
Gibson, Paris 

Born in Brownfield, Maine, July 1, 1830. Died 
Dec. 16, 1920,Graduated Bowdoin College,1851. 
Settled in Minneapolis, 1858. Was a close 
friend of Wm Watts Folwell [see his papers] 
and of JJH, for whom he acted in Montana 
matters. He built the first fibouring mill in 
Minneapolis before removing to Fort Benton, 
Montana in 1879. Interested JJH in founding 
Great Falls and developing its waterpower at 
the several falls of the Missouri River there 
Was a wool buyer for many years at Fort 
Benton and elsewhere in Montana Terry. Was 
one of JJH's most pro Y c  correspondents, 
1882-1916. 



Gibson, Paris 

Died December 16, 1920. 

From Who Was Who --- 



Gibson, Paris 

"Autobiographical Publications - Gibson, 
Paris, memorandum dictated to his family" 
iS filed in Great Falls, Montana. 
See: Letter from Miss Mary K. Dempsey to 
Dr. Graae Lee Nute, Feb. 5, 1962. 



Gibson, Paris 

"The Founding of Great Falls and Some of Its 
Early Records" by Paris Gibson. 

"It includes a very short sketch of the 
founding of the city by himself and Mr. Hill, 
and a chronological listing of events in the 
life of the city." The following paragraph 
is taken from this pamphlet, 
"In the summer and fall of 1883, I platted 

the townsite and named it Great Falls, althoug 
I first suggested Hilltonas its name, in - honor - 
of James J fill my p--tner. AS he would 
not consent o m$ pro1 al, I thought the 



name Great F a l l s  would a l l  th ings  considered,  
be t h e  most appropr ia te  f o r  the-new town." 
(12.12) 

S e e :  L e t t e r  from Mrs. Lavern Kohl, 
Heference L ibra r ian ,  Great F a l l s  Publ ic  
L ibra ry ,  t o  D r .  Nute, Feb. 23, 1962. 



Gibson, Paris 

A Montana Yankee, a master's thesis written 
by James G. Xandford Mont~na State.Univer- 
sity, 1952. ~ ~ ' + . G C - C ~ ~ . J ~ ~ X ~ .  19 

See: Letter from Miss Mary K. Dempsey to 
Dr. Grace Lee Nute, Feb. 5, 1962. 



Gibson, P a r i s  

See a  ca lendar  of h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  H i l l  l i s t e d  
day by da$ by d a t e ; s e p a r a t e  f i l e  i n H i l l t s  f&g- 
See a l s o  t h e  genera.1 ca ta logue  under h i s  
name f o r  o t h e r  l e t t e r s .  



Gibson, Par i s  

Not a l l  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  H i l l  ( there  a re  many 
hundreds o f  them), have been catalogued, but 
there i s  a complete l i s t i n g  of them i n  the 
spec ia l  card f i l e ,  Par i s  Gibson calendar. 



Gibson, Paris 

rg 



Gibson, Pa r i s  

There i s  much mater ia l  on Gibson i n  the  papers 
of the  Piontana Central Road i n  the Montana 
Secur i t i e s  f i l e .  



Gibson, Paris 
See 

Suspense Records 1 half-si~e box 



Gibson, Paris 

See : 
Wegner, Charles. In this file. 



Gibson, Paris 

See 

Great Falls Water Power & Town Site Co.Papers 



Gibson, P a r i s .  

See : 

Montana S e c u r i t i e s  i n  t h i s  f i l e .  


