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" BLESSED ARE THE IITEIUIFUL FOR quv'WEEf_OET?TA NERCY ¥ By “Wonor\a,h"

"Great Medicine Woman" imposed upon herself the task of
instructing the half-breed and Indian girls in many things. She taught
them catechism;hymne,sewing etc. It was & labor of love with hexr.
However, she incurred the Indian braves' displeasure by so doing and
they were not backward about expressing their disapproval of the whole
proceedings.

When the young girls of their tribe passed by them, they
tauntingly exclaimed "oh, yes,you have become quite proud since going

" »to Great Medicine Woman's Home,®
On Sundays mumbers of them followed her to the ~ ~ ~.>chapel.

ather Galtler putting off *'.5 services until their arrival. While
el
them he circled the bluffs with a Tomg—view—er --glass,
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was as much a missionary as the misgsionary Fathers."

Great Medicine Woman was the first choir master, or church

choir director in St.Paul, and presumgably in Minnesota. The choir
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#et at her home for rehearsals; and she used a tuning fork to intune




ua-’
ﬁ—(d»ﬂL é&wfwm . h',?ljé-(i/i//a, Yyad/

the hymns:{Later on there was a small organ )< *- poseibly -gent =
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o from France),si..4,. '&p;~great help in ite accompaniment to their

voices., Mrs.William H.Forbes - nee Farilbault,presiding thereat. Petite

liére, also sang in the choir.

Great Medicine Woman ( 5 Ywas the
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first President of the Rosary, and of the Alter Soclety in St.Paul and

held that office for eight years, until she resiemed by stress of

=

home duties.

lirs.Eugene Larpenteur (aunt of lir.Auguste Larpenteur) was

appointed to fill the acancy.

The people of those early days were well-digpeeed, .ccording ‘

to their means - to illustrate: A bride made a gift of her silk

wedding dress to be used in the service of the alters. !
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In times of sickness, trouble and sorrow, the solace of hep”me«s

Presence was sought for, far and wide. She came willingly, and wit}

great—“eartedness,ﬁo minister to the people of the settlement,
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When that dresdful man Godfrey shot his wife, and in
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hig fury, hurled her from him to the floor;ﬁaomerone came for "Great
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Medicine Woman" ) to render ,succor, to the unfortunate vietim, V- .

dying. "Great Medicine Woman's one wish was to prepare this soul for

~

a merciful Saviour and a better world. She inquired of her if she

"had ever been baptized"?. She answered "she had not". "Did she wish
s

to be baptizedﬂa’ "Waeg. she sorry for all the sins of her 1life"? and

"did she forgive her husband?" She responded in the affirmative.

Great Medicine Woman then requested a lady present - lMrs.Lambert -

to "please go for a priest". She went and ghortly returned accompanied
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by an Episcopalian Minister, of whose church shesl , i iapnd-

ministered baptism to Mrs.Godfrey, who died soon after. < e
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Then again. The Y, Mrs.Bllensky spent,in the

-
&
(4]
ot
B
[t
o
ot
a

cine Woman" was asked to remain with her

-

dismal prison cell "Great led
throughout the night - during those territle hours of $.4 trial - and
she did.
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Mre.Bilensky was hung the following morning. The charge




against her was the poisoning of her husband.

Citing still another instance of her nobleness of character and

charity. There came to the village (not qt.Paul) an aged man - a

stranger - who was stricken with serious illness and as there was ‘hot

a hospital in the place, the doctor was in a quandery | _where to

tske him, &, "He had been,"as he said -"everywhere ;o -»d and not a soul

would take him in." When he came to "Great ledicine woman" and stated

l—ott :
the situation to her, she - him out those horns of dilemma by prompi-—
ly saying "have him taken toc my house." He proved a hard case to

manage, as he was very notional. For one thing, when the maid brought
£ thoa oo o i

/T

™

him a bowl of gruel or broth,

o

generally act&ﬁ?pp in this unruly manner. But
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when Great Medicine Woman came with the very same nourishment and

Ui
presented it to him, he accepted 1t from her hand. Of course, there
wgs not any pecuniary recompense for all this trouble.

He happened to have in his poscsession six silver teaspoons.

@he offered to purchase them, but he would not partd with them "forx

love or money". Not even in this small matier would he show his

gratitude to his benefactress.
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He remained with them until he had entirely recovered from

his ailment.

But these are only a few instances of her philanthropy.

e {5 ond- Cu =
Many another owed their lives to her skill,patience and garnest

striving for their recovery; but above all things, to her prayers,

as she both worked and prayed.
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~ "jjenonah"

IS GOD=LIKE wemmeme-IS DIVINE

——

d

e day as Monseigneur Cret

of St.Paul he encountered a man, who

B

ieghop

physique, could easily have hurled him over the bluff,

a blow on the side of the face.

in wes walking along the streets
without provocation, struck the
The Bishop who was of robust

instead of

this he turned the other side of his face towards

words:

"In imitation of my Divine

If this man

1
-

-

n

rm.i host

Arr 12—
attested to by thquuneral

e

to him. AS§ of
corteR
last resting place. About everybody

1% gtimonial o the re
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Bish8p had learned hi

aud
;D% The hi

precept# of "Learn of me, for I am

this is how Monseigneur preached a

ved his ennity

was only one of

s lesason well,

Master, I give you the other

to the

o+

few people

friends and well-wishers,

s
2
whe oo

1

that followed his remains b the

in and out of town were present.

1d v was

gpect and esteem his memor

&0 e.x,oc;é,ow?, ced QO ?Qubﬁefm,/ ng/@d
Q .‘.A,/ i )

L

1ix

and

meek and humble of heart"., And

sermon on




On St.Joseph's feast day - lonseigneur Cretin's name was

Medicine Woman" mindful of this, prepared a basketful

&

all over with dréages covering top and sides of it. On sending him

/ 14.(.1/:4,-(4 e{@i - ‘»’»V“;j*?—g,«t.— }
these things, she admonished C! : 1"1f neury

L

to put 1t on the shelf over the door, so that on

would not fail to see it". The bearer lovingly obeyed

Y

signeur Cretin lived an abstemious life Bgﬁt to live;

Pather than lived to eat." "Great Medicine Woman" said of him:
"Je would slice a few cold potatoes, sprinkle salt, with a 1itt

(=4

vinegar over them, and this would consgtitute a "good square meal®

for him,.
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WSUCH FRAGRANCE OF PERFECTED LIFE =
TO SEED GIVE BIRTH
THAT TO ETERNITY AGAIN SHALL FLOW'R

T TITS NTTTITAT DML
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BY "Wenonah",

Bishop Cretin was instructing a catechism class given in the
French language. Turning to wee "Wenonah" with the question "What do
you fear most"? *“Death"was the response. Mouseigneur qulckly
answered. "Ho! Nol} not death, but fear to commit a mortal sinl!®

God's good man tatght the little children that the greatest

thing in the world‘was to be good”’ahd to strive a litt
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that we should besAto be a little braver -when temptation

bids us waver.
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By "Wenonah',

The spirit goes forth wandering into the far,dim past,
recalling little incidents therein, and of a time when Rev.Fath

™

Ravoux and Rev.Father Murray took their meals at "Great Medicine
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Womam'sﬂjhOHBS. Wee Wenonah who ran in and out this home frequantlg

wag called one day to0 Rev.Father Ravoux's knee and as she gtood

there before him, the promise of a fine crucifix was assured her,

if she would memorize a little prayer, hd wished to teach her in

the French language. One lucky day she stepped up to him with the
frayer learned, and received the promised gift, as a reward of merit.

"Wenonah" wore 1t suspended round her neck for a long time until e

one unfortunate @e%ggéen it was missing and she never recovered it
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much to her sorrow. However, the little prayer,was with her and 1is
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now a blessed souvenir of that long ago time and it has wPSu==been
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loses some of its charm in the translation, but here

it 1s: "y little Jesus, I give you my heart,take if, if you
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in the little log cabin chapel of

9%.Paul. Two little girle sat side by side on the high bench,
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oocasionally ewinging their dangling feet. It sort of relieved the

tension of having to keep sO quiet. I regrst to say t

these little girls,was chewing gum in church.

’
pped moving herﬁﬁj%éfas if in prayer and leaned over to

ﬂl‘

All of a sidden. =

whisper to her little neighbor; have swallowed gum;what shall 2

dot" "You will die," came the positive and reassuring answer.

Well, poor little sinner,she was all in a tremor of fear of what the

result would be, but she stood out the services, then ran home as

fa8t as a marathon to tell little mother of her dire trouble in

! to die, and would rather

"Swallowing the gud and the

not". Petite mere comforted her by saying "she wouldnt die this timefl
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out she strongly put the seal of her disapproval on guch behaviour 1n
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church, and hopedtl

properly conduct herseﬂg—in the house of God thereafter.
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AT REDWCCD AGENCY FIS%¥ YFARS AGC., By Wenonah.

Cne of the little stories related by Captain Reaney was that
the Steamer Jeannette Robert had Just arrived at the landing at Redwood

Agency. Indiangs on shore had watched her coming in, A brunette young

bl s
1

lady on board(the daughter of Docto? HA) sat outside by the guard-raile

viewing the scene, - a very much interested spectator of her surround-
ings, This young lady's remarkable resemblence to Wenonah led the
indians who saw her into thinking she was Wenonah, whom some of them
had known in her childhood in St .,Paul, Word went 'round among them
that Wenonah was on board, and Captaln Reaney said"they came aboard in
such numbers, I thought they would swamp the boat,"

This little warm glow of friendship from tne;fndians made
Wenonah, when told of it, very glad to be remembered so kindly by her old
time friends,but set her to wondering:o as to the young lady 5 state of

,Union he was baail

mind at this unusual demonstration over her — wag she greatly troubled
and in fear ?

During the war of the North and South the Steamer Jeannette
Robert carried many companies of soldiers from up country going South
to take part in the fray, On one of these trips Wenonah happened to be
on board the steamer, She was up in the pilet house perched on ene of the
wide window sllls overlooking the slde the troops were dlsembarking.

e soldiers on shore, — on looking up there, — gave three cheers and




"tiger", Wenonah not comprehending the cheering was in her honor, -

Whew, trositity, thay hed Gk £) PbY e omist Frire —
and thinking 1t was for the boat;if did not respond in any way, much to

o
Captain Reangy's astonishment, who came up to inquiré why she had not

// % .’ 7. ; 7 J /::‘j : j
acknowledged the compliment, furd /éawﬁﬁa»?gMM%£4 &d%éﬁ Lo it s i
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Wenonah on learning of this was thereby made very regretrful;
and even 1o this day a great feeling orf sadness comes over one at the
thought of how many,very many, of those brave soldier boys never re-

turned to kindred and home,

; It might not come amiss here to relate an incident comnected
g cvel
with the civll war, about a young curly haired Fend, with eyes so

blue and true; and whose heart was as merry as the day wag long.
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The war broke out between the states, the right was on in
earnest, and there was no getting out of it, The President's mandate

had gone forth for troops, Among the first to respond to the call for

=

volunteers was this young patriot,

In one of the flerce battles for the Union he was badly wound-
ed in arm and shoulder, He was ordered out the ranks, but at that in—
stant the command "to charge" was given - as on came the foe, Our
gallant soldier boy caugh% up his gumy, and rushed forward = on to victory

or death! In this engagement he was shot through the head, "Mild and

gentle, as he was braVe, think of him still as the same, He is not dead =

he is Just awayl"
YAnd loyal still as he gave the blows

Cf his warrior strength to his
Country'’s foes."
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