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Robert W, Rowen
Great Neck, New York

September 22, 1948.

Mr. Reed W. Hyde,
84 Mountain -Avenue,
Summit, New Jersey.

Dear Reed:

I am attaching some letters from Aunt Jane
when she was overatas., These were among some of
Uncle Arthur's papers and I thought that the family
might like to read them before they are sent on to
Jane Hyde Hoyt. I think she is the logical one to
keep them as this was most intimately concerned with
her 1life at that time.

Would you please pass this along to Howard,
Arthur, Loulse and then Jane in that order so that
they will arrive at Jane's for permanent possession.

Aunt Jane was a very wonderful woman, and
we are all lucky to have had her while we were grow-
ing up.

Affectionately,

Bog-

TWrimam
enclosure.




CABLEGRANK.

CoY

Hew York, N. Y.
August 20, 1917.

liiss Jane Hyde,
“t. Andrews, N. B.
/ N
i‘rs. Arthur Dwight arrived zordeaw:

August 17.

(Signed)
Dwight & Lloyd Sintering Co
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- A% Sea.
August 5, 1817,
‘s Se Le Touraina

My deoxr Jane:

. 1% mdght be u day or & week since tic wouz2nbous
moment in whioch we sald farewell at the deck in New York. The
hours alip by with o lit“ulﬁ roll to the boat, 2 solft hLraeze
blowing, q us& %t overhead and the deepest of blue
in the seas ax conditions only & few uorn detersined
ones have darsd to be nuwk or to exprees any apprehension
on the subjeot of pubmarines. It ie very hard inize!, to believs
tth evil existe from what one oan see beneath the rim of a ocap
&Yl v the viee end fall of the blue horizon liie. Ag  you
:me, 1 have not heen sabit@ons in these two deys und rave cuo-
gumbed entirely (o the old ohurm of the ocean.

N "l (J

(Al Thet you left, such a brave desr girl. es you sre,
1 cane ﬂm%clow rmd tu'! out my state roou. It wao piled
high with flowers and candy and baskets:of OCT things und I
made & hasty search for oards so thas I &t send of{ a line
of thanle Mda‘c thie boat showld wadl. I yrocticed .y infure
tile Frenoh on the steward in charge of the Livrory, and ot
pouuuaiun ﬁf Oul ownrde and staupe and wrote one after anotier

s sach be the'last, but finmally the supply was ex-
hbuntod &Iﬂ,.,%ﬁi 'u. the boat did mt Dinner cove, an enter-
eaimng uﬂﬁbs&vm two Fremch %hmen who conmdcrat&ly let
w3 put in & word every time I wuld gatol the dri{s ¢ their
somewhat MMrnntion, and then 2 wa'k on deok , where I
had the IMOEEO see @ eight which £illed ue with nixed feoellrn
of rle@plwww; I% wés no more than the loverin - into thc
hold of !&ﬁw Dag age. Justifecgine, those bLarrel. of jaou,
those hurireds of pounds of candy, dangling in the ﬂreaal ious
feshion, vied loos¢ly together with & rope and ewtny zolly over
the space between the dock and the ship. The hol: 1u5” I8 MAs
the laut fo go, 15 seenn, apd soon after there were unilisteluble
signe that we were about to leave. Finally the zang plank wase
vulled up and the boat moved slowly, alc’mlg out into .id-stireen.
I oould not help But think of that other » ip that you and I saw
aa.‘l ircw me very next Jdock just a little time : 0.

. We travel without lighhe ab mlght, the Jdesis are
nd those withouteide cabine found their electric lights »ith-
out any bulbs, the first night. I consider myeclf lu:zl.y Lo have
an inside cobin, and besides one all to mypelf, bLut it haoz been
very hot M M‘Ior most of the tinc Two oOf the ladies, bhecides
many of the men sdoep on deok, but Lc 18 » stemmer chLair @ u
bearable Wﬁw in. If as is tho rumor we have




. d

the last night or two, 1 mgun to t=ke a blanket or tte floor.
Perhaps I will try It ay. for they esay the Northern Lighte
axe beautifal and 1L w 4 be good practioe deesides.

Hu,dame Rohert. of whom Mre. Eldridge wrote, i . very
niocs indeed and hes taken me in hand with French. 8be gives
ré A lesaon every day an’ ie wvery Jolly and good-nature’ :ith
everybody.

: -d8 o large unit of bookkeepers . oinz to the
Red Crces.,m, :{ wors advertised for and have pgov., not s
voluntem&a ¥, but for a‘salary that just about will pay
their liviag over thete. Then there is a unit ol arbulearce
cervice, tho of them in faot, betwean whom there is evidently
acme rivelry dn feaelinz, dut 211 I can tell 1a tl ot Ccre terra
Ah&M. and the other H&'Itl its uniform on the other aim.. Tiere

1 the vousl gquota of diplomets, and aleo of celotritics. TLor=-
iner of the Jatyrdmy Evening Poat, how sad I am now thrt I ne-
Lo obed the® Tapar! ‘heretofore; Momeieur and Mrc. lucxd ghe
does not 1ock 1ik¥e the suthor of thet most ehar:ing book, but
looke and the lady were ewer deaeiving, Mr. Medill lcloriick
and others whcae cleim to feme I may know mere of as time oes
on.

*%%“ua vnupe daye have gone by and wit! the soie une
verying seft ailr and ¢loudless sky. Evldently we have sailed
far tc the mouth; for at night there is muoh phoorhcrous in the
waker and huva agen flying f{ishes. Thees who atch tre
cohpass sayg‘;‘ “the ehip puromwed & azig~zmag course, Ml whene
gvex I hamuwtuaasu at the North Star or the more proszic in-
strunent on the deok we asem to be still enst, soutl-ezst,

ﬁm wae .arkedign the oalendsr today 'y 2 wervice
held iIn thuwf",' 'finga,ﬁahtn and gonducted by tle YV.U.C.A.
whom there 18 & erell unit oh bosexd. A ealfd-to-he clureite

ol Pree Lr]m‘l Wieon's zave a }ittle tolk obout misnionarv rork
in Japan. ﬂh appears to have been 2 oomcissiconer of « lzal¢n-
ary” or oq&tﬁgn kind, to smny wouatriea in the last t irty voears
ond talks wWelds Ye 18 now sn route to Ser¥wia tc reycrt condle
tiefisc théres

The: boyes in khoki find time hangs heavy on t'oir hanise
these lovely peaceful days and one or two girlc on buur’ vio are
olly and vood-navuxad dre a great salace to the: Als0 a Fransh
family of o nother and niz children 2]l under e‘awi varrve.  They
are goling namo o the father vwho 1a in the arz ' anl £ nosler le
80 lonely she ean stond 1t no longer. They are nct
but the 1ittle girls, five of them, are friendly -ril ni:

fference between the first and eeoond clase on tliu cte
one moatly of meals and sleeping quarters, the decks ore
both.




This letter represonte my firet efforts in Ly :wmiting
on the Corona &s well as my only deaire mo far tovard attinr
in touoh with the many frlende who have helped to cace the
voyage a pleasant one for me. One lovely steanrer baslet is
to Lako 1ts dedbut at tesa time tuis afterrcon. i fivi it ie
filled with a most charming assortment of tee thinzs :r? 4tre
tes vhick the (iret oy appesred attractive enou:iit, iu Le-
ginning to pall, beside which the see arpetite vi111 r=' . ny
cete tuch more populexr now tioan toe firat day cut.

I want to rewark right Lere that I never urea 33 thare
could be s0 many ways of making rintnkoe 88 One race of tyro-
writing will develop.

(Signeda)




learest Janls:

1 pragticzed a little on you with tlu ity ceriter
and 1f there is anything of interest in it you corn zevd 41t on.
1o net Lilke uyhcwriftuu l§tterb but I am sure i1 i1l ve uua-
ful and I am anxious to get A& little used to the .achire.

The voyage is Over now. We ocame saf: :ly into the
river at threes lest night. It weae a thrilling evonin : {oi k2
poaaibility of danger ocould not be overlooked. V¥a 217 atayed
cn deck and enjoyed the experience and the firct 1.1 of .o
grout light that marke the Bordeaux harbor was n sirzht ‘e~ will

: A2 we cene neerer we could see o warV’*v or twe vivh
flaahlight; &0 help guard the way and a little auousrine ohuoer
dashed ,aidﬁl? By neaxr enough to speak to thé ve.

!.ftm: signight I br t up some dute. o cadtod
| generous basket the Rayponda eent, - hr;i ore not
and they were very comfortiny aitcl the ¢xoitaenents

Todny everythling 1s bustle and oonfusiorn. The cus-
toma men gre Peosling our things. I have sent & cable to ir.
Lloyd and tickete for Paris are dDought. I shall atay tornijit in
Rildv?hh, theupgh most o the passengers 2o on, but I .uint te see

the oountry and 4o not know of any reason for hu;r,*u;. Te.lles
I'M‘V have 40 walt beowuse of ay heavy boxes. That oculd T not
give to know how and where Unole Arthur 1s, but I =u -oin» 4o Le
raticrt abou® that.

Ly desx sweet ohlldWanie, it was heil Lo loave you
on the dooks ~ 1t soeus a long time ago just now to ue

The mall 1s olosing and we are arrivin:. Good-bys
for lclay.

(Sixned) Jan.




Taarest Janied

I praotioed a little on you with tlu ty;cwriter
and if there is anything of interest in it you cor 24vd 1% on.
I do net 1ike typewritten l8ttere Lut I aw sure 21 -ill be uua-
ful and I am anxious to get 2 little used to the .achire.

The voyage is over now. We came safely into tte
river at three lest night. It wes a thrilling evanin o L2
poeaibility of danger could not dbe overlooked. Ye =21] stayed
en desk andierjoyel the experience and the firot rl:.:: ol o
great light that werks the Bordeaux harbor wae s sizht few wmill
ferget. Ag wo cone newrer we could see o warehip or tuc 'illL
flashlighte €0 help guard the way and a4 little subusrine chLucer
dashed quickly by near enough to epesk to theé .e. .

AMter mignight I brought up sowe dutee o' ssdted
ndts from the generous basket the Rayponds sent, = hu-h ore not
emptied yet, and they were very comfortinz after the ¢xeiteuentse
of the night.

Today everything is bustle and confuasiorm. The cus=~
toma men are paseing ocur things. I have sent a cuble to ur.
Lloyd and tiokets for Paris are bougzht. I shall stay tori:it in
Bordeaux, though most oI the paseengers zo on, buil I .unt Lo see
the ocountry and do not know of any reason for hurryin :. Pe.llen
I may have %0 walt beouuse of ay heavy boxes. That .oulu I not
give to know how and where Ungle Arthur 1s, but I =u oint to be
reaticrt abou® that.

Ey cenr sweet ohlldWanie, it was Lérd Lo louave you
on the dogk. 1t seeums a long time agzo juet now to ue

The mail 1s olosing and we are arrivin:. Good-bys

for Lelay.

(Sizned) Jan




Bord de Touraine.
August 16, 1917.

Dear ~eenie and .11:

Juct a few lines to lct you know by
haend that we hove arrived safely in Bordeaux. Such an
uneventful voyage, scarcely a ship in sight, the¢ one that
caume near at all seemed to take us for a man of war wnd
zig za-ged as if to escape a possible torpedo from uc.

‘e pacsed her in the way they have nowd:ys without any
sign of reccognition.

I have been t-rribly lazy oi. bourd.
lly esabin is inside and very hot, so I never wake in the
morning until they pound on my door for a bath at cishit.
At nipght 1 stay on deck until all hours. Last ni~ht it
was three nearly, for I managed to bridge umyself over the
humys in the chair more comforts:bly than usual an i went
to cleep. The nighte are besutiful for there are no

lights at all, even side lighte for safety being out, and
flare of matchee forbldden these last days, for we arc in
the danger zone. The captuin and officers do not come
down for meals, and there are five men at the gun fore
and aft.

I never &0 much wanted to know the
ctare us on this trip and I think often of Annie's les-
son:. about them, but while thcy stand out like pidtures
@n the heavens I have to cling to the very old friends
when it cores to knowing them by name.

Lveryone on board is goins over for
work of some kind, excert a few diplomats and official
observers. There are no soldiers and one detects tle
growing sentiment that there are too many men thece days
going in the Red Cross and the Aiwbulance. I think, how-
ever, that the young men themselves will readjust to what
ever conditions they find when they get there.

How much alike the sea and the rreat
rrairies and the great mousitaine arc. I love thenm a£ll ani
am #lad of a chance to have a yoyage arain.




I did not tell you how dear your lectter. were,
all of them, Louis, Aunt ilina, Louise, Robert and  rthur,
and yourc with Howardds enclosed. I was to have sent
the latter back for Annie to read, but in the hurry of
getting off I saved oll the lettere for reading on board
and so that came along by mistuke.

They were all dear letters and 1 wish I could
tell you all what I think of you but th:st would take too
long this lazy day.

Love.

(Signed) Jennie .




Hot 1 .f .j‘.;;)‘tin;, B {
August 25 1,13,
Dearest Amme and ALL,~

I am sorry to inflict & twpewriitten nage
upon the family but nust take advantage ol every .. monent Lo
practice this interesting little machine,

I w1l go way back to our arrival 1n Dordcaux, where

I found a very comfortable hotel and spent Lhe nijht therec in
the faint hope that I might find a letter from Arthur in the
morning. A visit ® the ships office was dissanointing, however
but I found there instead, five large bage bel nging to two
ladies who had gone up to Paris the night before ond who must
have beenvery much disconcerted at mot gettln  pnoscesaion of
them I brought them along with my four and trusted to luck to
see me through. It wase very becutiful ride of elght hours

up through what must be.one of the lovliesi parts ol France.
Near Bordeaux it was all grapes and gardens, Lomato vino.
tied to e and striped of leavesm so th tomatoes look. 11ke
punches of redballs fastened to the stukes, bul most all all
miles of grapes, Further thie way thero was a gre.t broad
valloy as flat as tho pralres of Illinols, an:. here there

werc wheat fields, many large enough ror a tractor to work

to good advantage. We had glimpses of three or four of the

Chateaux for which thic reglon is famous, and at elght thiruy

whm. we arrived in Paris it was not yet quite dark, Here,
however,my uroubles began.

Y soon ot a porter with a little baggage wagon
tn carry my many traps to the door of the station, bui with
+the limited French at my disposal I soon made oul that ho
thought my chances for a cab were anything but good, and
mich depressed I gave him his 'fee and he departod.l
importunod every cabby that hove 1 . sight and learned the mean-
ing of"égaré" in away fos to be forgotten. I hua two very 5od
meals on the train and so was cheerful enougii, but Lho hope o
hotel and a bed seemad far off.Finally bribery won, ant at
tonthirty I arrived, more anxious for word from Arthur than
anything else posaible. Sure enough a teolegwag and t o short
lobbtors. He had not heard from mc since he left and h.d only oie
sood little letter fron Jane, bless h.r heart. I would like to
detall to youthe efforis I made covering nearly five days to
lethim now I was hore, but it is enough that he doos know
now and I am thankful for that.

I had also quite a time findingthe ladics vhose baggage
I did not want, but they turned up in answer to ny tclegran
and we were mutually pleased at meecting again. Then you nust not
forget that besides thi: varied assortment of hand luggage, I
was blessed with an assortment of barrels and cases that made t
the officials and porters ask innumerable quistions thot tried
my powers in french beyond all words. The dlsposal o, these




took me the better part of Sunday and:Monday, but thc jelly and
Jam 18 now safely in various hospitals and the candy and
tobaceo in which the Joilet friend: had such a large part is

on 1ts way to tBlg soldiers for whom it was imtended., The whole
lot weighed about eighteen hundred pounds and th.t 1o quite a
load fero one loan womanto brin: to thic eounti'y as personal
luggage and I am more than glad, too, for as it turned out

that is the only way I could have brought it ata ail, And

every official wasb as kind as possible about it as soon as
they kne: that the hospitals and soldiers were the destination.

I had the pleasure last night of seeiny one barrcl
anc. one case of jam unpacked and nothing at all wis broken. The
hay of the packing was given to the horses andthe papers that
were used is Wrapping go to a machine that conwverts tho. into
fuel for cooking. I was all last night at this place, ar reliuf
headquarters, andshall go there one night a weak for ti..
present, I wish I could tell you more about itn but I anm
anxious tha ¢ my letter should go through promptly and later
may know better what kind of things I can write about.

The nicest thing that has happened so far wa an
accldental meeting with Captain Hudson whom Jane knovs well,
He of course inquired for me at Morg: . Harjes & CO.,but he
asked 1f I had been ixn and thoy said ™io" which v o true
but T had telegraphed my hotel from Bordeoux, o ¥y he did
not put the question that way, However it w.. & Mo ryan
Haprjes that T met him a little later on that day. #o gane

here for dinner and we had a good talk and he repoytea Jver'yq'-
~body well. Jir Carley had a fall and hurt his knec and 1a
in the hospital but expects to be out agoin in a couple of

v 51
Waauls.,

The weather ias splendid though evidentiy t':
Parisiafniy think 4t very hot. T® ne it ia only what sunmer
ought to be, I am wemring ny wilte shoea and ny old sunmer
ciothes for I fea tho season for them willbe gone very soon.
One sees accasionly a light dress nd hat but the streects
are very quiet as to clobhes as one woul:dl expect, In *“hie
subway the guards are women andthey aroc very businens like
in appearonee and efficiont as well. Coming home bLhis morning
about oight, I got into a v ry fair sized rush hour crush and
folt quite as if at home on Broadway.

The farat two days I lived in taxis asthe bhusines. in
hand made it necessary, but since then T GO0 armec. with o book
of streot maps and I expect in time to be master of localities,
This 1s no mean ambition in Paris for I venture to say that
there are no two parallel streets in the city and the ~omplox
ways in which they run and apre named i only to be equ.led by
t..e perfect system of markimg on every corner.

I have wri.ten some notes today and sent out s mo
letter: of introduction Iooking towards gotting st rt.d in
some definite relief work, anl aluo to getting . teacho. of
french, which ies very important. In the meantime, I can




work 1in whatever comes to hand, for one feels that not o

minute should be lost.I read the french paper through thoroughly
It was tantalizing at first but I am begining tc fin! tiot it 1
does gilve the mews and that is the main thing. The LondonTimes
every other day is my great self indulgence. Therc 1. 5o much

o read 1n 1t that I ought not to spare the time gust n w ot ny
ratc.

By the time this reaghes you it will be Scptember
and school will be commencing ~gadn an’ the dcar ones from the
will be home agali. I know you will have & busy tino and a
happy one with so ma.y y ung people together., Therc will bo
plenty of work to be dona for thosc ovor herc for they ne d
all that our country can send them. Too much cannot e sald in
favor of socks anl sweaters and I think if securely wrasped
andsent parcel post to the individual goldier, thoy chould
come through all right.They told me at the American Poov office
Lfor clearing soldiers mall onlyX thut great quentitic.. of
mall comes addressed with a mams name only, or obhoiwilse most
insufficlently addrescsel.Would it not be good ide. to
start a campalgn 1. overy unitthat leaves home towm to sce that
tha families are properly instructe d in thig matter. Therc is
another thing also and that is the dividing ol a soldior. pay
with hi. family. This h.os to be done through his company affice:
and printed forms muzt Be dul, signod and then thoe uwoney is
Pall direct from Washington. It 1c¢ wvory important t..b 1t
should not be left until a man gots over hore and what nmoney
he 1leaves fuor his wife will mave Jjust th.t muc . hardanip at
home., Unleas th RedCrocs or somo organization ta.23 it up the v
very peoplie who most meed to be Instructed wi.l fail. for so
faor as I know 1t 1s diffioult to get thul Xkind »or instruction
Ln the camps at home,

A twpewritton vagc canmot carry all the love that I want
Lo send to each and every oue at home, but I an alnking of
eac. one in turn as I wrlte this and bless you all for beliny
39 neaxy and dear Lo me, Do not worry Al letter mlserry and you
0 not hear from mo. It 19 one of the privations o war. WY ne .
news 1s good mew: and pray @God we will see a vichorious end
for the Alllies coon.
Lovingly ,
Jonnde R, Dwtgnt.




Hotel Majeegtic.
Aupust 29, 1917.

Dear Semnnie e¢nd All:

I am hoping this letter can go by t*the
boat sailing Saturday, but‘of thut no one can tell, and
we : hall now better how to count un lettertc after we have
had a l1ittle more experience with them .

It has been raining more or lesc for
three daye, showers here, but further north torrente cnd
torrents of rein. Tor myself I could not complain for
it is the first storm of any real kind thet I have seen
since leaving New York. Truly wonderful sunshine &ll the
time.

Since writing home last on the twenty-
third I have been busy enough. To begin with, after hear-
ing from Arthur through Nr. Hudson I d4id not get o word from
him for six days and naturally I was more anxious than I
wanted to admit{ to myself. Vhen ca letter did mome it hud
been six deys in transit and that 1s the record time Tor any

that I have recelved since. He is planning to come to .aric,
s journey of about fow hours, on Saturday, unless somelhing
rrevents, which is of course probable. However, 1 ana utnie--
standing conditions bette. now, and can wait very patiently
indeed, though I cannot leave this Hotel untll after he comes
for I do not want to loose any of his procious time hunting
me uj and there ie no telling whether he pets my letterc or
not.

1 had the Dwight Lloyd business to attend
to, and find the Corona a very great help in establichin: iy
identity as a sure enough business woman; and when the datle
came for my interview with the company here I went around witl
my blue prints and photopraphs and all the French I could mue-
ter from a good coaching on technical terms. The fentlemen
were courteous in the extreme and while I can't bres wmuch about
the French I was really very gratified to find I could tell them
a good desl they wanted to know about sintering. “hey know
only & type introduced here in Lfurope which does not berin to
be as effective as the michine we use, and while the; had or-
dered our ._achine out of faith ¢nd the most earnest decire to
increase their output of ores, they did not know anything at
all about its plan and theory, and that I ~ould talk sbout &n
unlimited length of time. Between the o> nepe of letterc and
the call I was unable to make any deflinite ~acements during




fugust 29, 1917.

last week bnt filled in the time as best 1 could. 3
sorry to find them very short of surgical fressinge he
owing to the great losses of Red Crogs supplies on son
of the shipe and so I go there whenever I have a few
hours.

This morning I went to the great Garc du lord
where all the trains arrive from the Horth of Irance. It
nad alweys been a huge station from the travel that coues
that way, and now empties out ite trainloads from tic {ront
on leave. 1 signed up for two days & week at the rrencn
cantcen und take my first turn Priday night from nime to
nine. Lest night they served twelve hundred men. & fair
average, they say. I am trying to get a varied exrerience
in thesd firet weeks for it will all help to train me and
narden me up, somewhat slowly, and iecanwhile I am on the look-
out for what may be more permanent work.

I am very well :nd you must not worry. I do not
mean to get sick over here, if ordinary common £éncc ocan re-
vent it. I found the need of some garmcnte that were my life
preservers in Mexico and ripped up wmy pongee dress and with
very little work made two excellent ;airs. It was wlways

v
14« ~ -
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foolich dress and I feel much happier with it in
condition.

?0 night I go to thc other Gare, where the wounded
arrive. Last night it was very interesting. The powlous
ere 50 gentle and so appreciativ: they make your heant po
rivht out to them when they are sick. Here the traing mny
come suny time or not at all, as 1t happens, 8o generally
there is a chance to sleep and some rather ;rimitive bveds
are arranged in dormitory fashion for the ladies attendin..

I cannot begin to know or to ajppreciate aric as it
g8 now. ' new insight comes every time one woec out, tnd it is
easy to believe that the world is made over for every jersomn
living here. 4ut that ic almost true at hoamme +wod keep you
all , dear ones, and a kiss for everyboday, from your

Loving

(2irmed) Jemnie




Hotel M~jestic, Paris,
September 1, 1017.

iy dear Reed:

I know you are interested in my pro-ress on the
Corcna so will pardon a letter on it.

The most interestin  thing I have to re ort is
that I am expeotins Unocle Arthur this afternoon ani 1a son-
sequence an in quite 2 flurry of excitement, sonawiat hald
irn check , however, by the fact that if he canuot core I
ghall nct get word of the change of plan for thras cr Jour
days at least. I em hoping at any rate,

It has been as cold as Greanland for 2 wiole
week, and rziny too, What.th-+t means to the boys L the
front is hard %o realize, the riin ie worst of all in every
qay.

Last ni:shit I spent the: nirht ot the G:re du lord,
the bigz railway terminal whare the trains from the ner:: core
in. There was 2 huge room with fromt end a beach 1nd soun-
ter table seating perhaps fifty or seventy-five =t o .ie.

In the Improvised kitchen near were two biy kettlas of 8OUp,
~ood too, baskets of bread and tahles with shunke of bLread
#ith sausage in ae & sandwich, I got there a little vefor
nine, and almest immediatelt the place was full cf solilars
and it went on with ecircely an ompty seat until about one,
when the trains stopped arrivinz, until daylicht, wvien cof
and bread hegan., They had besr and so=-callad clier too,
each about as intoxicating I think as cirocus lemonade, but
much aprreciated with a ciruretite. I never spent a harpier
evenlng, Though often so tired thay could hardly ait up they
never failled $o0 respond with a szdle aud "merci bewcoun." It
wils wondarful to we to sec thaonm. They were French wcatly,

of course, but some of svary colcer under the sun, 2! acre re-
turmnge prisoners from Ger:ary. I was almost t@o hHusy tc
listen anyway, but how I did wsish that my eire were betier
tuned %o thelr rapid-fir: mode of talking. There was & lon~
row of ofiiemwrs' heds on cne sida, relics possibly f{ro :cue
hotel, single ones of French walnut and all the rast o the
rlace with tlcks of otraw on coumters, and as we saw lan o%
1ast tha avening's work was done, evary available 3pos on the
{loor with a "poilllu" rolled up in hls greatcoat, i Frp-
sack and whatevar othor thino he possessed tucked ur bLeside
him. There was an aljolnlng room fixed up as an o orceoncy
hoapital and thias mornine aarly, a ead little grouo wita takan
in there, a woman with both legs amputated, another one mad.
three 1little ochildren, one an idiot, Three othara .J "een
killed by the bomb that had all but xilled the woman. They

e




Septeaber 1, 1917.

were from Beligium, with ¢ murse in charge. Bless the
nurses, what a ocomfort they are in the world just now.
I wish you could have seen the two older children drink
hot coffee, not exactly the food prescribed in books ,
but 1t took a lot of the fear ocut of them amd put some=-
thing much better in.

Our nurse took me in with her the last few
hours of the might, so I had quite a rest ag I hLad not
expectad to be abhle tc lie down at all. For such work
we wear a coarse white drees, like a mcther hubborg,
white apron with a white veil inside but o blue vell
white fecing on the street. It 15 a great prcteoti
and one is treated with consideraticn everywhero in it
fhon over the dress, ¢n the strect, you have tc woor o
blue coat, and as luck would have it, I boursht one thnt
does very well almost the last thing in Naw Yorlk. The
rzgular nmurses wear 2 urdform coat, 8o the ordinory peo-
ple like myself are not in competition with them. I om
82 much interseted in the two night places thnt I am vork-
ing in .ow that if I do not take scme werk cutside Paris I
#will ©1% in another night cr two per wesk thait wiy. Thore
ars fewer people to work at nbgrht so that one's help 19
approcianted, I tried to explain 40 the direotre:s that
I had been trained for such a place in servin- % church
dinners and suppere at home, but I doubt if she understood
ths variety of rush hour feedin: that we used to enjoy undsar
that name; but at 4ny rete she seemed to think T Xnev how.

Paris is a pidturesque nlace now with all Ttha
men on the street in uniform, ard uniformes in such vatriaty
of color and kind that I have pivarn up all hooe of avar
telling even a gendarme from a Conaack colonel. Jng
used toc be my help and staniby and I am in complete dasr:ip
without her. Thenthey wear so many med2ls ~nd daccrrtions
four le not urmoommon by any meana ~nd ona gondere how the
manly bosom 1s to accomodate then ali 1f time roes on.
but to think what everyone of them astards for, you do
rergaet thot for A mhmte and it is not always oay to sen
them, I nm sorry tc say.

I shall await the next mail from you with ~re:t
lnterest for I hope to hear more of ycur »nlans, "o+ £-» rirst
of Octobsr ie not so far away tow that we becin ti~ v 2 ith
Septembar, Give a rreat deal of love to Evelyn, deir., Not
tc be present at your waddin: 13 ons of ths resl srivations,

Send this on to the family whan you 1
ror 1 neaver ¢an tell what boat it will < tech nor
may be amther,

Muoh love to you nnd 40 not format 2!
are nore welcome tnan ever.

Loveingly




Hotel

v .
]'I“I.'

aptaenher
Ty dour Allco and '11:

recelived Zrom Joliet uince T 'ott, :nd 1T cr.ao
dited ‘uenst 19, and T cannot tel) yon how poxi it v,
hesr 1! tho home newi. Thero vas so mich of in‘oro.
in tho lettexr T shonld 1like to tulk about svorytii.c,
that 15 hardly rossible Lf I wunt to writo uwbout wn)ti
olse, &nd no doubt yo. »re intorested in whet 15 poie
nere.

o,

Yours was the first letter

Mret plosse think wenin 71 1o

friends who sent e morio). I wi1more thun ever, 1:4d
of whit I broupht over. It his haen preatly : nnraci: tes
ni things are uo dixrficulv to buy here ind tranuport ! ion
retting so imposuible thut T think I woae sost [ort

ire. e

There are two vexy good vorks in which you mi~it like ‘o
inv-st your firty-five dollurs. Onae is to ‘sdont’

chili in Paris, that is pay tirty dodlarxs »nd ¢ cexrvn:in
child iy supported bpy thit for one yeur, nnd 12 re oy oo

e, etc., are sent to you. The children ugs eiti r ou-
phined o0xr partly so by tHe war .al the monoy 1 i w.qk-
1y by the socliety to mothar or prindmothor or whoover it
will help toward the cire of the child. I know thn so-
cleoty «nd 1t is doing wornderful work.

The other is to let your monay o
toward the re-puilding of some home in devasted . rin e.
"he mnoor reilwgees who come iltering in 211 the ti 1w (ron
tthet land of desolationt They are in the most nitni
~tate but wonderful to relave they e¢lins with the 1.
ot unirit ofid strength that is in them to tho one
onng degsire, to po buck 'l finl t &% snot vhieh w
home 1o them and rebuild s/main ite sacre!l 1:]11s. v
not d seribe to you tho tragedy of theiy condition, un
the nope of Pr:nce lies in that rpomainine srexk o oririt
thet 1iu In then vnd the haln thut cun bhe givon 1hen to
huck «nd make the lund sagsin s nroductive :qnd fruistal
rion. There are »lxendy orxrunizuations : ttemptins i
the raegion won hack from the “erpiang wnd one 4cerxrd
hud tiken one villupe where with ¢ "fttle money har
horue or a plow there, vund nmuterisls to snother .ha i
ine the vil ape peonple + wiy to halp tha selves.
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‘'ncle /‘rthur, who is working in the region Jjust
behind the trenches which has heen fought over inch ny
inch &nd 18 a veritable crater as a result of the batfles
on it, told me with tesars in his eyes of what wns once
one 0f the loviliest cities in that part of rance, now
an absolute desert waste, not from the neceusnities or
battle, which & man ¢an understsnd, but simply fronm
uttor and guphless destruction. You know Uncle ,rthur,
T Tive not oiten Been him weep from any cause. If you
want to send the money let me know by letter uni onl 1t
to Miss C. N. Stanley, 29 Broadway, New York. I cuar
draw on it from here and will cmedit ¥ou in fr ncs in
exchange noves. I did not mean to infer that Tucie
Arthur knew of this worxk, only that he had seen so-ie ot
the devegsted places.

Now I must tell you how hsppy I heve been in
having a visit of three days from Uncle Arthur. To sae
him looking 80 well and to hear allulhout the condiriong
or his daily life and to know the spirit and welfure oi
himself and o1i the reriment, It was &1l & wornderrTul
comfort and satisfaction for me. One cnnnot be bl ind
to the dangere and one does not try to that. The won-
derful paxt is tiat their spirit is in the tremendous
drama that 18 being played, that it i8 & man's vork, «
hupe task, and the strength of the metal that is in

them is8 put to the test There are hard moments no
doubt, #nd discouraging ones, but one must helieve over
here that American 1s in toCwin the war, and the al'ied
world hiangs on in grim earnest until our force grovs
stronp enough %o do 1it.

Ve had a beantiful time together. Te shonnad
for the regiment, looking distractedly for engineering
tools of which we knew neither nsawss nor cshops. Nrie
sunday we hunted up Lua Terouse, do you remember, ¢
had the hest tasting sturt to eat that could he im . rine!
Puris has two meatlecs days & week and two without cuake,
tnd the bread 1s war bread of which one hesrs comnl: Lnts,
but I like it very well indeed. Uncle Arthur seid #t
the front they get # much whitér kind of bread rrnd T h ve
heard the same fyom the Hrench lines.

fy work now ig !fonduay snd riday nichts ot the
Gnre du Nord of which I think I wrote in s lettar to @ ved,
which ' asked him to send on, and Wednesday nisht 0t 7
Chupelle. This week Tednesday which was the duay Tnele
Arthny went back, T fournd when T roached the Gare :t o
o'clock that they were expectine a truin about thyroe

50 we snread bread with some of my own raspberry o,
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it was pood too, wrapned them in tissue npaper wnd nut
sixveen in each basket. Ve made a few othexr proparn-
tions and then went to bed. There were eight of the
ladies, one a countess, andAmerican by birth, two "unu-
di ans, the rest French. The Direcrvress, a irench lady.
arriving about two-thirty in s automobile. she ctirted
the work and had been there almost without a brenk for
nearyly three years, and in the beginning with almost no
conveniences at all. It 18 well orpanized now :n
when the train arrived there mere about thirty ambnlince
men in khaki vho Tir.t lirted the wounded IXyrom the tr: in,
then they were carried on stretchers by & compuny of
#rench ex-soldiers who browht them into the hip huld
il rested them on supports built in the floor for t he
purpose. Eack lady had & group of sixteen anui ns the)
were brought in we had clesn pillows, the kind yon (ke
in the Red Cross, which we put under each one's hesd or
made him comfortabdle in any way we conld. Then puve
hot soup, the sandwiches, hot coffee and the ciguretrou.
some could not eat anmi had to be red, some favr conld
walk and there were comfortable chairs for the 1 nt onrx
end of the hall. There 18 an officers room with uspe-
cial comforts, though we hud only one officer thet niesit.

You don't know what & hapniness it was to d» Jor
the noor fellows. They had been thirty-six hours tron
Verdun and the houpital where they ware nid beean shell o
behind the lines, for which reason they had to be moved.
They were bandaged ard cared for wonderfully snd jast to
think of the saving of 1ife anl suffering that 11 thut
bandaging means. I have bleesed the Red Cross uand the
ekers of bandages for eiving to those men whnt wo sew
on 11 those at La Chapelle.

It was daylight when the 1a8t one wtus rone. T
think there were a hundred und fifty thoursh the roon vill
hold four hundred amd last yesr many more wero comins thaen
this year. The hospitals in "aris are wonderfml nat for
some mood reason they are not usins them as much #% prece f
as they did a year ago when everything was filled o ovar-
flowi ng.

T take & much &p-reciutea bhath when T pet Lol 1
the moxning, have coffee und hrend amd buatter in 4 room
wnid then often %ake s 004 nup s0o that I think T Lk 117 et
#lons nicely 1f I keer it up, which I rather hopo to
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Your father was so ~ood to cable !Incle .rthur
about my arrivel. T wag roally afraid he woull never
ret word thru me and I pgot quite worried, dbut now things
7o through in four or five d:rys quite repularly.

Do you menn that Horace .mith 1s comins over
hera® I could not understanmd from what yon suxid. TIf so
please tell Mrs. Smith not to worry when she does not pet
word from him as soon as she thinks she ought. T think
the censor works by sidetracking mails and cable for irre-
gular snd often very long times. T ¥now of several csbles
that have arrived here after the people had crossed and arri-
ved by ship - mine to Uncle Arthur amons them - and «11 the
1etters from him are from four to eleven days and only sbout
2 hundred miles rway. There 18 evidently no tellin~ wheat
to expect and probably that is exactly what the censor seeks
to bring about. Letters coming this way fare better sonme-
times and then again not. It i8 part of the hardshin of
the war. Yy heart aches for the dear friends who huve to
gend their Loved ones over but it is truly the great emer-
gency of the world. If we could sde it as history will see
it no doubt we shonld Xnow better how much hengs on the vorh
of these weeks &nd months in Arerioca.

I am writine a long letter becaunsd I am sendin~
this my Mme. Robert who is a teacher of rranch in the Horace

“lann school and came over on the bvoat with me. She cones

every summer hringing what money and help that she can. Jvhe
ha. three sons at the front and she loves her cogntry hnt she
has to po back to mpnort them. The ¥Fronch soliiers pet five
cents a day beside their keen. Pretty hard! T™hat 45 one
reason why 1t is such & comfort to help &n the service to the
French soldiers. There i1¢ no feeling of charity in it i
simply yon are a part of the organization, that 1s lookins
after his needs, and they are so pgrateful mnd regnond so oickly
to every pleasant work.

1 shall look for letters. Do you know 'nyboiy in the
Chicarn engineers” I think they are near where !ncle Arthur
is.

Now T mmst close, with love ard kisses to each wnd
every one. I think of each one by name 5o &8 '0 have the com-
fort of feeling it a real visit. I like a letter that co:s
not mo via censor even if I have nothing to say that anyone
cannot hear.

Ever your loving

Aunt Jane [i.ipned)




Hotel lajestic,
Qcotober 7, 1217.

car Alice:

Your letter from Covenhoven ca.e o !
:0 and vale ne reel quite as 1f I were witl yocu I
rorment. I am so glad thaet you all hed suecl a1 har
there, and I knov you weee oot for all the

I have ~l20 received two welcons
frou your mother, a fine one frow RoLert ani one
Aunt lina, all of vLLah goes to show how gcod you
to me, but you can't uarin to know the comfort cr.
aure that the letters brinz. I am more than dell
Robert's getting into the High School and an very :
w11l do his very bect to keep up, It 18 gertainly
thing that he could askip and I feel very proud.

I Be oant all the letters on to Uncle Arttur anl
zske’ him to seni z week-end cable wlith both our conrefu-
lations t0 Howar4 snl an "all'es well" added. "l.atler he

14d or not I don't hno", but in ary svent we can't helr Mt

bs very proud of Howerd's record Ic¢r 1t meana har orr -
isa p oJaoly the biggest promotion be vill ever ret, thour
razine he 'ill ﬁ_t s.any ani will be a4 fine soluicr anl
the vary type for one and I hope hc —Tatcs

I hope Uncle Arthur .1iil cable .ecau=
wes o lonz time when no boat sailed anc letters ver
432uye~. Perhape it would be vwell uo BEY OV L.

sount zhoul’ you worry frow laci. of letlers,
tc "'y ways in wbich ey ocan ;30 astray. Be
ruoh faater then gcoﬁ “E you gan Kkno? e ale il
rot h ar,

It 42 after dinner, Sundey nigrt ar.. 1
walkins up and lown the hotel corridor, wy heavy con
heve ~otten nicely warased up. It i¢ raindng hard out-ice ond
hal been as oold us Breenlan. these leat lew . ywo.

nov {ive or ui. Avorioan oilloers 'a o 20ne
in 14 plateredi an: zTone tou Lielr 1OULE T loovked a2t the
revister d44 n know arycre awrh tw vora {con O
I 2n hoping grea to see Horaoe OSulil. Teur ra. Opdth
a horoine she 1 how neny aothers

-~




James Meissner was here last week an’ took
dinner with me two or three times. You would be deli -hted
to see how he.hassdeweloped in his short experierce here.
He is now firat liemtenant in the eviation and 111 socn
be through his school practice and sent on out. Janie's
friend, Wildy Mitchell hes also been in Paris an! I have
gseen him several timas too. He hae left the camion ser-
vice ani 4is about to enter the aviation school. He ia a
nloe hoy too.

I am etill working threse nizhts o +2ek at
the ocanteen, and four half days at .urgloal drevusings. I
aon't get home from the Gare 'lu Nord until ten o' lock in
the morningz and by the tiwe I have had & bath »n’ oo’ ’
ard then to hed for two or three houres there ie not
left of the day, aes you oan see. I am stardin - the
work alright and like it very much indeed. I net
yesterday em "perwd.sion® from & hospital at the ‘ront,
she told me &galn what I have seen 80 often, ti ot every
little thing trat is eent from home is such ani clauor to
the "Blesses™, and of osurgiocal dreasings ehe says tley never
have enough. Your Red Cross work le worth everytilins.

"luch love 0o eash one in the two dear haovae-—

g Ol‘-’. e

(sigred) Aunt J=re.




October 18, 1917.
Reed's wedding day.

Hotel Ma jestic, raris.

lly dear Seenie &nd all at home:

I have been thinkine of you :11
today and of the two dear children that wre Joingnpg their
lives together in the wedding at New Rochelle. They sre u
happy pair I am sure . I wanted to write you so thet jou
would now that 1 am with you all in thought. Ve are & wide~-
ly separated family on this occasionwhen we should all dearly
love to be together with them, but "¢' est la puecrre,"” ac the
saying is, and we can be happy enough in their hejppiness.

You. and Louis, dear father und
mother, it i8 a great day to you to have an oldest son muriied!

I am poling t0 send thic off with
only my love. There is nothing new, as far as I am concerned

end 1 am welland very busy every day.
Love to each one,

Your loving

(Signed)




Dearest Annie and All:

I do nct get uuch time for vriti:
letters, partly tecause I have fllled up all :y ocpare tiie
vith work and partly begause it is too c€ld ©to wsit =r.
write just for the pleasure of it Thiere are tvo rerfeact-
ly rood heatin: arperatus at ‘ork in Paris at +1ic ti.

Cne ic walking and the other ia hot water bottleu

You can see at a glance that the twenty four hour

thue divided into pericds of bollly activity =t
unconsciousnesn, neither very helpful to the sent

of writing letters. "On 4it" that cther heatir; bve:

on Novenber 1, but the month withcut is no (doubt
cellent preparation for the months to coue. It

tausht me to put on layers of olothes and if I

<ladl to be thin before I should be now, for -} .t

gsouwe of our fat [rien.s would meke in tlie nuclor

.ente which go far towerd usking the inside teursroture
bearsable. Some places hueve open fires zni rre booolls
loudly, dbut thie is in reality z hotel e lux ‘
central heatinz is e&ld to be a2 greatl atiractio:

say we shall prefit later by it, and I iruat I

To tell the truth I su etlin: on beautifully

0017 end got over 1t without even then knowin

11 :htful Btone hot water bottleas wish vl iech I h

mad. oclose aaquaintance. Aw! I Leve not 1lsaceld

ni -ht at ny three nizht o wesk stations eithar.

tahles beinr full ever

came a troap of LC or more &)
fellows you ever 2aw. They ‘re u;th

redi turbane and ofter nloo.rrA too. Ty

hunyry and in the mornin; esrly uftur Koy aeff
plenty of breal the! atcu\ wwroun! snoekin: bl
histlirng cheerfull i 24d nct like to

~nd wait for they heate .6 oold.

Tt ey

LG, ni J %

wag no trzin, so I curlel up in t»

e there io [ire, bptthe vray,lor tlLe

ated due to the zenerosity of nr. v

and on acoount of brin:inr the
heat i3 started early) andi I alept ﬁ;ne hour@)
of that! I started houe at el Lt ir a bHrillicont
shine 2nd when I oca.e out of the aubwuy 1t Y




hard. An hour later, after & bath an. coffee, g
gtarted out agzain to Surgiocal Lreasingze and to a
brilliant, almost oloudless sky and a little coft-
nes. that nade one think longingly of April. Nel-
ther sun or softness lasted long but we have had
wuch of April showers this wmonth without the hint
cf Spring.

It i3 near fife-thirty
for my French lesaon, 2nd at seven dinner &
{ .2 Bare du Nord agzain. That is always &
I nteresting place.

Time 18 up, 80 I wust close.
Yush love to everycne in the dear household. Arnie
jetters with clippingze with newspaper and Fred =i-1t!
letter oame yesterday anu all were greatly enjoyel erd
heve gone on to Arthur. I heer {rowm hiu very ofter.
He hes a delizhtful faculty of makinzy Interectir - let-
tears out of the dsily happeninge -nd rever mentionir7y
the one thing that we zre all woet Interested Lo know
and think of wost continuouslye the sreat events of
every day toward the war.

Agoin love to sach one

Lovin ;l‘j




Hotel Majestic,
Paris, Frearce,
December 11, 1¢17.

Dearest Janie and All:

So .any days go by and I do not zet a
‘chance to write half the leyters I want, above all to you
and the Jear home people who are so g cd to write to ne.
EvePy mall, 80 far as Ioan tell, brings a home letter ard
I cannot tell you how weloome and good they are to : e.

First I em cheereac by the zood news of
Aunt lina in your lettersreoeived just now of Noveuber 18.
I think the wedding ani all the young people have been oo
for her if only she can take things easy and not over.io. Do
be careful dear Aunt uMina, extra careful for Arthur and for
He «

I hope your young teacher friend': rupils
will take a baby, a two year old little zirl as you su: e.t.
1 am going to enclose 1n thle the cover of the arnual report
of the society, which is long and in French. On seconi tho-
ught I will eend you instead a pamphlet which tells the whole
story. The work seeus to be an excellent one, and they work
i1t for Americans by our paying 15 francs a month, (about three
dollars) per child. A year's subsoription is the beat vay,
ard while there is no obligation for a longer period, they
are usually kept on. I am subsoribing one in the naie of
“Joliet Assoclation® witr Alice': money and the receipt will
20 direct to her. I 40 not know just how much she sent to
Reed but think there was enough for a year anyway. If you
live in Paris you are exrected to see the ohild now =n. ttren
and keep track of 1ts welfare. The desire is to have t' e
orphans brought up, as far as possible, in the lifz to ~1lickh
their father was accustomen art not to let 80 o~ gnil~r=-
Or more or lees well-to-uo parents grow up in utter poverty
and ignoranoe.

I shall try agein with the Red Cfoss here
to atlir on your application but hope you will pursue the. at
at erd. Hundreds of youny women are coming over. Scre
are finding that they cane to work, anad it is an evidert -ur-

rrise to them. Sowe will be sent bac:. Many arc¢ fine.
Don't hesitate to push your case for you are tle ri it kina.
I say this believinz honestly that there is just as :uch rood
work t0o be done in the United States, but you are tle iind
for work over here and 1f you want to do it I hope you will
have the cheange.




Pecei.ber 11, 1217.

Tell Loulise her French correspondent is =a
sallor lad who was in the Gare du Nor: one night. Trere
were three Jolly youngsters, Just ordinary un-educeated
boys, but pleasant faced and very desirous of somecre to
write to. I gave them Loulse, Jane and Lorene's nanes
and wrote you at the time about thewu. If any other girls
want socldier boys to write to and their motler: do not ob-
Ject, 1 can supply,them but they must not ronarce abou* it
but jJust feel that they can do a lot of good and rive t'e
boys a little cheer in the midst of a hard life.

Uncle Arthur ocane finslly as unexpectelly
as he had been long expected. The great events not far
from his location had kept him from day to asy, so that
when he 1id arrive I was in the midet of a day's surric-1l
dreesings and his coming caused quite a flutter on the
floor where I was.

After a aay or two Captain Stehli care-dovrn.
He had been in the hospital a couple of weeks from an auto
aqgcident, but ceme down as soon as Le woo out ard tozyetler
he and Ungole Arthur had nearly a week's work. Hetween
times we had lovely hours together, roaming about olc Par's
ancd shopping a little for thinge to take back tc oanp. Tire
nizhte I went to the Gare and Uncgle Arthur canre for re ar
brought me te ¢k again atter the heaviest of the nizht'o work
was done and it was an exclting thing at twelve or onc tc
fina a taxl, and onoe we walked a mile or two in the dark,
winding streets before we could persuade the very infrecuent
taxi that he wanted to 0 our way. That seme nig't Captain
Stehll was glth ue and we all stopped in at t':c uritish cen-
teen in the same Gare, where & friend, Ur. Conklins, wa- on

iuty. They have a nlce cheerful place with all tle cookin-

done by twoe ladies (the real tling) on zas stoves bhehir the
hizh serving table, plenty of red curtains at tre bhao! 1
round tables and olina. The British and Caradiarc pry (ver
moderate prices) and car have what they want. Tte

are fed free but can also pay for thinge if trey

frierd Mrs. Cunliffe (Columbia) works there =

nice.

One nlzht we decided on having a Clriat.eas
dinner, 8o with Captain Stehli, Captain Hudson ana Lieuten-
ant Dixon we all went tc¢ La Perunse and sat in the sase cor=-
rer which Alice will remember when fourteen yerra oo ve i3
covered that place ol :oca eating. Tlere sre .try thinms
we can't get now, but there is far from any nzel 66 -o0ing:
hungry After a deli:zhttul dirier we all wert to tle
theatre and voted the ocklevraticn a great succe a. Uncle
Arthur left on Saturday morning and if it ie lonely =it cut
him I certainly can't complain for 1t wras suclt a nice viasilt
in every way.

y




Decerber 11, 1617

pon't imagine I an suttering with cold or

anything. Ut/was Arctic in Ootober, but Noverber wes
warm and Deo:ﬁ@et is rlso. Besldes which there is heat
enough 1n the¢ bulldings now so that onme 10es not nind.

Love to all. I wonler if thie will say
happy New Year. May the year bring us viotory and brin-
us peace. Muoh, much love to all. I am 80 glad Howard
had a 1little extension to hie happy time. Trere will be

Others I am sure. ;... 4o the brides too = b othbrides
for I love dDoth of tham.

(8igned) Aunt Jane




Hotel Liajestic,
December 14, 1917.

iy dear Robert:

I too had to shed a tear this mornine vhen I
read your's and Jane's letters telling how ouvr dear doggie,
~guire, had been killed. «e all feel sasd to lcose him!

How well I remember that first Christmas morning when he was
brought in, sneezing and coughing, all legs and waggin« tail,
but jerfectly ready to make friends. You did not know than
whaet & Jolly pood friend he was going to be. Good thinrs
eften come like that without one half knowing it ot *he time.

I hope you will have another dog and am perfectly willine if
Aunt Mary thinks best. I would suggest an Iriesh terrier or

a Boston bull, or some dog like that, which is a good comradc
for boys, then sometime when we are at home in the big yard

we could have & collie puppy end raise him there. It ic :1-
ways wise to start with & puppy if you pocsibly can, thouph it
is a great deal of trouble, for then a dog learns tc mind rirsnht
amd that makes him hapyy and you too, as you well know, for
Squire knew how to mind you so well. How m00d4 it ic to remern-
ber what a lovcly dogrie he was and how at the very last he did
just what you told him to. If I were you, I would not tlink
of & new dog to "cheér you up" as you say in your letter for
the cheer comes only from courage in your own heart to (ace =
hard trouble bravely. You may think it comes from l:c dog.
but it does not, but just from your own dear self, who I know
will think of those around you and =ive the cheer of your heart
to them. I hope Aunt !'ary will be willing to have a dorr for
you. You will have some Christmas money and she cun tell you
how you can earn some money from' me to pay for him. I should
be 80 glad to know that you have one and as far as the kind ic
concerned, it was only a sugrestion and makes no difference to
me, except that a terrier would be very smart and fasithful to
you.

Now there is one thing I want to ask you to try
and do for mg.and that is when you sometimes do not o to cleep
quickly, to think of :.e ovel here. I am often working at nicit
and I love to do 1t, but there is only one thing tiut make: ne
able to do 1t and that 1s because I can go to slee; when t e
chance comes, anywhere, in &any kind of noise, or at any ti.e of
day or night. It is a great gift, without it I should have to
zive u). what I long greatly to do, I shut the eyes of my mind
to the worries that are not far away, to the ssdness that is
around, snd for the work's suke, go to tleep. It soon gets to
be a habit and I am ocuite proud to see thet I can stend it, and
shall be able to keep on indefinitely. This is what I want you
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December 14, 1917.

to learn, for it comes by learning, so that in some freut
time of the future all your strength and endurance will be
yours to command. Your will ie like Scuire's - ready to
learn 1o obey if you make it. 4ind you were a good master
to Sguire and made him ha py all the days of hie life.

Iy dear boy robert, I am 80 proud of
what you are doing there in Joliet, not only in schodl,
which is fine, and in the Boy Scouts ( and I see a good
many Prepeh boys in costume) but also at home. very-
where you are helping and I am co proud und happy. And
speaking of the French boys, they need the Boy Ilcouts more
than you can imagine. They do not kmow how tu ;lay and to
have sports,es you know, at all, and perhaps if you can study
French, it may be that you could come over snd help teach then
after the war. That 1ls one of the grest changes that must
come, I think, to this country, thatboys and girls cun i
up to play and romp and learn all the splendid thines th
come with out of door 1life.

Love to you and to sll, and tharks for
your loving letter telling me all about Souire. Very few
doge have 80 happy a life or are 80 deserving of it. Ler-
peps sometime you could write about all the nice trinrc tiat
he did, abcn%t John sand the kittens, and how :Scguire mothlered

the puppy in parteership with the broken-legred hen. It
would be & happy memory of him a2nd do him honor and no one
could do it so well as you. llow good-by for today, wund
love and kisses again. 4 whole bunch of lovely letters

)

ceme today, AnAt Annie!es, the enclosed from Fred Dwi.ht
Harold, Evelyn aznd others. Thanks to all and 1o deur ‘unt
'ina whose note with yours pleased me greatly.

Loveingly

(Signed) Aunt June

Your letter goes to Uncle Arthur this afternoon.




A French Village
January “&, 1:18.

peerest Aunt Sally and All:

I came out quite suddenly for
the Y.M.C.A. thourh for a long tiue I have been hopinc:
an! walting for the time when I should be free tc leave
Paria. It was moust forturete that Arthur shoul. ave
arrivz]l on the very day on which the Y.K.C.A. aske ue
if I would come here, 80 he relieved ny anxiety as tc
hon he would feel about it by turninz in and helpir~ to
outiit wme,

Parie is ee alwaye {ul. o 11
tLe luxuries of 1ifé but some of the noet ordinary ne-
ce3aities are very few and far DLetween, and heavy slces,
rubber boots and suoh thinsge are nore rare by Tar tlon !
Louis X1V furniture and bronze glooks. I.have = lcvely
bed1in~ roll done up in = plece of pale yreen canvas that
woull do your heart zcod to see.

Two younyz Boston laiizss ...

self constitute the wowen workers of the "hut" here ar.l
we at. rted ycster&wy with hot aiccolate urnd will al: to
it cc;fea and other things &8s soun as conditions will per-
nit "e have hopes of uouwhruts on Sunday andi o lire of

ecizlties on Cifferent days to incluie bakinq pcwaer bis-
“bius, hot dege anu other delicaciss ac ve gar inver! cr
learn how t0 make them. The "hut?® {a full ez £11 houra ol
opare time and the enthu - - =

January 30, 1£13.

It ie almost an ifmpoossl!
at cll. I uwhall have to walt o
tory. It 4: too bad, for {iruf
1n apite of thelr colors. I can only
are atoxorm frow hinme A. M. t0 nine P.l. :ith
ute hetween except for uesls. S8ocue dmys one cr
can zet off a half hour tc¢ wash up, but dear ws,
exipected to see a0 much dirt or to be 30 altoget
oasibly dirty. Ve are .11 ulike and harpy ao
oan make us.




Unole Ro.a' dear letter of Janusry 5
came today, I hate to think of you belng cold over trere.
It 12 not rishi and someboly is to blame for the shortage.
low people can have lived the ages they have here in cold
and darkness 1 can't see. There is no chance of being
comfortable even in this oocuntry in the winter, but you
zet used to 1t. 1t is pioturesque thouzh in thec -ildeat
extreme.

I smuet add a line to say {
Lad two or three notes froum Alfred, OGne with a ¢
he ceked me $o send for him which here I carnot
seers well and huppy and no doubt I will see
rezion sometire. I an. zoing to tell him to
3 to laeve 'hen Arthur ani I can get our next

vy

gcldier-boye look well. The 1life agrces

All the love in the world, 1o you
desarest of dear people. Your letters cre wy Jjoy an
some day I can write azaln. Tell everybody to plrzee
vait and love we still. ¥ill you telesphone to ir. Lloyd
to send word or by ReRl thet I aa well ana huppy in Lhe
" Or K.

Lovingly

(Signed) Jore R Dwi ht.




"THE LOST LETTER"

In the Field, Francse
January 31, 121¢.

Dearest Annie and All:

# I ocame out here with twe arlar 11
younz ladies on January 1¢ and we started 1mne 191n1y on
our part of the werk of the ocanteen, wrich ig, beside tre
usual thingy, the serving three times a day of chocclzts,
oguillon, or coflfee with sandwiches whenever broc? is ave
allabls. Gcn;itions are primitive in tlLe extrece, th
waklng of 300 oupe at & Tise .ith no equipment 1
cept a tiny, low heatinzg etove, on wlick thr_e &
day for from five to el ht hungry secretariea b
selves have to be evolved.

Ve have developed the rescurces

hook or orook and now possess & little brasier (!)
by three hour's vigorous stoking will boil tre fvll vuw
tity. The wood 1s all green except for broker bLoxes ani
tLe water ie carried helfl & wmile and is precious us rolu.
Ve now hieve a "feuuwe de merxge tho 18 & continuo aly work-
ing dishwasher an! a boy "Andre" vhose strong aru on vw:ter
and wood ie & blessing. The two 3irls are de ur be by nei=-

1er kitchen smoke nor any ot‘ur ;¢ff¢cultie: an’ it is
moatlj due to tlLeir charm thot bread, large cens for co¢hk-
ing and sundry aids cowe our way frou up and Gomni t'u dine.
Ve ere in the oenteen frow nine A.l. to nine-t'irty ov ilcn
P.l. and have = = =

\ e 2 ;
] €, :-‘_‘r‘:l‘f‘,‘;f i
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On Active Service
Tith the
Auerican Expeditionary Foroce
February 11, 13518
Dearest Annie and All:
' I started & letter to you -‘<v I
firat oame out frow Paris on this "ective gervice" but
it seers to have loot itself anldl it has bevn imros.i
to write. I sent a sorappy letter to Aunt Selly o~
asked to have it sent to Re@d so I hope you have -out
word et least that wey. If I oan et & cable tc ycu
%ill, so that you will not worry. Letters arrive *
efter much delay and wrs welcome beyond :ords. I
a-preciate all the soldiers' fselings a. to houme 1«
and aleo thelir difficulties in wr1L¢nb, thouzgh tr =

furnizhee them with the luxury of & pluce to oit
warmth of a sort and liczht which can only be rea
appreciated by those who have h-d it not.

~
w&
e

&)

I adil ’1311 ";". te
in this work. Te sell the it i.ﬂs. ma.k
cofiee and bouillion and serndr ea,
- day, and more éexcept our. OQLJ}

cudo.en shangay
end Sueturday en kalf houre notice

1’ re eVQtVthl"‘f 13 new anda l Bl 1:

wre not as yet a quortgx Bg Luny "Loya"™ but rorez
esdtel and the jcy with ‘Vh,dvy “Y" ia haile.
rower . for being hare. Vo have « hut in the y:
ch: roh and aoross the way is n clateau situate
¢r four aore plot or perk whiol &g : amous lug
in Henry 1V tiuwe. OGwe of

i.y, saw the pretty deser, oriy

atrear an! I aw sure th. tro«:

see 1l mpsell someday. There

the chateau itself does 1ot i

vith a desire to live in it,

v
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YJ..’(;A. LeL
~ T.int promise O'F Srcinr .L‘" ' R
suddaenly down intc . [lat rlz‘e e a li tlc
runa under tall trecs .LlLére vwere some hi h buche
whoee buds were really .welllig. Ominﬁ over
cann was a oharminz avto rize or an hour und
004, road lined with tall traeco, purple flelds
the ground ¥ollingy 2 bit here urd there and broexa:
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of tall sugar lval hiils heavily coverc! wiil
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The fields were deautiful to look at and the curious
thing that mede the whole soene 80 unhomelike was the
absolute lack of fences, no dividing linee, nc oallle
no pasture lines. The fenoces are reserved for the
villages where they become stone walls ani the cattle
and ohickens live in the houses with the inhabitunts,
doors cpen freely from one apratment to the other.

The newso:of Dr. Harwood's death has just
reached me through yours and uary's letters and I auw so
ahooked and sad about 1it. I saw the dear man the lust
cne of any of us and was 80 deeply iupressed with his
devotion and with the work he was doing. He was truly
in the thiok of the fizht, fizhting for 1life aguinst the
heaviest odds and no war hero deserves more praisc for
the sagrifice than he. Alas how aad for the fa.ily noct
to have the coumfort of doinz those last loved zervin:za.
It is the terrible hardship of war, but one knowo t'at
he dled in glorious service and no mere lenzth of. years
can give that honor to a man.

Give my dear love tc Fernie and tre daurt=-
ters. I wish 1 oould write to thew direct an’ -3111 4f
posalble but this is my only chance in many, neny days.

Arthur and his regiment have mov:d,
while I get lettere now and then frow him he sesv.s
having bad luek,hearing anythines 2t a2ll frow ne.
truat mine will filter through after a vhile a7 e ot}
agreed when we parted in Paris not to expect arytiliinz at
all from the mailse. I do not ¥know vhere he is thou-h I
can guess within a hundred miles and now that I & movel
he does not know where I am. Hide ani seek 18 the zra:ve.

I expect to z0 back to Paris about Arril 1.
Shall write some letters and then perhaps come out azain
if the work gontinues. Wonien in the flela 4e ar cureri-
ment. So far as I have seen 1t works well, very —all,
but everything will depend upon how meny of tre ri rnt :ind
are in i¢.

Love and kisses to all, every dearec

(Signed) Je:




L)

Scnewhere in France.
February 20, 1818.

Deearest Annie and All:

I Just Lave my little typew iter back
again and think I ocan write & bit 4in the quite tinec at
the canteen for I can stand up at the counter an! sc not
locse sight of anyone who comes.

I have been moved twice since I caun
out here whieh accounte for the almost loss of .y little
machine, for one finds that baxzage whioh is not ziiaclhed
t¢ oneself 4a apt to rewaln "eomewhere in Fraorce.® This
tine 1 wade wae of 2 friendly motor side car goi, - tizt
way and managed to get it back,

There have been many change:
meant leaving some huts and bullding otlers, or toki
over the building or putting up tents to be ready
the next large nuwbers ooming 1is. In the interval
have had plenty to do as they have moved i1e where th
were enough ooming and going to keep a canteen hu:cy.

Just now I stopre? for o few cL
late drinkers and one boy sald " You know 1t

e}
-

makes life worth living for us.” I do not think thinux
ere a8 bad for the boys as his rerark mi-ht indinate

a cup of hot ohocolate on a cold mornine ie a la
thing. and 4t often happrens that for some reas :
have nisged a meal or two, and that 48 =2 sad emla. i
these hungry ahildren.

I aw billited in & house faoin; on ¢
triangular little place that lies pust under a firc Lill
on wiich i an 0ld chateau vwith lte gardéns droppin: down
to tihe river. At my end of the hill is =2 nige cl. . wrel
tial seeus t0 alwowt hang over the square and every cu.rter
hour the bells ring in a very friendcly wvay. Yrer 1 2
hone at night alonz about nine o'clock atter tui:ir,; sevir-
al corners down dark and crooked little streets, I ccue in-
to & long irregular street with wy ohurch way ur ir t!e aky
at the end of it, andi with ti.e moon and Orion overhe=z. it
is really lovely. As I turn the ocorner my footfzlls echo
loudly on the frogzen zround and I wear ghe lon: cupe of wy
uniform and feel a bit as a casaller miiht on eouc ro.antic
errand. There 18 often the sound O7 & volaes arn’ ne an
then o« lmaugh that comes throu:h the closed shutters, but
not a ray of light. In other times tren war 1t woul! be
a J.arming oountrxy tc see.




Alice's good letter of January -0 tellinr
about the Elwood house fire just came to hand today. Ycu
did some qQuick work and I hope the loses was not so _reat
as [eared. It was good to hear &ll the home newc. “hat
8 terribly severe winter 1t has been and how glad every-
cne willibe when Spring oomes. If a hard winter makes
300d oropa we oan expect great tlinge next year, that 4o
saure.

I am having bad times with
wasd Lo be expéctedl. Muolh of 1%t hee been |
temporarily. The hardest thing ia not hearins fror
¥itrn any reculerity. It ie now nearly two weel o
his least letter and at that tinme he had not hear:d
but once, Its funny beccuee he ie really sc nzor,
I sald, it wae to be e xpeotea.

I find that Horace Smith is not v-.ry
away ani T am in hopee chanoe may bring him tiic -a
is only chance that will arranze it however, arnd ti=n
the hard part of being in this work. We just have
the thing mearest to hand, though that 1s interectins
absorbing énough surely.

I wrote you from my other post and hops the
letter may reach you. There is nothinzy much we are allow-

ed to write about hut there was qQuite a time tret T could
not write at$ all and I did not want you to be ' orrisi ahout
me., Here I have a very comfortable billet andt (or t+¢ or
three nightes have rejolced in a fire, when I arrive! hcne.
It nade it possible to eit up & little while at least. Or-
dinarily golng to bed to keep warm is the obvicuc t'ir-,

but after all there ie very little spare time anyway. TPer=-
haps you would like to know how 1 dress tror trnis Iskime oli-
mate. fwo full suits of woolen underwear ia e 00’ be-
ginning, blagk woolen tishte and a wool shemise, =nd the
usual aftalirs make one v:ry confortable wit} a wiitsc shirt-
waist and a wool skirt. I tried wool shirtwaigs hHvt one
zets a0 very #oiled inthe ocanteen and a white gilk waist
laste well and looks better. A heavy sweater is alaoc an
everyday necessity and a pair of sooks uni:r my wool stock-
ings have kept me from any foot trouble whatever, = rcod
record in this country. A oouple of weeks ago we hal real
spring-like weather and I shed garments with preat nleusure.
Lately it has been winter again. The two younz lailles *rath
vere with me used to wear two or three sweaters 1t - bieg
white collaxr outeide and they looke«d very well. Sone tines
they waar one c¢olor outside and then again another -o we

feel tlLat they are dressed as ladies should be. It 1s auzer
that in thie werk where long zingham aprons are vnroviided as

e uniform they eeem about ae unfit as they would or the porch
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at home, though the work 1ls certainly the dirtiest in
the world.,

L L o * L] * * L *

-

~You can see from the above that I <o not
have :reat luck with letteras. I did have in anothrer par-
ticular however, whieh I will tell you about. A telegram
care from Arthur, out of the blue, - asking me to coune to
Paris on business for him by way of N = -, I zot tle ne-
censary permission and aent an offioially gerncora?! tale=
rox o him saying wonen I would leave, and on licnday at
seven A.M, T was on board the ocars. I wes not at all
sure that one single work in hia telegraw was thc rl Lt
place 30 I d4d not know just where he and the reglucnt
were and this N =~ on the map was n.. very near “l 1.2 .
had gzuesse! him to be. Nevertheless I travelle. vith
Euﬁ“y hopes znd I wza on the road with many chan:eu until
after halfl past twelve that night and only one usuzll eatw
ing place along about three p.m.

It was a long journey {or net sc great a
iistance and when , having disembarked, and pasead thru
sneveral gatee and corridors and out onto the moonli hten
station plage I suddenly camxe upon Arthur hiuwscll you oun
guecs how good it was to see Blike Part of the day I had
& umuch needed hair wash and lobked up tie Yelhi.C.A. anl
Arthur and I walked about the qualnt o0ld place toret!er.
In the evening he hal all hie batallion officere toreti.c
and while there were about sixtcen to one, &s to guntlave
and ladiee, they all seeuwed to enjoy it anl! I fasccrsely
terested to see then togetier and realize what a clanre
oveor a group of men after a six-wonih's campaizn.

here wauv very little ohance for yrersonal talk

with each one, for whiclh I was sorry. Ve uade an everingz of
it and at two A.M., Arthur eaw me Off on uwy trein here. 1 sat
up in & compartment with five Frerch ofticers &ri nearly lie.
¢! heet and euffocation, for I had been living in U 2 open
and there was heat unicr the floor of Lhe ocar. I clept oft
end on however, and every time I came to I woul. opcn the
door into the corridor to let in a breath of eir. Dircctly
the deadly "ocurrant d'air * would waken the Frerncl..an nearest
tl, door and he would shut it with a bang. "ith wore diplo-

ncy I always wiited until he was aslcep but we playal tlat
zane the rest of the nizht and both wanazsd to z2t sone sleep

tween times, and I for one was happily aurpriscs len at

venn I found that we were neax tc Pariles.

I put in the next two days as Dusy a, coul~ be
~ith interviews and all sortis of thinge and intence¢. to heve
rong back thies morning at eizht but could not posuibly 3t
throuzh, 8o stayed the extra day ani am now ready tc lenve in




the morning.very comfortably. 1 have a new suit of Y.u.
C.A. uniform whioh I oould not get before and have #Boured
Paries {or walste that were plain ana fit looking. I have
gonsulted at "Y" headquarters om every known subject and
have gotten throush with Arthus'e business fairly well.
Now I zo baok again dlrect to my work. It is like drop-
ping into a y3ll for while many letters do arrive and are
moat welcome, 1 am never sure that any 20 out an’ it is
besides, alwmoet impoosible t0 write. ¥ith the warnar ro
that diffioulty say be bettered 8ounewhat.

I hate t0 send suoh a scrappy letter oput it
is the only effort in letters that I have been ablas tc aon=-
omplish for some time ao please forrive it all =2r1 take threa
love that goesa with it. Will you send it on for .ro. Bell-
inger and Kre. Reywond and I will write them direct '@ soon
as I oan.

I lov: you all.

(Signed) Jerrie 0. Dnirht.




France, karch <7, 161¢

L}

Dearest Annie and All:

You have no idea how many ard re=-
narkable things have turned up lately, finishing up to-
day with a perfectly splendid picture of Louis for vhich
I hereby thank him with all my heart. A day or two aro
were two wonderful birthday boxes, peprermints enouzh for
the whole enthusiaeiio crowd and other goodies uc nicely
packed that there are still some pleasant surprises wait-
ing for the right mowent. The 1little blue sweater frowu
Louise is ae pretty as oan be. Just before I went to
Paris a big bundle came with three brown sweater: and
comforts and all sorts of nice things meant for Chriet=-
mas, I suspeot. We ate all the eatables sometinesz paso-
ing candy %0 homemick boys and sowetimes to Y.N.C.A. men
who are sometimes quite as homeaiok as soldiers. It was
the love that wame in everything and 2ll the thou :hte
wrapred up that make it hard to tell you all how lear it
was to regeive the thingje 80 long and so far awasy frow
where you sent theu.

Today I seen to feel fartlher sway
in both time and distance and I aw giving nyself tie
luxury of thinking how presious you all are and wr=-t I
wouldl zive t0 be with you and to see you for just a little
while. What a heartache all the world has for the sepa~
rationa and sorrow for its loved ones. God grent a bet-
tar pecple ani a better understanding to come after.

April 7, 1918.

I do not have much suaoce: o with wny
letter writing, and anm now z3olny to cloeec this hastily
for the sake of gettinz 1t etarfted and try agein anotler
tiue.

Arthur wrote that a Czptain i1 ho had
seen Horace 8mith said he wae not seriocusly hurt I had a
letter from Horace some time 330 ackinr me not to write
home, but your letter is just at 'and sayiny tr=t lrs. Snith
had heard from Washington. Horace wrote cheerfully that
he felt entirely well but wes etill in a hoepital. I lLave
been hoping to hear from him rrere he was for I couli pro-
bably z0 and see him if he were neardby, whiech 1: not un=-
11kely.-4QIt takes a0 lony over here to get letters eround.




Great events are happrening of which you
know almost as much as I. God give us all the strength
and oourage needed.

Arthur 1s welland so awm I. Hastily and
with a heart full of love,

(8igned) Jernie.




On Active Cervice
with the
Awerican E&peditiOnury For:e
April 8, 1918.

Ky dezr Evelyn and Reed:

I wonder if a letter will sesun

a

legter if wmritten on & typewriter. I am having such had

luck, . with fountain pens. I have lost two an. two ex-
chanzes on & nmew one do not seem to bring adbout le  ible
hand-writing, Perhapa 1 shoull not blame the -en, tutl

- e em e .

Do you know that you Clristian
box arrived only a little while ago, and 88 nice ar ' o
ani weloome as if it had been packed a wesk aio. I at
up the goodiee and revelled in real tooth-powder hbut
one moat attragtive little jar for a "real spree." It
a few daye ago when I answered a strangely received .en

from ”wﬂ‘a Arthur and took the first train to Parias it}

1ittl L“'ﬂ-bag and my cen of jam. The train was hour
late znd without having gotten any word that I hal aven
celivel hila measage there was Uncle Arthur to mest L& o
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waa off agaldn and I took the next train back, L;AA*h
self the lugkiest perocon in the world to have such & 2h

“e had the jam with ocolteé for breakfast and te’lsl cl

had just six hours together and at nine in the ucrni
f )
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two dezrs as we di4 of many others in those precicus hours.
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labor of a little black and white dog who ran about in a
wheel barking happlly at us, sticking his head through
the wheel and bringng it 1n again just in time to save
it as the supporting bar passed by. We had lunch at
the mess shack with the lieutenant and came baock after
sweeping out and cloeing one or two huts, and we =211
agreed that "seelng France" was quite fum for = change.

I opened a little hut near here for just
a short time and had & nice time of 1%. There were not
& great many men but 1t was raining every day and one co-
mpany had not even a shelter unler which to eat, thouzh
generally they had good mess shagks. At any rate they
enjoyed the little canteen and were quite as jolly a lot
of fellows as I have seen. We had a lovely sérvice
Easter Sunday night with much einging and Monday were to
wind up with a minstrel show but the powere called our end
men 80 we had to be content with & muoh more prosaic en-
tertainment.

_ Evelyls letter telling about the potatoes
had just oome and I am glad to know that not everything
was frozen in the cold winter. Letters are very welcome
and bring Home near. It 4s hard in these stirrinz times
to think or write anything but the one sudjeot that is for-
bidden dbut the ftruth ies that you probably get quite aes much
real news as we 40 here and perhaps almost as quickly.

uch love to you both. If there is & chance
that Reed will come over I think he should try for a commi-
eaion and in some line where his experience will ocount. As
. far as I cin tell work is being more and more specialized,
and the man with treining should do everything possible to
get himaélf into the field where he will be of the nost uase.

The last mail also brought some lov:ly letters
from Jane and one from Loulse. I wonder if anything cave of
the ocable Miss Ely promised to send to lirs. Slade. I never
knew 1f 1t wae sent but I know there are not meny as zood se
Jene, or HALF, over here and some are quite as youns.

I have had to cut down my bagrage to such an
extent that I eave no lettere after reading then. This
spoftls the pleasure of reading them over when I en writing,
and I know there are many thinge that I neglect or this acc-
cunt.

Once more, much love to you. I know you are
all anxious at thie time for the great things arc in every-
bodies mind and heart. Most affectionately

(Sigmeqd) Aunt J ne




France, June 18, 1918,

Dearest Anfiie and All:

/ I feel so sorry at not writing you
more ofyen for the dear letters from all of you come with

their méssages of love and cheer and I long to respond
and do/in thought contimually, but letters are not sc eaay.

/ When I went up to Paris on the sudden
telegram from Arthur, I thought surely I would write all my
ledgera and have a long rest, but my hasty departure laft
things here @0 that I ocould hardly stay more than a weelk,
ant of that week Arthur was with me four preciocus days, two
mere %oitg aml coming ard the remaining two were ococupled

iefly in a framtic search for shoes with a few other err-

mis and some aleep, To tell the truth I was recoverins
from a mild case of grip which had given me several most
uncomfortable nights before I left. In Paris it manifes-
ted 1toelf as the most abjeot case of tiredness I ever krew
and I wan Qquite ashamed of myself, It was not until I ot
backtifo NeufcHhteau that I realized what had happened tc me

and got some comfort gut of the experience. The whole
town had been sick! All our secretaries were wretc: ed
lookling mortals, wobbly and pale. The soldier bocys were
white and peeked and mot at all like the husky, healthy lads
I had left, ZzI% was funny to see them. It was not a ser-
ious malady but sudden and weakening, variously known as
three days fever, trenoh fever and (a very popular name) and
others, but I suspect tle grip simply appeared in its usual
emphatlic and original way and knocked out the crowl. HNearly
everyone is well as far as I krow.

Arthur and I had a ;ood visit in spite
of me 2rd Aif it was hard to let him go =zaln, that was no
more than we had & right to expeot. Of ocurse I heard all
the intereetin thinge that I so longed to know =bout and
even to know where he was made it easier for me. Vary soon
however, I got word that the regiment had moved apgaln and only
yeaterdsy did I hear of his new location and could tell from
the post office number that the regl ment has gone far back to
a part of Frame vhere bombing and machine guns are mt. It
is with a thankful heart I am living for I could not help beino
anxious,

The great battle goes on, the waves come
up, and then slide baok, but they do not break throush the
strong steady lines of the Allien, And how the apirit of our
troops ia being fe2lt all along the 1ims, It is a perfect won-
der. We -~ a peace loving people - we who love our homes and
our land, but we are going to be amd are as good fi hters as




June 18, 1918,

any and the Boche are already leserning that the Azerigans
ate mot to be beaten nor made afraid.

I must close in great haste. This is only -
message of love. James Melsener is near hére and I saee
him now and then.

Be on the lookout for movies. I am fipuring
in one saying good~-bye from the hut to those sent honme,
some with Oroie de guerre. They say it is8 a good movhke.
I have not Been it.

I have just heard that I am to go "up front,"
I am delighted to go. You must not worry. They are
much too careful of the "Y" women amd I am very glad of
the chanca, It is a temporary move and I may soon be
back here. I am very well now, and will write you when
I can. No mews is always good news. Love to all,

Ever =

(S81gned) Jenre,

I am finishing this i the canteen, hence its sorapphmess.




On Active Service
with The A,E,F,
Jul - ®7,1)13,

Dearest Aunt Mina,

Your letter of June 18 just received, written
asllary and Arthur were starting nerth, Your letters get through
very saflely and are such a joy when they arrive,

Arthur 15 doing some work now in Marseillc., Asit 1.
4long the line of metallurgy I hope he 1s enjoyin;; himself. He
fas in Paris a week and telegraphed me nmumerous time: to ncet
him,but I could not leave here, and besides the messages were
much delayed @0 I fear for some days he was troubled about ne,
I arn 211 right and enjoying the busy times here. Our troope
are dolng so magnificently that we are more proud and hopeful
every w-

I hope many good young women will be coming over
for the X work by next winter, We need the vo y best klud,
tike Jane exagtly, willing tosacrifice personal pleavure for
the great good work they cam do., It is hard wodk too , but one
can keep wall, Many sare willing to face death,if need be,
but the harder thing often i1s to be the cheerful, happy,
impersonal friend to hundreds when there are go many openings
for friendship Hetween one or two, It takesthe right kind of
courage to meet thait, and that is vhy I say only our best
ghould come, like dear Jane.flas that a blind organization
holds %o a rule aboul age anddoes not use its seven scnses,

I did not hope to write a letter but a rainy day
gives me an umususk opportunity.

Dearest Aunt Mina you always have the vision far
ahead, love and kisses to p.ll. :

Moot lovingly

Jane R. Dwight

WE do want to come home, Arthur and I, and see you
again in Joliet and our home too, and now I begin almost to dare
to hope- )




1lth November, 1918.

Dearest Home “eople:

Thanks he to God who has given us the
Vioctory.! I want to write tonight for never can any day
be like this day in history,

This beantiful city, badly scarred :nd
stricken has given itself over to a delerium of Jjoy: Vive
la France, Vive la Amerique!l One cannot think of iny-
thing else today. It 18 Frence that was dead and is slive
again and 1% 1s America that is her saviour.

It 48 & wonderful day to live to see,
it is 2 wonderful day that our splendid men have died to
bring to the world. Al1Y the sorrow ani devastation of
France, a1l the sorrow of Breat Pritian, - it iu our desr
boys, our country, ouwr people that have done thi: great
deed for the worxrkd. This city has blossomed in flags,
not bipg ones, dut many of them; the French so0ldiers have
sprung up like magic where there were none hefore:; the
streets have more peonle than we dreamed were here sand
the most beauntiful pudblic square hlossomed at four-thirty
this evening in splendiid lights all around it. o one
who does not know what pitch darkness is in city :treets
cen imapine the comfort friendliness of liphts that
gleam out from shop windows onto the sidewslk, From the
square with i{ts gorgeous lightis and the buildings all around
with their windows cheerfully ablaze, This city has for
four years stumbled and scurried home in the inky darkness
of the long winter niphts, thankful for the olond and fog
and lookins askance at the moon or stars that snurdy meant
dengey andl %oo nften destruction rnd death. That most
beant iful eity synare has never heen tonched by a hombh, at
least not 4o damage 1t, and 1t is strange for there are
vlenty of marks elsewhere of the ruthless wir on cities.

I sent a cahle to the New York office
Just to share the dry with all at home, for I am sure they
will forwayd it. Alfred Bellinper came over from a nearby
walled city and we had a hal £ hour of jubilation toraether.
He hai Arthur in his billet more or less for & couple of




11th lovemher, 1918.

weeke Just lately and I had four little visits from him
myself, quite casual, as if we were accustomed to meet-
ing every day. He brought a major with him and I hanp-
ened to have some ladies to dinner, so we had mite a
party. It 18 a queer war)

Fini la @werrel - That is s11 for todsay.
Love to everyone -

Jennie (iipned)

such a nice bunch of letters osme in yesterday. I meant
to write about them. Robert's long trousers, - ired
Dwight at Chamnaign - Arthur and all - dear Aunt 'ina with
faith and hope for us all - Howard coming over, vhere and
how and when - Ido not know how to address him.

Teke my love for all.

PINI LA GUERRRE!




Naney

by the grace of the cehsor)
France.

Novemher 23, 1918.

Dear Ones All:

These are stirring times though yon would
think we had nothing to do since the blessed Armistice
but bhe happy and préise the lord! Just as T came to
the office thia noon there was a great number of small
children orowiing into the school yard opnosite my bhill-
et. They were loaded down with bundles and boxes snd
herded in by sisters and police, and presently they were
being anxiously end tearfully sorted out by mother. and
fathers and sisters come to claim them. They were Jjust
back from dowm by the sea in Brittany where they were ull
sent last February when Nanocy was «1]1 but taken by the
Boche, and this is the first lot returned. Poor motley
youngsters, their faces were red and swollen with the joy
of the home~coming and if anyhody could stand by dry-aeyed
and see it, that person has not passed by. The preat old
school building itself, covering with 1ts high wall and
garden all of two city blocks, is a it beckground for
such war reunions. The end where the ochildren were is
& complete wreck from the nipht alr raid. Most of the
windows are out, though & amall number of hirsh school lnds
come every momning to chasses in one part of it. Hy bill-
et aoross the street has man) of its windows patched with
oiled naphy which serves better than you wonld think. lNow
the entrances to the school are gay with flapgs and soon the
children will bring back life to the bipg, 0ld desolate nlsce.
A block away begins the University buildings, over and over
again a mark for the bombs. There has heen no work thers
for nearly two years, but the drmage, though ext nsive was
superficial enough until three weeks ago when at six in the
eveningz we hrd as bad a bombing as llaney had ever heen thru,
and one whole end containing the mediocal library was destroyed
and burned. It was weird experience and we knew that with
the flames leaping up Nancy was a mark for evaery Foche plane
that had a bomb left for dropping. No starlipit night was
ever safe in Nancy and we grope@d our way in the bleck dark-
ness of the streets which are as black as mignight now at
8ix o'clock, Flashlights are, or were, in general se, hut
if by chance it falled, we pgroped and stumbled surely enough.
% was LIGHT that brounght home the first nipht of the armis-
tice, - the dlessed friendly light of onen shop windows, the
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splendid lamps that shone out in the city Mquare. And
then it was the quiet nipht. Not quiet from the hilari-
ous people but quiet from the distant roar of the puns
ani the ever expectant intermittent whirr of the Boche
rlanes.

We have had endless processions of French srmy
roing to ooccupy their lost countries. We have scarcely
been able %o jteep onr bed for the colonels and the gener-
als and thel® suites that had to be taken care of. And
the one-time residents are flocking back, a sad home-coming
for there are many, many homes battered down and the o0ld
bombs are ne respectors of persons, riech or poor. “ver
day a little shop will open 1ts doors and every day more
and more trueks are bringing supplies for sale. Another
hote) has started its furnace and ever day new street lamps
blogssom out.

Then a week apo today the British prisoners he-
gan coming 4in. Yord was sent to the "Y" that 600 were in
& big French darracks near the city. Iuckily, to make a
long story short, we were able to give them hot choc :lute
and bread within an hour and later »ll day and nirht ser-
vaed them from stoves and boilers which we set up nt the
barracks. Our own army doctor dosed out rum and worked
like a dlave, bless him, and meantime red tape unwounad
and French hospital and Red Cross doctors and British
supplies rushed on fast trucks and 2000 suits of clean
clothes and cooks snd helpers and the machine bdegan to

run smoothly to feed and care for that small army of
wretched and helpless human beings. The first thousand
was the worst, why I do not know, but never could I helieve
that such wretohedness conld :oxist and be alive. Turned
loose in a forest inside the German lines, with a piecce of
black bread, and in winter, not knowing the way, they some-
how tramped, dropping from fatipgune and starvation, to this
nlage. Probably more than a hundred died on the wav. .ome
died in onr barrack, and =1l were so emaciated, so ~overed
with sores, and so pitifully patient. And 1t mipht have
baen anyone of our sons, and because they were Pritish they
were treated that way by the Gemman army. It makes ones
blood boil with indignation and horror. There are no hor--
ors in death and bhattle tidt one might not face with inder-
stand ing, but the sight of those British prisoners - there
are no words that can describe the horrow that one feels for
the doing of that deed!l

Ve have word of other thomsands arriving and have
sent » nnit and sapplies to Metz to give them first aid 1in
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the way of hot ohocolate and good honest dread, and orpan-
ization is at work to meet what a week ago was an undreamed
of emergency. How our own doys have fared I do not know.
vome say that hatred of us 18 like the hatred of the British,
et any rate, there seems a great difference in different
vrison campe, the Italians that ocame in here for instance,
were well looking, the poor Fnplish lads had never seen a
box from home.

One of the nice things that csme the way of
the "Y" was to bathe these prisoners. There 18 a big estab-
lishment here ealled the Nanoy Thermal, which we control and
the Army uses as a stetion for baths and clean olothes after
the trenches and before going on leave. The "Y" runs 1t
and hae & oonteen, movies and theatre in conneetion. Tt
was by this that we could so quickly serve the first thous-
and and the next day they began bathing them and fitting them
out in some sort of comfort. ‘

Some of the divisions have gone as an amy of
ocoupation and a few favored women workers have pone with
their Y unites. The reat walt orders. Ve are trying to
keep canteens on the principal road where troops are passing
and are needing more workers than we have. Many have had
to go on leave from the CGrippe and we are of course develop-
ing quite a lot of sight-seers who want to see a trench wh-
fore it 1s too late to talk sbout 1t, and incidentally there
are the trophy hunters. I have not been able to hrve an eye
for these things, 1t is not because I love you all the les:,
but Just Weemuse I could not “nring all those sad busy times.

How easy 1t 15 to sequire the luxuries of 11ife.
This 1& my firet letter using names of places :nd how niae
and easy it is! We have lived very near to primitive man
during the war, dbut I don't helieve we have 1liked it nor wi 1
it be at all hard to change.

) The great question naturally 18, when do we o
hom#? vome are meking a mad rush. But I think most feel
that the one great and overwhelming fact is that +he war has
ended. Gratitude for that, the peace of that thought, leaves
not much room for impatience. There 18 woxk to dn tomorrow
anl the next day and when there is & 1ift in the pressuee of
that there is happiness ahead.

God keep you all safe, and love to esach one,
lovingly

Jane R. Dwipght /:Sipmed)
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