in war paint, asked the white men for their e







sy : ’ o'l . 1 i L S
Receiving it he filled if: "with tobacco of his country," (1

B
ni‘-,

ikinnicK) smoked it himself,snd then made all of the other members of

J

tand smoke it. That settled the fate of the asse( ives; they
were to live. Narhetoba (seéd@iinitionﬁpost}Ztﬁld them that their lives
; g

would be spared, btut that they must go back with them to thelr own country.

With this decision they were well enough satisfied, sinece the Indiansg #

country, was their intended destinstion.

-

In his perturtation and nervousness Father Hennepin was con-

stantly muttering and mumbling his prayers. € dia noticed him,

(& O ,&{,;Tf?_.«

il o+ E :
the fsther says they ceried out, "Gem—~Ksnche," which the three whites

thought was an expression of snger and denunciation. Nichael Accault

S

im: Keep gquiet; if you continue to mutter your prayers and recite
'=breviary)we shall a8l1ll ©be killed." Thereupon the good father ceased to

pray in public}but uttersd his orisons in the dsrk or within the se-

W
\
clusion of a wood. But what the Indians reslly said was "Wau-Kawn" or per-
L

3 e

“wai-xéwn-de," meaning supernatural. In effect they said, respectfully
/

}

‘ 1 2
enuugh,@ﬁe is saying something of =2 supernstural or sacred character. He
afterward resd from his brevisry in an open canoe the Litsny of the

Blessed Virgin, end was not disturbed. The Indisns seemed to think that

the book was
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The point on the Mississippi where Fsther Hemmepin and his com-

panions met the Sioux, cannot now be definitely fixed, The most reasonsable

t L,
estimate has bwen made by that eminent authority on Northwestern History,
Warren Upham, Seclitary of the State Historicsal Society. In his Volume 3

4

of " Minnesota in Three Centuries" (P. 229) Mr. Uphan says:
A

#Hennepin's estimste of the distance voyagesin the
ascent of the Mississippi from the mouth of the Illinois
river before meeting the Sioux was sbout 200 French leagues;
and from the place of that meeting to where they left this
river, at the site of St. Paul, about 250 leagues. The whole
distance, thus represented to be sbout 450 French lesgues,
or 1,242 English miles, is ascertsined by the present very se-
curate maps to be only 689 miles, following the winding course

—0f the river., Tf we can truthfully sccept the proportionsl
retio of the estimstes of Hennepin, indicating four-ninths
of the whole voyage to have been rassed when he met the Sioux
and g¢as taken captive, that place of captivity was near the
head of the Re®e#Island repids, some 15 miles sabove the cities
of Resre Island(fand Davenport.®

DAYS OF DEADLY PERILS AND DANGERS.

It was probably on the 14th of April when. the fleet of Indisn

bark canoes, including the boat of thqbaptive white men, set out for the ﬁ
)

Sioux country up the river==the Indians abandoning their war expedition
in great sorrow. These particular Sioux, commonly ferocious snd very
g 74
AAL
savége, were, sccording to Father Hemnepin, very @gubrious'and lachrymose,
They burst into tears and wept copiously on .the smallest occcasion. In

tearful tones they would tell the white men how much they loved them;

the next minute, in voices choked with sobs, they would snnounce thst




*

meant to dssh out the brsins of the helpless csaptives becsusewthe Miamis had
killed some Sioux once upon g time.
llore than once Father Hennepin's 1ife was saved by the interven-

tion of the kind-harted "captain” whom the fsather eslls Narhetoba. (Probsbly,

5

8, meaning kicks twice to one side.) The head chief of the party,

according to the father's account, was called Aquipaguetin. (Probably
a-Tan, meaning s forked or pronged meetin-, from a-kee-pa, a meet-—
o

ing and gatan, forked or pronged, and meaning one who meets at s forked or pro,

ed division of the road or path.) For some time this chief was determined to

kill the three white men in order to assuage his grief for the death of his

son who had been killed by the Mismis. He bawled slmost constantly and kept up
ecial roaring at night. Father Hennepin says he indulged in all this ex-

agant demonstration of a poignent sorrow and s broken heart in order to
vé[

Ghdbein the sympethy of his followers so that=probably to stop his noisec=

they would murder the white men snd appropriate their goodsg But the father
says that their lives were spared by the savages for merely commercial ressons.
He explasins:

\Those who liked European goods were much disposed
to preserve us, so as to sttract other Frenchmen there snd cet
iron, which is extremely precious in their eyes, but of which
they learned the gresat utiléﬁy only when they saw one of our
French boatmen kill three o%® four bustards (turkeys) at =
single shot, while they oean

&~ 3 5 e
Scarcely ki1l only one with asn arrow

®




In consequence, as we afterwsrd learned, the words "Manzsa
Ousckange"™ mean iron that has understsnding. (Mah-zsh Waunkon ‘
means supernsturasl iron, and a gun was often so cslled., - Campilﬂgj

The white men's boat bore such a load of freight that with its
ordinary crew it could not keep psce with the light birchwbark ganoes of the

Sioux; and so the Indians sent four or five of their number to help the

= .

Frenchmen paddle their craft. The majority of the Indians we¥e fairly kind

to .the prjsonortrut thier kindness sometimes took dissgreeatle forms. The
)

»

father tells us:

“During the night some o0ld men came to weep piteously,
often rubbing our arms and whole bodies with their hands,
which they then put on our hea@@ Besides being hindered from
sleeping by these tesrs, I often did not know what to thinke=
whether these Indians wepl because some of their, wdrriérs
would have killed us, or out of pure compsssion st the ill-

/]
treatment shown us.

&
When the fleet reached Lake P@pin there was another outburst

of Indisn tears. KFather Hennepin says he named this lske the

ars, ("Lesc des Pleurs") "because some of the Indiasns who had taken
us end wished to kill us wept the whole night to induce the otkers to
consent to our death." The voy:zge was continua% smid occasionsl show-

ers of tesrs and the constant thrests and menaces of old Forked xeetinﬁi

for nineteen days. It was 2 voysge of physical toil and hardship as

well es of mentgl discomfort. Only one thing wsas coqurting3= game was

abundent and there was plenty toesat.




VOYAGE ENDS AT PRESENT TE OF S PAUL

Ed

On the nineteenth day after the capture, or April 30, -4he

expedition landed on the east side of the Colbert or Missisgippi. Father
o

4

Hennepin says this landing was made "in arﬁa“," end at a point "five leagues
(15 miles) below St. Anthony's Falls.” The locality has been identified as
a few miles east of St. Paul, on the north or east side of
the river. In the early spring this leke has always been connected by water
with the Mississipp% and Father Hennipin very properly called it"a bay."

Subsequently the place was ealled "La Pointe Basse,"” or the shoal point;

Point Le Claire, for Michel Le Claire, the first bona=fide white se

its banks; and "Rimg Eye," for the nickname of an 0ld Canadian Frenchmen,

D

Pierre Parrant, who kept Whiskgy for sale at the western end of the lake, aft

Dayton's Bluff.

%

Here the Indians broke up the white meﬂs boat and seized all
even Pather Hennepin's entire equipment for his ssacerdot-
al functions, &ll the articles pertaining to a portable chapel which
carrying with him, his robes, chasuble, éte., § everything except the
which, because it glittered, they thought was "Waukon” and had better
alone, They also distributed the hapless prisoners separatel

y to three heads

of families, "in place of three of their children that had been killed in
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war.," Then they hid their own canoes and some other articles amid the

d
and rank growth of weeds and rushes in Pigs Eye Lake, and then set out fo:

cipal villages on Mille Lag, or among the "tMouSmnd lakas" of

that locality.

The journey from the river to the village occupied about five
days., Presumably the Indisns followed a well known trail, but the march
was a hard one, especially for FPather Hemnepin and his companions,
tance, as the crow flies, is a little more than a hundred miles, an
was not very far from straight. But the Rum River and other streams were
c¢ross, swamps and marshes had to be waded, and elevations climbed.,

the lakes and swamps were covered with a thir
which broks under the feet of the prisoners, and the father says:
were all bloody from the ice which we broke as we advanced in lakes which
we forded." They ate only once in 24 hours and often the priest
the wayside in the dead prairie gr: "regolved to die there,™ he
But the Indians set Ffire to the gre . he wag force to trudge on or be
burned to death. He swam the chilly water of the Rum Riv r, but his com-
panions could not swi% and the Indians had to carry them across on their

sholders.

IN SLAVERY AT MILLE LACS.
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At last, about the 5th of Mey, they

e, which Father Hennepi

(or Isanti) meaning a knife., A number of the

came out ‘9t meet the warriors and welcome them home.

curiosity but not of admirstion. Their

and nobody envied One o0id men ("weeping 1

Father Hennepin' and feet

while another Indian gave him a bark dish full of wi

blueberris.

1

Father Hennepir

s master,

soon conveyed his

meaning my child) and to whom he

ROBABLY THE FIRST WHITE

s
a

Indian women and

status

1d

A-KeepalGa-Pen)

adopte

sached t“‘....uille Lacé

/

el ;
1) o=

i ]

orruption of

children

The white men were ob-

o4
L=

was that of slave

o]

tterly," FEEITReed

with wild-cat oil and was ver;

rice well seasoned

had

whom Hennepin

d son,

was

Father Hennepin, in

.L.

acecount of his ating

first white men that the Sioux

Ct
o)

to the subjeet whatever. The Sieur du Luth cla

village in 1679, the year before Father

ut Father Hennepin does not say so.

1is companions

that he and 1

3 &
that

Hennepin was

Du Luth returned

his rather elaborate

were the

He makes no reference

he was at this same

s

to it,

with the PFather to the




ne

1 =

priest does mot hint that this was Du Luth's semqnd visite It is singular that

Du Luth never claimed until late in 1680, after Father Hennepin’é reléas , that
he was at Mille Laé; the villaege of the Issatic, in the summer o??!iﬁga Many
have boldly claimed that Father Hennepin and his two companions in ceptivity
were the first white men to visit the ancient Sioux at Mille Lacs, and that

Du Liuth willfully and knowingly testified felsely when he asserted that he was

there in 1679.

CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS OF INDIAN LIFE AT MILLE LACS.

Father Hennepin and his white companions had a rather unevent-

i

ful experience among the Indians of Mille Lag. This great lake at the time

was called the Spirit Lake, or in Sioux "Meday Waukon.," The people dwelling

P

&f

on its banks came to be called the Meday (or Meda or M'da) Wauvkontonwan, e
people of the Spirit Lake; Medsa, lakew=Waukon, spirit; tonwan, people or
village. . Father Hennepin found them boiling their meat and wild rice in earth-
ern pots. He had an iron pot "with three lion-paw feet," which the Indians
were afraid of as"Weukon" and would not touch.

It is therefore certain that the early Sioux made pottery, as
did the ﬁound Builders. It is not probable, however, that they made flint

implements, or at least Pather Hennepin does not tell us so. They probably
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used stone war clubs, weapons formed of egg-shaped stones fa btan ed

of sticks. Hennepin tells us that on one occasion Chief Aquiffaguetin/ the leet-

te

1 %]

er at the Fork, ceme at him with his hes d—ore’rmr}
club. The French term is sse~tete" which Dr. Shes and others translate
tomahaWiylbut which the best dictionsries render a bludgeon,

Literslly the term means head bresker, The Indisns hed no tomahawks or other

metallic implements at the time of Henmepin's visit, for this

meeting with white men, Prof. Thwaites trsnslated

The lot of Father Eennepin and his white companions emong the

at MMille Lscs was not an especially hsppy one. They were slaves

work. The good father was. kept busy at garden msking on

mzster. He hsd broucht some vegetsble seeds with him, 1t seems,

He planted tobacco, cabiages, and purslain,
He had the satisfaction of bap

little girl, the dauchter of "Maminisi, (probably Maminni-s
at red water) as she wss believed to be dying. 5 il ¢overed, but died
some weasks lster. He christened her Antonetta, chiefly for inthony Auguslle,
who stood as.her godf=sther,

Aceault igr Lko) and the Picard hsd & hsrd




too. Fsther Hemnepin says the latter was especially illy used. The Indisn

women recoiled from both men in horror Wpcua se 0f "the hair on-thsir Isa
they seemed to think y were practically wild beasts of some sort,
missing links between the humsn and the brute. Fsther Hennepin shaved

self snd they liked him. He wags then sbout 40 years of age and the Flemings

—gy
were generally good looking men. But he wss not fsvored by the Indisn women,
In fact they did not even use him kindly.

@71 had been well content had they let me eat ss
their children did; but they hid the victusls from me and
would rise in the night to eat, when I knew nothing of it.
And slthough women have usually more compassion than men,
yet they kept the 1little fish they had for their children.
They considered me as their slave, whom their warriors
had taken in their ememies' country, and preferred tbe
lives of their children before any consideration naJ
for #me: as indeed it was but reasonsble they should.*®

0f course the father had told the men that he did not want = wife;
that he hed promised "the Gresat Msster of Life" never to marry, and that he
only desired to instruct them in reger hat Master and His commands,
They sccepted his stastement agreeably, but when he told them that white
/e

had but one wife es they received the informstion with desisi

intimated that such men must be idiots. They bade him have patience, for a

great buffslo hunt wes coming off soon snd he should be a member of the party,

when he would have sll the sport and 81l the buffslo mest he wented.

head chief, the Pine Shooter, was good to the prisoners and denounced the







other Indisns for théir neglect snd cruelty. PFather Hennepin gives the name

"OQuasicoude," in Nadouessioux, ¢ letes it Pierced
: y N

peds : but it is altogether probslbe that the Indian name was Wahze Coota

L

which means Pine Shooter; in Sioux Pierced Pine would be Wah-ze Pakdoks.,

During the less thsn three months when he was their

- 2 ]

Father Hennepin tried herd to learn the HNadouessioux lasngus¢

succeed very well. He set about compiling s dictionsry of it, but did

a3 ?

As soon ss I could csteh the words Tsketchisbihen, /)

in their lasnguage, Yhow do you cs8ll that?® I
little while able to” tonverse with them, but only
thir

on subsequent psge he pretends to give us a full and cor-

rect transletion of & rather long prayer made by a Sioux at St. Anthony

o

1

Falls to the deity of the place entreating vengance on the Fox tribe of

Indians, the desdly ememies

ced tah-ks hiabi, keabi; han, hesss Probably in .modern
pi hs meaning, What call 1it?Y

*Peke, pronoun
;1 onx A 8 n..u. reg
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FATHFR HENNEPIN VISITS THE FUTURE SITE OF NINNTAPOLIS.

In the Peginning of July the Radonessjrm:—:A out on their grand
\
cuffslo hunt, soing down the Mississippi to the grest prsiries of Southsrn

gnd Northern Illinois znd Iowa. Two months of fine grazing had

made the animsls f=t, and they were abundent. Headed by the Pine Shooter,

80 ¢ cabins, of more tba%

130 femilies end 250 warriors composed the party.

P

i
&

women went slong to care for the meat and of course hsd to tske their

with them. MNany of the villagers (perheps the women and children) walked from

b A
£

their villsges to the Flk and the Rum Rivers whep they embﬁ;ked in birch bark
canoes and paddled down the upper Mississippi, msking portages at the Grest
Falls by carrying their c®noes, etg, around the cataracts and putting them in
the water below.

Father Hennepin embsrked in & csnoe with some Indisns on Rum River,

s
3 3. 1 *
called by him the St. Franc)s.

©

 *Peot-Nete| , ‘
7%v1t has been d¢sputed th=t the stream called by Father Hennepin
the St. Francgs River was the one so namede on subseyuent maps. UMsny think
it was reslly the Rum River which he nsmed for the saint, and not the ,stream
which other travelars snd certain maps considered to be the Stﬂéfrane¢a and
which is now called ®lk River. The learned Dr. Flliott Coues”{ deceased)

who in 1895 republished Lieuts Z. M. Pikeés Journsl of his agcent of the
Mississippi, with invalusble notes and comments, wss positive thst Hennepin's
St. Francis was really Rum River, Seemingly as 8 sort of compromise an

upper branch of Elk River is now cslled St. Francis. Both4 the Rum River and
the Flk (or St. Francis) hsve their hesdwaters in the Mille Lacs 'and the Nad-
ouesioux would have but a small portage to mske between them snd their
villsges. ;
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sort of boat yard was established at the mouth of this river end quite a

number of new canoes made. The women made the fremes snd the men cut snd
brought in the bark to cover them. This delayed matters so long th t Fothe
Hennepin and Anthony Aucuelle hed permission to go in their tost in advence
of the hun@ing perty. When they embarked on Rum River the Picard and ”*c‘ai
would not let the priest g0 in the bost with them. "Michsel Ako told
brutally ("brutslement") thst he had carried me long enough." The Picsrd
the canoe allotted them wss s very rotten one snd would have burst hed

three been in it: but the ie we this was not s su ufficient excuse. He

reproached his comp:snions for their desertion; said that whatever favors they

had received from the Savages was due to his good work smong the latter;: that

them of sickness and ratt1o~\

acting as & surgeon he had often bled .th mAﬂnd other medicines to them; heving
snake biteg, by administering Orvietan™®

kept stock of these remedies with him, and for al is his sworn compsnions
now ungrateful.
However, on being allowed to 20 in advsnce .he hunting psrty,
snthony Auguelle, the Picard, sgreed that the Father might go in the trost with
him; but Michael Ako preferred to stay with the Indisns. Fsather Hennepin had
protested that he must hssten to the mouth of the

Orvietan, Nnow o]_n't:z was a drug deseritved as s counte
and given in thrnmﬂ Bases,
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his superior, the Chevalier La Salle,had promised to have men and supplies for
L
him there about that time. Doubtless this was a made-up story to deceive
Indiens into sllowing their prisoners an opportunity to escape; for this

first mention Father Hennepin mskes of such a promise on the part of La

LOOKS UPON AND NAMES THE GREAT CATARACT.

Father Hennepin and the Picard were allowed by the Indiens
the Picsrd's gun, fifteen charges of powder, a kmifﬁia beaver robe, and &
"wretched earthafn pot," the latter their only cooking utensil; what had be-
£ the iron pot with the three lion paws is not recorded. The two white
men paddled swiftly down the Miésissippi and soon landed above the great falls,
probably opposite the head of the present'Hicollet Island, or maybe a little
farther up the stream. They had to mske & portsge around the falls of more
than a mile. That is to saygthey had to drag their canoe from the water,
hoist it upon their shoulders, end carry it and their baggare around the cat-
from the calm water abtove to the navigable current below; It was well
thst the canoe was of birch bark and not very heavy, yet its transportation
was a dissgreeable and toilsome job at best.
In neither of his two books™s "A D@scription of Louisisna,"

"s New Discovery of a Vast Country," etcs=does Father Hennepin give & very

elaborate dfscription of the great falls which he discovered and named.
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In the prelude of the "Di¥scikiption™ he says:

> Continuing to ascen#i . the Colbert River ten or twelve ¥
lesgues more, the navigatiom is infterrupted by a fall,
which I'cslled St. Anthony of Padua's, in gratitude for
the favors domne me by the Almighty through the intercess-
ion' of that great saint, whom we had chosen patron snd pro-
tector of all our enterprise. This fsgll is forty or fifty
feet high, divided in the middle by & rocky island of Pyra-
midal form.'

sgw the falls, as contasined in what may be considered his journsl in the *
'K”Eesoription,” he mskes no elsborate mention of his particulsr discovery. One
would expect him to give us a rapturous description of all the circumstances,
his sensations, etc., covering several pages. But he mskes simply a brief
reference: "As we were making the portage of our canoe at St. Anthony of
Padua's Falls, we perceived five or six Indiens who had taken the start,” ete.
Then he goes on to describe the performance of one of the Indians. He says
the savage climbed an oak tree opposite the fsll sand on one of its branches
v

hung an elaborately dressed hesWer robe, which he suspended as an offering to

i
the spirit that dwelt under the fallsw= probably Ok -tay-hee,

E
of all the Sioux water spirits, the great Nadouw®ssioux Neptunemsnd begged
that the hunting party might be successful, etec. But as Father Hennepin

understood the IndAjin lsnguage quite imperfectly, his pretended liteoral trans-

lation of the aborigine's prayer cannot be relied upon. Later lichasl Accault
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took away for his own use the fine beaver robe which he h seen offered to
the water by

In referring to the Fallsjwhieh he was the first white msn to see,
Father Hemnepin invariably ealls them "S « Anthony of Padua's Fglls,"™ or "the
falls of St. Anthony of Padua." He seldom leaves off the affix "of faéuee"
He evidently wants it understood that nhis patron saint was the Portuguese St.
Anthony, who died st Psdus= in 1231 snd not the S5t. Anthony of Egypt, who diaad
as early as A, D. 356. It was the Pasduan Saint thet is said to have preached

to a school of figshes and they understood him.

THE GOOD FATHFR'S SNAKE STORY.

About three miles below the fslls, or probably Jjust asbove Minne-
hahg, the Picard discovered thast he had left his powder horn, with its precious
fifteen chsrges, where they had re-emb@sked and they landed and he rsn back to

it. And here Father Hennepin tells his remarksble snske story. He

gravely relates:

big as a man's leg and'seven or eight feet long. ("Ungerpent
gros comme 1lg jamble d'um homme, qui etoit long de sebpt ou
huit pieds.") She was working herself insensibly up a steep
cragey rock to get at the swsllows' nests {("nids 4 hirondelles")
to eat the young ones. At the botton of the cliff we saw the
festhers of those she had already devoured., We pelted her so
long with stones till at length she fell into the river. Har
tongue, which was in the form of g lence wss of an extrasordin-
ary length. Her hiss might be heard a Freat way snd the noise
of it seized us with horror. Poor Picard dreamed of her at
night and was in a grest agony all the while. BHe was gll in s

On the Picsrd's return I shewd him a huge serpagt, 88
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sweat with fight. I have likeswise myself been aften disturbed in my
with the imédge of her. !

%

Such a monster, "as thick as & man's leg,™" would be of

proportions of s python or ansconds, and not easily knocked down with

Nordo snakes, when they psrtake of swallows an nature%l, stop to pick

feathers, but bolt the delicate morsels whole snd without much p:

A snake of the character and dimensions described by Hennepin could tske =

i
young bird into "tis stomach=-= thie is to say, swellow a swallow==feath-rs =nd

2ll, as easily as a man can bolt an oyster.
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As Father Hennepin
they found several Indisns
Cloud, Red Wing,
= v ﬁ//"l = :
uated. ©Some of them were of the party sdeeset had come down the Rum River:
country from WMille
canoes they had left there some
ides was to be first among the buffaloes

£ O %X

which were known to be then camery noruh and g2t the choice of the herds. They
had succeeded and had plenty of fresh meat upon which they were feasting.
Of course the Indians divided their supplies with the two white

men and sll were happy, for s time at les Bat for the Indisns when on a hunt=

edition to go ahezd of a hunting party into the region where

aboundeéjwas a serious infraction of the game laws. As Hennepin snd !

-y

f the "sooner" Indisns were feasting on an islan%,suddenly there a-
peared 15 or 16 warriers from the psrty that had been left at the mouth of
Rum River. These men had their war clubs in their hands snd were very indignant
"e Sk i & B, ;
at the "sooners. They at once seized 211 the meat sand bears grease and re-
proached the offenders angrily for their violation of the Indian hunting rules

After leaving this island,which they did secretly, Hennepin and

the Picard suffered severely for the want of provisions. They were not with

?
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Indiens and Auguelle was a poor hunter. At last they killed & buffalo
and on her flesh and that of some turtles and fish they got on very well
g time.

Hennepin sand Auguelle rowed "msny leagues," says the father, but
could not find the mouth of the Wisconsin. About the middle of July the
Forked Meeting suddenly overtook them with ten warriors. The white men
thought he had come to kill them because they had deserted him up the river.
But he gave them some wild rice and buffalo meat, and asked if they had
found the white men they expected to meet at the mouth of the Wisconsin.
When they told him they had not been down to the expected meeting, the
said he and some of his good bostmen would haesten down in a light canoe and

if the white men had come.

Akeepa Gatan and his men returned in three days, saying there

T
/
if

iseconsin. The Picsrd was out hunt-

were no white men at the mouth of the

ing when the chief returned and Fsther Hennepin was alone in his shsack,
%“The chief came forward with his "head breﬁkeg‘ or war cluéﬂin his hand
("son c2sseftete s la main™) and the fsather thought he was to have his brains
besten out. He tells us that he seiéed two pocket pistols and a knife,
but says: ™I had no mind to kill the man thst had sdopted me, but only
meant to frighten him snd keep him from murdering me."
The chief contented himself with reprimending and scoldi
adopted son for deserting him, and for exposing himself to the attacks of the
ies of the Sioux, saying thst he ought at leasst to have remained on the

other side of the river. He then sai% in effect: "Come with me; I have 300
hunters and they are killing far more buffaloes than all the ot her hunters;
it wili be btetter for you." The father ssys: "Probably it would have been
better for me to hsve followed his advice." But he was resolved to go on to

S : L ) ’ : e .
the Wisconsin and meet La Sall#s men, snd then the Picsrd wes afraid to
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accompany the Forked Meeting, \"would rsther venture all than go up the river

with him." So Hennepin and Auguelle toiled on down to the mouth of the Wisconsin
but found no white men waiting for them, and were forced to turn sbout snd paddle

up the strong current of the Mississippi again. Says the fsther:
e\

#Picard and myself had like to have perished on g hundred different
oceasions (ﬁquenﬁ occagions differentes”) as we came down the river, and
now we found ourselves obliged to go up it again, which could not be done
without repeating W@mgsme dengers snd other difficulties.®V

For the" first few days of their return they had nothing to ea?}
but st the mouth of the Buffaslo River the Picsrd caught two big catfish, bull-
heads. Father Hennepin says: "We did not stand to study what sauce we should
neke for these monstrous fish, which weighed about 25 poundgj
in pieces and roiled them on the coasls. Boil them we could not, as our little

AN

bot@,but cut them

earthefn pot had beenbroken some time before.”" That night they were joined by

another large detachment of the Nadouessi hunting psrty and among the hunters
was the Looker on Red Water, father of the little girl whom Father Hennepin

had bsptized

, and who died later in the cdor of ssuctity. They now fared sum-

ptuously, for the Indisns had plenty of meat, and gave it to them freely.

The Indians continued down the river, and the two white men
acﬁompeﬁ@ﬁd them on the hunting expedition. Hennepin says the Indian women hid
g lot of meat at the mouth of the Buffalo River, but it is hard to understsnd
why it did not spoil. Howeveg it is difficult to understand many things which

the good father states as facts.

HFNN®EPIN MEETS DU LUTH.

On the 28th of July the whole party began to r@wascen@ithe
Mississippi. For Hennepin and Auguelle this was the third time they had paddled
up the great water course. The Indisns wanted them to go with them to the hesd
Leke Superior to make pesce and an alliance with their enemies in that quarter

At & point which Father Hennepin estimates (and doubtless over-estimstes) as

120 leagues from the Sioux country, thsy met, to their grest joy, the Sieur
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Daniel Grﬁyﬁsolon ¢u Luth, whojwitﬁ four or five men and two Indisn womng}hed
come down the Wisconsin, by way of Fox River snd its portage, in canoes from
Lske Superior. And grest was the joy of Dmihth and his compenions st the neet-
ing with Father Hennepin. Good Catholies thet they werﬁythey had not approached
of the sacraments for more then two yesrs.

HENNEPIN ESCORTS DU LUTH O MILLFE LACS.

Hearing Fsther Hennepin's account of his experiences, Du Luth was
anxiocus to visit the villeges of the Nsdouessioux, (or Isssti) up in the NMille

Lacs recion, and urged the fsther, because he understood Sioux, to accompany him

J

i 2
and his party to the villages »f those peaple._ ("De accqn ne deller
S p i le ces g‘\h,u)lF‘Q{iT\-\ pB ]élt Du Lads ilu Vln%.{dedgbﬁ@ \r1| r'if L

e
eux aux ’/a?adii"vegrc fore WLJ had he not learned S»mothlnL of the

langusge of the people? Why did he wsnt to go to the villages if he hsd
ready been there and formslly taken posses:cion of them for the Ling of Fronce?
He says he went to reprove the people For their‘ﬁncind treatment of the three
A PAALY
white men in making slaves of them. But he;says that 1,000 or 1,100 of the
Indisns, including the head chief, were with Father Hennepin when he met him,
Surely that number was enough to declare his displeasure to, especislly ss he
did not punish the Indians in any other way then to scold them.
There is abundsnt evidence thst Du LutE}in July, 1680, had never
en the villages of the "Issati," or Naudouessioux, nor the Fslls of St.
anthony of Paduz, but wanted very much to, end resdily embrsced the opportunity
to do so, in company with the 1,000 Indisns snd the two white men. The trip
once entered upon; appsrently it was masde the greater psrt of the way
by water-up the Mississippi to Rum River, end then up thst streasm to a point
oprosite the lMille Lacs villages, when the remainder of the journey wss by land
on foot.
The next peragraph in Hennepin's "New Discovery" after thst
eribing the meeting with Du Luth resds: "The Sieur du Luth was chsrmed at the
gight of the Fall of St. Anthony of Padu which wes the nsme we had given it,

and which will probably always remsin with it. I o
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#&ts0 showed him the cragey rock where the monstrous serpent was climbing
up to devour the young swslilows in their nests? ete.
The return psrty arrived at the villages of the Isssat

August I%Eb and all the white men remained there until the end of September.
Fether Hennepin waes fortun=te in Ffinding his silver chaslice and sll his books

paivréywhieh he had burie% safe and well p@rserved; the Indians hsd been

to meddle with them. The tobacco he had planted was choked with rrass,

o

2248 and the portulacca ("purslsin™) hed grown to prodigious

DU LUTH'S IMPROBABLE STATEVRNTS.

Du Luth says that he assembled the savages in council in their
chief village and denounced them very vigorougly for their treastment of Father
Hennepin and his compsnions. (One white man with but seven companions denoun-

Loeadl
Cing in the harshest terms thoussnds of savages in g }ae&%etJ hundreds of miles
from eny other white men!) Father Hennepin, however, gives a different sccount
of this council. He says it wss a "great feast to which the savages invited

us after their own fashion." He s ys that "there were above 120 men st it

neked." The head chief, the Pine Shooter, roundly denounced the Sieur du Luth

because he did not show proper respect to the Indian desd, and told %%% plagn—
oL,
ly that Father Hennepin was a better men snd "s greater captain than these.®

The only evidence thet Du Luth was st Mille Lsecs in 1690 is his
that effect in his report to the Marquis de Seignelay, wherein he

On the 2pd of July, 1679, I had the honor to plant
His lMajfsty's srms in the great villege of the Nadouecioux,
celled Izatys [ﬁeaning Igsatis or Isanti§] where never had g
Frenchman been --any more than one hsd been at the Songaskitons
EBhOnka“Sia'tOHS, or White Dog People,] and the Houetbatons,
.Wal-ps-tons, or River People])six score leagues from the
formﬂg [the Issstis) where I also plented His lMajesty's arms
in the same yesy, 1679. %

LA SALLE DENOUNCES DU LUTH.

gﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ If this statement were true, Du Iuth




Page (39) ) : e

h

¥

es a yesr before Hennepit. But the Chevelier La Salle, who at fhe time
?‘

in nﬂral cherge of Lu Luth, Hennepin, znd all of the other Frenéh forces,

snd int@gest in the country,'/ seys, in 8 letter to the Governor 't f C¢naug
s /rl;’
[
Aupugt 22, 1682, quoted inﬁmargry Papers, Vol. 2, P.
(Mo Know what the seid Du Luth is, it is only necessary Lo
inguire oiimr, Dalere. Ilioreover the country of the ladouesioux
is not a country whieh he hss discovered. It hss been long
known, and the Rev. Father Hennepin and Michael Accasult were there
belore him.)/

In other letters and in his officisl report (ﬂﬁélation,ﬂ%ﬁio;@lle”}
for from 1679 to 1681, made to Colbert, the French Minister of larine, La
Salle is severe upon Du Luth. He says thet in 1680 Du Luth had bteen for three
years, contrary to orders, on Laske Superior, with s band of twenty coureurs du
bois, saying thet he did not fear the Grsnd Prevost, etc.; that he and

gaged illegally in the fur trade; that he induced one of Ls Szl le
iers thst sp akz”at least the Chipnews langusse to desert his post at Fort
Frontensaec and join his band snd go with aﬁelagation of Chiprewas ("Sauteurs")
g0 the Nadomessioux to make pesce retween the two mations, but two or three
attempts to make s g treaty failed, He further says thst Dn Luth, letrned
from “the deserter that there were plenty of beaver skins to be had in the

,‘p

Nadodedsioux country, and that, guided by this soldier, (whose name wss Faf

te
and twoiIndisns he set out to get these furs. and on the expedition event=

ually came upon Father Hennepin and Auguelle, the

The Count de Frontenae had Du Luth arrested and held ss
in the csstle of Quebec for s considerable time, intending to send
on charge3 made by Duchesnesu, the Intendant. His men were merely bush e
rengers and forest outlews, hunting, trappine, snd trading withoat license
and defying 81l suthority. Many of them were deserters from the #rench
grmy. They were finslly granted full amiinesty by the French King and

T

Du Luth was released from prison. He became very prominent and

s

ebrated in French Colonisl affa

i ]
TLa SellPs official title wss,
anG of the Grest Lskes in I
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'New Discovery" were no

the weight of opinion among historisns is that Father Hemnnepin

book himself, obfaining his information of the country of the

from the reports of Father Marquette, the Chevalier Ls Salle,
dembre, and perhaps others.

FATHFER HENNEFPIN ALL RIGHT ON THE MAIN QUESTION.

But the gquestion of most importsnce in th@ history of Minnes

gnd to the people that are interested therein is, “as ather Hennepin and

athsof
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polis,

\ s
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Anthony Auguelle, the first two white men to look upon St. Anthony Falls

, and the present site of Hinnespolis? The answer from every suthority is,

The distinction given them is not and never hass been disputed.

7
VYag,
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And was Father Hennepin the first man to write of and publish to
the civilized world the fact of the existence of St. Anthony Fslls and the
future site of ﬁinneapolis? The undisputed answer is, He certasinly was.
Auguelle did not write snything about the discovery; doubtless he could not.

born in the city of A in the Province of Picardy, but he was a simple

lems,
@_ﬁ
~der

r, a Yoyags who hed come to the new country to better
condition, and doubtless he was dties ! le knew enough to be a Christian;
he attfended to his religious duties, ssing to Father Hennepin regulsrly

faithful to the adventurer priest. Good enough for Anthony Augnellsg

71<§ﬁther Hennepin's discovery of the Falls of St. Anthony ("of

,' We perheps should add) was the event that advertised the country of

asrked on every subsequent map, every bsequent explorer visi
them and wrote about them; their nsme was common before the word Minnesota
known. Father Hennepin was responsible for sgll this. His great schievemen
us forget his wesknesses snd feel like honoring his memory, and we sll ars

posed to ssy:

£

/

+ No farther seek his merits
(qﬁﬁ@ﬂ@mw?mﬁfrailtios from their d?gad abode
5 No apology is made for the space given in this volume to the
account of Father Hennepin and his important snd influentisl discovery. No
previous history of Minneapolis has snything like such an account, and the

in detail of the important discovery of St. Anthony Falls ought to be
as well known to every citizén of Minnespolis as the particulsrs of
covery of Americs shouiu be within: the knowledges of every citi
United 8tates

The suthorities consulted in the prepar

have bee%}in English Neill's History of Minnesotsa, Warren
/
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Minnesota in Three enturles, Thwa1 test Translatlon (o] Hennepin %y D2§
MW i e 4, e,uiZ /f”f/fﬁz
covery, Shea's Translation of the Samiiagdwtf Hennepln 8 ﬂ%yage ou Nouvelle
Decouvertf d' un Tres Grand Pays Situe datls 1°' Amerlque, etc.prlnted at Am-
sterdam in 1698 by Abraham van Someren, and the same printed at Amsterdam in
a )
1704 by Adrian Brgakman; also‘U;ls. 1and 2 of the Margry Papers. For in-
teresting and valuable notes on Fathcr Hennepin and his expedition see Warren
/VW
Uphan's articles in vol. 1 Minn., in Three Centuries.

GROSEILLIERS AND RADISSON.

During the period between 1654 and 1660, ante-dati¥?¢ Father
Hennepin by twenty years, two Frenchmen, named Mgdard Chouart, commonly known
as the Sieur des Groseillier%)and Pierre Esprit Radissoqj made two expeditions
g;f exploration and traffic into the Northwest from Canada. They may have
penetrated the country now comprised in E@stern Minnesota, but it cannot be
proven that they di%)nor definitely concludedﬁust where they did come. The.
"Relationgjor reports of the Jesuit fathers Qake it certain that they were in
the Northwestern fﬁgéuntry at different times, but those authorities do- not

pretend to state their routes.

Years afterward, while living in England, Radisson wrote in
English an account of the expeditions of himself and his brother-in-law,
Chouart or Groseilliers, but this account is confusing rather than en-
lightening. In writing Radisson seldom noted the date of any event by the
month and never by the number of the year. It seems impossible now, from
his deBCrlptlo%th identify any lake, river, or othig natural feature of the
Country he and his brother-in-iaw visited or trave!ed, or to tell what tribe s
of Indians they met. His language is generally no more definite than,
"We embarked on the delightfullest lake in the world; " or "we crossed a great

river;" or, " we came to another rdiver;" or " we came to a river; " or,

"We abode by a sweet sea (or lake);" Ve passéd over a mountain; " or "We met

]
a nation of Wil#nen, etc., etc. However he at.no time mentions that they came
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to a river clearly answering the description of the Mississippi, or that they
even heard of a waterfall resembling the Falls of St. Anthony of Padua.

Historians and commentators do not agree in their conclusions as
to the journeys of the two adventurous Frenchmen. Radisson says they spent about
fourteen months on "an island." The late Capt. Russell Blakely, claims in an
elaborate article in the State Historical collections, that this island was in
Lake Saganaga, on the northern boundary of Minnesota; Warren Upham thinks it
was Frairie Island, in the Mississippi, a few miles above Red Wing. There is
nothing, and never can be anything but theory and speculatiocn regarding the lo-

. calities and natural features mentioned by Radisson. At the same time those most

tolerant of and friendly toward Radisson's statements admit that many of them

e )
//are pure flctlont’J

i i 5

‘/7/ oy The historian or commeytator claiming that Groseilliers and
Radisson were ever at the Falls of St. Anthony or even at the Mississippi, has
not yet appeared. What Radisson would doubtless call "the beautifullest hotel

in the world" has been built in Minneapolis and named for him, but the honor

bestowed thereby is entirely gratuitous. So much for Groseilliers and Rad~

isson.

PERROT, LE SUEUR, AND THE VERENDRYES.

It is well to mention, though ever so briefly, tha&exmed1t1ons
into the Minnesota Gountry, in the region of the present site of Mlnneapolls
made by the French explorers that -came immediately after Father Hennepin and
Du Luth. Some of these. visited St. Anthony of Padua's Falls and wrote abéutA”
them, still further advertisinéthem. |

CAPT. NICHOLAS PERROT'S IMPORTANT OCCUPATION.

'Passing by the great lgar and falsifier, Baron L'Hontan, who
pretended to have explored a great river and a vast country in Southern Minnesota

2

in about 1690, but who never was in the country at all, we came to consider the

important expeditions of Capt. Nicholas Perrot and Pierre Charles Le Sueur.

Perrot was. a Frenchman, and Le Sueur a French Canadian. In 1665, when about
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21, Perrot came to Green Bay as an Indian trader, and for the next few years ac t-
ed as a general peace commissioner between all Indian tribes between Lake Michigan
and the Mississippi, bringing them all into friendly relations with the French.

Probably as early as in 1683 Perrot established a trading post,
whioh was named Fort St. Nicholas, on the Mississipp%)not very far above the
mouth of the Wisconsin., In early days trading posts were generally called "fortg"
although they were not fortifications or hardly had a military character. PerroE’
it seems, was soon doing an extensive business, buying the furs of the Indians of
what are now western Wisconsig) northeastern Iowa, and southeastern Minnesota.

In 16885 he built a temporary post on the east side of the river, near the present
site of Trempeleau. Subsequently, on the northeastern shore of Lake Pepin, six
miles from:its mouth)he built his most noted post which he called Fort St. Antoine.
He also had, at the outlet'of the lake, a small post which he named for himself

- and called Fort Perrot, and another in the vicinity ©f Dubuque; but the latter
were merely auxiliaries and feeders of Fort St. Anto;ne. Dr. E. D. Neill was

of opinion that Fort Perrot was built first, in 1683, and qtood on the present
site of the town of Wabaaha.

Perrot informed\himself about the country in which he was station=
ed. He wrote several manuscripts about iﬁjdescribing certain Indian tribes, their
wars, customs, etc., and giving much of the geography of the country; but he did
not mention the Falls of St. Anthony of Padua, although three years before he
came to the country they had been discovered and made known. Moreovq; his tra-
ders must have penetrated to them many times during the fifteen years Fort St.

Antoine existed. He knew of the St. Croix énd the St. Pierre (the latter now the

Minnesota) Rivers and gives their names at least as early as in 1689, showing that

these rivers had been named before that}ime; can it be possible that he did not

know of 8t. Anthony's Falls? If he did know them, why, in his numerous writing%,

did he not mention them?
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CAPT. PERROT TAKES POSSESSION OF THE COUNTRY FOR HIS EING

4

AND NAMES THE ST. CROIX AND THE ST. PETER RIVERS.

May 8, 1689, at Fort 8t. Antoine, Perrot, acting with full
authority, or as he says, "Commanding for the King at the/@ostiof the
Nadouesioux," took formal possession of a large extent of country in this regioq
for and inthe name of the King of France. This country extended far up the
Mississippi, and of course included the Falls of St. Anthony of Padugjalthough §§
they are not mentioned. It especially mentions the country of the Nadouesgioux,

Croiy” i, at (awmo
on the border of the River Saint Croix)("la Riviere St. E&aéae"%(fin the bank of
which are the Mantantans." The latter named tribe may possibly mean the Mandan
Sioux, 2lthough when first visited and reported upon the homes of these people
were on the upper Missouri. |

In 1699 King Louis XIV of France ordered the abandonment of the

French trading posts in the far west, recalling the traders and the few sold-

iers to ééwer Canada. In a convenient time thereafter Capt. Perrot obeyed the

order and thereafter lived in retirement at his home on the St. Lawrence River.
If is known that he was alive in 1718, but the da%; of his death is nct known.

PIERRE CHARLES LE SUEHR.

It is quite probable that Pierre Le Sueur was the second
prominent early explorer to visit the site of Minneapolis. He was a Canadian
Frenchman, born in 1857. Probably he came with Niéholas Perrot to the Minnesota
Q@untry in 1683 and was in his employ in this region for many years. He was at
Fort St. Antoine, on the eastern shore of Lake Pfpin, in 1589,-for on the 8th
of May of that year he, as a witness, signed Perrot's proclamation taking po=
session of the counfry in the name of the King of France. The other witnesses
were the Jesuit/friest, the Rev. Fr. Joseph Jean Marest; M. de Borie-Guilloet,
"commanding the French in the neighborhood of the "Ouiskonche [ﬁisconsié} on the

P
Missiseippi; " Augustin Legardeur, Esa%ire: the Sieur - De Caumont, and Messrs.
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Jean Hebert, Joseph Lemire, and F. Blein. All these, including Le Sueur,
could write their names. Le Sueur is described in the document simply as
Mr. Le Sueur and signs with-out either of his Christian names. He was not
then a prominent character.

In 1695 Le Sueur, by order of Gov. Frontenac, built a trading
post dn Prairie Islan@,in the Mississippi. Early in the summer of this year he
?ourneyed to Montreal, taking with him a Chippewa chief, Chengouabe, and "Tio-
écati," a Sicux. The idea was f;bpromotion of a permanent treaty of peace
between the two warring tribes in the presence of Gov. Frontenac. The Indians
remained several months in Montreal, but the Sioux chief Tioscate (probably
Te-yo Ska Tef meaning white door of a tepee, from te-yopa or te-yo, a door;
ska, white, and te a contraction of tepee) died the next winter. Le Sueur
then went to France and obtained a commission to work some mines which he had
previously discovered on the Blue Earth river, near its confluence with the

Minnesotanf

Aayg A
i /A

3 ( l/_:v’)j
What hqu&d really found was some blue or greenish earth on

the benks of the river, and he thought that this meant that large deposits of
copper were imbedded deeper beneath: the surface. What he saw was blue clay,
80 blue that the Indians used it for paint in bedaubing their faces and naked
bodies on certain occasions. The Sioux called the stream whereon they found
this blue clay, "Watpa?ﬁah-kah to," meaning River of Blue Earth, (Watpa, river;
mah-kah, earth; to or toe, blue.) Mankato is an English corruption of Mah-kah
to.

Le Sueur obtained his commission to work his supposed mines
largely through the influence of a French assayist named L'Huillier, who anal=
yvzed the dirt brought from the Blue Earth and said it contained copper.

Obstacles of one kind and another -deterred Le Sueur from returning to the

Minnesota country and working his mine until in the year 1700. About October

1% of that year he reached the mouth of the Blue Earth. He spent the ensuing
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winter on the Blue Earth, ; few miles above its mouth, where he buil®a post
or"fort" which, in honor of his French friend, the assayéét, he named Fort
L' Huiller.

Le Sueur, who was %%historian of his expedition, says that Oct=
ober 36, 1700, he "proceeded to the mines, with three canoes which he loaded
with blue and green earth." The next spring he is sdid to have left a semall
garrison at Fort L' Huillier and shipped a lot of his "ore" down the Mississ-
ippi to New Orleans and from thence by ship to Frénce. What%as done with the
stuff when it reached Paris is not certainly known. _The so-called copper
mine was never farther explored. It was a copper mine without any copper.

Le Sueur himself is believed to have died before 1713; one account says
he died at sea while on his way back to America, and it is also said he

ndied of sickness" in Louisiana, where his home was at the time.

&

- B P Le Sueur's journal of his mining expedition was published
=N/ VE—M— T e =

by Bépafd La Happe in Freneh and has been tfansla@ed into English by Shea

and otheré. Anothef hisfofian of the expedition was a Monsieur Penicaut,
a shipwright, that built Le Sueur's boats and kept them in repair. Dr.
Neill describes him as "a man of discernment but of little scholarship.”
He hae, however, written a ooncése but clear, consistent, and apparently
a fairly correct account of the expedition and of the geography of the
country. His statements agree very well with those of Le Suedér; any dis-—

crepancies are easily explained.

LE SUEUR AND HIS MEN VISITED ST. ANTHONY FALLS.
We are assured by Penicaut's account that Le Sueur and his
men visited the present site of Minneaspolis The ship-carpenter historian
writes:

N\

Three leagues higher up, after leaving this i
island, (Frairie Island) you meet on the right the ‘river
St. Croix, where there is a cross set at its mouth. Ten
leagues further you come to the Falls of St. Anthony, which
can be heard two leagues (six mileg) off. It is the entire
Mississippi falling suddenly from a height of 80 feet,making
a noise like that of thunder rolling in the air. Here one
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has to carry the canoes ang shallops* and raise them by hand to the upper
level in order to continue the route by the river. his we did not do,
but having for some time looked at this fall of the whole Mississippi we
returned two leagues below the Falls of St. Anthony t6 a river coming in

on the left, as, you ascend, the Mississippi,which is called the river St.
Peter. ("la Rivere St, Pierre!) We tock our’route by its mouth and ascend-
ed it forty leagues [a large over-estimate) where we found another river on
the left falling irto the St. Peter which we entered. We called this Green
River, {("La Riviers Vert“] because it is of that color by reason of a/ﬁ%een
earth, which, loosening itself from the Copper mines)becomes dissolyed in
it and makes it green. !l :

FOR WHOM WAS THE ST. PETER'S RIVER NAMED?

The river which ismw and has long been known as theAMinnesota
Was originally called by the Sioux Indians "Wat-pa-Minne Sotﬁfg," meaning
River of Bleary Water. (Wat-pa, river; Minne, Water; Sotah, bleary.)
The ghippewas called it by a name signifying{ the river where the cottonwocd
tree; grow.  The early Frenchgﬁ%plorers called it "la Riviere St. Pierre" or
the river St. Peter, and it was commonly called the St. Peteré, which name it
bore until in 1853, when Congress declared that thereafter it should be called
the Minnesota.

Singularly enough, Father Hennepin does not mentionthe Minn-

esota. Doubtless its mouth was concealed by an island and trees and he
passed up and down the eastern channel of the Mississippi and did not see it.
This was Carver's conjecture.

The Sioux called it the river of clouded or bleary water, be-
cause a hundred or more years ago #% washed some clay deposits abbve the
pfrsent site of the village of Mortoq,and the dissolved clay leudgﬁ or blear-
ed the water. The current long ago receded from the clay banks. ﬁhy did the
French call it the St. Pierre or the St. Peter's? The question, like many

another relative to early history, canrot with confidence be definitely ans-

weredh\\

ﬁxxx\\\qt haé been named the St. Peter before May 8, 1689, because

im his proclamation taking possession of the country Captain Nicholas Perrot
twice mentions it by that designation. A suggestion that it was named for
s the first Christian name (Pierre) of Le Susur has met with endorsement from

{ ﬁy*The shallops referred to were probably flat boats propelled by both oars and
o sails; afterwards they were called mackinaw boats.
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good authorities. But this theory cannot be wdll established. It is*ost
probable that Perrot fhristened the stream in 1689, or possibly in 1688, and
at thet time Le Sueur was in his employ, an abscure person, whom Perrot des-
ignates as simply a Mr. Le Sueur, in company with Mr. Le Mire, Mr. Hebert,
and Mr. Blein. WNot until six years later did Le Sueur become famous and

worthy of having a river named for him because he thought he had discovered
a coPper mine and had built a post on Lzke Pepin. In his journal Le Sueur

repeatedly mentions the river and always calls it the St. Peter, without a
hint that it was named for himself. He well knew whether or not it wos so
called, for he was at Fort Antocine when the name was given. Penicagt also
ment%ons the St. Peter frequently, but never intimates that it was named

A
for,superior, which he most probably would have done had this been the fact.

/A
No early chronicles even suggests that it was named for Le Sueur and it is
a distinction not given him by any biographer. The fact that his name was
Pierre simply, and not Saint Pierre, is also an objection to the claim :
Thal Cbe 4rearn #0g lethhed v’
made for him, but which he never made for himself)h_ﬂis name has been hon-
ored in Minnesota, however, by calling one of the best ccunties and a flour-
ishing town in the State for him.
It has also been suggested that the river was named for Capt.

Jacqués Le Gardeur St. Pierre, at one time commandér of Fort Beauharnois, on

Lake Pepin, but he did not come to the country for nearly fifty years after
L
., the 8t. Peter was christ#®ned and well known by its name.

It will probably never be certainly known for whom the St.
Ew"‘Peter was named. No theory yet brought forward has been conclusively dem-
onstrated. One guess is as good as anothér until the truth is shown. Sincé
it could not have been named for either of the individuals suggested, or for
20y other early pioneer and explorer, it may be that it was called for Saint

Peter himself, the "Prince of the Apostles."™ It may have first been visited

DYXPRATOAX R RX 080X 00X Xx00ex BHEX 0% £ x Prerterr 6x XY % XK X X FREF R R EAK RFEF g XKTIF
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by Perrot's men on June 39, or St. Peter's day,* of some{ifar between 1683
and 1689; if sqythe appropriate designation would at oncqﬂperoeived and in-
/sisted upon by Rev. Father Marest, the devout Jesuit chaplian of Perrot's
ﬂﬁ%@d: Or for some other reason it may have been called in honor of the great
apostle, to whom were delivered"thefxéys of the Kingdom oftﬁeaven," and this

seems to be the most probable solution of the questicn.

THE ST. CROIX NAMED FOR AN UNFORTUNATE FRENCHMAN.

The origim of the modern name of the St. Croix river has been
well enough determined. Father Hennepin says the Indians called it Tomb
river ("Watpaohknah hknah-kah-pe") "because the Issati (or, Nadoé%ssioux)
left there the body of one of their warricrs, killed by the bite of a rattle-
snake." The father says he covered the grave or tomb with a blankeﬁjand that
this act of respect gained him great admiration and impelled the savages to
give him the great banquet he describes which was given on the occasicn of
his and Du Luth's visit to the big village at Mille Lacs.

It is reasonably certain that the St. Croix bears the family
name of one of Perrot's Frenchmen, who was drowned at the mouth of the

stream by the upsetting of his boat, some time prior to 1689, when Perrot

issued his proclamation in which the river is named. In his Journal M. Le

., ,
Sueur says that on the 16 day of September, 1700, he "left on the east side

of the Missisesippi a river called 8t, Croix, because a Frenchman of that
name was wrecked at its mouth." M. Penicadt, heretofore mentioned, in his

description of the country in 1700, and ‘his account of Le Sueur's exp®Pdi-

s
dlales C de

i g ,'-,-: Q - fighae :
tion, rEfems i e quotation on a pred@eding pagé)that%ﬁgm at the river
St. Crcix "there is a cross set at its mouth." It is probable that this

cross was over the grave of the unfortunate voyageur, or at least marked the
Ryt ===
tf}f*Some chroniclers say that Saints Peter and Paul both suffered martyrdom at
¢ Rome on the same day; others allege that 8t. Paul suffered a year after
St. Peter. In the Roman Calendar St. Pater's Day is June 29 and St. Paul's
June 30.
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locality where he was drowned. Carver says in his Journal that the river "is

said to be named for a Frenchman that was drcwned here."

TWO ALLEGED VERY EARLY VOVAGES TO AND PAST §T, ANTHONY FALLS. <= THE _
ALLECATTONS. ALLesaitbnd /}f Vs i e priihbih

e
i

In an extraﬁﬁ from his "Memo@ﬁ%sﬂ (which 1s printed on pp.

kA
171-73 ofgvol. 6 of the Margry Papers, in French) M. Le %@ur tells of a

cance voyage made by himself on the upprer Mississippi sometime about thes
year 169O7or before 1700, He claime that he went more than a hundred leagues
above the Falls of St. Anthony. ("Jr=ai desja dit que jl~=avois monte plus

de 100 leaues au-dessus du gault St. Antoine") He further says that the Sioux
with whom he went up assuréa him when he had reached the end of his upward
trip there were yet more than tem days’journey to the sources of the Mississ-
ippi, of which sources the Indians said there were very many.

It is to be regretted that M. Le Sueur did not give fuller and
better detaile of his alleged voyage, and that what he wrote wé;kiﬂtended
solely to refute the statements of a certain Mathieuji Sagean, with whom he
seems to have had a dispute. He does not say why he went up the river or give
us any exact dates or enlightening details. His account is not conclusive or
convincing -- and may as well be disbelieved.

In "Minnesota in Three Centuries" (Vol. 1, pp. 353-4) Warren
Upham suggests that Le Sueur and a M. de Charleville made the voyage above
St. Anthony's Falls together. The authority for M. de Charleville's connec=
tion is a statement made by M. Le Page Du Pratz in hié@History of Louisiana,j)
originally published by him in French in 1757. In an English translation
printed by Becket, London, 1774, the historian (chap.l of Bock 2) is made
to say:

Y. de Charleville, a Canadian, and a relaticn of M. de
Bienville, Commandant General of-this golony, told me ‘that,
at the time of the settlement of the French, curiosity alone had
led him to go up this-river [the Mississippi] to dlie sources;
that for this end he fitted out a canoe, made of .the bark of a

birch tree,in order to be more portable in case of need. And

that having thus set out, with two Canadisgns and two Indlan%,
with gocds, ammunition, and provisions, he went up the river
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300 leagues to the north above the Illincois; that there he found the fall
cglled_St‘ Antony's. This fall is a flat rock which traverses the river and
gives it only between eight and&en feet fall. /te otscc i b B 80, RO12Clo /0D

f@¢fmmﬁ alcre van? &

;wﬁ&ﬂﬂazﬁﬁgaﬁii% be about all for the story of M. de Charleville.
It is void fogzunoertainty. The date of his setting out is given as "at the
time of the settlement of the French;" (meaning probably Perrot's settlement)
which might be any time between 1683 and 1695. That he would go to all the
trcuble and expiﬁﬁﬁygﬁﬂﬁéiﬁiiﬁ cut and taking part in an expedition up the
river 1,200 mile%kabove the Illinois, merely out of "curiosity alone," is at
least strange. That he should see and pass St . Anthony's Falle and pronounce
them "a flat rock" which was "only between eight and ten feet fall" ie a
palpable\gi;—statement. He cays he went 100 leagues (or 300 miles) above St.
Anthony's Falls and learned from the Indians that the sources of the Mississ-
ippi were still hundreds of miles to the north. He estimated the entire len-
gth of the Missiesippi at 4,800 miles or 1,600 leagues. Nowhere in Du Pratz's
account of Cgiréevilla is the-name of Le Suﬁii mentioned, and nowhere in the.
extract from ks "Memoﬁjes“'relating to b¢—Sueurts voyagedis the name of -
Charleville mentioned. Warren Upham says that both Le Sueur and Charleﬁilie
were relatives of the brothers Iberville and Bienville, whc were at different
periods Governors of the Louisiana Territory. In that case, it ie again sing
ular that if they were in company when they made the voyage to and above St.
Anthony's Falls, neither of them in his account men%ions the other.

Furthermore there is no corrobqifgiiiiextant of the state-

ments of Le Sueur and Charleville as to theipkexpe@itions 300 miles up the
Mississippi above St. Anthony Falls. No other contemporary writer, whether
historian or recorder, endorses their assertions or even refers to them.

et
i

~==1 EXPEDITION OF VERENDRYE AND EIS FOUR SOKS.

L SR

"

> A
In 1731, Pierre Gantier Varennes, more commonly knewn as the
Sieur de la Verendrye, made, in company with his four sons and a nephew, an
extended expedition west of the western extremity of Lake Supericr. The

expedition was commissiocned and equipped by the Canadian government and its
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main object was the discovery of an easy route across the country to the Pac-
ific Ocean. One of Verendrye's sons was a priest. The expedition built Fort
St. Pierre, at the mouth of Rainy Lake; Fort St. Charles, on the Lake of the

Woods, and other forts and trading posts on Lake Winnipeg and the Assineboine
and Saskatchewan, in Manitoba.

The expedition did not come near St. Anthony's Falls or the
present site of Minneapolis. It went westward and southwestward to "the great
shining 'mountaingf which may have been the Black Hills. On the return at
the crossing of the Missouri, where the city of Pilerre now stands, the command¥

G{er buried an inscribed leaden plate, which was resurrected by :=a schocl girl o
February, 1913.
FROM 1737 TO 1767,

In 1787 a French post, called Fort St. Beauharnois, was
built and a Catholic Mission?called the Mission of St. Michael the Archange{j
established on the Minnesota shore of Lake Pepin, near the present gite of
Frontenac. The first commander of the post was the Sieur Perriere, and the
commander in 1735 was Capt. Legardeur St. Pierre, before menticnegp The
mission was in charge of the J;suit Fathers Michel Cuignas and Nicholas de
Gonnor. It is not certain that the fathers built a separate missioq@,hcus%’
and therefore the first church building in Minnesota. The pgst had four large
buildings and it is probable that a room in one of these was used as a chapel.
At all events there i no special mention in the early records that a separate
mission house was erected, though some good authorities think there was.

In May, 1737, Capt. St. Pierre burned Fort Beauharnois and
departed down the Mississippi}on account of the hostile conduct and menaces
6f the wild Indians of rthe surrounding country. The Fort was rebuilt in 1760
and for the next two years was under the command of Pierre Paul Marin, (8ee

Neill's History of Minnesota)

Before further exploraticns and establishments were made

by the French in the country of the Northern Mississippi the old "French
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and Indian War" between the English Colonies in North America and the French

of Canada broke out. Meanwhile the few and scant records of that period make

no mention of the Falls of St. Anthony or the country about them. In 1763}

by the treaty of Versailles, all the territory now comprised within the
present limits of Wisconsin and of Minnesota east of the Mississippi was
ceded by France to Great 'Britain, and all French establishments in this

quarter were permanently abandoned, Fort Beauharnois being the last of these.
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JONATHAN CARVER, THE FIRST ENGLISH VISITOR.

The first English-speaking explorer and English subject to

vigit St. Anthony of Padua's Falls was Capt. Jonathan Carver, who first saw
them in November, 17686. Capt. Carveﬁwas born at Stillwater, or Canterbury,
in the then Province of Connecticut, in 1733, the year of the birth of George
Washington. He was captain of a company of Colonial troops in the French war
and was present at the massacre of the English troops at Fort William Henr@
in northeastern New York, in 1757, narrowly escaping with his life.

In 1763, as soon as peace had been concluded, Capt. Carver con-
ceived the idea that it would be greatly to his credit and advantage, and to
the interests of his sovereign and government, if he should explore at least
a portion of the territory in the Northwest which had been recently ceded by
Franqh to Great Britain. That territory was very little known to Englishmen,
and the gaptaigﬂ?@lieved that if he were the first&o explore 15 and then re-
port upon it,g;g §ing would suitably reward him,and his countrymen highly
honor him.

Capt. Carver's plan was meditated very early, but its execu-
tion was greatly delayed. Not until in June, 1768, did he set oﬁt from Boston
for the country about the Falls of St. Anthony, then fairly well known through
French explorers and adventurers, although no Englishman had yet visited it.

He proceeded to Mackina% or M@pkinawjthen the most distant British post.
5

Following the track of Marquétte and Joliet and of Du Luth and other early

voyagﬁﬁrs, he passed up Green Bay, ascended the Fes . River, made the portage

4

across to the Wiscons%%, and descending that stream entered the Miesissippi
eAoL e e

October 15. His/destination after leaving the Falls of St. Anthony wasg the

,6 D=~ C f/geﬁé// it 2 -

mythrizel "River of the West," or Oregon, which was supposed to enter the

Pacific Ocean at the fictiticus or mythical "Straits of Annian."
At Prairie du Chien (which he calls "La Prairie le Chien")

some traders that had accompanied him from Mackinac left him. He then

bought a canoe and some supplieg and, "with two servants, one a French

\
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Canadian and the cother a Mohawk of Canada," started up the Mississiprpi ~
October 19,

Capt. Carver did not return to Boston until in 1768, having
been abgsent on his expediticn two years and five months. The following year
he went to England, wrote from his notes a fairly good account of his journ-
eyings, including much narrative and descriptive matter, and published it in
book form. He died Jan. 31, 1780, at the age of 48, and after his death
several editions of his book were printed, with some new matter, by his friemd
Dr., John Coakley Lettsom. He made repeated efforts to obtain a suitable re-
ward for his public services from the British government, but failed in eve ry

Crfrerdld.
instance to obtain anything beyond "an indemnification for certain bxtremes."
His boock had a limited sale and he made little profit from its publication.

He became very poor. In 1779 he was clerk in a London lottery
uofflce at a few shillings per week:ﬁ/ﬁgfﬁged in extreme poverty. Dr. Lettsom
says: "After rendering at the expence of fortune and health and the risk of
life many important services to his couﬁtry, he perished from absolute want
in the first city of the world." His death waes caused by dysentery occasion-
ed by aétual want of food.

With his two men Capt. Carver paddled slowly up the Mississ-
ippi. About the 13th of November (17668) he came to the present site of St.
Paul and in what is now Dayton's Bluff visited themted cavern afterward
called Carver's Cave. He also noted that the crest of the bluff was even then

i
a prominent burial place or cemetery of the Napdowessie, or Sioux, Indians,

SEES AND DESCRIBES THE GREAT FALLS.

November 17 he visited the Falls of St. Anthony. 1In a very
early edition of his book, ("Travels through the Intericr Parts of North
America," London, 177%) he describes his visit, with a mention of prominent

features of the surrounding country. To quote:

N Ten (7} Miles below the Falls of St. Anthony the River
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St. Pierre, called by the natives the Waddapawmenesotor [Wat-pa-
Minne Sotah)] falls into the Mississippi from the west. t is nhot
mentioned By Father Hennepin, although a large fair river; this
cmissicn, I conclude must have proceeded from a small island

ike'sfj by which the sight of it is intercepted. I shouldmnot
have discovered the river mysgif -had I not taken a view when I
wae searching for it} from the high lands opposite, [probably
Pilot Knoé) which rise to a great height. Nearly over against
this river I was obliged to leave my canoe, on &ccount of the ice,
and travel by land to the Falls of St. Anthony, where I arrived
on the 17th of November. The Mississippi from the St. Pierre to
this place is rather more rapid than I had hithertc found it, and
without islands of any consideration. ¢/

No one that never visited this portiocn of the Mississippi
could have described it so accurately. Capt. Carver had no printed descrip-

tion to follow; he must have seen the country himself. From where he left
his canoe he was accompanied to the Falls by a young Winnebago Indian, whom
Carver calls "a prince," and who had come into the country on a vieit to the
Sioux. The Winnebago left his wife and children in the care of Capt. Carver's
Mohawk, while he, the captain, and the French Canadian journeyed to the Falls.

Carver says they could pear, the roaring of the great cataract
for several miles before reaching it. The—Geptain says he was "greatly

»
pleased and surprised when < approached this astonishing work of nature. %

The Winnebago was profoundly and peculiarly impressed. Carver says:

" The prince had no sooner gained the point that over-
looks this wonderful cascade than he began with an audible
voice to address the Great Spirit, one of whose places of
residence he imagined this to be. He told Him ‘that he had come
t@ a long way to pay his adoration to Him, and now would make
him the best offerings in his power. He accordingly first threw
fiis pipe into the stream, then the roll that contained his
tobacco, the bracelets he wore on his arms and wrists, an
ornament composed of beads and wire§ that was about his neck, =
in short he presented to his god every part of his dress that
was valuable, at last giving the ear-rings from his ears.

During this distribution he frequently smote his breast with
great violence, threw his arms about, and seemed much agitated.
All the while he continued his prayers and adorations, pe- ¥
titioning the Great Spirit for our protection on our travels.

Carver says that instead of ridiculing the pagan Indian and
‘his heathenish devotions, "as I observed my Roman Catholic servant did," he
locked on the former with great respect and believed that his offerings and
prayers "were as acceptable to the Universal Parent of Mankind as if they had

been made with greater pomp or in a consecrated place."™ The Connecticut cap-
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tain's mention of St. Anthony Falls is most interesting. In part he writes:

" The Falls of St. Anthony received their name fron
Father Louis Hennepin, a French Missicnary, who traveled in-
to these parts about the year 1680, and was the first European
ever seen by the natives.* This amazing body of waters, which
are above 350 yards over, form a most pleasing cataract; they
fall perpendicularly about 30 feet, and the rapids below,.in the
space of 300 yards more, render the descent considerably greater;
80 that whenﬁiewed at a distance they appear to be much higher
than they really are. The above-mentioned traveller has laid
them down at above 80 feet. But he has made a greater error in
calculating the height of the Falls of Niagara, which he asserts
to be 600 feet, whereas, from latter observations, accurately made,
it is well known that it does not exceed 140 feet.* But the good
father, I fear, too often had no other foundation for his accounts
than report, or at best a slight inspection. !

-

Of what we now call Nicollet Island Capt. Carver interest-

ingly says:

*'In the middle of the Falls stands a small island, about 40
feet broadand somewhat [}] longer, on which grow a few scragged
hemlock [7) and spruce trees; and about half way between this
island the eastern shore is a rock, lying at the very edge of
the Fall, in an oblique position, that appeared to be about five
or six feet broad and 30 or 40 feet long. These Falls vary
much from all the others I have seen, as you may approach close
to them without finding the least obstruction from any interven-—
ing#¥ill or precipice. / \

; e o 2
Of the island afterwards known as Cheev%%s Island the following
. 3 e 5

description is given:

At a 1ittle distance below the Falls stands a small island,
of about an acre and a half, on which grow a great number
of oak trees, every branch of which that was able to support
the weight was full of eagles' nests. The reason that this
kind of birds resort in such numbers to this spot is that
they are here secure from the attacks of either man or beast,
their retreat beingguarded by the rapids, which the Indians
never attempt to pass. Another rezson ¥s that they find a
constant supply of food for themselves and their young from
the animals and fish which are dashed to pieces by the Falls
and driven on the adjacent shores.

.'/.

%/ *Evidently Capt. Carver was acquainted with the history of the Falls, and did

\/ not believe that Du Luth visited the Naudowessie village at Mille Lac a year

/ prior to Henrepin..

[ Breof 30 5% :

[ X*The best authorities give the total déscent of Niagara Falls as 212 feet "from
the head of the rapids."
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APPEARANCE OF THE SURROUNDING COUNTRY.

Describing the country surrounding the Falls the explorer is
fairly enthusiastic in their praise, thus: ' 2

The country around them is extremely beautiful. ii is
not an uninterrupted plain where the eye finds no relief but
is composed of many gentle-ascents, which in the summer é?e
covered with the Tinest verdure and interspersed with little
groves that give a pleasing variety to the prospect. On the
whole, when the Falls are included, which may be seen at the
distance of four miles, a more pleasing and picturesque view
cannot, I believe, be found throughout the universe. I could
have wished that I had happened to enjoy this glorious sight
at a more seasonable time of the year, whilst the trees and
h#llocks were clad in nature's gayest livery, as this must

——have greatly added to the pleasure I received; however, even
then, it exceeded my warmest expectations. I have endeavored
to give the reader as jUst“an idea of this enchanting spot as
possible in the plan annexed, [alluding to an engraving of the
Fallé} but all description, whether of pencil or pen; must fall
infinitely short of the original. ‘ *

ASCENDS TO RUM RIVER.

Having observed the Falls until his curiosity was satisfied,

Capt. Carver, accompanied by his Canadian Frenchman and his Winnebago prince,

= i h
journeyed up the Miséissippi until ‘Newvember 31, w%gﬁ%geached the mouth of

the St. Francis. He estimates the distance from the Falle to this river at
60 miles, an over-estimate of some 30 miles. He says: "To this river Father
Hennepin gave the name of St. Francis, '* and this was the extent of his trav-
vels? as Well as mine, towards the northwest. The Mississippi has never been
{égﬁidréa'higﬁef up than the River St. Francis, and only by Fathér Hennepdn
and myself thus far."

Of course he crossed Rum Hives which he says is 14 miles above
the Falls, an under-estimate, and when he crossed it was 380 yards, or 60 feet.
The St. Francis was 30 yards wide. On November 30 he says he passeﬂfanotber
stream called Goose River, 12 yards wide." The cold weather, he telis us,
prevented his making many observations of the country in this quarter. He
noted, however, the mouth of the 8t. Francis. “Here," he says, "the Mississ-
ippi grows narrow, being not more than 90 yards over, and it appears to be

f?4Seé_5;;Eassion on a preceding page, (Hennepin's account) as to whether or

not the stream called by Father Hennepin the St. Francis was not really Rum
River.
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chiefly composed of small branches. The ice prevented me from noticing the
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depth of any of these rivers;" but he could have added that it facilitated

traveling on foot and especially his crossing streams. ©f the co"try he

w ooy

says:

The country in some places ig8 hilly, but without large
mountains, and the land is tolerably good. I observed here many
deer and carribboos, some elk, with abundance of beavers, otkers,

furs. A little above this, to the ncrtheast,are a num-
ft small lakes called the Thousand Lakes, (Mille Lacs) the
about which, though but little frequented, are the best
within many miles for huntingj; as the hunter never fails of re-
turning loaded beyond his expectations. ’

GOES UP THE MINNESOTA.

November 25 Capt. Carver returned to his canoe or boat which

he had left at the mouth of the St. Pierre. Her% he says)he bade good-bye to

the Winnebago prince, and set out to explore the Minnesota, taking with him
his Mohawk and Canadian Frenchman. He discovered and named Carver River and
passed the Blue Earth, which he calls the Verd, or Green Rivey and whicg;he

aﬁ?4,“}vm%d

22
sead—feorked at a 1little distance from the St. Pierre, the west fork being

o« » 1ol &/)Jg
called the Red Marble River, meaning|the Red Pipestone. He says this fork had

its source among dome mountains containing red marble.

Two hundred miles up fhe St. Peter, according to his estimate,
he says he came to a large village of the Naudowessies or Sioux of the Plains,
and here he asserts that he iemained living with the Indians from December 7,

1766, to April 37, 1767. This period he sayé)on one page of his book, was five

'month% and on another he states that it was seven months. The truth probably

is that he did not pass the winter in Minnesota at all.

=4
,._n'e (&

; r
As a geographical and topographical gaze of the Minnesota

Country, Capt. Carver's book of travels is very faulty and misleading. He
describes the country that he actually saw very well indeed; but he frankly
says that he was obliged solely to the Indians for his knowledge of much of

that which he didnot see but attempts to describe, and these latter descriptions

I

are almost worthless, being for thgmost part incorrect. Then, too, his estim~
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ates of distances, like the estimates of other early explorers, are not even
approximately accurate in most instances. The early explorers did‘ﬁot carry
cdometers or other instruments for measuring distances traveled, an¥ their
calculations of spaces traversed seem to have been based on the fatigue and
labor involved in encompassing them, and so were always exaggerations. For
example, Capt. Carver says he ascende%/ the Minnesota for 300 miles; his map
indicate® that he went up to a point a few miles below New Ulm, or, taking
into account the meanderings of the river, about 100 miles from Mendota. If
he had gone 809 miles he would have stopped not far bélow Big Stone Lake.
But Capt. Carverg worst fault was that of many another traveler.

He was a great romancer and prevaricator. He was probably not very much worse
than some other early explorers and chroniclers of Minnesota, and his false
statements did no great harm or particular injustice. He said he lived among
the 8ioux for several months and "perfectly acquired" their 1anguagg; Iﬁe
pretended Sioux words and terms he gives in his book show that he had bth?
smatterlng of the language. /4~ a?fﬁ”zéxlfkgzyﬁﬁ&%;£ZT%T%fiZf2;{?%,%;%ﬁf&fi£;:4aﬁz
M/M ,z//ﬂ ”/Nw,m{,% Yetrronal ybrenvetio ,/z:/wé Griact

wﬁ %@It is somewhat remarkable that in his book Carver gives so large

., a number of geographical names correctly, as Lake Pepin, the St. Croix, St.
gy : Ta. LU} /?,

f’_ Pierre, Rum, and 8t. Francis Rlverg as they were afterward eeldted. This proves

the truth that many of these names were bestowed a hundred years before and

were well established. St. Anthony's Falls was doubtless then ;he best known

Vo) , % 4 o @ ,M/J
/f,w /}‘fwfw&/ a L, Care—ers U7 £ /‘““’ g
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geographlcdl name in the Northwest. ’
B &muy%?. uAﬁd bt et Falie u alk,
RETURNS TO THE MISSISSIPPI

In the latter part of April, 1767, Capt. Carver, still with his
Mohawk and his Canadian, paddled down the Minnesota, according to his statement,
and returned to the "great cave" in the white sandstone bluffs at St. Paul.

Here he says a grand council was held of representatives of all the Sioux bands}
! w~aLd
2 wems their custom," although we know that thie was not their custom. He

further says that they brcught with them the bones of their deceased relatives

and friends who had died the preceding winter and deposited thém on the crest
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of the bluff ‘above the cave.)ﬁmt the council’, Carver séyé he’dellvered a gra“d

/

speech to the Indians on May 1. He prints this speech in his book, and pur-
ports to give a verbatim report ( as if he tock it down in short-hand) of the
reply of one of the chiefs. He also says that on this occasion the Indians
created him a chief, which is utter nonsense; the 8ioux never made a chief
out of a white man. After his death Carver's heirs exhibited a document

evidently written by their ancestor and which purported to be a deed to a

! Utee.
vast exten#t of country east of St. Anthony's Falls, and which wese the pre-

tended signatures of two alleged Sioux chiefs. Everything about this "deed"
was bogus, and those that attempted to gain anything by it failed utterly.
After attending the council in the Great Cave, Capt. Carver
says he returned to Prairie du Chien and thence went @b Lake Séperior. He
spent some time in exploring that region, finally returning to Boston by way
of the sguit Ste. Mgr?e, Deﬁroi%’and Niagara Falls. He reached Boston in
Octéber; 1768, “having,“ he says, "been absent from it on this expedition two
years and five months, and during that time travelled near 7,000 miles." Soon
after he went to England and published the first edition of his book in 1769
subsequently several editions were published and it‘was translated and printed

in Dutch and French.

CARVER, TOG, WAS A FALSIFIER.

As has been said, Capt. Car#ér, és a writer was a prevaricator,
and, like most other early explorers that narrated their own experiences and
achievements, often mis-stated and perverted the facts. He wrote to please
and interest his readers and imagined that to do so he must write of something
extraordinary or at least remarkable. If his own adventuifimfgﬁstggtufeally
remarkable, he must pretend they were. Imitating Simon ngu%”gi Scriptu:e,
he meant to "give out that himself was some great one."

From what we NoW know)it seems most probable that Capt. Carver's
experience in and about St. Anthogy Falls was not of high importance or very
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extraordinary. It must be admitted that he came to the locality; that he saw
and examined the great Falls; that he went up to the St. Francis; that he ex-

aminedthe shores of the Mississippi for two miles or so on either side of the

river; that he went up the Minnesota to the mouth of the Blue Eartt®-and pract-

-

ically, no farther; that he then returned to the Mississippi an% realizing

that a long, cold winter was approaching and that he did not care to spend it
among the squalid and illy-previded barbarians of the region, relying mainly
upon his own resources, he hastened back to the comfortable trading houses of
the post on Green Bay, where he passed the ensuing season very well.

He did not spend several months with the Sioux near St. Peter
or New Ulm, coming down to the mouth of the Minnesota in the spring of 1768.
If he had spent any considerable time with them he would have known them and
their country better and his descriptions would have been more accurate and
in accord with established facts.

He, in no sentence in his book, calls the Indians that he says
he came to know so intimately by their proper‘and real names. Always and in
every case where he refers to them he calls them Nadowessies, with various
spellings. Now, this term was an epithet bestowed upon the Indians about St.
Anthony and on the Minnesota River by the Chippewas and the other tribes east
of the Missiseippi. The term signifies in the Algonquim dialect "snakes" and
also "our enemies." ; |

If Capt. Carver had spent five months, or seven months, with
the Minnesota Indians, andeeen treated by them with the great kindness and
consideration he says he received from them, he certainly would have called
them by their proper name, or the name they called themselves--Dakota,-mean-
ing the allied or banded together, the union of the "seven great oounoilrfireaﬂ
They alwaye called thems@@ves Dakotas, resented any other name, and for a long
time considered the term Naudowessies (or Naudowessioux and its contraétion
"Sioux") as an insulting epithet. Nowhere in Capt. Carver's book is it even

intimated that the name of these Indians was Dakota, nor does the word Dakot&,
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nor does—the—word-Dakoda appear. Imagine a traveler spending seven pleasant

months in Mexico and then writin%a bock descriptive of his experience in which
he refers to the people of that country onl& as "Creasers.," Or a{ﬁuropean
writing of the United States and calling our people by the sole name of: "Yanks."
If Capt. Carver had spent five months with the Indians in the
present St. Peter or New Ulm region, he would have learned that there was no
"Red Marble River," a fork of the Blue Earthwénd which rose in "some mountains
containing red marble." Somebody told him of the Watonwan and that this insig-
nificant stream had its source out in the direction of the Coteaus and the Red
Pipestone Quarry, and his imagination made mountains of the Coteaus, and marble
of the pipestone. He admits that much of his imformation regarding the country

% was obtained from heresay. |
[ i DR

B s e

; His pretended council with the Indiams in the "great cave," at

o

St. Pau% when he says they gave him, merely as an expression of good will, a
vast expanse of country, was never held. His so-called deed was a palpable

awé very clumsy forgery. It purported to be Slgneu by two Sioux chiefs, in

thﬁmj a0 Adaredr at

their tribal vernacular; but there are no such in the ioux vocabular
oo mille EZ u,ﬁj;ﬁ!ﬁw/%g
his pretended translations are preposterous. Then it is pretended that with

their signatures the grantor chiefs affixed totem ﬂxxtxxxxxxﬁz.mavksﬁ_when
e Lolery mmandiq

it is well known that the Sioux did%ot have totem dlstlnotloﬁfx It is

only necessary to add that the greater part of the land which the deed pre-

tended to convey to Capt. Carver was not Sioux land at all, nearly all the

described tract lay east of the St. Croix and belonged to the Chippewas, the

Winnebagos, and the Mencminees.

Another evidence that Capt. Carver falsified his account of
his sojourn among the Sioux for several monthe is presented@y-the many errors
he makes in hies descriptions of their character, their manners and customes,
etc., He copies much of this matter from‘the great 1l@ir La Hontan , and well

r‘/l,;:_u’}/. —
nyh imagines all the rest. He foully and inexcusably slanders the Sicux
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women whom all other writers praise for their virtue, purity, and innate no-

bility of character. g

For a correct analysis and estimate of Carver! sﬂaccount the in-
1 DIs = o u.f?/)

yestigator is referred to Keating's article in his Journal ofdégfy s Expedition

¢f 1833,

CARVER NOT WHOLLY BAD.

But whatever Capt. Carver's demerits were as a descriptive writer
of his own travels, he ceytainly did a great deal for Minneaota and especially
for the Falls of St. Anthony. He caused them to be still better known to the
civilized world. He described the entire region as well-nigh all that was de-
sirable. If he had been the a%yertislng agent of a big real estate firm own-

o A cledin JA.;, ~4
ing all the country)%he could scarcely have written more dttractively. His
descriptione were glowingly interesting and glaringly false. There wa% he sai%
"an abundance of ﬂbpper“ on the St .Croix, western Wieconsin abounded in "heaven-
ly spots," %Pd na%pre had showered " a profusion of blessings" over the entire
ah wealinm LaL il env,

countrﬁxexcept in some places along the shore of Lake Superior.

LIEUT. PIKE'S VISIT IN 1805-18086.

Capt. Carver was born and reared in Connecticut and was in
America until 1769; bu?pbecause he was always a British subjecgjsome writers
claim that he was not the first American citizen proper to see 8%. Anthony's
Falls, but that to Lieut. Zebulon Montgomery Pike belongs that destinction.

The War of the Revolution vértually terminated in 1782 and
by the treaty of Parie in 1783, between Great Britain and the United States,
the former government ceded to the latter all of its former territory in
North America below the Canada line. This gave the United ?gates all the
territfloy east of the Mississippi, including the eastern ;;E&bf the Falls of
St. Anthony and the adjacent land. The country west of the Mississippi, to

an indefinite extent, belonged, after 1762, to Spain, from Lake Itasca to the

Gulf of Mexico; but in 1800, by a secret treaty, Spain retroceded it back %o
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France. This country included the site of what is now the western and prin01;
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pal part of Minneapolis.

In 1803, by what is commonly called the Louiéiana Purchase, the
United States acquired the Frénch country west of the Mississippi. Strangely
enough, as it seems to-day, there was great dissatisfaction among a large part
of the American people, especially thcse of New England, with the Louisiana
Purchase. President Jefferson, who had been the principal agent in its nego-
tiation, was strenuously denounced; the price paid for the country, $15,000,000,
wae declared to be "outrageously extravagant;" the country itself was declared
to be "a howling wilderness, the abode of wild and savage beasts and wilder
and more savage men, and it cannot be subdued in 200 years," etc., etc. It
has long been the condition that any two wards of the western division of
Minneapolis are worth far more than the price Thomas Jefferson caused to¢ be
paid for the éntire and vast Louisiana Purchase.

To silence the clamer against the new acquisition, because he
believed in its v&lue, and to inform himeelf and the country about it, President
Jefferson had the country examined. The southern part, now including the States
of Missouri, Arkansas, and Louié;na, were fairly well kﬁown, but surveyors and
explorers were sent in considerable numbers to lay it out for settlement and
to report upon it. Two important expediticns,’izzz;ﬁilitary in character,
were ordered to ascend respectively the Missouri and the Mississippi Rivers
to their sources, and see if the northern part of the country was really a @

‘Lhypg%borean region under Arctic conditions," as has been alleged, and to assist
President Jefferson in the comfirmation of his opinion that he had not bought

mro—‘z/%,

a piece of blue sky, but that the country he had purchased was wi€E the money
Ceptaind O ﬂ&c:% wideralley Lol etisi,

pald for it. >&Lew1s and Cldr5 \went up the Missouri in 1804 and Lieut. Pike,
ywwo ce-tlier M ci/u@y f’ 4?“-{554/(,.5

\ ascended the MlSQISSlppl in 1805-6, both expeditions setting out from St. Louis.

Vs

ieutenant Pike, a New Jerseyman, was but 29 years of age when

he first saw the Falls of St. Anthony. He set out from his encampment near

St. Louis, August 9, 1805, in a keel-boat, 70 feet long, with a crew of regular
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soldiers consisting‘of one sergeant, tOw corporals, and 17 privates; and with
rations and provisions for four monthe. He was equipped with mathematical in-
struments for calculating latitude and longitude, measuring elevations and dis

tances, etc., and with barometers and thermometers, drawing apparatus, etcz;

/
)Ee was accomplished in the use of all these. On the 2let of September he reached

Pig% Eye glougpﬂa?d what ismw Dayton's Bluff, St. Paul, whereﬁhen was a Sioux
village of g;?SﬁQE presided over by Chief Little Crow IIL, the third of the
C;rvidean dynasty of Sioux sub-chiefs. The same day he passed old Jeen Baptiste
Faribault's trading posﬁﬁon the west side of the river, below Mendota, and that
night encamped on the northeast point of what isrow Pike's Island, opposite

the mouth of the St. Peter's or Minnesota.

THE TREATY OF PIKE'S ISLAND.

On the 33d he held a council under an arbor on Pike's Island
with the following Sioux chiefs: Little Crow III of the Kaposia or "light"
band; the Son of Penechon, of the band at Black Dog's Lake; Shakopee, ofkthe
band iiXBXﬁﬁiKﬁﬁgﬁﬁiiiKiX living near where the town of Shakopee is noﬁ; &b
Stande Suddenly, whose real Indian name:was Wokanko Enshzhe, though Pike gives
it asWayago Enagee also called the "Son of Penishon," and who was a chief of

Jat= Lorfa

the Wah-pay-Koctas, or Leaf Shooters, down on the Cannon River, and Tep—ternka

Lo 3 I X VA g
a2l

/1

M@fiael}Qﬁalking Buffalo) of the Red Wing band. There also took part in the

A tréaty, or conference, three Indian head=soldiers, the Big Soldier, the Rising

Moose, and the Supernatural Deer's Head ( Waukon Tahpay.) The deed made at the
conference was signed by but two chiefs, Little Crow III%EPd the son of Peni-
shon or Stands Suddenly—SWayago Enageefﬁ Pike also mentions the Supernatural
Deer's Head éﬁfthe French ﬁésignaticn of"Le Becasse," meaning a woodcock.

Under the deed signed by the two chief% the S8ioux nation granted
of their country to the United States, "for the establishment of military posts,”

nine miles square at the mouth of the St. Croix; "and also from below the con-

)
fluence of the Mississippi and the St. Peters up the Missiesippi to include

the Falls of St. Anthony, extending ninermiles on each side of the river."
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The amount to be paid the Indisns was left (@t) the U. 8. 8Senzte, which fixe®
the sum at $12,000, which was subsequently paid mostly in goods.

Al though only two chiefs touched the gooséauill and made their
marks%fto this deed, none of the tribe ®ver attempted to repudiate it for any -
reason whatever. There are some interesting festures of this so-called ftreaty
and deed which may be passed over here.

PIKE SURVEYS AND PASSES ST. ANTHONY FALLS.

On the 3%d of September, from his camp on his island, Lieut.
Pike sent up three of his men-to make a preliminary observation of B%. Anthony's
Falls, but "their reports were eo contradictory," he says, "that no opinion
can be formed from them.” But onthe 35th he broke camp and renewed his voyage

to see them for himself. That night he encamped opposite the mouth of Minne =

haha*Creek, but did not notice or comment upon the stream or the beautiful

little waterfall only a few hundred yards away. As for his itinerary the en-

suing four days, the following extracts from his Journal comprise a sufficient

J

account:

Sept. 26 ~-- Embarked at the usual hour, and after much labor
in passing through the rapids, arrived at the foot of the "Falls
about 3 or 4 c'clock; unloaded my boat and had the principal part
of her cargocarried over the portage. With the other boat (his
bargq] full loaded, however, they were not able to get over the
last shoot, Q?hutf and encamped about 600 yards below. I pitck
ed my tent and encamped above the shoot&§hutqj} The rapids men-
tioned in this day's march might properly be called a continua-
tion of the Falls of St. Antheny, for they are equally entitled
to this appellation with the falls of the Delaware and Sus-
quehanna., Distance nine(?]miles. Xilled one deer.*

! Sept. 387-- Brought over the residue of my lading this
morning. Two men arrived from Mr. Frazer, on St. Peters, for
my dispatches. Sent a large packet to the general [Gen James
Wilkinscn) and a letter to Mrs. Pike, with a short note to Mr.
Frazer. This business of closing and sezling (letters and dis-
patches) appeared like a last adieu to the civilized world.***
Carried our boats out of the river as far as the bottom of the
hill. ySept. 38--Brought my barge over and put her in the river
above the falls. While we were engsged with her, three-quarters
% of a mile from camp, seven Indizns, painted black, appeared on
~—_, the heights.,
- *A great deal of the space in Pike's Journal is taken up with notices
‘/‘of his hunting and fishing exploits. ~ Whenever he shot a deer or a raccoon
/ or a duck or caught a c:tfisg he made a note of it.

{
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' We had left our guns at camp and were entirely defenseless.
It occurred to me that they were the small party of Sioux
who were obstinate and would go to war when the other part -
of the bands came in. These they proved to be. They were
better armed than any I had ever seen, having gunsg, bows, ‘L
arrows, clubs, spears, and some of them even a case of pis-
tols.

* I was at that time giving my men a dram, and giving the
cup of liquor to the first Indian he drank it off; but I
was more cautious with the zremainder (!] I sent my inter-
preter [Joseph Renvillé] to camp with them to await my
coming, wishing to purchase one oftheir war-clubs, which
was made of elk-horn and decorated with inlaid work.
This and a set of bows and arrows I wished to get as a
curioeity. DButjthe liquor I had given the Indian beginning
to operate, he came back for me; refusing to go till I
brought my boat he returned, and (I suppose being offended)
borrowed a canoe and crossed the river.

In the afternoon we got the other boat [}he Keel-boat,

70 feet long,) near the top ofthe hill, when the props
gave way and she slid all the way down to the.bottom, but
fortunatfiey without injuring any person. It,raining very
hard, we left her. Killed one goose and a raccoons

. Sunday, Sept. 89--I1 killed a remarkably large raccoon .
Got our large boat over the portage and put her in the river
at the upper landing. This night the men gave sufficient
proof of their fathgue by all throwing themsleves down to
sleep, preferring rest to supper. This day I had but 15
men eut of 32; the others were sick, '

Even at this day, when it can do no good, one cannot but

sympathize with Pike's poor soldiers that preformed so much hard work during &i

his entire expedition and especially, with the 15 that performed the heavy

and greatly fatiguing labor of carrying the heavy boats,the baggage, and the

i or
provisions up the high and steep panks of the river and around fne falls

a distance of at least a mile. The big/K%elboat was 70 feet long and must
have weighed noCless than 30 pounds to the foot, or 2,100 pounds, & weight

of 140 pounds to each of the 15 soldiers. The Lieutenant's barge was of
course smaller, but heavy enough in all conscience. No wonder that Pike gave
his men frequent "drams" to encourage and stimulate them; no wonder that the
big boat slid back down the high bluff, which Dr. Coues and others think was

on the east side; no wonder that 7 men out of 23 were sick and unable to

work; nof wonder that on the evening of that memorable Sunday the 15 that

had worked fell exhausted and prostrated, cheerfully foregoing their suppers

for a few minutes more of sleep. Continuing his journal, Lieut. Pike writes:
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Sept. 30#--Loaded my boat, moved over, and
encamped on the Island. [Wicollet?] The large boat loading
likewise we went over and put on board. (sic) In the meantime
I took a survey of the Falls, the Portage, etc. If it be pos-
sible to pass the falls at high water, of which I am doubtful,
it must be on the east side, about 30 yards from shore, as there
are three layers of rocks, one below the other. The pitchsoff
dgﬁeither is not more than five feet, but of this I can say more‘,
on my return. Gkﬂmrtv“ptmpfiemefAfter his return Pike added to the
foregoing as to the practicability of passing the Falls at either end;
"It is never possible, a3 ascertained on my return. )
October l1--Embarked late. The river at first appeared
mild and sufficiently deep; but after about four miles the shoals
commenced and we had very hard water the remainder of the day.
This day the sun shone after I had left the Falls, but whilst,
there it was always cloudy. Killed one goose and two ducks.

‘~~~~i'“"§ THE COUNTRY THEN FROM ST. PAUL TO RUM RIVER. .

A

Describing the country along the Mississippi from what is now
St. Paul to the mouth of Rum River the Lieutenant writes well, although exag-
gerating distances between g@eggraphical points:

' About 20 [!') miles below the entrance of the St. Pete;s, on
the E. shore, at a place called the CGrande Marais {(Big Marsh, now
Pig's Eye Lake) is situated Petit Corbeau's [Little Crow'gb village
cf 11 log houses. )

From the 8t. Peters to the Falls of St. Anthony the river
is contracted between high hills, and is one continual rapid or fall,
the bottom being covered with rocks whikh in low water are some feet
above the surface, leaving narrow channels between them. The rapidity
of the current is likewise much augmented by the numerous small, rocky
islands which @bstruct the navigation. The shores have many large
and beautiful springs issuing forth which form small cascades as they
tumble over the cliffs into the Mississippi. The timber is generally
maple.

)
He also says that the river between the St. Peters and the Falls

is "noted for the great quantity of wild fowl." Of the Falls themseélves, hav-
ing surveyed them, he is able to give us actual dimensions and correct des-

criptions:
‘/ As 1 ascended the Mississippi the Falls of St. Anthony did
not strike me with that majestic appearance which I had been
taught to expect from the descriptions of former travelers.
On an actual survey I find the portage to be 360 poles (4,390
feet); but when the river isnot very low boats ascending may
be put in 31 poles below, at a large cedar tree, and this would
reduce it to 339 poles. The hill over which the portage is
made is 69 feet in ascent, with an elevation atthe point of
debarkation of 45 degrees. The fall of the water between the
place of debarkation and reloading is 58 feet; the perpend-
icular fall of the shoct {chute) is 16z feet. The width of

the river above the shoot (ehute] is 637 yards; below 309.
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{?ofwﬂvhwﬁ“ In high water the appearance is much more sublime, as the
: great quantity of water then forms a spray, which in clear
weather reflects from some positions the colors of the rainbow, and
when the sky is overcast covers the Falls in gloom and chaotic maj-—
esty.”

5
Just what is meant by "Chaotic Majesty" is not certain, but

the matter is not important. The gallant explorer continued his vd?age under
the adversities of low water and cold weather. On the 3d of October he left
the mouth of the Rum River with the mercury at zero and ice forming. That
day , however, he killed three geese, a#}accon, and a badger, and was happy,
and the next day it rained and he killedtwo geese, a grouse, and a wolf.
Proceeding with some difficulty up the Mississipp§,the gak¥ent
explorer and his party were overtaken by early snow and cold October 16, and
forced to go into winter quarters at Pike Rapids, in what isrow Morrison Count%
the site of théir stockaded encampment or fort has been identified. Though
they had made fine gamexbags every day, Killing dozens of geese, ducks, prairie
hens, pheasants, etc., there was more hardship than sport among the pariy.
Of the distresses among the men the last day, Pike tells us:
' After four hours' work we became so benumbed with cold
that our limbs were perfectly useless. We put to shore, built a
large fire, and then discovered that our boats were nearly half
full of water. My sergeant [Eenry] Kennerm=n, one of the stoutest
men I ever knew, broke a blood-vessel and vomited nearly two quarts
of blood. One of my corporals, [Samuel]} Bradley, also evacuated
nearly a pint of blood. These unhappy circumgtances, in addition
to the inability of four other men, whom we were obliged tc leave
on shore, convinced me that if I had no regard for my own consti-
tution, I should have scme for those poor fellows who were killing
themselves to obey my orders.*** We immediately unloaded our boats

and secured their cargoes.?”

EXPLORES THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI ON FOOT.

Setting out December 1% Pike advanced up the Mississippi with
Corporal Bradley and a few men, who dragged a sled in which were provisions
and on which rested one end of a small canoe or pirogue. His object was
not only to examine the country but to reprimand the English traders at Sandy:,
Leech, and Cass Lakes. These men were flying the British flag over their

posts and occasionally giving out British medals to the Indians. Pike vieit-

Dl ni /
LAMNAGLY

ed them, made them haul down their fiag% and substitute the Stare and Stripes
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and alsc made them promise to thereafter ocmfbrt themselves as law-abiding
residents of the United States.

The brave and gallant officer returned to his fort at Pike
Rapids on March 6, 1808. On the Bth of April he set out on his return x%yag;»«;
and on the 10th arfived at 8t. Anthony's Falls, and that day transported the
boats and baggage around the Falls and put them into the/Wéter below. The
job of making the portage on this occassion was far less arduous than on the
up trip.

ST. ANTHONY FALLS IN THE SPRING OF 18086.

Of the appearance of the Falls on the 10th of Apri& Lieut.
Pike says: :

The appearance of the Falls was much more tremendous than
when we ascended; the increase of water occasioned the spray to
rise much higher, and the mist appeared like clouds. How differ-
ent my sensations now from whatthey were when at this place be-
fore.*** Qurs was the first{?)] canoe that had ever crossed
this portage.*** Now we have accomplished every wish, peace reigns
throughout the vast extent, we have returned this far on our
voyage without the loss of a single man, and hope soon to be blessed
with the society of our relatives and friends. The river this
morning was covered with ice which continued floating all day;
the shores were still barricaded with it.’

THE GRAND COUNCIL WITH THE SIOUX.

April 11 it "snowed very hard." Lieut. Pike encamped on the
island which still bears his name. The same evening he held a council (per-
haps on the mainland) with 600 Sioux. These were oftwo western bands and
one eastern. The western were the Sissetons (Pike calls them "Sussité@s")
and Wahpay-tons (Pike calls them XEMEEXXXXEXXXX "Cens des Feuilles," or
People of the Leaves) and the Medawakantons, or People of the Spirit Lake,
(Pike calls them "Gens du Lac") were the eastern band. The council had been
arranged a month or so before, while Pike was still on the upper river.
Yanktons, (or "Yanktongs," a8 Pike calls them) whose homes were out in what

is now South Dakota, were expected to be present, but Pike says, "they had

not yet come down." ;

{Thgrcounoil was held in an improvised room which had been
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prepared by Wayago Enagee, the Son of Penishon, and the Chief of
kootas or Leaf Shooters. Ite proceedings related toc an arrangement for a Ir
treaty of permanent peace between the Sioux and the Chipﬁewas, and amounted
to notliing because the Indians could not understand Pike's interpreters, w

who were then two Chippewa half breeds named Rousseau and Roy. The Chippewas

had sent by Pike some pipes to the Sicux with a request to smoke them if they

wanted peace. The sioux smoked them.

Lieut. Pike invited.ghief Stands Suddenl% alias Wayago Enage%}
alias Son of Penishon,and the son of a Sifseton Chief, named Red Eagle, to &
supper with him. Red Eagle's son had visited Pike on the upper River the pre-
vious winter. Pike translates the chief's name into French as "Killeur Rouge,"
the term Killeur being a corruption of "Killiou," the French-Canadian patois

for 'eaple.

LIEUT, PIKE_ AND OLD LITTLE CROW.

April 12 the return voyage was resumed, and soen the present

s
site of St. Paul was reached. Pierre Roug@au had been up the river frequent-

ly, but Pike says: "He could not tell me where the cave spoken of by Carver
: 3]

could be found; we carefully searched for it but in wvain. Of Little Crow's

village at Dayton's Bluff and of Little Crow himsgelf, Lieut. Pike says:

" We were about t0 pass a few lodges, but on receiving a
very particular invitation to come ashore, we landedand were
received in a lodge kindly; they presented us sugar, etc. I
gave the proprietor a dram and was about to depart, when he de-
mandeda kettle of liquor; con being refused and after I had left
the shore he tcld me that he did not like the arrangements and
that he would go to war this summer. I directed the interpreter
to tell him that if I returned to the St. Peters with troops I
would settle that affair with him!

Old Little Crow and the most of his people were not in the vil-
lageéat the time of Pike's visit, being out on a hunting expedition on the
lower St. Croix. Pike tells us:

Cn our arrival at the 8t. Croix I found Petit Corbeau (Little
Croﬁ% with his people and Messrs. Frazer and Wood. [The latter were
two white men, formerly with the old Budscn's Bay Companyu] We had
a conference, when Petit Corbeau made many apélogies for the miscon-
duct of his people. He represented to us the different manners in
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which his young warricre had been inducing[%] him to. go to wii; that

he had been much blamed for dismissing his war party last fall, but

that he was determined to adhere to our instructions at that time;

that h& thought it most prudent to remain here and restrainwyghe ' warr-

. > 5 s .

iors (from fighting the Cheppewas.] He then presented oae with a

beaver robe and a pipe and gave mé a message to the general {@ilkinson&]

that he was determined to preserve peace in his band and "make the rpa
-ﬂiﬁﬁvclear."' He also wanted it remembered that he had been promised an

yﬁmmu“Amfijiifﬁgggal. S

[ On this 13th of April Pike says he observed the trees beginning
to bud for the first time. GCoing on toc Red Wing's village, he found Lake Pepin
closed and had to wait until the 15th for the ice to go out. He reached S8t.
Louis on the last of April.

LIEUT PIKE'S SOUTHWEST EXPEDITION.

A%ew weeks after reaching St. Louig}Lieut. Pike was again dis-

patched by Gen. Wilkinson upon an important expedition. His orders were to
take an escort of a party of socldiers, ascend the Missouri and<ﬁsage rivers,
penetrate to the head waters of the Arkansas and the Red Rivers and, en route,
to treat with the Indian tribes and explore the country west and socuthwest of
8t. Louis. 1In this second expediticn,,gédk 3, 1806, he measured the height

of the mountain in central Colorado which has ever since been called Pike's
Peik. Proceeding southward he (perhaps intentionally) stumbled across the —
th€n line between Spanish America and the United States and he and his men
Wwere made prisoners by the Spanish military authorities. Pike was taken be=

Moy-e o oL ]

fore the Spanish gevermmentrSanta Fe, and finally after much delay, was es-
cortedout of Spanish territory and allowed to return to the United States.

In 1813, during the Second War with Great Britaianike was made a brigadier
general and given a command. At the attack on York (now Toronte) in Canada,
April 87, 1813, he, with many others of the troops of the American and British

armies, was mortally wounded by the explosion of a British magazine. His

body was buried at Fort Tompkins, a little distance from Sadﬁett's HarboigN. Y.

IMPORTANCE OF LEIUT. PIKE'S MINNESOTA EXPEDITION.

(fofers Bie expedition to near the headwaters of the Miseissippi was

\V

of the greatest importance to the Minnesota country. He reported upon it fully

="
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and made it much better and far more favorably known than it ever had been
before. Several printed editions of his journal were issued, containing an
engraving and descripticn of St. Anthony's Falls, etc., and these were

largely circulated. -

W
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DURING THE WAR OF 1812.

Soon after Lieut. Pike went down the Mississippi, in 1806, the
British traders in the Minnesota Lountry began a persistent violation of the
promises they had given him. They took down their American fle4s, scld whisky
freely to the Indians, and poached and trespassed on the American territory

as far south as thife lower Des Moines and as far eastward as the Chippewa River

»w»#n 0f Wisconsin., __ .

o 7

e

o During the War of 1812 (or "last war with Great Britain")

every trading post in Minnesota was a recruiting station for the British army.
British officers enlisted Sioux from the villages on and near the Minnesota
and took them to their main armies in Michigan and merthern Ohio. The war-
riors of the bands of Little Crow and Wabasha, led by their respective chiefs,
furnished the most men for the Ohio expedition] bugythe other bands sent rep-
resentatives.

At the siege of Fort Meigs, in Northern Ohio, in May, 1813,
the Northwest Indians took a prominent part. -The Winnebagoes captured some
American soldiers, killed them, roasted and served them up for dinner, and
sent word to the Sioux to come and partake of the feast. Little Crow and

Wabasha went over and found the cannibals at their horrible repast, with

gorgeously uniformed British officers locking on and 1aughin§£¢ Th@fgjuux
AL

chiefs roundly denounced the officers for permitting such a losthscme and

hfathenish thing. They said they came out to fight Americans, not to eat

them, and were going home if such a thing were permittedi\QLittle Crow had

—

a nephew nameQ'Big Hunter who had been persuaded to sit at the loathsome table.
His uncle toock him by the nape of the neck, jerked him from his seat, gtruck

him with the flat of his tomahaw%,and drove him away. XNot long&;iter, the
j.i/-- : ,(; ) / '/'(zi,- by
Sioux left the army and returned to Minnesota.(ﬁlz,Erwﬂvz‘”fj*' ﬁf
'%/*Col. Robert Dickson, a prominent early trader in Minnesota, and who had re-
“/ cruited the Sioux and conducted them to Qhio, interfered and broke up the

*I feast.
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= Minn.$ P?} 281-3; Mc Afee's"Late War in the Western
Country,“ and other publications on the siege of Fort MelﬁadU[lng the War
of lBLB /

INDIANS FIGHT FOR THE BRITISH.

. About 260 Canadians and several hun&red Sioux, Chippewas,
Winneba%oes, and Menomineegﬁs captured the American post at Mackinaw in July
1812, an%,among their leaders were Joseph Rolette, Sr., and Michael Cadotte,
both afterward well known in Minnesota.

In July, 1814, a force of British and Indians captured Fort
Shelby, an American/ﬁbst at Prairie du Ch@JQ. Among the captorg were Capt.
Joseph Rolette, Sr., Lieut. Joseph Renville, Sr., Louis Provencalle, and
even ¢ld Jean Baptiste Faribault, all of whoem became promlnent in Minnesota
affairs. In 1812 they were loyal to uhelr countrz} which tneﬂ was Canada}
and,when they became American citizens,they were truly loyal tec the United

States. Among the Indianﬁ,who helped the British capture Fort Shelby,were

some Sissetons. For their services on this eccasion the British promised to

give them two boat-loads of goods and a cannom, which debt the Indians after—

ward tried to collect, to the great annoyance of Her Majisty's offioials.gsﬁﬂjf
’did Chief Sleepy Eye was returning from W1nnlpeb,vwhere he had been to try to
get the long past-due cannon and gOOLu?when he died, =389 Latef in 1814,
Littlagzzgjmany of his warriors went é@wn to Prairie du Chien to help defend
the place from a threatened attack by the Americans, but the latte%bunder Za-
chary Taylor, came no farther than RocK Island. |

The on}y Sioux that were truly faithful to their promises to
Lieut. Pike aﬁ&”ﬁé?éf“to the United States duriing the War of 1812 were Tah-

mah-hah (accent on the first syllable) Pike's "Rising Moose," a Medawakanton,

and Hay-pee-dan, (meaning the second child if a son) a Wahpaykoota. Tah-mah-

2

ﬁ_f

pah had but O%ébiﬂg;ﬁ,-/’lah/7¢ké Y, /AZ%¢¢MRQBVQ ¢é4/u/f¢;ZJ

In 1811 the British established an Indian Arading post en
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Pike's Islanfﬁﬁnd maintained it for scme years. It was a big
post, sold whisky freely, anddid a large business. For some time it was in
charge of Capt. Thos. G. Anderscn, who had an Indian wife. He educated his
two mixed-blood daughtergyand scme of their descendants became prominent in
Minnesota affairs. At that time there was nopther trading post near St.
Anthony's Falls. (See Neill's Hist. of Minn. and alsoc of St. Paul; Capt.
Anderscn's "Personal Recollecticns," in Wisconsin Hist. Socy., Collections,
vols. 3, and %}Minn. Hist. Socy. Coll., etc.)

For some years after the War of 18127 which entirely closed

5
in the early part of the year 1814, the British traders swarmed in the Minn-

esota quntry. Robert Dicksonj;—"the red-head," as he was called--establish-

ed Joseph Renville on the Minnesota, up about Lac qui Parlé?ﬁand John B.
Faribault was back down about Mendota. Other traders were near Mendota, for
all the old Indian villages in the Minnesta River section had been ré&eopled
after having been partially abandoned during the War. Up in the Clhippewa
/ﬂbuntry, at Leech Lake, Csss Lake, Red Lake, and other northern lakes, were
numerous posts flying the British flag;, American traders were practically
crecwded out.

The Americans had complained that the Englishmen had seized
@ll of the best trading sites in the nerthern country, and Congress had
enacted that no man should receive a trader's license unless he first be-
came an American citizen. The British merchants in the Minresota gountry
simply derided the law, thinking that the United States woul%not go to the
truuble and expense of trying to enforce it. In this they were mistaken.
The Secretary of War in 1819 was John C. Calhoun of South Carclinqﬁ the fiery
old ﬁﬁﬁifier and radical States' rights man. He was determined, hcwever, that
the laws of the United States should be obeyed and respected, at least over

territory they owned and which had not been formed into States.
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ESTABLTSHMENT OF FORT SNELLING.

The location and establishment of the military post&now and
long sincemcalled Fort Snelling constituted an important and influﬁ§+ial
event in the history of Minneapolis. It brcught OlV]llzatlgf near to the
grest Falle of St. "Anthony and hastened the time of their iméorvement, which
meant a city at their site.

It was the bad conduct of the English traders in Minnesota
which caused the establishmeﬁt of Fort Snelling in the early autumn of 1819,

But for their disreputable course, the fort would probably not have been built

until twenty years.later

By what ie known as the Treaty of London, between the United

States and Great Britain, in 1794, the English obtained the right of trade
and *ntercgqﬁm with the Indiams of the northwestern portion of the United
Statesy the western boundary of the Republic was then the Mississippi River.
This valuable privilege gave the British traders practically a monopcly of
the trade with the various savage tribes in northern Michigan, Wisconsip and
northern Minnescta east of the Mississippi, all American territcrys and with-
out saying "by your leave," they occupied the Géuntry owned by France, which
lay»about the headwaters of the Misesissippi and the Missouri. In return for
their license to occupy American scil, the traders were bounéjmorally at least,
to obey the authority of the Uniteéd States and commit no offense against their

soyereignty and 1nterests, but they failed in these duties most disgracefully

and to the ﬁ&acti@&~,@pgury of cur cocuntry and its people.

A0\ In north&rn—-or rather,nOYth central--Minnesota Lieut. Pike
madeﬂfhese dealers pull down their British flags, but as soon as he had left
the country they pulled them up again. Then, as has been stated, during the
War of 1813 they were in open and armed hostility to the United States and

the Americans. Afterthe close of the war their conduct continued bad and

(]

menacing. Among other things British emissaries arranged frequent "talks"

between themslleves and the Indians of the country, and these talks were held®
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at the trading posts. These affaires were always accompanied by a profuse
distribution of presents and British flags and medals among the savages,
ang many other means were resorted to in order to win their regard for His
éﬁtannic Majesty and his subjects and to promote a dislike for Americans.

In 1816 Congress authorized the President to prohibit all
foreigners from trading with the Indiens within the limits of the United
States; if they wanted licenses to trade, they must take out naturalization
papers and become American citizens. The British traders sought to evade and
avoid this law by having licenses issued to their American employes, the trad-
ers really owning and conducting the business and sharing the profits; but
many a trader snapped his fingers at the United States and continued to flaunt
the Union Jack before the feces of the Americ:ns and the American authcrity.

The United States adopted stringent meassures to remove this
evil. In the early part of 1812 Secretzry Calhoun arranged to establish mil-
itary posts at Council BluffSand the month of the Yellow stone, ZRXXREXXIZRXK

EXxirExR@xxxBExzxt® on the Missouri River, and at the mouth of the St. Peter‘i
(or Minnesota) on the Mississippi, and at the Sault Ste. Marie. "The occu-
pation of the ccntemplated posts," he wrote to the House Committee of Mil-
itary Affairs, December 29, 1819, "will put into our hands the power to cor-
rect the evils." Of the St. Peter's post he wrote:

/ WA The post at the mouth of the St. Peter's pmExxx is at the

( head of navigation of the Mississippi, and, in addition to its commanding

|

position in relation to the Indians, it possesses great advantages, either to
protect our trade or to prevent that of foreigners." He further said,thaﬁj
when the boundary line between the United States and Canada was definitely

drawn and the military posts establ ished and garrisoned, "We will have the

power to exclude foreigners from trade and intercourse with the Indians re-

\\siding within our limits.¥”

It is plain that the principal object of the establishment of
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: e . e
what is now Fort Snelling was to bring the British traders to subjection,
or drive them fromthe country. Dr. NeillNy (Hist. of Minn., chap.16) and
others following him say that the founding of Lord Sflkirk's colonjjin the
lower Red Rlver region,was the chief reason for the building of the fort.
g ot o2
But Lord Bllllk‘s colony 1SIDt hinted at in Secretary Calhoun's letters or
in any of the records in the case.

TROOPS ORDERED FROM DETROIT TO BUILD THE FORT.

In February, 1819, Secretary Calhoun orderedﬁhe Fifth B. 8,
Infantry to concentrate at Detrcit with & view to go, by way of the Lakes and
Fox River, to Prairie du Chien. After leaving a garrison for Fort Crawford,
at the latter place, and another for Fort Armstrong, at Rock Island, the
commender anc¢ the remainder of his men were tqgo on and build the new post at
the mouth of the St. Peterd From Fort Dearborn, at Chicago, the baggage was
to be hauled in wagons drown by hérses and oxen to Prairie du Chien. The
commander of the Fifth was Lieut. Col. Henry Leavenworth .

Having re-&nforced the garrisons at Prairdie du Chien and Rock
Island, Lieut. Col. Leavenworth set out with the balance of his comman?}via
the Mississipp% foéjét. Peter's. E;S troops numbered "98 rank and file." i

They were in fourteen batteaux or kﬁlboats, and were acconmpanied by 20 vcyage@g

or boatmen; thus the entire force numbered 118. Besides the batteaux, which

served%s trcop-ships, there were two large boats loaded with provisiong,zard—

nance, etc., the barges of Col. Leavenwortg and the boat ofMgj. Forsyth, or in

all 18 boats, which were propelled by oars, pole@ and sails. Bl

The expedition left Prairie du Chien August 8, (1819) and
arrived at the mouth of the St. Peter's on Tuesday morning, August 24, having

made the trip of 334 miles, by the river, in s xteen days an avergge progress

/J— \ g ig JJLLVV‘VJ"/;/&L

of 30 miles a day, Ehnj;ia&ﬂ I the live utcck only some cows were brought

i 1ﬁfg,

by land from Prairie du Chlen,\but next gspring all the cattle were driven
from the Prairie du Chien to St. Peteré; all the driving was done by Johm

Baptiste Faribault and other nﬁﬁbers of 48 family. With Qol. Leavensworth —
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from Prairie du Chien came Maj. Thomas Forsyth, from 8t. Louis, with the
$3,000 worth of goods to be given the Siocux in payment for the.lands deed-
ed by them to the United States at Pike's counoi%yw&ﬁ&:ﬁﬁzm in 18086.

Ew route, at the mouth of the Ouisconsin River, the wife of
Lieut. Nathan Clark, of the Fifth Regiment, gave birth cte a daughter, who
was christfned Charlotte Ouisconsin Clarki;;ﬁo became the wife of Gen Horati
P. Van Clev%/ and a well known and highly esteemed lady citizen of Minneapolis.
She always spelled the first syllable of her middle name according to the
French method.

At Pig% Eye glcugh, now a part of St. Paul, the boats were de-
tained by head winds for t#ﬁ days. The officers visited old chief Liltle
Crow's Sioux villsge, then, as on Pike's visit, under the eastern wall of
Dayton's Bluff. The Kapozia band (as Little Crow's was called) thel& numbe r-
ed about 70 warriors and in all about 200 people. They lived in very comfort-
able cabins, which had palisaded walls of tamarack poles and roofs of brush
covered with bark. The chief had a large cabin, 30 feet long, divided into
, two rocms.

./THE EXPEDITION ARRIVES AT ITS DESTINATION

As scon as the soldiers arrived at the mouth of the St. Peter's,
they left their boats and waet into a temporary camp on the right bank of the
stream, near its mouth. Col. Leavenworth selected the site, which comprised
the flat land between Mendota and the St. Peter's. Perhaps the Sibley and
Faribault houses now stand on the eastern end of the old site.

The Sioux called the place “Mﬁdo—ta," meaning a junction of
one water with another, which has been corrupted to Mendota. The Indian word

is really a contraction of "minne-dota;" minne means water but dota means throat

and hence the»ph;ase may mean the throat of the water, oerhere water passes

into a EEjdddddddst larger receptacle.
Wnen they arrived at the St. Peteré more than half of Col.

Leavenworth's 98 soldiers were sick from drinking the warm and unhealthy




rivea, water during their voyage. The remainder, less than 40 men, "were
immediately set to work in making roads up the bank of the river:, cutting down
trees, etc,,n says Maj. Forayt%ﬁin his journal, The first tree was felled

by Daniel w. Hubbard, one of the soldiers. 1In a comparatively short time a
8ufficient number of log cabins had been built to accommodate those present
and the work of clearing off the camp ground was continued in anticipation

. ¥ '
0f the maminent arrival of re~Bnforcements known to be en route, and which,

to the number of 818 men, rank and file, arrived September 3.

FIRST WHITE LADY VISITOR TO ST, ANTHONY FALLS

Saturday , August 28, a party, composed of Col. Leavenworth and
Other officers and also the wife of Capt. Gooding, with an escort of soldiers,
visited St. Anthony's Falls. Mrs. Gooding was the first white woman to see
them. The excursion Was made in Maj. Forsyth's boat, and in his journal

the Major writes:

74

3 A ()

***The sight to ne was beautiful. The white sheet of water
falling Peérpendicularly about twenty feet, as I should 8uppose,«ever the
different precipices; in other parts rolls of water, at different distances,
falling 1like so¢ many eilver cords, while about the island large bodies of
water were rushing through great blocks of rocks, tumbling every way, as if
determined to make var against anything that dared to approach them., After
viewing the Falls from the prairie f g ime, we approached nearer, and
by the time ; o alls the noise of the falling water appeared
to me to be as - I sat down on the bank and feasted my eyes, for a consid-
eérable time, in viewing the falling waters and the rushing of large torrents
through and among the broken and large blécks of rocks thrown in every di-
rection by some great convulsion of nature. Several of the company crossed
over to the island[ﬁicolleﬁ] above the Falls, the water being shallow.
Having returned from the island, they told me that they had attempted to cross
er side of the island, butf/that the water was too
ity of water descends on the other (the
( dep ff%ﬁﬁ/mm’ M,/z—‘ @0‘7" Qo ll. , ;f;f u- \

-

e graphic description of St
Anthony's Falls may be said to describe Minneapolig in 1819, since they were
the most important feature of the city's site at the time. Not a white man,
Or even an Indian, 1ived there then; the locality was entirely virgin and
unimproved.
Col Leavenworth called his firat'establishment Oor cantonment

O n the south 8ide of the Minnesota "New Hope, " There wag a propriety in the
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name, for it was the foundation oFa new hope for the country and the opening

of a new era for its improvement and gener:zl welfare.

A SFASON OF PRIVATION AND DEATH. ‘ [

The winter of 1819-230 was very trying on the men of Canton-
ment ERXXREXXXNARXEXXZRX@EXxkEExMxxxzxxxx 'New Hope. . The cold weatheﬁwas of
a severity unknown to them. Then in December scurwy broke out and became ep-
demic. Before it had passed 40 men had died. At one'period thffee were so
many sick that for several days garrison duty was suspended. The disease Was
supposed to be caused by a long and continuous diet of stale rations--pork,
beans, hard bread, cruoked#orn, ("emall hominy") with a little rice and mo%as—

4

sig infrequently. No tea, coffee, vegetables, or vinegar then formed a palBit
o@{soldier's rations. Surgeon Purcell finally checked the disease by admin-
istering a tea made from the spruce branches of the country, which proved
veéritable "leaves of healing," and by doses of winegar brought up from Prairie

d%watmmwéfiafészﬁﬁééﬁ@-

ee
i - fal "+ @ 1 o 7 A L (%4 ‘.ll
du Chien by runners sent afttﬁ_1t on spow-sghoes, 4t Croens,

Inawelioq j%4}vub ﬂ%ﬁ@éadé,éﬁ4¢4LLau£;@%? . BT | &ﬁahﬁzzéi‘4@»ﬁ4&5;ﬂ4“f¢?27;%“”ﬁ¢
THE FIRST FORT BUILDINGS.

In the spring of 1830 Col. Leavenworth began the erection of
the permanent post on the high pl#ateau on the north side 6f the Minnesocta,
cn the eastern end of its present site, The first buildings erected on the
new site were mainly of logs. In may the command was removed to the crest
of the Mississippiirbluff, a little to thahorthward of the permanent site
gelected for the poa?,and convenient to a large ‘spring Whi?h furnished a
bountiful and excellent supply of pure water. From this éircumstance the Col-
onel called his new encampment Camp Coldwater. The men were quartered in tents
during the spring and summer, but passed the late fall and winter months in
their former log cabins at New Hope. September 20 of this year (1820) the
corner-stae of the commandant's quarters-wcomggg congidered the corner-stone

of the Fort--was laid. In August €o0l. Leavenworth, who had been promoted to

colonel of the Sixth Infantry and ordered to the Southwest, turned over the

command of 4y, et
' Post
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te Col. Josiah Snelling, of the Fifth Infantry, who had been ordered to
1
complete it. Col. Leavenworth went down to the Kansas/ﬁbuntry and built

v

the fort which still beszrs his name.

Fortunately we have on record an account of the building
of Fort Snelling from one who assisted in the work&MMr. Philander Prescotd,

who came to Cantﬁnment New Hope in 1819 as a sutler's clerk, He lived in Minne

sota ever after or until his death in August, 1862, when he was murdered ZZL&
@nal
ﬁ the' great Qutbreak of the Sicux Indians He was an intelligent aid educated

man and a few years before his death wrote a brief autobiography, which is
printed in volume 6 of the Minnesota Historical Society's CollectionBg.
T, (Puseszts B8O\ PHESGOTR Y6

According EB)gocount, which is entirely reliable, not much =

accomplished toward the building of the fort in the summer of 1830. A few
w
iers were employed in cutting trees and heswing the logs and hauling them

the Qltv oelpotnd Thi szge it may be moted, was é%g yards west of the

,/‘/Lw z,/,' vy Qan A eae {ie A 2 A ) /_/T’y:_/&’ o

flnallx&constructed. Although the buildings thﬁfﬁ[bOSt were to b° mainty éfz
logs, a considerable quantity of boards and other sawed lumber was needed.
The first lot of this msterial used was cut with whip-saws, worked by two men
to each saw, and the sawing was not easy. By this method of preparing boards
ﬁhe work was tcilﬂﬁ@ﬁ and the amount of lumber produced in a day by one saw
was insignificant.

¥¥ was determined to build a sawmill in the yicinityw—and this

practically led to the founding of Minneapolis.,

THE MEMORABLE OLD MILL.

The first building erecteéd on the present site of Minneapolis
presaged the future chief character of the city. For the firsﬁ building was
a mill for the manufacture of lumber and breadstuff, and the manufacture of
lumber and breadstuffs has been the industry which has made Minneapolis
famous.

Col. Snellirg detgrmined to raise corn and wheat on the prairfle

\
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aboyt the Fort, and _he wanted miil fTor rlrdln 3 also needed a great deal
]?g—m Uew ﬁw //L,{ﬂ/ o ;/.,w_/&.'/m %ﬁl}’ﬂfmwylgf i g 2 Lo My\ el € #

of lﬁﬁaaakvplanxs, boards, and sawed timbers. To Whlp—SdW these into suitable
shape and preler quantities would require too much time, and the lumber woukd
be imperfect. He concluded to build first a sawmill in the v?Einity of the
fort. At thatﬁime steam was not in general use as a ﬁotive power, and mill
machinery was commonly driven by water power.

The Colonel sought a site for a mill as near to the fort as it
could be found. An examination of what were then commonly called t;e "little

falls," or Brown's Falls, (now called Minnehaha,) was made and it was hoped to
_@MJC‘WMJ 2,
find §x81tu aﬁthe little catarao?jor somewhere near by on the stream which

formed it. But very little water was running over the falls when the examin-
ation was made, and it was learned that although the creek had an abundant "

it could not be depended upon to furnish a sufficient volume of water at all
seasons to turn the big water-wheel of a mill. At last a site at the great

St. Anthony Falls, only a few miles away, was selected. In his autobiography,
before mentioned, Philander Prescott thus describes milling operations at Fort
Snelling in 18230-31-23:

An officer and some men had been sent up Rum River to
examine the pine and see if it could be got to the river by
hand--that}iis, without hauling the loge with animals from where
they were cut to the river bank. The party returned and made
a favorable report, and in the winter of 1830-231 a party was
sent to cut pine logs and to raft themdown in the spring.

They brought down about 3,000 logs by hamd. Some tenpr fif teen men
would haul on a sled one log from where it was cut a quarter

or half a mile and lay it on the bank of Rum River. In the

spring, when the stream broke up, the logs were rolled into

the river and floated down to the Mississippi, where they were
formed into small rafts and floated down to the Falls.

The sawmill was commenced in the fall and winter of
1830-31, and finished in 18232, and a large quantity of lumbe:
was made for the whol@ fort and for all the furniture and out-
buildings. All thelogg were brought to the mill from the river
landing by teams. Lléit. William E . Cruger* lived at the mill and
had charge of the mill1%party.

The area of the mill was 50 by 70 feetbpd~t-44dLbThe work

of building it and the adjcining building in Which/Lieut. Cruger lived was

= o , :
W *In vol. 6 Minn, Hist. Socy. C&ll, this officer is called Lieut. Crocozer; in

0l.3, Minn. in Three Cents. he is called Lieut, Kruger.

is from the Army Regicter. The spelling here
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conducted by Lieut. John B. F. Russell, acting quartermester of the post at

the time. He was a Massachusetts man, a graduate of the Military Academy at

Wes%ﬂﬂgﬂt, became a captain in the Fift&,lnfantry in 1830, resigned from the

servicelin 1837, and died in 1861,

Acoordi?g to Rufus J. Baldwin, in the’Atwate%History,
p. 83) the mill stoc%con the west bank of the river, a few rods below the brink
of the Falls. Water was carried to the big, breast-wheel by a wooden flume."
The mill was equipped with an upright, quick-acting saw known to lumbermen as

a "muley."

COMPLETION OF A CGRIST MILL.

In 18233 a gristmill for grinding wheat and%orn was completed
near the sawmill. Its machinery was driven by an overshct’wheel turned by
water from an-other flume connecting directly with the cataract. Col. Snell-
ing was experimenting in grain-growing. West and/ﬂgrth of the Fort, in the
spring and summer of 18233, he had large fields of corn and wheat, and he exs
pected to be able to furnish fresh breadstuff to his troops .

In the summer of 1823; when Maj. Long's expedition was at the

fort,the agricultural operations and conditions of the garrison were noted.

J
Prof. Keating, the historian of the expedition, (in Chap. 6 of Vol. 1) thus
describes them:
- i ; £ .
2 "The quarters of the garrison are w@ll built and comfortable;
those of the commanding officers are even elégant, *** There
were at the time we visited it about 210 acres of land under cul-
tivation, of which 100 were in wheat, 60 in Indian corn, 15 in
oats, 14 in potatoes, and 30 in garden vegetables, which supply
the tablee of the officers and men with an abundant supply of
vegetables.'

To aid him in his enterprise the U. S. Commissary at St. Loulis,
by order of the Department at Washington, sent up a pair of buhr millstones,
337 pounds of plaster and tO® dozen sickles to cut the wheat when it should
be ready. The gristmill had at first oyvily one run of buhigj, and censisted ol

e
a small room only .sixteen’er eighteen feet square, but its size was ample.

There was no bolting or screening machinery. The grain went into the hopper
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as came from the threshing floor and the flour was unbolted and the@corn
meal unsifted. The wheat was usually adulterated with unripe and smutty grains
bites of weeds, dirt, etc., and the effect on the unbel4ed flour may be imagined

Mrs. Aﬁ% Adams lived in the fort in 1823 and was 13 years of age atﬁ}he time.
fois
In her printed "Reminiscences" (Vol. 6, Hist. Socy. Call.) she makes, reference

to the bread baked from the flour ground at the old Government Mill®

Col. Snelling had sown some wheat that season (1823) and had it
ground at a mill which the Government had built at the Falls;
but the wheat had become mouldy or sproutedsnd was dirty
and it made wre¥ched, black, bitter-tasted/bread. This
was issued to the troops, who got mad because they could
not eat- it and brough®% it to the parade ground and threw
it down there. Colonel Snelling ceme 6ut and remonstrat-
ed with them. There waes much inconvenience that winter
(1833-34)on account of the scarcity of provisions. Some
soldiers died of scuryy. -

COL. SNELLING A MARTINET.

issued to them so contemptuously, and that the Colonel's remonstrance did no
take a viclent form. For Col. Snelling was a great martineg and really a

It is surprising that the soldiers dared to treat the bread :;%ﬁ
t

%
military brute. At that date many military officers treated theiﬁmen with
great cruelty. The army regulations pérmitted flogging and other brutal

punishment§7and a comumon soldier had no rights that his superior was bound to

respect. The Colonel drank heavily and when in his cups his brutal conduct
was repulsive and horrible. Mrs. Adams_says:)

b l;gjemperance among officers and men was common, and the
commandant was ©f) exception to the rule. When one of his
cenvivial spells occurred he would act furiously, sometimes
getting up in the night and making a scene. But he was
very severe in his treatment of the men, when they got -/
drunk or committed any trifling offense, if he was in-
toxicated. He wculd take them to his room and compel
them to strip and then flog and beat them unmercifully.

I have heard them beg him to spare them and "have mercy
for God's sake." :

In August, 1837, Col. Snelling and the Fifth R&giment were orde:
ed away from the fort bearing hismme to St. Louis. In August of that year,
while temporarily in Washington City, he died of delirdium tremens, al though
the surgeon charitably reported that his death was from "brain fever." He
was of portly proporticns, had a rubicund visage, and hie hair was sandy or

o
red, although he was partially bgld .
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FINAL DISPOSITION OF THE GRIST MILL.

The grist mill was operated by the military authorities until
in 1849, when it was sold to Hen. Robert Smith, of Alton, Illinois, by whom
it was rented to Calvin Tuttle, who operated it until 1855. According to the

St. Baul Pioneer of February &80, 1850, the mill ground over 4,000 bushels of

corn for the Indian trade and the settlers, "and abcut the same gquantity bf
corn remains to be ground." The sawmill was then under-foing repairs, ex-—
pecting to run next season. B%ldwin says that the mill remazined in use with
gsome additions and repairs, until after the canal of the Minneapolis Mill
Gbmgﬁgfﬁwas constructed, when its site was required for a large madern flour

ing mill and it was removed.

//-"_ek.
-7 EARLY ATTEMPTS AT WHEAT RAISING.

Colonel Snelling's attempts to raise wheat in Minnesota were
practically failures, and he did not succeed much better in/ﬁgrn—raising. The
trouble seemed.t% be that the ggedrwaa.nbt selected with good judgment . It
came from about;St. Louisg, from Kentucky, and from other Southern latitudes,

X

and was not accl imated tC*Minnesota conditions. The seasons were not long
encugh for its maturing and it was caught by the frosf at one end or the other
of them. Col. Snelling's successors had but little better ﬁﬂé@@ﬁs than he.

In time seed wheat was obtained from northern Illinois and seed corn from

the Indians and from Wisconsin)and then there were better results. The

fields of winter wheat sown at first were invariably killed out by the hard
Winters.

The wheat qégégut with sickles, as in the time of Ruth and Boaz,

and it was thrashed with flails &nd sometimes &ﬁfwas thrown into a cleared &

ring, resembling a circus ring, and horses were driven arcund and arounﬁfét

until the grain was thrashed from the straw. Then the grain was separated

from the chaff by winnowing or pouring the mass from an elevation when a wind
: 4

was blowing; the wind would blow away the chaff, and the grain fegl on a
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sheet. The trcuble,was that dirt and trgsh fell with the grxain. é}””,
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7" MAJ. LONG'S EXPEDITIONS. o7

In the spring of 1817 Maj. Stephen H. Long, of the Topograph-
ical Engineers Department connected with the regular army, was ordered by
the Department to make a topographical and engineering examination oi a por-
tion of the upper Mississippi gbuntry. It was two ycars after the close of
the War of 1813, and the Department designed building a number of forts in the
region in order, as already stated, to prevent a rescurrence of certain incie
dents that had occurred in 1813-14, and to remove certain conditicns then ex-
isting.

He was directed to go by water to the portage between the Wis-
consin and Fox Rivers, in Wisconsin, and then to t8& St. Anthony Falls. Hav-
ing returned from his visit to the portaggyhe began the ascent of the Missise-
ippi from Prairie du Chien.

?fﬂéj. Long left Prairie du Chien July 9 (1817) in a large six-

cared skiff presented tec him by Gov. Wm. Clark (of Leﬁés and Clark) at St.
Lo Mol v

Louis.} His entire party consisted of fifteen men, an@lprovisions for the@x
‘ : a0

i

when he started. He had a crew of seven soldiers for boatmen; hgﬂhad two

interpreterg} Augustine Rocque, a half-bloo@,who spoke Sioux and French, and

) 4. .
St%@hep Hempstead (;fterwar Goyernor ofIowa) who spoX¥e French and Englishp}ﬂ%f
4 o 1 A «
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/" two ‘men named King and Cunn, who were grandsons of Capt. Jenathan Carver, and

three men accompanying them.
0f Carver's grandscns Maj. Long writes:
They had taken a bark cance at Green Bay and were on
their way to the northward on a visit to the Sauteurs,
(Chippewas] for the purpose of establishing their claims tc
a tract of land granted by those Indians to their grandfather.
They had waited at Prairie du Chien, during my trip up the
Quisconsin, in order to ascend the Mississippi with me.
The grandsons had their own boat. Two days out from Prairie

du Chien, at the mouth of Black River, they tied up their boat and remained

for a time. It wj i
W1ll be noteg that Maj. Long says they claimed that their
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: : ; ; ®
grandfather had been given his land by the Sauteurs, or Chippewas. The
Sauteurs (pronounced Soo-tee-urs) were so called by the Ffench, because at
one time large mﬂ@2335A hem lived aw*he Sault or Falls of Sainte Marie.

Catr Mﬂ@wq/“”j%““’GLfwtﬂibiyﬁiuw%ﬁg¢fﬁ&&%}%

The Sioux called th@ﬁ%ﬁh th-hkah, water falle, and tonwan.people or village.

Now Carver, or whoever wrote it, claims in the deed tHat it was given by the

#‘ "

Sioux, and it nowhere menti one the oblp ewas Further proof of its fraudulent
character is that the ITeged n;mes of “‘the chiefs purporting to have signed
the deed are corruptlcns of ethfr Chippewsa, Ménominee, or Winnebago names,
and tnaﬁeach 51gnat§re-has a totém symbol--one a snake and the other a turtle--
peculiar to these tribes while the Sioux nevegused a totem, and the names to
the deed are not and never were Sioux.

f””“’ﬁgfgis return, 30 miles below the St. Croix, Maj. Long met the

party of Capt. Carver's grandsond. They were en route to the "great cave"

mentioned by their grandfather and Maj. Long told them how to find it. There
~

is nwpther record of their journey. It will be borne in mind that had the
Carver deed been established, the site of Mlnfeap011c wc&ld have belonged to
31 ’__/42'__{ ,g_/ A 8o LAAALA

: A
the Carver heirs, some of whom deub%ban&wag%% the fraudulent paper.

THE GREAT FALLS AS MAJ. LONG SAW THEM TN 1817.

Maj. Long made an extended examinaticn and report upon the
Falls of 8t. Anthony. His report was printed by the CGovernment and rather
widely circulated for the time. He arrived at them on the morning of July
16 and encamped on the east shore just below the cataract. In his journal

for thatiday he says:_}
IR s
The rapids below the Falls of St. Amthony commence about
two miles above the confluence of the Mississippi and the 8t.
Peter's, and are so strong that we could hardly ascend

them by rowing, sailing,and pecling, with a strong wind all at
the same time. About four miles up the rapids we cculd make
no headway by all these means and were obliged to substitute
the cordelle in place of the poles and oars.

In hig jeurnal for Thursday, July 17, he writes:

Thursddy, 17--The place where we encamped last night needed

no embeglishments to render it romantic in the highest degree.
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The banks on both sides of the river are about 100 feet hlﬁh,’
decorated mith trees and shrubbery of varicus kinds. :"The pos®t
oak, nlckowyf§Wa7nut linden, sugar tree, whitesbireh, and the
American box; ales@ various evergreéns, such _;Théfpine, cedar,
and juniper,-added their embeglishments to e gcene. Amongst the
shrubbery were the prickly ash, plum, ang oh Ly tree, the pgooseberry
the black and red raspberry, the chokebev “Frapgvine, etc.

There were zlso various kinds of herbag‘»“nﬂ Tlowers, among

which were the wild parsley, rue, spikenard, ete., and also

red and white roses, morning.glory, and various ether handscme
flowers. A few yards below us was a beautiful cascade of fine
sprlng water (the waterfall Icvmchy known as the Bridal vellj
pouring down from a projecting pr601ﬁ1ce about 100 feet high.

On our left was the Missiesipri hurrying through its chan-
nel with gredt Velcci ty, and about three-quarters of a mile above
us im plain view was the majestic cataract of the Falls of St
ﬁnth@ y. The murmuring of the cascade, the rearing of the ri
and_##e thunder of the cataract all oontributed to make the g
the mHst interesting and magnificent of any I ever before witl

Of the Falle themselves Maj. Long makes this d@scriptions:®

\The perpendlculaf fall of the water at the cataract, as stat-
ed by Lieut. Pike, is 165 feet. To thig height, however, four
or five feet may be added for the rapidhesoent which immediate-
1y succeeds the perpendicular fall witHin a few yards below.

Immediately at the cataract the river is divided into
two parts by an island [Nlcollet] m‘lch extends considerably
above and below the cataract, and is zbout 500 yards long.
The channel on the right side of the island is about three
timees the width of thatjon the left. The quantity of water
passing through them i€ not, however, in the same proportion,
as about one-third part of the whole passes through the left
channel. In the broadest channel, just below the cataract,
is a small island [Hennepin) about 50 yards in 1ength and 30
in breadth. Both of these islands contain the same kind of
rocky formation as the banks of the river, and are nearly
as high. Besides these there are, immediately at the foot
of the cataract, two islands of very inconsiderable size
situated in the right channel also.

' The rapids commence several hundred yards above the cat-
aract and continue about eight milessbelow. The fall of the
water, beginning at the head of the rapids and extending 260
rodsdown the river to where the Portage road commences, below
the cataract, is, accordingto Pike, 58 feet. The whole fall,
from the head t¢” the foot of the rdplds, isnot much less
than 100 feet.***On the east, or rather the north side of the
river, at the Falls, are high¥grcunds, at the distance of hall
a mile from the river, considerably more elevated than the
bluffs and of a hilly aspect.

VERIFIES THE SAD STORIES OF WINONA AND BLACK DAY.

Maj. Long was impressed by th stories told hlm oy the Indians

(\f / INAA LY

of the melancholy fate of the two noted Indlan Womeqjuhdt in thv tong ago

committed suicide because of disa pp01ntﬁgn+ in love. These were Winona,
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’Cf;ﬁhe first-born child if a daughter) of Wabasha's band, who threw nersel® from
the Maiden Rocﬁﬁat Lake Pepin, because her parents sought to make her marry

against her will, and Ampatu Sappa-win (black day woman) whog put her ﬁwo child

ren into a canoe and floated with them oveﬁSt. Anthony's Falls because her

husband had taken a second wife. Wahzee Koota (Pine Shooger) told Maj. Long

that Wincna belonged}o the Wab sha ban% which was his baégf and that her

suicide was committed within his recollection. He aleo said that his mother
witnessed the tragic death of Black Day and her two little ones. Wahzee Koota
alsc related the stories to Prof. Keating, when Maj. Long made his second ex-
pedition, in’ 1823. Man@bther 0ld Indians related them to Joseph Snelling and
others about Fort 8t. Anthony in early days. The sad stories are certainly
true. Indian women did not eften kill themsélves, but sometimes they did.

Maj. Long recommended that a fort "of considerable magnitude"
be built on the "commanding ground" between the St. Peter's and the Mississipgﬁ
and when he came uéﬁsix years later he had the satisfaction of seeing such an
establ ishment nearly constructed. He left the mouth of the St. Peter; on his
return trip July 18, and arrived at Camp Belle Fontaine, near St. Louis,
August 15, after an absence of 76 days.

MAJ. LONG'S SECOND EXPEDITION.

In the spring of 1833 Presgident James Monroe ordered, tﬁhat

an expedition be immediately fitted out for exploring the river St. Péter‘s

and the country situated on the northern boundary of the United States, be-
tween the Red River of Hudson's Bay and Lake Superior." The command of the
expedition was given to Maj. Stephen H. Long, whe had made the skiff voyage

six years before, and with him were sent the learned Thomas Say, a very noted
zoologist and antiquarian; Prof. William H. Keating,;yﬁneralogist and geologist
Samuel Seymour, landscape painter; James E. Cgahoun, astronomer. Profe. Say
and Keating were appointed joint tswery journalists to the expedition and
charged with the collecting of the requisite information concerning the In-

dian tribes encountered en route.
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The route commenced at Philadelphia and was from thence i@
way of Wheeling, (Va.) Fort Wayne, (Ind.) Fort Armstrong, (at the Dubuque
lead mines) and thence up t@? Mississippi to Fort St. Anthcﬁg MKmth“Bf the
St. Petarg@Z;thence to the source of the St. Peters. thence to the point of

intersection between Red River and latitude 49°: thence along the rmorthern

boundary of the United States to Lake Supericr, and fﬁigiﬁ homeward by the

Lakes.
The party set out from Philadelphia April 30,. From the mouth

of the Fevre River, at the Galena lead mines, the route up the Mississippi was

)

on horseﬁack. At Fort Crawford, or Prairie du Chien, the party was re-enforced

by Lieut. Martin Scott and a corporal and nine mén from Col. Snelling's Fifth

Regiment of Infantry. Augustine Rocque, (or Rock) Maj. Long's interpreter ot
1817, was secured as Sioux interpreter for this expediticn; a8 he could not
O -

speak English, his French was translated by Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Say‘f

~Kt Prairie du dﬂiég'élégﬂﬂéjé¥ ﬁcﬂg“&EJiﬁééﬂihé expeditdon
into two parties, one of which proceeded by land on horseback and the other
by water, ocn a keel’boat. The Major headed the horseback party, which was
composed of himself, Mr. Colhoun, a soldier named CGecrge Bunker, a slave bg;
named Andreg)owned by M. Celhoun, John Wade, the Sicux interpreter, and the

ever faithful guide, Tah-mah-hah, or the Rising Moose.

FORT SNELLING WHEN FIRST COMPLETED.

The boat party reached Fort Snelling, July 2; Maj. Long and his
little party arrived a few days before. Keating's description of the fort
as it was at the time may be of interest:

The fort is in the form of a hexagon, surrounded by a stone
wall; it stands on an elevated positien which commands both riv-
grs. The height of the halfmoon battery, which fronts the river
ig 105 feet above the level of the Mississippi. It is not, how=
ever, secure from attacks fromall quarters, as a position within
ordinary cannon shot {where the present line of officers' quarters
beginé] rises to a greater elevation; but as long as we have to
oppose a savage foe alone, no danger can be apprehended from this,
But if it were required to resist a civilized enemy hzsving artillery,
possession might be taken of the other position, which would com-
mand the country to a considerable distance and protect the pre-
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sent fort, which is in the best situation for a control of »
the two rivers. The garrison consists of five companies
under the command of Col. Bnelling.
No mention is made of the old tower, althcough it wae built at

the time.

THE FALLS ON MAJ. LONG'S SECOND VISIT.

A few days after their arrival at the St. Peter's, Maj. Long

again visited the Falls of St. Anthony and this time he was acoompanieslby the

scientific membere of the party. Prof. Keating writes:

On the 6th of July we walked to the Falls of St. Anthony,
which are situated nine miles by the course of the river and
seven miles by land above the fort. ***We discovered that nCthing
could be more picturesque tham this cascade.***We have seen many
falls, but few which present a wilder and more picturesque as-
pect than those of St. Anthony. The vegetation which grows
around them is of a corresponding character. Thelthick growth
upén the island imparte to it a gloomy aspect, contrasting pleas-
ingly with the bright surface of the watery sheet which reflects
the sun in many differently colored hues.

The force of the current immediately above the fall was very
great, but the water was only about two feet deep, and though it flowed over
a flat slippery rock the party waded across from the west shore to Nicollet
Island; and Profs. Say and Colhcun forded from the Island across to the east

shore; they had however, to be assisted by a stout socldier on their return.

) )

Keating notes:

Two mills have been erected for the rise of the garrisor,
and a sergeant's guard (five men) is kept here at all times.
On our treturn from the Island we recruited our strength by
a copious and palatable meal prepared for us by the old sers
ceant. Whether from the viclent exercise of the day or from
its intrinsic merit we know not, but the black bass of which i
partook appeared to us excellent.

0f the dimensions, Keating puts on record some figures well
worth keeping fhere:

Concerning the height of the fall and the breadth of the
river at this place, much incorrect information has been
published. Hennepin, who was the first European that vieited
it, states it to be 50 or 60 feet high. He says df it that it,
"indeed of itself is terrible and hath something very astonishing."
This height is by Carver reduced to about 30 feet; his strict=
ures upon Hennepin, whom he taxes with sxaggeration,l%&ght,
with great propriety be retorted upon himself, and we_strongly :
inclined to say of him as he said of his predecessor: ﬁﬂ%ﬁdu;;ﬂ?&%m

d
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"The good father, I fear, too eften has nqother foundation
for his accounts than report, or at least 'a slight inspection."
Pike, who is more correct than any other tra-ele¥, states the
perpendicular fall at 165 feet. Maj. Long, M 1817, from the
table rock, found it about the same. Mr. Calhoun measured it
while we were there and made it abcut 15 feet. We cannet acccunt
for the statement made by Mr. Schoolcraft that the river has
a perpendicular pitch of 40 feet, and this only 14 years after
Pike's measurment.

Mr. Schoolcraft also states the breadth of the river, near
the brink of the fall, to be 237 yards, while Pike found it to
be 637 yarde, which agrees tolerably well with a measurement
made on the ice. Messrs. Say and Calhoun obtained an approximate
a8 measurment of 594 yards, the result of a trigonometrical cal-
culation; but the angles had been measured by an imperfec¢t
compass and the base line not well obtained., fBelow the fall
the river contracts to about 200 years. The portage from a
proper distance above to a proper distance below the Falls
is 360 poles.

MINNEHAHA AND OTHER NATURAL FEATURES NOTED.

The party was delighted with certain natural features of the
country about the Fort, and especially with the well known cascade which has
long been called Minnehaha Falls, then called Brown's Falls. Prof. Keating
gives us the following scmewhat impassicned déscription:

The paxxxxxxzE country about the fort ccntains several other
waterfalls, which are represented as worthy of being seén.

One of them, which is but two miles and a half from the garrison,
and on the road to St. Anthony's, is very interesting. It is
known by the name of Brown's Fall, and is remarkable for the soft
beauties which it presents. Essentially different from St.
Anthony's, it appears as if all its native wildness has been
removed by the hdd 6f art. A smell but beautiful stream,

about five yards wide, flows gently until it ®eaches the verge
of a rock from which it is precipitated t¢ a depth of 43 feet,
presenting a beautiful par@bolic sheet, which drops without in-
terruption to its lower level, when it resumes its course un-
changed,save that its surface is half covered with a beautiful,
white foam.

The spray which this cascade emits is very considerable,
and, when the rays of the sun shine upen it, produces a beautiful
iris. Upon the surrounding vegetation the effect of this spray
is marked; it vivifies all the plants, imparts tothem an
intense green color, and gives rise to a stouter growth than
is ebserved upon the surrounding country. On the neighboring
rock the effect is as characteristic, though of a destructive
nature, The spray, striking against the rock, has under-
mined it in a curved manner, 8¢ as to produce an excavation,
similar in form to a Saxon arch, between the surface of the
rock and the sheet of water; underfthis large arch we passed
with no other inconvenience than that which arose from the

spray.
yfj ﬂme””“XTEére is nothing sublime or awfully impressive in this

g - cascade, but it has every feature that is required to consti-

30
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tute beauty. It is such a fall as the hand of opulence daily

attempts to produce in the midst of those gardens upom which

treasures have been lavished for the purpose of imitating

nature; but it has the difference that these natural €alls
possess an easy grace, destitute of the stiffness whic® gener-
ally distinguishes the works of man from those of nature.

Of Minnehaha Creek, then called Brown's Creek, Keating makes

this mention:

7 : AN ! ¥ ’ . ¥
~~ The stream that exhibits this cascade falls into the Miss-
igsippi about two miles above the fort; it issues from a lake
situated a few miles above.

And this of Lake Calhoun:

A body of water, which is not represented upon any map
we know of has been discovered in this vicinity within a few
years, and has received the name of Lake Calhoun, in honor
of the Secretary of War. (?ohn G, Oalhoun{] Its dimensions
are small, :

And this of Lake Minnetonka:

Another lake, of a much larger size, is said to have
been discovered about 30 or 40 miles to the northwest of
the fort., 1Its size, which is variously stated, is by some
supposed to be equal to that of Lake Champlain, which, how-
ever, from the nature of the country, and the knowledge we
have of the course of rivers, seems scarcely possible.

LAKE MINNETONKA AND ITS DISCOVERER.

The last lake mentjdﬁ%d then haé_no distinctive geographic name;

it was called by the general Sioux term for a great water, or a largé quantity
of water--Minne (water) tonka(big, large, or great)-which has become its part-

b |

icular name. The Indians did not even call it a big lake, meday (or M'da)

LAy ’?‘j‘ﬂ ek O *g‘amﬁ&wﬁé_té"&cﬁ”%@ e
tonk% simply a big water. The lake had beéen first vigited and reported upon
by white men in the summer of 18323, the year preceding Long's second expedition.
Joseph R. Brown, then a fifer and drummer bey of the Fort. St. Anthony garrison,
and aged but 17, had set out to explore Minnehaha Creek from the falls to its
source. There accompanied him a great part of the way the gifted but erratic

Wm, Joseph Snelling, son of the commandant, and two soldiers of the garrison.

In his letters descriptive of the early Northwest Joe Snelling mentions this

trip, saying he was driven back by the swarms of mosdquitoes before reaching

the lake. The young drummer boy's exploit is noted by Neill in his History
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of Minnesota, p. 331, chapter 16, narrating the events of 1822.

Dr. Neill upon the authority of Maj. Taliaferro, ("Tolliver")

-

the Indian agent at Fort Snell ing}]\/\that the noted cataract was first cai’d

Brown's Fall, in honor of Gen. Jacob Brown, of the regular army. Taliaferro
and Neill were both personal enemies of Joseph R. Brown, who became very
prominent in Minnesota public life; neither of theméave him the credit or
’?}w A £ @:L ‘g'»iwa:ﬁq,m, 1
<8y déstinction due him. It has been frequently stated, and it seems probabie, |
that the old Brown's Fall (now the Minnehcha) was named for Joseph R. Brown,
the drﬁmmer boy, and not for Gen. Jacob Brown, who never saw the beautiful
cataract, or even any part of Minnesota or the Northwest.

It cannot be disputed that the young fifer and drummer wae
first white man =xximx® toc explore Minnehaha Creek and to discover Lake Minne-

tonka and make report upfﬁt. 0ld settlers and even old records mention the

stream as "Brown's Creek," because Joe Brown was first to explore it. From
AL 0 Wlorgafily Fhal

(%

this ciroumstanaéxthe falls of the creek came to be called Brown's Fall.
Keating, who came the year following the young soldier's exploring feat, calls
it Brown's Fall, but does not say it was named for Gen. Jacob Brown, XREXdEXMmXX
NEXXXXELXXXMEXZAXNXXXXE or for whom it was named.%ﬁ?ﬁ 188@ the year after Joe
Brown, the drummer, left the army, he made the first land claim ever made

Hlene,

G NE Sl o 175;> He

in Hennepin County. (See Warner & Foote's Hist. of }
As naraeils Aty clacen
was but 21 at the tim%\ani this was before the land was subject to entry, but
while it could be "claimed." rﬂis claim was near the mouth of Minnehaha CGreek.
Brown built the first cabin or ZIaim house on the creek and lived there =z
short time, without making many improvements. Subsequently he owned a little
mill on the creek, near its mouth, but it cannot be stated that he built it;
the mill dam washed away and the mill was abandoned. Years later another mill
was built, by other parties, and again the dam washed away. ZEarly pioneers
used to say that not only were the stream and the Fall named for the drummer,
but that they were often called"Joe Brown's Creek" and "Joe Brown's Fallgn

making it almost certain for whom they were named. Of course they are now
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called Minnehaha}and nobody wants the name changed. | @&

Joseph R. Brown had attached to him very many distinctions
which were undisputed. No other man that ever lived in Minnesota had so many.
To him belongs the crowning honor of suggesting and planning the organization
of Minnesota Territory; hé drew the bill for creating the Territory, which
ﬁas first introduced in 1846, and when the final organization was arranged for
at the Stillwater Convention it was he who suggested the name and its proper

gspelling. (See Vol. 2 Minn., in Three Centuries, pp. 350-51; also Vol. 1 Minn.

Hist. Secy. Coll., pp%5u59.) In Minnesota he laigd out the first town,

(Stillwater) the first wagon road,(%rom Fort Snelling to Prairie du Chien)
was the first lumberman to cut and raft logs, etc. He held many important
public positions, and could have held many more had he wished. He was for a
considerable period editor and proprietor of the Minnesota Pioneer, now the
Pioneer Press, was a Major in the great Sioux Outbrea% and commanded the
whites in the battle of Birch Coulie.

In her book, "Three Score Years," etc., Mrs. Van Cleve who came

to Fort Snelling in 1819, when an infant, says of Maj. Brown: "He came up the
ggﬁiy

\
)

river with the first troopsdﬁﬁﬁ Regiment as a drummer boy, and was always con-
sidered a faithful, well=behaved soldier.” éﬁ;ﬁ his drum he beat the firs%t
reveille ever sounded by Americans in Minnesota.

The officers of the first garrison of Fort St. Anthony named
other lakes in the vicinity Harriet, Eliza, Abigail, Lucy, etc., for the
ghristian names of their lovely wives, but none of them have retained the
;riginal name but Harriet. <Col.Snelling named Calhoun for the Secretary of

War, who had given him his promotion.

THE FIRST STEAMBOAT COMES TO FORT SNELLING IN 18833.

In May, 1833, the first steamboat in Minnesota, the Virginia,
landed at Fort Snelling, having left S8t. Louis, May 2. No perfect description
ofhhis craft can now be made. It is known, however, that she was 118 feet

in length, 33 feet in width, and drew six feet of water. She had a single

engine, one smokestack, and was z side-wp
—Wheeler,
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Her cabin was fairly well arranged. It was a long trip up the river. E@ery
few miles the boat had to stop and the crew go ashore and cut wood and carry
it aboard for the engine, there being no other fuel; indeed, at that early day

steamboate burned nothing but wccd, and "stone coal” was hardly known.

Among the passengers when the boat left St. Louis were Maj.

Lawrence Taliaferro, the newly appointed Indian Agent for the Minnesc¥a Country;

J. Constantine Beltrami, an Italian/ﬂbunt, but who was then a political refugee)
Big Eagle, a Sac chief, and some immigrants for Galena, then already the site
of a considerable lead-mining industry.

When the steamboat arrived at Fort Snelling the entire popul a-
tion of the section, white and red, turned out to welecome it. The Indians from
the near-by villages swarmed about to see the strange thing, uncertain whether
; w N
it was @ water craft or a Waukon monster. The red people looked intently at
the unaccustomed s pectacle of a huge moving wooden kulg)with paint and polish
and glitter and smell., They had managed to hold their ground and stare stelid-
ly when the whistle sounded and the bell rang and there were other strange
noises as the boat tied up at the bank and nestled close to shore, but they
were as full of excitement and apprehension as they could hold, and when the

@%”aZawwgfyiéig,ignﬁkg@4¢;£@&;w qywépﬁéﬁwﬁ%jf y 3

““poat "leﬁkvapor, it was too much. Women, children, boys, warriors, afid even
head soldiers and chiefs, tumbled over one another and, yelling and screaming,
fled up the Minnesota valley toward their villages and” tepees.

Bel trami had for a patron of his expedition a very wealthy
Italian countess. She, it seems, paid all the expenses of his journey. The
articles in his book, "Pilgrimage in Europe and America," are addressed to
her. Describing conditions at Fort gnelling at the time of his vigit he says:

Qur present ramble, my dear Madam, will begin and end

around this fort.****There are no buildings arcund the fort,
except three or fcur log houses on the banks of the river,

in which some subaltern agents of the fur cempany live among

the frogs. There isro other lodging to be had than in the

fort. The land arcund the fort is cultivated by the gsoldiers,
whom the Colonel thus keeps out of idleness, which is dangerous
to all classes of men, but particularly to this ¢lass. It yields
‘as much as 80 to one of wheat and CGod knows what proportion of

maize. FEach officfer, each company, each employe, has a garden

and might have a farm if there were hang to cultivate ib.
5 E v an s :
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Of St. Anthony Falis, Beltrami gives a very florid and somewhat
bewildering description, which in the original Italian may be picturesque and

engaging but which in English is hardly satisfactory:
Count\ BeltramiWrited of the/Countzy.

What a new scene presents itself to my eyes, my dear madam!
How shall I bring it before you without the aid of either paint-
ing or poetryy I will give you the best outline I can and Houyr
imagination must f£ill it up. Seated on the top of an elevated
promontory, I see, at half a mile distance, two great masses
of water unite at the foot of an island which they encircle,
and whose majestic trees deck them with the loveliest hues in
which all the magic play of light and shade are reflected on
their brilliant surface. From this point they rush down a
rapid descent about 300 feet long, and, breaking against the
scattered rocks which obstruct their passage, they spray up
and dash together in a thousand varied forms. They then fall

~TRANSVERSE ‘Ahw_;mm form of a cradle and are urged

upward by the force of gravitation against the side.of &
precipice, which seems to stop them a moment only -t6¢ increase
the violence with which they fling themselves down a depth of
twenty feet. The rocks against which these great volumes of
watex h throw them back in white fcam and glittering spray;
then, nging into the cavities which this michty fall has
hollowe they rush forth aga in in tumult jous waves, and once
more break against a great mass of sandstone forming a little
island in -the midst of thelr bed, on which two thlck maples
spread their shady branches.

This i8 the spot called the Falls of S8t. Anthony, eight
miles above the fort; a name which, I believe, was given to
it by father Beasepir [sic] to commemorate the day of the dis-
covery of the great falls of the Mississippi. A mill and a
few little cottages, built by the Colonel for the use of the
garrison, and the surrounding country adorned with romantic
scenes, complete the magnificent picture.

Beltrami attempts to describe the country now-called Minne-, 4

sota, butmakes a sad job of it. His accounts are full of errors. His geogfa—
phic and other proper names are so distorted as to spelling, etc., that they
are scarcely recognizable. He spells the name of chief Wabasha "Wabiscihouwa
u

Sbﬁkopee's name, "Sciakape," the term Naudowegsiq@m, applied tc the Dakota
nation by the chippewas, "Nordowekies," while the Mankato is written "Makato-
hese ," etc. ﬁé calls the Chdippewas, the "Cypowais," and very few of his names
are rightly spelled and very few of his items of history are correctly stated.

MAJ, LONG RESUMES HIS JOURNEY.

On the Sth of July Maj. Long and his party renewed their

journey of exploration, setting out by way of the St. Peter's River. 1In the

aggregate the party was composed of 33 perscns. Cecl. Snelling had furnished
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a new detail of soldieréﬁconsjsting of a sergeant, two corporals, and 18 Bold-
ijers to be under Lieuts. Martin Scott and St. Clair Denny. The interpreters
were the noted half=Sioux, Joseph Renville, (for whom the county is namea% and
Win.Joseph Snelling. The expedition was divided into a land and a water party.

Four canoes transported the provisions and the water partx,headed by Maj. Long.

The land party was composed of Lieut, Denny, Profs. Say and Colhg@h d Count

3

Beltrami, the last named a guest. ¥He quarreled with the officers of the ex-

pedition, which he left in northern Minnesota, and descended the Miesissippi.
The military escort returned to Fort Snelling from Mackinaw.

Maj. Long returned to Philadelphia Oct. 36, having pursued the
route de:i;nated:for Bim and having fully sccomplished the objects of his
expedition after a.to@r of 4,500 miles which lasted six months.

In the latter part of 1824 Gen. Winfield Scott, then the Command-

ing general of the army, visited Fort St. Anthony on a tour of inspection.

On his recommendation the War Department changed the name of the fort %o Fort
Snelling, PhExxzxExaxxxxid in honor of the Commandant, Col. Jesiah Sneéelling.
The General said @f the fort, then newly completed: "This work reflects the
highest credit on Col. Snelling, his officers and his men," and he suggested
the new name as a égﬁpliment to "the meritorious officer under whom it has
been erected. " %ﬁeygave other reasons for the change,saying: "The present
name is fereignh —to all our associations, and it is besides geographically
incorrect, as the work stands st the junction of the Mississippi and St. Peter's
Rivers, and eight [E] miles below the great falls called after St. Anﬁhon&.ﬁj
Imprévements connected with the fort were continued. In :
1830 stone buildings were erected large enough to accommodate four companies
of infantry; a stone wall nine fcgt high and a stone hospital were also bulld,
although these improvements were not fully completed until some time after the

close of the Mexican War, in 1848.
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THE ABORIGINES OF MINNFAPOLIS.

r

Of the original human inhabitants of the site of Minneapolis
nothing definite is known., There i%no worthy record more remote than 1670.
Even since that date, up to within comparatively recent periods, the knowledge
of them is limited and much of it vague and uncertain. A great deal is left
to conjécture and speculation, and neither conjacture or speculation, or guess=
work ought to be set down as historye

The only evidences that the Mound Builders ever lived on the
site were the two small mounds noted by Cov. Marshall, on the St. Anthony side,
and the two elevations only about three feet high, noted by Alfred J. Hill,
on tﬁe shores of Lake Calhoun, and which may not have been the work ef Mound
Builders at all. From the time when the observations and knowledge of travel-
ers in the region began to be reduced to writing, (which was after Father

Marquette and the Sieur Joliet, descended the Mississippi from the mouth of

the Wisconsin, in 167%) the inhabitants of the country surrcunding the present

site of Minneapolis, for from 50 to 100 miles, were membersof the great Dakotah
|

nation of Indians, called by the Indians east of them Nah-do-way-go0s, or'our
enemies; " in time the last syllable of the reproachful word was contracted by
the French writers to Sioux, and was fastened upon the people who even yet
call themselves "Dah-ko-tah," or the allied bands of the same general family
bound together by the ties of blood, friendship, and self-interest.

About the middle of the 18th century a band of Cheyenne Indians,
separated from their tribe, lived for years in the Minnesota Valley, coming

fLen

eastward as far as the mouth of the Blue Earth; but in about 1770, went into
what is now Ransom County, in Southeastern North Dakota, and built a large
village near the present town of Lisbon, on the;ﬁneyenne River. The name of
the tribe and of the river, though spelled differently, are pronounced alike.
Contemporary with the Cheyennes was a band of Iowa Indians, who had a con~

siderable villa g at the mouth of the Minnesota, on the south side, on the site
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of Mendota and the Bald Knob. At one period they were allies of the Sioux.
When, however, in about 17685, the Chippewas, suprlied with guns and cther met-
allic weapons by the French traders, drove away the Siocux from the Mille Lacs
region across the Mississippi, the latter, in turn, fell upon the Iowas and
drove them away from the Minnesota down into what is now the State named for
them.

So it was that for 200 years before the scuthern Minnesota Zoun-
try was settled by the whites the land was eccupied in part by the Dakota or
Sioux Indians. Only a small portion of the country was really so eccupied.

The Indian villages were commonly located on the streams and in a few instances
on the lakes.* The great Dakota natiocn extended from the Medawakantons, on

the Mississippi, to the Mandans and Tetons, high up on the Miesouri, and pract-
ically at the Rocky Mountains. These pecple spoke a common lenguage; each
great band had its peculiar dialect of that language, but a Medawakanton
could talk intelligently with a Mandan.

An Indian tribe is, properly speaking, a nation. The Sioux
tribe was the Sicux nation. It was divided into bands, and often these bands
were divided into sub-bands, the latter having a sub-chief. The Mandans con-
stituted a band; the Tetons a band; the Yenktons a band; the MPdawakantons a
band, etc. Eoet of the Mississipp%}to the Delaware rive%?was the former great

and mighty Algonguin (or Algonkin) nation, and the most western of these Indian
a

were the Odjiblai, (School craftts Dlscovev% etc., p. 459) or Ojibway (Warren,

Vol. B)Hist. Bocy. Col..ygzhipwe (Rev. Fr. Baraga's Dic,) or Chipioue, Cypoue,

and Otchipoua (French) or Chipeway, Chippeway, and Chippewa, (Engliegh) the
inveﬁterate and everlasting enemies of the Sioux. But the Chippewas became

sc great that ﬁhey constituted a tribe or nation, although their dialect was

TH

a8 well understcod by the Miamis of Indiana as the speech of the

-

Wurtemberger

is comprehended by the Austrian.
T e S e

*"There was a small village at Lake Calhoun, one on Cannon River, and one at
Two Woods, south of Laq i Parle, With these exceptions all the Dakota villages

were nealtjhe two rivers and Big Stone and Traverse Lakes~2--8. W. Pond, Wel,
13 hlbt°£oll
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As set down by the early travelers and historisps t original
names of the Indians (or at least the speiling) were different from those in
modern vogue, and this is true of most gecgraphic names. Down as late as 1847
Feathers stonhaugh, the great geologiet, who explored the Minnesota River from
mouth to scurc% in 1835, spelled its name "Minnay Sotor." The Wisconsin,

&« 7 ¢ ”
among other espellings, was earl; Miskousing and Meschonsing, and it was gener-
ally spelled Dy both ~French and English according to the French, ”Ouisconsig"
up to and after 1835. The Mississippi was spelled a score of ways before the

present form was adopted, as Messibi, Meschasebe. Mi ipe, etc. The French
p 2 J 2 £ >

explorers called it Conception, Colbert, etc. Many names were doubtless miss-

relled by/Zapyists and printers because an n wae mistaken for a u and vice

verse, as Miscousin, IssQutl(for LSdntl) Muﬂﬁdto (rcr Vmukahuo) etc J

w S . e

The Indlans who are known to have been nearest to the present
A site of Minneapolis from 1780 to 1853 belonged to the Medawakantcn band of
Sioux or Dakota Indians of Minnesota. In its entirety the big Indian word
pronounced correctly "M'day-wah-kon-tonwans" with the accent on the second
8yllable, (wah) as is the case'ﬁith most Sicux words; no matter how loné they
are, or of how many syllables they are composed, the écoent is mearly always
on the second syllable. As has been said the name is interpreted "M'day a
o “e07) « N
lake; wRa-kon, a spirit; tonwan, a people or a village--the People of the
Spirit Lake;u%cnwan,j;xpxxpixmmxma has been contracted to"tcn," the common
@ 2/ e )7

Sioux expression, and/MGday has been changed to meda, as it is generally pro-
nounced.

The Medawakantons were the descendants of the people met by
Father Hennepin and his two campanions at Mille Lacs in 1680, and called by
him NadcuesSioux. Their name for the big Mille Lac was M'day Wah-kon, meaning
spirit or supernatural lake; hence their name. Du Luth called the big lake,
Lac Buade, the family name of Gov. Frontenac of Canada. Le Sueur called
them (o%perhaps his copyists did) "Mendecucantons."

Now, from abcut 1798 forward there were in the Minnesota/@buntry

four principal bands of the Minnesotg Sioux, or Dakotas vizs
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The Medawakantons and Wah-pay-kootas, in the eastern parg and the Wah-pay-tons
and Sis-se—tons, in the western. The second name means the People That Shoot
Leaves, based on a joke whereby they were induced to shoot into some leaf piles
believingthem to be Chippewas asleep; the second name meams the People That
-Live in the Leaves, because at one time when they lived on the upper Minnesota
River they often slept in trees to keep away from rattlesnakes; the Siésetons
were the People That Live by the Marsh. Then in what is row the eastern part
of South Dakota lived the Ehanketonwans, or People Living at the End, from
ehauke (or Ihanke, meaning endi}#kln time this term became Yankton, which is
now well known. These people were and are Sioux, but their dialect differs
from the Minnesota variety. They have no sound of D and substitute L for 'it,
saying Lakota for Dakota, etc.
In the Atwater History (Chapter 2, /f( 18) the scholar;y pioneer,
Mr. Baldwin, makes the strange mistake of saying that, "the abopgines of the

country surrounding Minneapolis at the time of the advent of the white race

belonged to the Ihonk&onwan or Yankten Dratich or™thHe=Steunnatica # The

Yanktons never came nearer St. Anthony Falls than toc_the Travers#&es Sioux,
and then only a small band Camu.aﬁwézoLU%/MAgf @0”4a4¢tﬁﬁﬁl;?

The Sioux Indians that lived near St. Anthony's Falls all

belonged to the big Medawakanton or Spirit Lake band. When thie band was
driveﬁzdown from Mille Lacs by the Chippewas with their French guns, they

established a village a few miles above the mouth of the Minnesota, near the
’
trading post of a Frenchmsn named Penichon (or Penneshon, etc.) At that time

they constituted but one band, perhaps under Napasha (or Wahpashaw) the first
of the name. (Nelll Ed. 1858 /Pi aél <§; a comparatlvely short time, however,

they were divided 1n§9_sub -bands. Wapasha's sub-band was down by Winona; it

/S(_/

% 3
was called the "Ka—yu—hfgh" band from the Sioux, =®Bnk-ke-yu-ksah-pe, meaning

J

i

violating a law, because members of this band inter-married with cousins, step=

brother3 and step-sisters, and even with half-brothers and halfmsist@rs.ﬂﬂ@ﬁamaw

W S ! ‘
At Hed Wing was old Red Wing's (afterwards Wacoota's) band; at what is now

ULvutﬂkaAm%;/ bvbé%%zb a¢u£/€f46¢4b“tav C—- tacty aikﬁ,vpgﬁ/b Lo,
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St. Paul was Little Crow's Kaposia band; on the lower Minnesota wea; thé.banus
of Black Dog, the Son ofFenichon, (or Pennishon, or Penesha, etc)(Gloud Man,
Eagle Head, and Shah-Kpay (or Shakopee).

According to Saml. W. Pond, the old missionary, (See Vol. 12,
State Hist. Socy . Cell.,) the location of the bands in 1830-34 was clearly
fixed. Wabasha's was below Lake Pepin and at Winona; Wahcouta was chief of
the Red Wing band; Big Thunder was chief of the Kaposia band; Black Dog's
village was two or three miles above the mouth of the Minnesot% and Great War
Eagle (or Big Eagle) was chief; Penneshon's village was on the Minﬁesot%,near
the mouth of Nine Mille Creek, and Good Road (Tchank-oo Washtay) was chief;
the band of Cloud Man (Makhpea Wechashta) had its village on Lak ¢ Calhoun and
their town was called Kay-yah-ta Otonwa, meaning a village whose houses have
roofs; Fagle Head's (Hku--ah Pah's) band was at the mouth of Eagle Creek,
called Tewahpa, or the place of 1lily roots, and Shakopee's band (called the
Tintah-tonwans, or Prairie People) were at the present sé}e of the town of

; Shatkofee (cn that /w?{)

S R swe in Englis@tmeans/gix.

There were various spellings of the names of the old Indian
bands. In 1703 Le Sueur wrote of the Medawakantons as the "Mendeoucantons; "
the Wah-paytons as the«buapetons;" the Wat-pa-tons (the River People) as the
"Oua-deba~tons; " the Shonka-ska-tcns (White Dog Pecple) as the "Songa-squi-
tons," while he called the Wah-pay-kootas (Shooters in the Leaves) the "Oua-
pe-ton-te-tons," and translated their name as meaning "those who shoot in the
large pine." As the renowned discoverer, digger, and shipper of blue clay and
green mud spells it, the last name means people of the leaf living on the

ot
prairies, since "tetons" is a corruption of the Sioux word tinvbﬁsf meaning
& prairie, the ii?ﬁ%/ﬂﬁhaving the French nasal sound. M. Le Sueug referring
to the Medawakantons, translates their name to mean Peoplef{or village) of the

/
Spirit Lak% ("Gens du Lac 4! ?EEEEEIELJ

[ e r——
C Seldom do any two early writers, whether English or French,

spell Indian proper names alike; a” standard orthograrvhy seems hard to estab-

Lishs
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Of the Indians located nearest Minneapolis from 1830 to 1853-
in which latter year they were removed to the upper Minnesota--it must be borne
in mind that they were Dakotas, of Sioux, belonging to the Spirit Lake band
of that tribe and to the o0ld sub-bands of Penneshon, Black Dog, and Cleud, Man.
zgﬁeﬁlé?bmﬂﬂ Penechon (however he spelled his name) Wasﬁﬁrench Canadian téﬁer
that had a post on Lake Pepin in the days of old Fort Beauharnois (1745). He
had an Indian wife and by her had a son who was chosen chief of a band. 1In
time this band came up to the mouth of the Minnesota and while the Indian name
of the chief was Wayzgo Enagee, he was called&fhe Son of PenechonDby the whites
He signed his Indian name to Pike's deed or agreement, but Pike always calls

him the Son of Penechon, oy ianrench, "Fils de Pinchon." Ofttimes his name

5 s TSR —_ ]

/)ji Was EXXX® spelled Penneshaw. Upon his death his son succeeded him as chief

of the sub-band, but when he died an Indian mamed Great War Eagle became chief;
when he died Good Road, his son, succeeded him, and when Good Road died his
son succesded him and took the name of Mahkah-toe, (now written Mankato)
meaning Blue Earth. He led his warriors in the Sioux Outbreak, was killed by
a cannon ball in the battle of Wood Lake, September 23, 1862, and was the last
chief of his band.

Prior to 1840 Black Dog's band lived for many years ncar
Hamilton Station and on the lake and marsh still bearing the name of the old
chief. He died in about 1840 and was succeeded by his son, Wamb'dee Tonka,
or the Great War Eagle; he died in a few years and was succeeded by his son,
Grey Iron, or Mahzah Hkotah. When old Gray Iron died, in 1855, his son suc-
ceeded him and took the name of his grandfather, the Great War Eagle, but was
commonly called Big Eagle. He, too, led hig band in the outbreak and was in
the most important battles. He surrendered at Camp Release, "graduated" from
Reck Island prison, became a Presbyterian farme% and died near Granite Falls
in the winter of 19086. :

The band of Cloud Man, or Makh-pea (cloud) Wi-chashta, (man),

lived on the eastern shore of Lake Calhoun, between Calhoun and Harriet, liter-
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ally on a part of the present site of Minneapolis. Cloud Man was not a
hereditary chief; he became such in about 1835. The previcus winter he and
some other Indiansjwhile hunting buffaloes out on the plains, near the Misscuri
River, were overwhelmed by a blizzard and snowed under. Samuel W. Pond says
Cloud Man told him that wﬁile he lay buried beneath the snow, starving and
freezing, he remembered how often Maj. Taliaferro, the Imdian Agent at Fort
Snelling, had tried to induce him and other Indians to become farmers of the
rich land about Lake Calhoun and raise bountiful supplies of provisions, and
not be dependent upon the uncertain results of the chase and the hunt for sub-
sistence in the long, cold winters, and indeed in all seasons. Cloud Man said
that while shivering in his snow bed he solemnly vowed that if he lived fo re-
turn to Fort Snelling he would become a farmer and induce others of his band

Bo- 1016 ham,

He lived to return to his village on the Minnesota and gather-

( S,
ing a few families about him he startad(the Village of Roofed Cabins, on

/
Lake Calhoun. His village was not very large, but it was thrifty; its people

always had enough to eat. Many of the other Indians were indignant at his
proceedings and looked with scorn and sorrow upon the departure of their
brethren from the ancient ways and methods. It took a long time for the Cloud
Man and his fellow progressives to convince the old stand—pétters that the
new way was the best. The U. 8. authorities encouraged Cloud Man in his under-
takings. They recognized his authority as chief of the Lake Calhoun Indians;
furnished them with seed and tocols; plowed much of their land for them; gave
themjfirst Peter Quinn and then Philander Prescott, as teachers to instruct
then in farming, and even put up buildings for them.

Cloud Man was popular among the whites and alwaye friendly to-
ward them. A dashing and accomplished officer at the fort, Capt. Seth Eastman,

became enamored of one of the chief's daughters, about 1833, and, Pond says

was married to her "in Indian form." By her he had one child, a daughter,

whom the whites called Nancy, but who was called by the Indians the Holy
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at the mouth of Eagle Creek, also by election. He formerly belonged to Shak-
opee's band, but he/Kﬁlled a woman of that band, and fearing the vengeance ot
her relatives fled, with some of his relatives and friends, to the new location

at the mouth of the stream which has since been called Eagle Creek. The town-

,8hip of Eagle Creek, in Scott County, also helps perpetuate his name,/

““The people of Minneapolis may well be proud that such én Indiaﬁ;

as Cloud Man lived for many years on what became a prominent part of their city.
He was an industrious and prudent man and alwaye advised his pecople for the
bést. He never ceased to tell his feliow Dakotas that the time had come when,
if they wished to save their nation from ruin, they must change their mode of
life and adopt that of the white man; but only a few heeded him. Their gardens
and fields in what ie now southern Minneapolis were a great credit to their
industry and sagacity, and enabled them to live in comfort. Many of the warrio
worked in these fields, but the principal part of the farming and gardening

was done by the women, who usually dug up the ground with hoes, planted and
hoed the crop, and aided by the children drove and kept away the vast swarms

of blackbirds that attacked the corn from;§ﬁé time it was planted until it

was gathered, and sometimes dfstroyed xxxxzx entire fields.

When the treaty of Mendota was made, in July, 1851, Cloud Man
accepted the inevitable and signed. His head soldier, the Star, (Wechankpe)
and his principal men, Little Standing Wind, Scarlet Boy, Smoky Day, Iron
Elk, Whistling Wind, Strikes Walking, Sacred Clé¢ud, and Iron Tomahawk, also
"touched the goosequill" and legalized their marks to the treaty. Some of
Cloud Man's people often camped temporarily on Bridge Square in 1853 and 1853,
whe n they were no longer afraid of the Onktayhee living under the falls. In
the latter year, however, pursuant to the Mendota treaty, old Cluud Man led

his pecple to their new reservation on the uﬂpeq&innesota) andrthey began
1ife anew. When the great Outbreak occurred, many of his band became hostiles,
but the old chief remained loyal and faithful in his friendship for the whites.

He died in the first month of the great and bloody uprising, which really
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hastened his death. Almost with his last words he lamented the conduct and
the infatuation of his people and predicted the bad results that followed.

Some Indians of the Lake Calhoun village were noted. Take
Smcky Day (Ampatu Shota) for éxample. On one occasion he and another Indian,

: ‘ Covirmand S ‘

disregarding the weraings of Agent Taliaferro, went away down into Ioga and
fell upon a Sac and Fox village in the night, put 14 people to the tomahawk,
and brought back their scalps. Iron Elk (Hay-Kah-Kah Mahzah) Tesky EXEXRXRNERL

DEXTKXKRRIXXEEAXRRX was another noted character.

Early incidents of Fort Snelling history may be referred to in
connection with the record of the city, since the relations of the military
post and the municipality have always been so influential and so involved.

FIRST WHITE CHILDREN BORN.

In August, 1820, Cel. José:h Snelling arrived and relieved Lieut.
Col. Leavenworth, and on the 10th of September the corner-stcne of the command-—
ant's quarters, the first building of the new fort, was laid. Mrs. Snelling
accompanied her husband, and a few days after her arrival a little daughter
was born to her. Perhaps this was the first full-blooded white child born in
Minnesota. The child died when but thirteen months old and its interment was
the first in the new fort cemetery; previocous interments had been made on the
Mendota side of the Minnesota. <Charlotte Ouisconsin Van Cleve (n£e Clark)
was born earlier than Mrs. Snelling's baby, but in Wisconsin.

THE FIRST WHITE WOMEN.

The year 1831 was busily spent lty the garrison in the comstruc-
tion of the new fort and of the mill at St. Anthony Falls. October 1, when
the work at the mill was being supervised by Lieut. R. A, McCabe, a party
composed of Maj. Taliaferro, some officere of the fort, and the accomplished
Mrs. Gooding, visited the mill on horsebéck. Two weeks later Mrs. Gooding,

accompanied by Col. Snelling, Agent Taliaferro, and Lieut. J. M. Baxley, went

down the river, in the big keelboat "Saucy Jack," to Prairie du Chien, where

her hUSband‘,







(116)
formerly Capt. Ceorge Cooding, was post sutler at Fort Crawford, having
resigned from the service. It has been noted that Mrs. Geoding was the first
white woman to see St. Anthony Falls. The first white women in Minnesota were
the wives of the officers at Fort St. Antheny, and of these ladies Mrs. Good-
ing seems to have been the leader in accomplishments and general attractions.
In the fall of 1832 the buildings of the new Fort St. Anthony
sufficiently completed to admit of its cccupancy by the troops. In 1823
the steamboat virginia and Long's expeditien.

ANENT THE TREATY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN.

1

In 1834 Gen. Scott visited the fort and changed its name to
Fort Snelling. The same year Maj. Taliaferro escorted a delegation of
Chippewas and Sioux to Washington and arranged for the holding of a great &r
treaty at Prairie du Chien the following year. Little Crow, Wahnata%,(the
Charger) &=sl Wapasha, and Sleepy Eye were the leading Sicux chiefs. Wahnatah
was -a Yagﬁton, from Lake Traverse, and Sleepy Eye's band was at Lac qui Parle.
A1l four had their pictures painted in Washington and these were afterwards
lithographed and shown in McKenny & Hall's "Indian Tribes." The Dakotas
ed to Minnesota by way of New York. In the big city the party met Rev. Sam-
uel Peters, who said he was the owner by purchase of the Carver deed, and he
gave Little Crow a fine double-barreled gun and asked him to have his band
declare that the deed was 1@gitimate and legal. The next year Rev. Peters sent
Robert Dickson, a half-blood, some presents for him and his Indian wife; and
in the ‘same package sent a copy of the alleged deed and a long letter asking
Dickson to secure evidence among the Indians that the deed was genuine, prom-

ising a large reward in event of success, etc. Dickson investigated but could

not find the slightest evidence in favor of the authenticity of the preposter -

cus paper. e
= THE STEAMBOAT PUTNAM.

April 5, 1825, the steamboat Rufus Putnam, Capt. Moses D. Bates
/dbmmander: from 8t. Louis, arrived at Fort Snelling. The boat closely resem-

bled the Vi'—"'gil’lia-
2
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it was built in Cincinnati and named for the founder of the Marietta (Chio)
Colony ‘and not for Gen. Israel Putnam, of the Revclution. Capt. Bates resided
at Palmyra, Mo., and laid out the town of Hannibal. May 2 the Putnam came to
Fort Snelling again, thie time with goods for the Colunibia Fur Company, which,
at a point about a mile up the Minnesota, had a trading pest called Land's End.
Here the goods were delivered and thus the Putnam was the first steamboat to
ascend the Minnesota for any distance.

THE TREATY OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN. -

August 189, the great treaty of Prairie du Chien was held. Govs.
Wm. Clark and Lewis Cass represented the United States and the Indian Partici -
pants were chiefs from the Sioux, Chippeways, Winnebagces, Menomonies, Sags
and Fcxes, Ioways, and Ottawas. The most important feature of the treaty, 80
far as Minnesota history is concerned, was that Little Crow's band and all
other Sioux were compelled to remove phremanently from the east side to the
west side of the Mississippi. Little Crow soon removed hie village from
Daytoen's Bluff and Pig's Eye, 8t. Paul, to Kaposiz, where Swift & Co's packing
house now stands, at South St. Paul.

INFREQUENT MAILS.

Except in summer seasons, in early times the mail for Fort
Snelling was carried by soldiers or "coureurs du bois" to and from Prairie du

Chien, and between that point and the ocutside werld it was conveyed XEREXIgxX

in sleighs. January 28, 1826, Lieuts. Baxley ‘an Pussel%)of the Fort Snelling

garrisoq)returned from furlcugh, bringing with them the first mail that had
been received for five months.

/A BLIZZARD CAUSES

In Februery and March deep snowe fall, blizzards prevailed,
and the Indians suffered greatly. Thirty lodges of SissPtons, men women and
children, were caught in a blizzard on the Pomme de Terre River, and then cut

ff by the deep snow. Nearly all the members of the party perished; the

survivors existed only by cannibaliem. One woman named Plenty of Blankets
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ate her young child. She was brought to Fort Snelling helplessly and ﬁ%peless
ly i insane, but with a craving for human flesh. She begged Capt. Jouett to let
her kill and eat his servant girl, saying she was "fat and good." A few days
later she jumped from the high bluff in front of the fort into the ;zver and

drowned herself; the body was recovered and decently buried.

(18
PUEETINGS ON THE FIELD OF HONOR."

In the summer of 1836 there were two duels between officers of
the garrieon. Dueling was not uncommon. Col. Snelling encouraged it. When
drunk he would swagger about and offer to waive his rank and fight with any
of hie officers, even his subazlterns. Capt. Martin Scott was badly: wounded
in one of the encounters in 1836, but he mortally hurt his antagonist.

SOCIAL LIFE AT THE FORT.

Nearly all of the officers of the Fifth Infantry at Fort Snell-
_4(1,41/{ alo
ing between 18233 and 1827 were married. The lncior were Col. Snelling,

;5

Surgeon McMahon, Maj. Hemilton, Maj. Clark,(Capt,) afterwards Majog Joseph

2
Melancthon Smith, and R. A. McCabe were married, and a child of each of the

Plyupton, and g¢aptains Cruger Dennyf and Wilcox. Lieutenants Platt Green,

first two was buried in the fort cemetery. The ladies were all accompl ished

and of good families and the society was excellent. They had numerous social

‘ A,
gatherings, and even entertainments. The wife of Capt. Plympton qught the

first piano to Fort Snelling and Minnesdté)in 1826. A favorite diversion was
horseback riding. There were several good horses owned in the garrison and

@& gallop up and back to the falls was frequently indulged in. Married ladies
were generally accompanied 55 these cccasions by gentlemen other than their
husbands. Mrs. Snelling was an @ccomplished horsewoman and her escort was ¥
usually Capt. Martin Scott.* He was a splendid rider, and as.i&eutenant Col-
onel he was leading his regiment on horseback at the battle of Molino del Rey,
(near the city of Mexico) during the Mexican War, when a sharpshooter's bullet

pierced his heart and he died gallantly.

* X . I

Capt. Scott wae a Vermonter and a famoue shot with a hunting rifle. He was
the hero of the ridiculous story connecting his name with a tré=d racccon which
he was about to shont. "Dont shoot, Capt. Scott" it is alleged the coon cried;
Wi 4 z ; ~ 3 :

dont 8hogpt. Save your powder. I'll come down and you can kill me with a club
Youll be sure to hit me if you shoot,and I don't want my hide spoiled.?
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FIRST MARRIACES.

The firet marriage service in Minnesota, wherein a clef%yman
officiated was performed by Rev. Dr. Thos. 8. Williamson, the missicnary, in
the summer of 1835. The contracting parties were Lieut. Edmund A. Cgden and
Miss Cordelia Loomis, daq&hterbf the then Captain (afterwards Lieut®nant
Colonel) Gué%égus Loomis, Thiebride d been a former sweetheart of the young

> eLteen
trader, Henry H. Sibley, and %ggm letters found among the Sibley papers she
never forgot her old love.

The first marriage at the Fort occurred in August, 1830. . The
contracting parties were Adjutant Platt R. CGreen and the young daughter of
Capt. and Mrs. George Gooding. Perhaps Maj. Taliaferro performediﬁﬁé service
in hie official capacity of Indian Agent, which gave him certain magisterial
powers. He subsequently performed marriages between white perscns and between
whites and Indians and.ﬂ&xed bloeds.

FARLY STEAMBOATS AT THE FORT.

Up to May, 1836, the follewing nameéZsteamboats had arrived at
the Fort: Virginia, May 10, 18233; Neville, in 1834; Rufus Putna@}April 5, and
May 2, 1825, Rufus Putnam; Mandan and India§}later in the year; Lawrence, May

2, 1836; Scioto, Eclipse, Josephine, Fulton, Red Rover, Black Rover, Warrior,

Enterprise, and Volant, at varicus dates in 1835 and 1886J

IMMIGRANTS FROM RED RIVER.

In 18231, disheartened by the misfortunes and privations they
had endured in that locality, five Swiss families abandoned Lord Selkirk's
Colony, on the Red River, in Cenada, south of Winnipeg, and made their way

to Fort Snelling. They were kindly received by Col. Snelling and permitted

to settle on the military reservation. In 1832 the grasshoppers destroyed

the crope of Selkirk's colonists, and the following year other Swiss families
left the inhospitable country and came to Fort Snelling. Some went on to
Prairie du Chéﬁ@,to Galena, to St. Louis, and even as far as toxﬁgvay; Indiana.

After a great flood in 1826 more families, chiefly French-Swiss
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Came. Among the heads of these families were Abraham Perret (or Perry)
Joseph Rondo, Pierre and Benjamin Gervais, Louis Massie, and others, who
were among the first settlers and citizens of St. Paul. July 85, 1831, twenty
more families of the unfortunate Red River colonists came to the gort; they
had been told that the United States would give them land near the pdﬂtii?ﬁgm—
ing implementsé@and provisions to last them until they could raise a Crop.
These refugees were settled on the level lands a little north and west of Fort
Snelling and if they had been allowed to remain in that locality a mighty city,
in éompact and developed form, would have been built between the Falls and the

Minnesota River--and there nevedwould have been a St. Paul.

THE INDIAN COLONY OF EATONVILLE.

—.

Indian Agent Taliaferro encouraged Cloud Man to farm at Lake

e

ablishing a sort of Indian/ﬁblony there and furnishing its mem-

Calhoun by es£
bers with seed, implemente, and in time with two - horse plowing cutfits. It
was difficult to plow and break up the virgin tough prairie eod, however, for
wHcety,
the plows were frail, cast-iron affairs thet would break eagily and when broken
cculd not be mended. So the Indian women often dug up the stubborn sed the
first year, andafter that the soil could be plowed very easily. “Maj. Taliaferr
called the coldny Eatonville, in honor of the then President Jackson's Secre-
tary of War, Hon. John H., Eaton. Thefﬁblony was established in 1829 with
twelve femilies and Peter Quinn, a Red River refugee, was the first instructor.
He was succeeded the following year by Philander Prescott. In 1833 the p@lony
had increased to 135 Indians, men and women, and great cornfielde were planted
about Lake Calhcun and over a great partof what isrow the southern part of the
city, During the Sioux Outbreak of 1862 the Indians killed both Prescott and
Quinn, each of whom had an Indian wife. They/zuibsff Pregcott's head and
stuck it on a pole, and they pierced Quinn's bégiy’with & dozen arrows at the
battle of Redwood Ferry.

ADVENT OF THE POND BROTHERS.

In 1834 the Pond brothers, Gideon H. and Samuel W. Pond, came

to the Fort dire
Ctly fI‘C,m Cal
'@lena, al thoy
gh they
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were Connecticut men. They came as volunteer Christian missionaries to f%bor
for the conveffsion of the Minnesota Indians. They were not licensed ministers,
nor were they sent by any church or scciety. They were almost "without secrip
or purse," but simply religiocus enthusiasts, who believed they had a heaven-
inspired mission, which they must fulfill at all hazards. They endured all
gorts of hardship and privation, anq)although they did not make very many con-
verts among the Indianéythey l1abored steadfastly and unselfishly and did much
good in other ways. These worthy andl»gcod men yassed the rest of their l;ves
in Minnesota engaged in the work to which they had consecrated themselves,
and died near the principal field of their labors near Minneapolis, some years
ago.*

THE FIRST RESIDENCE IN MINNEAPOLIS.

When the Ponds first came to Fort Snelling Agent Taliaferro gent
them out to his Indian colony on Lake Calhoun. That summer (1834) they built
a log cabin, 12 by 16 feet in area and eight feet high, on a site a little east
of the lake and where afterward the Pavilion Hotel steood. Unless the 1little
rude hut connected with the Government Mill at the Falls in comsidered a dwell-
ing house, the cabin of the Pond brothers was the first white man'e residence
built on the present site of Minneapclis; at any rate it was the second struct-
ure erected. It wae certainly a residence, for here the brothers kept
bachelors' hall and cooked, ate slept, and passed their leisure time, while
the hut at the mill was only occupied by soldiers temporarily detailed to work
the mill.

It is but fair to state that the Pond brothers' humble hut. was
the actual home of the first actual citizen settlers in Hennepin County and
on the present area of Minneapolis; the people of the fort were neither sett-
lers or citizens in the proper sense of these terms. The cabin was also the
first missicn house, the firet house of divine worship, and strictly speak-
ing it was the first school room; the school teacher Baker, who came to Fort
Snelling in 1824, taught only the officer's children in their own homes.

*See S. W. Pond's book; "Two Volunteer Mis

sicnariegh" and (ifx\ -
aries" and other M;Egj hlgtﬁ7
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L 4
H. H. SIBLEY COMES TO MENDOTA.

In 1834, also, came to Fort Snelling--or to the American Fur

Company's trading post at Mendota--the accomplished Henry Hastings Sibley,

£
who became so prominent and distinguished in Minnesota history. He Eﬁhe as

chief facter of the Fur Company, succeeding the talented and gifted Alexis
Bailly, a French and Ottawa mixed blood, educated and accomplished, polished
as a courtie{)but as sharp as a hawk. He wrote and spoke French as well as
Talleyrand; but he seemed to enjoy life in Minnesota as much because he could
torment Agent Taliaferro to the verge of distraction as for any other reason.
Eﬁ?&”v
After being deposed as the chief factor of the Fur Company, he was em3oyed for

yeare as a trader under it.

DRED SCOTT AT FORT SNELLING.

la}
Major Lawrence Taliaferrg{ (commonly pronounced Talliver),the
Indian Agent, was not then connected with the regular army, although he had
been a lieutenant. He had his military title of Major by virtue of his effice

as Indian Agent, for in Minnesota Indian agents were always called "Major," ana

)

Indian Superintendents "Colonel," no matter if they had never smelled powder.

Maj. Taliaferro was from Fredericksburg, Va., and was a slave owner.

e Irhis "Autobiagraphy" (Vol. EjHist. Secy . Coll%l/the Ma jor

”sais that he was accustomed toc hire higslaves to the officers of the garriscn,

-“Q;because he had no use for them himself. In his journal, as quoted by Neill,

he says that in 1831 Capt. Plympton wanted to purchase his negro girl Eliza,
i
but he would not sell her "because," he says "it was my intention to free all

my slaves ultimately." He, however, afterward sold a black men to Capt. Gale

and one of his slave |girls, Harriet Robinson, to Dr. John Emerson, the post

surgeon. And thereby hangs a tale.
Maj. Taliaferro broughtfphe girl Harriet to the Fort in 1835.

Dr. Emerson, who had come to the fort from service at Rock Island, had a

=

black man named Dred Scott, that he had purchased from the Scott family at

St. Louis. 1In 18368 Dr. Emerson purchased Harriet from Maj. Taliaferrc and

o
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married her to his man Dred. The couple had two children, one born at Fort
Snelling and one on the steamboat Gipsy while her mother was accompanying her

g . & e ] »
mistress to 8t. Louis. In 1838 Suygeon Emerson was transferred back to Jeffer-

son Barracks, near St. Louis, and tock his negroes with him. Dr. Emerson died

in 1843 and the negroes were inherited by his wife, Mre. Irene Emerson. Nine
years later arose the famous Dred Scott case‘which was so much talked about
in the country from 1857 to 186l.

In 1852, instig#ated by certain prominent anti-slavery people
of S8t. Louis, Dred Scott was made to appear against his mistress as a suitor
for his freedem in a district court of that city. He claimed that he and his
family were entitled to their freedom because he had liyed in two free distrldﬁ

Sowwa
viz: at Rock Island, Il1l., and Ft. Snelling, then in Wiseeamsin Territory, in
both of which places slavery was prohibited; thap,by virtue of being taken to
such free soil (not running away to it) he becameA'aéd once free he must be
always free.

The St. Louis district judge, himself a slave owner, said that
E'éll such suite as Dred's should be decided if possible on the side of freedom,
and virtually gave him his free papers. The 8upreme Court of Missouri, how-
ever;_(two judges to one)/reversed this decisicn and, ae it were, remanded
Dred and his family back to slavery. Mrs. Emerson then sold Scott and
Harriet tec a man nameqﬁ?andford, a wealthy resident of New York City, but
who kept his negroes in St. Louis. In 1853 the anti-slavery people of St.
Louis again had Dred Scott suing for his freedom, this time against Sandford
and in the U. S. Circuit Court. In May, 1854, that court remdered a decree
that Scott and hies family "are negro slaves, the lawful property of the defend-
ant," John F. A. Sandford. Scott's attorneys appealed the decisicn by a writ
of error to the Supreme: Court ofAthe Unifed Statés. In March, 1857, that
Court directed the Circuit Court to dismiss the case, saying that Dred Scott
wae a slave and net a citizen and had no right to sue and no standing in
court; that he did not become free by reason of his four years' residence on

free soil. Col. Sandford, Scott's owner was prominently connected with the
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But in the meantime Sandford had died and the slaves had de-

scended to certain of his heirs, the family of a Republican member of Congress

from Massachquggs{)

Y

g Nl < | :
(&hls family hired out the negroes for somﬁtlme in 8t. Louis,

but.finally sold them to certain philanthropic people that wished to set them
free. These people conveyed'@hem to Taylor Blow, a druggist of St. Loui§ﬁwho
eémancipated them May 36, 1857, two months after the U. 8. Supreme Court had
consigned them to slavery during their life time. (See Scott vs. Emerson, 19
Howard, p. 393; Nic. & Hay, Life of Lincoln, Vol. 2, Chap. 5 and also foot“note
B, 8%} Minn. in Three Cents., Veol. 3.) il

A few old citizens who were youths in 1835-38, and who have
died recently, remembered Dred Scott and Harriet when they were at Fort Snell-
ing. Wm. L., Quinn, the noted half-blood scout, son of Peter Quinn, who liveaq
near the fort, often said that Dred and his wifa were apparently of pure
African blood, jet black and shiny; that they were mildly disposed, inoffensive
people, but of a low order of intelligence and did not like the Indians. Dred
Was fond of hunting and quite successful as a deer-stalker.

The only resident of Minnesota that was a slave owner was Alfxis
Bailly, who purchased a black woman (Neill say®s a man) from Maj. Garland,
and used.her @s a house servant and as a maid for his mixed blocd Indian wife,
the daughter of John B. and Pelagie Faribault. At first the Sioux were greatly
diverted by the negroes. They called the black people "black Frenchmenfj(Wah—
sechon Sappa) followed them about, felt their woolly heads, and then laughed
heartily. Another negro slave, James Thompson, was purchased by the/Mission—
aries at Kaposia from a Fort Snelling officer. He had an Indian wife and had
acquired the Sioux 1anguag§)and the mission people wanted him for an interpre-
ter. Of course they set him free. He seemed to be a devout Christian, but

soon fell from grace and went wrong. After a time he fell back again, then

fell out again and sold whisky, and finally became a Methodist and died in
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hope of eternal happiness.

GEN. ZACHARY TAYLOR AT FORT SNELLING.

The first commanders of Fort Snelling were Lieut. Col. Henry
Leavenworth from September 1819, to June, 182%; Col. Josiah Snelling, from

Jun@,lBB% to May, 182§j Capt. Thomas Hamilton}in May and June, 1835,
Lieut. Col. Willoughby Morgan to December, 1885; Col, Snelling agaig'
November, 1837, and then Maj. J. H. Vose, to May 24, 1838. All these officers
were of the Fifth Infantry. Then came Lieut. Col. Zachary Taylor, of the First
Infantry, who commanded from May, 1838, to July 13, 1829, or fourteen months.

In after years, when he had become so distinguished as a fightin
general and had been elected President of the United States, the Lieut. Colonel
commanding Fort Snelling in 1838-29 was again connected with the history of
Minnesota. Among his very first duties after he became President was the

: éQZZQ

appointment of the officials for the then new Territorz}now the North Stara
He appointed Alexander Ramsey the first Gevernor, Chas. K. Smith, the first
Secretary, etc. To Delegate H. H. Sibley President Taylor expressed his regret
that he had not been permitted to sign the bill creating Minnesota Territory,
because he had been connected with its early history and believed it would be-
come a great State. "Your winters are long and cold," sflad the President to
the Delegate; "I know, for I spent one there. But your climate is exceedingly
bracing and probably the healthiest in the union. With prcper care good crops
can be raised there, for I have seen them growing--—as good wheat as I ever
gsaw-—-and we raised very fine vegetables of all kinds at the Fort. Then you
have vast forests of lumber which alone will make your State great, and St.

Anthony bdlls is prooaoly the greatest ﬂate“ power in the ﬁ%rli 3
- & (\W% ZM#A . IUIPR———

While at Fort Snelling Gen. Taylor ﬂ\éxhls wife, his four

daughters, and his three-year,old son Richard, who became a distinguished

confederate general. One of the daughters, Sarah Knox, familiarly called

"Knox," married Jefferson Davis, a few years later, at the home of her aunt,
a few miles in the rear of Louisville, Ky. It is often esaid that the marriage

Was the result of an elopement, but it was not even clandestine; a number © ¢
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of her near relatives were present, although her father had refused his ®onsent
She died three months later.

L)
INDIAN FIGHTS AND TRAGEDIES NEAR MINNEAPOLIS.

Perhaps the most noted incidents of early history which
occurred in the near vicinity of Minneapolis between 1830 and lBﬁQ.were

certain hostile encounters between the Sioux and Chippewa Indians whereinfwuuﬁy

lives were lost. Soﬁany of these affairs occurred throughout the State that

their enumeration and description at this late day would be most difficult.
Some of them were rather formidabiﬁi&ﬁ&% none of them were of any more
consequence and influence on the welfawre of the country than 4we fights
between packs of wolves.

On a night in May, 1837, some Sandy Lake Indians, under the
old Flat Mouth, were asleep in their camp in fromt of Maj. Taliaferro's
agency house and under the guns of Fort Snelling. Nine Siovux from Penechonts
village, with gune and tomahawks, crept up in the darkness and fired into
the sleeping Ghippewas,/ﬂélling four and wounding eight. Within two days
Col. Snelling forced four of the Sioux that had fired so cowardly and cruelly
upon sleeping men, women, and children to run the gauntlet before the guns
of the Chippewas. All ran gallant1§ but all were shot down and killed be-
fore they had proceeded a hundred yards. The Ghippewas rubbed their hands
in the bloody wounds of their dead enemies and then licked their fingers
with great relish. After scalping and mutilating the bodies they pitched

them over the blﬁiiéééékygLﬁg;E§4 ﬂaigévuééQﬁ;éaﬁﬁéﬁgzz

In July, 1838, there was a stirring, tragic, and altogether
Tura

a most remarkable affair between fthe twoit ipes in the perpetuation of their

) wwﬁmuv?iiztﬁ%z weiolin, wiwety o el wad G greal Ay el z
feud.% deveral hundred Chippewas came down from their country to Fort Snell-
ing with the mistaken idea that they were to receive some money under the
treaty of 1837. They came in two columns. Hele-in-the-Day led the Pillage?
vand and the Mille Lacs down the Mississippi in cances to St. Anthony

Fallg)where they encamped. The St. Croix Chippewas came down that river from

Pokegama to Stillwater in canoes and then marched across the country to
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Fort Snelling, and encamped a mile or so north of the fort, near Cloud Man's
band at Lake Calhoun.

All the Sioux bands in the neighborhood came forward and greet-
ed their old time enemies very cordially, and they and the U. S. Aﬁthorities
entertained them most bountifully and hospitably. Hole-in-the-Day's Indians
came down to Lake Calhoun and joined in the feasting and the fraternizing.
Everybody said the tomahawk wae buried forever and henceforth there would be
profound peace between Chippewa and Sioux. This most exemplary condition
lasted four days, and then the Chiprewas set out to return to their homesg,
each colugn taking the route over which it had come. By special invitation
the Pokegama Chippewas went first to Little Crow's Kaposia village (nbw South
St. Paul) and spent some hours in friendly visit and then went on to Still=
water.

But two young men of Hole-in-the Day’s/ﬁbntingent had "bad
hearts" all this time. They were from Milie Lacs and claimed that the
Sioux had killed their father the year before. When their party set out

N

e return heme they remained behind. The next morning, well armed, they

slipped down to near Cloud Man's village and hid themselves on the southeast-

n side of Lake Harriet, in the tall grass, by a path that ran on the east

S
J
side of the lake and then on to a great body of timber, a wild pigeon grove,

on the Minnesota.

Just after daylight on the morning of July 2, an Indian whose

proper name was Hku-pah Choki mah-zah, or Middle Iron Wing came along the

path where the Chippewas were Bmbushed. He was on his way to the pigeon
L —
roost to kill pigeons before early morning|came, when they would fly away ,

—

returning at dark. He had a boy of 123 *with him and each had a gun. He

was often called the Badger, and this is the name given him in some his-

tories, He was a son-in-law of Chief Cluud Man and a nephew of Zitkahda

*In the spring of 1895 the writer interviewed this "boy", but he was then

68 and bearing the white man's name of David Watson. He was then at Flandran
S. D., where he died a few years later. He was :=a nephew of Middle Iron
Wing and well remembered the incident. B—IL—H. :
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Doota, (or Red Bird) the "medicine man" of the band, but who in this in:.
stance became its head soldier.

In the tall grass and weeds lay the two Chippewas, every
A

muscle strained and tense and their eyes gleaming with excitement and hate,

like tigers in a jungle about to leap upon their prey. When the Badger

came up within easy gunshot they fired at the same instant and both bullets
struck him, killing him instantly. They rushed forward and took his scalp
and then slunk away through the tall grass towards Minnehaha, or the "Little
Falls," as they were often called. The boy had thrcwn himself in the grass
beside the path and was lying still. The Indians said they saw him, but
forbore to kill him. As soon as they had gone the lad sprang up and ran back
to the village, crying with all his might, "Hkah-hkah Tonwan! Hkah-khah-Ton-
wan! *orf%he Chippewas! the Chippewasl))

The boy's soprano screams rang like silver fire-bells and were
heard at the mission house as soon as at the Indian tepees. The Pond broth-
ers were at the side of the murdered warrior as soon as his comrades were,
and it is from Saml. W. Pond's printed record (see "Two Missionaries") that
we get the details of the murder and of the terrible events that followed.

The body of the Badger was borne back to the village, where, as it were, it

A crowd scon gathered about the scalpless, bloody corpse.
Red Bird bent over it and kissed it, though the blood was yet ocozing. Then
he removed from the body the ornaments which had bedecked it, and, holding
them up where all could see, he solemnly swore: nT will avenge you, O, my
nephew, though I too am killed!" Turning to the assembled warriors he de-
manded that they toc avenge their comrade, and they fairly yelled that they
would.

There was a sudden and a very wild excitement among the
Sioux that morning . Swift messengers bore the startling and astounding

Pl e e ity SR B e

*Meaning literally People of the Waterfalls, the Sicux name for the

g%ippﬁwag who, when the Sioux first knew them, lived at the Falls of Sault
¢e. Marie.







as! The Chippewas! They have turned treachercusly back from their
ho@;érd joeurney and are butchering us! Middle Iron Wing is alrezdy killed!
On the bank of Lake Harriet—-there lies his dead bedy, all Tloody! Go and
gsee it. DBut get your fighting implements ready first!"
In two hours Cloud Man's warriors, Red Bird at the head,

J
ready and eager for the war path. Then in another hour the warriors from

stripped almost @B naked as Adag}but painted and armed for fight, were all

the other villages began to arrive. They came from Good Road's village,
from Bad Hail's, from B@lck Dog's, from Eagle Head's, and even from Shakopee's.
Little Crow's men did not come, as will be explained, but the plan was made
known to him.

The plan was soon arranged. The Chippewas were to be pursued

on both of the routes they had taken. Little Crow (o'r)Sig Thunder) and his

Kaposia-band, because they were miles nearer to them, were to follow after

the St. Gfgiinbhippewas;;ﬁitthhom‘they had an o0ld account to settle anyhow,
and overtake them at Stillwater if possible. The other bands were to pursue
Hole-in-the-Day's people and those from the Mille Lacs. Each pursuing party
largely outnumbered the Chippewas it pursued, the latter being composed
largely of women and children, while the Siocux were all warriors. s

The Sicux came to the war path painted, armed, moccasined,
and victualed, and all eager as wolves on the scent. In effect the warriors
were sworn into service. The cath or pledge wae brief but strong. It bound
him who tock it to fight to the death and to show no quarter to any living
Chippewa thing. No mercy was to be asked and none was to be given. The
babe was to be served as the grandsire and the virgin as the warrior.

The authorities at the Fort did not offer to interfere; it
would not have been of any use. The Sioux hurried up to St. Anthony Falls
and crossed the river by detachments in canoces, landing on the east bank,
just above the head of Nicollet Island. Samuel W. Pond went up and viewed

the crossing, which wasfot effected until near sundown. Red Bird, soc Pond
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tells us, caused his 400 warriors to be seated in & line, down which he

marched, naked except for breech-clout and war paint, laying his hand on
every warrior's head and bidding him fight to the last for the sake of the

Dakota gods and the honor of the Dakota nation. ﬁIt had been a hot July day,

but the war pargy.started as scon as the favor oﬁAL%s gods had been invoked,
marched all nightland just before day reached Hole-in-the-Day's camp on

Rum River. Little Crow and his warriors marched all night and argived at
Stillwater at daylighg finding the Chippewas in camp, but ready to embark
en the 8t. Croix for their homes. T o Torirerv.

Red Bird managed wellk He waited until the Chippewa hunters
had gone ahead on the trail and dispersed themselves on either side of the
road to kill game for thé subsistence of the party, and these hunters were
half of the Chippewa warriors. Not every warrior had a gun, but every gun
was loaded only with bird shot. The camp had just been broken up and the
morning column, composed largely of women and children , was stringing out
when Red Bird gave the signal for attack by a loud and long war whoop. The
Sioux sprang forward with gun and spear and tomahawk. The Chippewa women
and children fled in horror and dismay; the Sioux leapéed upon them and cut
them down. The men present with guns fought as best they could, but what
could they do with bird shot?

In a little time the Chippewa hunters had ccme back and then
the killing was not all on one side. Oh; no! Hole in the Day and his warriors
always did their share of killing in a battle. The Chippewas, frenzied at
the sight of their dead and mangled women and children, fought with such
desperaticn that in twenty minutés the Sioux were retreating from the field,
leaving their dead, and some ¢f their disabled. Shakopee* and his Prairieville
band were|made the rearguard and had all they could do to keep back the in-
furiate Chippewas. Once, when hard pressed and his men were not supported,

he rode among the other chiefs and complained: "You have poured blood on me,"

he said, "anﬁnow you run away and leave me."

e e e ~ 5 o &

*Father of the fhief hung at Fort Snelling.
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Shakopee, Red Bird, and some otheg!‘H@re on horseback, hawving

made their horses swim the Mississippi. Red Bird was killed. He rode upon
a Chippewa who wa.s in his death agonies, but ®till held his loaded gun. Re
Bird dismounted to finish him with his knife, when the dying warrior shot
him through the neck and the noted medicine man and fighter fell a corpse
and into the hands of his enemies . His son, a lad of 15, was mortally
wounded., As they were bearing him frog the field he noticed that his intes-.
tines were dangling from his wound anéz:éid: "I wish my father could see
this." Told that his father was killed he did not utter a word more, but
closed his eyes and scon joined him in the "happy hunting grounds."

The Chippewas followed the Sioux for some miles, and killed
three and wounded 25 of Shakopee's rear guard. At last they turned back to
bury their dead, to care for their stricken ones, and to chop to pieces the
bodies of the dead and wounded of their enemies left on the slaughter field.
The Sioux bore away 7C scalps, at least 50 of which were those of women and
children. Some of the Chippewas killed were not scalped. The Sicux had
18 warriors killed and carried off about 50 wounded, some of whom afterward
died, one when he was being lifted from a canoe on the west bank of the
Mississippi. (See“Two Missionaries;" aiso Vol. 3, Minn. in Three Cents )

Meanwhile Big Thunder's Kaposia warriors had been successful
to a degree; for they too were forced to retreat from the field. The Chippewas
were in their camp at Stillwater in the big ravine where the penitentiary
now stands. At the same hour when Red Bird attacked the Chippewas on, Rum

D1
River, Big Thundaﬁattacked the# St. Croix and Pekegama people. Thei}had
crept up within gunshot and bowshot, and, without warning, suddenly poured
a plunging and deadly fire from the crest of the bluff upon their enemies’
camp. The Chippewas behaved well. They retreated toward the St. Croix,
women and children going first, and the men protecting the rear, fighting
'f;braveiy. Near the shore they halted and checked the Sioux, finally driving

them back and away from the battle ground, but not in time to prevent them

from taking about 20 scalps and cutting off and carrying away half a




s

dozen heads. Mhe Sioux retreated in a oanlf,a]+hough the Chippewas did
pursue them beyond the crest of the bluffs. The fighting wase witnessed |

Wm. A. Aitkin, the trader, (for whom the county was named) and by Mrs. Lydia

Ann Carli, KE sister of Joseph R. 3vow?}3who 1ived in the big log castle

at Stillwater (then called "Dakota") which her brother had bbllw.

In both battles the Chippewas lest 95 killed, 75 at Rum River
and 20 at Stillwater. The Sicux lest 13 killed at Rum River and five at
Stillwateg,or 17 in all. The whole number of wounded cannot well be estimated.
The Chippewas carried all of their wounded back to their villages, those from
Rum River on litters and those from Stillwater in cances, at least a great

rt of the way.

The scene at Fort Snelling when the Sicux returned from their
victories wae cne of wild and fierce exultation. Rev. Gideon H. Pend, who
was present, wrote: "It seemed as if hell had emptieeiitself here."
paraded their bloody scalps and ghastly heads with great ostente
for the delectation of the white spectators. They yelled
they worked themselves into a state of delirium and frenzy. They kept up
the scalp dance idall their villagesfor a month. Why not? They had ©5
scalps!

The Pond brothers and the officers of the Fort saw the great
and horrid celebration but did not interfere. There were cther witnesges.
There were at the Fort Snelling at the time the Right Reverend Bishop Mathias
Loras and his assistant, the Abbe Pelamourgues, Catholic-ecglesiﬁﬁtics'staflon—
ed at Dubuque, who had come up to loock after the interests of the Mother
Church in this quarter. The gentle-souled, mild-mannered Bishop was in-
expressably shocked at the loathsome and hideous spectacle f the dancing
and howling Sioux and their ghastly trophies, and he shed tears of heart-
sickness and horror as he looked upon it.

One of the two young Chippewas that shot the Badger and brought

the disasters upon their people died at Mille Laes in 1903, To the late Wm.

L. Quinn, of St. Paul, who at one time was a trader among them and Who




®

himself had Chippewa blood in his véine, they told the story. It i%now

Well known that after they had done the shooting they made their way to the
"Little Falls," now the Falls of Minnehaha)andfzééé their escape as they
planned to. Behind the broad sheet of water that formed the cataract proper,
snug under the deep shelving bluff over which the water pcured, they crawled
and hid themselves. Here they remained that day and night and the following
day. They reascned +pmt the Siocux would not search carefully for them,but
would follow their brethren; and when the Dakota warriors had gcne they would
8lip away in the darkness and go back to Mille Lacs. All about the Falls there
were brambles and brushwood, and the kread sheet of falling water hid them

as if they were behind? big white blanket. On the second night they crept
away, swam the Mississippi by the aid of a log, and got safely back to their
village. They were very sorry that the fire they kindled had caused so much
digstress and sadness, but their pecple forgave them because they had meant
well and from the Indian point of viewigg%éd bravely.

The battles between the Sicux and Chippewas in the first days
of July, 1839, are to be remembered in connection with the history of Minne-
apolis. They were the largest affairs of the kind that occurred in Minnesota
after the supposed great battle between the twe tribes near Mille Lacs about
1750, or perhaps about 1760, and they were planned on the present
Minneapolis. Nearly all the Sicux warriers that fought in it were from or
near the city'e site, set out from her%,ani returned here. At least 115
Indians of both sides were killed--more than the aggregate of all the Indians
that died cn Minresota battle fields after 1760, including those killed in
fight and hung at Mankato during the Siocux Outbreak of 18623.

Intelligence of the affairses, generally exaggerated

ails, went to all parts of the country. Writing from St. Louis Ju
Robert E. Lee, then a captain of U. 8. Engineers and who had been

engineering work on the Mississippi up as far as Prairie du Chien, wrote to

his associate officer, Lieut. Joseph: E. Johnston, about these Indian battles.
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(It will be understood that both these officers were afterwards the two

principal Confederate generals.) After menticning an excugsion party that

had recently geone up the river on a steamboat to the FallczJFf Anthony, "with

music play ing and colors flying," and which their mutual friend "Dick"
\whoever he was) had accompanied from Galena, Capt. Lee wrote:

News recently arrived that the Sicux had fallen upon
the Chippewas and taken 130 (eic] scalps. The Hole in the
Day, Dick's friend, had gone in advance with the larger
party and they did not come up with him. It is expected
that this chief, who is represented as an uncommon man,
will take ample revenge, and this may give rise to fresh

i e. ) /i e e f i Yoy 3
rouble You will see the full aceccunt in th&@iﬁﬁii§£¢d° A?é;&gf"

The letter in full is printed in Gen. Long's, and Letters of
/| Lee, at page 35, but it has never before been noticed in a'ﬁinﬁEEE?? publi=
cation.

i N )
)y X ! FLEEAL L N7 LA V_¢ 7
Cee dﬂ&vﬂjL fedticar youea dysty «

— /
Llar g






