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FANNIE ELLA HYDE

Born Jaly 17, 1862 in. Joliet, IL

Married William Elvis Harwood on Jan. 9, 1889

(Fannie was 27 - Will was 31)

There is no date for Fannie's death.

Fannie's husband, Will died Jan. 4, 1914 at the age
of 56 (in France during WWI)

Fannie and William Harwood had the following children;

Nov. 1, 1889 Helen Mary
May 6, 1894 Rachel

The letters from Fannie to her brother Louis start in the
year 1877 when Fannie is 15 and Louis, away in MI at school

is 17 years old.




SUMMARY OF THE LETTERS FANNIE HYDE WROTE TO LOUIS H. HYDE

July 24, 1877
Sherman W. Bowen Jr. born to Julia Howard and Sherman Bowen.

(Julia is Mary Amanda's younger sister)

Oct. 7, 1877 EXHIBIT 1
Joliet: '"My dear Dbrother Louis," "It will be 3 weeks Tuesday

since you went to Ann Arbor. I saw Ed Dillman (Joliet Drug Store
- ADH) Lou did not write her when she was at Naperville.
"Papa misses you so much when he has to bring in kindling and
coal for the fire." Uncle Bowen here for visit, '"He is traveling
for some house, I do not know whether is a dry goods or grocery
house.'" '"Will Howard 1left last Monday for the Rush Medical
College in Chicago." "Julie went to Chicago week before last, she

went to the exposition and to hear Booth."

Oct. 28, 1877 EXHIBIT 2

Joliet: "Grandma and Uncle Bowen came to Joliet last week.'" (This
is a great letter of the life in the family and the town - read
it- ADH)

Nov. 13, 1877 EXHIBIT

Joliet: News

Nov. 24, 1877 EXHIBIT

Joliet: News

Dec. 9, 1877 EXHIBIT

Joliet: News

Dec. 22, 1877
Mary Sabin Hyde born at Joliet, IL.

Jan. 6, 1878 EXHIBIT 6
Joliet: "Geo. Fish was here last night - Charlie

Fish's father) is at Ann Arbor." News.




Jan. 20, 1878 EXHIBIT

Joliet: News

Feb. 24, 1878 EXHIBIT

Joliet: News

March 30, 1878 EXHIBIT 9
Joliet: 1st page a note from George - 2nd page - 3rd - 4th pages

a note from Fannie - News.

May 19, 1878 EXHIBIT 10

Joliet: Fannie asks again if Lou's chum is coming home with him
on their vacation. She has shown a very active interest in this
chum. "I am afaid you will have to go to war this summer to fight
the "Communists'" which are causing so much talk.'" "Carrie Evans,

of Chicago is here visiting Julie.' News.

June 9, 1878 EXHIBIT 11

Joliet: Papa is getting a phaeton for Toodle-Loo (the baby Mary
Sabin). '"Papa say every little scrub in town has a baby carriage
and the baby should have a phaeton.'" "Toodle Loo's the apple of

his eye - he can't do enough for her.'" News.

June 30, 1878 EXHIBIT 12
Joliet: "Only 3 weeks more and you will come home.' Saturday was
Lou's 18th birthday.

June 30, 1878 EXHIBIT
Joliet: Warm family letter. Mary Hyde Webb born 12/22/77.
"Toodle-Loo" her fathers darling.

Oct. 12, 1879 EXHIBIT 13
St. Louis: Dear brother Lou -'"Mama wrote that this year would be

an expensive one for Papa and she said my school days were not

over yet. She thought I would have a year of accomplishments
next year. Julie will be married then." "Geo. P. received a
letter from Minnie Evans last week saying that Will had been down

town choosing the diamond for Julie.'" News.




Ock. 25, 1379 EXHIBIT

St. Louis: News

Nov. 23, 1879 EXHIBIT 17
St. Louis: My dearest Dear - Bring your chum home for the

holidays. (Lou is at Ann Arbor)

Nov. 30, 1879 EXHIBIT

St. Louis: News

Dec. 8, 1879 EXHIBIT 19
St. Louis: She 1is living with her relatives and attending the

Mary Institute. News.

Jan. 11, 1880 EXHIBIT 20
St. Louis: Uncle William has some sort of position in British
Columbia, and perhaps before next spring he may leave St. Louis

for Victoria. News - Uncle Trutch there.

Jan. 24, 1880 EXHIBIT 21

St. Louis: "Uncle Trutch left for Canada last week and has not
returned yet. He hopes to obtain a position for Will and if he
does the happy youth will leave his school and go to British
Columbia with Uncle." Apparently Lou is to move to the Psi U.

house.

March 1, 1880 EXHIBIT 22

St. Louis: '"Carrie Evans visiting the Durkee family in St. Louis.
Will Preston brought her to St. Louis on his return from the
north last week. After the Trutch relations - leave, we expect
her to visit us.'" The Trutch's must live in St. Louis and Fannie
must be staying with them all this time. "I spent last week, Sat.
and Sun. at Uncle Bowen's.'" "At Victoria, Will entered the employ

of Mr. Onderdonk the contractors for the Canadian Railroad.

Auntie - beautiful home St. Louis - boys Geo. and Will. Will to

Canada. Geo. to west coast. When Fannie goes home in spring
Auntie will be left to herself.




March 13, 1880 EXHIBIT 23
St. Louis: Good letter to read - Preston's, Trutch's, Hyde family

in Beloit.

March 5, 1880 EXHIBIT 24

Joliet: Dear Lou, '"Tomorrow Papa goes to Chicago to see drafts
which Mr. Chisholm had completed for the new system. How I do
hope all will prove successful. This relieving Papa's mind of a
heavy burden. He somehow doubts the future prospects, but I
trust all will be well with him."

March 27, 1880 EXHIBIT 25
St. Louis: Dearest Lou, so hates to have Julia leave the home,

empty when she becomes Mrs. Evans.

April 4, 1880 EXHIBIT 26
St. Louis: Washington Ave. Apt. 4 - "Aunt Lucy probably will not
be in St. Louis next year. Days are so excessively hot I can not

concentrate my thoughts on anything."

April 11, 1880 EXHIBIT 27
St. Louis: "I am sorry to leave St. Louis as I have enjoyed my
year here. Auntie Preston is very much pleased with my progress

in my studies."

April 18, 1880 EXHIBIT

St. Louis: Preparations for Julia's wedding.

April 21, 1880 EXHIBIT 30

St. Louis: Over three years since she has seen Julia. Papa

couldn't get her a pass to go to the wedding. Julia's letter

yesterday telling of their coming (St. Louis).

April 25, 1880 EXHIBIT
Joliet: She is home for the wedding.




May 13, 1880 EXHIBIT 33

Joliet: Homesick for Lou after his departure last Saturday.
Fannie has an invitation to the Psi U. Prom - there are financial
problems - read ADH

All through these letters one sees a very close and loving

family.
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Letter of May

19, 1878; "I am afraid You will have to go to war this summer

to fight the "communists” which are causing so much talk. The Citizens' Corpe 1s
stting to be quite a nice company; a oumber of the young men have joined it lately

and every month they have a full dress drill and a dance after it and if all of

the corps do not come out to drill on that nl.tht they are fined $3., so they have
& very good attendance.”
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To Louis Hyde from sister Fannie, March 1, 1880, St. Louis

"I believe I have mentioned in letters to you of Will's intended departure with
Uncle Trutch for Victoria, where he (Will) enters the employ of Mr. Onderdonk the
contractor of the new Canadian railroad, I think it impossible to imagine a
happier boy at the prospect of going than he is, and I hope that he will be
successful, not only for his sake, but for Auhtio‘s. She is almost heart broken
at the thought of his leaving her and I think she has sufficient cause in harboring
such feelings; just think here is her beautiful house, which she built, mostly with
the thcughts of having & home tor the boys and also with the idea that they would
be zble to obtaln steady employment in St. Louis (only) they were unable to do so.
Wii’. goes thousanis of miles away and George contemplates golng west in June,

after he has finished his study of law, and when I go home in the spring whe will be

left quite tv her self. With all her past grief and trouble she can hardly
contain rsr seli at the nearness of Will's going."

..."Just think, only two months more and Julia Hyde will be no more; why it almost

seems like death to think of her leaving us;, I know that she will be near us, but
we will notice the change very much."
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To Louis Hyde from sister Fannie: Oct. 23, Joliet

"Did you ever know of the political spirit ﬁ:::z:;:;3%99 as high as now? I was in

Chicago yesterday and witnessed the republican demonstration

It was quite a
sight, I can assure you.

Papa is so enthuslatic I wonder at him. He told Mama and

I the other day that if women would read more about politics, and less about

fashion, our country would be more flourishing; he is an ant-free trader, alsc

rat4tar ~AF Nan 1 1RRN TAaldat+.

"Dara Paivlvy ormned uvhen he learned that von were

Ch e e e e esaem gy | fA A AL s & -

Letter of Dec. 1, 1880, Joliet: "Papa fairly groaned when he learned that you were

taking lessons on the guitar, but he will overcome that antipathy when he hears you
play my accompaniments which I hope you will do."
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