MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Reed and Hyde Families Papers.

Copyright Notice:

This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S.
Code, Title 17). Researchers are liable for any
infringement. For more information, visit
www.mnhs.org/copyright.

Version 3
August 20, 2018


http://www.mnhs.org/copyright
http://www2.mnhs.org/library/findaids/00726.xml

ARG T

e e R MR N T T

THE AMERICAN BaTTLE MOKUMENTS COMLIISSION
Washington, D. C.

File 722~a (DO) March 29, 1926,

SUM laRY OF OPI3,TIOLS IN FRULT LIN3

11TH ENGIMESRS, *JITH BRITISH,
sugust, 1917--June, 1918,

The 1lth Engineers arrived in France on August 6th, 1917,
and the regiment was assigned to the Third British army for standard
gauge railway construction and maintenance. The regiment was engaged
in this work and the consfruction of trenches with the Third and First
British armies until June, 1918.

SEPTAMBAR BTH, 1917: Sergeant Matthew R. Calderwood and
Private William F. Brunigan, both of Company F, were wounded by shell
fire in front of the remains of the Gouzeaucourt railwey st..tion (Point
"a"), while the comp..ny was engugou in working on the ruilway line at
that point preparutory to the British Cambrai Offensive which startcd
on November 20th, 1917. On Septomber 5th, tho British front line was
as shovn on attuched map for Soptomber 5th. These two moen wore the
first American solaiers woundeg by shall fire.

ROVMBAR 30TH, 1917: On this dute the British front line
wvas &8s shown, hiving bocen wav.ncod to this position on Novembor 20th.
At 7:00 c.m. the Cermans luunchou their counter offensive, broke through
the British line, una rapialy aavinced six kilomoters to tho wost.

4t this time Compinics B .nd F .nd part of E, 11lth U.S. Engi-
neors, wore working on an wdv.ancod depot und sidings ot Gouzoaucourt in
the shuded arca shown on the mep. %hon the Gorman barrage reached the
railwey, these troops, who wore unwrmed, woere orderecu to avacuute tha
area. 3ofore this could be done the Gormans uppouroed over the ridge
to the owst. Tho dotuchmonts foll buck to their c.mp wt Fins under
mxchire gun wnoe sholl fire. By 9:00 w.m. the Gormans had rowchod tho
lire shovn,

Detuchmonts of the Uth British Division mico 4 st.nd ocast
and north of Epchy as fur west as Rovalon Firm., Here the line vas ox-
tena.d wlong Avvolon ridgo by str.gglors from verious units. A dotach-
mort of the 29th British Division und a company of Korth Midl.nd Royal
Engincors hola out in isolutoc trorches north of Routo Rationale No. 17.
about noon, the Gu.rdas Division (British), which had beun in rest at
Mot z-on-Couture, counter-attacked und arove tho Gormuns from Gouzosucourt .
The following a.y tho lino wus ostablished us shovm for Docombor lst.
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Several men of the 1lth 2ngineers secured arms ana joined
British detachments, assisting in stopping the Germans, but no section
of the line was held by a unit of the 1llth Engineers. During the
afternoon, support trenches in the viecinity of Sorel-le-Grand (Point
"B") were occupied. wmunition was carried to the two railway howitzers
at feiziers, anu auring the night detachments from the 1llth Zngineers
assisted in getting these zuns out,

MaY, 1918: “hile workinz with the First British Army near
arres constructing trenches, the officers of the 1llth Enginecrs, and
some men, wero dut.iled to the 56th British Division for instruction and
observution in the front lins.

-~

JUNE lSTH,'l9Ié: The 1llth Ehginoors entrained for the zone of
tho Amorican Armius. ’
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STATE, WAR, AND NAVY BUILDING
Please refer to A- 722_A/D0 WASHINGTON

June Z£1, 1926.

Major Arthur S. Dwight,
29 Broadway, New York, N.Y.

Dear Sirs

The American Battle Monuments Commission is endsavoring to
locate with accuragy the front lines of all American divisions dur-
ing the World War. This information is for historical purposes as
well as for use in connection with monuments which the Commission
intends to erect in Europe to commemorate the services of the Am-
erican Expeditionary Forces.

There is enclosed a map showing the front lines of your
division as determined after most careful research. In addition to
organization histories, all records and maps of the division which
aere available in Washington have been consulted. In plotting these
lines, considerable reliance has been placed upon reports and mes-
sages of commanders of small units.

Inasmuch, however, as there is a scarcity of material in
some instances upon which to plot lines with accuracy, and in order
to provide a further check, it is desired to secure the comments of
officers and men who were physically in contact with front line ele-
ments, It would be appreciated, therefore, if you would comment on
the accuracy of the lines as traced upon the enclosed map, distin-
guishing between information which is the result of your personal
observation and that of heresay or data prepared by others. Do not
consider any change too minor to suggest. Suggested changes should
be indicated by pencil lines drawn upon the map.

If, in your opinion, the lines as shown are correct, please
so state in your reply, indicating on the map that portion of the
line concerning which you have accurate, first hand, knowledge.

Definitions of front lines decided upon by the Commission
are as follows:

(a) In a stabilized warfare situation, the front
line will be considered as a line which encloses the
most advanced strong points in the defensive organiza-
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tion, These lines have in all cases been deturmined from
trench maps of about the date in question,

(b) In mobile warfare situations, the definition
of a front line used by G, H. Q. in France has been re-
tained: "the most advanced line held by a division with
an organized force will be considered as the front line,
It is, ia general, the line which would be protected,in
case of “an attack, by the divisional artillery barrage,

A line joining points reached by patrols will not be giv-
en as the front line."

It is desired to invite your attention to the fact, indie
cated on the legend of the map, that the front lines shown are only
those as they existed at MIDNIGHT of each day, except where the line
of reliof was different from any midnight line. For this reason, in
your comments particular attention should be given to the exact hour
events happened, especially in cases where the line moved just prior
to or following midnight, ‘

Your comments are also requested on the historical accur=
acy of the enclused summary., Thig Summary is for the purpose of Supe
plementing the information given on the map, and the mep gnd summary
together will constituts our record of the operation,

In addition %o pointing out any statements in the summary
which you believe to be in error, please indicate by underlining or
otherwise those parts concerning which you know from personal obser-
vation to be correct.

A narrative of your experiences (specific as o dates and
map co-ordinates), which will give information concerning these op-
erations, together with any original documents which you may have on
the question, would be appreciated. If original documents are for-
warded, please state whether you wish them returned or not., If you
do not desirs them returned they will be incorporated in the offi-
cial records of the Commission. If their return is desired, photo-
static copies will be made here and the originals raeturned promptly
to you.

An early return of the encloged wep and summary, together
with your comments, will be apprsciated,

Very truly yours,

3 Enclosures. /:%@(ﬁﬁm
. BARRETT,

Address reply to: Major,U.S.Marine Corps,
American Battle Monuments Commission, For the Secretary
State, War & Navy Bldg., Weshington, D. C.
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STATE, WAR, AND NAVY BUILDING
WASHINGTON

Refer to 722-A/DO July 7, 1926.

Major Arthur S. Dwight,
<9 Broadway,
New York, N.Y,.

Dear Sir: =

Before making a final decision concerning the location

of the front lines of the llth kngineers with British, August
1917=June 1918, the Commission would lilke to have the benefit of
your comments on the map and sumzary submitted to you in its letter
dated June 21, 1926. If you are now in a position to furnish the
informatlon requested it will be greatly appreclated,

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation and assistance

in this, I am

Very jgruly yours,

l. 5 . :
Major, U.S. Marine Corps,
For the Secretary.
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STATE, WAR, AND NAVY BUILDING
WASHINGTON

Refer to 722-A/D0 July 12, 1926,

-

Colonel Arthur Dwight,
£9 Broacway, New York, N.Y.

Dear Sir: ”

It is cesireu to acknowledge recelpt of your letter of
July 9th, reparding the front lines of the 1lth Lnglineers,

Your comments are greatly appreciated by the commission
anc¢ will be of material assistance in making a final decision upon
the correct location of the lines.

Thanking you again for your asslstance, I am

Very truly yours,

FEUN daddy

8 .
Major, U.S. larine Corps,
For the Secretary.
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