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THE CHIPPEWA AND SIOUX TREATIES OF 1837--THE INDIAN TITLE TO THE EAST BANK
OF THE MISSISSIPPI PURCHASED, MAKING POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT AND DEVELCPMENT AT
ST. ANTHONY FALLS--OPERATIONS BEGUN HERE AND ON THE ST. CROIX--FRANKLIN

TEELE LAYS THE FIRST FOUNDATIONS OF MINNEAPCLIS AT ST. ANTHONY--LATER

VISITORS AND EXPLORERS EXAMINE THE CCOUNT 1Y——FV1 THE é‘ITﬁﬂwT“” CATLIN, AND
(A

NICOLLET--MINNEAPOLIS CAMP NEAR BEING IN %ﬁﬂﬂ——CanAIh DANGEROUS CRISES IN
'HE HISTORY OF THE CCUNTRY NAFROWLY PASSED--A MICHTY METRCPOLIS ON THE I
SNELLING SITE PREVENTED BY THE ILL CONDUCT OF A MILITARY BOSS--THE BAN

(ENT OF WORTHY SETTLERS LEADS TO THE BUILDING OF ST. PAUL







(135)

NNEAPOLIS.

Prior to the year 1837 every fcot of land in what is now the
gtate of Minnesota~-except the little reservation about Fort Snelling--was
in primeval condition and barbaric ownership. The country was redzpeop;ed
and virgin, and a white man might not make hie home anywhere in all thaé great
eéxpanse withcut permission of the Indians. These péople held the land scle-
ly by the right of conquest and the rule of might, having taken it by force
from weaker brethren and defended it againset stronger. It wae theirs, there-
fore, under Rob Roy's rule:
"***the simple plan,
That they should take who have the power,
And they should keep who can."
The mighty resources of the country, the iron, the granite,

the spil, the waterspower, were as they had been for thousande of years. The

great water-power at St. Anthony's Falls was unharnessed and undiverted and

e e s Cc ¥y, h0 -
the Mississippi flowed unvexed to the sea.” But in 1837 a breach was made in

the barriers that had shut out the forces of civilizaticn, and through the

sccn came the advance guard of the great army of progress whose many
battalions were not far to the rear. A feoothold was obtained wherecn white
men could stand and from whence they cculd not be driven:. It was made possible
and lawful to take away the great Falls of St. Anthony of Padua fxkxaxhzs
from the Onktayhee or tihe Indian gods that controlled them and make them sub-
serve the uses of mankind, and the way was clear to found a greét city at their

ity

8 . Two treaties were made with the Chippewa and Sioux which opened the Iznds

ite
Aeast of the Mississippi in this quarter to white settlement. It would follow
Ithdands west of the river would soon pass under the same control. 4kzt—the

.
In July, 1833 Coverncr Henry Deodge, of Wisconsin Territor§-~

te which division of the naticnal domain the ccuntry east of the Missiseippi

and now in Poutheastern Minnesota then belonged--made a treaty with the

Chippewa Indians at Fort Snelling for the cession of their lands in Boutheast-

ern Minnesota an;lﬂbuthwestern Wisconsin. The treaty was signed July 29, but

Az
Was not wé&tified by the Senzte until June 15 ef the following year. It was

@& Cfre-
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occasion. Maj. Taliaferro's journal says there were 1,200 Chippewas pﬂ!%ent.
They came from all their villages between Lake Superior and.the Mille Lacs,
and this was the largest convocation of the tribe ever assembled in Minnesota.

Under present conditions the boundary line of the ceded territ-
ory ran from the mouth of the Crow Wing River ("Kah-gee Wugwan Sebe" in
Chippewa) almost directly east to the Upper Lake St. Crecix, about 30 miles
southeast of Duluth; thence, generally east, to within 30 miles ZEmikExEx
mXx®uxuxk of the Michigan line; thenck south about 60 miles, or due west of
Mencuonie, "Wisconsin; thence, in a general direction south, by way of Plover
Portage to a point twelve miles south of Chippewa Falls; thence, northwesterly,
to the mouth of the Wetab River, eight miles abcve St. Cloud, and thence to
the mouth of the Crow Wing, the place of beginning.

}f 4‘77:’:'-&'-‘: L :
: what is now Minnesota the boundary line included the

|
southern part of the Zounties of Crow Wing, Aitkin, and Pine; all of Morriscn

east of the Missiesippi; all of Mille Lacs, Kanabec, Benton, Isanti, Chisago,
Sherburne, Anoka, Washington, and Ramsgy. It also included the greater part
©f northern and western Wisconsin, practically confining the Chippewas of
that then Territory teo the/ﬂbmparatively narrow strip along the scuthern
shore of Lake Superior.

In consideraticn of the cession of this vast expan se of
country, amounting to fully 60,000,000 acres, the Indians were tc receive less

than two_cents an acre, or $810,000 in goode and money, payable in twenty

annual installments to the members of the tribe; and the further sum of $200,00(
tc be divided,--§100,000 to the half brecds of the Chippewa naticn, and $100,00(
for debts due by members of the nation to traders and other whites. Of this
latter $100,000, there was to be paid to Wm., A. Aitkin, $25,000; to Lyman M.
Warren, $25,000; to Hercules L. Dousman, $5,000., Aitkin and Warren were
married to ghippewa women. Many of Warren's descendants are yet prominent
members of the Chippewas of Mirnesota. Not until June 15, 1838, however, did

the U. S. Senate ratify and confirm the provisions of this treaty, so that it
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did not become effective untilthat date. 9
The treaty was signed by Gov. Henry Dodge, as the U. 5.
Commissicner, and by the following named Chippewas of Minnesota--Wisconsin
-e

Chjppg-gs not named:

‘ff From Leech Lake--Chiefs: Flat Mouth and Elder Brother. Warriors:
iﬁﬁ% &
Ycung Buffalo, The Trap, Chief of the Earth, Big Cloud, Ra@bbit, Sounding Sky,

and Yellow Robe.

From Gull Lake and Swan River——Chiégéé Hole in the Day and

Strong Ground. Warriors: White Fisher and Bear's ﬁeart.

From St. Croix River—-Chf%%s' Buffale and Flat Mouth. Warriors;
Young Buck, Cut Ear, and Coming Home Hhuﬁgplng.

From Mille Lacs——ChlefS'ﬁ qot g8 Liver and First Day. Warriors:
The Sparrow and Both Ends of the Sky.

From Sandy Lake--Chiefs: The Brcoch, Bad Boy, and Big French-

=~ man. Warriors: Spunkhsn@ Man Thdt Stands Fllst

awk

A

2, ' From Snake HlVCr——Chl“fS‘ The Nlnu, Little Six, Lone Man ,

..4'

-
Th&~Feather. Warriors: th;l%giﬂb* thman and ullb@f. i

From “eo;,u ﬁ.ﬁﬁ¥anols Gour»au, a Chippewa hulf-blooa

Amoﬁg ths w1tnef&es to the 51gnatures were Maj. Lawrence
“E i
- #E
Taliaferro,‘ﬂaf .“*Martnr Scott, on”@@h Dr. John Emerscon, H. H. Sibley,

H. L. Dousmen, Lyman I, Warﬂ"?fiff J. N. Nicollet, Rev.. D. P.

SRR

Bushnell Peter Qulnn, anu ucott uampbellv,~THe lsst two, with Stephen Bonga
a’ﬁ' &
and Baptiste Dubay, were Indlan interpreters:

By this treaty the United States secured the most valuable
pine lands in Boutheastern Minnesota and Western Wisconein frem the Chippewas,
who claimed them, The timber districts then obtained were not entirely cut
over in forty years, and not until they had yielded many millions of dollars
in as good lumber as was ever cut. Ha

. 03 : : 1 2 1 ‘
This treaty, also,-—in connection with the treaty with the #O

Sicux, made two months later,-- opened the whole of what are now Washington
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and Ramsey Counties and the small partof Hennepin County which is east @ the
Mississippi, but which was large enough to contain St. Anthowny, now that part
of Minneapolis on that sideof the river. And of course this included the land
at the east end of St. Anthony Falls where the first improﬁ&ents of the Falls
were to be made by civilians. The vast cession contained pine timber enough
to supply the entire country of Minnesota as well as many other markets, and
the mills at the east end of St. Anthony Falls would reduce this timber to

l1umber.

The way was opened, therefore, for the building of a great city

at the Falls of St. Anthony of Padua, and when the fcundations of that city

were fairly laid it was called Minneapclis.

The treaties also opened to permanent white occupation and
settlement the f<trst land in Minnesota on which the first settlements were
really made, viz: at Gray Cluud Island, at Stillwater, at St. Paul, and at
East or North M;?EEEEEEEE;J

(:}hcrefore these treaties are important to be considered among
the incidents pertaining to the foundation of Minneapeolis. They were the
first authoritative measures and proceedings which made the city possible.
All information about them, therefore, ought to be of interest to every

Minneapolitan.

THE SIOUX TREATY.

Notwithstanding that,by the treaty of Prairie du Chin#, of
1824, the Sicux apparently ceded away all their lands in Minnesota east of
the Mississippi for the benefit of the Chippewas, yet the Government rec—
ognized and admitted that they still held a sort of title to them. So in
1837 there was made with them another treaty, which in effect was a sort of
quitaclaim d@ed from them to the land east of the river.

In September, pursuant to orders from the Indian Department,
a delegation of about 30 chiefs and."head men" of the Medawakanton band of

Sioux, in charge of the agent, Maj. Taliaferro, left Fort Snelling on the

steamboat Pavilion
= y 2

Cé;ptain .
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Lafferty, for Washington to make fhe treaty referred to. At. Kaposia viglage,
below St. Paul, the chief of the band, Big Thunder, (or Little Crow 1V.) .
and his pipe-bearer (Wind That upsets) came aboard; at Red Wing the Walking
Buffaleo and his head soldier, and at Winona Chief Wabasha and his head soldier,
ExExEx took passapge, making in all a delegation of 36. \

A number of white men, chiefly fur traders, interested in the
treaty, accompanied the delegation. The American Fur Company gent H. H.
Sibley, its chief factor; also Alexis Bailly, Joseph La Framboise, Alex.-Rocque,
Francois La Bathe, Alexander and Oliver Faribault, and other traders. They
wanted to secure a provision in the treaty that abcut $100,000 should be paid
them out of the money allowed the Indians in discharge of the debts due them
from s)gd Indians for gecods had and obtained.

The treaty was concluded and signed September 39, (1837) by
Joel R. Poinsett, then Secretary of War, who was, Dy special appointment,
the Commissioner on the part of the Government. None but Indians of the
Medawakanton band signed, for they were the only ones interested. The cession
included "all their land east of the Mississippi River and all their islands
ingaid river." Theland east of the river was a strip varyiﬂg from a mile to
a few miles in width from the mouth of the Bad Ax (opposite the extreme south-
eastern corner of Minnesota) up to the mouth of the Watab. It was an in-
definite extent of country and there was no possible way of computing 1ts area.
It could not be said that the Indians had a good title to the cguntry) gsince
they had already surrendered it to other Indiane and had abandoned it twelve

years before. Under all the circumstances, therefore they were fairly well

rwxﬁ

The interest on $300,000 at five per cent forever; for their

paid féi recelv1nv and to receive, the following sums:

mixed blood relatives and friends, $110,000; to pay their debts to the trad-
ers, $90,000; an annuity for twenty years of $10,000 in goods, or §$200,000;
for the purchase for themselves of medicines, farming implements, and live
stock, and the support of a physician, farmers, and blacksmiths, etc.,
$8,250 annually for twenty years; for a supply of useful articles, to be

furnished
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immediately, $10,000; for the purchase of provisions, to be delivered f#e by
the United States, §5,500 a year for twenty years; "for the chigfs and braves
8igning this treaty, 6,000 in goods upon their arrival in St. Louis." The
Sioux received for the land which they virtually only quit-claimed at this
thm%¢ farmore, in proportion fo its area, than they obtained for any other
land that they ever released tc the United States.

On the part of the Indians the treaty was signed by the follow-
ing chiefs and "head men" of the Medawakanton bands: Chiefs--Big Thunder,
Grey Iron, Walking Buffalo, Good Road, Cloud Man, Eagle Head, and Bad Hail.
Head Men--Standing Cloud, Upsetting Wind, Aflan’Iron Cloud, Comes Last, Iron
with Pleasant Voice, Dancer, Big Iron, Shakes the Earth, Red Road, Ruds gfter
Clouds, Walking Circle, Stands on Both Sides, and Red Lodge. These were all
of the upper sub-bands of the Medawakantons.

For some reason which cannot here be explained neither Wabasha
or any of his sub-band signed the treaty, although he was present and he was
head chief of the entire Medawakanton band. A considerable portion of the
ceded country along the Wisconsin shore of the Mississippi was only immed-
iately across the river, from the Minnesota lands of Wabasha and his people,
and they must have had an interest in its dispositiocn; but their signatures tc
the treaty do not appear in the printed copy.*

In 1820 the Siocux bands about Mendota gave, or attempted to give,

the island in the Missiesippi opposite Fort Snelling, and commonly called

Pike's Island, to their/Kﬁnswoman, Mrs. Pelagie Faribault, the mixed-blood

wife of old Jean Baptiste Faribaulﬁjthe trader that lived on the island. A%t
this treaty of 1837 Alexis Bailly, her son-in-law, presented the deesd given
Mre. Faribault by the Indians and scught to have it acknowledged in one of
the treaty provisions, but the demand was refused. Following is an extract
from the deed itself, which is dated August 9, 1820, and fully signed:

U. 8. Stats. at Large, Vol. 7, "Indian Treaties," pp. 539-40.
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=\
Also, we do hereby reserve, give, grant, and convey
to Pelagie Farribault, wife of John Baptist Farribault
and to her heirs forever, the island at the mouth of the
River St. Pierre, being the large island containing by
estimation 330 acres*** the said PBlagie Farribault being
s ‘ . X . y/
the daughter of Franccis Kinie, by a woman of our nation.

At one time Pike's Island--or Faribault's Island, as it came
to be called,--was considered valuable. John B. Faribault lived on it in'a
scmewhat pretentious establishment, and had the greater part of it under cul-
tivation. It was thought thap,frcm its situaticn, it was destined to be a
grezt trading site. Samw%/ C. StambBugh, at one time post sutler of Fort
Snelling, and later a trader, offered $10,000 for it, but the offer was refused

v
But in 1838 came aFM1381381pJ1 River flood which subme rged the isTand and welly

+{ nigh swept away everything upon it, Faribault's buildings included; in 1839

¢ At
came another which completed the destiction and nearly every vestige of im-

provement wae washed off. Mrszgfaribault's é;érship was refused in the treaty;
the Government finally deuldedjthat the 1sldnga?elgngeﬂ to the Jnited States,
under the Plne trﬂaty, tggﬂﬁa¥dbau1ts were rﬂfused anything for their im-
prOVements and not-leng afterward, in ihdicnaticn and disgust,+and mortifiea
bécause they had refused Stambaugh's Qiier $f $10,000 for.it, they abandoned
it permanently, leaving it in”the O!ncrbhlp of the Government and at the

mercy of the Great -Father of$maters whenfhe indul ges “tn his custocmary

sprees in the spring.

THE "SOONERS" BEGINSOPERATICNS.

Gov. Dodge's treaty w%;h the Chippewas at Fort Snelling for
the cession of the St. Croix ccuntrfﬁ;as signed July, 29, or practically Aug-
ust 1, 183%. Hardly was the ink of the s;gnatures dry on the paper when
Franklin Steeles J Dr. Fitch,=Jeremiah Russell, and a man named Ma“;n*is and
eight laborers s%% cut from Fort Snelling to make claims commanding the waters
power of the river at the 8St. €¥oix Falls. In advance of them, however, was

=i F

the alert and sagacious Joseph.R. Brown, who had come over from Gray Cloud

Island, established a trading house, and begun cutting pine at th‘#present

8ite of Taylor's Falls. These men were what are now called "sqgners;" they

went upon
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fhe @ country and made claims "sooner" than anybody else and before it waé'
legally open for filing claime and making entries. ¢
Franklin Steele was born in Chester County, Pa,, May 13, 1813.

He came of a good family, was fairly wellleducated, and early in life he man-

ifested the traits of character which afterwards so distinguished him. Hi%"

father, Dr. John H. Steele, was a prominent Democratic/éblitigian, and Pres-

ident Andrew Jackson became the friend and adviser of young Frank and urged

him to go to the St. Peter's qountry and make his fortuns. He came to Fort
oS Yw > Qurlen

SnellingAin the spring of 1837, when he was but 24 years of age. After a
brief study of the situaticn he saw that the ccuntry had large advantages
and poseibilities, and he determined to make it his home. In 1837, ewen
after the treaty was signed, the St. Croix Falls seecmed a better site for
business operations than the Falls of St. Anthony, for at the St. Croix site
both sides of the river were open to occupation, while at St. Anthony only
the east side could be settled upon by the whites. Of his venture and opera-
tions on the St. Croix at this time, Mr. Steele has left us a good account,

(Vol. 2 Minn. in 3 Cents., P, 137) as follows:

In September (7] 1837, immediately after the treaty was
made ceding the St. Croix Valley to the Government, I, with Dr.
Fitch, of Bloomington, (how Muscatiné] Iowa, started from Fort
Snelling in a bark cance, accompanied by a scow loaded with
tools, supplies, and laborers. We descended the Mississippi
to the mouth of the St. Croix, and thence ascended the St.
Creoix to the Dalles. We clambered over the rocks to the Falls,
where we made two large claims, covereing the Falls on the east
side and the approcach in the Dalles. We built a log cabin at
the Falls and a second log house we built in the Dalles, at the
head of navigatiman. While we were building, four other parties
arrived to make claims to the water power. )

I found the veritable Joe Brown on the west side, cutting
timber and trading with the Indians, where now stands the town
of Taylor's Falls. Hie were the first pine logs cut in the
St. Croix Valley, and they were used mostly in .building a mill.

Steele and Maginnis remained at the Falls with the laborers.
cruising parties, under Russell and Dr, Fitch, were sent out to search
good pine lands. Jesse B, Taylor and a man named Robinette came over to
site in the interest of B, F., Baker, who was eften called "Blue Beard,"

old time trader of Fort Snelling and the head of"Baker's settlement."
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The foundations of a milling industry were laid, but for some time no @om
wae projected; none wae needed, none wae wanted. Of operations the following
i "

year Mr. Steele) in his account referred tqjsays:

In February, 1838, I made a trip from Fort Smelling to
Snake River, (via St. Croix Falls) whewel had a crew of men
cutting”lége. While I was there Peshig, the local Chippewa
chief, came to me and said: "We have received no money for
our lands and these logs can't go until we do." He further
said that, if trouble arcse between the whites and the In-
dians over the matter, he could not control his young men,
and he would not be responsible for their acts. The treaty
was ratified, however, in time for the logs to be moved.

But as payment for the Chippewa lande wae nct made for nearly
two years after the ratification of the treaty, Chief Peshig, and his warriors
must have been placated in some other way if they allowed the logs to be mov—
ed in 1838. Joseph R. Brown, however, rafted a lot of his logs down the riv-
er in the fall of 1837, and the Indians did not try to stop him.

The dissatiefaction of Chief Peshig and his warriors with the
delay in the payment under the treaty and his covert threats to Mr. Steele
seem to have constituted the beginning of the long series of troubles, not
yet ended, between the Chippewas on one side and the lumber cutters and the

Government on the other over the Indian pine timber. Mi%%iﬁﬁ§42£53011ar8'
Ui prtrtevn

@
werth of pine timber have been taken from thqundian;‘fﬁ%egally and without

Proper compensation.

Mr, Steele further statee that in the spring ¢f 1838 "we" des-
cended the Mississippi to St. Louie, where he and others organized the St.
Croix Falls Lumbering Company. The co-partners were Mr, Steele, Dr. Fitech,
of Muscatine; Washington Libby, of Alten; W. S. Hungerford and James Living:-
ston, of St. Louis; --- Hill and Wm. Holcombe (afterwards Lieutenant CGovernor)
of Quincy. :

While at St. Lecuis the parties heard of the ratificaticn of
the treaties. At once they chartered the steamer Palmyra, (owned in and
named for Palmyra, Mcy) lcaded her with materials for building a saw-mill,
took on board 36 laborers, and set out for the St. Croix and St. Peter's.

What Mr. Steele did when he reached the latter port, at Fort Snelling is told
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on subsecuent pages.

LATER VISITORS TO ST. ANTHONY FALLS.

Perhaps a brief statement of later visits to Fort
and St. Anthony Falbs by scientific men, who came prior to 1840, is proper in
this history.

N
FEATHRRSTCNHAUGH'S VISIT.

In September and October, 1835, a geological examination of
¢értain parts of Southwestern Minnesota was made, underCovernment authority,
by an English‘geolcgist named Ceo. W. FeatherstoMhaugh (pronounced in England
| "Freste@thaw") and his assistant, Prof W. W. Mather, an American, and a gradu- 45
—%te of West chné. FeatherstoWwhaugh had made a somewhat extensive journey.
He left Washington July 8, (1837) by canal, and went to Cumberland, Md., thence
by land to Pittsburg and Detroit; thence by lake to Mackinaw and CGreen Bay; .
thence, over the old route of Joliet, Marquette, Carveﬁyanﬁ ctherg, by cance,
via Fox River and its Portage, to the Wisconsin, then down the Wisccnsin to

Prairie du Chien and up the: river frcm the Prairie to Fort Snelllng. <,

=

Theresul te of P&uththHhGUFh and Mather'c trip are preserved

in the former'sstWe volumes whi€h he brcught out in London in 1847, and entitl-

<

ed, "A Canoe Voyage up the Minna Sotor." The volumes contain scme singular
- y :

i

stateméﬁ%s. :The author'e spellings of Indian names are invarably sncorrect
an%ﬁrlthcut au‘hcrlty He says he plainlivizard the roaring of the Falls of

St. Anthony when he was at. liake Peépin; he 48 the only explorer to say that he
believed‘in CarveYsw'"extensive ancient fortifications," west of Lake Pepin,
which he says he visited and studied. He %ﬁ#ézé the ridges and other elevations
and the depressions which he saw Were*ﬁpﬁ Icrmed by the action of the strong
Prairie winds upon the loose, sandy SOII;R HE\§@ncuneed and ridiculed the
missionaries . He criticised nearly everybody tha* did not abstain from the use
of tobacco in his presence, and did not furnish him all the good wines and
liquors he desired. At the same time, chiefly from what his guide, Henry

Milord (an intelligent half-bleod in Trader Sib¥y's employ) told him, he put

on record some interesting items of history, especially concerning the "Minnay
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B4 -
Sctor and its valley. Of St. Anthony Falle, in addition to what haes been

already quoted, he says: i "

They perhaps look best at a distance; for although upon
drawing near to them they present a very pleasing object still,
from their average height, which does not exceed perhaps 16
feet, they appeared less interesting than any other of the great g
cascades I had seen in North America.

)

And yet in the next paragrap%’describing the fala he says:

In its detaile this is a cascade of very great beauty.
Its incessant liveliness contrasts pleasingly with the sombre
apprearance ofthe densely woocded island, and presents to the cb-
server that element in motion-which has so much modified the
whole channel of the Mississippi. The current above the cascade
is very strong and comes dashing over the fractured 1limestone
of this irregular curvature, where it recedes and advances with
a great variety of plays;N ete., etc.
Featherstcwmhaugh and Mathcgi, with Henry Milord for a guide and
a crew of mixed-blood boatmen, set out in a big cance from Fort Snelling on
the 16th and after a month's paddling reached Lake Traverse and were enter-
tained at Joseph R. Brewn's trading post. Returning he reached Fort Snelling
in a cold snag,with ice forming in the Minnesota. Cctober 33, he left Fort

Snelling and ,descended the Mississippi. in a boat to Galena. He took with him
Yo, WA, ,("‘} e fonr f%:ga;pm
a young lad of 14;\John Bliss the commandant of Fort Snelling at the time.
g ) ‘A
The boy's parents adwised him to attend school in the Eastern States. At.
Galena they took the steamboat Warrior for St. Louis. From St, Louis Feather-
stohaugh made an overland journey through Tennessee, Ceorgia, South Carolina,
North Carclina, and Virginia to Washington City, where he arrived October 9,
18386.
of

Featherstomhaugh's survey was not much advantage to Minnesota
when i{ was made. His description of the country was not printed in time.
Not appearing until in 1847, it came too late to be of much advantage as an
advertisement of the new land of promise.

"Mr. Frestonhaw," as his countrymen called him, did not conduct
himself seemingly when he was in Minresota. Sibley aseisted and befriended

him greatly, and in return he abused Sibley and all other traders severely.

Joseph R. Brown entertained him and gratuitously furnished him with goods and
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supplies, and in return he slandered Brown outrageously. *

»

GEORGE CATLIN, THE PAINTER, COMES.

In the summers of 1835 and 1836 George Catlin, the noted America
painter of Indian and frontier scenes, came to Fort Snelling. He painted the
portraits of several Indian chiefs ¢f the vicinity, and he made the first pre-
tcnticus‘Ei}giéag of St. Anthony Falls. Previocusly many little imperfect
sketches)had been made, chiefly by officers' wives at the Fort, but his paint-
ing was of valuable character and of fair proportions.

Catlin came first to Fort Snelling in June, 1835, by a steamer
from St. Louis; he returned in a cance. The next year in the early summer he
came again, traveling in a birch cance from Green Bay to Prairie du cmayn and
thence up the Mississippi to Fort Snelling. In the autumn he returned in a
dug-out cance to Rock Island and from thence went east. He spent several years
in touring among the XEEX¥X American Indians, painted hundreds of pictures
illustrating them and the lives they led, and finally took a delegation of
them to Europe. He also published several books describing his travels, Ind-

ian life, the country, etc. His pictures are in a collection called "the

George Catlin Indian Gallery," and are hung in the U. S. Mubeum at “ashl/ftonz

fzszf ﬁézg‘}QZZMMiz;f;ﬁI%Ziijhafﬂﬁf?/Lr Li 4z

T

While in Minnesota Catlnn@ greatest single piece of work waar
his journey on horseback, via Traverse des Sioux and Little hoo%,to the Red
Pipestone Quarries, and his accurate sketch of that remarkable natural forma-
tion. His printed description of the auntry and of his eXperience en route
ie of value and great interest. He rode a horse given hii by Gen. Sibley.
Joseph La Framboise, Jr., son of the ¢ld trader gt Little Rock, was his
guide and his main guard.- From the Rock, on the Minnesota, four miles below
Fort Ridgely, to the égrry the route was over a prairie trail never befgre
followed by-a white man of full blood; Joe La Frambojise (who died but a few
years since) was a mixed-blood Sicux. Catlin was the first white man to visit

and describe the noted quarry with pen and pencil. The peculiar red syenitic
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stone was and still is called catlinite. "’
Catlin's Minnesota pictures are still in the U. S. Naficnal
Museum at Washington. They include views of Fort Snelling, St. Anthony Falls,

the "Little-Falls," (Minnehaha) Cloud Man's village at Lake Calhoun, in 1836

and portraits of old Great War Eagle, Chief of the Black Dog banqi Toe Wahkon

Dah-pe (or Blue Sacred Clay) the medicin& man .of Shakopee's band; Tah-tonka

: 2
Manne (or Walking Buffalo) of Red Wing's band, etc. CQﬁM%AytﬁbLbdf%ﬁ%»w a”ﬁ”bﬁ
/'{’,’{; A Lon bl x{./c,,,t/ ?quu Lty ’lxjv.,cu 25 et C{r/ £ :

In his ‘printed reports’ Gat]in gives @& bright and interesting

ek

description. of-Minresota Fbunt;y'generally but makes very brief mention of St.
Antheny Falls, saying:

The Falls of /St. Anthony, which are 900 miles above St.
Loula, are the natural curiosity of this country. Theyare
nlndmlles above the mouth of the St. Peter's, where I am now
writing., The Falls are also about nine miles above this fort

Snelling) and the junction of the two riversy (Mississippi and
Minnesota) and although the fall ie a picturésque and spirited
scene, it is but a pygmy in size to Niagara. The actual per-
pendicular fall is but 18 feet, though of half a mile or sc in
extent, which is the width of the river, with brisk and leaping
#apide above and below, giving life and spirit to the scene,***

R T6 him or her of. $90 1littTe rellsh»for Nature's TUdE WOTKS,

there N'll be faund a - Tege ;:;plegsure at the mouth of St.

: ;.T" ik e These scenes have often

& I leavegitien -the world to come-and gaze . .. ..
upon ier: the g‘iﬁves." : e game time, I recommend to al1 people
to mak@—tmelr newt™ fashionable tour" a trip tc St. Louis; thence
by&s%ihmur %6 Rook Island, Galena, Dubuque, Prairie du Chien,

ﬁt Pegiin, $he St. Peters, Fal¥s eof St. Anthony; then back to

Pral ie.d;<Chien, eto. o -

: Qatlln ﬁo waﬁaﬁnﬁ"J‘T:ul f@r favors. He could/got have made

> s 5 .“.’"7 g o 2
the trip to Pipestone Quarry withoutesh e help of Sibley and La ﬂambcise, and
yet in his report he dencunced .them unjuéfly and shamefully.

NICOLLET‘S FOUR VISITS, 1836-37-38-39.

The first large and almoét exactly correct map of neé}ly all
of the area of Minnesota and'of much othér porticns of the western and north-
western parte of the United States was drafted by Joseph Nicolas Nicollet, a
French astronomer and civil engineer, and published by the U. 8. Goyernmeptrﬂr
a short time after his death, in 1843, in connection with Pis‘;gg§§§50f hig™a"

extensive official surveys. Nicollet was born in Savoy, France?ﬁﬁn 1786.

H .
€ came to the Uniteq States in 1832 and not long afterward entered the
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engineering service of the pegualr army. ¢
In 1836 he came first to Fort Snelling and ascended the Miss=
issippi tec its sources, surveying the country en route. He passed the winter

ifk1R36 -37 at Fort Snelling, and he says, "was a witness that $15 was paid fer
L

o/t oy o : e 3 L
L flour and $35 for barreled pork at St. Peter, which had probably cost respect-

o

ively $5 and $8 at St. Louis."

In 1838 he surveyed the valley of the Minnesota and much adjoin-
ing territory, ascended that river to Lake Traverse and then went scuth by way

of Lake Shetek to the Red Pipestone Quarry. Here on the crest of the "leaping

rock," on July 1, he carved his name; the other members of his party, includ-
y " 3

ing the afterwards distinguished John C. Fremont (whc then wrote his name Char-

les Fremont simply) cut their initials. In the almost adamantine jasper rock

carved letters are as plain to-day as when made.
In 1839 he ascended the Missouri as high as to Fort Pierre
Chouteau. This place was then a trading post owned by the American Fur Com-

pany, of which Pierre Chouteau, of St. Louis, was a prominent member. The

name of the fort was iﬁﬁﬁgwards contracted to Fort Pierre; now there stands

q@ﬁﬁuégn the 81te:7%e city of Pierre, the capital of South Dakota.

He surveyed thepounfry as far north as to Devil's Lake, and

TYIII P y
then came back across the semsnimsy to the Minnesota, or St. Peters, as it was

was by all odds fhe

then called. His map of the country over which he pii;ed
h . T AL :
best made up to that time. His descripticns of the ceunsry are accurate, his

spelling of Indian names unjformly corrch}or go that they can be distinctly

and rightly pronounced, and altogether his report is in certain respects in-
valuable. Of the locality called "St. Peters," which included the trading
houses then on the Mendota side of the Minnesota, Fort Snelling , and the

plateau upon which it is situated, Nicollet says spiritedly:

St. Peter's is, in my opinion, the finest site on the
Mississippi River. The natural beauties of its environs

add to its 1mpcrtance and grandeur. Upcn reaching this place,
the travlez is already @remcnlshed of the magnificent scenery
which he will enjoy in ascending the river through its-long,
narrow, and deep valley. At the confluence of the St. Peter's
and the Mississippi there is an extensive and fertile oliateau
This reaches far to the west and presen*s to the delighted gaze




(149)
a level country, interrupted by moderate undulat
face and beautified by intervening prairies, trac
and lakes.

Of Minnehaha Falls he writes:

s

"Three miles from FortSnelling, and on the right bank ¢

Miseissippi, there is a very pretty cascade." Of St. Anthony Fal
he makps but brief mention, viz:

Four miles further up from the Little Falls we reach the
celebrated Falls of St. Anthony. This fall--examined in
detail, with the noisy boiling of its waters, rebounding
in jets from the accumulated debris at its foot, its as-
cending vapors, and the long and verdant island that sep-

arates the two porticns of the falls, with the solitary

rocky island that stands in fromt--altogether form a grand
and imposing spectacle.

The possibilities and the probabilities of the utilization
of the tremendous power of St. Anthony Falls, and of the necessary and res-
ultant foundation of a great city at their site, are not even hinted at Dby
Nicollet, or indeed by any other of the distinguished early visitrs to the

great cataract. The falls, in their entirety, seem to have impressed them

only as a natural beauty’, a thing of picturesqueness and charm, worth travel-

ing hundrede of miles to see,

Nor did the country of Minnesota impress them as a promising
,{u,af
future site of a great civilization. They gave favorable descri there-

of , wrote Bhapsodical delineaftions of its topography, its sc
£

. 2 A A = A £ - ommendati
g0il. its beautiful lakes and streams, but said no word of recommendaat
L A g J w + S P WA - o

t whit +lemei
concerning its fitness as <ite for Pfuture permanent white settl ment
onee 1 1 > . U L o he] » C L) !
oceupation, and development. Only the D timber was memtioned as the
oceupation, and d 1 opme nly
' 14 50 1 0 f gon butnot of great, import-

resource of the ecountry likely to become 01 8Some, butinot of great,

1 | R Am to be keeping back or withholding some information and
‘-]G’t A‘. & L . 3 o e (=] N =

: O R R e were nrobablvy those given them
eas: doubtless they were, and these 1deas Were probably those g

, b3 Sel Al A Lt e
by certain white men to the effeetd, that, ow%ﬁag to its high latitude an
)y gLl LG L v U WS L

; - s o 1 4+ 1 + 2
extremelv cold seasons, the country would not, because it could not, even
J 1 P W atatae £ 1 3114 Po e ’. on
be & valuable agricultural region or attain to & high state of eivilizatiox
]

and development.







ons of the country and his map were em‘n‘

volume printed and Widoé?circulateﬂ by the Government in

map became standard one; it was often cited in treaties, State

boundaries, etec ond "according to Nicollet's map"” apeared
the printed documents connected with such matters. His
the country hardly induced immigration to it. He made no

the proportions of Minneapolis at the Palls , and

4

said of the country about the great catarasect was:

\\ From St. Antpny's Falls may be vigited the Lake of the

Isles, Lake Calhoun, Lake Harriet, and tther lakes. Then,
erossing the St. Peter's near its mouth, the ftraveler as condu
the .Rilot Xnob, from the summit of wulbﬂ he enjoys & magni-
fieent view, embraecing the whole surroundln; horizon; and if
he ‘will coneélude his exeursgion by ”Wln“ to two natural grottoes
(carver's and 4"he »ountaln Cave, St. Paui] in the vieinity,
he mev [flat that it has been most actively and
P1Qkuu4dnw pe“ omew.))

Of the moap remotle country on the pra 38, he thought none of it ?)

AL

herdly worth settling uppﬁ~“aVﬁ at "the oasecs of timber" dispersedhere and

=3

there. He chigiravyerse des.dioux eligible to become a place of imporfapce,
} A, Aohe A . -

:bﬁt She gﬁi " 1;_ vagilable sites for ages in the Mfnnesotasgountry which
e ‘-ﬂ*‘m
1mpreeg & hlm fa"orthy SeTE the gores of Lac qui Barle, Lake Benton, Lake
e = e :
ot et e
‘“1nn“u, Spdgpit Lake (mew in Jowa) and two or three other 1Hkes,

was. then the nigé'of A¥exander Faribault's trading post wﬁich he after-
ards r@movéd to Lake Sakatah, near hy
| Moreover the ase®mplished engfneer favored and recommended the pro-
posed establishment. of the noerthern boun&éry of the forthecoming State of Iewa
the parallel of 1Ltihg§e passing through the present site of the village

Brown county, and the mouth of the Blue Earth and extending east-
lesota Olty, in the northern part of Winonsa
2t the western houn@{] of Towa be & meridian running

gouth of the mouth of the Blue Rarth.
In 1844 a proper convention of the people of the Territory sub-
mitted a constitution Of) Congress for the proposed new State of Iowa, with

boundaries defined, etc. March 3, 1845, Congress rejected these proposed

Y




boundaries, and substituted others embodying the Nicollet idea.regarding ge

northern and western, save that the latter should be the meridian of Hafska,

a few miles south of New Ulm. The constitution as amended had to be adopted

by the voters of Iowa Territory and at the election in the fall of 1845 they

re jected it, but by the narrow margin of 596 votes. Had 500 electeors who voted
againsgt it cast their ballots in its favor, it would have becn adopted. Then
all of the present part of Minnesota east of the meridien of Hanska and s uth of

the parallel between Mankato and Whitman City would now be in Iowal Our State
X o/

would not include the eleven fine counties of Southeastern Minnesota--Houston,

[inona, Fillmore, Olmsted, Dodge, Mower, Freeborn, Steele, Waseca, Farihaulﬁ)
and Blue Rarth, nor all of Brown, Watonwan, and Martin. Just to what ertenﬁf
Nicollet's declared preference influenced Congress to f£ix the boundaries
it did cannot be said; but as other points were described in © act
ing to Nicollet's map," it may be presumed that his opinions were &at
given congideration.
Nicollet's proposition would have been a good .thing for Iowa,
Minneapolis included. That he did not carefully forcast
*uture of the country is evidenced. He was an accomplished engineer and

surveys of the country were accurate almost to a dot;

- but the adaptability
a counbtry to civilization is not computed by theodolitic measurements or

caleulations by

The great surveyor failed to note the importance of the STs eter '8
country; failed to conceive that white men would invade it; failed ¥o disSeern
that a confliet between the forcesd of civilization and of barbarism for the

ion of this and € vast regions surrounding was certain o

ensus, and that civilization would win; and faeiled to discover that in this
conflict the Falls of St. Anthony would constitute ﬁhe/ﬂe;-poinﬁ of the battle-

field.

MINNESOTA PASSES PERILOUS CRISES.

Minnesota passed meny cilyses in early days. The Iowa boundar

J
proposition was only one. The northern boundary proposed first by the Iowe

neonle and whie \ s
E -11;,J~“ which Congress rejected for the one they rejected in 1845, was




worse for Minnesota than the latter { 3 fix 28 &8 1 from the mggth
Sioux to the mouth of the Blue REa iown the Minnes®ta to the
and thence down thet river to the Missouri line. If this boundery
dopted : near adoption--and ratified by the
rastern Minnesota south of
of the Mississippi would be now a part of Iowa.
Another crisis was the Doty treaty of 1841, made at Traverse des
nen Governor Wisconsin Territory, and
Sioux agreed to sell their lands in
the Dakotas, and Northwestern Iowa, except some small
reservations. The country acquired was to be made & Northerm Indisn Territar y,
the equivalent of the Southern Indian Territory, (now Oklahoma) and
- Indian tribes and fragments of tribes
the Ohio. 'he Democratic Senators in
they considered it a whig measure authorized and
lennessee, Se : v of Wa Had they rati
nesota would not have come into
held them in
when Oklahoma became & State in the Union.

UNDATIONS OF MINNEAPOLIS AND THE MEN

distinguethed men wksitews that visited the site of Minn-
eapolis advertised it. The Indian treaties of 1837 opened the country on the

gide of the Mississippi to white ogecupation, and as soon as the news

their ratification ra&chﬁqthe St.Peter's country that ocoupatiodhegan.?n

he cage of Minneapolis that beginning hed to be cnnf;;;ed for a considerable
side of the river. The Fort Snelling reservation and the In-
Trans-Miseissippi country forbade settlement on that
The boundaries of the reservation were not well defined, but when Lieut.
the reserve itself was described merely as ni

about an indefinite point somewhere "below the mouth of the St Peter's".




ever, this was sufficient
end of St. Anthony
come .
The U. S. Senate ratified the Indian
$ not until a month later did the authentic news reach Fort Snelling
per the 8teamboat Palmyra, Capt. John Holland msster, nine days up from St.
Louis. The boat first carried the news up the 3t. Creix to T Falls, whither
it went with some mill machinery and otherpupplies for Prenk Steele's Kumber-
ing of the same sorv i seph R. Brown, who, fore-
wounld soon be ratified nd already begun the
awed in 8 mill already in ess of erection.
almyra with her good news came to Fort Snelling &

1838, and soon afterward Frenklin Steele, the new

onelling, and moreljustly entitled to be called the founder of lMinneapolig

than any other person, began preparations for building a city at the great

)
tumultuous Falls of St. Anthony of Padua. On the eastern shore of the river,
end of the ledge over which rolled the cataract he made a "elaim”

of land. All he could do was to "°1aJM" the land and occupy it;

) 4
Lot

then subject to rngwlol]e1“1“ andldid not become so until I1H I8AT. ™ -

of Mr. Steele's "claim" of theland are given on ﬁ'subsequont

g o

THE CRITICAL YEARS OF 1838-39.

The year 1837 was & membrable one in Minneanta and
tory, for during that year were made the important treaties
also, during that year something occurred whi 1d an important bear
founding and future destiny of Minneapolis is’ something was the aetion
taken by the military authori £ ] snelling y jeet and eviet the sett-
lers on the reservation in the
Maj. Joseph Plympton Tassachusetts me took commend of Fort

in the summer of is  ye and it wes he w instituted the action.

an anomalousg chsaracter. he sseendant of Puritans and himself
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also of the American army, mustered out from the latter service at Fort ®.11-

*
ing. He was in the service of Nicollet when the latter made his explorations
”~

in this quarter. Lieut. Smith further reported that the settlers had"nearly

3800 horses and cattle."

B e

In transmitting Lieut, Smith's report to the War Department
Maj. Plympton indicated his determination to eject the settlers from the re-
serve, allying that they were consuming the wood on the tract which was need-
ed by the garriscn. The Secretary thought Plympton must know best, and‘diréct—
ed him to mark over on a map an area of land necessary to be reserved. In
March, 1838, he transmitted such a map and upon it was marked an extensive
tract, embracing a considerable quantity of land on the east side--now the St.
Paul side-~ of the Mississippi.

About the same time Plympton wrote and caused other letters to
be written to the Department favoring a large reservation. Writing himself,
he declared that the interests of the military post (the future of the,ﬂbuntry
and the welfare of the people being disregarded) demanded the reservation he
had marked on his map. Surgeon John Emerson (Dred Scott's owner) wrote,
in April, that the reservation ought toc be "twenty miles square, or to the
mouth of the St. Croix River."

In July (1838) following, Plympton ordered away all the settlers
from the reserve. His order forbade:

#4511 persons not attached to the military from erecting

any building or buildings, fence or fences, or cutting tim-

N ber for any but for public use within said line, which has
W

been surveyed and forwarded to the War Department subject
to the final decision thereof. My order must, as a matter
of right, more particularly allude to persons urging them-
selves within the lines at this time.¥
Meanwhile the settlers had not been idle and unconcerned.

About the time of the making of the treaties, in 18387, they had a hint that
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they were to be turned out of and away from their homes and from the ref@gr-
vation as soon as the treaties went into effect. Thereupon they sent a memor-
ial to Presidént Van Bure® upon the subject of their imperiled sit=ation,
They said that they had settled upon lands which they were assured belonged
to the public domain; that they had only exercised the privileges extended to
them by the benign and salutary laws under whose operation other parts of the
Western country had been people@; that they had erected houses and cultivated
fields upon the tracts they occupied; that many of them had large families ot
children that had no other homes; that the labor of years had been invested
in these homes, and they appealed to the President for protection in them.
They further asked that, if in the pending treaty the lands they @ccupied
should be purchased from the Indians for a military reservation and they eject-
ed from them, theg}and in that case, a provision should be inserted in thg
treaty providing for a just payment to them for their improvements.

This memorial seems to have been prepared by H. H. Sibley and
among its many signers (some of whom could not write) were Louis Massie, Abra-
ham Perret, Peter Quinn, Antoine Pepin, Duncan Graham, Oliver Cratte, Joseph
Bisson, Louis Dirguleé,Jacob Falstrom, and Joseph Reasche. Numerous descend-
ants of the first seven named now live in the State. Jacob Falstrom, subse-=
quently connected with the Methodist missionary service, and who was married
to a Chippewa woman, was the first Swede to permanently settle in Minnesota.
Al]l the signers were white men but all those named except Perret and Massie
had Indian wivesfﬁgét the impassioned remonstrances of the settlers were with-
out avail. No provision to pay them for the improvements they had made was
inserted in either of the treaties, and they were commanded to abandon their

homes and little farms and go across the river, to the east side, into the T

Territory of Wisconsin, and outside of the reservaticn. Some of them\iéffﬂ‘ﬁ;

{4 during the summer of 1838; a few left the country entirely, going down to
Prairie du Chien. Those who remained did so in the hope that there would be
an intervention in their favor--that something would turn up: Certain in-

fluential persons endeavored to have Maj. Plympton become satisfied with th
‘ Wil e
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departure of several settlers, and for a time he was quiét and let tho@e who
had remained dwell in peace in their humble homes.

But in 1839 Plympton broke out again. He declézed that every
settler should be driven from the reservation at the muzg}F of the musket and
point of the bayonet if necessary. The reason he assigned was that some Of
them were selling whisky on the east side of the rivei)and that therefore every
body on both sides should be driwen away. Now, there was an illegal and very
harmful liquor traffic being carried on by four establishments east of the .
riverY These were conducted by Theodore Menk and "Nigger Jim" Thompson , on
the east bank, Pierre Parraht, down at the Fountain Cave, and Donald McDonald,
on the plateau back of the Cave. For their misconduct some 40 or 50 innocent
men and their families were expelled from their homes on the west side to
make new homes on the east side. There were no exceptions. ‘The wife of Abra-
ham Perry, good old "Aunt Mary Ann," was an accomplished and expert midwife,
or accoucheuse, and the married ladies of the garrison at the Fort begged
Plympton to allow her and her husband to remain, but the officer was inex@drable

The result was that the settlers went away from the west side
of the river to the east side--though some of them did not go far enough east-
ward until in 184% when they were again evicted by the U. S. Marshal from
Prairie du Chien with two companies from Fort Snelling. The pecple were forced
to move all their property away. The soldiers, under the direction of Marshal
Ira B. Brunson, threw their furniture and other belongings out of their cgbins
and then burned the cabins. The settlers went down to about where the "Seven
Corners" now are in St. Paul, and some of them farther below. The whisky sel-
lers also moved farther down; Menk and "Nigger Jim" were closed up, but Mc

Donald and Parrant kept on selling whisky.

EFFECTS OF THE EVICTION.

Had the unjust and unreasoning Major Plympton(really he was

only a brevet-major at the time) allowed the settlers to remain on the West

side of the Mississippi, about Fort Snelling , what mighty and everlasting




good would have been effected! ‘t

The people he drove away formed a settlement which in time be -

Ny

came St. Paul. Had Plympton allowed them to remain near Fort Snellin%)their

settlement would in time have become the nucleus of a great and powerful city
extending from ?outh of the Minnesota northward tc beyond St. Anthony Falls
and east and west from the Missiesippi to beyond Lake Harriet.” Within these
boundaries would now be a solid, compact city; suburbs would be beyond these
borders.

Fort Snelling, if not abolished, would now stand on the east
side of the river. The State capitol buildings would prebably stand where

Stephen A. Douglas wanted them to stand, on that "heaven-kissing hill" which
we call Pilot Knob, with the State House on the crest visible 50 miles away
in every direction.

There would be no St. Paul, no Twin Cities, but one great
magnificent city, larger by far and better in all respects than the aggregated
cities as they now are.

The 157 souls, "in no way connected with the military," which
Lieut. E., K. Smith found in the fall of 1837, were egough,.with their 300
horses and cattle, to start a city with. The first Flat, after old St. Anthon;
might have been laid out near Fort Snelling, but in time it would have extend-
ed clear up to the falls.“

But }or the ungenerous and even tyrannical disposition of Ma j-
or Joseph Plympton, dressed in his brief authority, Minﬁeapolis might to-day,
or in the near future, be a strong rival of Chicago. It is a very good and
a very great city as it stands; perhaps there is no use in making it any bet-

ter, but it may well be made greater.







TEF CITY'S FOUNDING.
CLAIM-MAKINGC FOLLOWS TREATY RATIFICATION--FRANKLIN STEELE MAKES THE FIRST
LEGAL LAND CLAIMS AT 8T. 'ALLS --WHO HIS ASSOCIATES WERE--BUILDING
THE FIRST MILL ON THE EAST SIDE--THE WORK OF DEVELOPMENT PROCEEDS SLOWLY

FOR WANT OF A LITTLE MONEY--FIRST HOMES -AND OCCUPANTS AT ST. ANTHONY--THE

COUNTRY AND THE GENERAL SITUATICN IN 1847, ETC.,ETC.
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Among all the white men that came to Minnesota prior to 1840
cnly the refugees from Red River and perhaps four missionaries came with the
intention of making homes, identifying themselves with the country, and remain-
ing permanently. All the rest had come as transients, as soldiersz as traders,
as employes, under engagements for a certain length of time, and when this
time expired they expected to and generally did leave the country. A few voy-
ageurs and other ¢ngagees of the fur company and a few discharged soldiers
from Fort Snelling concluded to remain and take chances. They had no settled
purposes in life or abiding places, and might as well be one place as another.
Like most of their comrades and associates, they were mere birds of passage,
flitting from one locality t¢ another, and never resting long on any perch.

One reason why the duration of the existence of these people
in Minnesota was, practically speaking, merely ephemeral, was because they
could not make permanent homes worthy of the name. They could not marry accord
ing to their tastes and ideals, and a home without a wife is practically no
home. There were no marriageable white women in the cocuntry--or but very
few--and to many a white man the idea of miscegenation or union with a woman
of an alien and barbaric race was disagreeable, if not repulsive. Yet it
was an Indian wife or none! It is the natural desire of men fo perpetuate

their names through their children. And some men insisted that theirs should

be white children only, and so they left the region where there were no white

women and went elsewhere. -

Other men selected Indian women for wives and had children by
them. Uniformly, with hardly an exception, these Indian women made most ex-
cellent wives for their husbande. They were chaste and pure; they were domes-
tic and afféctionate; they were industrious and eccnomical; they loved their
husbands and children devotedly and wculd make any sacrifice for them. Some
of the best people in Minnesota are the descendants of early mixed-blood fam-
ilies, and the women as a rule manifest the exemplary traits of their Indian

grandmothers.
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THE PIONEERS WERE NOT PLUTOCRATS.

In 1840 one might count on the fingers of his hands the men in
the Minnesota,ﬁguntry with money, or rescurces convertible into money on sight,
to the value of $5,000. The wealthiest man was Franklin Steele, who probably
could command $15,000. Sibley, the trader, was working forg salary of §1,000
& year and hcusé rent and a percentage of the profits of the Fur Company above
a certain sum; sometimes this commission amounted to $1,500, but generally to
about half that amount, and sometimes it was nothing. Joseph R. Brown had some
means; but his operations were so diversified, and he moved from one place to
another so frequently, that it was difficult to keep track of him, and to tell
what he was worth at any particular time. The mill men had a snug sum in the
aggregate, but perhaps their average wealth 'per man did not exceed $5,000.

By combining, they were able to build a mill and conduct lumbering operaticns
at 8t. Crcix Falls.

But no combination of men cculd be found with dispositicn and

capital to build adequate mills at St. Anthony Falls. Franklin Steele had to

Go the work practically alone.

— -

FRANK STEELE AND JOE BROWN BELIEVED IN MINNESOTA.

Steele and Joseph R, Brown were the most prominent of the men
in the St. Peter's country who were determined to make Minnescota their perman-
ent homes. Sibley, a few years before his death, told the present writer that
in 1840 he had no thought of passing the remainder of his days here. As scon
as he had secured a comfcrtable "stake" ffom his business in the fur trade he
meant to return to Detroit and settle down.y He did not think the country would
be any farther developed in fifty years, or by the year 1890, than the region
in Canada north.of Léke Superior. i

Brown said he would stay. There were s8¢0 many chances for an

energetic man. Grain could be grown successfully here, for he had grown it.

b
The country was finglly adopted to stock raising, to growing corn, and t0 rais-

ing all kindes of vegetables; hence it would be a farmer's country. The vast

forests of th t pi
re € .best pine in r Were :
I timber were practically inexhaustible; the water
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power was incalculable and would last forever. A great degl of the country
could Ee reached by steamboats, and all these things would make a country of
cities and towns and a large, thrifty population. (See Brown's letter to B.

H. Eastman, Sibley papers)
Soon after the treaties of 1837 had been ratified, Brown planned
the creation of a new Territory of the United States, which wae to comprise

a great deal of the country west of the Chippewa River in Wisconsin and north

of the Iowa boundary, and thie Territory was to be called Minnesotiifor its

principal rivefjwholly within the State. In the prosecuticn of this plan he
went to the present site of Stillwater in 1839, laid cut the first town, which
he called "Dakotah," and which he designed should be the capitol of the new
Territory, and he built a huge two-story log building which he expected would
be the capitol building.

Steele belived that the timber and water power of the country
alone insured its future, and he was determined to venture his existence in
that future. Although a young man, and without experience in milling or as
a lumberman, he resolved to build & big saw mills at St. Anthony and St. Croix
and run them in connection with his sutler store at Fort Snelling.

FIRST CLAIMANTS AND LAND OWNERS AT ST. ANTHONY.

In 1836, before theland was subject to entry, the Indian tille
not having been relinquished, Major Joseph Plympton, Capt. Martin Scott, and
another officer of the Fifth U. 8. Infantry from Fort Snelling, made "claims"
to a tract of land on the east side of the river, at St. Anthony Falls, and
built a log cabin upon it. Maj. Plympton had succeeded Maj. John Bliss in
cogmand of the Fort, and subsequently drove away the settlers from the Eort
reservation. In 1837 Sergeant Nathaniel Carpenter, also of the Fifth Infantry,
made a "claim" adjcining the Plympton claim. )
Although it was 111ega1 for a military officer to pr%mpt land

wﬁ1lb holding a military commission, yet Maj. Plympton and his asscociates

continued to claim their lands until after the time of the ratificaticn of
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f the treaty, or in July, 1838, and they were called "the Plympton claim"
by many as late as in 1845. About the 16th of July, 18328, however, Frank
Steele "jumped" the claim and continued to hold it.
Mr., Steele had spent the winter of 1837-38 in Washington, endeav-
@ring to secure the ratification of the Indian treaties. He returned from St.
Louis to Fort Snelling June 13, 1838, on the steamboat Burlington, Capt. Jos-

eph Throckmorton. Among his fellow passengers were Benj. F. Baker, ("old Blue

) - W
Bearg) a trader at Fort Snelling or "Coldwater;" Capt. Frederick Marryat, the

novelist, but then cf the British navy, and Cen. Atkinson, of the U, 8. army.
The next day after their arrival the entire party rode up to the Falls of St.
Anthony.

Five days later, on June 18, came the steamer Ariel, alsc from
St. Louis. One of its passengers, a Mr. Beebee, dnﬁounced that when he left
there was ai"rumor" current in St; Lcuis fhat the treaties had been ratified.
The "rumor" was premature, for the ratification was not made until three days
before the Ariel arrived at Fort Snelling. It was generally believed, however,
and created much interest among Steele, Brown, and others who had alreadyy

made "claims" to certain sites.

MR. STEELE "JUMPS" THE PLYMPTON CLAIM.

The night of the arrival of the Palmyra, Mr. Steele made due
preparations and set out from Fort Snelling for the Plympton claim at the north
end of the Falls. He crossed the river at the Fort, went up on the east side,
and at daylight had his tent pitched on the claim, and with his men went to
work making "improvements." Capt. Martin Scott, one of the partners in the
Plympton claim, appeared on the west side of the Falls abcut the time Steele
appeared on the east side. The captain had come up to "cinch" the title of
the partners to the claim by occupying and "working" it; but he did not succeed
ﬁzgcrossing the river until Steele and his forces‘were securely in adverse

posséssion and boasting of the fact,

Capt. Scott protested against Steele's "jumping" tactics. He
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pointed tqythe cabin built by Plympton the year before as evidence of prior
ownership of the claim by the partners. But Steele confidently replied: "You
and Major Plympton know full well that you have no good claim to this site.
You made your claim to it a year before it was subject to claiming; anf,more-
over,the law is plain and imperative that army officers are wholly incapable
of either claiming or pre-empting land while they are in the military service.
You have qﬁgﬁher aqnoral or a legal claim here."

The officer had to admit the correctness of Steele's position
and retired. Mr. Steele scon had another cabin ready in which to recieve
visitors)and in a 1little while, late as was the season, planted a few wvegeta-
bles. He placed a French-Canadian voyageurp named La Cru%’ and his wife in
charge, and they so remained until the fall of 1839, when a sad tragedy terﬁ’

\).-,

minated their occupancy. i

POOR UNFORTUNATE MES. LA CRUE! [, are*
M’\.ﬂ—\é ,?1 ant v
Mrs. La Gruq&had a little Indian blood,\but she was almost white

in appearance. La Grue was a good sportsman and fond of hunting and fishing.
Returning from a hunting trip, at the time mentioned, he found his cabin burn-
ed to the ground, with everything it had contained, and the charred body'of
his wife lay among the smoking ruins. How the house came to take fire, or
why Mrs. LaGrue did not save herself, was never explained. There were no
witnesses and the dead woman could tell no tales. No censure was ever placed
upon the husband, however.

After gazing upon his loss for a little time,La Grue started
to cross the river below the Falls in an effort to reach the old Government
mill, where he hoped to pass the night, before going to Mr. Steele with a
report of his lces. But on the bluff, where the University buildings now
stand, he encountered a war party of Chippewas, hidden and in bivouac in the
dense grove of oaks. They had slipped down from Mille Lacs and hoped to sur-
prise some unwary Sioux from about Fort Snelling and take their sca}lps. Thqa
however, received La ' (rue kindly, commiserated him because of his misfortune
and bereavement, and entertained him as best they dculd, aiding him tc¢ cross

¥
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the river next morning.
It was believed by many that this band of Chippewas were the

5

murderers of La Grue's wife and the incendiaries that first plundered and
A b
the#e burned his cabin. Why they did not kild .him where they found him cannot
™ &
be explained. A few wecks after the tragedy, La Grue left the ccuntry and

never returned. - Mrs. La Grue's death was the first of a perscn living in ciy-

ilization on the present site of Minneapolis. The date wass_in the fall of

1839, probably in October.

RURTHER HISTORY OF STEELESSSCLATH.

A singularly incorrect versidﬁ of f?éﬁkateele's occupation of
the Plympton claim has frequently been madek@ﬁd printed. It 'is said that when
Mr. Steele made his claim it was mid-winter and Very cold; that he crossed 8
Mississippi on the ice; that he built a board shack awd "planted" potatoes in
the snow, etc., etc. Even the late Gen. R. W. Johnson, of St. Paul, who was
Mr Btecele's brother-in-law, and was presumed to know the facts, gives the ver-

J

sion above in his otherwise historically correct Ft. Snelling eketch which

appears in volume 8 of the State Historical Society's "Collections." The fact

S

that Steel? "jumped" the mitxksm Plympton claim July 16, (The next day after the

arrival of the steamboat Palmyra at Fort Snelling) makeg it impossible that

the arctic conditicns mentioned in Cen. Johnson's account .gould have existed
when the noted picneer made his claim.

After La Grue left the countr% heart broken over the fate of
his wife, according to the best evidence obtainable Charles Landr{JCEr
Laundri)another French-Canadian voyageur, was placed in charge of fhe Steele
elaim. It seems that La Grue had lived in the cabin built by Plympten and
Scott, and this havihg been burned Landry occupied the one built by Steele.

A postseript xxxxxkxxexfxx 40 a note from Steele to Sibley dated in Dec-
ember, 1839 says: "Do not let C. Landry have anythingfcnlnw'account without

a written order."

Landry was not as faithful a steward as La Crue had been. He
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was wont to absent himself from the Stgle claim frequently and remain away for

days. It was the rule, if not the law, that the occupation by a claimant

(by himself or a agent) of a claim must be continucus. If he‘igs absent fram

it 34 hours, it might be, during his absence, held and occupied by another.
On one occasion when Landry, after an absence of some days, returned to his
cabin he found it occupied by James Menk, (or Menke or Mink) the afore-mention-
ed discharged socldier and whisky seller. Jim Menk was as daring as he was un -
Scrupuloﬁs. He sat with a rifle between his knees and swore he would "blow
out the brains" of any man that attempted to enter the cabin or to possess the
claim against him!

In great alarm and distrese Landry left Menk and hurried to
Mr. Steele ‘and reported the forcibleentry and detainer of the bold, bad Eng-
lishman. Steele promptly and vigorously kicked Landry from his presence for
his negligence and faithlessness, and then proceeded to make terms with Jim
Menk. He was forced to pay Jim $200 in cash and $100 in store goods to relin-.
quish the claim. Mr, Steele then decided to put on the claim the head of a
family as his agent and steward, so that when the agent was off the claim
some member of his family would remain to hold it.

So Steele sent over from the Fort Joseph Resohe,ﬁnother
Canadian, with an Indian wife, who was industrious, faithful, and prolific.
She had five sons and two daughters. Resche had been a trader's assistant,
and even a trader, among the Siocux, and was well known in the country. He
could read; write, and cast accounte, while nearly every one of his associates
cculqnlike Jack Cade, thank Cod that he could do neither; but signed his name
with ﬁ mark, "like an honest, plain-dealing man." But among them all "the
wonder grew" that one small head, like Joe Resche's, cculd "carry all he knew. "
Resche died at his home in North St. Anthony in 1854. Landry died near Botti-
neau Prairie in 1853.

So that, without counting Charles Wilson, the first four white

men to reside en any part of the present site of Minneapolis wereﬁ??La Grue,
“4
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James Menk, Charles Landry, and Joseph Resche--not taking into acccunt the
men that lived in the little house at the chernment mill, on the south side
of the river; for they were soldiers and their home--if it be proper to call
it a home--was properly Fort Snelling. And the occupation of tﬁése peocple was
in 1838 and 1839. It may well be borne in mind that at the beginning of the
year 1840 there were but three human dwellings here, and one was the hut at

the Government mill; one was Steele's log hut occupied by Resche and family,

and/ the other was a log hut on thé Carpenter—4& Quinn claim, north of Steele's)*

y occupant now unknown.

WHERE THE FIRST ATMS LAY.

Mr . Steele's claim (the old Plympton élaim) was noted in the
written claim as "bounded on the north by a line beginning at a large cedar
tree, situated on the east bank of the river," cpposite the Falls, and "running
thence in right angles to the river" to an indefinite extent. The first bound
ary linestof the claims were almost admirably uncertain and confused. If the
land had been worth $100 a square foot, as it is to-day, perhaps the claimants
would have been more careful.

Sergeant Nathaniel Carpenter's claim, which has been alluded
to as having been made in 1837, before the treaties were ratified, was bound-
ed, "on the south by the claim of Major J. Plympton," and on the west "by the
river," The northern and eastern bounds baffle description and understanding,
but the whole tract was to "contain abcut 320 acres." The two claims of Steelgd
and Carpenter comprised all the lands on the east side of the Falls then con-
sidered worth claiming!

On November 3, 1838, Sergeant Carpenter transferred a half
interest in his claim to Thomas Brown, for a consideration of $35. Brown
is described in the certificate of transfer as "Private Thomas Brown, of Com-
pany AJ Fifth United Statee Infantry." One-half of 360 acres of Minneapolis
town site for §25! A log house was soon after built on the claim by the
joint owners. It was situated near the river, on land between what are now

Third and Fourth Avenues Northeast. The certificate (8till owned by the
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heirs of the late John B. Bottineau) states that the land referred to is
"in the County of Crawford, and Territory of Wisconsin}" it is dated at
"Fort Snelling, Towa Territory," and is signed by Nathaniel Carpeater, in
the presence of Geo. W. P. Leonard.® Who occupied the Carpenter cabin is not
known.

May 6, 1840, Thomas Brown transferred his interest in the
claim to Peter Quinn, who was described as "of St. Peter, Iowa Territory."
The deed of tramsfer, which is attached to the deed from Carpenter to Brown,
is signed by Brown and witnessed by Norman W. Kittson, then a young fur trad-
er at the Cold Spring, near Fort Snelling. Kittson wrote hismame, but Brown,
who would have been described by Jack Cade as‘;n honest, plain-dealing man,"
could not write, but made his X mark.

Kittson was born in Lower Canada in 1814 and came to Fort Snell
ing in 1834, Late in life he settled in St. Paul and became very wealthy,

prominent, and influential in Northwestern commercial life. He died in 1888.

Peter Quinn was born in Ireland and came to Fort Snmelling in 1824 from Winni-
: 2

/
peg; his half-blood Cree Indian wife (Mdﬁen name Mary Louis@ Findley) came

the following winter on snow-shoes, 1csing her baby en route in a storm.
Quinn became a trader's clerk, Sioux and Chippewa interpreter, Indian farmer,
€tc., at Fort Snelling and was acting as Indian interpreter for the Minnesota
volunteers when he was killed at Redwood Ferry, Aug. 18, 1863, at the begin-
ning of the great Sioux Outbreak.

May 1, 1845, Peter Quinn sold his interest in the claim to
Samuel J. Findley and Roswell P. Russell. The transfers were very loosely
made, without seals and without naming a consideration. While Quinn had
become entitled to an undivided half, in his deed to Finley and Russell he
attempts to divide the claim and describes the part soid as "half of claim—
say, north portion." But nobody questioned the deed’ then. Findley (or
Finley) was a Canadian Scotch.oman and at the time he bought the Quinn inter-

est he was a clerk in Steele's sutler store at Fort Snelling; the -following

year (1846) he married Quinn's daughter, Margaret; subsequently he ran the
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ferry at Fort Snelling for many years. He died in 1855. Russell came to
Fort Snelling with Henry M. Rice, in 1839. He established the firsimstore
in Minneapolis, was receiver qf the land cffice, and became a very prominent
and useful citizen.

'%MQQ 9, 1846 ,”®indley and Russell deeded their interest to
Pierre Bottineau, (often pronounced Burch-e-noe) one of the most honorably
noted mixed-bloods in Minngsota. The deed jo Battineau describes tﬁe pPTro-
Mperty as, "a certain tract of United States iénd in the Territory of Wiscon-
‘8in, 8t. Croix gounty, on the Mississippi River, above the Falls of St. An-
thony, containi%g éﬁe hundfedﬂand sixty (160) acres, more or less." The
consideration is named as $150. The deed was written by Joseph R. Brown,
and of course is in correct and proper form. It is witnessed by Brown and
Philander Prescott. Mention has already been made that Brown made the firs%
"claim" to land in Hennepin County, selecting a tract on Minnehaha Creek,
near its mouth. Prescott was long connected with the Government service at
Fort Snelling, as Indian farmer, etc. Although hie wife was one of their
tribe and he had children by her, he was murdered by .the Siocux on the upper
ui;nesota, the first day of the outbreak of 1862. |

. PIERRE BOTTINEAU, ELI PETTIJOHN, AND JOSEPH RONDO.

Pierre Bottineau had come to Fort Snelling in 1837, with

Martin McLeod, ( for whom a county is named) having lost two companions

i : et
on the way, The men lost were two officers, who had been in the British

mdil itary service and“%ére coming into the United States-fromiﬁ' _
Lieut. Hayes, was of Irish extraction; the other, Lieut. Pa¥§g, Qagué Pol-
ish gentleman of long experience in ﬁ?litary life. They were lost i@ a
heavy blizzard west of Lake Traverse. Battineau was the largest real estate
owner in East Minneapolis for several years in the beginning.

From the papers of J. B. Bottineau it has been learned that
Pierre Bottineau became the owner of the remainder of the Carpenter claim

in 1844, and thus came to own and control all of the original Carpenter

tract of 320 acres.
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“enough, since he resided in Mlnneapolis many years, and now Jul% 1913 lives

here--is given in Warner & Foote's, Hudson'%)and Atwater's histories as

"Petit John,l«as if his family name was John and his ghrlbtlan name Petit)
(Atwater)?)
came here. He made a claim south of Ste>le 8, c1a1 é down th rlver,ﬂli §

%
In 1842 Eli Pettijohn, an Ohio man (whose name--singularly é?
3

i eendinuatly o tles Lilt of Wivncagiplis
where the Urlver31ty buildings now stawd 845 ierre B@ttlneau pur-

chased ggg;e ohn's claim and"then was, by odds, the largest landholder in
the locality. His possessions extended down the river, or eastf#ward, almost
indefinitely.

The same year that Eli Pettijohn made his claim, or in \§
1843, came another French-Canadian, Joseph Rondo, (or Rondeau) and made a té
claim north of the Carpenter claim. He waéiﬁed River refugee, and one of
these evicted by Maj. Plympton's order from the Fort Snelling reservation.

He came up from down St. Paul way and made a elasim with sueh uncertain boun-
daries that he was always in trouble about tﬁem. He was 46 years of age then,
and could not géok opposition from the younger men of the eettlement. Then
he was aggressive and troublesome, and was continually trying to encroach up-
on the Carpenter claim, especially upon Boom Island.

In 1845, after Bottineau had bough@the Pettijohn claim, he
began to have trouble with Rondo, but settled it in a summary and effective
way. Rondo had a claim down at "St. Paul's Landiné," as it was then called,
and spent some time upon it. One day, when he was absent from his S5t%.
Anthony claim, Bgttineau, and othere tore down his little c¢abin and with a
yoke of oxen hauled away the logs a mile or more northward and piled them up.
Then Battineau proceeded to "jump" the Rondo claim and mold it. Ronde 1
gave over all attempts tc get his claim back, and in the fall of 1845 settled
permanently on his St. Paul holdings. He lived at St. Paul the remainder
of his life, died wealthy and had a ;Féet named for him.

In a subsequent controversy over land that had been included
in the original Rondo claim testimony was introduced to show that it was

reallx included in the Frank Steele claim. Herewith is given a copy of a

-
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certificate, preserved among the Bottineau papers, which was introduced as
evidence in the/g6ntroversy referred to:

This is to certify that I helped James Mink to run certain
lines on claims belongingto Mr. Mink (now said claim belong-
ing to Mr. F. Steele) and one Belonging to Mr. Quinn,’1
lying on the east side of the Mississippi River, near the
Falls of 8t. Anthony. I do hereby further certify that the
northern line of the claim, now belonging to S. J. Findley
and R. P. Russell, was run by me, in the year 1838, it then
belonging to Mr. P. Quinn. The said line was marked to
commence on a large elm tree, near the shore, -above the
small island in the Mississippi River opposite said claim-
ing. The said northern line was marked according to law.
The trees were all in a line, running due northeast from
the river, or from above said elm tree, and were blazed
on all four sides as well ae could-be done then.

This is further to certify that, according to the way
the above said northern line of said claim was drawn,
that Josepfl Rondo has no claim whatever tc it; that said
Rondo drew his line inside of the above said line, some
two or three years after,jjSept. 9th, 1845.,

CWitness: Peter Hayden, T Baptiste Spence.

(Foqan interesting and generally correct account of these early
land claims at St. Anthony, now East Minneapolis, see Warner & Focote's
History of Hennepin County, 1881, chap. 55; also, John H. Stevens'S "Minnesota
and Its Pecople.")

THE SITUATION IN 1845.

In 1845 the former Pettijohn houée was occupied by Baptiste
Turpin, a French half-breed voyageur, though the claim was 8till owned by
Pierre Bottineau. Paschal and Sauverre St. Martin, Canadian-Frenchmen, came
this year and made a claim below the Pettijchn claim, which extended down the
river below what is now East Washington Avenue and perhaps Riverside Park.
The population of Minneapolis in 1845 2E probably 50. We
may speak of the place as Minneapolis, althcugh it then had, proj
ered, neither "g local habitaticn or a name." I% had not been christene
even laid out. The place comprised a few log cabins scattered along the east
side of the river and the head of the household in each case, with but cne
excepticn, was a French-Canadian or a French-Indian. All cf them were either

guarding their own claims or those of employers. Oldx-Maloney was living at

the Covernment mill, on the west bank of ive but he was a soldier and
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an Irishman. Chas., Wilson, an ex-scldier from the Fort and long in the employ
of Steele as a teamster, was a white man and born in Marylag€; he held Steele's
claim for him at intervals, but the greater part of the time was engaged in

teaming. His wife died in 1838 and when he became a single man, his home was

o

under his hat, wherever that was , and he spent the better of his time at Fort

Snelling. Col. Stevens and Judge Atwater, however, considered him the first

-

American settler. Only one house in the place had a shingled roof, and that

was Steele's cabin which was occupied by Joseph Resche he other rocfs were

L

°

of elm bark or birch bark or sod.

APPFARANCE OF MINNEAPCLIS IN T

In 1842 the east side of the tiver at the Falls was practically
an unbé@kgn forest, with 1ittle clearings abcut the cabins. Nicollet Island
was covered with magnificent sugar/Méples, and for successive years, until the
trees were cut down, three or four sugar camps were opened by the famil ies
living near. These sugar makers were invariably assisted by Indian women from
Cloud Man's and Good Road's villages. As the trees were on an island constant-
ly surrounded by wate€’their roots drew up plenty of moisture at all times and
the spring the sap was very abundant and sweet and never failed. Consider-
ble quantities of sugar were made each spring, although the machinery was
primitive and rude. Birch-bark pans caught the sap as it flowed froﬁ gashes
in the trees made with axes, and it was boiled down and reduced first to syrup
and then to sugar in kettles swung from a pole supported by forked sticks.
Thef%resence of flakes of ashes, bits of dead leaves, etc., did nct affect the

taste of the sugar, which indeed was very tocthsone.

AS SEEN BY COL. STEVENS IN 1847.

The west side'was then Indian xxXkxxx®E country and back from
the river to the Indian villages and mission staticn on Lake Calhoun and on
/?6 Fort Snelling was a stretch of prairie, with oasee of timber and brushwooc

L

and grass-bordered lakes here and there. In the spring of 1847, when John H.

Stevens first visited the locality, he wae impressed.with.it and in his
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"Minnesota and Its People" (pp. 30 €t seq.) he describes it as he then saw

_—~"TFrom the mouth of Crow River to the Western bank of the
" Falls of St. Anthony was an unbroken but beautified wilderness.

With the exception of the old military building, [}he Government

mill] on the bank, opposite Spirit Island, there was not,--and,

for aught I know, never had been--a (White man's] house, or &

s8i gn of: [ﬁhité] habitaticn, on the west bank ¢of the Mississippi

from Crow River to a mi%e. or two below Minnehaha.

The scenery was picturesque, with wocdland, prairies, and
oak openings. Cold springs, silvery Lakes, and clear streams
abounded. FXC&pt the mllltdry reservation, from what is now
known as Bassett's Creek to the mouth of the St. Peter's River,
the land all belonged to the Sicux Indians, and we were trespasse-
ers when we walked upon it.

We were particularly charmed with the lay of theland on the
west bank of the Falls, which includes the present site of
Minneapolis. A few Indians belonging to Good Road's band had
their tepees up, and were living temporarily in them, in the oak-
openings on the hill a little west cf the landing of the old
ferry. There was an eagle's nest in a tall cedar ¢n Spirit
Island, and the birds that cccupied it “eene. to dispute ou?f
right to visit the crags below the Falls*

Many Government mule wagons from Fc*t Snelling, loaded
with supplies for Fort Gaines, were fording the broad, smocth
river near the #rink of the trembldng Falls. Here the dark
water turned white and with a roar leaped 'into the boiling
depth and gargled on its rapid way Ao the Gulf of Mexico.

The banks, of the river above the Falls were skirted with
a few pines ome white "irch, many hard maples, and several,®
elms, with many native grape vines climbing over them, (”hlch
formed delightful bowers) up to the first cﬁgek above the Falls.
The table land back from the river was.covered with oak. - There
were some thickets of hazel and prickly‘pear. ©On:sthe second
bench, below the Falls, from a wquarter %o a half mile back,
there was a dense growth of poplar L?orulus tremuleides, or quak-
ing aspen] that had escaped the annual prairie fires. These
trees wgre very pretty on that spring day, with ®he foliage
just bugting from the: buds. St 08

Here and there weére fine rglllng pralrles, of a fel s
in extent, in the immediate®neighborhood of .the Fallsg; bt+ ‘toward

Minr ehdha the prairies were two or three miles long é@J ‘ex tended
to Lake Calhoun and Lake Harriet. -Né&r the Falls wabtra deep
slough of twe or three acres. Tt was seemingly bottomless.

This and.a few deep ravines. and grasey ponds' were the only
things #&.mar the beauty of the 'secene arcund the Falls.

On*the o0ld road, from the west side landing to the rapids
where teams crossed the river, qzh ford being just below Spirit
Island--Compiler.) was a fine large spring with a copious flow
of clear cold water. It seemed to be,a place of summer resort £
for Indians and scldiers. Large, 11naen trees, with wide-spreading
branches, made a gratful shads. In after years the water of the
spring was much used by the early.settlers. Pic- nic parties were
common in those days from Fort Snelling. The officers, with lad-
ies, would come up and spend the long, hot days in the shade of
the trees and drink the cocl spring water.

For manﬂ&ears after 1821 all the beef cattle required for
the Fort wered pastured, wintered, ard slaughtered near .the old
Qovernment buildings. The locality to the west of the Fort, in
the growing seasons, was often so covered with cattle that it
scémed more like a New England or Middle States pasture than the

* .
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border of a vast wilderness.
On the way from the Falls tc Fort Snelling, about half way

to Little Falls (Minnehaha) e¢reek.was a lone tree. It was

a species of poplar {@erhaps cottcnwoo@] and had escaped the

prairie fires. Its trunk was full of bullet holes. This waSy

the only landmark then on the prairie b¥tween Minnmghaha Falls

and the west bank of the Falls of Sti.Anthony. It was far from

being a pretty tree, but it ‘served.an excellent purpose during

the winter months, when the Indian trail ‘was covered with snow,
aﬂui‘ﬁﬁﬁ there is not a pioneer that had occasion to 'use the old

trail in the winter who will not hold it iA grateful remembrance.

HOW THE EAST SIDE AP‘FA?ED IN 1847.

According to other settlers, Col. Stevens'Sdescription of Minne-
apolis in the fall of 1847 was fairly faithful and certainly not ovérdrawn.
It is well to contrast the appearance of Minneapolis in 1847, the year before
any portion of its site was legally and fully acouired, with its condition in
1916k

Visitors arriving on foot--a very common mode of travel in those
days from the Fort to the cataract--obtained their first view of the Falls

from the high grounds where now the University buildings stand. At this

point, according to the late CGov. Marshall and others, they would halt and

take in the fine view present2d to the west and north.
The Falls themselves constituted thelﬁéntral feature and the
NAUCAL

principal attraction. The zessen seemed to leap over the rocks and fall 25 or
30 feet to the foot of a precipice which extended in nearly a straight line

Hennepin Island to the east bank, forming a gentle curve from the Is-
land to the west bank. With a full current in the river, the rcaring of the
plunging waters seemed to almost threaten the seclid land. In the mist which

-

rose above them, how r, there appeared in the sunshine a beautiful rainbow,
thnt a,Tl/VU/"L
2 bow of promise that no danger was present or appreachidg, and that the
traveler would be richly rewarded by a further and closer approach.
Just below the falls, but showered by their spray, was & little
green islet called "Spirit Island." " Both this and Hennepin Island were cov-
ered with beautiful tamaracks and other evergreens. The Indian story of the

suicide of Ampatu-Sapa-win, or the Black Day woman, has been referred to

is true; it is
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¢ ,:’{ (l A
tradition. The woman committed suicide and murdered her 1ittleﬂby floating
over the terrible cataract into the Maelstrom-]ike whirling waters below.
The Indian assertion that the spirit of the wretched woman dw among the
tamaracks, and that her apparition was often seen, and her voice as she
ed her death song often heard, cannot of course be certainly wvouch f

On the east side of the river the banks s]oped.gently from
the high lands above down to the bank of the river. ©StillfAPather eastward
from the highlands was a level expanse varied by clusters of oak trees of
low, scrubby growth, so that they looked like apple trees, at a distance,
and the collection resembled an old orchard. Still faith@r to the east
northeast the expanse continued, back to the Rose Hills, with oases
and a considerable cranberry marsh intervening,

SIDE AND THE ISLANDS.

On the west side a beautiful rolling prairie, virgin as when

firft created, otr tCﬂuJ out beycnd Cedar Lake. On the banV of the river,

B e s T —

”;ﬁ-tﬁerlbwer urt of bhﬁ Falls, was the old Covernment ﬁlll and the/miller's
little hut adjcining. The mill had two departments, one for sawing and the
other for grinding. The latter had but one run of tuhrs--one old-fashioned
granite millstone--and the gauge had to be altered when the miller changed
from wheat to corn. There was only one saw in 1847, an upright. It did its
work well, but Juired great care in its management, because if broker
replacement would be dif At a distance the buildings, with their gray,
weather-stained surfac: esembled piles of limestone.

In 184" Falls were nearly perpendicular for the most part,
but the wall was irregular and broken, and on its crest “upraised and broken
rocks, against which parts of trees and other timber had lodged, were frequent,
Spirit Island, only a little way below the Falls, withﬁts evergreen covering)
has long since disappeared. Catarac t, Hennepin, and Nicollet Islands, then
without name§ were alsordensely wooded.

THE PIONEERS OF ST. ANTHONY IN 1847.
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Opposite the Falls, but a little removed from the bank on the

side, stcod the log cabin of Frank Steele, with a few acres of corn--

L

8 seven acres--growing in a fenced patch near it; s 1ocation
what is now the corner of-Second Avenue Scuth and Main Street East.
then called the block house was being built. Pierre Bottineau's
the bank of the river, above the head of Nicollet Island; Calvin

A. Tuttle's claim shanty, near the ravine north of the University;

house, then occupied by Luther Patch with his family, including his two

pretty daughters, Maricn and Cora, and a few humble cabins occupied by ,ob=

scure Canadian Frenchmen, were all the human habitations in the little settde-
ment which became Saint Anthony and ie now the wealthy and highly improved

seat of civilization sometimes called East Minneapolis.




Chapter yﬁ i

ST. ANTHONY.

THE_FOUNDING AND EARLY HISTORY OF

(W)

MINNESOCTA OPENED TO WHITE "LE'S MILL AT ST. ANTHONY IS
COMPLETED AND A BUSINESS BOOM RESULTS--FIRST BUSINESS HOUSES OPENED--ADVER-
FOLLOW AND FALL UPON THE FOUNDER OF THE PLACE--FIRST TIMBER=CI TTING
UPPER MISSISSIPPI+<STEELE'S MILL=WHEELS TURN AND THE
MINNESOTA TERRITORY--WM. R. MARSHALL SURVEYS THE

BOOM FOLLOWS--THE ERRY==ADVENTURE SALLIE BEAN--
COVERNMENTAL MACH INERY AT THE

J
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THE LAND IS SURVEYED AND COMES INTO ! [ARKE'
Up to 1848 the land in that part of modern Minneapolis east
of the Miseissippi was not properly in market., The Indian title to it had
been extinguished, but until it had been surveyed, and the survey recorded
and notice of sale at the Land Office given, it could not be fully and legally
acquired. It might be"claimed" before final acquirement, but if a " jumper"
the Land Office and entercd the land so claimed and paid for it his
superior to that of the unfortunate claimant, or "squat
was sometimes called.

In 1847 President Polk established a Government Land Office

at St. Croix Falls for the portion of Wisconsin Territory lying we st of @he

£l
{ oL,

St. Croix Biver. It will be beorn in mind that at that time w at is now et

porticn of Minnesota below Rum River and east of the Minnesota belonged to

Wisconsin, and thd%ountry west and south of the Mississippi practically was
|

m .

a part of Clayton County, Iowa. So that until 1849, when Minnesota Territory
was organized, the portion of Minneapolis east of the big river was in Wiscon-
sin. Cen. Saml. Leech, of Illinois, was appointed Receiver and C. 8. Whitney
Register of the St. Croix Land Office, which was where all the lands in the
Minnesota district and those in the Western Wisconsin district were to be
Miatsv.ohpc
;01d. The country west of the wmizer was Indian land.
Considerable time was required to survey the lands-~tc lay
them off into sections, townships, and ranges--and it was not until Aug
Weaely

15, 1848, when the first r=eds were cffered for sale; this sale continued
two weeks, but only 3,336 acres were sold, at the uniform price of $1.25
agre. - ‘The. 8 d sale commenced September 15, and also continued for two
weeks., At 1§ r gale were disposed the lands now comprised within the
limits of Minnesota, including the town sites of S8t. Paul, St. Anthony (or

Minneapolis) and Stillwater. Only a sccre or 8o of white settlers then

outeide of these towns.

At $his time, and for some years afterward, St. Paul was the
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commercial center of the Northwest. It had a store, a Catholic Churech, a

hundred or sc inhabitante, largely French-Canadians by birth or descent, and

/

e

was known down to St. Louis as 8t. Paul's Paul's Landing. ©St. Anthony
-—by which name the little settlement & was known before it was
laid out and regularly named-—=wae not so important in 1848. It had %Fither

store or church . The citizens bought their goods at the sutler's store of

"Mo-seer Steecle," at Fort Snelling, and when the% attended church (which, to

tell the truth, was not very often) the, greater part of them/Khelt‘?ng?Efﬁér;'
Her 1
Lueian- Galtier's .services in a part of rbs dwelling house at Mendota. A
few Catholics went to their duties down to the little log chapel which good
Father Caltier had built in 1841 and named St. Paul's, and which finally
furnished the town its name.  Every house in both St. Paul and S%t. Anthony
"was in 1848 of*logs, but tliere weré as ‘happy househclds in the two places then
asyfgg,,_,?;ﬁigg,

ffwg/?ﬁﬁﬁagwf*‘It was at the September land sales, as has been said, when the
gi%éé of 8t. Anthony, Bt. Paul, and Stillwater were purchased from the Govern-
ment. The only way of obtaining Government land then was by purchase; the
homestead law was mot _enacted until-thirteen ycars later. To be sure the
greater part of the eclaims héd already been selected, occupied, and improved;
but A0 man-could safely say that he owned his land until he had the Covern-

There had been a little apprehension that " jumpers"
might appear at the sale and bid in some of the improved claims, but ncthing
of the kind was attempted. There were no Speculatdrs present at either the
August or September sale. There was only one aontﬁa bid, which was in a
friendly way between two settlers of Cottage Crove, Washington County, cne
bidding ten cents per acre more tharn the other.

The most exciting pericd of thefSeptember sale was when the
town site of St. Paul was cffered. Some of thefsettlers who had selected
dots and built cabins upon them were disturbed by a rumor that speculators
would be present to bid on the homesteads which the bona fide settlers of

Paul had sel=cted rader Sibley had been selected as the agent of all
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the & s et rs to bid in the lands they wanted, and pay for them.

This he did to the general satigfaction; in some instances he adva
money to help out the impecunious home-seckers. Quite number of
h .Uh

men accom ‘.;,.1”1 to

In one of his "Reminiscences," printed in the State Historical

Stciety's "Collecticns," Gen. Sibley says, ~

I was select by the actual sett 8 to bid off their
porticns of the F fQP t?““, when the hour business
had arrived my sea iably surrounded by a number of
men with huge bludgeo What this meant I could only
surmise, but should re envied the fate of the indiv-
idual that would have ventured to bid against me.//

In the case of St. Anthony there was no trouble and apparentl!
no apprehension of any. Franklin Steele was practically the only bidder.
A few others bid and secdured lands, but seemingly they were bidding for
it has been stated, and not denied, that scon after
a tract extending from University Avenue to the north-
ern limits of St. Anthony village, another tract at the upper end of the
village, and all of Boom Island. It seems from the recorde that he toock mea-

decunt ? i

SCSEe T himo 1f such lands as he thought most valuable, particularly
of his mill, and that for esome reascn he employed others to purchase
and hold certain claims and the ¢ f e hem to him.

~ ,»\1”—)1-‘-— lr“\ ™

uvL

Cheever made a claim near the
present site cof the Universit He had an acquaintance withgertain men of
Boston then regarded as wealthy, and through him and his brother, Benjamin
Gheever, Mr. Stee! onducted negotiations for the purchase of a portion of

waterzpower ¢f St. Anthony Falls at the sit f Steele's projected mi
money recelved to be & ied to the erection of the mill., On the 10th of
deal wae closed, and Steele transferred nine-tents of the waters

¥ of Boston
Robert Rantoul, and ctheq§izor
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As soon as the money was promised measures were at once taken
of
for the erection of a mill. Mr. Ard Godfrey, the Penocbscot country in Maine,

an experienced millwright, was secured to superintend its cecnstruction, and

£

v's
J

he arrived on the ground in the spring of 1847. Before Godfre

]

who had worked for Steele over on the St. Croix, directed the
the water power and other preliminary work before Godfrey's

was not fully completed until in the spring of 1848.

Py

FIRST BUSINESS BOOM.

In the first part of this year (1847) St. Anthony (or perhaps
we should say Minneapolis) had its first business boom. Work was commenced
on the mill and carried well along, &€ the money to assure its completion
was promise%ﬁwhat was ccnsidered a large number of settlers came to the place.
A few of the names have been lost, but the following list is worth looking at
and preserving. Besides Ard Godfrey, who came late in the fall, there were
Wm. A. Cheever, John McDonald, John Rollins,

W. Cummings, . Wm. R. Marshall, R. P, Russell,
Joseph™ M. Marshall, Daniel Stanchfield,

Luther P. Patch, Chas., W, Stimpson,

Edward Patch, Calvin A. Tuttle,

M%LM”{;J

One account says that Cheever came)\in December, 1846, but it

seems that hefdid not settle in St. Anthony until in the spring
As

before stated)Luther Patch occupied Steele's log house, with
his family, which included his two daughters, Marion and Cora. Calvin Tuttle
also had a family. The other families of the place had come in previous
It is claimed that the female members of the Patch family were the
firet fullablood white women in the place; but unless La Crue's wife, of sad
fate and memory, was a mixed blood--and some who knew her declared she was not--

e was the firet white wcman. Mrs. and the Misses P: were the

American wome: for Mrs. La Crue was a Canadian.
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THE FIRS TORES.

The year 1847 saw the establishment of the first "sdoye,"
proper to call it a store. R. P. Russell had for some time been en-
gaged in merchandising at Fort Snelling. He moved over a small stock of gooas
. Anthony and exposed them for sale in a room of the Patch building,
where he boarded. One account is that the- store-room was improvised for the
purpcse, by partiticning off one of the lower rooms of the building, and that
all of the entire steck of goods, including the counter, made only one small

wagon load. When Gov. Marshall established higstore, in 1849, he declared

that it was the first in the place, because Russell's little stock in a

dewelling house could not be called a store.
Russell's intimacy with the Patch family as a boarder and
resulted in his marriag%,Cctcber 3, 1848, to Miss Marien Patch, and

was the first marriare of white people in Minneapoclis. Not long afterward

Cora Patch married Joe Marshall. Marriageable white girls were in demand in
St. Anthony at that time. The men were very largely in the majority, and
nearly all of them were fine young bachelors.

'”ﬁé:.ﬁ. Marshall, who became one of Minnesota's greatest and
most gallant scfdiers and also one of its ablest and best Covernors, walked
across from St. Croix Falle to St. Anthony in the spring of 1847, while the
grcund was yet frozen. He carried a rather heavy pack in which were a
blanket and some ovisions. He liked the place, xx made a claim, bought an
ax from Russell, ) loge enough for a cabin. The next year he and his
brother Joseph came over and built the house. Marshall had heard good
accounte of St. Anthory, but he was a Misscurian,born in Boone chnt% and
had to be‘ghcwn; The place was eéxhibited to hfé’and he liked it.

THE ADVERSITIES OF 1847-48.

Things went well enough for the new settlement until came the

A

winter of 4847-48. The new-ccmers were nearly all New Yorkers. They had come
Y

The

%
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Sdcux would have called them "Kaposia," as being lightly burdened. They
ordered the greater part of their supplies to follow them, first loading
on a canal beat on the Erie Canal.

In December a slow-traveling mail brought bad news to the
New Yorkers at St. Anthony. The canal boat in which their supplies w=are be-

Aaat' are Ll 3 4

ing conveyed wes sunk in the Erie Canal and the supplies became an almost to-
tal loss. The hardware and tools, which they greatly needed, were wholly a
loss. This caused a great scarcity of toolg,whieh were so necessary in their
building operaticns.

The winter came on and it was severe. Provisiocns were scarce

and high, and money was also scarce and hard to obtain. There were all sorts

of discomforts. There was not much to cook, but female cocks were very rar)

3

and in most instances men did the cooking, with unsatisfactory results. The

work of bwilding went on, for the men were improving their cabins with sawed
lumber . Among the New Yorkers Were some carpenters and they were very busy.
Edward Patch was a carpenter,.and a good one, and he became a contractor.

But the old Covernment sawmill, which was depended upon for lumber, was

weak affair. It worked slowly and imperfectly and could not be counted upon

for more than 300 or 400 feet per day. DBRig sleds were made and considerable
P §&. Croy ¥, jfg%Ell%ﬂ%ﬁouﬂvufffﬁz%dﬂig
lumber was hauled

over the snow covered roads, with the thermometer below

zero, by —serewliy-movinsex—+teams from the St. Croix—Mitls. Fond hopes were
bt
entertained that Steele'd new mill would be completed the following spring

in time to do all necessary building in 1848.

Then word came to Mr. Steele that Cushing, Re
wculd not be able to let him have the promised money. The Mexican War was
on. Because American success meant the acquisition of Texas and more slave
territory, cld anti-slavery Massachusetts would not furnish either men or
meney to contribute to that success. But Caleb Cushing, and cthers were
more patriotic. They raised #Za good regiment of fighting Bay State men, and
it was armed and equipped largely by Cushing's personal expenditures. He

was made Colonel of the regiment and led it to the field. ‘The expenses his




patriotism caused him drained his purse so that he had scarcely any money

left to build mills at St . Anthony.

SOME_OF X _STEELE'S EARLY EXPERIENCEYS.

For some time in his early experience in Minneaota, Mr.
was often in straits for money, although he was always active and busy
and engaged in business enterprises,
In April, 1842, he was in Phniladelphia, where he had purchased
a bill of goods for his sutler's store at Fort Snelling. These gocods he
meant to ship over one of the few railroads then in the country to New York,
where they would be transferred to a ship and carried to New Orleans by sea.
From New Orleans they would be carried by steamboat to St. Louls, and from
St. Lcui% by another steamboa?}they would be brought to Fort Snelling.
The Sibley papers, in possession of the State Historical

Society, show that at this time Steele wrote to Sibley (who became his brother-

in-law) then in Washington City two letters which are most interesting.
April 6, he wrote that he was to marry "Miss B , of Baltimore," and take
her with him when he returned to - Fort. Snelling. Sibley was earnestly in-
vited to attend the wedding, which he did. "Miss B." wae Miss Ann Barney,
a granddaughter of Commodore Joshua Barney, the noted naval commander, and
also of Samuel Chase, a signer of the Declaration. In the letter of invita-
tion to the wedding Mr eele wrote further to Sibley:
Now, dear Sibley, permit me to ask a favour of ycu. Can
you assist me, in some way through Mr. Chouteau, to about
$900., I am willing to pay well for the accommodation and
shall be able to repay it im St. Louis or at St. Peter's.
**¥*Tf you can arrange it for me, I shall consider myself
under lasting obligations to you, and shall always be most
happy to reciprocate so great a kindness.*** We shall leave
) @ immediately after the marriage for the West, my youngest
——gigter accompanying us.
The "youngest sister" referred to was lMiss Sarah J. Bteele,
he following May, became the wife of the then chief trader, Sibley,

friend. Three days after the letter quoted from was written,

eele wrote again from Philadelphia to Sibley at Washington, thanking him




®

rance a would be present at the wedding on
impertuning him agapn to procure the loan, saying:

I hope that Mr. Chouteau will be able to manage the
money matter; if not, I shall be under the necessity of re-
% R ] o 5 £ o ‘f,\,.)'] 4= 3 snn pap B . '3 £ s -
turning here from Bdltimore, as I have a number of bills
to pay for the folks at Fort Snmelling, as well as the in-
surance on my goods. Now, my dear fellow, if you ever ex-
pect to do me a favour, do try and aceist me in arrang-
ing this matter, ae a neglect may injure me at Fort Snells
ing. Me¢ney matters are so tight here that it is entirely
out of the question to do anything. I hope to see you in

Baltimore on the 14th.

Mr, Steele's straitened circumstances continued for many years,
just at the critical periods of his life, when he was striving to lay the
foundations of commercial enterprise in Minnesota and to accumulate a comfort-
able fortune. Yet his condition did not dishearten him, or even daunt him.

had confidence that everything would come out all right in the end and he
infused a part of this confidence into the systems of his associates and fel-
low-pioneers, Iis credit was never impaired. Even the workmen whom he had
been unable to after the failure of the Massachusetts *capitalists,™

trusted him and continued to work for him, and in the end were paid in full.

,His I. O U's were as good as est paper mone]

-

ON THE

- C 1 . - o

In Septamger, 1847, Daniel 8 hfield, Severe Bottineau,
brother) and Charles Manock went up the Mississippi and Rum River
birch-bark cance in the capacity of what would now be called '"cruisers"
pine timbers Steele wanted to assure himself and Cushing, Rantoul, ét al.,
that there was abundant standing pine timber in Minnesota to justify the
erection of at least two good saw-mills at St. Anthony. Then Cushing et
would loan him the money he needed. Another object of the cruise was
cure the proper timber out of which to construct the mill-dam,
were so ng pine logs wanted. Moreover it would be
for the first sawing could be secured.

Stanchfi another Maine lumberman, was the leader cof the

three uisers. oging party accompained the cruisérs but went on foot
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except for one cance carrying supplies. In the country on the Rum River
and south of Mille Lacs they found plenty of timber. Stanchfield reported
to Steele thatfhere was "more than 70 saw-mills can saw in 70 years." He
soon established a logging camp and began cutting.
Accompanying tl "ecruisers" or explorers were about
the s ceeping pe wit] explorers in the
discovered } hey were to form a logging camp,
went on to find more pine, and when the camp had been
ccnstructed they were to begin cutting and "banking™ the logs, until the ex-
plorers returned and further plans should be made. Both explorers and cutters
worked hard, and , though the mosquitoes and gnats nearly ate them up, they
¢ut a great many logs, and by the first week in November had them piled on the
bank.

Caleb D, Dorr and John McDonald had been sent up Swan River froj

i
1

the camp for some pieces of big timber that cculd not be obtained on Rum River

They had secured the long and big logs, had rolled them into Swan River, (which

_ e Yhutirupipi
flows eastward and comes, on the west side, near Little Falls) then floated
them down the Mississippi to the mcuth of Rum River. Here,-et—the mouth of
tris—s{tream, a great boom of the logs from Rum and Swan Rivers was formed.
was a bad nirhg)abcut November 1. he snow was falling fast and freezing
the surfaces of the logs as it fell. Cold weather had come and apparently
stay. Dorr and Stanchfield had talked over their operaticns. They were
glad and congratulated themselves that they had more logs for Mr. Steele
than He could saw during the entire winter, even if he ran his saws night and
day.
But lo! at midnight the frail supporte of the boom gave way,
the boom itself broke up, and the logs went whirling swiftly down on the

i €

boscm of the river, dashed over the Falls of St. Anthony, and were lost for-

ever! Mr. Steele stood on the high bank of the river at Fort Snelling and
saw them floating by, and he had no power to stop ther His hopes for a

useful seaso Pl atsd awat  wd A gt
ason floated away with them, and there was a Painfuy
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hour of discouragement f this man of enterprise. Luckily, however, Caleb
Dorr succeeded in saving most of the fine logs he had cut and delivered them
at St. Anthony the next spring.
HFn»L IN ISLAND TIMBER USED.

The late pioneer lumberman, Daniel Stanchfield, has left in
imperishable form much of his recollecticn of events pertaining to the begin-
nings of 8t. Anthony and Minneapolis. 1In a paper which is published in Volume
9 of the State Historical Collections, and entitled "Pioneer Lumbering on the
Upper Mississippi," he has set down many items of interest and value. This

antiete chapli,
pEper is freely quoted from in this aztisle.

Mr. Stanchfield says that upon his return to St. Anthony after
the disastrous boom break, it was at his suggestion and on his advice that
Ard Godfrey built the dam largely of local timber. The loge used were cut on
Hennepin Island, without waiting to procure others frem the pine forests of
the upper Mississippi The logs were of hard wood and used without hewing or

Z@ﬂé&%fssiézfyand’“25Y2%kifzji%b§u9?tj%5¢£%2he%2,plne timbers. Tla#1 they were
vitioh

used, was a decided advantage. The planks used for ﬁalllng over the

cracks, etc., were brought from the St. Croix mills.

When the success of the dam was assured, Bﬁzﬁ?xt thing was to

ag et &
procure a s 2 f pine timber for sawing. In the fall of 184?A;re parations

were made for logging on the upper Mississippi, in the region of the Crow

Wing River Teams to haul the cut l1cgs to the river bank, log sleds to bear
theﬁ)and men to dri ind care for them, were cbtained in what is now Washing-
ton County. ’ the fi vecembe{7&nd snow covered the ground wh

the ocutfit startedy === ten days later it reached the lumber district and its
scene of operations, below the Crow Wing River, a mile back from the Mississ-
ippis

LR

TIMBER PURCHASED FROM THE CHIPPEWAS

Through the assiste ’ Henry M. Rice, who then had
ing post at the mouth of the Crow Wing, and Allan Morrison, who had long

lived in that quarter and had a Chippewa wife, trees were purchased from the
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Chippewa Chief "Pug-o-na-ge-shig? or Hole in the Sky, (commonly called Hoie

in the Day) for a consideraticn of 50 cents a tree. Hgle in the Day was then
chief of the old Pillager band of Chippewas, having succeeded to the name and
rank of his father, who had been murdered the previous year. The Indian vil-
lage waﬁ)jn the winter of 1847- 4§,cn an island in the Mississippi, opposite
the mouth of the Crow Wing.

Work was prosecuted vigorously through the winter and with
much success., A great deal of the hauiing was done by ox teams, which travel-
eéd slowly but steadily. March 1 work was stopped and Mr. Stanchfield orderea
the camp broken, and he and many-of the cutters set out for St. Anthony. A
sufficient number of drivers was left in camp to bring down the logs when the
Mississippi should be open, a month or so later.

anchfield tells us that he found Mr, eele sick in bed,
perhaps from r-wcrk and worry. The lumberman, by Steele's direction,
went down to Galena, and from bankers there he says he ‘received, "two remits
tances of §5,000 each from Cushing and Company, their investment for lumber
manufacturing at St. Anthony."

DID STANCHFIELD CET TEE MONEY?

2

But Mr. Stanchfield’'s positive assertion that he received for
e $10,000 from Cushing and Company, is clearly disputed by other
good authorities that declare the Boston men, Cushing and Rantoul, did not
pay Mr. Steele $10,000 or any other sum. By their defﬁult, it is claimed,
Cushing and Routoul forfeited their contract and lost all interest in the
St. Anthony property Va: » & Foote's History, (printed in 1881, when many

-

cld pioneers conversant with the facts were living and presumably were inter-

viewed for historical data) states pps}févely that these were the facts.

Goodhue's historical sketeh, wri
Steele, says: " A few months sifge Cushing and Company, of Massachusetts, hav-
ing failed to comply with the conditicns of their purchase of a part of this

2lf of the water power to
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Regardinghhe starting ¢f the mill and other incid 3 connected

therewith, Stanchfield says:.

f’Tha first sawmill that the company built began to saw

lumber September 1, 1848, just one year from the time when the
exploring party in the little cance started up the MicsgiBsippi
to estimate its supply of pine. Following that exploraticn,
BAXXXXIRXXREXXXXXX8xxZ the town was surveyed and lots were
placed on sale, The real estate office and the lumber office

- Were together. Later in the autumn a gang-saw mill -and two
shingle mi’ls were to be erected, to be ready for business in
the spring of 1849. "Sumner W. Farnham ran the first sawmill
during the autumn, until he tock charge of cne cof my logging
parties for the winter. As soon as the mill was started, it
was run night and day, in orderfto supply encugh lumber for the ¢
houses of immigrants, who were pouring in from the whole country.

JONATHAN CARVER'S HEIR COMES FORWARD.  onill

While Steele was completing and when he had completed)he was
anncyed for a time by a Philadelphia man, Dr. Hartwell Carver, who claimed to
be one ¢of th; heirs ¢f Capt. Jonathan Carver, the explorer of 1767. Capt.
Carver, as has been stated, claimed that the Indians had given him a large
grant of land in this regic¢ny including the site of St. Anthony Falls. This
Hartwell Carver claimed that he was a descendant of the old explorer and that
he h;&_gﬁfchased the interests of some of the other Carver heirs in their

ancestor's claim. In November after the mill was completed he wrote Steele

that he had borrowed 30,000 in cash from Hon. Lewis Cass with which to purchase

the interests of the remaining heirs. In the same letter, (which is among the

Sibley papers, and which smells of blackmai%) he warns the pecple of St.

Anthony that he can do much for them if they will approach him in the proper
way. To Mr, Steele he hints that he has a strong legal claim on the mill and

says:
/

§

I can prove to you, sir, that I was offered by some

men in 8t. Louls ten thousand dollars in cash for a quit-
claim deed to your claim. The temptation, sir, was great,
for I wanted the money badly. But, sir, come to go on there
and see what you had done and how you was situated, and after

-

talking with some of the pecple I concluded not to do it.#

Two years before, or in 1846, Dr. Carver had visited St.

-

Anthony in the interest of his claim. However sincerely he really believe

in 1ts rightfulness, it is reazsonabl: lain that he was trying to frighten




Mr.,Steele into paying him some money

gite of "his-mill 1%

geems

blackmail, first upon Steele and next upon the

lands he pretended to own under a mythical

~

tor, the unreliable Capt. Jonathan Carver.
J £
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¥xrs., Huse, (:r Hugheé)the next was an addition to the house of Richard Rogers,

and it was built by Washington Cetchell; the third was the house of Getchell
himself. (See Warner & Foote's History.)

In the spring of thie year (1848) William A. Cheever, the enter-
prising Bostonian, platted a town on his land, now occcupied by scume of. the
University buildings, and sold some lots. Other settlers came and another

bocm was on. Cheever's plat was never record however

ORCANIZATION OF MINNESOTA TERRITORY.

It wae in the summer of 1848 when the first steps were taken
for the organizaticn of Minnesota Territory. A bill, whose real author was
Joseph R. Brown, and which provided for the Territory's organization, was
introduced in Congress by Hon. Morgan L. Martin, Delegate from Wisconsin
Territory, in 1846. Brown and Martin had been associates in the Wisconsin
Territorial Legislature in 1841, and it is said that the organization gcheme
was then planned by them. The bill passed the House but failed in the Senate.
It was apparent to the latter bodythat there were not 500 bona-fide white
settlers in the proposed Territory.

C ngress admitted Wisconsin as a State May 39, 1848, with bound-

7
(¢

aries GQAIE pr;a:':. The lower part of the country between the Missis

1 '(""

and the 8t. Croix, including St. Anthony, had been St. Croix county .

the creation of Wisconsin, as a State, this St. Croix County was left out
and became/ a no-man's land, as it were, and Stillwater, 8t. Paul's and St.
Anthony were under no law or government. And yet there was a court house,
(2% Stillwater) court records and clerk, justices of the peace, etc.

The people were greatly dissatisfied, and finally decided to
acticn and have it determined that they were still under a republican &
of government. They claimed that the country which had formally belong-

ed to Wisconsin Territory but hac en left out of Wisconsin State, was, prima_

8till Wisconsin Territory mEmixkazxkezrx¥zXx and entitled to
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THE STILLWATER CONVENTION.

Pursuant to certain preliminary meetings and a public call,
convention of all persons interested" was held at Stillwater,
The number of men participating was 61. Franklin Steele, Joseph
and Paschal St. Martin attended from St. Anthony. Mr. Steele was
in the proceedings.

The Conventicn declared that the country west of St.  Croix was
8till the Territory of Wiscoﬁsin and entitled to have a Delegate in Congress.
Whereupon Henry H. Sibley, of Mendota, was unanimously elected by the conven-
tion as such Delegate. Sibley had not lived in St. Croix County, Wisconsin,
but always in Iowa, until it became a State, when he too became, a resident
of a no-man's land. At a special election, held October 30, Sibley was elect-
ed Delegate by a decided majority, over Henry M. Rice. The St. Anthony voters
went down to St. Paul'€ to vote. The contest was spiriteqﬁbut the result was
acce§§%§ and Sibley went on to Washington, and, after some discussion, was ad-

e
mitted ag a "Delegate from the Territory of Wisccnsin, " and tcok his seat
in the House of Representatives.

The Comnventicn also resoclved in favor of the organization of
a new Territory, to be called Minnesota, and it was understoocd that Delegate
Sibley's chief duty would be to introduce a bill to that effect,' and to press
it to final passage. This he did, and the necessary enactment was secured at
the ensuing Congress. One of the very 1last official acts of President Pol%}
March 3, 1849, was the signing of the bill which created Minnesota Territory.

THE NEWS REACHES ST. ANTHONY.

The winter of 184#29 was a hard one on the little settlement
at St . Anthony. It was long and severe. A rather hesvy snow fell November].
To the people of St., Paul's, Fort Snelling, St. Anthcny and Stillwater the
long season was most uncomfortable. In additicn to the inclemency of the

weather and the consequent privaticg there was a loneliness hard to bear.

The nearest point of wail distributicn and supply was at Prairie du Chien,
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nearly 200 miles down the river; | or four months of this season the river
was ice-locked, and neither men, m chandiee, or mail could be brcught up by

forxx long periods the settlements were entirely cut off from
communicaticn with the outside world.

There were no men and no merchandise én route to this locality,
but the mail, scanty as it was, might be brought in and wculd be gladly wel-
comed. There were no horse teams available, and so dog sledg were construct-
ed amd made to serve as mail coaches Teams of dogs were
and a coureur du bois, who was sometimes a white man but generally a mixed
blood, was hired to drive and manage the dogs, having to carry raticns for
them and himself during the entire round trip.

The mail route was over the the - river, and it was not.
always smooth. The outfit encamped at night by.a good fire whiqh the driver
kindled. On the return trip from Prairie du Chien a chilling, cutting, Arc-
tic wind blew steadily in the faces of man and dogs all the way. Under such
circumstances the mail arrivals were always infrequent and uncertain. It was
not until January that the news of Gen. Taylor's election to the Presidency,
in the first week of November, reached Fort Snelling. About the 1st of
February, word came that Delegate Sibley had introduced his Territorial bill

and was working for it, but there were only faint hopes of its passage.

The snow began to megt about March 1. The %Track on the river

became wet, slushy, and impracticable, and, the dog mail sledge was abandoned

»
and the mails discontinued until the opening of steamboat navigation in the
It was not until the 9th of April when the steamer "Dr, Franklin No.
3sell DBlakeley, arrived at St. Paul's with the glad news that Minne
sota Territory had been organized, and the cheering tidings soon spread to

the other settlements. The organization was one of the most important epochs

in our history. The full details, including the appointment of the first

Territorial officers, with Alexander Ramsey as Covernor, belong to other his-
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tories. (See Neill's History; also "Minnesota in Three Centuries," etc.)

LEADING EVENTS OF 1849.

he year 1849 was not only of commanding influence upon Minne-

sota, but upon the town of St. Anthony, and other towns in the new Territory.
St. Anthony now belonged to something, and was no longer in a no-man's land or
a neutral zone. It belonged to a regular political organizaticn of the United
States, a Territory, with all the rights and powers of such a political divis-
d wonderfully in the development of the little village.

buildings we: rected, new capital invested.

LAYING

The first town laid out and established in Minnesota was "Dah=

" on the 8t. Croix in 1839 by Joseph R. Brown, who made the first claim

and in Hennepin chnt% was the first white visitor to Lake Minnetonka, etc.

In 1843 the name of "Dahkote" was changed to Stillwater. St. Paul was laid
out and named in 1847, but St. Anthcny was not regularly established until
in thHe Bpring of 18489.
In the latter seascon, Wm. R. Marshall returned from the St.
It has already been stated that he came over in the
847, made a claim, cut scme logs for a cabin, bu?,being unable to
procure a team to haul them to the site selecteqlhe returned to St. Croix.
Now he was back at St. Anthcn@ determined to perfect his claim, build his
cabin and make this his permanent home, and he had brought his brother Joseph
with him. He soon built two houses, and in one of them, which was cn Main

Street, "above the former residence of JohnfﬁolliN9," he and his brother
established their store, which CGov. Marshall always claimed was the
store or merchandising establish ment in Minneapolis; he contended that
"wheelbarrow load of goods" in the Patch residence was not, proper-
a store. The first weddings, it will be remembered, were those of
hen young "merchant princes" of their time, R. P. Russell and Joe -Mar-

, and the two pretty Patch girls.
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was a man of various accomplishments. He was
a good land surveyor, and scon after his arrival Frank Steele engaged him to
survey his town and lay it off into streets, alleys, bloc and lots.
shall had his own surveyor's compass and chain with him, and the work was soon
properly done, for Marshall was a good surveyor. In his written acccunt of his
survey on this occasicn, made many ars subsequentl he said that he tried to
gecure good-sized lots and wide ¢ - 8 were génerally 66 feet wide
165 feet in depth. All the ets were 80 feet wide. Main Street run-
ning up and down the river, was surveyed as 80 feet wide, but in places the
ey did not include certain projections over the river bank, and where
these unsurveyed portions were the street was often 100 feet wide or more.
Warner & Foote say that Main Sﬁ;et was "made 100 feet wide,"by the ‘survey, but
thig-is a mi take.
The State Historical Society has lately come into possession,
by purchase, of Gove. Marshall's plat or map of his survey of the orginal tow
gite of St. Anthony, or as the plat calls it, " St. Anthony Falls." Thi
docupent is in fine preservation and not only interesting but instructive.
certificate attached is in Gov. Marshall'e handwriting, quite legible, and
reads: St. Anthony Falls, Oct. ©th 1849.]

/

I hereby certify that the map hereuntc attached is a
correct plat of a Town survey made by me for Arncld W. Taylor,
Franklin Steele, and Ard Godfrey. ©Said town being located on
sections twenty-three and twenty-four, in Township No. twenty
nine north (and) of Bange No. twenty-four west of 4th Mer-
idian.

W. R. Marshall, Surveyor.

T

The map was recorded in the office of Hon. Wm. Holcombe, (af ter-

ward Lieutenant Gecvernor, etc.) then Register of Deeds for "Washington Countgy"

tillwater, as per his certificate attachead:

(State or Territory not named ) at S ‘

Register of Deeds' Office County of Washington.}
/

I hereby certify that the annexed Town Plat of St. An-
thony Falls, certificate of survey, or acknowledgment was
th is day received in t'is office for record, at 6 c'clock
P. M., and was there-upon duly recorded in Book A of Town
Plats, on pages 36,37, and 38.

Done at Stillwater, Nov. 10, 1849,

W. Holcombe, Re
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LOTS "RIXED,"

Pierre Rottineat ;he FPrench half-blood, who had always been on
Northwestern frontier and had never n & city, and who m‘meﬁc much of
Anthony realty, outside of the Steele &Arno: survey, was impressed with

had done for Frank Steele's p: rt3 He could not read, and
had never read of a cifty and did not know how one was construected;
Steele and Marshall and 188 VeY others comment on Marshall's

some months gaid to the take my land

o A1 - g
and r~plioc&

5

but do as you please.” Thereupon Marshall"fixed

Folgom, who

after a term of se¢ ice in the Hex

mplete, imperfect, and was superseded by the nev
survey.
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Mr. Steele had already chosen the name of his town, as

o/

Anthony; “ut Marshall added the word "Falls" to the iegnation on the map &

so recorded.- M arshall claiming that "St. Anthony Falls" was already
80 well known that the name would advertise the place and at once identify
ite locality. Everybody would know that a town had been laid out at the fam-
ous cataract. But in time Steele said "St. Anthony Falls" was "tco big a
mouthful for a man to spit out at once," and plain 8 Anthony was better

because shorter.

Marshall was far above mediocrity as a man and as a character,
He was born in Boone County, Mo. , but mainly reared in Illincis. He was lar-

gely self-educate acquired book-keeping and a knowledge of business,
= L & o o

had "msrnla 19 | el o 2 2 g 3 1
fad "picxed up" surveying and civil engineering, and learned much else by
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ng

reading ?zﬁ private study. He had been a farmer in Illinois, a lead miner

at Galena and in Wisconsin, a lumberman on the St. Croix, was elected to the

Wigconsin Legislature i and when he came to St. Anthony he was well

prepared to fight oatt )f life there cor anywhere. - Long afterward, when

3

he had been Legislator, Commissicner, colonel, brevet-brigadiw, Governor,

etc., he described, in a public address, (which was printed) his impressions

22
¢f his first view of St. Anthony Falls after he had hiked over from the St.
Croix, with his knapsack on his back, to.see them:

with weary feet, I stcod at last, in the afterncon
day, on the brink of th’ Falls, I saw them in all
LdAt} and graneur, unmarred by the hand of men, and in
cauty of nature as no one has seen them in the past 22
As. the 1ight of the fast-declining sun of that autumn
hed the tops of the trees and the symmits of the
geptle hllls mnu left the shadows of th “aaed lSldEuS dark-
ling the waters, and as the plunging, seething, deafening
Falls sent up F» mist and se its rainbow arching the scene,
I was filled wi se of the awe-inspiring in nature such
as I have rarely since o7 i ; At that time (October,
1847) two or three aim shanties e the only human habit-
aticns there,
Gov. Marshall was apparently a meek and mild-mannered man, as

I
gentle as a woman and as sweet-voiced as a gi But his stout arms and hard
fists had carried him safely and triumphantly through the battling lead mineprs
of Galena, and he came to St. Anthony just after he had licked Jim Purrington,
the bully of the St. Croix. Moreover, when he became Colonel of the Seventh

Minnesota, he charged the Indians, sword in hand, at Wood Lake and rode them

‘ %/D\,M/Ld/s -
aonn‘atghcaptured hundreds at Wild Goose Nest Lake; and when he e&me*;cuth to

Nasghville and Tup he raged in battle like a son of thunder. In the

attack on Mobile he received a grisly wound in the neck frcm a Confederate

2

musket ball; yet, when the surgeons had bound it up, he mounted his horse,

~

and in his capacity of general in command of a division galloped at the head

¢f his men square up against the Confederate linef and disposed them for the

fighting. This was the man that laid out St. Anthony, ned i first store,

and made so many good fights for the tewn in its ear]

At different periods Gov. Marshall was prominent as a business
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man. He was a merchant, a banker, a real estate dealer, a newspaper proprietor
and editor, etc. He was in ill health in the later years of "ig 1ife and died
at P@_;‘;:;;_Q:‘;'_r':;;;, G‘!;lif(_,"“bi;r, Jan., ".:?, 18%86. Ee .-was buried in Oakland Cen'r:‘te_y, B

B ™Y
raul .

Meanwhile another important feature of improvement had been
added to St. Anthony. For a long time the only means of crossing the river
directly at the Falls was by fording on the ledge at the foot of Nicollet
Island, and this cculd be dcne only at low water and before the dam was built.
The current was swift and horses required sharp shcoes to preyent their s%ip—
ping on the rocks. AV, Boom Island the current was less rapid, and here ‘cross-

ade in canoces. One old Indian woman, of Cloud Man's band, who, how-
ever, lived near the Government Mill and was noted for her skill
fish, ferried many persons across the river at this point
In 1847 Mr. Steele established the first fex
ween Nicollet Island and the west bank. Teams wishing tc
to follow the ledge of the cataract to the

to the ferry landing e ferry was
rope stretched across the stream and fastened to large
end. The boat was constructed at Fort Snelling of lumber
brought from the St. Croix. The ferry was of great convenience in crossing
between Fort Snelling and Anthony, and as time passed became in-
ele's agent, took charge of the ferr)
track across the river was substantially where afterward was the route
of the suspensicn bridge, and ¢ i e hut was built for the ferryman on the

4

island. The fir ferryman was a voyageur from the Fort named Dubois. some
(o)

3 .

him "Dubey.") Edgar Falscm, a brother of Simeon
fall of 1847, and the next summer tock charge of the

ferry and with the help of an employe ran it ocne seascn. He met with so many

miaham Fh o
misha that he

quit
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disgusted with the business. On one occasicn

the boat rope threw him twenty
feet into an ice-pack, and ? 1early ‘lost his life. : '

is vcuched for as true)lMiss
who lived at the old mill, on
£ was raised on the
knew how to manage a cance, but this time she lost her pad-
In an instant she
was struggling her 1ife in the deep water. However she contived to clutch
the rope to which she clung until Falsom paddled out in another cance and res-

cued her,.

ESCAPES DEATH AND MATRIMONY.

menvily

When he had borne her safely ashore, Folsom mereily said tc the
girl that he thoughtpghe ought to marry him as a reward for having saved her
life. "But for me you would have drowned," he said; "for you could hardly
have saved yourself." Folsom was quite plain featured, and gazing at him a

damsel , with affected alarm , exclaimed: "O, put me back

The incident became known and Folsom soon resigned. H

AL et

succeeded by Captain John Tapper, of noble memory, (and who died .
)

i€2P2) who operated it until the bridge was built, in which work he assisted,

and then he was given charge of the bridge and collected tolls on it for

Sron 7%

In her usually correct narraticn of early incidents, iqA"Fleral

several years.

p. 203) Miss Harriet E. Bishop says that Mise Bean's father rescued hegx
Gocdhue, of the Minnesota Pioneer, got the particulars, from first
He wam a member of Judge Meeker's grand jury which convened at the
Government Mill in the summer of 1849 and took dinner at the hospitable table

of Reuben Bean, in the little hut adjoining the Mill. From the family he ob-

tained the details of the incident and thus related them

in the next issue

3, 1848,) of the Pioneer:




romantic peri
which she atten )T > east side of the .river,
the ferry, the young man usually in attendance was
therefore, took the canoe and proceeded alone. When about two-thirds of the
way acroes the stream, a "flaw” of wind somehow carrie
| leaving her helpless. A short distance below the ferry
is everywhere rapid, begins to accelerate in its descent
rods below. d it n been for the ferry rope,

shore to shore, Miss Bean must inevitably been car
a swift destructicn; for the boat, after descending a
seized up by the rope and received such a jerk and lifting up that
lady was thrown into the dangerous water. In an instant, however,
the rope and saved herself from either sinking or being swept over the
She nerved her strength to the occasicn, and even worked her way along

rope for some five rods When her strength was almost exhausted, Mr.
] |

\Folsom, the fe '3;?f)'rTiVCd with a boat and saved her.

THE BOOM OF 1848,

ot. Anthony grew very *teadilg even during the winter of 1849,

n+

and in the spring advanced rapidly. Stanchfield says that before :Gov. Ramsey,

the new Territorial Governor, proclaimed the organization of Minnesota Territ-

o

fory, which was June 1, 184S, "a busy town had grown up called St. Anthony,

New England immigrants and presenting the appearance of a thriv-

village." ©Steele's mill ran day and night in order to supply
the demands for lumbeﬁﬁcr houses, which were going up all over the place.
They were built chiefly of green pine lumber; there was no time tc wait for
it to become seasoned. When dry lumber had to be used it was hauled across

from Stillwater. arp 's and other skilled workmen, as well as common

were e, fo: cele's mill company employed all that could
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the mill improvements .
river navigation opened in 1%4° immigrants came in what
time was considered great numbers. [hey.s AQ 0 St
Anthony,
head of navigation. Both St. Paul and St ony doubled their -im-
vements and population iﬁ 8495 At B T ) among the new improve-
ments was a store in a fairly sized building erected by Daniel Stanchfield,

who put in a general stock ¢f merchandise andfdid a thriving business. Anson

£

Nor mmenced e erectic f the S Charles Hotel and finished it the
the American Hcouse, (first called the
opened in June, 1849,

NMENTAL MACHINFRY TS SET UP.

has been stated the last officizl act of President James
the bill Cl‘ue’:ltil";[:
Minnesota Territory Po was a Democrat, but his administraticn did not
Tong encugh te. dllow him to appoint members of hies party as officers
the new Territory. :The i ming ssiden Gen. Zachary Taylor, attend-
'ﬁ_to the selection of iﬁ“ fficials, wi the result that they were all
Whigs. He appointed er Ramsey, an ex-member of Congress from Penn-
sylvania, to th >sition of Territorial Governeor; Chas. K. Smith, of Ohio,

Secretary; Bis = paay—, He Moss, of Stillwater, District Attcrney;

2

Col. Alexander M. Mi (¢ hic, Mars %gcr Goodrich, of Tennessee,

Chief Justice of the Terrntcrlal Court, and David Cooper, of Pennsylvania,
Kentucky, Associate Justices. The Territory was
ach Judge presided over a district. 1In

e /",
but in vnryﬁo ge

M

[0

cision had b part in the final decision,

D
=
o))
{2}
o]

All of the appointees reached sce 6f their duties in
proper course. The Governor and

suitable quarters could not be fcund for thém inm the village whio%




)
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Editor Cccdhué}(quoted in Williams' Histo: . 8) had but 30 buildings
in April, although Seymour says (p. 99 of his sketches) that in June he count-
ed 143. Governor and Mrs Ramsey, by cordial invit were for some weeks
the guests of Mr. and Mrs Sibley in the historic old Sibley house (still
preserved by the Daughters of the American Reveclution) at Mendota. The first
Governor's mansion was a small frame cottage on west Third Street,

(which afterward became the noted hotel called the New England House) and
was first occupied June 35, 1849.*

ALL
June 1 Gov. Ramdey and the Judicial officers prepead and pub-

a3

lished the celebrated "First of June Proclamation," which announced that
Territorial officers had been appointed and had assumed their duties, and
alsc declared: "Said Territorial Government is declared to be organized and
established, and all persons are @njoined to obey, conform to, and respect
the laws therof accordingly." June 1%§g the Governcr divided the Territory
intc three judicial districts. St. Anthony was in the Second District, Asso-
ciate Justice Meeker was appointed the Judge and ordered to hold court "at
the Falls of St. Anthony" on the third Monday in August and February follow-

The boundaries of the district by political divisicns could not be

because there were no such divisicns then.

THE FIRST BOUNDARIES OF MINNESOTA.

When Minnesota was made a Territory the boundaries were more
comprehensive than at present. The Territory lay between the St. Croix
River on the east and the Missouri on the west, and between the Canadian

boundary on the north and the Iowa line o h th, including, however, a

pes

Ea:qﬁf what is now South Dakota down to Missouri River and eastward

T

Sicux City. The southern boundary was as a " 't except that
northwest corner of Iowa the line extended "southerly along t western bound-

ary of saild State to the pcint where said boundary strikes the Missouri River.””’
— :
* 5%, Paul ured: Territorial Capitol only by the eff - Delegate
;ff;iﬁftb,  prepared and introduged the organic act in whi "aul was
©slgnated as the s: L government; but Senator who 1 charge of
the -11] gress, struck out St. Paul,; and irstﬂt‘aj 30  had

-Vlolt=J ritorv ai 1 tF OU"_,lt nllO'.; Kr O WCUlJ be a
7 MWL D‘V\.&L\A{/ h}im 7&5 Certtirne T




the rr.

about ‘ miles

nce up

Missouri
of i Fort

square miles, or £6,000,000

=

mill ion acres were opeéen

Pursuant to the Organic Act

then sherifi  ¢f County, {o take

inhabitants within the 'Territory June
oy.o5 o i R, IR R TR . e
census was to include mixedsblood people who were living
civilization," and toc exclude those living in .barbarism. The
and his deputies worked hmr% and traveled - £8 prosecution
of theéir duties, but doubt yuite inaccurate. Animated
and encouraged by everybogdy boom the Territ-

Clchn

themselves and stimulated
Maf/ttdl o)
under-ss=timated the pop

ory, "their cow by no means
populaticn in the entire Territory of

showed a

of 4,764. Unfortunately St. Anthony

4,058 males and 1, total
settlement north of St. Paul,

SIS

with e Canad the
%{W,@wm&u{}CMXiMJF

the separate pu;;i ation in

ion ‘gl St

we cannot now tell, .unv 1849, of the little village

>t« Anthony

mixed-blodod

sides of

women, and children




»ﬁé E/W@[f St. Anthony and Little Canada, being in one ﬂlectlon’fstriot,
were counted thether} Lhefﬁ—ﬁgtrivztg“u pulation was 352males—and 339
females Or 571 tmeil, wf- whr h St. Anthony had 261, or nearly one-half.
taking the census cnly the names of the heads of households were r

the number of inmates of each househcld was given numerically,

B Fam: o o o taY £ o > T S T ity
] .;’:‘.';.ul‘:f., tCltal ©O. Th‘., f(,_n.j(,.ll‘.;-; 1

3

Territorial Council and House for 1849--the Council

T

and the House Journal by J. M. Goodhue, bound in
one volume--and is believed to be & ist-of the Beadsg—e= families and heads
of households in each in the St. Antha b-dis f the Third Council

igtrict, on June 11, 1849, when the first census was taken:
<

d
=
T

as.da £
deéads OI

Calvin A, Tuttle,
E. P. Lewis,

C. A, Loonmis,
Benj. La F
Edmond

Charles

John

Ard

Wm.

5
)
7
7

~
NS

(N}

wim .

-3 U1

]_l
&

Daniel
LTChIJ Stancl

\) it

=~ o>

l,_J
H 20U

~3

oY

€2

0N

i

73
with an average of nearly 10 to the household.
he foregoing it is known th

o 4-

households lived beyond the confines of 8t. Anthony. arles Mousseau lived

shore of Lake Harriet on the west side of the rive on the claim which
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he circumstances the paper was rery creditable publication and did
twice as many copies of
were sent to local
subscribers.
proprietor, James Mac for whom the
xxXxk county was named) W , scholar, a lawyer, and an accomplished writer,

and in every number of his par he set forth in attractive language the ad-
vantates presented by Minnesota 10ME—8 er nd investors.
any one and
mes and denounced them vigcordus
or a scoundrel of any sort, he did

5

very often felt imp:s >d to say so! He always had something

of Minnescota--not something fcolis € yvagant and er laudatory,

e e ik T e 3
scme thing hat

s ey T TN
said about the coun
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Picneer did n
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House.
Franklin Steele

of the

Pioneer contained a two-
column article d riptive of
Wel8 '\-Titt;,:

escribding
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11815-¢
i family
i So,late in March,

ar

4
du¥ine tne winter- or
that in the following spring our
should "undertake the journey.
1846, we left Mach-
1a8, Me., by boat for RBosSton. Our party
consisted of onr family only and in-
cluded my father, Sherburn Hnte; my
wiother, Elvira Huse; iy fwa brothers, |
Sanford and George S, Huse: my three |
sisterg Elvira (who “wras afterwards |
Mrs. Calvip (. Church, and later Mrs. |

it ‘was  decided

iwohn H. Noble); .Tuno,mnt' Evaline and i
jmyself.  We went from Boston td Aj-
woany - partly- by -traiyg and  partly by 1
(team. At Albany we took & eanal hoat |
{to’Buffald,’ At Buffalo we emharked on
fanother boat for Milwaukee, and from
the latter -place we went *to Madison, |
tWis., bv team. Tt was central Wiscon- |
sin that we had in view when we left |
{ Maine, and, arriving at Madison, my |
;I’arhe#hni]t a smal]l frame house and we
premained - there until October, 1847,
iThe aftractions of Xhe Dalles of St.
| LToix were even at that early date not |
iunknown, “and in’ the fall of 1847 we
lengaged a team and started for then;,
(We-made the journey by team from
(Madison to La Crosse Wis., where we |
took the ‘steamer Menomonie, which
fwag'in charge of Captain Orrin_ Smith, |
fawith its drs‘rinuﬁonii Stillwater, Musm—r
[On“the steamer my parents met a Mr, |
Orange Walker, wha was a miller in the ‘
Jlittle settlement of Marine, near Osce.
.ola, and near Stillwater.. The result of
| many. chats on the steamer caused my
varehits 'to change their destination to
Stillwater, where We arrived in Octo-
ber, 1847.
I»::ti‘ted-;r,o'-‘-‘fvi:‘mu’pa}m.

We were still in an unsettled condi-
tion in Stillwater when my father, who
Was an ablé millwright, received a_let.
ter from Franklin Steele, ¥8mSt. An-
thony, offering him interesting induce-
ments-to come to St. Anthony and gas-
sist him in the building of a saw mill.
Among the -other inducements that Mr,
Steele “held out if he would come to
St.. Anthony was, that in addition to
his"" wages, he gould give my father g

oo A

™

avenue and Main
deabin had been built by *F

lot of ground 'in the vieinity of the
proposed mill site, on which to byild
himself a home ang that the first lum-
ber that the proposed mill should saw |
when completed Wwould go for that pur- |
pose, !

ot

R. STEELEIS propositions being H
accepted, we left Stillwater for |
St. Anthony in May, 1848, and |

installed ourselves in' a log  eabin,

located at what T8 now about ‘Eighth
SE) street. This
French traders

and the locality for years after we/;
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[movea tnere was EKnownT ag Huse’s”
itcreek, as a” small. stream of water
tflowed near the door and blew away in-
a pretty spray over the! bank of the|
i{ Mississippi not far from our -new home.:|
i My father at once took charge of the
gconstruetion of the new mill, together
dwith Caleb Dorr, Ard Godfrey, a Mr.
ngersJ and my two brothers, While
Jthis mill was being built on the river

11{1n]< at a poi what mow. would be
First pvenue (SE,) Caleb ' Dorr, my

ibrothef Sanford;"who was then .about
120 years old, and six others went up
jthe Mississippi as far as- Rum river,
iunear where Anoksa now stands, antl cut
jdown with axes enough trees during
June to supply the new mill with lum-
ber for a short time.
1 AYrstoIEcHse~Bmi, ¥ J
As per the terms of the contract!
with Mr. Steele, the very first Jumber
sawed in this mill was turned over to |
§mv father, who, with my two brothers,
d carried it on their backs to what is now
il Second avenue (SE) and Second street,
i where tfey immediatély began thé eree:
if tion of a six-room frame house. It was
! this corner lot, the northeast corner,
that my father had selected, as per con-
tract with Mr. Steele, on which to build ||
his home. Beyond all peradventure |
this was the first frame house built and
occupied in the town of St. Anthony,
We moved into this house in October,
1848, while thesupper part of it was yet
unfinished. = Ard Godfreyy—who was
Tuiltling a house along somewhat similar
lines that my father was building his,
except with two additional rooms,_fin-
ished his house shortly after ours was
finished and. moved into it in Novem-
ber. one month after 'we had become
settled in ours. "My father died in this |
it house in 1850 and the house was dam-
aged by fireJupon two oceasions, but
was repaired along almost similar lines
of the ‘original, as my mother would
permit of little modernizing:

i
t
i
}

£ el

7 TT{?! social center of the settlement

~“BSt. Anthony during the winter of
1848-9 was a two-story log house
_that had been erected by the owners of
the nmew mill and direetly across the
street”from it. . This house had been
erected for the purpose of boarding
tthose who were .employed in the mill
inearly twenty persons. The la_rldlorci
during this winter was <Calvin C.
“Chureb, who afterwards married my
‘gister Hester, He was the Ward Me-

lister of the day and the principal
g})\'ber in most social functions. There
frere a great many more Indians in and
about St. Anthony _durm%‘ that winter
than there were whites. They were al-
ways roaming and _ shifting about:,‘
throngh the entire lo¢ality, and many
of them were drawn there from many
imiles through euriosity to see the new
imill and its wonders. Nt

s Indiews PEogeenyVisitore:

- "It was almost a daily occurfence to
fﬁndt Indians in my mother’s best par-
lor.- They wobld salk in and. throughj
'the little house boldly and stoically,
fuspally seating themselves on the @oolr&,
fand the members of .the familv..woul




|

|

\ L

{
8-

thave to WAIK aTound them: Often they
brought cranberries or other fruit to
iwsell or.trade. As T look back at them
{from' this .yvear, 1918, they were an |
@udacious and useless lot, but at that
time their gisits were received as a
matter of course and little attention '
was paid to them. One incident, how- |
ever, that occurred on July 4, 1848, in{
my acquaintancé Wwith the ‘‘noble red §
men,’?_wis of more than passing. mo- §
hient. % During  the summer of 18481
there *vere only  four marriageable {
white young women in St. Anthony. |
These were Miss Marion Patch {(after-
ward Mrs. R. P. Russell), Cora atch,
her sister, who afterward married Jos- |
eph Marshall, a brother of former Gov- |
ernor William R. Marshall: my sister,
Jane Huse, who afterward married
Charles Kingsley, and myself. As there
‘were also - only  about tem or fif-1
| teén voung unmarried women in_St. |
Paul,” the~total supply -in- both towns
of yonng women for dan¢e“and- other
social funetions was somewhat limited.
{ Therefore, when a dance ‘of any- pre-
tensions was announced fo-take place
in St. Paul, it Wwas necedsary to eall
"upon the reserve force of yvoung wom- ‘
en in  Minneapolis to fill' .out the
‘‘sets.”” "When a dance took place in
St. Anthony ‘the four young women
of that settlement were augmented by
the buds and blossoms from St. Paul.
iWithout this co-operation, a’ successful, -
well-rounded social function—we ca]ledJ
the “fparties?’ the‘nf\\‘as im;mssi}m.-
X the evening of the Fourth of.
O July in question, a dance had
been announced to take place at
Bass ’§hot el euowsdheeSfoved T A
tin. St. Padl. It was a small frameq -
Lm!ding on the same site at the corner
of Third and Jaekson streets, where !
the' Merchants hotel now stands
E_mse who—tad The arrangements ofi—"
1€ proposed dance in charge sentefs
their emissary to eollect the marridfe-
able female contingent of »St. Anthony
wedfr=Biowell, CHe arrived in an open
Concord wagon, drawn by two horses,
His disappointment was Keen when
Luther Pateh; the father of the Patch:
sisters, would not 'let his daughters go.,
After many paternal instfuetions as to)
what consfituted the proper conduct for|
young ladies who hoped for future so-
cial favors, my 'sister, Jane pand I
climbed into the rear seat of“the com-
fortable Concord and we started. |
At that time the government _was
transferring the Méemx—Tndians from a
reservation in Wisconsin to one above
:St. Anthony some distance. There were
Indians everywhere, making the trip by
slow stages.” Thousands of them were
camped on - what is at ‘present the
campus of the state-Qniversity, then|
known as Cheevettown = TR A
Adtventure Vi ith=THITI0s, ‘
When we arrived at a point where' a
state reform “school afterwards was
“uilt, between St. Paul and Minneapo-
lis, we were stopped by a drunken Jn-|
di = hold of the bridle of one
of the horses. He demanded whisky.
He, ax companion had been to St.
Paul, and, as was alwave the custom

with all Indians, if one had gotten in-
toxicatéd, the  other , had remained |
soberto guard his associate. Mr, Bis-!
gell strucli ‘the Tndian who had inter: |
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rupted our Journey over the head with
the butt of his whip, who was foreed’
to release his hold on the bridle. When
the sober Indian saw this he started
for us, aimimg an 18 jxlchlﬁ.;‘;-z revolver
at our drivex. The horses by this time
were on the dead run, hut - the fleet-
footed Tndian was not to be shakenso
easily dnd hie kept abreast of ‘Gur
buggy for miore than a mile, Either
caution or . gallantry ]prc-vonrc'd him
from aiming: his ugly- ooking weapon
at either of s girls. This race against
death was highiv exciting, and when
the half-crazed redman showed -signs
of "exhaustion, and discovered that he
could no longer keep abreast of our
buggy, he fired at our driver, the shot
knocking Mr. Bissell’s hat into the
road. After stopping at the first store
in St. Paul so that Mr, Bissefl could
purchase new headgear, we continued
on our way to the dance and we did not
permit the incident of the ride to mar |
n any way the festivities of Bass’Zho-
tel. Among those present® at ‘that
dance were: L. - Larpentenr _and
wife, Benjamin Ir\'in"; Miss Presley,
Miss Amanda Irving ‘ang others, some
thirty in_all, ;L

- The Indian’s greeting, however, left
its impression, for on our refurn home §
the next day, we did not return by the
‘‘old river road,’” through the avenues
of tepees and lanes of the men of the
forest, but more cautiously journeyed
away around back of ‘what  is now

Lake Como.
—{ A

| /Z(.“‘as one day i >
H I Simeon 'k olsom, who, with his young

Wite, occupied a little log house near
aMr, enoyer’s, on ,what was after-
wards called ““the old St Anthony
road,’? now University avenue, sent a

n-June, 1849, when 1

team to St. Anthony fof 'me and Miss
Mangaret Farnham_ who afterwards be-
came Mrs. Frank Hildreth; to come to
his house, as his wite had™ just died.
When we”arrived there the only other
person at. the house was Mrs, Patch,,
h’.—s. R. P. Russell’s mother. Miss Farn-_
tham' and I rendered 'such aiv—to the
;bereaved . pioneer as 'was within our}
‘pewer, and as Mr. Folsom was worn |
cut from his long watching and anxious |
jeare of his sick wife, it remained the
duty of us two girls to “fsit up with
the corpse.’! It was considerably after
midnignt that we had failen asleep, but
were suddenly awakened by the sound
of a terrific furmoil just outside of the
door, caused by the dogs having been
attacked by a pack of wolves. The
combat became so fierce that the |
wolves had the dogs retreating and, |
finally, in their fear and confusion,
whole pack, dogs and all, burst through
}he door and continued the war at our+
eet.

The howling and yelping of the des-
perate brutes had in the meantime

aroused Mr, Folsom and, as Miss Farn-
‘ham and~1 made  a dash’ for one door, |
Mr. Folsom opened another door and |
discharged his shotgin in" the face of |
the pack, This ¢auseq confusion and |
fear among the wolves and gave the
dogs renewed eourage and th whole lot |
of them went racing across fhe Pprairie, |
The outer door was then securely bolted

e ——
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1 ana barreda;  but the uucer!uinties_of‘
{ the situation prevented us from getting
further sleep during the Trest of tle

night,
<Bociar List 4y 18 3
Had a city r}ire(-tcrv,» been compiled
in May, 1848, of St. Anthony, the total
list of females in the settlement would
Ye read as _follows: [
Mrs, Tuther Paten Miss Cora Paten

Miss Marlon Patch Miss Amanga M. Huse
Aiss Jane Huse Mrs, Elviry Huse

Mrs. Calvin Tuttle ,,_3”,?5_1:"““&}@11“’9
CAna not mors than fifty ‘ma S —

’S‘/mhor sister, Hester. (Mzrs, John’
J‘_\/I H. Noble) had *marrieq and re-
mained ip Rti”“a:or._i,,,. ~

My father, t-'m‘u.:n‘?]‘fuse, died at
St. Anthony, Jan, 5, 1850, and as there |

Was no such thip
Settlement af
plain coffin wag p
ordinary express
'horseA Dr, Foster, d
boy of about 12 years, X-
Press wagon, My “father was the first
American buried “in the old Maple Hilr
Cemetery, ]
I\ Fourth of July ceremonies  inJ
place where the Ex.4
OW stands. The ora-
ave ' forgotten his
{hame—wag on importeq- one, He
[talked from ap especially erecteq plat-}
iform ‘that was .about three: feet high, %
| This Patform wag encireled by g singla
{TOW of seats which vas quite sufficient
| to accommodate 1) the  white in-
{habitants of the locality, uite g seat-
tering of Indians stood aroung the out-
side of thig cirele. Syuch 4 thing gg'!
“ﬁz‘e\?orks” Were " quite ap unknown
quantity, byt what celebration. |
lacked in PYrotechnics jt made up jp
cithusiasm: ration that

some
Have related else-
w ere,

CTTFE)Fourth of  July celebration ip

1849 wag slightly more elahorgte and
the Importeq orator of the day came
Over from St Paul,

. Piret-Ohilay,

rn
My other children N*%iv:
ing are Mrs' IgUStine THompson, ploe
Eleventh strcet%\b Minneannlis; Frauk‘.
. Parker, of . acoma, Wagh., and
Charles A? Pgrker of New York city. |

’s house, Sept. 16, |
Hoytg of St.. Paul

use, as I have said hefo, was
at what is now Second avennp a_mi
Second Street, | Just across «the way

Blins s Heess natited

e éﬁgéé{ wlrie




was the Ccmﬁrey hene

The ceremony proved to

short

th of the lxour that T was married,’
Mrs. Godfrey’s daughter, TT,.H;L- was
born,  Some eight or ten of the young
men of the settlement had gathered
under the shadows. of = the Godfrey
house well supplied with tin cans, a
whistle or two and gloried in the pos-
session of -one long tin horn. £

~Ohesverr T Pimed. | i

Almost “]'lhﬂ‘mronih]\ with the birthi
of Mrs. Godfrey’s pretty little daugh-
ter, the charivari broke forth ‘in- all
of its pandemonium, aml the \mvntrl
m(nhe: luclnvm- ]\ar_}' much 11»‘_.)101.' d,]

believing that the Indians hsd: broken |
out”on the warpath, Calebh Dorr, who' -7-/4/“{’47]"'7“'1‘6"]4/
boarded  with Mr. Godfrevy was sum.d4— ﬁ
moned post-haste/¥®r St. Anthony’s
only  physician, Dr, Kingsley Mr.
Dorr’s sudden dash out of the Gmhrev
house inta the night scattered xhe'
charivari revelers in all directions, as’
they  thought that the hurrying ies-
senger was spme champion of ours' who
had gone to summon o.]nh and thati
\o‘)\"tnnr(x was upon them,*

e, were a li ttle premature in trying

6~ eftablish our first pre-emption at|

what -is- now Second avenug & and]
d Third Street, so we finally ]Ju—wrv ted |
160 actes on the shores of Lake Har- ‘
{riet, adjoining the present home of}]
.(‘eneml Charles "M¢C, Reeve. This|
|land we afterwards sold to Joel Bas-
i sett.eXd reside at present at 622 East
d Fitteenth street, Minneapolis. :

It svould require an efiort more than
I¢would'care to urdertake-to recordl
from 1848 on down through' the YVeATs
the incidents, trials and triumphs® of
the valiant men and women who first)
settled at St. Anthony and -Minpeapo-
lis. That task I deave to: others.. Tof
them all a laurel wreath is @Que.’”  AS§!
for“myself; sixty-five years near-thel
i Falls of Bt. Anthony bring mists.over
(pictures that were once vivid and de-
clining age causes .the eves to tu1n1
toward a rainbow of anuthvr ;nrmmw

}
i

S 97 arewen Pal e

wag on rthe south” shoré cf Lake™
~reel PATRGE 14T oF, 197 acreshxle Calvinr, C. Chuich, MiSndebies 'ﬂ'-t- LU'-/&MI

et. now known as Linden Hills, w
—-r'aﬂsf:n;lgso:md _pre-empted where the N ational hotel ‘now st

_—" 'enuelFjang, Wachmgton Avenue.
-

ands, at Second av-
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In August, 1 he few ¢ tlers at St. Anthony were

3 4}
(s v

(=}

hat they were again under the rule of law and order. A diitrict

with a real judge, a veritable sheriff, and a duly appointed foreman

grand jury, assembled in their midst, was regularly opened and speedily closed.

Saturday, August 235, Pursuant to order and notice, Hon. Bradley £. Meeker,

of Kentucky, one of the Territorial Judges of Minnesota, and the particular
he district to which St. Anthony had bheer gned, came up from
convened what was called a court.

The proceedings of this tribunal were somewhat farcical.
resent. Meeker appointed a crier and court
there was n 8T C 1erefore no records made

with pen, ink, and paper and preserved. However, as there was nothing to re-
cord, no serious evil was done for the lack of a recorder Franklin Steele
was appointed foreman of a grand jury, and the name of only one other number
of that body is known There was no business for a grand jury to do anyhow,--

4

no indictments and presentments demanded. Although it was a time when "the
no king in Israel," and "every man did that whi was right
eyes," no offense against the law of nature, or of nations,
rights of man, had been committed
The Minnesota Pioneer, the first newspaper in Minesota, had
been established just four months before Judge Meeker's court was held. Its
editor, James M. Goodhue, attended and was the only other member of the grand
jury besides Franklin Steele now certainly known. In the issue of the Pioneer
crbéié 8t 30, he reslated his experience in connection with the procesdings
am)f
in ¢ﬁ:@gnsnn$ never bnfo:e re-printed:
We had the pleasure of attending at the opening and fin-
al adjournment of Judge Meeker's Court at St . Antqony, and
have the satisfaction of having served on the first grand jury
ever impaneled in the Second Judicial District of “1n~euotu

Mr. Bean provided an excellent dinner last Saturdajy
ing a very great variety of good things, for the

uClﬂ‘ ( W
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Gourt. His Honor dj%MjSJﬁi the jury with a very few handsom
remarks. The crier adjourned the Court and the people took
their departure. It was a day and an occasion which will long
live in the memory of us all.

Af ter couTt adjourned the Marshal
gentlemen repaired-.to the Cayern under
thony. We madﬂ the entrance on the W,ut gi
under the west verge of the vast sheet of
ourselves suddenly in a chamber nearly 100 in length
and in width corresponding to the shape of 1ye of a ¢ircle,
the central width being about 15 or 30 feet and the elevatior
about 30 feet. On the back side is a wall of shelving rock
leaning fearfully forward; overhead is a flat ledge over
which the river pours; in front there is the grand curtain
water falling in an unbroken sheet, with a rcar that migh%
well pass for Nature's gre:.test bass notfs. Compared with
this uXuldlt“Cn the most bup rb melo<drama appears but in-
gignificant.
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The record of this so-called court is largely & legendar
been often stated and printed vened in the old Government
sa@Lill, on the west bank; that the
tators cn the saw-logs and lumber; that after a little, deliberation "the
as U. S. Marshal Mitchell was thought to be, or at least was called,

gallon of whisky, which was scon drank, and as soon ae it had ful-

3ion, and ever; Fn 1t that he could do anything but deliberate,

court adjourned "until Court in course."

Probably the nearest correct account of this court is given by
the late Gen. R. W. Johnson, of St. Paul, and who was Frank Steele brother-
in-law. In a historical article published in the St. Paul Glcbe, Jan. 3, 1888,
the Generzl says that the court conveneqjict in the saw=mill, but in the little
building hard by, then occupied ae a residence by Reuben Bean, the Governments
miller; 2Fat, except opening and closing the court, @) business was transacte%
and that the entire ¥session® did not last an hour".

In the first volume (p. 427) of the Atwater history, Judge
Atwater records that the court was held "in the old Government building
erected in 2 By "building" is probably meant the miller's dwelling, for
the writer says it was ( near the old Covernrment mill" not in the mill,

4

but "near" it This location is now the intersection of Second Street and

Eighth Avenue S. Thus Atwater corrcborates Gen. Johnson as to the identity




&
was held.

informed jurist, by an apparent lapse

istake as to the county-in which the ola

ot

stocd at time He says: "At the time of heclding the firet court, as
4
above stated, theipresent site oﬁﬂinnoa;cljs was in the Ctunty of La Pcinte

which extended frem Lake Superior to the Minnesota ?iv;r.z)  ;
Now, L& Pcinte County did not cowprise a foot of land in South-
ern Minnescta after 1840, im which year 8t, Croix Countyy (Wisconsin) was creat
Crawford for.juicial purposes. . But in 1847 St. Croix be
Crawford in,judicial respects and had a court of its own at
Alsc, in that year S%. Croix,
constituted a Legislative district;
electiocn Henry - cson e first merchant of St. Paul, wgs

v0 represent it in the Legislature, and was the last Representative

vody from what is now Minnesota. Although the St. Anthony scttlement

&

was 1n St. Croix Coeunty, the voters did noB ae before 184%,ato th

which were then at 8%, Paul.

June, 1849, when Judge Meeker attempted to hold Court,

1 1

Minnesota was an organizeéd Territory, though not divided into ccunties
mill where the court convened was in the Indian country. Judge Meeker's
"Court ," therefore, was not held in any proper county! The Judge took
his residence at St. Anthorny soon after his arrival in Minnes
ed a considerable tract of land, a great part of which is
district between 8t. Paul and Minneapolis. He was unmarried and kept bachelor'
Minneapolis for many year
It is nct generally known that Judge Mee appo int¥ment as
Judge was confirmed only
much oppositicn. - He was then a Whig--or at decl

11

Kentinisltdian: T P e g P & e . varionFuv Trao
Kentuckian; but certain Kentucky Whigs of the variety kno

5

disliked him, and it was they who succeeded in holdj




(a68) ®
from March, 1849, until in September, 1850. He was always very popular in
Minnesota, however. The Legislature named a county for him, and he was al-
ways honcored and respected here. When the Whig party was broken up, in 1853
he acted thereafter with the Democrats, agiid many another former member of

a b),
that old-time party, but he was never called a turncoat for his action. He

r .

died at Milwaukee, in February, 1873.

FIRST POLITICAL CANVASSES AND CONTESTS.

The first public matter considered of essential consequence

in a new American community is the electicn of the necessary officers and

. - . /., » 3 L3
public servants tc direct and manage the general we%ﬂiare. The first electicn

in which the few citizens of pioneer 8§ tock part was held October

30, 1848, while they were yet citizens of"Wisconsin Territory," as was called
the district west of the S Creoix left out by the admission of Wisconsin

the Stillwater Conventicn chose H. H. Sibley

igtrrct which was considered really Wisconsin

a part of that Territory and its

cut off from the State when it

Was organized,

L~ But tl ertificate of Stillwater Conventicn was not con-

sidered all-sufficient for the admission of Sibley to the Ccngress; another

certificate was necessary. Hon. John H. Tweedy, the Delegate from Wisconsin
erritory when the State was admitted, was the prOper §lor:s'ntativo (perhape)
of the 8t. Croix Jistric?,claiming to be the Territory,--if there was such
a Territory. Hon. John Catlin, the last Territorial Governor of Wisconsin,
organizing Minnesota. He suggested
that, order to Tweedy
OvVernor, W q - 3pecial election to choose a
ibley, of course, wduld b¢ candidate and

him a certificate of election by the people, and

ents

Lla
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Stillwater, sc as to be withdn Wisccnsii

.|
)

and outside of Wisconsin State, and issued a

icn for Qctober 30.

.

There were twec candidatec for the position, Henry H. Sibley

&

M. Rice There was much astonishment when it was learned that

1

to have cppCSitic%} and that his opponent would be

rival Indian traders and the heads of rival fur comy
Jr., & Co., engaged in trade

[}

representative of Ewing & Co., trading with the
in thejr/Z?untvy.
While there were but about 300 voters in the "Territory"--
ized residents and half-blocd Indians were allowed to vote--the
spirited and warm The issues were large personalj the

was whether Sibley or Ri W better man and which of the two

rarti1uva Nt asnr o
ective partisans!

scme meney, but

voting district was established at B
and St, Anthony was
theSelection district.

e ey
ters—--and

At the election all the qualified vo

that were not qualified--=voted Sibley was elected.

contreolled by the Chouteau Company wemt largely for him, and




the Ewing Company and Mr. Rice voted nearly or quite unanimously

-

gentleman. There are no records cobtainable of the election at Cer-
Mill, but Gov. Marshall wrote down his recollection that Sibley had
ma jority, and at ry adult male at Fort Snelling (except the
iers) voted and--under Sibley's and Frank Steele's influence-- » Sibley.
The ac¢tion of the Stillw r convention in endorsing hii ae powerfully
efficient in securing his electi See Chaj 9, Vol. 3, Minn in 3 Cents.)

riting a note to W.H. Forbes, 8ibley'
the day after the election, Wm. Dugas, (pronocynced Du-gay) a prominent
a4@44L§£wAnMyéb m azt,
Frenchman of the St. Anthony district,ldesc: ibed how the electicn

and was conducted in his precinct:

Our election went of yesterday & considerable briefly we
shold have don beter but they comence buying votes quite ear-
ly in the Morning, this morning two ycung men was at my house
and say that they was thretend to be kilt in the morning for
saying hooraw for Sibley the other says they offerd him a
dollar to vote for Rice but he answer that they were all his
friends tut that he shold vote for Sibley but he says nov
that before he voted he got very Drunk and they scme of them
changed his Vote and consequently got a vet cut of him for
Rice when he entered to vote for Sibley. My Sellfe and all
my friends around me have I believed save our mone nd not

pay for his vote.
Honorable Mr. S‘L‘
for cur friends and our
ith i we now think tha
(See ululey

grant.
Vol. 2, Minn. in 3 G

,/':B e ELEC TI(__”‘ IN 184¢9.

Sibley's election in October,
consin Territory. He was admitted to his at and at once
for the creation of Minnesota Territory, and this bill
to passage. With the creaticn of Minnesota Territory the egrstwhile Territory
of Wisconsgin became extinct and Sibley was legislated out of office.

Not long after his famous "First of June Proclamaticn," Gov.
, after due consideration, called an election for Delegate to Congress

. e
and for wmmbers of the Territ al Legislature. The corganic act provided

£

go-called Territorial Assembly shculd be composed of a Council,




nd a House of Represen ] to serve cne year. Members

and residents of their respective districts. July 7,--(1849)

proclamation dividing the Territory into seven Council die-
icn to be held August 1 followingy to chevse a
58 and nine Councilors and 18 Representatives o constitute
irst Legislative Assembly of Minnesota Territory. Candidates were "brought

regard to their peldtical

idate for Delegate

all. Some of the contes
erritorial Legislature (or Assembly) were,
Paul's David Lambert, a gifted and eloquent
Council by a vote of 28
competitor was James Mc C. Boal (Commenly celled "McBoal") who came
Leavenworth's first garrison to Fort Snelling as a musician and was accustomed

to beat a snare drum while his bunkma Jogeph B. Brow: blew the Tife,. 8¢

elated were his partisans ever his victory th hey h ed him about the

wildly because thei
by only seven vote
In St. Anthony there was no « €8 The 1ittle hamlet was
united with Little Canada, the French settlement north of S+. Paul, in one
afterwards in Ramsey County.

this district

Anthony ,

of votes County

At the time of the electicn the correct cens

Territory was found to be exact y 5,000,

this population Ramsey County had
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John Roll ins, of 8t. Anthony, the Councilor elect, was born

at. ¥éw Sharon, Maine, March 33, 1806, and died at Minneapolis, May 7, 1883.

Ha

was located at St. Anthony in 1848, built and operated the first steamboat

ran above the ﬂallj}and was identified with the early lumbering interest

of Minneapolii/fin general. William Dugas was a French Canadian who came to
Sts Paul-in 1844. He was a millwright and in 1845 erected the first 8t. Paul
- "

.saﬁhill, which was driven by the water of Phalés Creek., In 1847 he removed
a farm in the Little Canada settlement, where he resided until in 1853, when
he went %o the“Crow River Valley, the scene of his death, many years later.

Wm. R. Marshall, the-other Representative, has already been méntioned.

In 1850 political party lines as between Whigs, Democrat#s;
and Free Soilers Were not very strictly drawn. The issues practically were
as they had been in 1848, between H. M. Rice and H. H. Sibley, the chief
factors of the two rival fur companies of Ewing & Co., and Pierre Chouteau,

Cos.-Rice was then the wealthiest man in the Territ%%y, a distinction

t

haﬁ'ééve him great -influence.  He was said t6 be worth $50,000, and to be

out of debt, but had many debtors!
Mr. Rice had political ambiticns. Sibley had defeated him for
Delegat® to Congress in 1848 and now, in 1850, Sibley was again a candidate

ar

for the place. Mzr. PiCa had caused a Democratic Convention to be called in

St. Pawl in October, 1849. This convention declared for the organization of
the Deméératic party in the Territory, and that in the future it would nominate
straight Democrats for office. This was a move of Mr. Rice's to get control

of the majority of the’Demcﬁrats and to injure Delegate Sibley, who was

certain to be a candidate for re-election. Sibley expressly stated that

as Delegate he represented no political party or faction, and the convention
was held to force him to avow or disavow his allegiance to the Democratic

party to which he had always claimed to belong.

S8ibley's friends presented him to the voters for re-election
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in the canvass of 1850, bringing him out, somewhat against his protest, in
July. The Rice faction of the Democracy had declared for straight-out Dem-
ccratic nominaticns, but now, in order to defeat Sibley?they brought about
against him the candidacy of a Whig, Col. Alex. M. Mitchell, the Marshal of
the Territory, a wounded hero of the Mexican War and an accompl ished gentleman.

J
In the canvass that resulted the Rice Democrats and the Rice Whigs supported

i)
Mitchell; also sometzld hunker Whigs voted for him. The Sibley Democrats and
the Sibley Whigs supported the "tall trader," as the Indians called him. Even
Gov. Ramsey and other staunch Whigs, like Col. John H.
Great efforts toc win were made by each party.

The election came off September 3. For the first time officers
and soldiers composing the garrisons of Forts Snelling and Ripley voted. The
Fort Snelling soldiers voted in the Mendota precinct; those of Fort Ripley
voted at S;gi Rapids. In both precincts they voted almost soldidly for Mitch-
ell, the candidate of the Rice facticn. At. Sa%i Rapids the vote stood: For
Mitchell, 60; for Sibley, 3. At. Saé? Rapids was Mr. Rice's trading post and

his employes voted to please him. In the St. Anthony precinct Sibley was

popular enough and Frank Steele worked hard for him; but thq&higs were large-

~

ly in the majority and voted for Col, thqul%) staunch Whig. The vote

resul ted: r Sibley, 64; for Mitchell, 110. The result in the Territory a1

r————— e S

was, for Sibley, 649; for Tltvh ll‘a?bc md1or1uy 1oigiigg§§;gﬁT”’TﬁfﬁT”V5f€%.
o

4 ‘in the lerrltory 1 308. Under a‘l the circumstances, kis election was a gredt

perscnal trlumph}althcu*n he was disappointed that he did not receive a larger
majority.
At the same election local ecandidates were also chosen, No
party nominaticons were made, but at St. Anthony the outspocken Sibley men endor
ed him, nominated Ard Godfrey for County Commissicner, Caleb D, Dorr for Sur-
o
veyor of Lumber, and Pierre Battineau for one of the roadf supervisors. St.

Anthony and Little Canada were still in the same Legislative district. At the

election the voting at St. Antheny resulted
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For Representatives in the Legislature, two 1o

Edward Patch, 158;

; John W. North, 116;

; Chas. T. Stearns, 55; Louis M. Olivier

For County Commissicner, Roswell P. Russell, 165; Ard Godfrey,

For Assessors, three to be ohoseg I. I. Lewis, 154; Sam J.

148; 8. H, Sergent, 143; Geo., C., Nichols, 135; Albert H. Dorr, 135;
Reed, 103.

The vote of Little Canada for Representatives was Louis M. Oldv-
ier, 43; Ed Patch, 38; John W. North, 5. For Delegate Sibley received 44 and
Mitchell 8.

From Dakota County, which then extended from the Mississippi
to the Missouri, Alexander Faribault, the mixed~b100k{trader and founder of

ittle city which yet bears his name, and Ben. H, Randall, then clerk in

sutler store at Fort Snelling, were s Representatives in the

Legislature, Mr. Randall has been called the fou f Hennepin County, be-
gt g Any o1 2

cause he ratreduced—awd pressed to passage in risle e the bill which

created the county and provided for its organization. He died at Winona in

October, 1913.

ST, ANTHONY MEN TAKE PROMINENT

The citizens of St. Anthony made active participation in the
political contest of 1850. Franklin Steele, the brother-in-law and friend of
Sibley, exerted himself to the utmost in behalf of his relative. ©Sibley was
in Washington and Steele conducted his campaign. John H. Stevens, then Steck's
clerk and practicaliy his factotum, was also his political lieutenant.
was a Whig, but a Sibley Whig. Sibley had written that he cared nothing
personally about being a candidate, but Steele and others wrote him that he
must be. July 24 Stevens wrote him:

Much excitement and agitation reign throughout Minne-

sota now, but Rice and Mitchell prospects do not present
so flattering a show as they did a few weeks since. Good-

hue will bring you out to-morrow in the Pioneer as an inde-
pendent candidate, and we will try to put you through.




»
But not until August 8th did the Pioneer "Bbring out" Mr.
candidate" with an editorial endorsement. Thence
rward it supported % be rader by printing proceedings of public meetings
strongly endorsing him and which had been held at
Paul , Wellsville, and elsewhere, and by strong editorials.
ial Mr. Goodhue argued that it was not wrong or reprehensible for dman to
be engaged in the fur trade, and that, "honesty and capacity make the man--
not the employment of the man. Any attempt to exclude any man from participa-
tion in government on account of his trade and business is contrary to the
genius of true democracy." No doubt Goodhue so wrote to silence the cry made
by demagogues that Sibley ought not to be elected because he was the agent ot
the Chouteau for company, which it was alleged had a "monopoly" of the fur

trade in Minnesota. "Even at that day," says Gov. Marshall, in an address

made many years later, "the cry \u%f'Ant1—lopou071'”

It was conceded that Frank Steele's exertions éffected the el-
to the latter in November, and discussing what he
Rice-Mitchell party," dohn H, Stevens asserted:

The fact ie that had it not been for Mr. Steele, Mit chell
would have been elected. When we &ll gave up, as you may
say, in despair, Mr., Steele came to the rescue and took bets
against odds. Together with Paul R. George and J. H. McKin-
ney , he drove the team safe through, giving Mitchell, Rice,
and their fcllﬂvers their just dues. 1In tdklﬁg this
course Mr. Steele has obtained the most bitterly vindic-
tive enemies; yet we all earnestly hope hc will ride rough-
shod over all of those who attempt to put him down.

Stevens himself wanted to be a candidate for the Legis-

lature from the Dakotah County, or Fort Snelling, district, called the Seventh

Council District, and nhichﬁnoluded, by the terms of Gov. Ramsey's proclamation,

the country and settlements west of the Mississippi, except the country up
about Crow Wing and along the Mississippi below Little Crow's village The
place for the electors of Mendota, Fort Snelling, Black Dog's Village,

(or Shakopee) Oak Crove, Traverse des Sioux, and Little Crow's

10 1

"at the lower ware-house ta.!
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western end of the district or for the voters

Lake, and the Little Ra vas "at the house of

vil S

and Ben
and had

e

withdraw in his fAvors

cther of the Whig Territorial

4+

and his Democratic faction in an effort

ceeded in securin
the favor of the Te r admini ic We ington. Gov. Ramsey had taken
the side of th ibley wing of the Democrats and there was utter lack of harm-
ony between him and Col, Mitchell, Secretary Smith, and the
Territorial officege. It was finally determined by the Governor and his
friends to send «John H. Stevens to Washington to induce the administration %o
take a proper and an wigrejudiced view of the. situation in Minnesota. - It

o< :

RO a :
was belived, or at leagt hoped, that S

the Administraticn t ] he views of Gov. Rameey and his-Whigeg:and to

Mithckll and his Waige 45 -déceptive before

e

tevensg.at firsk
net ulg,uzi to.
1v.tb.~ (AC l)l"‘l‘i;'

to justify his course, saying:
I wrote 1vu, some- weeEPgsince, that - a Whig from this
Territory w d spend the winter in Washington endeavor-
ing to.eounte t thé unh@llowed purposes of Col. Mitchell
and. his eonfede 8, whHv arg-deing sc much to injure the
fair ploape ts of the Territéry by working for their own"
aggraniizeuvut. As I wagy the one selected by Coverner
Ramsey for this purpos®, ™ ,deem it proper that you should
be made dLLUdlntud with the reason why I have not left
¢, and ‘why probably I shall not.
' Governor first wanted me to, #¢", it was with
the understanding that I should pe_elccted to the Leg

Yatureand so in the authority of a WAIg member, &e

Mol ,
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theought it would give me more power.

bault would not r3‘1f and it would have
‘useless to ask Ben Re 1l to do 80.***Heé is
w1trouu the re 1116 h&udSudfy to make a g
he is a DehobAut, | h suited Mr., Stecle, who
good deal of symp hy.oh that account, and so he was
and elected. 8o I could not go to Washington in the cCapa-
city of a member of the Territorial Legislature. Then the
Governor said he would give me an appointment, for which I
have waited till now-- and wcw it is too late to go,

Had such a thing been thought of last summer, I would
have run from here, (8t. Anthony) but felt satisfied that
a trap was set. for me which caught poor Pettijohn, after
I declined to run. But by Mr. Steele's say-so Randall coula
have been choked off and thus saved all of the present
difficulty. But we hope for better times.

Stevens's expressed opinion that it was

induced to start on the 23d for Washing-
in Minnesota desired by the Sibley Democrats
the anti-Mitchell Whigs. He went by sleigh on the Mississippi ice to
thence b tage to Chicago, via Galena; from Chicago

Railroad; from Detroit, by a long stage

™ 4

Michigan Central
to Buffalo and Niagara, and thence by rail to Washing-
This was the route and the mode of travel at that periocd
fromMMinnesota to Washington in the winter season.
Arriving at the National Capitol M tevens and Simeon P,
by Delegate Sibley, waited upon Daniel Webster, then Secretary
with a batch of strongly written papers presented the
anti—Hi‘E@bll and Rice forces in Minnesota. Webster assured th
at the back of the Administrations hand was against the Mitchell
men, and that the Sibley and Ramsey party would be recognized in fwaPD
w

Territorial appointments. Accordingly Joseph W. Furber, of Washingten

L

Xt

was promised and received e Marshalship, in place of Col. Mitchell§y Fran

>rship and as postmaster at Fort Snelling, etoys
T

The anti-Rice faction conirplled the National patronage, but the pro-Rice i
ple had contrived to ure the appointments of the Territorial Legisla-
so that the honors were fairly easy.

o Tr rﬂ-« ‘\TS

NI .
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Mr. Stevens returned from his Washingtcnﬁr!p to 8t. Anth
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In 1850 ¥Wc s

c’qoi districts were organized in

in it and a school opened.
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St. Anthony and-named for the two great oabﬁmlists of the region at+ the time,
Steele and Riceig Miss Flecta Backus was the;first principal school teacher
St . Anthony, aﬁ& under her superintendengy the schools were very{SUCTS

17 aZl ol (/fx.z st 1. O UlL S A At TEp / R IL?’W xf f’ﬂz,{,m ee

7 Some uunudia“ French children were “,<*~ the brightest and U“bt pupils.
1850 ccnt is paragraph noting two schoolg

A

Thej

J

Q4 9« 25 s 4= 2
[ I Y Ld.ul 1OHReer Ol UCT. 571,

t. Ant C“'j
lovely village of St. Antheny
behind the world in educaticnal
““tuhlluhau there tw
one a primary school
excellent report, and
lady wiih whom we are
1ers of our Territory
he has gained

Our neighb

advanced




Prior to this,

school. This was established some time in

1849 by

to- Goodhue's Pioneer of December

~ ) 3
1001

Backus

g o T,
Flecta

= 4
in U"u-

scheool
na -~
Soon
Q
[ =)

second street, and

built near by and taughtfor a %1

notice in the

shows

- 1
soadewrnu!
aCa ey

found time" in "the first

The re¢ d is plain that the Rice gele

N
and St

L
o\.,uCQlo, tilat
M & M. a e
wliss lnoompscn
ao

ST. ANTHONY'S

-

the summer of 1¢ Vo S ol o 0 -

neighbors were frequent visitors,

28 Cloud Man's and Good

ed, had removed their villages from Lzkes Calhoun

time, however certain families 'came back to the old

former camping ground.

In July, 1850 when Editor

the "Anthony Wayne," he noted that Black

west side of the river, near the lake whi

the bluff on the east side. The

extending along the bluff, t

the river, was 300 or 300 yards back from the

ntleman of

.‘_\O d.' 3 k)CA]’:J.D

arnda

Goodhue wer

which, t!

hfot

o 4
o
Cadb b

Lee/,

scholastic

= 4y

vbaU il U

after

village!

public

more thereafter,

but gave no trouble.

sometimes call-

were

Harriet. From time to

pitched their

0 W a2 q
BCENEBs ana

[a '

U e

village

lgh running

stream. It was




f

! 4 4

T
T '.

three miles above| Fort ¢ ing Between e tepees and the river bank, grow-
ing in the warm, ndy loam and in well : patches hrifty crops
ndian women were
A little above te Black Dog'
It was now very sma
mily had patches of corn and beans, which the women
which promised abu
Nine miles by land from F nelling, also on the east side,

N x

he town of o0ld Geod Road (or Ta-chankoo-wash-tay) and this' was a

and more pretentious village then. e appearance of the steamboat caused

gruit excltement among the red people, many of whom had never before seen a

pay-tayfwhh:;u r "fire canoe." Here, as at the other villages, the poyulaticg

men and women, boys and girls, scme blanketed and we ¢lad and others in
running to the river bank to see the strange but inte

boat, radiant and gleaming in its white paint, but

gigantic monster. All gazed as if entranced till

boat sounded its whistle with a terrifying scream, when everybody %N‘

ﬁ’ N-\-.U

- 3 A3 oSt 41
ana dlsmay

Shakopee's--whe
of populaticn.
gstaticn.
_AT_ST. ANTHONY IN 18
In the spring and summer of 1850 the s boa made several

excursions to S8t. Anthony and to points very near +the Falls., Passengers
were carried on each occasion and a fair sum realized by thelboatér The
trips ubki)na yever, mainly for the purpose
but while they advertised the
Anthony, as demonstrating that

May 7 the Anthony Wayne n Uuf m St. Paul to very near the

cataract--the Pioneer said "almost to the f )f the Falls; " the %““cxjcle
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in their @j;?ﬁciatifﬂ and admiration.
was necessary to } 1 a formal meeting in the cabin in to express their
ExXXXEXRIXXXXREXRXBEXKRXXHIRXRERXEXRX itude sufficiently. Hon. John Reollins
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Wwae chairman and the mellifluenée-voiced Wm. R. Marshall was
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staid-and impressive John W. North, usually so self-contained, was chaiTman

o~ 3 3 1 A v “ v
of the committee that reporte : of resolutions &g@erantly grat@ful

demecnstrating with his boat, the

oracticability and ease with which steamboat navigation

may be continued to the Falls." ey also declared that he had with his boat

n

performe e firet steamboat trij ) this place," and by that feat had

"earned an immortali wh i is justly due to those that lead the way in
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all useful achievements In gratitude for his expleoit the rescluticns
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reward for what he had
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of St. Antheny, presented
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which must ve help defraying the extraordinary expenses of the excur-

No matter what happened on the boat this trip--it was the firqt steam-

venture up within the spray of the Falls.

TEAMBOATS ALSQ- ASCEND THE MINNESOTA.

of July 4, 1850 announced that on Friddy, June Egﬁﬂv

the Anthony Wayvne an d her @mame in the

passengers 1t

arver. . There

cni board over O ladies 1d ge em ‘ au "ort Snelling, and
ctherlocal ;cirts}ang 70 ladies and gentlemen from St. Louis. Wm. R. Marsha
was a prominent representative from St. Anthony. It was claimed that this
was the first time a steamboat had ascended the Minnesota above Shakopee's
village Editor Goocdhue was one of the passengers and -wrote a lively des-
cription of the trip. "One parasraph reads:

IT we“had been supplied with wocod,
pesition was to run up the stream as
find water; but as'we ran out of
provisicns, and as the sun was about to

)

pulk into the blue ?ac1::c, the Wayne reluct:

her bow down stream,_retracing the winding channel of the
river at a flying paee, and reaching St. Paul at Ml;ﬂlQhZ.
Dancing waS-&lmos tz@cntinuously indulged in to the music of

the Sixth ?é::mulu Bankd from Fort Snelling.
On the 18th of July the Antheny Wayne made another trip
Peter's, going this time as

absent from St.

111

Little Rapids he Yankee and ie. Dr. Franklin No. 2 also made

napPplas.
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to above the mcuth of the Cottor

stated, had, in May, commanded
/

making the first voyage directly
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made the trip in less than two hours.

PIONEER ADVERTISING. +

Certain of the pioneer business houses in St. Anthony in 1850
-
believed in advertising., There was no newspaper then in their home village,
and they used the journals nearest theretc. Goodhue's Minnesota Pioneer, at
the favorite medium. It had many subscribers at St. Anthony and
country. Its issue of May 30 and of subsequent weeks contained
the advertisement of the family grocery house of Slosson & Douglass. The

advertisement was about two inches in length, with a single-line heading in

small black type and without other display, and read:

FAMILY GORCERIES AT ST. ANTHONY.-- Sloefon & Douglass
have opened a store of family groceries, nagrly opposite the
new hotel, at the upper end of the village. "They will keep
a supply of the best family groceries that ©an be found, in
cluding all leading articles usually ¥ept.in the trade.
Also, a great variety of artiéles of luxury for the t*mle,
as pine-apple cheese, vermicelli, pickled salmon, sters
incans, sardines, pickles, and dvleu peaches. Aluo, ‘the
best kinds of ale, po¥ter, wines, and spirits at retail.
Also variocus kinds of nuts, cigars of all qualities, and
spices such as cloves, nutmegs, and mace, Alsoc prunes,
dates, raisins, figs, Zante currants, cjitress, and other=
dried fruits, and preserves. Also gregr ,ﬁ%les in/proper
season. Also champagne -end-champasncoBinile 3 “iSese.
fish, mackerel, chococlate, lemons, and orafeg
sale cheap for cash at a very small profit.

This firm had another "family grocery" store aﬁh
another at Stillwater. At that day there was no prochibitory law and liquors
were considered "family groceries," and openly kept and socld 2? such stores.
It was not deemed disgraceful to either sell them or buy them, or even drink
them in moderaticn. It was, however, deemed highly improper, and indee :
to get drunk and "raise & rookus." It was common to give a "4
of corn whisky to every purchaser of 50 cents worth of g6@cerie§)or half a
pint for every dollar's worth. The price of two-year old corn whisky then,
unadulterated and untaxed, was 18 cents a gallon at wholesale and 35 cents

3.9

at retail; a pint cost five cents. It is but the truth to say that there

was very little actual drunkenness i t. Anthony, but St. Paul had-a most

unhappy reputation in this re: In his previgusly noted letter to Sébley
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of January 8, 1851, explaining why he had not already gone to Washington, John

-
1

H v

H. Stevens declared:

hény is the saint{fithe Patron Saint of the Territ-

re five years we“will number 10,000 instead of

8, our present populaticn. St . Paul, with its
drnnkln shops, and drunkards, and her anti-
combine i, will sink, no+w1+bbtdt ing the fact
four schools and four church steeples 1lift up

their heads towards the sky.

THE FIRST BREWERY IN MINNESOTA.

In the Minnesota Democrat (printed at St. Paul) of December
> ] 2/ . . - . - -
1850, appeared an aqgrtlsement which is herewith copied:

(INNESOTA BREWERY, AT ST. ANTHONY-FALLS-- I am now
ready to bupply the gztlzens of this Territory with Ale
and beer, which will be found equal--yes, superior--to what
is brocught from below. I am now demonstrating that malt
liquors of the very best quality can be manufactured in
Minnesota. Try my Ale an® Beer and_you will.be convinced
of the fact, '

John Orth.
TAYLOR'S MILLS.
The Minnesota Pioneer 6f November 14,-1850, had this reference
to the operations of Arnold Taylor, Mr. Steele's paxtner, soon after he had
acquired his interest:

That enterprieing gertleman, A. W. Taylor, Esq., one
of the propriﬂtors ol 81, Anthony, has-entered into a contract
with a Mr, Libbey, for the erecticn of seven superb saw-mills
which will be large encugh to occupy all of his flumes below
the da“, for the total sum, including repairs of *he.dam,
of $§15,000. The frames are to beerected next summer and
three of the mills put in operat ion by September nékt, and
the seven mills are all to be in complete opeération in one
year from next April.

OTHER ADVERTISEMENTS IN 1850

/ \ CRINDING --the undersigned is now in readiness for grinding

| Corn, Rye, Oate, Peas, Buckwheat and whatever else requires grinding, in-

¥,

=

‘/ cluding Salt, at the grist mill on the west side of the Mississippi River
at St. Anthony, for lawful rates of toll. When dESIIG% grists w111 be received
at the subscriber yon the east side of the river, and be returned ground at

the same place.——Calvin A. Tuttle. (Pioneer, June 13.)
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Mr. Tuttle was then operatifgstheé odsl. Covernment grist mill,
o = R P & R

’

which Hon. Robert Smith had leased from the, Fert®Snedling authorities. Feb,

a87. previocusly the Pioneer*said, th i m il W in "a dilapidated condition,

in charge of Mr. Bean, who is living enant gof "Ho Robert Smith."

RAMSEY
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'/,

M., and
Saturday at 8 o'clock A. M. For freight or
apply on board,--John Rollins, Master. (Pioneer, June 8?)%%%1@
was 108 £« teel, 130 feet deck, 35 feet beam, and drew 12 inches

light. In its cconstruction J. 8. Meley, of Waterville, Maine, was the master_,

e
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27 /
THE ST. CHARLES HOTEL--At Saint Anthony. This large hotel;?/’/
cne of the most spacious in the Northwest, is at length =
completed and furnished and is now open for the publiec. 58
At the bar, in the parlor, in sleeping arrangements,
the table, and in every department of the estab
the proprietors will spare no pains and no expens
the wishes and convenience of travellers; and 1
not be for want of a desire to please if they do nof
make the house agreeable to families and others '
their stay with them who are visiting ]
gcenery of the Falls in pursuit of
(Pioneer October 17.)







STEELE AND

Very
as owners of a great part of S5t. Anthony and the mill-sites
disagreements arose between them. Each accused the other of designing

to secure entire control of the property interests jointly own-—-d

&

ed. Taylor was in Boston the greater part of the time, but he was kept inform-

ed of the rapid advance of property in St. Anthony, and wished he had
more of Steele's claim. Steele accused him of plottingy to obtain (by
vantage of the large sum of money he
Taylor at the Falls.

interests.

partners could not agree
involved in the disposition of their property. Steele
reasonable prices and on liberal terms, and wamd=d to dcnate si
churches, school houses, and cther public buildings. Taylor wanted to obtain
the best price possible for every lot sold, and was gatisfied with one-fourth
down, interest on deferred payments to he twelve pe: ! This was a common
rate at the time for money due on property sales; the rates for borrowed mon-
ey were much higher.

One history says that Mr. Taylor withdrew from the firm-of

Steele & Taylor"in a little while," or "in the spring of 1850." Th
is that the partnership existed until in January, 1852. In the fall
Taylor was endeavoring to sell the water power of the Falls on his ow
account and had the following advertisement in the Minnesota Pioneer

October 17:

FALLS OF ST. ANTHONY--UNRIVALED WATER POWER.--The undersigned
will sell or lease upon the most liberal terms water-

powers for mills, factories, or any other purpose at

the Falls of St. Anthony. A more favorable opportun-

ity for obtaining unequaled hydraulic power was never

before presented.

A! 1"\"'l Tdy lC‘I’.
St. Anthony, October 17, 1850.
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The §t. Anthony people had proposed that when the new town came
South St. Anthony. In the winter of 1850 the talk was that perm
out the town would be given soon and that the surveying would be

spring. The Eioneer of February 87 announcec

[:;here is a probability
the ‘Falle of St. Anthony wi
menced the @gnsuing season. We propose tha i1 be Callﬁa

Saints, so as to head off

Ly

guggestion was not meant to be irreverent,

simply questionable sarcasm d humor. There were already in
number of geographice ‘ea :_,\ sﬁj% as rivur% lakes, waterf
bearing the names of saints, and theywaggish editor pretended
some saint would not be remembered in the bestowal of names

ave proper honor "'done him; so he proposed that the new city

the saints in the calend EHQJ *o* CQ@,ALR)* be slighte

bad taste in every respect, fﬁ‘ ' i Goodhue

projectors of the new town thought®it a slur upon their enterprise and

ed it.. A little later“the editer ¢ffended St. Anthony by saying in his
There was a notable fire in St . Arthony last Tuesday.
It was indeed an importent “cfflagratjcn. The flames
swept acrosss wmst open spaces whereon it is expected that
some day mamnmcth costly uructures will stand, and if they
had only been there#the chwr day enormous would have been
the loss to the "metropolis of the Northwest."

The Legislature of that season chose a public printer for

a7

,;icn

aOn

resent-

pa

3 K - QR " , Ty A=y o 4= A | Pe+mh e Renrea
Stevens wrote Sibley that John N k id K¢ Patch, the Repi

St. Anthony, both voted against Ccodhue for the position,
nst this town,"

NEWSPAPER NOTES AND COMMENTS ON ST. ANTHONY IN 1849-50.

Maj. Nathaniel McLean, best known historically as the
Indian agent at Fort Snelling, but in 1849 senior edi T
icle & Register, of S Paul , vieited St. Anthony in

In his paper of September 15th he said that "the half

cerning the wonderful Progress made
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Y
rests of the place the Major wrote:

grist mill, built of stone, on the wes
used for grinding corn for the Indians.
1as a saw-mill now running two saws, and pre-
paring to run two more in the same building. A number of
facres of the mill-pond are covered with pine logs, which
have been floated down from above. 7

Under the heading, "The Falls of St. Anthony," CGoodhue's Minne-
gsota Pioneer of January 23, 1850, gave a pleasing and spirited description of

the little town and i interests at that date. Goodhue himself wrote the

article, as ies evidenced by its glowing and at times extravagant statements.

He declared that its record of growth had neverpeen equaled; or, as he

This place emphatically stands unprecedented in the rec-
ord of its march of improvement. Less than ten months &ago,
after it was founded, the first house was built upon the
lot given to the first eiti'r; now there are nearly 100
buildings and 600 inhabitante. The saw-mill has four saws,
with a dam capable of running 18; also a fiv~t—rate lath
ma@ehine combined with a shingle machine. An agricultural
gociety hag been formed and premiums offered for th@ bes
grain prodqucts grown in the country.

There are five stores in the place and ¢n TV
fine steamboat is mow building to take 17Au-uub of qﬁ“ivntei
vigitors next sumgmer up the erartlg ﬂﬁ’“is‘lb‘l above the
falls, and will be ready %o commence hel » tripe to the Sank
Rapids in May.

A large and commodious hote has been erccted on a
pleasant eminence above the Fall and will be completed
soon after the opening of navi ion the caming spring.

It will have two piazzas, 73

rlv r, and from the upper o

view of the angry waters as hurr

The hctel is not more than ten minutes

boat wharf, which is now building.
Uénula an that understands the art of
feel perfectly at home. He was one of

of Minnesota and will be t oroprietor
in 8t. Anthony,

Two schools have been recently opened where all branches
of educaticn may be pursued, including the ornamental. The
school house which is o e bluff 6f a beautiful prairie
overlooking the Falls, is neat and spacicus. One of these
echools is taught by a dy (Miss Backug] and the other by
a gcr‘lenan

A charter Icr a erary asscociaticn was obtained &%
the last Lp riglature A small but choice selection of
bcoks has been pu "chaseu and preserved in a fine large
book-case.  Weekly lectures are given before this association
by gentlemen of the first talents. An excellent singing
school has just commenced and is taught in the latest style
and most approved plan.

A great variety of newspapers and other publicaticns

are taken, for the people are a reading and thinking pescple




)
They are also a C;Etri—r01ﬂo pecple and every Sabbath the
school room is filled with an attentive audienge, listening
to a Baptist or Iethcdist or Presbyterian clergyman.

In ites issue of May 4, 1850, the Minnesota Chronicl

described how busy the St. Anthony mills were then, saying:

The mills at St. Anthony run now night and day. Four

sawe are in operatiocn, turning cut 30,000 feet of lumber

very 24 hours In addition, some 10,000 laths and 6,000
-s8hingles are made daily. The larger partd the immense
stock of logs got out during the winter has been driven down
and secured and the Mill Company are now prepared to fill b
bille as fast -as-ordered.

An absurd rumor has been current, to a certain extént,
that in the sale of lumber by the Company preference is giv-
en to the citizens of 8t. Anthony, and that a resident ci
that place could buy lumber on a year's credit, when a citizen
of 8t. Paul ceould not make a purchase for cash: In sheer
Justice to the Company we give this report a flat contradition.
This story refutes iteelf, and would not receive notice
had it not been industriously propagated in certain quarters.

A prominent and quite effective booster for 8t. Anthony in
itse first years was L. M. Ford. He was interested in the place and had some

lots for sale, but he was largely unselfish. He wrote many articles for the

&

Minnescta newspapers laudateryof St. Anthony and the country, and at hig own

expende sent #cores of papers containing his articles all over the eastern=,

e x>

country. Thesa priﬂpg”“ ftJles, supplemented by hundreds of private letters,

were respongwle fori deh of the immig&rtion which came to the country in early

,i'
Ny

days. Igéhnjaqtlclv written by Mr. Ford ab 3t. Antheny, and which appeared

~

in the Minnescta Picnggr of<February, 37,  id:

Z*The extent and beauty of thesdown site duurvctﬂ
11ar at*efticn, and newly-made-hcuses are scattered
¥s river side, above and below the Falls
the west side there is a much Le:.er site
extensive. This land, however, is not yet
tc entry, but being such an admirable situgfion
ds are lcckin? over it with eager eyes. lMany have
gonesacrogs the river and made their "claims" even
at the risk off having their temporary lodges torn down by
a company @f Uncle Sam's boys from Fort Smelling. There
will be a gr&nd rush for "the other 1“4" as soon ao the
land is brought into market. Another tow
there spring up, as the result of Yankee enterpri and com-
petition.
- Saint Anthony has been mostly built up during the pres-
ent season. It has received a great immigraticn and especi-
ally from Maine; the wer town is mostly settled by
people from Maine,

el

town ig




of all sorts, like St. Paul. ' There is a marked difference
between the two parts of St. Anthony . The lower part,
or the Maine settlement, has no drinking establishments,
while it has the extensive saw-mills which supply St. Paul
and the surrounding Zoun ntry with-lumber; it also 'has the
largest stores besides -a noble school hcocuse and a church
nearly- complete. The upper towh can boast of a splendid
hotel, one of. the best in Minnesota, and several groceries-
but not of the other things found in the lower town!

***In respect to ghurches Saint Anthony is about one
year behind St. Paul. The Baptist denomination has a
house nearly ready for meeting in, while the varicus
other denominations are preparing to build. Within a
year from this time we may expgct to see as many meeting
houses in this place ae there ¥ now at St. Paul, It is
supposed by some that the town now ccntajrs 1,000 inhabitants;
when the national census of 1850 was taken, last summer,
it had about 700. )

In an editorial artiele in the St. Anthony Express of December
30, 1851, Editor Isaac Atwater said that it would not be an exaggeration to
state that 75 buildings had been erected in the village during the previcus
year, and that 75 more were either under way or in mature contemplation.

i

Arnold W. Taylor's building on Main Street(occupied as a general store in,
L

January following) was characterized ag a large b an ornament to the

village, and an indication of the enterprise of € ypulatic It

large building for the time; Atwater solemnly ' T at it was "one story

g
half high."' Jd. P. Wileon, of 8t. A n and Moloney, of Illinois,”

were having a store building erected on the corner of Main and Rollins

filling a gap which had hitherto interfered with e regularity of the

at that point. A number of other houses were being built in the uppe

¢f the village.

Frank Steele had a number of workmen engaged in preparing the
woodwork for a "hotel of the larges8t size ," which was to be completed in the
spring of 1853. John C. Lennon was preparing to build a residence which was
to be "equal in proporticne to any which has heretofore been built in S%.
Anthony." These established aﬂd contemplated improvements and enter prises
were as important i he development of St. Anthony in 1851, as have been the

sky- y office buildings and the vast factories evolved in Minneapolis

in later
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At the time of writing the foregoing exultant
progress his village had made and was making, Editor Atwater took occasicn to
say that, due to the season, when the trees were bare and the ski clear, anv
ample and uncbstructed viewﬁ of the village and of the surrounding country w
were abundantly afforded. From the crest of Rose Hill, two miles east of the
village, there could be seen, curling in the wintry air, smoke from the
chimneys of St. Paul, Little Canada, Mendota, Fort Snelling, and
hamlet then called Groveland.

A more extended prospect was offered from a big lone cak
which stood, like a great plume, on the crest of a high hill in the village
cemetery grounds, which were then a mile or more east and south of the College

grounds. From the base of this tree the walley of the Sﬁ. Peter's could be
traced from Mendota up the rivery for 28 miles, to Shakcpee's village And
the Mississippi was visible from far above the Falls to the bend just below
the mo uth of what was then called Brown's Creek, or the Little Falls Creek,
now called Minnehaha. Then the lines of the neat white cottages, in St.
Anthony were plainly visible from the same base, the whole making a delight-
fully impressive sceney.

GOODHUE FORECASTS THE FUTURE.

It can hardly be too often and tco emphatically asserted that
/29 a Floneer,

Editor Goodhue,was a most se rv1ceab1» frlund to St. Anthony. It has already

been shown how he tried to "boest" the town and promote its interests by the

frequent insertion in the Piocneer of well written articles in their favor

which were widely read. He was an able man and recognized the manifest des-

tiny of a prcperlyécunded ¢city at the site of the great water=power, on a
f
[

mighty river, and in the midst of a vast, resourceful country. In fact

he claimed that his own ‘town was then greater, in all respects but
St. Anthony, he conceded that St. Anthony might one day become the
In the.Picneer of December 36, 1850, he wrote:

We do not say that ©t. Paul will always he the most

important town in Minnesota; and we do not say that St.
Anthony will not be.
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The truth is that Mr. Goodhue was "a fellow of imfinite jest
Sy A 3
He would stop in the midst of eng grossing labor to listen to a funny story,
and he would imperil not only his privategbusiness but his personal safety

i ~ 3 g ¥ 5 Ok PR T o S g /
rather than go the exquisite pleasure of writing and printing something
his j 1 ] he thought was humorous. 3
people about the Falls protested against Mr,

restion that the new town should be calle Sai 5 and

resented the protest. e saw that he had been inconsiderate, but he pretend-

ed that he was delibe >, He said that "All Saints" would be a splendid

name for a city--tleere was no other in all the world so name John H, Stevens

L]

(Minn, and People, p. 128) says

Coodhue %ag no patience when any other name than "All
Sanits" wasctTalked of. His letters to me were always so
addressed. ==§% September, 1&51, I received a letter from
him cort == the following: "I, with my wife and sister,

and a servant girl, ,Loloua to dine with you
» Tuesday, at All Saints." Miss Mary A. Schofield,
er teacher, also favored thg ndm,.“All Saints, Minne-

)

“until, in 1851, when
side was talked 01{‘“
contemplated
cluded that they would scon be comolnoqr
aid all other conditions demanding such
the shrewd editor foresaw, With reasonable clearness, the destiny

Adress" published in the Pioneer Jan, 2, 1850,

nine monfhs cold, he "dipped into the future," and

"Dlopﬂlleﬂ by our great river, you shall see
A thousand factories at St. Anthony."
FIRST NEWSPAPER IN S

IN ST. ANTHONY.

Very early in their history the citizens of St. Anthony sough

to have a village newspaper. Everybody wanted one.

it that they might if possible control it in their own interests; the business

wanted it as an advertising medium; the citizens wanted it

t
v
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In his history Judge Atwater . at Mr er propose
establish a Whig paper at the Fa i the ng and promising 1&Wysrh¢

&‘ ¥
&,

Would edit it, and the proposition was acce i Iyler went to Chicago and
purchased the necessary outfit, including a hand press, for a seven-column

his material was transported from Chicago to the Miesissippi
cannot now be stated; there was then no railroad between the city and the
river

The first number of the paper was

was called the 8t. Anthony Express. Its place of
"St. Anthony Falls, Min." In those days every pretentioms paper

motto, That df the Express, wa: spicucugunder the title on the firs

and at the head of the editorial columns and read, "PriECiplfﬂ;-ﬁzt

Judge Atwater writes that for the first year the paper was p

house on Main Street, weas—publkished-im-glorhorse-on:

Lo

f, and near First Avenue S, E.; the cabin had been used as a boarding

the men that built the first mill dam, and was called

roprietor of the
cwner=was the Mr., Elmer .Tyler, before mentioned, and

o

lisher was H. Woodbury. The latter was
brought him from Chicago to take charge of the
His brother, J. P. Woocdbury, alsc a printe >ame with
the work of setting the type and "working
the paper. 'he Express was well and neatly and tastefully printed,
sented an attractive appearance, and the
printing was done upen a hand-press anklin.
It is not very likely
a

SRft et
Whig and the

L P S R Vs e
fhe real owner

*ranklin Steele,
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When the Whig party broke up, i 855, Judge Atwater
many other Whigs throughout the country went into the Democrat
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St. Anthony Falls, and then mcuthly preaching

1y
The preacher did well to speak once a month, at

4 o ] S 1 - oGP B e E e U daad an s A
gl 4 but zealous flocks 0f hils church

minister
Rock, Cattage Grove, Point WﬁQ_dS, and Bissell's Mo
The successors of Rev. Stevens were in
Newcomb, E, W. Merrill, (who became a Congregationalist
The last named came in

Atwater's History) whe

$1,000,
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February 15, 1854.
ST. ANTHONY TRIES FOR THF COUNTY SEAT.

Up to the creation of Hennepin County,

villlage of St. Anthony was in Ramsey County, 'and of this ¢

was the county seat. There was,

: $ : : Rl o L
two villageyle which extended nearly hostility.
! 1 1 e iy Pop s - T % A+ AT
two villages named for the blessed S Paul and St. Anthony
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