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Jamary 17,191

isg, J. . Bassett,
Browerville
Minnesota

My dear Mrs. Basseti:i:=-

-

I am just in preceipt of your letter

gret your ill health, and
&
-

while I deeply re

&

8
failure of the work, I have to confess that
in its accurate analgsge of the situation
made me laugh, so I hed at least a Little

it any way.

Now, I am going to add that every
Senate delays passing the Federal Syffrage Amendme:
us just that much more time for our petition work.
you find yourself able to be about, it would be
ying to us if you would make one more try.witl

and }

.'.:PSn

Thanking you for your interest and
that some effective work can be accomplished i

Sincerely yours,

State Urganiger

P.5. It might interest the women in your town to know
that Clarissa, Fagle Bend and Bertha have sent in

»
splendid petitions.
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Howc?er, we Teel confident that the Federal
will pass the Senates by the fi: of February,
we are making every effo to get the required
names in from all over t tate by that date.

e are writing this to urge you %o :lo 8
thing you can 1 S
Davidson gave y;ua iy ia is al’ the more 1mportaht since iwo
of the representatives from your district are known to be
favorable to our mgwsment.

very=

/e were 50 pleased to learn that you are co=-
opernting with lMrs. Davidson in this work and are con-
fidently counting on splendid returns in consequence.

Sincerely yours,

FPresident
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January 17, 1919

Mrs. Ed. Brown,
Fairfax,
Minnesota

My dear Mrs. Brown:

We have just learned through Miss Hopkins'
father that she has been in Washington, D.C., sometime and
that her return is indefinite, and so we are writing to
you te ask if you will not take up the work Mises Randall
presented to you when she was in your town and do every-
thing possible that can be done by the 1st of February.
The situation is urgent and the time is short so we are
mailing you under separatecover today the pstitions and
leaflets on the assumption that you will take this matter
up, end if you cannot do anything personally get some
one who will,

Ve are enclosing the letter sent to Miss Hop-
kins which goes more fully intc explaining and also
gives you the number of names of men and women required.

The sentiment in your community seems to be good
and getting the names is merely'a matter of presenting the
petitions and asking for the signatures. If you can get
a group of women to act together the work could be accom-

plished I would say in one afterncen. It is more diffi-
cult to get the signatures of men than it is wemen, not
because they are less willing to sign but because they
are busy and more difficult to get in touch with, so it is
necessary to visit their places of business.

Thanking you for your interest and trusting you
will be able to carry this work to completition,

( M- )

tate Organizer
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Sincerely yours,

State CRganizer
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January 18, 19

Mrse H. Ho Vagstad,
Ormeby,
Minnesota

Ky dear Mrs.

Ianm} caipt of your letter of
January 13th ual as explained in my letter of the
9¢h, we do think it is very much wek) worth while
to ﬁo everything the an be done in the petition
work at the present time.

the 20th seems to give
tiue, report as soon thereafier-as
it tent to do 80e We think the
ns woul d be very useful to us even as late
&8 the 30th, but il you could get them in earlier
so much the betler.
Mhanking you so much for your interest
and willingness to go om with the work,

Very sincerely yours,

State Organissr
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I wrote you recently explaining why our
association agreed with the National Association
that it is a mistake in Minnesota to try for a state
constitutional amendment. The failure of the dry
amendment has proved that neither money nor organi-
zation suffices to obtain a constitutional amendment
in Minnesota where amending the constitution has
been made almost if not quite impossible.

Nevertheless Mr. C. H. Warner of Aitkin Co.,
has introduced a bill in the House asking for a state
amendment. If this bill passes the House it will be
necessary to call upon you and the women of your dis-
trict for about $1,000, and for you to organize at
once for two ypﬂr’c h?ru work throughout your dis-
trict, with small hope that in the end the amendment
can pass.

Does it not appear to you, therefore, that
we must make 1t very plain to our Legislature that
the women of Minnesota do not want the state campaign?
First, write to your representatives,

Hougse of Representatives, State Capitol, 8t. Paul,
Minn.,, to say that it is the request of suffragists
in their district that the legislature shall not pass
thig amendment but shell ratify the Federal Suffrage
Amendment when it comes up for ratification, which it
is almost sure to do sometime this winter.

We have explained to all the representatives
that the above is the policy of the Minnesota Woman
Suffrage Association, but there are five women who
have banded themselves together i

nto an organization
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Wheelock’s ‘Veekl_v R. P. SHOWALTER, BUSINESS MANAGER
H. M. WHEELOCK
FERGUS FALLS, MINN.

Mrs. A, Ueland,

Minneapolis,Minn.
Mt dear Mrs. Ueland: --

Your letter under date of Jan. 20 awaited me here after a
fortnight's absence from home, which will help you to understand
my seeming negligence.

I have written letters to-day, and they are already posted
to Reps. Fompe, Moen and Putnam. I have not written to Mr. Adams.

Before these men left for St. Paul, a few days after your
former letter came, I saw them personally and asked them to support
the ratification of the federal amendment, and they all assured me
of their intentions to do so. There is no doubt in my mind but the
three can be relied on.

1 velieve Vr. Adams could be influenced by you in the
right directiong#. Mrs. Adams is at the St.Paul hotel this winter,
and might be of some assistance.

I dislike to admit a failure in the matter of securing
more signatures of voters to the petition, but I fear I am forced
to it. I cannot zet a single woman to help. I spent an afternoon
going to the men I knew had not been asked pefore, but each one
promptly began to protest at the "watch fires" and picketing perfo
-rmances in Washington and I did not get a single signature.

If I were uo to my old fitness physically I should like
nothineg better than to start out on a real campaign, but I can't do
it and there is a lack of enthusiasm which it is not possible to
overcome in everybody, due as much to a depressed state of mind
following our epidemic of influenza as to the repugnance to
enlist in a political struggle which all women seem to have.

Perhaps a little later we can do something which will count.

Yours very sincerely,

Q*t""ﬁ'_/‘./%AM g \.J{\ 1 e
v |
e W










CLOQUET PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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CLOQUET, MINN.,




CLOQUET PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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Mres. HoslM. Wheelock

amendment would entail upon the sufiragists of the
state. As I have told you in former le'lers, we would
say each county would have to raise $1000, if possible,
and for the next two years we would have to work for
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suffrage as we never have befors, with
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Mre,. B M. Graves,
Crookston,

4 3 e
;:u{lh?_-eala e

My dear Mrs, Graves:=-

I read in ¢} there i
be a very important n

ary 1l0th to 14ih.

1

The meeting, as you know, is"The Annual
Northwestern ¥innesota Farmers and Women's Beak"
and in connection with it seversl other assccia-

tions are to have meetings:

Red River Valley Livestock Breeders
” - " Development Assn.
Northern Minn., Poultry Assn.
Minnesota Potate Growers Assn
Alumni of the N.W.School of Agriculture

'@ would like very much to have reso=-
lutions passed at the big general meetin and if
r = O »

possible, by the smaller associations.

Please write at once and tell us what

you think sbout this? W / the Crookston
and put it through!?

Andreas Ueland)
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January 35, 1919.

Mrs. Peter Clesen,
Cloquet, Minnescta.

Dear Mrs. QOlesen:

just find time to answer your valued favor

Yot undoubtedly know both the concurrent res-
olution memorializing ¢ongress to submit the equal suf-
frage amendment and the bill proposing an amendment to
‘our state constitution have passed the House and the
former has passed the Senate.

Having at three previous sessions assisted in
passing the bill proposing an amendment to our state
constitution, providing for equal suffrage, and believ-
ing that if the women of Minnesota are to secure that
priviledge, during the next twenty years, it must be
through such a measure, I could not comply with your
suggestion to withdraw my bill or my support of the
measure: and permit me to suggest that if you really
wish the women of this great state to have this right,
which has been too long denied, that you and all your
friends should get behind the bill in the Senate and
assist in securing favorable action. It seems to me
that the women who expect to secure, in the near fu-
ture. or in the next ten years, the right of suffrage
by . an amendment to our federal constitution, are
relying upon a broken reed; that they are chasing a
will-o'-the-wisp and are in fact being very much mis-
led and deceived.

At the present time/fifteen of the forty-eight
states have equal suffrage and I believe all are west of
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Personally
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may follow the good exauple T the House gud ”ubmit 2]
mendment, but if it does I can see absolutély no pros-
pect of its being ratified by the required three~fourths
the states.

The bill was firs 188
rassed at the request of the suff ._'—l;:i“lstS.
with their request we again passed the bill in 1°L* and
it was once more passed in 1917 fven though you per-
sonally may not have asked f r favored its passage in
1917, the fact that it was ised must be evidence that
*here was &a considerable demand d a strong sentiment

)] Such action. 'hat sentime has again manifested

fevorable action of

I~ was

objections?

2nd. ' 7omal 1ffrage orgsnization
with whieh you are does noet wish to assume
the burden, expense an ponsibility of making the
campaign.
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As to the first objection, allow me to say that
I believe you are mistaken. Suffrage sentiment has been
growing rapidly in Minnesota, and there are far more sup-
porters now than ever before. The burden of the contest
will not be born by the women alone. High-minded, public-
spirited men with lofty ideals, from all portions of our
state will be out in the open, fighting side by side with
the women for this amendment.

The seventy-five thousand boys from Minnesota
who have been in the service and have seen the wonderful
work performed by the women, through the Red Cross and
other war organizations, and the splendid sacrifices
made by the women of America, to win the war and make
our nation safe for democracy, will practically all be
home and nearly all of them will be enthusiastic sup-
porters and boosters for this amendment. Their atti-
tude will be:

"Our mothers, sisters and sweethearts,
God Bless them. We cannot do too

much for them."

The boys will put a little ginger and a little life and
"pep" into the campaign for the amendment and it will
g0 with a whoop.

The proposed good roads amendment will in all
probability be submitted, and thousands of automobile
owners will be at work for it. There is no good reason
why we cannot join drives and put both amendments over,
in short, I believe that the next election will be the
most Opportune time you have had or are likely to have
for many years for taking & vote on this measure.

May I not also say that this is the first time
in my experience when I have found a considerable por-
tion of our citizenship demanding good legislation and
so little faith in it that they are unwilling to submit
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it to the people for approval. Such an attitude upon
the part of professed and well known friends of suffrage
cannot possibly do the cause any good.

Now, as to the second objection: I can readily
understand how some of the women who have done so much
for the cause, who have contributed so liberally of time,
efforts and money, may have become discouraged, but I wish to
suggest that for every friend who has become weary, luke-
warm and faint-hearted, many will rally to fill their
places; that they will be determined to "carry on;" that
this great cause is not going backward, but forward and
forward to victory.

May I not express the hope that you may be
among -the number and that you will lend your best
efforts, to the end, that the state Senate may act
favorably upon my bill and submit the question Yo
the voters of our state.

Chw-Maps. Sincerely . yours,
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You undoubtedly know both the concurrent reg-
olution memorializing ¢ongress to submit the equll suf
frage amendment and the bill proposing an amendment to
our state constitution have passed the House and the
former has passed the Senate.

poc

Having at three previous sessions assisted in
passing the bill proposing an amendment to our state
constitution, providing for equal suffrage, and believ-
ing that if the women of Minnesota are to secure that
priviledge, during the next twenty years, it must be
through Quc} a measure, I could not comply with your
suggestion to withdraw my bill or my support of the
measure; and permit me to suggest that if you really
wish the women of this great state to have this right,
which has been too long denied, that you and all your
friends should get behind the bill in the Senate and
assist in securing favorable action. It seems to me
that the women who expect to secure, in the near fu-
ture, or in the next ten years, the right of suffrage
by~ an amendment to our federal constitution, are
relying upon a broken reed; that they are chasing a
will-o'-the-wisp and are in fact being very much mis-
led and deceived.
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As to the first objection, allow me to say that
I believe you are mistaken. Suffrage sentiment has been
growing rapidly in Minnesota, and there are far more sup-
porters now than ever before. The burden of the contest
will not be born by the women alone. High-minded, public-
spirited men with lofty ideals, from all portions of our
state will be out in the open, fighting side by side with
the women for this amendment.

The seventy-five thousand boys from Minnesota
who have been in the service and have seen the wonderful
work performed by the women, through the Red Cross and
other war organizations, and the splendid sacrifices
made by the women of America, to win the war and make
our nation safe for democracy, will practically all be
home and nearly all of them will be enthusiastic sup-
porters and boosters for this amendment. Their atti-

tude will be:

"Our mothers, sisters and sweethearts,
God Bless them. We cannot do too
much for them.”

The boys will put a little ginger and a 1ittle life and
"pep" into the campaign for the amendment and it will

go with a whoop.

The proposed good roads amendment will in all
probability be submitted, and thousands of automobile
owners will be at work for it. There is no good reason
why we cannot join drives and put both amendments over,
in short, I believe that the next election will be the
most opportune time you have had or are likely to have
for many years for taking a vote on this measure.

May I not also say that this is the first time
in my experience when I have found a considerable por-
tion of our citizenship demanding good legislation and
so 1little faith in it that they are unwilling to submit
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it to the people for approval. Such an attitude upon
the part of professed and well kmown friends of suffrage
cannot possibly do the cause any good.

Now, as to the second objection: I can readily
understand how some of the women who have done so much
for the cause, who have contributed so liberally of time,
efforts and money, may have become discouraged, but I wish to
suggest that for every friend who has become weary, luke-
warm and faint-hearted, many will rally to £ill their
places; that they will be determined to "carry on;" that
this great cause is not going backward, but forward anad
forward to vietory.

May I not express the hope that you may be
among the number and that you will lend your best
efforts, to the end, that the state Senate may act
favorably upon my bill and submit the question to
the voters of our state.

Chw-Maps. Sincerely yours,
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