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out contesting its occupation by General Halleck, and in the pursuit of

he enemy southward, the Fourth reg iment proceeded as far as Boonville

» reéturning thence to the vicinity of Corinth, where the sumier was

+

spent in the malarious camps along Clear Creek. Tere the regiment sguf-

"

red much in common with the army generally from typhoid and kindred

diseases, losing many men by death and many more by a disability which in

The regiment felt much re-

& large per cent of cases proved permanent.

lieved when in September the activity of the enemy gave promise of a more

congenial occupation than wasting its energies in efforts to overcore the

effect of unfavorable climatic conditions.
the end of the sumer many changeg had occurred in both the
had confronted each other the preceding Vay. l.arge detach-
been diverted to othe i and both Halleck and Beauregard
been agsigned to commands elsewhere. General U. S. Grant now com-

r

rianded the Union Army in the vieinity of Corinth, and Cenerals Sterling
Price and Earl Van Dorn the forces of the en emy opposing him; the two
armies now numbered about 50,000 and 35,000 men respectively.

/76 7

18th of nbptb”ue;4ﬁuneral Price occupied Iuka, liss.,

compellings its hurried evacuation bv a detachmgnt, of Union vroou,. 4
. /zr,(,/ tiaclas . ;',n.,—zux-ngk./f. PR PO S / 2 ;%///I/LV.L( I d
General Grant at once concentrated a considerable forc?A«ne attacked and
defe: Price at Iuka on the 19th in a hotly contested fight. In this
Fourth Regiment was actively engaged, holding for a time an

important position in the advanced line of attack. At the cost of three
killed amd forty-four wounded,the regiment,in this its first engagement,
performed its full duty under circums tances of a peculiarly trying charace

It was required to make importan t movernents and confront an attack
after darkness had envelaped the field, and while much confugion prevailed

on a part of the Union line, during which it received a severe volley in-
4,
50
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tended for the enemy; a combination of conditions that would put to

g8t the discipline and nerve of seasoned veterans. Jjotwith-

it fought and maneuvered like regulars, recelving high enconiums

its superior commanders for its notable discipline and efficiency in

battle.
Price retreated from Iuka, but combining his foree with Van Dorn's

1ade o determined attack on Corinth October 3rd and 4th following.
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Rosecrans, who conmanded the Army of the Mississippi - the left

General Grant's army - had concentrated 17,500 men near Corinth

L=

he confronted the combined farce of the enemy. The Confedera

£

ard, bul were decisively defeated on
3 =

regquired 2 maintain the ine f battle ag it was etired towards C’Dl'j.i“.th,

involved rmplicated changes of formation, and in one instance a spirited

charge to hold the enemy in check, in which the regiment ommanded by
Sanborn, was especially conspicuous.

regiment alded in the repulse of a vigorous charge on

2 -

division, holding the position until the fighting ceased

the regiment lost two killed and ten wounded.
ie river, from

to the vicinity of Corinth.
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Early in November the regiment moved West to Grand Junetion,

=l

Joining the column under General Grant in its advance south a lone the

Cen tral }:mflf’ oad on & l“,I‘OJ ected campa ‘gfn aga ins t ’fic’r's.. bur{,:,
moverment reached a point about twenty miles South of Oxford,
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aval ry,

Confederate General Van Dorn, with a larpge force of
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enlisted as veterans for three years more of service. leaving March 5th,
1864 for their thirty days furlaugh, the veterans reached home in dus time,
where their brief respite from exacting service was much enjoyed.

Retuming to the army in lay, the regiment rejoined its old
mand at Kingston, Georgia, marching thence in July to "Altoona, where
Col. Tourtelotte was placed in command of the post. Here occurred October
5th the notable battle of Altoona, in which the Fourth Minnesota bore an

r

and distinguished part. The position had been reinforced by a

etachment under General Corse dur ing the night of the 4th, increasing the
rarrison of the post to about 2000 men. These were assailed by French's
entire Confederate Division of 7000 men, which enveloped the Union position
on three sides. The dssault was determined and several times repeated and
as orten repulsed. It was during the progress of this battle that Gencral
Sherman signaled from the heights of Kenesaw lountaln many miles away, the
me ssage on which is based the song "Hold The Fort For I Am Coming".
Altoona, besides being & base of supplies for the army, was an importunt

o

strategic position, naturally strong, and was well fortified. Better than

>
else, it was well defended, and the farther plans of the enemy fZustra-

ted by his failure to take the place. The Fourth regiment had 450 men
engaged in the battle, losing thirteen killed and forty-four wounded.
Among the trophies the regiment captured were the flags of two lississippi
regiments, which were sent to linnesota, where they have since rema ined in

1

charge of the "ilitary Department of the State.

The Fourth refjhbnc had been c amanded by Lieut. Col.
Tourtelotte since early the preceding year, Col. Sanborn having been in
command of a brigade, and soon after the capture of Vicksburg be ing ap=-
poinied a Brigadier General. Tourtellotte was now promoted to the Coloneley

of the regiment and Janes E. Edson made ILiesut. Colonel. Some t ine
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Wellman was commissioned ajor.
lovember, 1864 regimel now a
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these calls Ninnesota furnishe er full gquota of men, the recruiting

severzl regiments being simultaneously in progress.
Regiment was organized August 28th, 1862, vt
ed Colonel, John T. Averill Jieut. Colonel and
en Major.
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commanded by Colonel Thomas, made a brilliant echarge upon the enemy

e

which decided its isswe The severe character

the loss the egiment sustained.

gouthern fields.

sive defeat at Nashville, December 1l6th, the

regiment joined in the pursuit of the enemy, continuing on his trail as

far as the Tennessee River, making many forced marches of a:

1 exhausting

character.

e Twenty-third Amy Corps was now ordered east

T 4

Regiment, embarking with its command on steamers at Eastport, Ten: oved

£

a the Tennesgsee and Ohio Rivers to Cincinnati, Ohio, and from ttence by

¥

'ag hington, De. Ce, where it arrived February 1lst,

was under orders to proceed by sea to Vorth Carolina, but

blockade i the ) Lome it was detained i ‘ashinmton some weeks,

& . e

reaching th of its further service until early Harch.
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irection of Goldshoro, and while enroute, encountered ,

& considerable force of the enemy commanded by Ceneral Braxton

o

it had a spirited encounter near ¥ingston.

pts mpe .he march by attacks on the

several atte: N

column, finally retired and the command reached Goldsboro on

rch, there meeting the advance of General Sherman's army

concluded its campaign through the Carolinas.
an marched northward through Virginia to Washii

was left in North Caroline pending the settl




n following the surrender of the Confederate armies. The Eighth

1t Raleigh, moving from thence to Charlotte,
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ordered home for muster out,
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had several sharp encounters with a
it covered the retirement of Stu
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broken detachments, losing many men by capfure when sometires overwhelmed

wra

perior numbers. Colonel Wilkin being in caumand of
operated generally under the immedliate c omand of lieut.
Marsh, but the ndered conspicuous service by skillful

ositions, which resulted in checking at many points tle ememy's vigor

In the battle of Brice Cross Roads, the Ninth regiment lost nine
killed, thirty-three wounded and two hundred and forty-four captured.
Of the latter one hundred and nineteen aigﬁ in the Andersonville, Ga.,
of . the remainder dying soon after their release from diseases
thelr imprisonment.
regiment retired to Memphis, w 3 In the reorganization
the Second

commanded

was accomplished in the achievenent of a decided victory
General Smith July 14th, in which the Confederate

General Forrest received similar punishrment to that he had inflicted
Sturgis the preceding mont he. In this battle the Ninth
engaged, lost two killed and five wounded, amone the former
brave and soldierly Colonel, Alexander Wilkin. Colonel Wilkin
was pecullarly endowed with ideal personal and soldierly qualities, and was
highly reg: 2d by = to whom his superior merits became known. His
reg iment was inconsolable at his loss and following so soon the disaster it

had so recently suffered, seemed an affliction especially hard to bear.

Returning again to Yemphis, the regiment started Aurust 2nd on

¢

¢ 7




what became known ;

as the "Oxford Raid%, which,though accomplishing sub-

e

stant ial results, was not characterized by

much fighting or exciting in-
cildent, the exjy tion returning to Yemphis on the 30th of Avgust. Here
Colonel Marsh received his commission as Colonel, Major Markham
1so promoted to0 Lieut. Colonel and Capt i. B« Strait to Major.
1Ly

September 2nd,the First Division of the Sixteenth Army Corps, to
whichh the regiment was attached, embarked at "emphis and was conveyed via
the Migsissippi and White to Devalls Bluff, Arkansas. this
vicinity it nmoved on expedition under Ggneral

I;q,, /éu( LpeAY ’

which made one of the hardest campa 8 of the war

y

led over the rnountains

Confederate General Sterling Price, which

Arkansas int o Vissouri, and across the latter State General Price was
raiding through mounted force numbering about twelve
thousand men, tions then existing, would probably have
flicted great damuge to the Union cause, but for the tinely presence and
vigorous action,ut seriously threatened points, Sixteenth Army
While the regiment saw but little of the enemy at close ranre on
paign, it aided materially with its coumand,by means of foreced marches and
skillful naneuvering, in compelling the enemy to often change his plans
abandon his purpose at important objective points. The regiment
covered nearly elght hundred rmiles of marching distance besides several
hundred miles that 1t moved by water, before the campaign was concluded
in Ste Louis on its return march fr

of Miassouri.

Stirring events were now occurring Tennessee by reason of
invasion of that stat

wilch

by a large Confederate Army

under command of
J+ Be Hood, who was making rapid pr ogress nortlmard; there being no suffi
Union farce in the threatened region to materially impede his movements.
General George H. Thomas, was organizing at Nashville, Tenn., such force as
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