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To Louls Hyde from sister Julia

Letter of August 3, 1889, from Camp: "Father caught some cold on the boat and
seems to be somewhat stiff, but I believe a few fine trout on the end of his
rod would limber him considerably. He is a persistent fisherman, always driving
someone to go onto the lake with him to fish for bass." ... "I know Mary and
you are happy in your first housekeeping experience and I trust everything will
prove satisfactory in the home you select." ... "Father seems to leave all
business care behind him! He does not look worried at all."

Letter of July 6, 1887; "I am extremely pleased to learn the facts received

by mail yesterday. You could not have made a better choice, if you had
determined upon pleasing your sister instead of yourself. I admire Mary Reed very
much and shall be glad to welcome her as a sister. I am very glad you are

now ready to have a little pleasure in the society of the 'girl of your heart',

after so many months of business worry and anxiety. I remarked to George only
the other day that I wished you might marry and have a little pleasure in a

quiet home life, with some congenial companion. I have often had Mary Reed in

my mind for you and now I wish to congratulate you that you have chosen so
wisely."
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Letter of April 20, (1912?):s "I think it about time I wrote you of Mother's
affairs, as co-partmers in the settling of them. You know I had $500 from

the sale of 5 shares of G.W.S. (?) and Mary also had $500 from the same amount
of shares, sold to Louls and Fannie Evans. The $500 I have used to pay Mother's
debts and funeral expenses as follows. It is all dated in books. (Total $188.00)
The remainder I have in the banks, have recelpts and bank sheets to show what

I have paid. The undertaker has not sent in his bill yet. George last week
Friday asked me if he could have (telephoned me in fact) $500 right off. So I went
to Gardner next day and he sold me bond (Railway B) to use and we sent the
$500.00 to George. As it is I owe the estate 400 and something (G. has the
account) to Mother's estate. G, will sell all the stocks and bonds when he

gets the mill. That is about all there is now to tell. But I hope to get
things settled somewhat before I go away. Is it not too bad for Geo. to put
that money in services (?). Poor mother said to me so many times, I want Geo.
to save what I leave as a nest egg, to educate his children. What a pity for

Geo. to waste his 1life in idle dreams when he has so much abllity. Poor Mary
says she had had the worst collapse since she went back; her lot is a hard one

with all those memories. But Mary and I can stand back and be thankful that our

dear ones did not part from us in such a horrible way as those survivors of

the Titanic experienced. I want to ask you when you get back to Joliet, to

find out what a head stone for Mother would cost, and also the price of
perpetual care of the lot. I think we better put money in those two things from
the estate before it is divided up. Because if we do not, it will never be
done. Father always talked of a granite boulder for a monument but I think

as Fannie does the money is needed by Mary. She is not strong and what will

become of her, if her health breaks. ... Edith and I try to pass the time
away in some sort of a fashion, longing for the absent girls to be with us to
help us forget the terrible void. All night I almost die, it is z0 hard to
stand the empty chair Will has sat in for twenty four years. I can only go
on, with the thought that he is near us all the time influencing uz as usual."
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To Mary (?) from Julia Hyde Evans
April 29, 1912: "I learned from Helen Wordruff yesterday that you were home
and that your Aunt Minerva had passed away. Please accept my sincere sympathy,
because I know what a loss it means to every one of your family. She was a
dear, (?) woman and has gone to her just reward. She looked so frail when
I last saw her but I did not think she would follow dear Mother so soon. Death
is so much more beautiful to me now. I feel that I am uplifted and can view
life with a broader deeper meaning. I am convinced that this 1little span of
life is such a tiny part of the whole that the great power of Love has prepared
for us. And all the time I am wondering how the rest of the world can feel
so differently from me, and have such a desire for material things and look so
little upon eternal things. I feel too that I have been dealt with gently when
I remember the Titanic survivors. Those memories must be unbearable."

(Stationery edged in black.)
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