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RGANIZING TOWIN

-BY THE

TICAL DISTRICT PLAN

wWing/ plan of organization was worked out and first ap-
plied by Woman Suffrage Party of New York City, and while
the term “Woman Suffrage Party” is used throughout this pamphlet,
it can be equally well adopted by any association under its existing
name or under any new name. This form of organization has spread
all over the United States.

As long as we are endeavoring to attain suffrage state by state,
through amendments to the constitutions of the various states, and
as long as the members of the State Legislatures alone have the
power to place the amendment definitely before the whole body of
the voters, just so long must those political units which send men to
the Legislatures be our primary concern. In work for the Federal
amendment the congressional units are important. But ever the
assembly district stands pre-eminent in the life of the state.

These political units are the “Senatorial District” from which the
members of the Senate or the Upper House of the State Legislatures
are drawn, and the “Assembly” or “Legislative District” or “Ward,”
from which are drawn the members of the Lower House of the State
Legislatures. This Lower House and its members are variously
named in the different states. For convenience, we shall use the name
“Assembly” and “Assembly District” through this pamphlet.

The basis of the Woman Suffrage Party organization is the As-
sembly District. We do not deal especially with the Senatorial Dis-
trict, for the reason that the several Assembly Districts (generally
three) which make up a Senatorial District can always combine to
bring pressure to bear upon the State Senator through every Woman
Suffrage Party agency that is employed in the case of the Assembly-
man,

The aim of the Woman Suffrage Party is to focus all the existing
suffrage work directly upon these political representatives of the
people to the end that they may be induced to work for the suffrage
bill once it has been introduced into the Legislature.

In structure, the Party is like a great pyramid tapering upward
from the enrolled membership throughout the entire city, which
forms its base, through the Captains and the Ieaders of the various
Assembly Districts, to the Chairman of the city or state organization
at the apex.

This plan of work did not originate with suffragists. It was merely
appropriated by them. It is a plan which voters have evolved after
a century of political experience. Under test, it has been found to be
the most effective possible organization, and should, therefore, prove
correspondingly effective to suffragists in their work of preparation
for a suffrage campaign,

Collectively %ié, Party can undertake as bold and picturesque work
as any org_-.iizatic-én, but, in addition, this careful, undeviating, sys-

tematic ‘?Jl"itical origanization work must be constantly carried on by

the ¢ tral Chairmeén, the Leaders of the Assembly Districts and the
4% tains of the various Election Precincts within the Assembly Dis-
‘ets.
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The Party work not only intensifies the suffrage comradeship, but
gives a pride in local achievement and a strong neighborhood feel-
ing that, in a great city, is most salutary. It is accompanied in-
evitably by an awakening of civic pride, and a wholesome breaking
down of class distinctions, as women, of the same neighborhood
but of widely different training and mode of life, are thus brought
together for a common cause.

PLAN FOR A WOMAN SUFFRAGE PARTY IN ANY STATE

The following program is offered as an outline of procedure, sub-
ject always to such modifications as will enable the Woman Suffrage
Party to copy more closely the methods of organization followed by
the majority political parties of the State in which it is formed.

Program of Work

1st Step.—The appointment of an Organizer for each Assembly Dis-
trict, or whatever may be the name of that geographical division that
sends an Assemblyman or Representative to the State Legislature.
This Organizer need not be a resident of the District which she is to
organize. The personnel of these appointees may be furnished from
among the existing suffrage clubs,

2d Step.—The provision of a large amount of “Rainbow Literature,”
and of enrollment blanks. The money for this purpose may well be
supplied by the existing suffrage clubs.

3d Step.—The calling by each Organizer of a local convention in the
District which she is organizing composed of all the known suffragists,
both men and women, who reside in her District. For this purpose,
the boundary lines of the District must be studied and all names set
into the proper District according to residence. A convention should
be called even if only a few persons are known to be suffragists. The
object is to make a start. At this convention a District Leader must
be chosen who resides in the District and who will be known as the
Leader for the District of the Woman Suffrage Party. Also, an
attempt must be made to secure as many persons as possible who
will act as Captains of the Election Precincts to serve under the
Leader. Further, the best plan of raising money to carry on the
Woman Suffrage Party work should be determined upon.

4th Step.—As soon as possible, the Assembly District Leader should
call her Captains together to consult as to the best way in which to
proceed to cover the work in hand. This is to enroll every man and
woman in the District as a member of the Party by signing an en-
rollment blank. She should tell them the exact boundaries of their
Precincts, give them a full supply of “Rainbow Literature,” enroll-
ment blanks, and if possible, lists of names of residents, voters’ lists
(to be obtained from the City Record or the Board of Elections),
church lists, etc., to aid them in their work. She should fill them
with enthusiasm, suggesting various methods of getting the registra-
tion, such as house-to-house canvass, small parlor meetings, big public
assemblages, sociables, suffrage teas, dissemination of literature by
hand or by mail, persuasive argument, outdoor speaking, debates, etc.
Upon the enthusiasm of the Leader and the diligent work of the Cap-
tain depends everything.

sth Step.—The Assembly District Leader should endeavor as early
as possible to form a District Club, with dues, composed of all those
who are willing to pay dues and direct the activities of the District
work. The Leader may or may not be the President. _ The Captains
may belong to this Club, as well as anyone who is desirous of taking
*a more active part than that of an enrolled member merely. The




financial burden of the work must be solved by the Club, and it
should be the center of activity for the District. There should be a
Secretary and Treasurer, officers to be elected annually. The Club
should meet at least once a month.

6th Step.—The extension of the Woman Suffrage Party over the
entire State, conventions of Leaders being called to elect a County
Committee (if there is more than one District in the County) and a
State Committee. These conventions should be called once a year
with duly elected delegates; and the procedure should follow as
closely as possible the political organizations of the men. i

7th Step.—Put the full force of your membership behind your As-
?embl};r}?an\gr Reprgs{}?tatn-'eB1rll the Legislature, and cr_:mpél him to
avor the Woman Suffrage Bill. Do the sz ing i g :
e o the same thing in regard to

Remarks.—Where a State has already existing clubs, they usually
take the lead in forming a Woman Suffrage Party: where there are
none, a volunteer band of organizers may follow the same general
line of procedure. Maps showing the boundaries of the Districts and
Precincts may usually be secured from the headquarters of the politi-
cal parties. Each Election Precinct Captain should keep a copy of
the signatures she gets, but should send the enrollments themselves
to her Leader. As soon as possible a County Headquarters should
be established, and full lists of the enrolled membership kept there
When in doubt how to proceed, follow as closely as possible the

methods of organizati 3 r the ies i
State.d of organization emplc by the political parties in your

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE PARTY

For quick reference as a practical guide ivitie
Woman Suffrage Party are here set fort!% from tllii\?e '{“lf};;:'g:f s?dfcc;t'he
Political, B
Legislative.
Propaganda.
Education for civic life.
Reform.

Political Work

SuI{';rr;:earf)dnior;nlgsfr as Iilslform indicates, the work of the Woman
Suffrage Party is Politica t enc ors to walk step by step parall
with the ‘lggitlmate_activmeg. of the dominant polil‘ficali p:i!turz‘;n :ftl
gut:%-y poli:t,lcal jmeeting, and in every political committee, the Woman
ub rage Party's voice must be heard in undeviating demand for the
submission of the woman suffrage amendment to the voters.

It must be impressed upon the minds of all citizens in political life

that the members of the Woman S i
Y - an &
unswerving course side by Ft e ey

side with the men of the domi i

from whom their enfranchisem i it e Dlirerer

a sement in any Sta ' g

ti:e rbnen o in any State must come. Wherever
the State Legislature, passin 5 i 1 i

t ,» passing resolutions, or holdin rimaries or

E}gn:\rr‘;?}:l?ﬁs, the Woman Suffrage Party officers and n%errr:bers should

ey e imsistent and persistent demand that they express them-

selven thso:%'lte way upon the suffrage question, that they shall send

; e State Legislature who are pledged to submit the suffrage

amendment to the vo 2 i i
e ters of the State, whether the Legislator believes

It is necessary to foll iti
. ¥ to ow the political routi i i
meetings and primaries to State Convcntions.mme Fes eetion
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making platforms, considering candidates for .

1. Party officers should find the headquarters of the County and
State committees for deminant parties. A friendly acquaintance, if
possible, should be established between officers and members of these
political committees and officers and members of the Woman Suffrage
Party,

Much important information can be obtained at these headquarters
during the summer. Get from the State headquarters the political
calendar for the year. This is generally a printed folder. Supply
Assembly District Leaders wth copies of the political calendar. Also
locate the board of elections. There one may get complete lists,
names and addresses of all candidates for the Legislature. Teaders
get these names, of course, in their own districts, but a complete list
should be on hand at headquarters.

2. Party officers should in every possible way acquaint themselves
with the State and local political situation.

3. The Woman Suffrage Party Assembly District Leader should be-
come acquainted with the political party leaders of her District. She
should know the location and the officers of all political clubs, and
get admission to the clubs for suffrage speakers.

4. The Leader should learn as far as possible her district politics.

5. The Election District Captain should become acquainted with the
political captains of her Election District.

6. Suffrage Leader, Captains and all District officers should become
acquainted with their Senator and Assemblyman, follow his legisla-
tive activities closely and let him be keenly aware of their activities
for suffrage. It is a part of district routine to send notices of meet-
ings, invitations to speak, subscriptions to suffrage magazines, to all
district men of prominence. The suffrage sentiment of his District
must be impressed upon him at its highest value. No suffrage in-
Auence shonld be lost to the Legislators and politicians of an As-
sembly District. T should be fully conscious that it is the most
agitated, the most vital question that they will hear from during the
legislative session.

7. On the day of the primary or designation meetings, a delegation
of two to four women from every Assembly District should seek a
hearing, if only for five minutes, asking:

(a) For the nomination or designation of a candidate who be-
lieves in the submission of the Woman Suffrage amend-
ment.

(b) For the passage of a resolution favoring the submission
of the Woman Suffrage amendment.

8. Before nominating conventions the same course should be pur-
sued,

1f suffrage representatives cannot get a hearing, they can distribute
appeals within the hall. This being denied, they can stand outside
and distribute the appeals. (See Appendix I and I1.) This applies to
the Senatorial conventions, The Leaders of the Districts that make
up a Senatorial District should unite on this.

o. The year of the general State elections the Party should follow
out the routine for State conventions and a hearing before the Resolu-
tions Committee asking for a suffrage plank in their platform. (See
Appendix IT1.) In a presidential year the same action should be taken
with reference to delegates to the State convention asking them to
advocate a plank in the National platform as a recommendation from
their State, (See Appendix IV.)

5




i?;)ugmn;e%jatei}: after the candidates for Senate and Assembly (or
inter‘:e]_e%in&ef;l;]e;er;ft:—ztwes_)l lhave b]eedn nominated, begin a systematic
: z . possible a pledeging of th i 5 B
suffrage question. (See Appendix V andeI.) SRR e
11. If the or 1zation decides to ca ig i
0 campa ains particula
Fﬁfra(‘-t(or).v (i::’l\“]'j!rhlte, they should ;m:sidepr‘flgn S Rl
a Nhether the District is a ¢ : i
b i}l\mnce s close one or whether there is a
; Nhether the opposing candi is sinc
Ui ﬁuest& o didate is sincerely for the sub-
(c) '(Ig}[e tf}aufjt legislative ord of the candidate to be fought.
lethods and plans for an aggresive campaign are treated
[‘h. In another leaflet.)
12. The Woman Suffrage Party s
3 ar age Party should never wor i
nor ailgr 1tse§f with any political party or organizati:nfor iy
13. After election, one of the first thj :
lection, _ S ngs the new Sen :
Jflreaw Assu_:m_}_:]_\-nmr} or Representative should hear is the %‘t»f?::‘m;?ldS?fﬁ
desgi{: qtl_ustzon. .I_J}-_ simultaneous onslaught upon the conventions or
resﬁ;lla 1onf meetings of every Assembly District, the undeviating
fout?rmceh: le}clEI iﬂ.uftl’r( s aldvocates at every step in the pol‘iticakl'
s uld alr ave reali E
su}fgrage o ¥y have realized that he cannot escape the
between election and the conven; f i
lator for the State should & e
> State s e tabulate is posi
thgqamendment. be tabulated as to his posi
Nothing should satisfy suffrac i
o] : satisty suffrage workers as a culminati i
frglxtai?]l’m.wéork short of a Legislature, a majority of whc:;c;nn-:gmtlif;;
are pledged to the submission of the Woman Suffrage Amendment

ature, each Legis-
tion on submitting

Legislative Work

In every case, exce s ituti
I Ty | ., except through a constitutional revisio ini
:r m_lfe‘ pfefmon, an amendment must pass the State‘ ]"_‘1;;;-1;51(:;;13‘2 l(r:::;
Eltl “,“?"1' t\:.:{g successive Legislatures), before it can be referred to
inum:f‘::fi._ theﬁ:fOre, in nearly every case one of the great ﬁghts
S ar 1s to get the bill safely through and out of the Legislature
. “orm a co-operating legislative committee. e - :
48 i h < A S ) CE, COmposec ot

gfhzill 01ganxzat{cr1_3s in the State, of which the W n%u;"fﬁag ?’Z;(th
nﬁcetr?:;l:;l;]l" tht:1 bEate Pres1d_cnt. is irman, This n:c:mmittccc shmrh}j

1 1ately after election, and thereafter once a week
In two weeks throughout the winter. i

2, ]?emde upon the form of amendment or suffrage bill
Aien?bellegt’a Se_nator to mtroduce the bill in the State Senate and an
ornHou"y m;l I?l Rept’esc.ntatlvc to introduce it into the AS‘N‘:‘.‘I‘I‘II’)‘I)‘
ar 3 o:\?n ci:)‘ Nepresentatives, If necessary, do some worll\ .Iin the
111911{'1:11 A llFttl'IC? t_?.‘?ho“' him that there is a strong cnou}g’h senti-
! .the;'e ;5 ;_, 1\1[15 c}in;__:jf_:l_lucnt's to warrant his championship of the bill
e .l!;::rf wt;_uiguet in the state, district the members and ask
pendix Vit) on, ¢ to and petition their legislators. (See Ap-
t]]g.qt%jti\=%’la iie%tﬁiaEi}-'e agent, some earnest woman, continually at
& .hShtouid.?]]; aoQfllildcl;‘!lfl1(§l¥hrdat;pnS lw1th the introducers of the bill
R S 2 st of the political combinatic vhole
F5 ol a s ) mbinations and of the whole
Vi;\;;;t:\;qpq::OLIE;lurc, ever pushing the claims of the suffragists in]t:rt
i -thiqga.‘n;jhtzm} ymen, sending timely word to Suffrage Party ieaders
bl le ilfl}! ‘:\rasen{b_ly Dastncg regarding work that needs to be
Suffeane P'u:gth dtn“e crisis, Here is where the strength of a Woman
afly organization is shown. Word is sent into a District
o ]

]

i “Your Assemblyman says he does not believe there is much demand
in his District.” Forthwith he receives a list of the enrolled members,

he is showered with letters and telegrams from his own constituents.
Many may come to the State Capitol to see him.

5. Urge an early and timely introduction of the bill.

6. After the first reading of the bill, it is referred to a committee.

‘Since this is, in so many States called the Judiciary Committee, we

will use that name here. This is where in most instances the suffrage
bills quietly The Suffrage Party proposes the bill shall not so
die, and that if it does, it shall not die quictly. At this step in the
legislative routine, there is cne clear-cut piece of work:—To get the
suffrage bill out of the committee.

(a) To this end get a hearing before the Judiciary Committees,
joint or separate,

(b) Try to get a vote immediately or soon after the hearing.

(¢) Demand a report favorable or unfavorable. The latter at least
gets it before the House for a discussion and gets that vote, so im-
portant to the suffragists of a State, which enables them to see
where the T tors stand.

(d) If the bill is not reported out in reasonable time, interview the
members of the Committee.

(e) Begin an aggresive campaign through the press by street
meetings, by the rolling up of a petition signed preferably by the

f the Committeeman’s district asking that he vote to report
the bill out of Committee. Here, Assembly District organization is
invaluable. Can the District from the voters' lists obtained from
“lections. Hold mass meetings in the District and

a I resolutions on the submission of the Woman Suffrage
amendment and mail them immediately to the Legislator. (See Ap-
pendix VIIL.) Have prominent people in the district write to him.
(See Appendix TX,) The Woman Suffrage Party Leader should keep
in touch with the political party leaders of her District during this
time. The courtesy of the political headquarters for suffrage meet-
i ay often be obtained at this time and such meetings are very

sctive,

7. 1f the Committee remains obdurate, get the introducer of the
bill “T'o move the discharge of the Committee from further considera-
tion of the Woman Suffrage bill,” This means a close and careful
polling of the members of the Legislature to get votes for the dis-
charge. 4

8. Where the bill is triumphantly out of Committee, let the Party
or Co-operative Committee workers realize that “Eternal vigilance is
the price of liberty!” See that it is advantageously placed upon the
calendar for its second reading. Poll the Legislature again. Be as
active as possible in the men’s districts. This is the height of the
season’s work. Hold a chain of legislative mass meetings. In many
cases have the Legislators themselves speak. When the day comes
for the second reading have deputations from throughout the State,
ideally from each Assembly District, the ILeader, and two or three
Captains on the floor of the House or in their gallery. A parade in
the Capitol City is a good idea. Demonstrations at this time need be
limited by nothing but money and workers. A whirlwind suffrage
week in-the Capitol City is effective, Never forget work at home in
the Assembly Districts of doubtful or adverse men.

0. When the bill has been passed through the second reading,
dilatory tactics are often used by those corrupt politicians who are
opposing the passage of the Woman Suffrage bill with that desperate
eagerness that constitutes the highest tribute to and the best argu-
ment for Woman Suffrage.
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10. The next step is for placing the bill on the calendar for the
final reading and successful passage. One political trick to block the
suffragists is to refer the bill at last to a Committee, often the Com-
mittee on Rulcs.. Then the suffragists must fight strenuously to the
last ditch. Again they must begin the routine, send out circulars,
hold meetings, and besi the members of this Committee to re-
port the bilt out for final passage. (See Appendix X)

_11. In the meanwhile on the eve of success, the Governor and his
signature should be assured. (Not in all States.)

12. In some States this entire program must be carried out in two
successive Legislatures.

We do not in this pamphlet attempt to cover the procedure of the
ﬁr]al campaign in the State where the amendment has been sub-
mitted; but from past experience and by evident deduction any suf-
frage worker can see that in proportion as the State is covered by a
Woman Suffrage Party district organization, in that proportion a
successful campaign is certain.

Propaganda

All our technical, political and legislative work will profit us little

unless we are at the same time preparing the minds of the people for
this great reform.
. The means by which the Suffrage message can be conveyed are
innumerable, from toy “Votes for Women” balloons to magnificent
banners; from Suffrage Party enrollment blanks and brown paper
grocery bags to artistic booklets:; from street meetings to parades.
l.he resourceful worker, the Publicity and Public Demonstration and
Entertainment Committees of a district will devise a thousand ways
of appealing locally and generally to the heart and mind of the un-
convinced, and of getting the message of equal suffrage to those who
would never come to us in a regular suffrage meeting.

I. The hard but fruitful way is through the work of the Election
District Captain in her house to house canvassing. She will speak
to and leave literature with all the tradespeople, all the apartment
house janitors. She will call, call, call on all the people in her Dis-
trict, convincing them by personal discussion and influence, and en-
rolling them in the District organization. (See Appendix XI.) The
Party should furnish her with the “Rainbow Literature” to dis-

tribute freely, These may be secured fro i
e . . m the Nationa foma
Suffrage Co., Inc. A e

2. The Election District Captains and Party workers should hold
parlor and shop neighborhood meetings; they should appear before
locals of the unions, men’s clubs, political and social groups; they
should penetrate into slot machine and moving picture places, ,The-y

should wear the suffrage button always, that tf ; i
will know what they stand for. X heswhole meiggkothood

3. The Leader should work up a large bod i

The ] v of Captains and call
Captains’ meetings as often as once a month to get their reports and
in every way to stimulate the district work.

4. Two or three times during the year the
District mass meeting. s 4 SEEE R R g

5. Street meetings should be held frequently at the vari
and squares of the District. 4 ia b

6. The politicians, leaders and Iegislata istri
_ ticians, s a gislators of Assembly Districts
;};g;l&lﬁ?ﬁ notzhfd of and invited to District activities, YWhile the
aganda work goes on not one motion the suffragis
be lost politically. (See Appendix XII.) e
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7= It is well to have a leaflet on District activities to give to new
recruits who want to do home work in their Districts. (See Ap-
pendix XIII and XIV.)

8. Suffrage plays written and acted by members of the District
Dramatic Committee have been a source of revenue and of propa-
ganda.

0. Assembly District headquarters as a center for the District
Suffrage Club are a wonderful help in strengthening the work and in
gathering in recruits. The working up of the Assembly District Club

with a dues-paying basis from the Captains and active workers and

the non-dues-paying enrollments, is a department of Party activity
that requires a pamphlet by itself,

10. Different Districts lend themselves to various forms of propa-
ganda. A sewing circle where women come with sewing and mend-

. while a suffrage book is read and District plans discussed, has
been utilized in home Districts. »

11, District fairs, District dances, District classes of different kinds
have been used for converting and strengthening the District organ-
ization.

12, The social settlement for suffrage centers, the suffrage lunch
and tea room, the suffrage gift shop, sa of “votes for women”
candy and other articles, “votes for women” flower shows, “votes for
women’' dog show istri leigh-rides, are all
methods which an alert [
increase members, and carry on propaganda.

13. The political reception is a valuable feature of District life.
A Leader with her District officers and her Captains has given
with great success a reception afternoon or evening and invited all
the Legislators of her Dist

14. The Flying Squadron of automobiles, or workers on foot with
flags and regalia, is a method of stimulating weak districts. The free
Jances or minute women of the Party, who are not over-burdened with
official work, should be organized to go into different districts to do

‘intensive work for a day or a week, covering the district with can-

vassing, parades, street meetings, etc.
15. Besides all the splendid effective localized activity of the Party

which is its basic power, the Central Committee should conceive and

carry out plans of an aggresive and dignified character on a larger
scale. The great annual city convention of the Party is not only for
the adoption of a Party platform and declaring the election of officers,

‘but for presenting to the public a brilliant programme calculated to

win converts. (See Appendix XV.)

16. On all special occasions, as in time of rejoicing over a suffrage
victory, at a legislative crisis, for protest or for jubilation, the Party
as a whole should hold great mass meetings.

17. Theatrical benefits are a source of propaganda and revenue.
However, for the latter it must be said that not much time and
strength should have to go into entertainments for revenue. The
Party must always be supported mainly by general contributions and
pledges, obtained at big mass meetings.

18. The Party should make the most of all opportunities for
unusual demonstrations. In a broad spirit of service for the cause,
suffragists should remember that no time or place can detract from
the dignity of the cause as long as the suffragist who represents it is
dignified, gracious, tactful and earnest. A wonderful way to reach
people is by maintaining a tent during the summer months at some

popular resort near a city, a different Assembly District taking charge
9




each week. A lunch wagon can be hired and run by suffragists with
great effect. Special holiday celebrations can be utilized, such as the
decorating of the patriotic statues of a city. A picturesque parade
and speeches the Fourth of July are effective. Places on pro-
grammes of other entertainments; booths at pure food, domestic
science, governmental and industrial exhibitions; admission for propa-
ganda work at fairs and benefits; an opportunity to take a place on
the programme in a vaudeville house or run in lantern slides of
suffrage cartoons or sentiments—all these opportunities should be
used by the Party,

19. The Party demonstrations should as far as possible emphasize
the Party organizations, banners and badges of the Assembly Dis-
tricts should show in living terms something of the scope and char-
acter of the Party.

20. Any unusual oceasion, a public celebration or event, a tragedy
or a crisis, should. be seized upen by suffragists, to drive home the
suffrage lesson.

21. The procedure for press work requires a pamphlet by itself.
There should be a press chairman and an active co-operating member
in each assembly district. The full measure of publicity and propa-
ganda accorded by the press depends much upon the resourcefulness
adrm,t’ness and general efficiency of the suffragists in “getting thinge;
Over,

Education for Civic Life

The whole of the Party activity is a wonderful civie education
By making a Precinct Captain and her workers responsible for the
few hundred people in an Election District or Precinet and then con-
necting her activity up to the great systematic organization of the
Woman Suffrage Party, not only is the suffrage cause furthered but
the workers are wonderfully trained. This sort of organization for
team work and united effort is the genius of modern Iife Until
women, who from _laclf of training or experience are impatient of or
awed by big combinations, are trained up to such standards of work,
thcy{ clannot be vital factors in the world life of to-day. The p'lticnt'

, ; - . . - 5 '
fﬁ;e“z?zor}:\é(.)rk which the organization requires is the best training in

1. The Party worker must have some parliament
f.\ class in parliamentary law has been run in some
1018,

ary knowledge.
Party organiza-

Yy woman learns to bhe faithful to
seientious about coming out to vote.

er ow:i):‘-\sscmbly District conyen
earns by practical expe
officers and delegates, .

3. On its political committees and its legislative committees Woman

uffrage Party workers learn the whole i
Sf ol ole technique of government and

4. This great volume of volunteer wo r iri i
service that is the basis of good citizghsﬁlfp.dewlops R tosel

5. Perhaps nothing in the Party moy i
] 3 emen

:lhan the education '_whzch_ the Party woman gets itn lﬁe&rlr!%rgt ;ﬁg:f”;{*blf
emocracy. Working side by side with Leaders and Caotai refma.
every section, color, race, creed and conditions in 2 bip e
forgets the existence of class distinctions. § city, she
6. The speakers’ classes, and stj
a . SSes, still better, t i H
g room, hall, theatre and street corner, :'ie»}rleeloe};mnfnce L
woman speakers, : P3 a-large body' of
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: tions‘up to the city
rience the routine of electing

7. Aside from the development of ability, the general ethical de-
velopment of women who do this well-built, orderly, persistent, often
inglorious work, is very remarkable.

8. A flaming demand for reform and readjustment is aroused in the
women of the Party as they are called into close touch with every
portion of our great cities, into intimate knowledge of police and
political conditions and as they see the degradation and oppression
of humanity, especially of childhood and womanhood.

Reform

It will always be a great question for organized suffragists to decide
how far suffrage organizations shall take action upon reform matters.
We are more or less solid on the subject of political partisanship.
We know that the Woman Suffrage Party must keep free of all
political alliances, as we must, as a non-partisan body, take our
suffrage demand before committees, legislatures, and bodies of voters
of all parties.

But, when it comes to burning social questions, the very form of a
Woman Suffrage Party platform (See Appendix XVI) shows that we
cannot be oblivious of these vital things. It will take tact, courage,
judgment, to decide how far to become allied with or to divert our ac-
tivity toward other great movements. One thing must be remembered
—pounds of alleviation will not equal one ounce of the cure which
comes with woman's enfranchisement. We are organized for the
enfranchisement of women, and we find, because all these other things
are of such burning moment to us, because we realize that mistakes
are being made which carry tragedy in their tram, that we must all
the more insist that we be armed with the one weapon known to
modern governments, the ballot. However, certain recognition the
Party must pay to existing struggles:

1. With social and reform bodies, affiliation is possible.

2. Resolutions and endorsements relative to many social matters

are often imperative on the city committee of the Woman Suffrage
Party.

3. The primary point at which we must vitally come in contact
with reform conditions is in our relation to the labor world. The
Party will naturally be in close sympathy with the Woman’s Trade
Union movement.

4. An important part of Party activity is a Wage-Earners’ Suffrage
League. (See Appendix XVIIL) A labor chairman should be one
of the many chairmen of standing committees on the city committee.
She may, or may not, be president of the Wage-Earners’ League.
Jesides their central activities, labor meetings, etc., the Wage-Earners’
Ieague members should be distributed and in touch with the District
organization.

5. At least once during the year the Party should hold a great
labor mass meeting, previous to which the Locals of all the Unions
should have been visited with requests to send delegations.

6. The Party should participate in the Labor Day Parade, and
other labor demonstrations. Fraternal greetings and fraternal dele-
gates should be sent to great Women's Trade Union and Lahor con-
gresses and conventions. Resolutions of sympathy and endorsement
are in order in connection with many events in the course of the
struggle in the labor world.

7. Adoption of resolutions on various subjects of a social nature
are in order to be sent to President, Governor, Mayor, Police Com-
missioner and other officials.
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8. A Leader and her Captains have been known to wait upon the
proper city authorities to demand better street conditions, the sup-
pression of factory or smoke nuisances, police protection, etc.

9. Prison reform, abolition not regulation of the White Slave
traffic, the struggle against child-labor, reform of ¢riminal court pro-
cedure—concerning these the party will protest, pass resolutions,
speak on the street corners, endorse organizations specially formed
to cope with these matters; but no single-minded suffragist will be
diverted by the individual instance, by even the most crying social
defect, but will ever remember that causes and conditions are the
foes that must be routed and that the one effective weapon is the
ballot, and that the most effective way to gain the ballot is through
Woman Suffrage Party organization.

APPENDIX
I

FORM APPEAL TO NOMINATING CONVENTIONS
To the Assembly District Nominating Conventions of

The Woman Suffrage Party, organized in the Assembly Districts
of this State, and numbering more than members, hereby
appeals to you to nominate for the State Assembly a man who. is
favorable to the submission to popular vote of a constitutional amend-
ment enfranchising women. We do not ask that vour candidate ba
necessarily an advocate of woman suffrage, but we do ask that he
shall be fair-minded enough to stand for a referendum on the ques-
tion.

To withhold such submission, as the Iegislature has repeatedly
done, is to arbitrarily usurp authority which clearly belongs to the
electorate. Can not the voters of the State be trusted to express
themselves on this measure?

(Signed by the Officers of the Party.)

II

FORM FOR APPEAL TO DELEGATES OF ASSEMBLY
DISTRICT CONVENTIONS

=
To the Delegates of the Assembly District Conventions of

The Woman Suffrage Party, of , organized in
assembly districts and numbering more than members,
hereby petitions you to instruct the delegates to your State Conven-
tion to use their influence and their votes to secure from that Con-
vention a declaration in the party platform, in favor of submitting to
popular vote a constitutional amendment providing for woman suf-
frage. The State Legislature, for incomprehensible reasons, refuses,
year after year, to submit such an amendment. Having no power to
extend the suffrage, the Legislature has no right to ignore the demands
of the thousands of women who annually petition for consideration of
this question. We appeal from this arbitrary and undemocratic action
;)f the State Legislature to you, the voters who create that Legisla-
ure.

We do not ask you or your party to endorse woman suffrage; we
do as_k you to endorse the principle involved in a referendum of this
question to the sovereign voters of the State which is the -method
of extending the franchise clearly’ provided by the Constitution,

(Signed by the Officers of the Party,)
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FORM FOR APPEAL TO STATE CONVENTIONS.
To the Delegates to the Democratic State Convention,

Gentlemen:

What is this Convention going to do for the WOMEN of this
State? thousand women of want an answer to this
question, thousand women ask you to vote a WOMAN
SUFFRAGE PLANK INTO YOUR STATE PLATFORM.

Does the Democratic party stand for the RIGHTS OF THE IN-
DIVIDUAL, as once it did?

Does the expressed desire of ........ thousand citizens MEAN
ANYTHING AT ALL to the Democratic party?

What is this DEMOCRACY that you seek to establish, which sees
nothing wrong in levying Taxes upon AMERICAN WOMEN and
then driving them away from the polls?

Our ancient industries have been taken out of the home. Is the
Democratic party willing to allow women to go out into the labor
market to earn their bread, DEFENSELESS AND HELPLESS
WITHOUT THE BALLOT?

Is the Democratic party to keep on denying women a voice in mak-
ing the laws under which they must live and at the same time con-
tinue to prate to the world about DEMQCRACY?

Does success at the polls in November for the Democratic party
mean a Legislature that will ROB WOMEN of a HARD-EARNED
LEGISLATIVE VICTORY?

Does success at the polls in November mean a Legislature that will
deny the MEN of this State their RIGHT to vote upon the freedom
of their women?

Does Democratic rule in this State mean FREEDOM FOR MEN
and POLITICAL SUBJECTION FOR WOMEN?

Are these the conditions for which the party of Thomas Jefferson
will stand during the next two years? To-day is a NEW DAY, and
WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT DEMOCRATIC RULE MEANS.
INYGOUR PLATFORM WILL TELL US, AND WE ARE WAIT-

(Signed by the Officers of the Party.)

To the Delegates to the Republican State Convention,

Gentlemen: ;

The Republican party has learned the meaning of INSURGENCY.
You are summoned to attend the most momentous convention in the
history of the State organization. To-day is a new day, and new
problems confront you, thousand women are demanding the
elective franchise; WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABROUT IT?
WE ask you to vote a WOMAN SUFFRAGE PLANK INTO YOUR
STATE PLATFORM,

Will the party that freed the negro longer ignore the political
slavery of women?

Will it continue to allow AMERICAN WOMEN to be herded into
line at the Tax Office, and then driven away from the polls?

Does the expressed desire of one hundred thousand citizens MEAN
ANYTHING to your leaders?

Our ancient industries have been taken out of the home, and women
by millions are following the work, going into the shop and the
factory. Will the Republican party stand for an unfranchised and
helpless LABORING CI.ASS?
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Is a Republican victory at the polls in November to mean the
DELIBERATE NON-RECOGNITION of woman’s just claim to the
ballot?

Will the Republican party continue to deny women any voice in
making the laws under which they must live, while boasting of RE-
PUBLICAN INSTITUTIONS?

Are the MEN OF THIS STATE to be free, while the WOMEN
ARE KEPT in political subjection, under a Republican administra-
tion?

Are these the conditions for which the Republican party of this
STATE will stand during the next two years?

INYGOUR PLATFORM WILL TELL US, AND WE ARE WAIT-

(Signed by the Officers of the Party.)

v

FORM FOR APPEAL FOR PLANK IN NATIONAL
PLATFORM

To the Delegates of the State Convention.
Greetings:

The Woman Suffrage Barty of s soryina v s , organized
i Assembly Districts, numbering more than

men and women, hereby appeals to you most earnestly

to use your influence as a delegate to the Convention
to secure a recommendation from the State of
vocating a plank in the national platform in favor of Woman Suffrage.

In asking this measure of Jjustice to women we call your attention
to the fact that in states women already have the full
franchise and that in states the question goes to the
voters for decision this Fall.

In view of the world-wide growth of this movement and of its in-
evitable success we ask you fo realize that the great
Party can no longer remain silent on an issue of such magnitude, and
we urge you to realize the wisdom of the statesmanship which dictates
national recognition of the question immediately.

(Signed by the Officers of the Party.)

v
FORM FOR SECURING PLEDGE OF CANDIDATES

Hon,
Dear Sir;

I have noticed your nomination for a member of the Assembly (or
Senate) for the District on the ....,.... ... . ticket. Will
you kindly tell me, as a resident of your District, whether, if elected,
you will favor submission to the voters of the question of woman
suffrage as a constitutional amendment?

Your support of such a resolution will not be taken to mean that
you favor woman suffrage nor does it in any way bind you to vote
for the same. [ feel, however, that the question has become one of
such general interest that an expression of the popular will should
be obtained, and that it is manifestly unfair and un-American that
the pnlltlcg.l liberties of half of our citizens should be denied by the
will of an indifferent or adverse Legislature.

. I would be deeply grateful if you would advise me of your position
in this matter.
Respectfull ours,
(Stamped and addressed envelope };njlglosed,)
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FORM PLEDGE

1. I hereby give assurance, pledge, promise, that if T am on the
Judiciary Committee of the Assembly in the State of .
I will do all in my power to have the bill reported out of Committee
and will so vote.

2. That T will vote on the floor of the Assembly for submitting
the Woman Suffrage Amendment to the voters of the State of

That I will honestly endeavor to be present when such vote is

VII
FORM FOR LETTER TO BE SENT TO MEN’S LEAGUES

My dear Mr. 3

We appeal to you as an enrolled member of the Men’s League in the
Assembly District to send signed with your name and ad-
dress and your Election District some such letter as the enclosed.
Will you see Assemblyman personally, if possible,
and do work through any political situation that may be known to
you in the district whereby you may bring influence to bear upon Mr.
in this matter? This is a very important office that

you may perform for your sister suffragists at this time,

Yours cordially,

(Enclose suggested form asking for the report out of committee,
or the vote on the floor of the house.)

VIII
FORM FOR RESOLUTIONS TO BE SENT TO ASSEMBLYMEN

(These resolutions should vary in form if you send them several
consecutive weeks or months to your Legislature.)

RESOLVED: That we, the residents of

District, in public meeting assembled, on this v} Bttt
191 , do hereby request that our Assemblyman, the Hon, Mr.

respect our wishes and exert his utmost influence
to have the bill providing for the submission of a suffrage amend-
ment reported out of Committee and to haye the question submitted
to the voters.

IX

FORM FOR LETTER TO BE SENT TO ASSEMBLYMEN

Honorable M covevn oo (Assemblyman, Senator, or Repre-
sentative).
Dear Sir:

As our Assemblyman (or Senator), we suffragists of the Woman
Suffrage Party of the Assembly District are looking to
you to do justice to our cause this year, by doing everything that
you can to see that the Woman Suffrage Amendment is reported out
of Committee and on the floor of the House voted out to the voters
of this State, We feel that there is no other one matter which is oc-
cupying the minds of so many people in your Assembly District as
this one great subject, which is being agitated in every nation the
world over. .

We are sure that we can trust this matter to you.

Yours respectfully,
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X
FORM FOR LETTER TO GET BILL OUT OF COMMITTEE

Co-operating Committee of Woman Suffrage Associations
Dear

, in the Assembly, our bill passed
by a vote of } ; a great victory for us. But our
bill has now been referred to the Committee on Rules. We must, if

possible, get it reported at once. The members of the committee
are: (names and addresses).

Please send a letter, or, better still, a telegram, addressed to any
member of the committee or to the Rules Committee,
Do it to-day! Send it not later than (date). We have a chance to
win this year, It depends on you. Do your part! Do it now!
: Yours for victory,
(Signed by Members of the Committee.)

X1
ENROLLMENT BLANK

I, of
City, believing that women as well as men should vote, hereby join
the Woman Suffrage Party, with the understanding that it is non-
partisan in character, and that this action does not interfere with my
regular political affiliations,

Assembly District Election District

XII
FORM FOR AN ORGANIZATION LEAFLET

Things Necessary to do at Every Meeting, Large or Small, in the
Assembly (or Representative) Districts or the Senatorial
Districts -

I. Give people who attend the meeting the name and address of

their Senator and Asaem_-l:]ymzm. It is preferable to have a number
of typewritten slips bearing the names and addresses, and the appeal

“Please help the cause of this district b ledgin i
G ¥ pledging yourself to write

2. Pass a resolution as strongly worded as i i
) ; as possible which the Leader
or the Secretary will send promptly to the Senator and the Assembly-
man.
3. Call attention to the Party organ, if there is one U i
; 2 ; gan, E ; rge subscrip-
tlonz to it. Have copies at the meeting which people can&see. £
4 lways call attention to the district map, which it
ey ; ) would be well
i\g have pm]neld up back of! the table at which the Leader presides
any people have vague ideas when they hear talk : s y
Districts and Election Districts, i K aboutamsently
5. Always have literature, buttons pencils and pen i
! . S; ens at the meeting,
You may appoint a committee to attend to thcspc:. but it is well ffr
the Leader always to speak of these articles and their price
6. Always take up a collection If v o i
; g : you onl et $1.00
toward defraying your postage expenses. VBSESIgn Alamllfen
7. Always take enrollments.

"

8. Always speak of the plan of the Party organization. Emphasize
its usefulness, Put up to the suffragists present the possibility of its
efficiency and make a plea for captains.

9. Always call for reports of Captains and give some definite in-
formation to Captains, (The actual reports from captains refer more
to your private business meetings than to your public meetings,
although a plea for captains and an outline of the work of the cap-
tains should always be spoken of.)

10. At every meeting ask for volunteers for any kind of suffrage
activities: Teas, At Homes, Entertainments, Flying Squadron, etc.
People are better suffragists after they have done something—ever
so little—for the cause. ¥

XIII
FORM LEAFLET FOR DISTRICT WORKERS

1. Use the lists of those names that you already have at head-
quarters of people registered in the district. Call upon people who
look as though they might be promising.

2. Get what enrollments you can from casual canvassing in the
district shops, apartment houses, places of amusement, ete. Ask
anyone whe seems to be a hopeful person as a possible officer of the
district to call at headquarters for further information.

3. Hold street meetings in the district, at which specially beg for
workers. This applies especially to the warmer months in the year.

4. Look out for inexpensive meeting places in the district; vacant
shops, club rooms, church houses, school rooms or tea rooms, or any
private home that may be offered.

5. Use Dow's Directory or the Llite Directory, the ’I‘cacig_ers’ Di-
rectory or the Voters' list. All these give names consecutively by
street and number and it is very easy to map out your district from
these lists. (Emphasis should be made upon getting as many voters
as possible in the district.)

6. Approach news-stands to see if you can get literature and en-
rollment blanks sent into houses with newspapers. ]

7. Find out what you can do in amusement places, slot machine
arcades, vaudeville houses, etc. Try to get our stereopticons run on
in some variety performance in your district. Visit the shops, large
and small, in your district.

; o 3 ar 3 "

8. Enroll men and women in department stores.

0. Get in touch with the settlements, working girls’ clubs and
unions, and the Y. M. C. A''s in your district.

10. Get lists from the Consumers’ League, Trade Union League
and the Women’'s Municipal League.

11. Always send notices of the meetings in the district to the
Senator and Assemblyman and leading politicians.

12. SEE THE POLITICAL LEADERS IN THE D(’JI?HI'INANT
PARTIES. Get on friendly terms with them and they will in many
cases allow you to use their club rooms and will send you invitations
to their social gatherings, which some committee from the district
should attend.

13. Get in touch with the wom
and Democratic organizations of your
portant.

en’s auxiliaries of the Republican
district. This 1s very im-
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14. Get in (ouch with any particular national i
! t t g group, like the
Jewish, the Bohemian_, the Norwegian, the Italian, or the German.
If there is a local national paper published, see what the editor will
do for you in the way of translating our English into that language.

15. Keep a book of your field work, in which keep not onl
figures as to enrollments, people visited, but also Iintcrestin{gy;#(g
picturesque incidents that might do for the press. Also keep pages
of people classified as hopeful and unconverted, A great deal of
valuable data will slip out of the mind of the worker unless she has
some system for recording these items,

16. Get after any classes of people you find.

17. Have an evening for teachers in your district. Look
: 5 ; - up nursec.
Look up wives of doctors, clergymen, ete. Get in touch wit% all the
g:rll'msrt:hgf.i 1:1 yotur district that you can. Attend services, prayer meet-
i i i i 1 o
sp%cti?an. ry to interest them. This will require tact and circum-

18. Send out enrollment blanks when pavi i i
paymg bills or sendin
orders. Stamp checks and business document i 5 .
Wﬂmen” ey ents with “Votes for
any other methods and activities will su 5
q suggest themselyes
people who are resourceful and interested in this structural wm‘:k 11:3
bent upon filling the District with suffrage sentiment and strcng;:hcn-
ing the organization of the Party which means so much to the co-
herent and effective suffrage life of any Assembly District,

X1V
ANOTHER FORM LEAFLET FOR DISTRICT WORKERS

1. List all the clubs, organizations. et ; i
those that are hospitable, RN hedrings before

2. The Leaders should get all the peop
to do systematic handing out of literature,

le they can in their districts

3. Try to get the suffrage slides presented in the five-cent theatres
4. Get lists of foreign newspapers in the city.

. Get ref i i
pgoplcé. eform and social facts that could be put into the hands of

6. Have geographically located meetings in these districts,

7. Get in touch with groups of the district by professi
lawyers, teachers, clergymen and social workcrs}A Eisiceions gl

8. Enlist the settlements.

9. Enlist the churches and church clubs,

10. Enlist the mothers’ clubs.

11.  Get in touch with any lodging houses and homes,

12. Circularize audiences coming from Public School lectures.

XV
SUGGESTIONS FOR CONVENTIONS

Woman suffrage parties often hold thei i i
_suff : eir el
One objection to this is that it irx'cerfr e
October. A good suggestion is to hold:
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1, Assembly District conventions the second week in January. At
this convention:
A. Leader and district officers are elected.
B. City officers nominated.
C. Delegates elected to the City Convention.
D. District plans made.
2. City elections may or may not be held the day of the City Con-
vention which may come about the last of January.
Each Party organization may adopt its own constitution or by-laws
in which details or procedure may be worked out to suit conditions.

XVI
PLATFORM OF THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE PARTY
We, the delegates of the Woman Suffrage Party in Convention as-

sembled on (date), do join in the following declara-
tion of principles:

1. The claim that the American Government is a government of
the people, by the people, for the people is a pretense and a delusion
as long as one-half of the people are deprived of all voice in that
government,

2. Food, clothing and shelter are the fundamental needs of the
people and they are and always have been the primary concern of
women in the home. We therefore denounce a political system which
robs the home of adequate representation and makes business and
finance the chief interests of politics.

3. We protest against the iniquity of a political system which re-
fuses to grant to the six million working women engaged in industries
outside the Suffrage States a share in the making and enforcing of
the laws which control every matter which is vital to their health and
well-being.

4. Until the enfranchisement of women, we call upon all women
to oppose the idea of a uniform divorce law, because at the present
time such a law would be made by men only and therefore neces-
sarily discriminate against women. We declare that in all public
conferences and commissions appointed to consider this subject women
should have an equal voice with men.

5. We renew our condemnation of the suicidal policy of permitting
child labor and give our support to all humanitarian legislation look-

. ing toward the amelioration of race-destroying tendencies.

6. In face of the revelations of the white slave traffic and the
demonstrated connection between poverty and prostitution, we de-
clare that the time has come for a complete program of social legis-
lation, including a minimum wage, shorter hours, steady employment,
better housing and extensive public recreation.

7. We view with alarm that reactionary educational movement
which would restrict the education of women to domestic science and
ignore their right to a full and free intellectual life of their own.

8. We congratulate the teachers of on their suc-
cessful struggle for the principle of equal pay for equal work and
urge the extension of the principle to the work of industrial women.

9. We repeat our plea for the appointment of women as judges
and magistrates in the courts in order that the interests of women
and children may be better safeguarded.

10. We express our deepest appreciation of what our English
sisters have done for the woman’'s movement the world over and
urge our own women to exhibit equal self-sacrifice and loyalty as

occasions may arise,
190




XVII
FORM LEAFLET FOR WAGE-EARNERS' SUFFRAGE
LEAGUE

Why are you paid less than a man?

Why do you work in a fire-trap?

Why are your hours so long?

Why are you all strap hangers when you pay for a seat?
Why do you pay the m rent for the worst houses?
Why does the cost of li o up while s go down?
Why do your children go into factories?

Why do you eat adulterated food?

Why don’t you get a square deal in the courts?

Because You are a Woman and Have No Vote.
Votes Make the Law.
Votes Enforce the Law,
The Law Controls Conditions.
Women Who Want Better Conditions MUST Vote.
Join the Wage-Earners’ Suffrage League.

Fee: Ten 5 a Month,
Fill in the Slip Below and Come to the Next Meeting.

EEOae | AAATEST) |, e e igorecsimmismisrm s lrene st 1253 1 (R e City

believing in votes for women, hereby agree to join the Wage-Earners’

Suffrage League and work for it.




A TRUE STORY

By CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT

Li Po Ton was .a little Chin
maiden, born in the inland provinee
of Hupeh, in far-away China.

Her earliest recollection was of sit-
ting, with her litfle twin brothar,
Chin Wal, in her grandfather's sunny
garden, which ran close down to the
big, blue Han River, and watching the
Loats of every imaginable r and
gize, as they floated down to the great
Yangtse Kiax The little maiden’s
grandfather, Chin Wah Ton, was
known as a rich man in those parts.
He had two great rvice fields, a tobac-
co plantation, an orchard of cherries,
and a comfortable house, on the rc
of which was a most wonderful zar
den, full of fat cabbages and fr
smelling leeks. He v a man of
much influence, and many came 10

el his advice and instructions. At

e time he had b a kuan, and

ever since had yrried an  added -

prestige and dignit His learning
and piety we famed all through the
province, even Sso far away as the
great eity of Wuchang, where he
made a journey in his richly-uphol-
stered palanquin twice every r 1o

11 the merchants there the products
of his lands.

In one particular only had he ever
been unfortunate. He had three
and many children; but, de-
spite his piety, the children had all
heen girls, save one, Chin Wah Ton
hated: gi and his whole affection
was lavished upon this son. Upon
him would depend not only the re-
sponsibility of maintaining the family
name, but the more important duty of
performing those annual ceremonials
at the grave of his father, through
which aid ne the soul of Chin Wah
might hope to rest in peace.

The son grew and prospered; hut
alas! when he had heen married but
three years, he fell ¢ 'k and died.
The grief of the father was piteous 1o
see: Dbut in the midst of his sorrow
there was one hope. The son had
nimself had a son, the little twin
brother of Li Po Ton, who had been
named after his grandfather, Chin
Wah Ton. So it came about that the
little Chin Wah became the light and
joy of his erandfather's eves—his one
hope and happiness.

Two more contented children wonld
he hard to find than these little twins
of Hupeh. All the long, sunny days
they flitted about like gay butterflies




among the garden plants; now pick-
ing up the red cherrie which hail
fallen from the big trees; mnow sail-
ing in a tub their little toy hoats, all
covered with bright streamers, exact
ly like those they saw on fhe great
river: and now climbing to the -mnf-
top to look at the wonderful gar ;
To be sure, when one of the brilliant
butterfli sailed temptingly through
the air and Chin Wah rushed after it
in gay pursuit, little Ll Pon Ton was
left far behind in the chase, for her
poor bound f refused to carry her,
and when she tried io run they m:-.h:.-ﬁ
piteously. There were many other
games in which she found herself dis-
tanced, but little Chin Wah was
|1alt.ient and good, and she was happy
—innocent, sweet little Li Po Ton!
Yet there was another grief which
sometimes sent a quick, sharp pain
through her litile child heart; forshe
had not been slow to notice that her
grandfather, the great Chin Wal, had
plenty of caresses and words of affec-
tion for her twin brother, but paid ro
more attention to her than if she l'm_{.i
been one of the cabbages in his gar-
den. Why was it so? We shall see.
One davy she missed little Chin
Wah, and although she hunted all
through the garden, he was nowh
to be found. At last he came running
out of the house, his eyes shining an:;
his face all aglow with exr_'ite_mem'..
but when he saw Li Po standing
pleased and glad in the shadow of a
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rose-bush, he drew himself up in ah
affected attitude of superiority and
looked scornfully at her.

“Oh, ho!™ he exclaimed. “I can't
play with you any more. I have just
had my first lesson in reading, and
a man ig coming every day to teach
me more. | am going to be a great
man, like grandfather, and ride in a
palanquin, but you can’t learn to read.
Grandfather said so. You are a girl.”

Poor little maid! For the first time

saw the barr hetween them.

The next day, when she cautiously

el the door and saw
Chin Wah standing straight and
proud hefore a strange man, who was
showing him curious figures on a strip
of red paper, she seemed to realize
at once that the happy playtime had
oone forever. If there had been any
hope left in her mind that th oo
times might return, it was effectual-
Iy pelled when, a little later, on
the day of the great annual f stival,
she saw little Chin Wah ready to 20
with his grandfather to see the cere-
monies. Little girls, and big on2s
too, for that matter, always stayed at
home, but it was a grand gala day for
the hoy After the manner of his
countrymen, Chin Wah was ¢
erful, Li
Po Ton thought it. deed, with his
wide trousers of bright green silk, his
funic of blue brocade, bound .wit.1
white silk and covered with gold eml-
broidery, his purple embroidered
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shoes, and the long skeins of red silk
hraided into his Dblack quene,
Wwah did eut a nmost remarkable
and looked very 1 one of the pre
butterfli : as fond of chasing.
He caught sight of his little sister and
her another of his
It was then she knew the
pen them could never he
crossed.
After that she pa d her time
curled up on a enshion by her moth-
? ide, learning to Sew and to
proider. Her only pleasure was the
hour she walked in the garden.
though she had no companion, and
her poor feet could only hobble, vet
the bright skies, the familiar bhlue
river and the old cherry trees were
restful to her gight, and filled
mind with something akin to
and contenfment,
One day, when she wag twelve
rg old, her erandfather for
ghe found him sitting cross
egged on the floor opposite a stranss
man, who wo the most wonderf
: eyver seen. AS he
on his cushion it lay on the floor like
a great o and seemed to reaclh
half ac the floor. Both were

smoking long pipes, and neither

.med fo see her as she
She stood be them mot
and with downeas i
heaking, Chin Wwah motioned her
d nearer his guest. She could
pot tell why, put  somehow this

atrang with his fierce black ey<s,
flled her with terror, and she felt
(hat his presence boded her no zood.
(old ¢hills ran up and down her back
as he tapped her on the head, exam-
ined her feet, felt of her arms, shoul-

irl; good girl,” grunted

[ndeed, she was a pretty sight, with
her plump pink cheeks, soft bhlack
eves, and delicate mouth filled with
sharp white te th: but she had never
heard this be

“Ugh!” exclaimed the strangel.

good; too fat] too little.”

With another ssture  from Chin
Wah, Li Po Ton was sent from the
room, What could it mean, thig new
mystery? She ran straight to her
mother and told her what had hap-
pened. But the mother knew nothing.
She could guess, however. She knew
how Chin Wah hated girls. She was
familiar with his grasping disposition,
and had heard his grumblings when
he paid the marriage portion of each
of his many daughters. 1t was not
unlikely he thought to gain gomething
from his grauddaughtr_er, whom he
had always treated with contemnt.
(jently as she could, she fold the
maiden what she feared it might
mean. and together they wept. Dls-
entangling herself from her mother’s
arms, Li Po creptb hack to the door of
the rveception r00ml, and cautiously
peeped within. The stranger Wwas
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counting 7, and,
as he did so, oring between the
puffs of his long pipe, “Too mueh, too
muech!” With her heart filled with
terror, Li Po Ton flew back to her
mother and fell at her feet in a spasm
of agonized weeping.

Soon Chin Wah called her again,
and, bidding her say good-bye to her
mother, told her she w >0 AWAY
with the {
of both sexes are taught filial
and obedience to a remarkable -
gree, and Li Po Ton had no thoughnt
to question whither she was ing, or
why. With a dunll, heayy pain in her
heart, she was placed in the palan-
quin by the side of the strange mari.
All day long they traveled and the
little girl sat as still as a mouse
speaking not a word. At night they
went on board a boat. Li Po was
put into a bunk, where, with her head
buried in the bhlankets, she quietly
¢ried herself to sleep. In a day o1
two they came in sight of a great c
and the mnoise and confu
new to he bstracted her attention
to the e on of her own misel
Then they were carried to the
gest ship she had ever seen, and she
was put to bed in a berth several fect
from the floor. All around her were
other passengers, and not a few girls
near her own age, who med also
to belong to the stranger. With the
she might have found companionship,
but soon the rocking of the ship sent
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them all to bed, and the dreadful
sickne made her forzet all

The time seemed interminable, wiih
no one to eomfort or say one w d of
cheer. She wondered in vain to what
strange land she might be going, for
the stranger guardian bad never seell
fit to give her any information as 10
her destination. Had she known how
to pray she would have pra) d f[or
death. As it was, she looked through
the round port-hole windows at thi
rolling, foam-capped WaAVE and
longed to bury all her sorrows he-
neath them forever.

Well might she make this wish, for
Li PoTen w . glave. Af last they
came to land, and she was led down
the gang-plank into a great crowd of
shonting, noisy people, Some men
with a strange dress of blue cloth and
brass buttons hustled her away into a
dark. zloomy room where there w
many Chinamen and a few Chine
girls. There they stood, glancii
timidly about them, with the same
hunted look in their faces that she
felt must be in her own. She lon: 1
to speak to them; perhaps they ¢ uld
tell her where they were; hut she
saw the fierce eves of the stranger
upon her and she dared not.

There was a great deal of talkin
in a strange language, a great many
questions asked and answered, a
showing of white tickets—all a mys-
t to her. Then she was hurried
again into the street, and with all the
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other givls ited in a queer
hicle, which whizzed along the

and stopped for | :
off. It all interested, but it terrified
her. At last they 2ot off the car, the
stranger leading, or rather driving
them down a dark, narrow al
Here she felt more at home, for the
people were her own conntrymen, al-
though they stared at them in an un-
comfortable manner. The stranger
led them into a long low room, a1~

od with Chinamen.

they inside than a big,
fat man, whom the others called Wah

“Which is my girl?”

This is the girl 1 bought for you,”
the stranger, as he poin ad Ll
Po Tomn. “phree hundred dollars is
her price.

After a thorough examination of her
person, which satisfied him that she

und and a good bargain, Wah

Lee counted out the gold, and taking

little girl by the hand, led her
down the street.

Through alley af
passed until they came to the door cf
a little tumble-down, dark-looking
building. Wah L sned the door
and thrust her inside, locking the door
after her.

Here there were other women, her
own China women, They came and
took her by the hand, patted her on
the back, smoothed her cheek, and
looked into her eyes with s rmpathy.
There were young girls like herself
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and there was one woman who maide
her think of her own mother. The
was low and narrow. Bunks
against the wall on one side.

; i room for three bunks
from floor to ceiling, and just room
for two tiers placed to end.

n the bunks and the opposite
s a space about three feet in
width. The only furniture was
ainted wooden stools. There
a door and one tiny square win-
dow, secure ' barred with iron
like the windows of a penitentiary.
It s no pleasure to look out at th
window, for there was nothing but
the dark alley to look into,
only by an occasional passing China-
1an. As the ¥ never
failed to stare through the iron bara
to egrin at them, there was no pa
ticular need of peering out for the
eing them.
‘ies of these
s, LLi Po Ton related all the
details of her journey, described her
home and early life, and then plied
them with the eager questions which
for so long a time had heen nppermos
in her mind: “Why are we here
What does it mean?”

The women looked from one to ai-
other, and hesi d. Just then Wah
Lee brought in their supper ¢
cabbage and rice i Po T¢
hungry, and ate heart
appetite was s fied the new

de her climb to the top berth.
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Soon she was sleeping the

the inocent, so sweetly and so sound-

ly that, whatever may have trans-

pired in the little room that night, s

knew nothing of if. .

After breakfast, the next morning

ihe master locked the door, as u:a_n:d:
and went away. Seated upon their

wooden stools @ , there was noti-

ing to do but talk, Little by Ilittle,

the women acgnainted the new-comer

with her fate. They told her she

would not be permitted to re t an-
. other night.

“But,” s said, “can we not run
away?”

“Run away
plied. “The

1o Z0. pside
the master told us once of a woman
who ran away, and when they tound
her they boiled her alive in hot lard.”

All day the little maid sat stupefie
with horror. :

Li Po Ton was one of the twelye
hundred Chinese wonien slaves in the
city of San Francisco, After supper
that night, Wah Lee made her :_-'.'-n to
bed again, and she climbed up te her
berth. Soon he returned, bringi
with him a group of memn. One 11‘1;

‘@ plece of money in his hand, and was
bidden to eclimb up fo her berth
When he had gone another can ané
Fhen another, until the poor girl had
fainted. Night after night -the ex-
perience was vepeated. Snmc-tin-

she screamed; but Wah Lee only
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Lound her mouth, and gave her no
hreakfast., And this was in the land
that boas iberty to be the inalien-
able right of &  individual.

Many weeks De ged, The pink
faded from her che . Her ey hail
orown heavy and dull, and dark

rrounded them. Wah Lee

more rice and ecabbage.

One night, at a late hour, the room
: erted. Her sisters in misery
asleep. She could hear their
breathing. .ee had gor
ving the door slig y ajar. 1t- had
; er happened be - Hastily slip-
ping on her tunic, and punching up
blankets to look as if they c('_n"-
ered her sleeping form, she elimbed
down to the floor. Outside all wis
blackness, but voices could he heard
at one end of the alley. (Cloging the
door behind her, she stepped into the
, and in the adow hurried
away. On she went, she knew not
and cared not wher Once her heart
stood still, and a memory of the wom-
an who he veen boiled in lard flit-
her mind, as she found her-

to a group of Chinamen;

she slunk back into a dark cor-
and held her breath, They passed
and as fast as her poor, deformed

: uld carry her, she hurried on.
Where could she go What could
she do? If only there might be some
little dark corner, some foI -ottm;
gpot, where no human being wou-l(l
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ever look, she would hide there. To
starve in peace was the boon she
craved.

The darkness was lifting, and it
would soon be morning. Not a mo-
ment must 1 With feet racked
with pain she furned a corner ani
entered what emed to be another
dark alley. Hurrying o she
stumbled, and fell prostrate to the
ground. It was s0me time before she
could rise, and when she did so the
gray dawn of the coming day enabl d
her to see her surroundings. 1t was
a rough enclosure, filled with all sorts
of debris. Sitting on ihe ground, she
spied 2 little hole which geomed L0
invite her to enter. This might do.
(‘reeping on her hands and knees. she
crawled inside. It was an angle
made by & hogshead, the fence, and
two ash-barre A wide board Dpav-
tially 3 the opening through
which she 3 Jded. She plac il

opening Was entirely
if she could only
She unbound

her aching feet, and rubbed them
smartly with her hands, antil they
felt re ieved. Then, lying down on
the ground, with a block for a pillow,
she fell asleep.

She was arounsed O by voices
near her hiding-place. = ot a hreath
or movement petrayed her. How still
she was, her eyes starting from her
head, her cheek paled with fright!
Poor hunted thing! Then voices

STORY 1

came again. This time they had been
1;1‘9(‘&{]&:(1 by the rumbling of a big
wagon. 1t was the scavenger who
phad come to carry away the ashes.
The barrels were moved. She was
di ored lying there with her face
puried in her hands. She had fainted.

When she recov ed consciousness
ghe was lying in a clean white bed,
and a kindly-faced woman was bhend-
ing anxiously over her. wortunately,
her feet had led her to the very door
of the “Home for the Friendless,” and
if ever there was a creafure who
needed such protec jon, it was little
.i Po Tomn. The woman Aat her side
W Mre, Miller, the matron. But
the little Chine oirl was afraid of
Americans. She had auffered SO
aruelly in their land, she thought they
must all be W ed. She turned her
face away, and wept pitterly. Fond
was brought, but she wonld not eaf.

An interpreter was t for, a Ge
man, who had lived many yvears
China, and who was renowned anons
tourists as the best guide to the Chi-
nese quarters in the ecity. He

od to know every Chinaman

and China woman in San Franeisco:
put Li Po Ton was a new-comer, and
he did nof know her. It was a long
time bhefore she could place confi-

nee enough in his friendship to tell
him anything; but at last, in re
to his kind and gentle questions
told him the story of her life. Ever
word was U anslated o Mrs. Miller,
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and Li Po Ton was assured she should
have ry care, and n suffer no
fear of Wah Lee.

Somehow, a knowledge of her p
ence there leaked out, The Chinese
master heard the rumor, and spe
ilv.a writ of habeas corpus was is-
stued, to command Mrs, Miller to pre-
duce her charge in court the next
morning. Here was a dilemma. A
lawy was consulted, but he econld
offer little consolation. Wah L he
said, would probably bring Chines
friends enough to prove that the
was his wife, and the court would give
her back to him.

The inferpreter was sent for again,
and, as gently as possible, Mrs, Miller
tried t plain the court and the law,

and the possible outcome. But what

STORY

did Li Po Ton know of American
courts and habeas corpus acts? She

ood nething of what was said
‘ that she would :
the next day, and perhaps would have
to go away with him 1in.  She ate
no supper, and went to bed at an
early hour. Before retiring, the ma-
tron stepped inte her rToom. She
semed to be sleepinz soundly. The
next morning she lool at her again.
Somethi strange in her appearance
made her touch the girl's cheek. It
was  cold. She turned down the
blankets. The hed was saturated
with blood, and a pen-knife, belonging
to the matron, was plunged into
heart. Poor, hunted, wrong Li Po
Ton! She had at last found liberty
in death.
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One evil against which women are asking to use the ballot

The Abolitioh of Child Labor

By FLORENCE KELLEY

The federal government has recently published two illum-
inating little volumes, one on Juvenile Delinquency and its
Relation to [Employment and the other on Conditions under
which Children leave School. These are Volumes 7 and 8
respectively of the 19 which constitute Senate Document 645
of the Sixty-first Congress, Second Session. The whole report
is on the Condition of Women and Child Wage Earners in
the United States and is prepared by Charles P. Neill, U. S.
Commissioner of Labor.

Everyone interested .in votes for women should own and
study these volumes. They are arsenals full of ammunition.
The Congress unfortunately limited the edition to 2000 copies
and some effort is required to obtain them. They are dis-
tributed by Senators and Members of Congress. These 19
volumes show that we have in our Republic, in spite of the
nation-wide agitation during the past twelve years, thousands
of children working by day and by night, many of them of the
tenderest years, many working all night, thousands of boys
and girls exposed to the utmost moral danger, all of them
deprived of education which is their right. i

In every honest American official publication dealing with
child labor, the story is the same. The schools are insufficient
or they do not fit the needs of the children or the compulsory
attendance requirements are not carried out; the child labor
law is not efficiently enforced by local officials; it does not

‘cover all the industries in the community or its provisions are

vague and unenforceable.

In some states, such as Montana, where there is no tempta-
tion to employ boys except in the messenger service and as
newsboys, the law passed with little opposition is compre-
hensive, sweeping and drastic, providing that a child shall not
be employed under the age of 16 years.

In states, too, in which women have for a generation or
more made a practice of availing themselves of the right to
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petition, the beginnings of a children’s code are increasingly
effective. 'Where, however, in industrially develaped states,
women have not yet learned to use the method of persuasion
and petition, as in the Carolinas, Georgia and Florida, the
children pay the penalty of this shirking by their natural pro-
tectors and advocates, and there is neither any compulsory edu-
cation whatsoever, nor any child labor legislation worth the
name.

In South Carolina, for example, one of the states in which
the cotton mills most greedily claim the children, a few men
representing chiefly the National Child Labor Committee, sus-
tained for several years almost unaided by women the effort
to free the children from work in the mills at any age, how-
ever young, and throughout the night, whenever it pleased
the employers to have the mills running at night.

In the second decade of the 2oth century, in this yedr 1011,
South Carolina did, at last, establish 12 years as the age limit
below which no girl or boy can legally work in a cotton mill.
The cruel provision was abolished under which up to July 1st,
1911, a little girl of six years legally worked in a cotton mill,
because her father had deserted his family, though the deser-
tion .was no more serious than his living in the neighboring
village, beside the nearest railway station, in constant com-
munication with his family. When, however, this amendment
had been made, and the men of South Carolina had established
- for the native white children of theit state a standard two
years lower than that which Massachusetts, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and a score of other states set for the
protection of their immigrant children, the fruits of all this
effort were blighted by a stroke of the pen of Governor Blease
who vetoed the appropriation for factory inspection.

A chiid labor law without inspection is a sham, confusing to
the ¢mployees and demoralizing to the employers. No such
veto as this of Governor Blease of South Carolina has been
registered by the governor of a state in which women steadily
avail themselves of their right to petition, and criticize intelli-
gently the actions of legislators and administrative officeis.
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Least of all could such a veto be registered in a state in which
the governor would have to appeal, at the next election, to
the mothers and teachers for their votes for his reelection.

In New York State, after vears of effort, we have at last,
fairly well enforced, the five o'clock closing hour for children
in factories and mills, and the seven o’clock closing hour,
and nine hours working day, for children employed in stores.
This apyHes to children between 14 and 16 years of age and
-s tha iesult of the patient joint efforts of men and women for
many years.

In the light of the new federal report, however, this, too, is
seen to be sadly insufficient, for according to the report, the
work of errand boys is morally the most dangerous of all oc-
cupations. The children, without constant supervision by the
very nature of their work, yield to the temptation to steal and
their ¢1aracteristic delinquency is larceny. Yet in New York
our legislators perversely put a premium upon this highly un-
desirable occupation by allowing retail merchants to employ chil-
dren at any time between 7 a. m. and 7 p. m,, a period of 12hours,
while the working day of children in factories and workshops
is wisely Iimited to the nine hours period between 8 a. m. and
5 p. m.,, with an hour for luncheon. A second premium is
placed upon the employment of boys in this occupation by
letting merchants keep them at work nine hours in the day
and fifty-four hours in the week, in contrast to the shorter
working hours enforced against manufacturers.

In the light of this new federal report the employment of
boys in this work must obviously be discouraged, at least, be-
fore the sixteenth: birthday. Nothing discourages the em-
ployment of children so effectively as shortening their work-
ing day, and the long, slow, country-wide effort for the eight
hours day tor all working children will be greatly strengthened
by the new supply of official data.

When we try to prevent children from working by shorten-
ing their working day and by raising the age at which they
may begin to work, we can succeed only in proportion as we
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keep them in schools which meet their needs and promise them
a futere reward in the form of increased efficiency.

In New York City, the metropolis of the Republic, where
women have not even school suffrage, the schools open year
after year with 70,000 children on half-time, because the Tam-
many government has found other uses for money than build-
ing school houses and paying disfranchised teachers for educat-
ing children whose parents are, in tens of thousands of cases,
themselves non-voting aliens. Nowhere is the hopelessness of
the task of completely abolishing child labor, while the
mothers of the children cannot vote, more convincingly shown
than in this ever recurring failure of New York City to provide
sufficiently for the education of her future citizens. It is an
interesting coincidence that Boston and Chicago open the
school wear with a seat ready for every school child. In
Boston women vote for the school committee. In Chicago,
a woman, Mrs. Ella Flagg Young, is superintendent of Schools.

Half-time school attendance seecms to an eager boy or girl
a most unconvincing substitute for the chance to earn a little
money, and half-time gives rise to illegal work and truancy as
naturally as truancy to delinquency and crime. When boys,
demoralized by hali-time school attendance and much con-
sequent street life, are found at work as truants peddling with-
out licenses or selling papers without wearing badges, or
blacking boots below the al age, they are by some magis-
trate encouraged in their law breaking. It is a common com-
plaint in the poorer districts that some magistrates, both the
elected and the appointed ones, fine widows or take their
children away and send them to institutions when the children
are charged with these offences. Voting fathers, on the other
hand, are said to be treated by the same magistrates with
conspicuous leniency, though their children are guilty of the
same offences. Such experiences are confusing to the moral
sense of everyone concerned.

It is, however, not merely by its failure to provide schools
and teachers, and by the injustice of the magistrates, that the
exclusively man made government of New York contributes
to maintain the evils of child labor. In the decision of the
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Court of Appeals (the highest court in the state, an elective
court), in the Jacobs’ case, it was held to be contrary to the
constitution of the United States to enact a-law forbidding
manufacture in tenement houses. In consequence of that anti-
social judicial decision, thousands of dwellings have been, for
nearly a quarter of a century, invaded by manufacture. In
them children work whenever they are out of school. Many lit-
tle children work in the tenements before they are old enough
to go to school. Manufacturers who, under the child labor
law, could not employ children in factories or workshops, are
enabled by that decision of an clective court, to send work into
the child’s home and employ it there while only the name of
the mother, father or adult brother or sister appears upon the
payroll. In some trades, such as making flowers, the older
workers cannot get work unless there are cheap children avail-
able for homework.

Women have no more weight with the state judiciary in

New York than with the city school authorities. The judges
are elected by men, for very long terms, and are personally
unknown, even by name, to most of the otherwise intelligent
women in the state. They are, of course, utterly beyond the
reach of petition and persuasion.
. Children employed in the canneries were, in 1905, deprived
of the intended protection of the child labor law by a stroke of
the pen of former Attorney General of the State of New York,
Julius Mayer, who held that sheds are not parts of canneries
and do not, therefore, come under the law. The long, slow, ted-
ious campaign of petition and persuasion has since been going
on in the legislature to introduce the word “sheds” into the state
Jabor law. No one can foretell when the campaign will be
successful, but it will certainly not end during the present
year. Meanwhile, children five years old may legally be kept
shelling peas or snipping beans from five in the morning until
midnight, if they can be made to keep their eyes open. An
investigator reports finding a tiny child asleep on the shed
floor at midnight with its hands full of the beans on which it
had been working when it fell asleep.
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Former Attorney General Julius Mayer of New York State
has been elevated to the Federal Bench by President Taft.
Attorneys General are elected. Mothers and women teach-
ers have no more voice in electing them than in electing
judges of the State Court of Appeals, or members of the New
York City Board of Education (who are appointed by the
Mayor).

The new federal report on Conditions of Work of Women
and Children gives a foretaste of the kind of knowledge that
we shall get, current and up-to-date, when the Children’s
Bureau in the Department of the Interior is at work under
Miss Julia Lathrop. From it we shall learn year by year and
place by place, and industry by industry, exactly how our chil-
dren work and suffer and are robbed of their birthright. Then
every Legislature can make laws in the light of full knowledge
of the facts in states in which the industries compete with
those in its own state.

The campaign of persuasion and petition for the bureau cost
years of effort.

We make some gains for the children by the method of

petition and persuasion. We must continue to use it for the
sake of the children and, also, for the education which such
work affords to those who engage in it. But child labor can be
abolished only when the women of every state are given equal
authority  with men in the political, social and industrial life
of this Republic. '

The Co-Operative Press ¢ T 5 Spruce St., New York
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THE THREEFOLD MENACE

By Alice Stone Blackwell

Opponents of equal rights claim to see in the suffrage
movement three great menaces to American institutions—mili-
tancy, “feminism” and Socialism.

The woman’s movement in the main has been distinguished
by its mild and peaceable character. From the French Revolu-
tion down the struggles of men to gain the right of self-govern-
ment have usually been accompanied with violence and blood-
shed. The women have worked for the same right by gentler
methods. At the International Suff “ongress in Budapest
last summer twenty-seven countries were represented. In twen-
ty-six of them the movement is peaceful. In only one do we
find a section of the suffragists resorting to violence. It is r
tional to infer that the viole in England is due to special cir-
cumstances peculiar to that country. Clearly it is not an in-
herent characteristic of the suffrage movement in seneral quite
the contrary.

NO SUFFRAGE MILITANCY HERE

In America the suffrage movement has always been peace-
ful, while the anti-suffrage movement has often been marked by
violence. Yet so eager are the opponents of equal rights to
fasten a charge of militancy 1 suffragis Y Cry
“Wolf!” upon : there is rolf within a
thousand miles ) ; of al Anti-Suffrage
Association e 1T as militancy infen-
tion of the suffragists to work for the defeat of candidates who
are opposed to their measure—a perfectly peaceful and legiti-
mate proceeding, and one that is used by all reformers who
mean business.

While peering after an imaginary mote of mi their
neighbor’s e the antis quite overlook the big in their
own—the attack upon the peaceful suffi par shing-
ton last March by hundreds of anti-suffrage hooligans pelt-
ing of Margaret Foley with breadcrusts and other fragments of
a banquet in Ohio; the assailing of suffrag speaker w
York with snuff, pepper; pieces of broken glass, lemons, rolls of
ticker tape and paper bags of water; the knockin vn and
kicking of a woman in Harlem by militant anti-suffracis ; the
attack upon the annual meeting of the
frage Association a few weeks ago by rt s who broke the
windows of the hall and hurled a can olosive and vile-
smelling chemicals in among the ladies. ; uffrage club
has ever passed a resolution condemning any of these acts, If
there is any danger of militancy in connection with the suffrage
movement in America it is on the part of the opponents, not of
the suffragists.

Since Nov. 1, 1912, by purely pea woman suf-
frage has been gained in four States of the Union and in one




Territory. It would be inexcusable foolishness for Am_erican
suffragists to resort to militancy when they are succeeding so
well without it.

AS TO “FEMINISM”

Feminism is a word of vagie and various meanings. It is
often used to cover the general movement in behalf of equal
rights for women, which is in different stages in different coun-
tries. In some, women have won almost evervthing but a vote;
in others they are still struggling for equal opportunities in
education, or for admission to the profes ions, or, in China, for
the use of their own feet. Anything and everything in the line
of larger liberty for women is commonly lumped together under
the term “Feminism.”

By the anti-suffragists the word is always used in a sinister
sense, as meaning the abolition of marriage, the destruction of
the home and a general reign of immorality. These are about
the last things for which women would vote if they had the
ballot. Both in their nions and in their practice, women are
stricter than men in the matter of domestic morality. Nothing
could well be more fan ¢ than the notion that, if direct
weight were allowed to women’s wishes, those wishes would
senerally be found fo favor excessive license. All the vicious in-
terests oppose woman suffrage, from a conviction that women
would be ere upon them.

Some persons believe that, in the future evolution of men,
women and society, all or most of the principles of old-
fashioned morality will go by the board; but these persons are a
comparatively small group, and it is made up of anti-suffragists
as well as suffragists. For example, some decidedly startling
literature of that kind by Emma Goldman was lately sold in the
street outside a suffrage meeting in New York—it was not
allowed to be sold in the hall—and opponents of equal suf-
rage have been twitting the suffragists about that literature
ever since with vindictive glee. They forget that Emma Gold-
man goes about lecturing on “The Folly of Woman Suffrage.”

G to their camp, not to ours

This was an extreme case. A large number of persons be-
lieve that the institutions of marriage and the home. which
have already unde ¢ many changes for the better since the
days when every man had an unquestioned right to beat his
wife, are tined to undergo still further change and improve-
ment. Sentences to this effect, by well-known suffragists, are
taken out of their context by unscrupulous opponents and
wre_sted to bear an objectionable sense utterly at variance with
their true meaning; or passages really objectionable are quoted
from writers w the great majority of American suffra-
wists never heard of, and these are presented as the true pith
:md_r'narmw of suffrage doctrine: In this wav a grossly mis-
leading argument a 3 called “feminism” is built up, and
is used as an argument against votes for women.

The results of equal suffrage are no longer a purely aca-
demic question. Women are already voting in ten States of
the Union, as well as in a number of foreign countries. In some

they have had the ballot for many years. As a matter of fact
and experience, we do not find that equal suffrage has any-
where led to the overthrow of the home or brought in a reign
of immorality. Opponents used to prophesy that it would sub-
vert all the foundations. Now they complain, on the oround
that it has made so little difference! Such differences as it
has made have been distinctly in the direction of raising moral
standards and throwing added safeguards about the home.

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe in 1910 took a census of all the min-
isters of four leading denominations in the four oldest suffrage
States—Wyoming, Colorado, Utah and Tdaho—and also of all
the editors. She asked them whether the results of woman suf-
frage were good or bad. She recei 1 624 answers of which
62 were unfavorable, 46 on the fence and 516 in favor. The an-
swers from the editors were favorable, more than 8 to 1; those
from the Episcopal clergymen more than 2 to 1; from the
Baptist ministers, 7 to 1; from the Congregationalists, about 8
to 1: from the Methodists, more than to 1. and from the Pre
byterians, more than 11 to 1. 1f equal suffrage had promoted
those demoralizing results which the term “feminism’ is said to
imply, their pastors could hardly have failed to find it out.

Tnstead of equal suffrage having a bad effect upon mar-
riage, every State that has given the ballot to women has de-
clined in ifs ratio of divorce as compared with the rest of the
country. Thus Colorado granted 035 divorces the year before
women were enfranchised, and only 597 the year after; and
durine the twenty years since that happy event, the propor-
tion of divorces to the population has never been anything like
so large as it had been before. This is a fact; and “an ounce of
fact is worth a ton of theory.”

SUFFRAGE AND SOCIALISM

In these days the opponents of equal richts for women are
continually harping upon Socialism. “Suffrage means Social-
ism,” is their constant war-cry, both in their public addresses
and in their official publications. :

There are as many different kinds of Soci ism as there
are of Heinze’s pickles, and the antis always pick out the most
extreme variety, and usually caricature even that. “All Social-
ists are suffragists,” they are constantly telling us: and thev
predict that granting votes women will mean the speedy
bringing in of the Socialist State.

Now, the Socialists themselves do not think so. All So-
cialists have woman suffrage as a plank in their theoretical
platform, but many of them confess that thev do not want it
to come until Socialism comes, just because they believe that it
would delay the coming of Socialism.

The Socialist Party admits women to membership on the
same terms as men, but not nearly as many women as men
have joined it. The proportion is said to be about one to ten.
In every State in the Union the Socialist vote cast at the presi-
dential election of 1912 showed an increase over that cast at the
the presidental election of 1908. Its average increase in the




country at large was 112 per cent. But in every State where
women have had the ballot long nough to compare presiden-
tial election with presidental election, the growth of the Social-
ist vote was below the arerage. The general public does not
know these things, but the Socialists know them. They are
aware that in the United States not nearly as many women as
men Lelieve in Socialism,  Hence there is a sharp division of
opinion among 1 Soc alists, the more con .istent members of
the party stanuing up for woman suffrage, while the opportunist
Socialists want to keep it from coming until after they have won
4 nation-wide Socialist victo
They recall that at the frst election in Los Angeles at
ich women vol Speialist ticket was snowed under, and
sts papers attributed it to the women. In
short, while the anti-suffragists are declaring suffrage to be a
; ce it would bring in Socialism, a large part of the
look upon it as a serious menace to their success, be-
cause of women's conservatism.
In the 1912 elections, not one of the old suffrage
elected a Socialist to the Legislature. The States where
had ju the ballot, Washington and California, elected one
Sociali viece, as did Massachusetts and a number of other
non-sufirage States. On the other hand, 1llinois, by the {
men alone, elected four Sociali and
elected seven, and on the same daj 2 WOman S age
by an enormous majority. The strongly Socialist wards of Mil-
wauk which gave a majority of three and four to one for the
Socialist candidates, gave a majority against woman uffrage.
When the International V firage Congress mef in
Budapest in 1913, it was by every newspaper
in the r excepl one. That w tt ycialist paper, which
for months in advance had been denouncing it and warning
people lo keep : from it.
When the antis say that “all Socialists are suffra
may be true in sc ras the re all in favor of it
ideal future: but many are practical anti-suffragists so far as
the actual present is concerned. Some suffragist who had be-
come Socialists are so indignant about it that they have left
the party. The Socialists ever, are no worse in this respect
an members of other pe s. In States where every narty
indorsed woman suffr e 7 s find some Democrats,
some Republicans and some Progressives who do not live up to
that plank in their party's platform. But the anti-suffrage plea
that suffrage means Socialism is absurd when we observe how
many lists are afraid of it—and doubly absurd in_ view
of the actial record of the elections in the eniranchised States.
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A CAMPAIGN OF SLANDER

By Alice Stone Blackwell

At a meeting held in New York on June 25, 1914, the fol-
lowing vote was passed:

“Resolved, That the official board of the National American
Woman Suffrage Association protests against the recent tendency
on the part of the opponents of equal suffrage to evade reason-
able discussion on the merits of the suffrage issue, and to sub-
stitute distorted and falsified statements as to the views of the
suffrage leaders in regard to their ideals of marriage and the
home.”

Those present at the meeting were Dr. Anna Howard Shaw,
president; Miss Jane Addams, Mrs. Desha Breckinridge and Miss
Caroline Ruutz-Rees, vice-presidents; Mrs. Stanley McCormick,
treasurer; Mrs. Mary Ware Dennett, executive secretary, and
Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw, auditor.

Letter from Mrs. Catt

Such misrepresentation has been widespread and persistent.
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, president of the International Woman
Suffrage Alliance, wrote in The Woman’s J ournal of March 29,
1913:

“Four times of late, I have received letiers of inquiry, each
from a different State, concerning a statement made by anti-
suffragists quoting me as having said that American women who
do not earn their own living should be considered prostitutes.
I never said this, nor anything resembling it, nor anything
which could be construed into such a statement. Some person
with malicious intent manufactured it out of the whole cloth.”

Fveryone who knows Mrs. Catt knows that it would be as
rational to attribute such opinions to Cardinal Gibbons as to
her. Nevertheless, despite her denial, the opponents of equal
suffrage went right on circulating the story. Mr. Charles L.
Underhill of Massachusetts told it again last winter at a legis-
lative hearing in Maryland, where he spoke against votes for
women. In the Maryland Suffrage News of Feb. 10, 1914, Mrs.
Catt again contradicted it, and added: “I do not believe that
any other suffragist has ever made this or a similar statement.
HWither Mr. Underhill or those who coached him for his speech
are guilty of a deliberate fabrication.”

The Woman’s Protest, the official organ of the National As-
sociation Opposed to Woman Suffrage, in its isgue of Fehruar):,
1914, published an alleged quotation from Mrs. Philip Snowden,
to the same effect. In a letter published in The Woman’s Journal
of April 4, 1914, Mrs. Snowden wrote to Miss Alice Stone Black-
well:

Letter from Mrs. Snowden

“I thank you for telling me of the charge which anti-suffra-
gists, in my absence from the country, are making against me,
namely, that I said in public that ‘any woman who allows her
father, her brother, or even her husband to be the only wage-
earner in the family is no better than a paid woman of the
streets.”

“The statement is absolutely false. I never said anything




of the sorf, nor anything which could be by any stretch of the
imagination construed into such a sentiment.”
Letter from Dr. Shaw

In its issue of February, 1914, the national anti-suffrage or-
gan quoted Dr. Anna H. Shaw, president of the National Suf-
frage Association, as saying:

“l would make motherhood a governmental institution. I
would pension all mothers and have them provided for, first and
last, by the State. I believe that motherhood should be independ-
ent of man.”

The organ of the antis had told this same story on previous
occasions. In a letter published in The Woman's Journal of
May 3, 1913, Dr. Shaw wrote:

“I never said or thought such a thing, Two or three years
ago 1 was speaking of the need of playgrounds for little children
whose mothers were obliged, because of the death or desertion
of their husbands, to leave them uncared for while they earned
the daily bread for the family. In the course of what I said I
added that the State would sometime be wise enough to provide
not only playgrounds for children, hut pensions for mothers who
were compelled to leave their children neglected at home while
they earned the livelihood. The State would learn, when women
were a part of its active force, that playgrounds for children
and pensions for mothers were both less expensive and more de-
sirable than courts, prisons or criminals.

“This statement some reporter garbled somewhat, but in their
paper the antis garbled it to this foolish paragraph. Mrs.
Rossiter Johnson read it at a meeting of Women Principals here
in New York about two years ago, when I spoke for suffrage and
she against it. I made this correction at the time. Still, that
did not stop the antis; they published it in their paper after-
ward just the same.”

Letter from Jane Olcott

Jane Olcott, in official statements issued from Anti-Suffrage
Headquarters to the press, has been quoted as favoring free love.
She writes to Mrs. Raymond Brown, President of the New York
State Woman Suffrage Association, in a letter published in The
Woman's Journal of July 11, 1914;

“In rezard to your letter asking for my views on the subject
of free love, I wish to state that I do not believe in free love. I
believe that legal marriage is the only honest thing.”

These are only a few samples of the discreditable canards
invented and circulated by opponents of equal rights. Let any
honorable man say whether a persistent campaign of falsehood
and slander carried on against any group of women does not
show that there is a scarcity of fair arzument against them and
their cause—From The Woman’s Journal, August 1, 1914.
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THE WORTH OF A VOTE
By Alice Stone Blackwell

How much has the right to vote been worth to men? This
is an aspect of the suffrage guestion which is often overiooked.
In an article on “The Economic Importance of the Extension of
the Suffrage,” C. C. Arbuthnot, Professor of Feonomics at the
Western Reserve University, sets forth the solid benefits which
the right to vote has brought to poor men, to working men, to
the “plain people” of the United States.

In the early days of the republic the ballot was limited by &
property qualification. Men without property were at a dis
advantage before the law in a hundred ways. Prof. Arbuthnot,
with a wealth of historical research, shows how the extension ot
the suffrage led to the redress of a whole series of grievances
under which the poor had been the chief sufferers.

In the first place, it brought about the general establishment
of free public schools. In Massachusetts, 200 years after its first
settlement, most of the people were still dependent upon private
schools for their elementary education. In Rhode Island it was
not until 1828 that a law providing for free public schools was
placed on the statute book to stay, and outside of Providence
it remained a dead letter till after the extension of suffrage to
poor men which followed “Dorr's rebellion.” In New York City,
in 1829, there were only 10,000 children in public schools, as
against 17,500 in private schools and 24,000 not in school at all.
An appeal for an increase of taxation was made on the ground
that sehools “should be open to all, not as a matter of charity,
but of common right.” Pennsylvania long clung to the idea of
making parents pay for their children’s education if they could,
and furnishing free schooling only to the very poor. Hence a
taint of pauperism attached to the free schools, and parents
‘kept their children away rather than expose them to humilia
tion. A workingmen’s meeting in Philadelphia in 1829 declared:
“No system of education which a free man can accept has yet
‘been established for the poor, whilst thousands of dollars of
public money have been appropriated for building colleges and
academies for the rich” In Delaware, Maryland and New Jer-
gsey, the situation was much the same. “At the end of the twen-
ties practically every workingmen’s meeting from Albany to
Charleston passed resolutions in which a demand for education:
al reform was given a prominent place.” Philanthropists helped,
‘but “the force behind the demand for a democratic system of-
free public schools in this country has been the ballots in the
hands of the class who felt in themselves the imperative need
of an equal opportunity of education, The whole movement for
popular education was so closely connected with the extension
of the suffrage that the most cautious need have no hesitancy;
in deseribing their relation as cause and effect.”

The extension of suffrage to poor men brought about also
the abolition of imprisonment for debt., “For the smallest




debt possible, though it were but a cent, the debtor could be
cast into jail until the sum Was paid. Here he was thrown
among the Worst eriminals.”” In prison he had to depend for
his food and clothes upon his friends or upon charity. In 1816
in New York City 1894 imprisoned debtors would have starved
to death but for the kindness of the Humane Soeiety. “In
Boston, between January, 1820, and April, 1822, 3492 persons
were imprisoned for debt; 2000 of them owed less than $20.
One woman owed $3.60, and for this sum had been dragged from
her home and two children under three years of age.” In Phila-
delphia in 1831 a man was sent to prison for a debt of two cents.

Prof. Arbuthnot shows also how the plain people by their
votes got rid of an oppressive militia system which bore hard on
the poor but allowed a rich man to buy himself off; how they
secured liberal homestead 1aws, permitting actual settlers to
take up land on.-easy terms; and how the workingmen protected
themselyes from being swindled by confractors and builders
through the enactment of 2 mechanies’ lien law and other labor
legislation.

«ynder the title of labor legislation,” says Prof. Arbuthnot,
“ig included a great mass of statutory enactments, creating labor
bureaus, providing for factory ingpection, for guards around
dangeronus machinery, for ganitation, for ventilation, for restric-
tion of hours in dangerous trades, exempting wages from at-
tachment, defining employers’ liability, providing for workmen'’s
compensation for injuries, and in a vast number of other ways
giving advantages to the wage-earner. In gaining all these, the
workingman with the ballot in his hands has been the substan-
tial force. Legislators listen to the voice of the people when
they are able to speak at the polls. No one can believe that the
gains made by the workingmen through legislation would have
come ag fast or gone ag far if they had not been given the
suffrage.”

Anti-suffragists often claim that the pallot has done little
or nothing for working men, and hence cannot be expected to
do much for working women, Miss Heloise Hersey of Boston, in
a public address against equal suifrage, went so far as to say
* that she thought working men in America would be better off
if they had no votes, “because then their employers would feel
a sense of chivalry toward them.” Prof. Arbuthnot says:

“There is no way to remove abuses like putting power into
the hands of those who suffer from them. The ballots of the
enfranchised workers, combined with those of the reform ele-
ment, were sufficient to secure for the workers much that was
helpful. A similar result would follow the grant of votes to
women. What the public—spirited men cannot get Now for wo-
men would be brought into existence if these men’'s votes were
reinforced by women’'s ballots. No lifetime of wheedling per-
suasion will have to be spent to gain what women need, and
what the whole race needs because of its vital effect on women.
There would be in the ballot a great power for the improve-
ment of the general conditions for women, as there was for
raising the standard for working men.”




MY MOTHER—AND THE LITTLE
GIRL NEXT DOOR

By Caroline Bartlett Crane

Today, which means to us, as to millions of American
women, the day dedicated to a concerted demand for political
freedom, means also to me a personal and very sacred anni-
versary; for eighty years ago this day was born—my mother.

Looking forward towards this day, I have meditated much
upon my mother’s life and upon her feelings about the sphere
of woman, and upon what her attitude might be had she lived
unto this day. But more than thirty years ago my mother died.

My mother was one who loocked well to the ways of her
household, applying the knowledge of her day to the protection
of her family. Comfort, health, life itself, she would gladly
have sacrificed for them (such is the blessed way with moth-
ers!).

Yet two of my mother's children lay dead on one day from
a sudden terrible scourge of infant life that her love was pow-
erless to combat. Four sacred years of hers were passed by
the bedside of a little child, victim of “hip-joint disease,” ana
only her devotion wrought the miracle of his recovery.

My mother was a good neighbor. To sit up with the sick,
to earry them fruits and flowers from her cherished garden,—
even to take them into our home to care for,—seemed to her a
commonplace duty deserving no praise.

My mother was a charitable woman. In the little town in
which we lived the few poor families were known to everyone.
My mother was one who brought not only bread and meat, but
kindness, to the homes of the poor. Her Leart was even large
enough to take unmothered children, one after another, to rear
in our home, saving them from poverty, ignorance, evil sur-
roundings and an unloved childhood.

A good wife and mother, a good neighbor, a good friend to
those in need. Was my mother a good citizen? At that ques-
tion I fancy a smile on her serene face as she would reply that
women are good citizens if they are good wives and mothers
and rear their sons to be good citizens., Living a sheltered,
happy life in a little town, unacquainted in any intimate way
with threatening problems which even then beset the ecity, she
saw no reason why women should have the bhallof, Indeed, it
savored of things not fitting in with her ideals of womanhood.
Why did a woman need to vote when she could fill her days
with useful service to those around her, near and far?

But, had my mother lived to see the village wane and the
city grow, and forlorn, neglected children (such as she took in
and mothered) multiply in throngs, and the captains of indus-
try grow rich on the Iabor of little hands and broken lives—
would she have wanted a vote?

Could my mother, in that little town of years ago, have
foreseen the evil conditions of our present urban life,—the
slums, the filth, the lack of space to play, the commercializing
of the amusements of even the children, the pitfalls for youth,
the discouragements of decent poverty, the aged poor cast into
our almshouses and forgotien—would she have wanted a vote?




Had my mother known the havoe wrought in human life
by adulterated, polluted and diseased foods; could she have
known, as we now know, that “hip-joint disease” is bone tuber-
culosis, and that it reaches children through tuberculous milk,
and that her little boy should not have suffered; that a low
infant mortality is a thing purchasable by money wisely ex-
pended in public health service, and that her little girls per-
haps need not have died—would she have wanted a vote?

A stretch of precisely eighty years lies between the birth
of the little girl who grew to be my mother and the birth of
the little girl this morning to my dear friends next door.

My mother and her generation did not ask nor want the
vote, because it seemed foreign to the womanhood of their day.

The little girl next door will never ask it, because it will be
hers without the asking, and its use will seem as natural to
her as to her brother. With open-eyed wonder the little girl
next door will listen to the tales of thoge strange, ancient days
when there were no telephones or airships or movies—and when
mother could not vote! Yes, of those yet stranger days when
maothers did not want to vote!

The little girl next door, born on the very day of our great
demonstration, will surely have her freedom, because we are
going to win it for her and for her daughters.

The higher meaning of this day, this hour, when women
over the whole length and breadth of the nation are holding
such meetings as this, is not that we want the vote,—yes, and
will have it. The higher and more solemn meaning is this:

We have suffered the pains and handicaps and humiliations
that have dwarfed and crippled the race of women yesterday
and today. We are resolved that the little girl next door, and

all the oncoming throng of girl children, shall be free to become
gzood women, good wives, good mothers, good neighbors, good
friends to the friendless, and good citizens, as this goodness
shall be required to be accomplished in the world’'s great to-

mMorrow.

This morning I reverently touched the tiny hand of my new
little neighbor next door, thinking, in what reverence, of that
other little hand that first reached out for life’s good just eighty
vears ago. Thinking, too, of how much (that was denied my
mother because she was a woman) the passing years have al-
ready gathered within the grasp of the little girl next door!
“Give her of the fruit of her hands,” says the Psalmist, of the
virtuous woman. But she forever says: “Let me but lay the
fruit of my hands in my children's hands, and 1 depart in peace.”
And thus, if our mothers died long ago, before the outward
world had come to be as it now is, we yei pray that their beau-
tiful spirit may never die, or fail to find its home in women's
hearts—neither in ours mor in that of the little girl next door
to each of us—Address given at Kalamazoo, Mich., May 2, 1914.

Published by The Woman's Journal, 585 Boylston Street,
Baoston, Mass.

For news of the suffrage mo nt all over the world read
> National Suffrage pape al, 585 Boylston
ect, Roston, Mass, $1.00 per year.
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A Catholic's View of Suffrage

By the REV. J. ELLIOTT ROSS, C. S. P.

Perhaps I am expected to gl\'e you the Catholic view of woman suffrage. If
that be all that you wish to know of, you may as well stop reading now. That can
be stated in less than a dozen . For the Catholic, view of this question, to
put it in an Irish way, is that there is no Catholic view. You might just as well speak
of the Catholic view of the tariff, or the weather, or the corn crop. There is no
Catholic view of woman suffrag bi: cause it is uuL a Catholie ques :

As was recently said cdltormllv in the official organ of the Archdiocese of
Chicago, the Church “has never taken any stand either for or against the proposal,
True, individual members of the Church, and eéven members of the clergy and
hierarchy, he expressed opinions pro and con in regard to it, but these are but
mdl\'idlnl opinions, and do not represent the attitude of the urch as a whole,
There is no obligation placed upon Catholics by the Church binding them to op-
pose any more than to support the suffrage movement, simply because there is
no intrinsic question of faith or morals involved in it"’—-[ T'he New World, Oct.
18, 1913).

Therefore, when 1 speak to you on woman suffrage, I am not giving you the
Catholic view. [ am giving you my own view. [ am :.pml\mg to you as a citizen,
not a priest.

Personally, I am very much in favor of woman suffrage, and that for three
reasons.

The first is that woman need the suffrage as much for their own highest
spiritual and intellectual development as for protection.

The second is that men need women as helpmates in political as well as in
domestic life.

And my third reason for suffrage is that there is no reason against it.

Women Need the Suffrage

In the first place women need the suffrage. They need it for their own spiritual
and intellectual growth. You have heard it said, doubtless, that the
x_‘ul!'ll, to hurt women spiritually, These obje 5 17 the lofty ground of lo
out for woman's best interests, and profess to believe that she will be d(.g'r(ldt"fl
by the foulness men have created in political life. But such persons underrate
woman's influence for good. If we could conceive the home without a mother,
family life would be worse than political life. And to extend woman’s influence
from the hearth to the machinery of government is not going to injure her, but
purify and ennoble our politics.

How much a woman needs this life outside the home, this larger housekeeping
for the State (as Miss McDowell calls it), is brought out very clearly in a recent
book written by a Catholic and published b}' a Catholic firm. It is called *The
Eighth Year” (by Philip Gibbs, New Y Devin-Adair Co.), because it deals
with that period of married life. The tit taken from the fact that the statistics
of the English divorce court show that more proceedings for dissolution of marriage
are begun in that year than in any other.

According to the author, it is because for the first two vears the couple are so
in love that they do not see each other’s faults, They are supremely happy in each

company, and count that time lost which they must spend in other ways
e the wife is always ready to meet him.

But after two years, they find each other out. They see that they have not
married the ideal they thought they had, and make a working compromise to get
the best out of a none too good bargain.

In two more years, they find themselves out, It is driven home upon them
that they are not ideal either. Having tired of each other’s society, they now begin
to tire of their own. And during the seventh and eighth years, her own narrowness
and selfishness become ially insufferable to the wife, The husband is z
in business. F interests outside the home, and imagines that his
are fulfilled by p ing money for matinees and teas and operas. All th
however, his wife is starving for something more really worth while. M
and emnhnn‘Ll]y she is ready to snatch at anything that offers a few hourﬁ
citement, The round of worthless, empty social functions cannot satisfy her.
is sick of the hollow selfishness of it all.




At this psvchological cris' , the inevitable temptation ent The man profess-

> be her soulmate urges her to durcgdrd conventions, fc k with him the

ion of that overpo nn;: craving she feels for some strong tonic. In this

ular case, the woman was saved by f ding elsewhere an outlet for the pent- up

emotions of her bei : ¢ was arrested for sma shing windows a militant

suffragette, Her true self, howe had no npathy for violence, and after this

one outburst she seftles um\n into ‘a peaceful advocate of women’'s rights, an
earnest worker for the good of others. '

Women Need Wider Outlook

[ believe there is a \'urv real and important truth underlying this story. |
believe that women, in r to fulfill their home duties, need to get out of -the
home into the wider life of lln. nation. To center all our interests in one family
is selfhlm no nmtlvl how bi amily, and all selfishness is narrowin;

i istory of the e ging concept
ed to immediate blood relati then to a village or tribe,

a rmtum are gradnally growing into a realization of that sublime intuiton

Paul, when there will be neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, white nor
hla.cl\ but one brotherhood of man united through the fatherhood of

Needs Vote for Protection

Also, woman needs the vote to protect herself

It is a trite saying, but its triten does 1 i its truth, that the un-
married woman whn is paying taxes is being tax \vlthuut representation.  And
the fact that this has been ng on so long dc m)i make le ranny. than
what our f ! Inlli.‘llt against, \\ um nw lzo ; ' o pay the tz hould have
some voice cing "O11 :. r the assessments should
have some voice in tlt"LlillI‘l"’ upon the unpr(

And the married woman’s rights in her own property and in that of her

usband should be just t ame as those of her hu 1d in his own and in hers.
There 1 olutely no reason for any distinction ring the man, except that
men have made the lay Yet in some States, the property relations between
husband and wife are a virtual realization of the old joke: “What Hurs is min
and what's mine is my own.' has no control over her husband’s propert
real or personal, He may ¢ of it without her consent and in any way:
whereas, the management of her estate is entirely in his hands. Her p nal
property becomes hi perty; her real estate is managed by him. He can eject
tenants (even his wife s ow her), collect rents and use the income in any way
he ple He may give his v a p.irt but hc 1s not bound tc

And when a man’s wif S i S0 tates, | eives one-half her

1al property, ,md a lifc inte iu all her 1011 estate. Indeed, in at least

¢ State, unl 1 i en, his wife cannot provide even by will for children

a previ : oe. Fhr dd.uuhlet of a re-married woman, if her mother die

leaving only real property becomes dependant upon the ge enerosity of a step-father,

She owns her mother’s estate, but can get none of the income until her step-
father’s death.

. In many States a man has a legal right to his own wages and they cannot be
seized for any debt contracted by his wife without his con nt, yet his wife's wages
can be seized for his debts, though she may have .thwluicl\ nothing to do with
making them, and may have been seriousl injured by such expenditure. A mis-
tress was once about to pay her cook, when she was handed a perfectly legal
document requiring her instead to pay the m ey to a certain saloonkeeper, b
cause the cook’s husband had run a hlII there. So this woman, besides taking the
abuse and beating from her husband in his cups, actually had to pay by her hard
work for the liquor that made a beast out of him,

The property relafiochs of man and wife should be re ized as an equal
partnership, tl]ul!gh e 1 then probably most women t be getting what
they really contribute. Comparatively few men are supported by their husbands.
I'he economic ¢ 1111bul10n of the woman usually fairly equal to that of the
man as is found out when the mother dies. s wages are seldom sufficient then
to buy in the market the same seryices that his wife was ¢ Her con-
tribution in king, w\\uw washing, caring for the children, in foreir the income
to go as fz}r s possible, in making all that is meant by the word “home ""in the
vast majority of cases, worth more t]mn the man’s contribution ni daily w .

Again, in the question of right over the children, there is : rllummmmtmn

aganst the woman. In some S nay not recover damage the death
This condition is not

of a son, unless the child be act a rith her at the time.
imposed upon the man. Therefore, a mother who has raised a boy desertd by his

father and her husband, could not recover damages for his death; or if she could
they would go into a fund to be kept for her absconding husband. When ht." re-
turned, he 1ld take the money legally and again desert her. Of course, this is
not the law in all Sta but should not be the law even in one,.

Men Need Woman Suffrage

I want equal suffrage for what it will do for men. We have halved society,
as has been said, and the surgical operation has left the worse and weaker half to
deal with political problems. Men have not b :n able to !_ 1dle the increasing com-
]Jle\ities of civilization. There may be no ultimate solution of th se problems. |1
don't see any, but, then, I am a mere man. F when women get the political

power that men Il.wL, they will be able to whm\ u ne remedy. r
But though there may be no ultimate and universal remedy, there are certain

crudely evident things that ought to be done, and which will be done when women

get a real chance, .

: For instance, all monopoly of certain resources and products ought to cease.

Ten per cent. of the people ¢ : United States ought not to own

the wedlth. Half a mili i r (

nitary Z : others monopolizec
i{I ()ll() men should not l illed and nty times as many injur'crllin mine an
tory every year; our child hould not be taken at four, six, eight vea )
drudge uh(.e=u1|lgly to make our finery; our meats should not be tainted, our
bread mouldy, our fl'l‘lll'- ed Al l.l}l_ht_ lea S 4are unnece
‘{ men have "'Lu’(l ) sly. They have le the laws un-
Ller w 111(:11 FillL}'l cr s ha : pet ] ich our railroads and our
i v robbed
s under whie small ring of money
th{:ll’ own
~.]m:t: wn.huut lIw suffrage and where they have had the
i when they get it universally,. Woman
has not mll\' ’ut her own house in order, she has put her town in order, Women are
the only peopi wh 1ow what cleanline : into the house of a religious
order of men—the are cobwebs o 1e and dust - floor and you
could write your name on the ause there are on women there to keep
it clean. Bul a religi comimunit women will keep their house spotless, be-
cause there are no men around to dirty it up.
From coast to cc wonien have put towns i : & : ten pub-
7 1 5 and garb-
Imve short-

c = -\hr.-, early” campa
- on tu!)ucu I\‘ the result of woman : :
and public feeding stations; she has obtained IIIt'th.ll mbpeclmn in the
schools, i §
d where woman has the vote she is concentrating her attention upon such
iur a minimum W ;‘c. anti- labor, mothers’ pe equal co-
i i i s and other State

g g this nation as in governing
the home. s has be ic Z as byl absorption in commerce been trained
to think in terms of operty: w : T1eT] immemorial custom has been
trained to think in terms of humanity—the home sband, children. We cannot
afford to have our laws made by any narrow ided cla men have been
(md will continue to be. It is not only st and proper to give women the vote—

For we need the influx _l their humanity in dealing with our

Solid Argument Against Suffrage
If vou wish a third argument, 11. is that there is no .1rr.{ununt against equal
When you carry the war he enemy's country nd an argu-
i { omen that s not equally apply to votes for men, you
get only inconelu ) | :
B [t is sometimes sai stance, that t]m P € of the franchise will take a
woman oui of .the home fc : f domestic duties. An :.1dvo_catf- of votes
for women was once nd received this very object-
iofi when she offer ¢ SWET (ues ': . Some mere man from the audience de-
manded with a de ir of finali "\\ hat's going to b me of the babies
when the women JoLe N at becomes of them now when we go to
market?’ was the




s Fu that women should have no relig-

v interfere with their home obligations, Church-go-
ing does illl\'!it’l’{_‘ with th (l'nm stic duties of some women. They spend entirely
too much time in church and in learning the g of the parish.

And why is it not a mother’s place to pr ¢ her b for full :oumlc—_cl‘ citi_zt-u-
ship? = Why should a lad take his 1?11”’|U11 hum his mothu‘ but his politics from
his father? Why should not her influence 3 [ phere, too?
Why should she not train him in politi ; ; in of righteous ? But
-ahcfc:um:_.l do this (:t'i'cui\z‘l\ uul ss she have a pv}\nnul m! ugh the suf-
frage. And her « S { millt tm the suffrage, argue
for it. For she camnot m]i]ﬂ I‘L.! C : n in the I:u'_Ll_-.L_Il;(m}h

without taking s

s said, too, that for a wife to be able to vote will mean a constant sourc
of quarreling b 1 her and her . X annot | them to agree i
politics, and, t they will .
sume that we have reachec at {23 i I cre two people éven two
love one another ] are uni A 1€ C 3 s, can differ without
about it. It is possible v fto agree or di >, And if people
that B ¢ ion of poli it will llli little : iminate that par-
ticular quest 1 :
5 oo much by sentiment to u
10 s men, they guess instead of
u:m.lu ions. B 1Et’s harm of ju g at conelu-
Ons pruwrlud \ml a11 ve at the right one? "y » round Robin Hood's barn
when you can go throu nd men liemse The tIiIt nce between men
and women in the matter is the difference be the i
01'tlurnm and Huulhu‘m rcko : itherners het than
lortherners 3 don’ ings out ('arr.lin:-lrii_\ ( ately so.
For if our fas 1 : hands ; @ son to their con-
slusions, it would be thr mos ) - Ne who believe in
democracy know that its success is Imw-l ttpon the mt.t—ilmt the people; the great
unw L;h-:li, uneducated pec R er all, better judges than a set of pedagogue
tho talk : ntiment and guess work know .ﬂmut ﬂl{
crtm,t- oi a Lul : rreat maj y them didn’t hay :
the subject L¢ \OIL lnldll V. ac Biles lnl llltn ; A ] 5 lf-u_)n-
stituted arbite \:l what is practic b 7i 7 advisable,
always ds 7 iv overmen -t ( . They told us
locomotive 2 le a hor : the first one; tluv told us steam
transatlantic nay 1c ’ ole, b se they had hrru ‘ed out, on rational
grounds, that a ship cm!ldnt carr she wo they told Colum-
bus he was a fool lo try for a n rout —.Lmi so on indefinite
“Be sure youw're right, then go ahead,” would be a good motto if you, (uu]d
ever | ure. But if you wait to be sur }‘ou'll never anyw here, M st
in lI:e same place until doon i
SOus were
a ]lltlu

the evidence of lhlll rs tlmL appear not, : )
more hope, more optimism, more 111!«1]]11'“ and therefore, they
have greater .lb:ht} to realize the substa ) : they lmpc F. ;
power of creating the evidence of those things that appear nof as v
material vi of men,
[ would give it to them for the
1 t spiritual and intellectual de
opmunl. a 3 l ) ) that me ed that women should vot
and the third reason is, llml there ) : giving them the suff
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BALLOTS AND BROOMS

By Alice Stone Blackwell

¢ The Atlanta

These girls of Atlanta, Georgia, speak for the children of the nation, many of whom each year are unable to enter sehool
because new schools are needed,

“What a Vote Will Not Do is the title of an anti-suffrage document that has been widely distributed. The

ment begins:

“It will not clean streets, provide schoolhou lighten dark tenements, prevent overcrowding, furnish
pure milk, stop child labor. It cannot. Why? Because it is not a remedial agent. *# % Public opinion is
the real remedial agent.”

This is like saying, “A broom cannot clean the cobwebs off the ceiling. Why? Because it is not a remedial
agent. The real remedial agent is the opinion that those cobwebs ought to come down.” A broom will not
clean off the cobwebs unless if is set in motion by the opinion that they ought to come down; but the hou




keeper’s most emphatic opinion that they ought to come down
will not bring them down without the use of a broom or its
equivalent,

Suppose there were brooms in the house, but the mother of
the family was forbidden to use one, and was told that she
must wait until she could get her husband to do it. Suppose he
admitted that the cobwebs ought fo come down, but was foo busy
with his other work to attend to it; and suppose she had waited
for many years and the cobwebs still kung in festoons from thn:}
ceiling and dropped into the children’s food. Would she not be-
gin to think that the taboo against a woman's touching a broom
had as little basis in reason as the old taboo in Hawaii againgt
a woman’s eating a banana? And would not the spiders—if
they had a voice in the matler be as eager to persuade her that
a broom in a woman’s hand would not be a remedial agent as
all the vicious interests are foday to persuade women that a
ballot in a woman’s hand would be powerless for good?

As a sample of the fallacy of this whole line of anti-sufirage
reasoning, let us take one concreie instance—the assertion that
votes “will not provide schoolhouses.” Several years ago there
was ereat need of a new high school building in Madison, Wis.
The old building had become rickety and a firetrap. The question
of an appropriation for a new building was put to vote. The
men’s and women's votes were connted s rately, owing to a
doubt whether the women had a legal right to vote on the sub-
ject—a doubt that was afterwards decided in the women’s favor.
The result showed that on a vote of the men alone, the new high
school building would have been defeated; on the vote of the
men and women together, it Was carried, The Nebraska Stlate
Superintendent of Public Instruction, in a letter to the editor of
The Woman's Journal, said:

“In this State the women’s school vote has had many good
results. For example, in the voting of :chiool bonds where hetter
school buildings were an absolute n ity, the bonds could not
have been carried without the votes of the good and intelligent
women, including useful wives and consecrated mothers. The
instances are too numerous to mention.”

In all these cases there was plenty of public opinion in favor
of the needed improvements, when all of it conld be brought to
bear; but if the women had been forbidden to vote, a consider-
able part of that public opinion would have been ent off from
the mechanism whereby it could make itself efficient, and the
school-honses would not have been built.

It is so with almost all the other things enumerated in this
anti-suffrage leaflet as things which the vote will not do. Again
and again, these things have been done when they were voted,
and have failed to be done when they did not get votes enough.

The corrupt politician does not care a straw how much pub-
lic opinion may grumble about his misdeeds, unless and until
the popular indignation takes the form of votes, It has heen
well said that “the only Day of Judgment the average politician
fears is election day.” The spiders do not care how severely
the housewife may frown upon them; but when the broom ap-
proaches their webs, they are thrown into commotion.

by the Woman's Jouwrnal, 585 Boylston
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SUFFRAGE AND TEMPERANCE

By Alice Stone Blackwell, Editor of the Woman’s Journal

Il-informed anti-suffragists often claim that equal sufirage
has nowhere lessened the number of saloons.

The Pacific, a journal representing the Congregational
churches of the Pacific coast, said in its issue of Dec. 4, 1912:
“Two years ago we had but 200 dry towuns in all California. To-
day we have about 675" The editor of the Home Alliance, a
temperance paper published at Woodland, Cal, gives the exact
number of California’s dry towns at present as 682,

The State president of the Wyoming W. C. T. U. writes
The Woman’s Journal that before the granting of equal suffrage
all Wyoming was wet, and that now 90 per cent. of the State is
dry territory.

The State president of the Utah W. C. T. U. writes us that
when the Utah Legislature in 1911 passed a State-wide local
option law, 110 cities went dry and only 18 went wet—and out
of these 18 so-called cities, 16 were mining camps. Every
county in Utah but one is now dry.

In Colorado, within four years after the granting of equal
suffrage, the number of no-license towns had more than guad-
rupled, and it has increased still more largely since. When
State-wide prohibition was lately defeated in Colorado, Ellis
Meredith, the head of Denver's reform Election Commission,
and a strong advocate of the y" policy, wrote in the W
an's Journal for Nov. 16, 1912, concerning the result of the elec-
tion: “It is because under our local option law conditions are
so good and dry territory increasing so fast that many people
feel we shall come nearer regulating the traffic in this way than
by so-called total prohibition, with the police power in all the
big towns opposed to it.” The organ of the brewers in Denver
says Colorado made a great mistake in giving votes to women,
So far as we know, it is the only paper in the State which takes
this ground.

The State president of the W Washington W. C. T. U.
writes us that in her State the “ have gained two towns
and the “dry" have gained 115 When one or two towns in

“Michigan Association Opposed to
Woman Suffrage.” Clear proof of this
was given by the sending out of the
following letter and advertisement,
which were published in the Kalama-
zo0 Telegraph-Express of April 5,
1913, and in other Michigan papers:

Macomb County Retail Liguor Deal-
ers’ Association,
Office of the Secretary,
Mt, Clemens, Mich.,
March 31, 1913.

To the Publisher:

1 enclose herewith copy of an
advt. which I wish you would insert
in this week’'s issue of your paper,

(OVER}

SUFFRAGE

ten inches in depth, double
on your local page or front
possible,

| thank you to see that this
e, and mail statement of
, and also marked copy to
. we will remit for the same,
zing you in advance for your
n to this matter, 1 am, yours

Joseph Matthews,
Secretary.

here is the enclosure for the
ion of which the Macomb
Retail Liquor Dealers’ Asgo-
guaranteed payment. It is
eallea *An Appeal to Men,” and reads

as follows :
“You should vote against woman
suffrage for ten thousand reasons.

««We mention but six.

‘We women are not suffering at the
hands of our fathers, husbands and
brothers, because they protect us in
our homes.

‘Keep mother, wife and sister in
the protected home. Do not force
ug into partisan politics.

“Put a cross before the word “No”
on April 7, and win our gratitude. .

VOTE NO, APRIL T
Issued by Michigan Association
Opposed to Woman Suffrage, office
1128  Majestic Building, Detroit.




an enfranchised State go wet, opponents of suffrage in other
States make a great outcry about it and avoid mentioning the
hundred or more towns that went dry.

In Oregon since equal suffrage was granted in November,
1912, s jing no-license victories have been won by the aid
of the women's vote, even the capital city going dry.

In Illinois, since the woman suffrage bill passed the Leg-
islature in June, 1913, a long string of towns have gone dry
through the women's vote; and the liquor interests are making
a4 gr effort to have the woman suffrage law set aside as un-
constitutional, '

The experience of all enfranchised States is similar, and

, even at the antipodes. Lady Stout, wife of the Chief
Justice of New Zealand, contributed to The Englishwoman of
May and June, 1910, two noteworthy articles on “What the
Franchise Has Done for the Women and Children of New Z
land” She enumerated many benefits, including the improved
care for child life which has made New Zealand’s death-rate
the lowest in the world. Among other things, she mentioned
the great increase in dry territory, and added: “I think I can
safely say that these results could never have been achieved
without the women’s vote.”

Equal suffrage has nowhere led to-State-wide prohibition,
but it has everywhere led to a large extension of no-license ter-
ritory, Rev. Dr. B. F. Crary, who was for years Presiding
Elder of the M. E. Churches in Northern Colorado and Wyom-
i ys of woman suffrage: “Liquor-sellers and gamblers are
unanimous in cursing it.” :

An effort is being made by opponents of equal rights, in
Michigan and elsewhere, to show that it is the suffragists and
not the antis who are in alliance with the liguor traffic. The
audacity of this is enough to make a mummy smile. Suffragists
as well as antis are divided in opinion as to whether license
or no license is the wiser pelicy; but the liquor interest is
practically unanimous in its conviction that votes for women
would be bad for its busine Moreover, it is willing to back
up that conviction with unlimited cash.

Asked why the liquor interest opposes equal suffrage, Mrs
A. J. George (herself an advocate of license) answers, “It d
not.” This is contrary to universal knowledge that
hardly worth denying, \

. 'Jr‘_hc of?'](:ial organ ol"thc Rr:ta%l Liguor Dealers' Association
in Wiconsin bears the inappropriate name of “Progress.” [t
fought equal suffrage bitterly all through the campaign of 1012
and afterwards boasted editorially of having helped defeat it.
1\-‘11-’5. Maud Wood Park, who took part in the Ohio Campaign of
1912, says she never saw anything like the ferocity of the fight
the liqguor dealers put up against it. She brought home samples

of tlie anti-suffrage cartoons that were hung up in the bar-
rooms, and no doubt she would be willing to show lhcm‘lt)_‘:m_\'—
one who calls to see them at the office of the Boston E. 5.
ton street.

firagists are also expressing great horror because
some suffrage speakers have reminded their audiences that
womten as well as men are divided on the license question, and
that none of the suffrage Sta have State-wide prohibition.
This professed horror is purely hypoerisy. The antis are always
glad of all the votes the liquor interests can bring them, and
do not hesitate to appeal to pro-liquor sentiment. Some years
ago, the Massachusetts W. C. T. U. petitioned for a bill to give
women 4 vote on the license question, The “Massachusetts As-
sociation Opposed to the Further Extension of Suffrage to
Women"” opposed it. At the hearin their attorney (Mr.
Thomas Russell) said: “If this bill passes, prohibition will be
carried in every town and city of the commonwealth, contrary
to the will of the people.” On this occ f
Legislature’s Committee on Election Law SeV
of the M. A. O. F. . W, including its p ent,
they would vote for license or no-license if they had the ballot.
Every one of them answered that she would vote for license.
Mrs. Francis Goddard of Colorado Springs, whom the antis
are always quoting against suffrage in Colorado, fought with
might and main to have her home town go wet. Very good
people are to be found on both sides of the license question,
but it is unworthy to be a hypocrite, to criticise others for opin-
ions that we ourselves hold, or to deny a fact known to all
persons who are even ordinarily well informed—that the liquor
interest in general is in warm sympathy with the anti-suffragists.

At another legislative hearing in M: chusetts, after sev-
eral antis had argued that woman suffrage would not promote
temperance, the attorney of the Wine and Spirits Association
unexpectedly arose and announced that he was there in behalf
of his association to oppose the bill. The anti-suffrage ladies
looked rather blank.
~ Dr. Samuel Garvin, a Presbyterian pastor of Colorz
Springs, is quoted as charging the women with being respon
ble for the town and county “going wet” He is also quoted
as saying that in the Colorado Legislature of 1911 the women
members all voted against the “search and seizure bill” (a very
drastic measure), and that but for this it would have been car-
ried,

The State President of the Colorade W. C. T. U, Mrs.
Adrianna Hungerford of Denver writes in the Woman’s Jour-
nal of Feb. 28 1914, that she is amazed at the statements at-
tributed to Dr. Garvin. She says the women, both in Colorado
Springs and throughout the State, worked much harder for the
suce of the “drys” than the men did. When the search and
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seizure bill came up, some of the women in the Legislature
voted against it, but if all of them had voted for it, they could
not possibly e carried it. She adds: “I did slative work
during that on, and know whereof I spe

Dr. Garvin writes in the Woman's Journal of the same
date: “If T had a vote to cast on either side, I should cast it
for woman suffrage.”

When the charge that the women were responsible for Col-
orado Springs going wet was made some little time ago, Rev.
Merle N. Smith, pastor of the First M. E. Church of Colorado
Springs, wrote: “There is no doubt here that the women voted
wet in smaller proportion than the men.” Rev. William Watson
Ranney, pastor of the First Congreg tional Church, wrote: “l
am confident that the women of this city voted dry more la
than the men, Our experience in Colorado Springs furnishes

ital for the opponents of woman suf A

Chicago on April

4, the women voted dry much more generally than the

< Thus in Rockford, 5,155 women voted dry and 1,048

ot; 4,480 men voted dry and 5155 wet; in Bloomington, 3,806

1 voted dry and 2,311 wet; 2,655 men voted dry and

3 wet: in Freeport 2,800 won voted dry and 1,877 wet;

1,984 men voted dry and 2,867 wet; in Pontiac 1,137 women

voted dry and 364 wet; 768 men voted dry and 797 wet, and so
on.

According to the official returns published in the Chicago
Tribune of April 22, 1914, in all 121,315 women voted dry and
67,418 wet, while 1¢ men voted wet and 98,179 dry. Out
of the 329 townshis vat voted, there were o lv 20 where 3
majority of the women voted wet, There were 115 tow i
formerly wet that went dry, and 83 of these went dry bec
of the women’s vote. There were 41 townships formerly dry
that stayed dry, and 13 of these stayed dry because of the
women's vote. Of the women 64.3 per cent. voted dry and
35.7 per cent. wet; of the men 59.7 per cent. voted wet and
40.3 per cent. dry.

On April 21, 1914, a large number more cities and villages
went dry, largely by the women's vote.

~ Copyright by the Woman's Journal. Published by the
Massachusetts Woman Suffrage Association and the Woman's
Journal, 585 Boylston street, Boston, Mass.
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LIQUOR VERSUS SUFFRAGE

A cause is known by the enemies
it makes as much as by the company
it keeps. Perhaps some people have
hesitated to believe that the liquor
interests fight the onward march of
equal suffrage. This leaflet proves
that they do and that they
masquerade behind the skirts of the
anti-suffrage organization. The first
incident occurred in the Michigan
suffrage campaign, and is an example
of what may be expected during
suffrage campaigns in other States.

The liquor dealers paid for the cir-
culation of literature issued by the
“Michigan Association Opposed to
Woman Suffrage,” Clear proof of this
was given by the sending out of the
following letter and advertisement,
which were published in the Kalama-
zoo Telegraph-Express of April 5,
1913, and in other Michigan papers:

Macomb County Retail Liquor Deal-
ers’ Association.
Office of the Secretary,
Mt. Clemens, Mich.,
March 31, 1913.
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attention to this matter, I am, yours
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Joseph Matthews,
Secretary.
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publication of which the Macomb
County Retail Liquor Dealers’ Asso-
ciation guaranteed payment. It is
called “*An Appeal to Men,”” and reads
as follows :
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suffrage for ten thousand reasons.

««We mention but six.

“We women are not suffering at the
hands of our fathers, husbands and
brothers, because they protect us in
our homes.

‘“Keep mother, wife and sister in
the protected home. Do not force
us into partisan politics.

«Put a cross before the word “No”
on April 7, and win our gratitude. .
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Issued by Michigan Association
Opposed to Woman Suffrage, office
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Phone Cherry 4720; President, Mrs.
Henry F. Lyster, the Pasadena
Apartments; treasurer, Mrs. James
Cosslett Smith, the Palms Apart-
ments; secretary, Miss Helen E.
Keep, 753 Jefferson avenue; Ccorre-
sponding secretary, Mrs. Wm. 8.
Jerome, 84 Prentis avenue; vice-
presidents, Mrs. L. E. Clark, Mrs.
(. A, Kent, Mrs. Chas. W. Casgrain,
Miss Stella Ford.

In Montana, too, the liguor interest
is fighting woman suffrage. Collier's
Weekly says (April 12, 1913):

“In a recent issue we published por
tions of a letter written by the Mon-
tana Protective Association (of the
liguor interests) to a Detroit firm
which manufactures steam fixtures
sometimes used in barrooms. The
letter was a request for funds to wage
the campaign against woman suffrage.
The funds not being forthcoming, a
further, more frantic, appeal has been
received from the liquor interests. It
reads:

‘Our State Legislature has just
closed its session, and our association
has been very successful in defeating
many measures which would have
harassed the trade in Montana. It
has been a difficult task, for Montana,
like all other States, is feeling the

Copyright, Dec., 1913, by The Woman's Journal.

effect of the great reform wave which
is sweeping the country. The battle
we have been fighting during the last
sixty days has depleted our treasury,
and we are not through yet. Besides
this, the great guestion of woman suf-
frage will be submitted to the elec-
tors at an early date. We are now
preparing a State-wide campaign
against woman suffrage in this State,
because the leaders have avowed that
one of the principal reasons why they
desire women to vote is that it will
afford them the best means of sweep-
ing the saloon business out of Mon-
tana. Our local retailers are doing all
they can, but the burden is too heavy
for them to carry it alone, and it is
only right that those who are enjoying
and making a profit from the sale of
their goods should help us in conserv-
ing for them their accounts and busi-
ness.’

“Woman suffrage and reform, reform
and woman suffrage, the agents of
evil find it very hard to distinguish
between the two. They are firmly and
unshakenly convinced that when wom-
en have the ballot the success of the
liquor interests in “defeating meas-
ures which harass the trade in Mon-
tana” will be brought to an end.”’

Published by the

Massachuseits Woman’s Suffrage Association and The Woman’s Journal,

585 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass,

For news of the suffrage movement all over the world, read the
national suffrage newspaper, The Woman’s Journal, 585 Boy ston Street,

B

Boston, Mass. $1.00 per year.
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AN ADDRESS

By
Dr. Anna Howard Shaw

This Speech was delivered by Dr. Shaw in December, 1915,
upon retiring from the Presidency of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association.

There is no > of which the problems that confront a people seem
so complex and difficult as those of their own age. This is certainly true
of the times through which we are passing.. Vast problems meet us on
every hand and all about us is a despairing world, war mad with fear
and hate. Beyond the seas, thrones are tottering to their fall, kings are
driven into exile, nations blotted from the face of the earth, dead and
dying everywhere; homeless, haunted, outraged women with little chil-
dren perishing of hunger as they sink exhausted by the wayside; in our
own country lawless destruction of property; the strikes of discontented
work folk; little children driven to the mines and factories and sweated

industries to add to the already bursting coffers of the rich and powerful;
an army of ignorance and vice led to the polls as sheep to their own
destruction ; and even universities and churches unmindful of their high
mission muzzled at the behest of a dominating sordid financial power;
the right too often on the scaffold, the wrong enthroned.

It is no wonder that so ‘many are filled with distrust of humanity

and ask in the spirit of the fatalist: “Is it worth while?” Why strive

with puny, empty hands and high ideals against such vast forces en-

trenched within the mighty citadels of power? We might well despair if
we viewed life for a day. It is only when viewed as a whole that the real
reformer is able with unfaltering faith to follow her vision to its goal.
The reformer who believes it there is a power reaching through all
the ages and that this power is a constant presence working with unfail-
ing purpose toward a single goal, must believe that we shall ultimately
know the meaning and purpose of life. It is that we may lay hold of
this faith anew, that we may draw from its infinite supply the spirit that
we all need to keep us steadily on the march, as well as to take counsel
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one with the other, that we have gathered from all parts of our country
in our Annual Convention,

Back of and running all through this political problem of ours is
one far deeper and more fundamental without which political emanci-
pation would be futile. Our real problem is ethical and religious. Free-
dom, true freedom, must come from within, and I believe all will agree
with' me that our great need today is that our movement be wvitalized
by a mighty spiritual force working from within ourselves. Ours 1s
different from any political movement the world has heretofore
known. We do not bring a new message of freedom to the people;
ours is the old message, but the old message anew, stripped of its tradi-
tions, its prejudices, its ignorance, and broader in its application.

Our protest is not against the vision or the ideals of the founders
of our government, but against the false interpretation of these ideals
and their application to a chosen group only and not to the whole people.

No one with eves to see and ears to hear and a mind to understand can
fail to recogmize that the old ideals are losing their authority and much
of their vital hold upon the life of the people. The spirit of justice and
of faith in humanity is dying and we are drifting back to the ancient
theory of “might makes right” and “to the victor helong the spoils.”

One of our great statesmen has said: “the greatest blessing of free-
dom is our power to transmit it to our children,” but we are content to
hark back to our ancestors and boast: of their achievements in justice and
freedom, forgetting that the life of the spirit is a continual process of
becoming. It is life only when there is growth. Too many are content
to worship the institutions of government rather than the spirit which
gave them birth, forgetting that the value of any institution is measured
by its ability to keep alive the spirit from whence it sprang.

The progress of nations is not measured by the spoils of material
conquest, nor by the size of their standing armies, nor the number of
dreadnaughts and underseas craft, nor even by “their accumulation of the
equipment of civilization but by the progressive emancipation of the
individual,” and the widening of the vision of personal obligation and
responsibility of life, i

It is said that “to take into ourselves the great ideals of the past. to
become human by realizing in ourselves the experiences of the past, gives
to life a priceless value” Because of this, it is given to us to teach the
people a higher patriotism than that of blindly following the example of
the past; a patriotism which scorns to ery “My country, right or wrong,”
but rather in the spirit of true loyalty cries, “My country if she is right,
but if she is wrong then by every power of my being shall I seek to make

her right’ Our nation today is running mad over the cry of preparedness,
and we are ready to plunge into any excess of reckless expenditure of
treasure or even of life in response to this pseudo-patriotic hysteria for
defense.

We point to the defenseless nations of Europe as an example from
which we should draw our lesson to insure peace and safety for our

beloved land. We forget that the lesson of Europe, like a two edged
sword, cuts both ways, and that had it not been for twenty years of cease-
less preparation on the one hand there would have been no danger in the
unpreparedness on the other. But there is an older teaching which has
always been true and will forever remain so; that the man or the nation
who lives by the sword shall die by the sword. The old contempt for life
which has led so many to sacrifice it so ruthlessly and uselessly is not an
evidence of either patriotism or high courage. Life is of infinite value;
every hour of it should be cherished because of the possibilities enfolded
within it. To love something more than life; to cherish an ideal so vastly
that life for its sake hecomes of vital importance; to live and strive when
all else save the ideal seems lost, so that life and all its fullness of mean-
ing shall be at its service, is the most heroic sacrifice that one can make
for a great reform or for his country, and this is the demand our country
and our cause makes upon us today.

Today we stand upon the vantage ground of the ages; all the accumu-
lated experience and wisdom of the past are ours for use and guidance.
The opportunities which open before us are so numerous that the possi-
bilities which lie within them confuse us, and we scarcely know which
one to grasp and patiently follow to its goal. Yet the responsibility rests
upon us to choose and act. Vastly more is demanded of us than in the
past; we cannot escape our obligation. It is the price we pay for the
benefits we derive from the service of the pioneers whose passion for
freedom won for us our vast inheritance of the equipment of civilization.
This heritage of what the world has worked out as true and just is not
ours simply to enjoy or to add to the widening and deepening of our own
personal character and power. The world demands from us an adequate
return for our equipment for life, and for the vast opportunities which
the toil, the patience, the suffering, the holy service of the pioneers of
civilization gave to secure to us our high privilege. But with these oppor-
tunities came greater responsibilities. We must never forget that oppor-
tunity is responsibility. It is useless to say, “I have privileges; why place
upon me responsibilities from which I shrink and which I do not desire.”
Responsibilities are not the result of desire or willingness to accept them.
Opportunity is responsibility and an heroic soul cheerfully accepts the
one with the other. The cry of the woman who seeks freedom from
responsibility while claiming privileges and opportunities is the cry of
selfishness and cowardice, and has no place in the ideals of a higher
humanity.

It is because of the fact that that which the world has worked out in
a given period as right is the basis on which our ideals of life are built,
that our ideals with each new epoch are constantly changing and can never
if they are alive remain statical. As an Association, we are, at the present
time, confronted by this eternal law of progress by changes in our methods
such as we have not met since the union of the two national societies in
1889. Our enlarged and expanding status as an Association, the new and
varied duties which devolve upon us, and the innumerable demands in-
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nations out of the abyss into which injustice has plunged them, they must
be clean hands. Qur words must ring true. Justice, freedom, right must
be meaningful with character back of them. If, rising above this struggle
in the East, we catch the gleam of the oncoming and all pervading spirit
of democracy, we must live it, be true to it, be so possessed by its power
that we vindicate it by our own loyalty to its spirit,

Only when by our practice, as well as by our theories, we prove to the
world that we helieve in the infinite power of justice to right wrongs and
preserve nations from the vielation of sacred obligations to their own
people and to other nations, will our country be prepared to be the har-
binger of hope to despotic and despairing monarchies.

Many appeals will be made to our association to abandon its one
purpose of securing votes for women and to turn its attention and or-
ganized machinery to the real or imaginary dangers which beset us as a
nation, but let us never for a moment forget the specious promises and
assurances given to the pioneers who, when the Civil War took place,
gave up their associations and turned their efforts to the Sanitary Com-
mission in the belief that when the war was over the eountry would recog-
nize their patriotic services and the dependence of the nation upon women
in war as in peace, and reward them with the ballot, the crowning symbol
of citizenship. But republics are prone to be ungrateful and to forget the
services of a disfranchised class. Instead of recognizing their services

and rewarding the loyal women, the cry went forth, “This is the negroes’
hour, Let the women wait,” and they are still waiting. But, as they wait,

they are not blind to the fact that this nation did what no other nation has
done, when it voluntarily made its former slaves the sovereign rulers of
its loyal and patriotic women.

The greatest service suffragists can render their country and, through
it, the whole world at this time, is to teach it that there is no sex in love
of individual liberty and to stand without faltering by our demand for
justice and equality of political rights for men and women.

Tae Urtimate Purrose oF GOVERNMENT.

The value of any institution depends upon the power which inheres in
it to develop character whether the institution is the home, the school,
the church or the government.

This makes consideration for the development of the child the first
duty of the State, and the home becomes the most sacred, the most vitally
important factor in government. In fact, it is the foundation upon which
rest all other institutions whose purpose tends towards the progressive
civilization of the race which is the end and aim of democracy.

When aroused by an outraged public sentiment, the government makes
a spasmodic attempt at protecting the sanctity of the home by abortive
attempts to regulate marriage, divorce, and especially to suppress
polygamy—polygamy, that base and debasing institution which, in all
countries wherever practised, brutalizes men, degrades women, blights the
lives of the children and prostitutes the holiest relations in life to the
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service of the basest form of human lust, using the sacred bond of mar-
riage as a shield for human passions under the guise of religious sanction,

Heretofore marriage has been legislated for and controlled by men'’s
ideals and men’s desires, and it has been used to enslave women and to
rob them of their inalienable rights as human beings.

When the demand for woman suffrage was first made, by law mar-
riage deprived women of the power to control their own liv PErsons,
property or children. It ranked them with infants by making their names
of no effect upon legal documents. It classed them with aliens, robbing
them of their birthright as citizens, and made them in fact women without
a country. While recognizing them as human, it took from them the
moral responsibility which inheres in humanity. Under the beneficent
law of marriage, it took from mothers all legal rights in their own
children. and. while recognizing their legal responsibility for service to
their husbands and families, they became homemakers without right of
domicile. Such, and more, was the legal status of the married woman
at the time when in 1848 the small group of patriots and pioneers met at
Seneca Falls, New York, and laid the foundation of the woman suffrage
movement in this country and in fact in the whole world.

Every change which has been made to modify the laws and remove
these disabilities has been the result of the aroused public conscience by
thase who believe that marriage is a holy bond and the marriage ceremony
so sacred that the one should not entail any loss of natural human rights
nor the other contain vows which rob women of moral responsibility.
The marriage vow which is the symbol of the spiritual bond, is too
sacred. too far reaching in its significance to be a meaningless formula
assented to with mental reservations.

If it is true that it is an evidence of intelligence to be interested in
those concerns which affect our lives, how can the highest interests of
such institutions as marriage and the home be best considered unless
women, as well as men, women whose happiness, and what is of infinitely
more importance, whose honor and duty depend upon their security,
legislate for their protection and safeguard their purity.

Today the home and children for whose development it exists instead
of holding their rightful place in government as the center about which
and for which all other institutions should be regulated, are the last,
least and most belated consideration of governments. We have govern-
mental departments for the consideration of all other problems, and men
are eagerly discussing the advisability of adding a new one demanded by
the exigencies of the world war, but when will these statesmen urge the
necessity of a cabinet minister for tiie department of the home. Over
and above all other departments in our government should be that of the
home, for the consideration and development of child life.

It is true that we have a Commission at whose head is a well equipped
official, but an official without power or adequate means to carry on her
work.

That woman's vote would secure better legislation for the home and
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creasing with the accumulation of means and workers call for a new kind
of service in leadership.

Political necessity has supplanted the reform epoch, the reapers of
the harvest have replaced the ploughman and seed sower, each equally
needed in the process of the cultivation and the development of an ideal
as in the fruitage of the tree. Some one has recently expressed this
change in something like these words—"those who answered the call of
our movement in the beginning were reformers; those who respond today
are politicians.” When this moyement began its pioneers were reformers,
people who saw visions and dreamed dreams of the time when all man-
kind should be free and each human being have an equal opportunity
under the law. This vision awoke in them new desires until the reformers
became possessed by it, and, following it in the spirit of Him who eried,
“] was not disobedient to the Heavenly vision,” they went forth proclaim-
ing it to the world, knowing that misunderstanding, misrepresentation and
persecution would combine to make the task difficult. Tt was not that they
sought persecution but that they loved justice and freedom more than
escape from it—these pioneers of the greatest political reform which
history recounts. Year after year, without delay or waiting, the task
has been carried forward until the time has come when “new occasions
teach new duties, time makes ancient good uncouth,” and the idealist
and the reformer are supplanted in our movement by the practical poli-
tician.

Our cause has passed beyond the stage of academic discussion and has
entered the realm of practical politics. To the idealist, the reformer, this
fact comes as a revelation and a distinct shock, but she must recognize
that it is true and yield, though she may not be able to adjust herself to
the changed conditions.

The time has come when our organized machinery must also be
political in its character, and work along political lines directed by political
leaders. The shock which with this thought comes to many and compels
them to turn from it in fear, is not due so much to the fact itself as to
our false theories of politics and political leadership. If we can but
eliminate from our minds the knowledge which most of us have of the
misuse and abuse of politics, our contempt for political bossism, and
remember that our mission is to secure a bhetter government than we now
possess, that politics is the science by which governments are controlled,
that the science of government is as holy as the science of religion, that
political leadership in itself is as honorable as religious leadership, and
that there is no more sacred nor noble vocation than to be one with the
Infinite in the government of the world, thén we shall cease to regret the
change which has been wrought and made necessary by the toil and sacri-
fice of the pioneers. To protest against these new methods would seem as
if the pioneers who marked out the paths through the wilderness, who
felled the trees, ploughed the soil and sowed the seed, objected to the new
tools and the new workmen who reap and distribute the harvest through-
out the nations of the world to give hope and life to the needy millions
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who have so long waited its fruition. By this I do not mean that we
must blindly accept all new theories and methods because they are new,
nor reject the old because they are old. In fact, most of the best of the
new are hut the revival of the old which were launched before the world
was ready to receive them.

Women are acquiring political acumen.s It is manifest on every hand.
They will need to be on their guard unless it degenerate into mere desire
to control the machinery rather than a practical means to secure the
opportunity by which the spirit of justice within the organization, the
spirit which gave it birth, shall be able to accomplish its purpose in the
life of the nation.

There is. however, still work for the idealist and the reformer. Not
all territory has been explored, all soil cultivated; not all fields are ready
for the reapers. The truth still has need of fore-runners in the service
of freedom. But the work of the machinery must be directed by hands
skilled in political science, while we, the idealists, must follow our vision
until all, idealist and politician together, arrive at the goal of political
equality for all the people.

Let those of us of the alder day gladly welcome the new and bid its
soldiers God speed in their triumphal march to final victory, ever keeping
this one thought fresh in our hearts—our goal is political freedom and
we welcome gladly, whether it be old or new, whatever will speed us
toward a true democracy.

INTERVENTION

The United States is looked upon as being the most powerful neutral
nation, which with its high human ideal is the best equipped to present its
good offices in mediation between the warring nations of the East. But
is it true that it is equipped for such a high mission? What better prepa-

ration could it make than by removing from within its own borders the
very cause which led to the present barbarous conditions across the sea?

No one will deny that the real cause of the war was the injustice and
selfishness which permits governments, as well as individuals, to ignore
their obligations and duties each to the other in their sordid desire for
self-aggrandisement, lust for power and greed for gain.

How can the United States, in any spirit of a truly great nation, offer
its services as mediator when il is following the same line of action
towards its own people? How can it plead for justice in the East when
it denies it to its own women? How can it claim that written agreements
between nations are binding when it violates the fundamental principles
of its own national constitution which declare that “the right of the
citizen to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or
any State,” and yet for forty-five years Congress has turned a deaf ear
to the appeal of our own citizens for protection under this law. Is it
true that the United States Constitution too is but a scrap of paper to be
repudiated at will?

If, as a mediator of justice, we hold out our hands to lift other




children against all corrupting forces of vested interests and vice which
prosper upon their degradation and the exploitation of children. is shown
by the laws which have been secured by women in States where they
already vote and which are advocated by women in those States where
they do not vote. Note the advocates against a child Jabor law .in Con-
gress and you will find they come from States where women have no voice
whatever in the control or in the education of their children I[f anything
more is needed to prove this fact, the character of the organized opposi-
tion which succeeded in controlling the elections where the constitutional
amendments recently failed of su would forever convince reputable
people of the unholy alliZnce against the influence of the home in the
government. If, as a people, we believe in the sanctity of marriage and
the purity of the family and the home and if these are to serve their high
purpose and receive adequate representation in the government, then
womet, the child bearers and home makers, must be given the power to
protect the interests of their high vocation against all the forces which
are today entrenched in and protected by the government and whose inter-
ests conflict with the purity, the honor, the prosperity and the very exist-
ence of the world’s most important institutions, the family and the home.

TweLve Years' Proc

To encourage those who are impatient over what is termed our slow
progress toward political enfranchisement, may I point out several facts
which should inspire them with courage and fill their hearts with grati-
tude for the persistent energy and wisdom which has brought us safely
thus far on our way toward the high privileges and responsibilities of full
citizens.

Within the twelve vears of my presidency of this Association, there
have been submitted for ratification to the electors twenty-nine consti-
tutional amendments granting full suffrage to women. Of these. in three
States, West Virginia, Towa and South Dakota, the vote will be taken
during the coming year. The remaining twenty-six range from the
Atlantic to the Pacific and from Canada to the Gulf: Mass: usetts, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, South
Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Nevada, Was rton, Oregon, Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, Oklahoma.

Of these, four States have submitted the question more than once
during the twelve years; South Dakota four, Ohio two, Michigan two,
and Oregon four times, the other fifteen States each once. Besides
these, there have been vigorous campaigns carried on in behalf of con-

stitutional amendments under new constitutions, as in New Hampshire,
and a most active campaign for municipal suffrage in Wheeling, W. Va.

£

and other municipalities, to which we add with great satisfaction the

successful campaigns which gave us the territory of Alaska and the State

of Illinois. Of the States which have submitted amendments during

these twelve years, Washington, Oregon, California; Arizona, Kansas,

Montana, Nevada, and the territory of Alaska have secured full suffrage,
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with partial suffrage for Illinois, whose position and influence make it
one of the most powerful factors in securing further political influence
for additional extension of freedom to the women of the nation.

In looking at the larger success, we must not fail to recognize the
grants of partial suffrage and give to them and the service which secured
them their meed of praise. Beginning with Michigan in 1908, taxpayers
were entitled to vote on questions of local taxation and granting of
franchises; Oklahoma and Kentucky granted school suffrage; Ginto
Park, Va., municipal suffrage to taxpayers: New Mexico, school suffrage.
In New York, women in towns, villages and third class cities vote on
bonding propositions, and even the year 1915, with all its disappointments,
has something to add to the list of victories and gives us from the
southernmost State the city of Fillmore, Fla., with municipal suffrage.

But why stop with a recital of our victories? Why not recount what
we have lost? Because there is nothing to recount on the lost side. We
have lost nothing, not an inch of the territory that we have won. Ours
is a winning, not a losing game. We have only victories, successes and
more victories to recount.

When we are secking inspiration and encouragement, why stop with
what we have gained in our own country? Our aim is not alone the
enfranchisement of women in our own country, but the triumph of
democracy throughout the world, and it will but add to our inspiration
and encouragement if we share in the joy of others and see how the
spirit of freedom has entered into the lives of other nations.

During the twelve years including 1904, we have to add to our vic-
tories Queensland, Victoria, Finland. Norway, Denmark and Iceland
with full suffrage; Sweden, England, eligibility to municipal offices;
Belgium and France, a vote and el ity as members of des
Prudhommes; in the province of Voralberg, taxpaving suffrage to
spinsters and widows; in Austria, in the Diet of the Crown Prince of
Krain, municipal suffrage in the city of Laiback; and in India municipal
suffrage in the dominion of the Gaekwar of Baroda; in the Kingdom of
Wurtemburg a vote and eligibility for members of the Chamber of Agri-
culture; in Honduras municipal suffrage in the capital city of
in Natal and Cape Colony municipal suffrage.

This is but an incomplete list of the gains of the past twelve vears,
but they are more and greater than in all the previous history of the
woman suffrage movement and we may expect the ratio to increase with
each coming year until there shall not be a nation in all the world in
which citizenship is based on sex.

While we are dealing with statistics, it might be interesting to note
a few which, if facts have any weight with our opponents, will silence
forever the claim that only a small fraction of our people favor woman
suffrage. Since the first constitutional amendment was submittéed in
Rhode Island in 1887, until the recent vote in 1915, 6,632,142 men voted
on the subject at the last elections in the States in which suffrace amend-
ments have been submitted. Of these, 2,850,800 voted in favor, which is
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43 per cent. of all the votes cast upon the amendments. Forty-three
per cent. of those voting favorably upon a measure cannot'by any honest
method of mathematics be construed, as our opponents claim, as 92
per cent. opposed. ]

Of the 2,850,800 votes cast in favor, 2,753,207 were cast within the
past twelve years, and 1,192,590 within the past yvear, as against 97,593
cast prior to 1904.

It does not appear from these figures that “woman suffrage is a
going and not a coming™ policy of our government.

It has been the privilege of your President to actively participate
in twenty-four out of the twenty-seven State campaigns, in the New
Hampshire constitutional campaign, the Wheeling municipal campaign, and
to directly, though not actively, participate in all the others, except that of
[Mlinois.

The vote cast upon the amendments but inadequately expresses the
expanding sentiment in behalf of woman suffrage, and it needs but
consecrated, persistent, systematic service to reach the goal and com-
plete the task begun by the pioneers of 1848 and laid down by Susan B.
Anthony in 1906.

While we accept as our motto the last public utterance of Miss
Anthony, “Failure is impossible,” we must also remember her prophetic
words, uttered just before she laid down her life work, “There is noth-
ing which can ultimately prevent the triumph of our cause, but the time
of its coming depends upon the loyalty and devotion of those who
believe in it.”

Tre OuTtLoOK.

A wise general never undertakes a new campaign without first
examining the field and the equipment of his forces.

Neither does he underestimate the strength or position of his
enemies. And we who are entering upon a new campaign in our sixty
vears' struggle for freedom, must show like wisdom.

It is reasonable to assume that the delegates here assembled will
follow the established custom of a two-fold campaign as set forth in
Article II of our National Constitution—"“To secure protection in their
right to vote to the women citizens of the United States by appropriate
National and State legislation.”

While recognizing that our primary object is to secure the ballot for
women citizens and that as an organization we are not wedded to any
method of obtaining it, but are willing to adopt any just plan which
promises success, nevertheless, until a better way is found we will seek
to secure an amendment to the National Constitution prohibiting dis-
franchisement on account of sex, and at the same time appeal to the
States that by State action a sufficiently strong support may be given
to the national amendment to secure its passage, unless it becomes
unnecessary by action of the States themselves.
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It is well, -therefore, to see just where we stand in regard to na-
tional legislation.

The air at the present time is impregnated with misinformation,
half information and no information in regard to the expediency and
desirability, as well as the pessibility, which inhere in these different
methods of procedure, and the vast fields into which the seeds of discord,
discontent and impatience are being sown is ever increasing, as larger
numbers of people who are enthusiasts, but uninformed, flock to our
standards.

We must face the fact that large bodies of new recruits know prac-
tically little of the history of the suffrage movement, of the long years
of faithful devotion, and the wise and statesmanlike service which have
brought it to its present successful position.

These recruits are attracted by new and spectacular methods and
are impatient of delay and eagerly follow any scheme which promises
to “get it quick.” Experience will teach the new as it has taught the
old recruits, that there is no royal road to freedom—that those

“Who work for freedom
Win not in an hour.
The seeds of that great truth,
From which shall spring
The forest of the future,
To give shade to those
Who reap the harvest,
Must be sown in faith
That fails not:
Fed with rain of tears
And walled about with lives
That fought and fell.”

If we analyze the arguments set forth by the most ardent advocates
of the National Constitutional Amendment, as the only means of secur-

ing immediate results, and learn upon what they base their hopes of

success, we shall see, as it has been shown again and again, that every
one of them has its source in the enfranchised States; that instead of
State by State action being “wasteful, expensive, useless and slow,” it is
the foundation of hope, and that, without its results in the enfranchise-
ment of women and political possibilities which lie within their power,
those who oppose State action would not have a single argument in
support of their claim for speedy National action.

It is because of these facts that we have the strongest arguments
in behalf of the wisdom of the founders of our movement, that they
recognized the necessity that State and Federal action must go together
and that the latter is dependent upon the former.

The truth of our contention that national action is dependent upon
State action 1s easily shown.




The Senate Suffrage Committee, created in 1889, after being a
minority committee of five members whose chairman and the majority
of whose members were opposed to suffrage, became, with the incoming
of the present administration, a majority committee of seven through
the influence of Senator Thomas, who became the chairman, and a
majority of the members were suffragists.

Senator Thomas represents an enfranchised State, and there are
enough other enfranchised States to make a force in the Senate suffi-
ciently strong to bring the measure out of committee and make it rank
as one of the foremost subjects of debate during the last Congress,
resulting in a vote of 35 for to 24 against, with ten pairs for and five
against, giving a majority, but not the two-thirds vote necessary fto
carry. .

That the measure was reported from the Judiciary Committee to the
House of Representatives and there received a vote of 174 for to 204
against after a day's discussion, was also due to the fact that wor
suffrage already existed in twelve States and gave its advocates suffic
mfluence to bring the measure to vote.

But neither in the Senate nor in the House of Representatives
was the vote a test of the attitude of the members toward suffrace
per se, but an expression of epinion on the right of the National Govern-
ment to determine for the States the qualifications of electors.

PreEsENTIAL ELECTORS.

The claim that the enfranchised women have the power to influence
the election of ninety-one presidential electors, is again due to the
State by State method which gave them political power.

4,000,000 ExrrancHIsED WoOMEN.

There are approximately 4,000,000 women in the enfranchised States,
not all of whom, are voters.

These women have always shown their political sagacity by refusing
to form a woman’s party antagonistic to or in opposition to the men in
their States. They are, therefore, found in the ranks of all parties to
which they have given their allegiance.

To assume that women will forsake their parties or the men of their
own houscholds, or deprive themselves or their States of their support
of measures which to them are vital, for any national issue, is to at-
tribute to women superhuman political virtue.

It may be true of the few who are ready at all times to sacrifice
the less and more personal for the greater and more remote good, or of
the defeated and disgruntled in their own parties, who zu‘.t.: ready to
turn upon them, but of the masses of women it will never be true, nor
is it necessary. There are other and better methods of zu‘ri\-‘in.g at
results without estranging men and risking the loss of all political
power and influence.

CoxcrEss Canvor AMEND THE CoONSTITUTION.

I have questioned many within the past few weeks who are strongly
advocating the single method of congressional action, and they are de-
luded by the hope that as soon as a federal amendment passes Congress
it will be an easy matter to secure action by State legislatures. In
support of this contention, it is pointed out that State legislatures are
more willing to submit amendments than are the mass of voters to pass
them afterward. Therefore, if Congress passes the bill, it will be ratified
by the legislatures in a very short time.

There is a difference between assuming responsibility and placing

it upon others. So long as legislators can place the responsibility for

final action upon the electors, they may readily do so; but when it comes
to assuming the responsibility themselves, not only for their own States,
but of imposing it upon unwilling States, they will be more deliberate
in their action.

We have a very good illustration of this fact in the State of Dela-*
ware. By the constitution of Delaware, its legislators may grant suf-
frage to women without submitting to a vote of the electors. Last year
a vigorous campaign was carried on under the co-operation of the State
A ition and the Congressional Union. Great hope of success
assured under the delusion that the legislature, composed of so few
men, would more readily grant the request than if it were submitted to
1 the legislators, an appeal

the electors, but, after weeks of effort wit
was made to the National Association to send workers among the con-
stituents of the legislature to bring pressure upon them from the men
at home, the voters, Under the circumstances, the National Ass
tion considered the State not sufficiently organized to warrant success
at so late a date. When the vote was finally taken, it stood 6 for to 11
against in the Senate and 7 for to 45 against in the House, a majority
greater than was ever cast against a constitutional amendment by a
referendum to the electors.

There is not a single reason given upon which to base a hope for
congressional action that does not rest upon the power and influence to
be derived from the enfranchised States, which power was secured by
the slow but effective method of winning State by State.

If all our past and present successes in Congress are due to the
influence of enfranchised States, is it not safe to assume that the future
power must come from the same source until it is sufficiently strong to
insure a reasonable prospect of national legislation?

To transform this hope into fulfilment, we must follow several
lines of campaign, each of which is essential to success:

1. By continuing the appeal which for forty-five years without
cessation the National Association has made upon Congress to enact an
amendment to the National Constitution, submitting for ratification to
the State legislatures a bill enfranchising women, and by using every
just means within our power to secure action upon it.
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By Congressional District organization, such as has been set in
motion by our National Congressional Committee and which has proved
so successful during the past year.

By the organization of enfranchised women, who, through direct
political activity in their own States and within their own political
parties, may become efficient factors in national conventions and in Con-
gress. These organized enfranchised women might hecome of incalcul-
able service in campaign States by furnishing trained speakers who can
meet and refute the misstatements of the opponents and by preparing
authenticated statements in answer to the untrue and garbled reports of
conditions where women vote.

4. By increasing the number of enfranchised States through the
referendum which is the method thus far that has produced the only
practical results.

These are the plans of the campaign which seem opening before our
Association for the coming year. Faith, zeal, enthusiasm, publicity,
spectacular display, all have their places, but what is demanded is work,
hard work, day by day and by night, systematic plans of campaign,
organization along political lines, ammunition with which to antidote the
poisonous and scandalous attacks of the enemy, with a well-trained
and well-informed and loyal army of workers, equipped for any form
of offensive or defensive attack from forces within or from foes
without.

FAREWELL.

[n laying down my responsibility as your President, there is one
subject upon which I wish to speak, and I ask your patient indulgence.
If T were asked what has been the cause of most if not all of the

difficulties which have arisen in our work, I would reply a failure to
recognize the obligations which loyalty demands of the members of
association fto its officers and to its own expressed will. It is unquestion-

an

ably the duty of the members of an organization, when after in cof-
vention assembled certain measures are voted and certain duties lai
upon its officers, to uphold the officers in the performance of those
duties and to aid in every reasonable way to carry out the will of the
Association, as expressed by the Convention. It is the duty also of any
officer or committee to carry out the will of the Association unless con-
ditions subsequently arise to make the obedience injurious to its hest
interests.

Loyalty demands that, if an officer or member cannot conscientiously
advocate a measure or policy decided upon by the Convention, she shall
not by word or deed interfere with the other officers in carrying out the
officially expressed will of the Association. If, however, she is so con-
scientiously opposed to the measure that she feels she must oppose if,
she should withdraw from the Association and refrain from creating
internal contentions and discord.

The officer or the member of a committee who uses the position
which the Association has conferred upon her to oppose or disrupt the
body, or who uses the machinery of the organization or deflects the
finances to build up a conflicting group which she may use when she no
longer desires to remain with the organization, is false to every ethical
principle which should control official relations within an organization
No organization can prosper without loyalty to the will and policy of the
whole, and, when its officers seek to carry out its plans, they should be
supported and encouraged by those who have laid upon them the obli-
gation of service, By this I do not mean that the officials should receive
undue recognition or all that they do or say shall be considered wise
or just, but loyalty demands that criticism and advice shall be delivered
directly to them since they more than all the others are held responsible
for carrying out the policy and instructions of the convention.

Again, when the convention votes a budget, it should feel responsible
either for providing the means to carry it out or for opening up avenues
of appeal through which the officers may secure the means.

Without loyalty, co-operation and friendly, helpful support in her
work, no officer can successfully perform her duty nor worthily serve
the best interests of the Association. I earnestly appeal to the members
of this body to give to the incoming Board of Officers the loyalty and
helpful support which will greatly lighten their arduous task of serving
our cause and bringing it to final victory.

In saying farewell to you as your President, I find it impossible to
express my high appreciation and gratitude to you for your loyal support,
vour unfailing kindness, your patience with my mistakes, and especially
the affectionate regard you have shown me through all these years of
toil and of achievement together. The memory of your sacrifices for
our cause, your devotion to our Association, and your unwearied patience
in disappointment and delay will give to the remaining years of my life
its crowning joy of happy memories.
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A NATIONAL AMENDMENT
FOR WOMAN SUFFRAGE

By IpAa HusTEDp HARPER

The movement for woman suffrage is now
approaching its last stage, the goal of the
early workers, which it has been left for the
third generation to attain. A number of
outposts have had to be taken, a wvast
amount of educational effort has been neces-
sary to create a sentiment in favor of Con-
gressional action on this matter of universal
concern. Much work will still have to be
done but the progress is sufficient to demon-
strate that an amendment to the National
Constitution for the enfranchisement of
women is a certainty of the near future.

The first convention to consider the
Rights of Women was called by Lucretia
Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others in
1848, to meet at Seneca Falls in Western
New York, Mrs. Stanton’s home. In 1851
the work was taken up by Susan B. Anthony,
destined to be its supreme leader for the
next half century. Meetings soon began to
take place and societies to be formed in vari-
ous States, so that by 1861 there was a well-
defined movement toward woman suffrage.
Large conventions were held annually in
Eastern and Western cities, in which the
most prominent men and women partici-
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pated. The commencement of the Civil
War ended all efforts for t his purpose and its
leaders devoted lhunml\u for the next five
years to the women’s part of every war. In
1866 Mrs. Stanton and Miss Anthony issued
a call for the scattered forces to come to-
gether in convention in New York C ity, and
here began the movement for woman suf-
frage w lmil has continued without a break.
In the earlier days there had been no
lhrmUhI of enfranc hlmw women in any way
except through the submission of the ques-
tion to the voters by the Legislature of each
State, but now Congress, for the purpose of
giving the ballot to the recently freed negro
men, was about to submit an amendment to
the .\':mon‘\] Constitution. This conven-
tion was called to protest against “class
legislation” and demand that women should
be included. It adopted a Memorial to Con-
gress, prepared by Mrs. Stanton, which con-
L'mlt-rl a portion of Charles Sumner’s great
speech, “Equal Rights for AlL” and was a
complete statement of woman’s right to the
tmnchm In Miss Anthony’s address she
said: “Up to this hour we have looked only
to State action for ILL(‘!Q’]HI]E)H of our 1whl~
but now, by the results of the war, the whole
question of suffrage reverts to Congress and
the United States Constitution. The duty
of Congress at this moment is to declare
what shall be the true basis of representation
in a republican form of government.”

FOR WOMAN SUFFRAGE 3

The petitions which during the preceding
winter had been sent to Congress represented
the first effort ever made for an amendment
to the Federal Constitution for woman suf-
frage, and the action of this convention
marked the first organized demand—May 10,
1866. At this time the American Equal Rights
Association was formed. The following
month the 14th Amendment was submitted
by Congress for the ratification of the State
Legislatures, and it was declared adopted by
the necessary three-fourths in July, 1868.

By this amendment the status of citizen-
ship was for the first time definitely estab-
lished—“All persons born or naturalized in
the United States and subject to the juris-
diction thereof are citizens.” This plainly
put men and women on an exact equality as
to citizenship. Then followed the broad
statement: ‘“No state shall make or enforce
any law which shall abridge the privileges or
immunities of citizens of the United States.”
This also seemed to guarantee the equal
richts of men and women. It was the
second section which aroused the advocates
of suffrage for women to vigorous protest :

“Section 2. Representatives shall be ap-
portioned among the several States according
to their respective numbers, counting the
whole number of persons in each state, ex-
cluding Indians not taxed. But when the
right to vote at any election for the choice of
electors for President and Vice-President of
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the United States, Representatives in Con-
gress, the Executive and Judicial officers of
a State, or the members of the Legislature
thereof, is denied to the male inhabitants of
such State, being 21 years of age, and citizens
of the United States, or in any way abridged,
except for participation in rebellion or other
crime, the basis of representation therein
shall be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male citizens shall bear to
the whole number of male citizens 21 years
of age in such State.”

Up to this time there was no mention of
susfrage in the Federal Constitution except
the provision for electing members of the
lower house of Congress, but now for the
first time it actually discriminated against
women by imposing a penalty on the States
for preventing men from voting but leaving
them entirely free to prohibit women. When
even this penalty proved insufficient to pro-
tect negro men in their attempts to vote,
Congress in 1869 submitted a 15th Amend-
ment which was declared ratified the fol-
lowing year: ‘“The right of citizens of the
United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of r: e, color or previous
condition of servitude.’

Again those who had been striving for two
decades to obtain suffrage for women pro-
tested by every means in their power against
this second discrimination. They mn_:lorcd
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and demanded that the word “sex” should
be included in this amendment, which would
have forever settled the question, just as the
omission of the word “male” in the 14th
Amendment would have settled it. The
most of the men who had stood by them in
their early struggles for the vote, when both
were working together for the freedom of the
slaves, now sacrificed them rather than im-
peril the political rights of the negro men.
Some of the women themselves were per-
suaded to abandon their opposition to these
amendments by the promise of the party
leaders that as soon as they were safely in-
trenched in the constitution another should
be placed there providing for woman suf-
frage. This promise they never tried to
keep and it still remains unfulfilled.

Miss Anthony and Mrs. Stanton were
never for one moment deceived or silenced,
but in their paper, The Revolution, they op-
posed these amendments as long as they
were pending. A single quotation will indi-
cate the tenor of their continuous protests:
“The proposed amendment for manhood
suffrage not only rouses woman’s prejudices
against the negro but on the other hand his
contempt and h(’JHlllll\' towards her.

While we fully appreciate the phﬂoqophv
that every extension of rights prepares the
way for greater freedom to new classes and
hastens the day of liberty to all, we at the
same time see the immediate effect of class
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enfranchisement to be greater tyranny and
abuse of those who have no voice in the
government. Had Irishmen been disfran-
chised in this country they would have made
common cause with the negro in fighting for
his rights, but when exalted above him they
proved his worst enemies. The negro will be
the victim for generations to come of the
prejudice engendered by making this a white
man’s government. While the enfranchise-
ment of each new class of white men was a
step toward his ultimate freedom, it in-
creased his degradation in the transition
period, and he touched the depths when all
men but himself were crowned with citizen-
ship. Just so with woman; while the en-
franchisement of all men hastens the day for
justice to her, it makes her degradation more
complete in the transition state. It is to
escape the added tyranny, persecutions, in-
sults, horrors which surely will be visited
upon her in the establishment of an aristoc-
racy of sex in this republic, that we raise our
indignant protest against this desecration
of woman in the pending amendment.”
Although the protests were in vain the
women had learned that they might be re-
lieved of the intolerable burden of having to
obtain the suffrage State by State through
permission of a majority of the individual
voters. They had seen an entire class en-
franchised through the quicker and easier
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way of amending the Federal Constitution,
and they determined to invoke this power in
their own behalf. From the office of The
Rewvolution in the autumn of 1868 went out
thousands of petitions to be signed and sent
to Congress for the submission of an amend-
ment to enfranchise women. Immediately
after its assembling in December, 1868, Sen-
ator S. C. Pomeroy, of Kansas, introduced a
resolution providing that “the basis of suf-
frage shall be that of citizenship, and all
native or naturalized citizens shall enjoy the
same rights and privileges of the elective
franchise, but each State shall determine the
age, etc.” A few days later Representative
George W. Julian, of Indiana, offered one in
the House which declared: “The right of
suffrage shall be based on citizenship . . .
and all citizens, native or naturalized, shall
enjoy this right equally . . . without any
distinction or discrimination founded on
sex.” These were the first propositions ever
made in Congress for woman suffrage by
National Amendment.

In order to impress Congress with the
seriousness of the demand, a convention—
the first of its kind to meet in the National
Capital—was held in Washington in Janu-
ary, 1869, It continued several days with
large audiences and an array of eminent
speakers, including Lucretia Mott, Clara
Barton, Mrs. Stanton, a number of men and
Miss Anthony, the moving spirit of the




10 A NATIONAL AMENDMENT

Supreme Court of the United States

(Minor vs. Happersett). He presented an
able and exhaustive argument but an ad-
verse decision was rendered March 29, 1875.

The women then returned to the original
demand for a 16th Amendment, which in-
deed many of them, including Miss Anthony
and Mrs. Stanton, never had entirely aban-
doned. Beginning with 1870 Congressional
committees had granted a hearing on woman
suffrage every winter, even though no reso-
lution was before them. Under the auspices
of the National Association, petitions by the
tens of thousands poured into Congress,
which were publicly presented. Finally on
January 10, 1878, Senator A. A. Sargent,
of California, offered the following joint
resolution: “The right of citizens of the
United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any
State on account of sex.”

I'he Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions granted a hearing which consumed a
part of two days, with the large Senate re-
ception room filled to overflowing and the
corridors crowded. Extended hearings were
given also by the House committee, and con-
stitutional arguments of the highest order
were made by noted women in attendance
at the national suffrage convention. And
yet the Senate committee reported adversely
and the ]Iou-c committee not at all.,

This took place nearly forty years ago.
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Senator Sargent’s amendment, which during
the 63d Congress was known as the Bristow-
Mondell Amendment, has been presented
to every Congress during this period and
lu"nmun have been granted by committees
of every one. The women who have made
their pleadings and arguments simply to
persuade these committees to give a favor-
able report and bring the question before
their respective Houses for debate, have com-
prised the most distinguished this country
has produced. It is only by reading their
addresses in the History of Woman Sul].’r;tge
that one can form an idea of their masterly
exposition of laws and constitution, their
logic, strength and often-times deep pathos.

There are in the pages of history many
detached speeches of rare eloquence for the
rights of man, but nowhere else is there so
long unbroken a record of appeals for these
rights—the rights of man and woman.
Again and again at the close of the suffrage
hearings the chairman and members of the
committee have said that none on other
questions equalled them in dignity and
ability. From 1878 to 1896 there were five
favorable majority reports from Senate
committees and two from House commit-
tees, and nine adverse reports. After this,
when Miss Anthony no longer spent her
winters in Washington, none of any kind
was made until the movement for woman
suffrage entered a new era in 1914,
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whole. In response Congress the next
month submitted the 15th Amendment with
even a stronger discrimination against
women than the 14th contained.

The annual gatherings of the Equal Rights
Association had been growing more and
more stormy while the 14th and 15th Amend-
ments were pending and the point was
reached where any criticism of them made
by the women was met by their advocates
with hisses and denunciation. Finally at the
meeting of May 12, 1869, in New York City,
with Mrs. Stanton presiding, an attempt was
made, led by Frederick Douglass, to force
through a resolution of endorsement. Miss
Anthony opposed it in an impassioned
speech in which she said: “If you will not
give the whole loaf of justice to the entire
people, then give it first to women, to the
most intelligent and capable of them at
least. . . . If Mr. Douglass has noticed who
applauded when he said black men first and
white women afterwards, he would have
seen that it was only the men.”

The men succeeded in wresting the control
of the convention from the women, who then
decided that the time had come for them to
have their own organization and endeavor to
have the question of their enfranchisement
considered entirely on its own merits. Three
days later, at the Women’s Bureau in East
23rd Street, where now the Metropolitan
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Life Building stands, with representatives
present from nineteen States, the National
Woman Suffrage Association was formed.
Mrs. Stanton was made president, Miss
Anthony chairman of the executive com-
mittee. One hundred women became mem-
bers that evening and here was begun the
organized work for an Amendment to the
Federal Constitution to confer woman suf-
frage which was to continue without ceasing
for more than forty years.

Before the work for a 16th Amendment
was fairly organized, however, a number of
members of Congress and constitutional
lawyers took the ommul that women were
<LII‘(_"1(]\ enfranchised by the first clause of
the 14th Amendment. At the convention
held at St. Louis in the autumn of 1869,
Francis Minor, a prominent lawyer of that
city, presented this question so convincingly,
that the newly formed National Association
took up and conducted an active campaign
in its favor for several years. In 1872
women tried to vote in a number of States
and in some of them were successful. Miss
Anthony’s vote was accepted in Rochester,
N. Y., and later she was arrested, charged
with a crime, tried by a Justice of the U. S.
Supreme Court and fined $100.00. The
inspectors in St. Louis refused to register
Mrs. Minor, she brought suit against them_.
and her husband carried the case to the
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One significant event, however, occurred

]

during this time. Largely through the
efforts of Senator Henry W. Blair, of New
Hampshire, the resolution for a 16th Amend-
ment was brought before the Senate. A fter
a long and earnest discussion the vote on
January 25, 1887, resulted in 16 ayes, all
Republican; 34 nays, eleven Republican,
twenty-three Democratic ; twenty-six absent.

It soon became apparent to the leaders of
the movement that there would have to be a
good deal of favorable action by the States
before Congress would give serious consid-
eration to this question, and therefore under
the auspices of the National Association,
they have continuously helped with money
and work the campaigns for securing the suf-
frage by amendment of State constitutions.
Miss Anthony herself took part in seven such
campaigns, only to see all of them end in
failure. Up to 1910 there had been at least
twenty and only two had been successful—
Colorado, 1893 ; Idaho, 1896 ; Wyoming and
Utah had come into the Union with equal
suffrage in their constitutions, but all were
sparsely settled States whose influence on
Congress was slight. Commercialism had
become the dominating force in politics and
moral issues were crowded into the back-
ground,

[n 1910 an insurgent movement developed
in Congress and extended into various States
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to throw off the party yoke and adopt pro-
gressive measures. One of its first fruits was
the granting of suffrage to women in the
State of Washington. Under the same in-
fluence the women of California were enfran-
chised in 1911, a far-reaching victory. In
1912 Oregon, Arizona and the well populated
State of Kansas adopted woman suffrage.
In 1913 the Legislature of Alaska gave votes
to women, and that of Illinois granted all the
suffrage possible without a referendum to the
electors, including municipal, county and that
for presidential electors. In 1914 Nevada
and Montana completed the enfranchise-
ment of women in the western part of the
United States, over a third of the whole area.

The effect upon Congress of the addition
of this vast body of between three and four
million women to the electorate was im-
mediately apparent. A woman suffrage
amendment to the Federal Constitution had
suddenly become a live issue. The national
Association appointed a committee to re-
main in Washington and look after its in-
terests. A circumstance greatly in its favor
was the shattering of the traditional idea
that the Federal Constitution must not be
further amended, by the adoption of two
new Articles—for an income tax and the
election of U. S. Senators by popular vote.

At the opening of the 63d Congress the
chairmanship of the Committee on Woman
Suffrage instead of being filled by an “anti,”
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as heretofore, was given to Senator Charles

Thomas, of Colorado, always an ardent
suffragist, and a friendly committee was
appointed. There were now eighteen mem-
bers of the Senate with women constituents
and several million women were eligible to
vote, so that it was possible to bring to bear
a pressure which had never before existed.
Many of the large newspapers and a con-
siderable public sentiment had now become
favorable. The committee reported the bill
with but one dissenting voice. The extended
discussion was conducted by Senator Henry
F. Ashurst, of Arizona, and the vote on
March 19, 1914, stood, ayes, 35; nays, 34;
lacking eleven of a two-thirds majority.
Twenty Republicans, one Progressive and
fourteen Democrats voted aye ; twelve Repub-
licans and twenty-two Democrats voted no.

The struggle to secure a vote in the House
of Representatives was long and difficult.
Many committee hearings were held; the
Democratic caucus declined to allow it to
come before the House ; the Judiciary Com-
mittee for a long time refused to report it and
finally did so without recommendation. At
last, however, under the leadership of the
Hon. Frank W. Mondell, of Wyoming, it was
brought to a vote January 12, 1915, after a
discussion that lasted ten hours—174 ayes,
204 nays. Eighty-six Democrats and eighty-
eight "Lpuhl]c:nh and Progressives voted
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aye; 171 Democrats and thirty-three Re-
publicans voted no.

The effort will continue without cessation
until such an amendment is submitted. One
has only to make a superficial study of cam-
paigns for amending State constitutions to
recognize the cruel burdens they put upon
women. If after all the expenditure of labor,
time and money they had a fair chance they
might be more willing to undertake the task,
but no class striving for any object ever
faced such obstacles. They find arrayed
against them the corporate interests that
oppose any further increase of voters; the
liquor interests with their vast capital and
the immense number of votes they control;
all the forces of evil that prey on society ; the
party “machines” that look with dread on
this new element in politics; the large body
of foreign men that come from countries
where they are born and bred in the belief
of woman’s inferiority, and that large num-
ber of narrow-minded, non-progressive
American men who believe woman'’s sphere
was fixed in the Garden of Eden.

This is the electorate which women must
face after an effort usually of years to per-
suade the Legislature to submit the question.
They must strain every nerve to raise the
necessary funds; they must leave their
homes and spend months in the hardest
campaigning, subject to humiliations they
would not meet in going to the polls for a
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lifetime, and when election day comes they
cannot cast a single vote on the measure for
which they have toiled. An adverse major-
ity, no matter how small, sends them back to
the very beginning of the struggle.

There have been altogether over thirty-
five of these campaigns and victories in only
nine as the meager result. In 1914 there
were seven campaigns and only two success-
ful. In 1915 there were four, with no new
state won for equal suffrage, although over
a million votes were cast in its favor. Amer-
ican men in the full enjoyment of a fran-
chise which has cost them nothing whatever
have no right to require this sacrifice of
American women. They should demand of
Congress the submission of an amendment
to the National Constitution which will free
women from the unbearable conditions of an
appeal to the individual voters with their
secret ballot, and enable them to carry their
case to the Legislatures and have it decided
there. This would not be an interference
with States’ rights, for the question would be
decided in each by the body elected to repre-
sent the people, and indirectly by the men of
the State, for they alone elect the Legisla-
ture. Suffragists throughout the country
have become thoroughly aroused to the sit-
uation and henceforth will concentrate their
forces on Congress until it submits a Na-
tional Amendment.




An American Plank
for

An American Platform




AN AMERICAN PLANK FOR AN
AMERICAN PLATFORM

T is contrary to every idea of a democ-
racy, to every principle of a republic,
to every instinct of American manhood,

that one-half the citizens should have
absolute power to withhold from the other
half the right to a voice in their own govern-
ment, but since American women are facing
this condition they have no recourse but an
appeal to American men’s strong sense of
fair play and a square deal.

This appeal seldom fails when men are
left to follow their natural instincts of
respect and friendship for women.

This sentiment, however, may be affected
when they come to decide the question of
woman suffrage by the question whether
it would be for the best interests of their
party.

bince the beginning of the movement
for woman suffrage over sixty years ago it
has been kept on a perfectly non-partisan
basis and not in a single State campaign
has there been a departure from this

standard.

Woman suffrage where it exists has not
come suddenly as a radical experiment but
gradually through a process of evolution.




A form of government which is in opera-
tion in twelve States certainly offers an
opportunity to prove every assertion in its
favor or disfavor.

In all of these States there is an excess
of men and if they were dissatisfied with
equal suffrage they could alone get rid of it.
If the women found it too heavy a burden
or believed it was against the best interests
of the community they could quickly call
enough men to their assistance to abolish
it, but never in a single State have they
considered such action.

Wyoming as a Territory experimented
with woman suffrage twenty-one years and
its convention to frame a constitution for
Statehood incorporated it without a dis-
senting voice.

Women voted seventeen years in Utah
while it was a Territory and equal suffrage
was included in the new State constitution
by a convention composed of both Gentiles
and Mormons and adopted at the polls by
an enormous majority.

Women were enfranchised in Colorado
by a law which was passed upon by the
electors. Eight vears later an amend-
ment was submitted which would entrench
this in the constitution and it received a
majority three times larger than the
original statute.

The partial suffrage for women of II-
linois was granted by act of the Legislature
in 1913. It could have been repealed by a
bare majorityin 1915 but it was so evidently

approved by public sentiment that no such
move was contemplated.

[f any State had adopted a measure
which was not only failing to do what was
expected of it but was proving a public and
private injury would the neighboring States
deliberately make this same measure a part
of their constitution?

Every State which has enfranchised its
women has bordered on one where the
experiment had been made.

Here is the list in chronological order:—
Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Idaho, Wash-
ington, California, Oregon, Arizona, Kan-
sas, Nevada, Montana. Does not this fact
in itself answer conclusively the assertions
of the opponents that woman suffrage is
against the best interests of the State, that
it contributes nothing to the public good,
that it disrupts the home, that it makes
the women masculine?

Have men in other sections of the
country any right to assume that the men
of these Western States are not as deeply
interested as themselves in good govern-
ment for their communities, as desirous for
the welfare of the home, the womanliness
of women? Isit only the men of the West
who have sufficient confidence in their
women to entrust them with the power of
the ballot? And is it only Western women
who are worthy of this trust?

Why Discuss Theories When You
Have the Facts?




Colorado

Full Suffrage Granted in 1893
One of Colorado’s biggest assets is her
voting public which consists of intelligent
women as well as men. The public like
theindividual is notinfallible, but the voters
can point to advanced legislation along
every humane line. In all reforms the wo-
men have taken an active part and im-
portant movements often have had their
inception in small gatherings of public-
spirited women, who were willing and able
to give time to forwarding questions which
at first sight men may have deemed un-

important.
GEORGE A. CARLSON,

Governor.

Utah
Full Suffrage Granted in 1895

The women of Utah generally avail them-
selves of the franchise and their participa-
tion in government affairs has been of an
uplifting nature.  They wisit the polling
places and hold office with assurance of
most respectful and courteous considera-
tion. . . ... The women and women’s or-
ganizations have been active in promoting
legislative measures tending to moral up-
lift, and they have been particularly active
in securing our splendid Juvenile Court
code, the nine-hour law for women and
many other measures of an advanced
nature.

No record is kept as to the percentage
but I judge that quite as many women avail
themselves of the franchise as do men.
Women served have in both branches of
the Legislature with ability and have been
elected to county and municipal offices and
discharged their duties with a high degree
of efficiency.

WILLIAM HAY,

Governor.

Idaho
Full Suffrage Granted in 1896

The women of Idaho are not politicians
or place-hunters, but they are independent,
intelligent and honest and are the most po-
tent force for good government and civic
righteousness. Their interests lie at the
foundation of civilization and of American
institutions—the home—the family—the
school—the church and the civic environ-
ment—these are the things which their bal-
lot cherishes and protects inviolate.

To the refining influence of the women
[ wholly attribute the cleansing of our poll-
ing places and the purity of our ballot.
Woman suffrage, instead of contaminating
women, has elevated and ennobled man-
hood. There is absolutely no sentiment in
Idaho for the repeal of woman suffrage
such a measure would fail to carry a single
county in the State.

W. ALEXANDER,

Governor.




Washington
Full Suffrage Granted in 1910

I know of no one who favored giving the
women of the State the right to vote who
oday opposes it, and large numbers of
hose who were opp(« sed to the constitution-
al amendment when it was before the people
are today in favor of it. The results have
certainly indicated that the women have
assisted, rather than otherwise, in bringing
about a better condition in public affairs.

[ am sure that any suggestion to change
back to the old system would receive but
little encouragement from the voters of
Washington.

i
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ERNEST LISTER,
(Governor.
California
Full Suffrage Granted in 1911

Since its adoption equal suffrage in Cali-
fornia has been put to the most thorough
and severe test. Every conceivable sort of
election has been heldinthe past three years
and women have been called upon to exer-
cise their new privilege and perform their
added duty not alone in the usual fashion
but in various primaries, including one for
presidential preference; also in local option
elections. They have been compelled to
pass upon laws and governmental policies
presented to the electorate by the initiative
and referendum. The women have met the
test and equal suffrage in California has
fully justified itself. In 1910 by a very

narrow margin the amendment carried.
Were it again to be submitted the vote in
its favor would be overwhelming.
HIRAM W. JOHNSON,
Gouvernor.
Oregon
Full Suffrage Granted in 1912

[t gives me real pleasure to say that equal
suffrage is proving a boon to this State. I
think that by their interest and their con-
tinued political activity the women of Ore-
gon are demonstrating the fallacy of the
statement, often advanced, that once they
received the ballot women would be loath
to exercise their rights and live up to their
political responsibilities. To my mind wo-
man suffrage will prove a real benefit to
this State and will ultimately be universal
throughout the United States.

JAMES WITHYCOMBE,
Governor.
Arizona
Full Suffrage Granted in 1912

Since the women of Arizona were en-
franchised their influence and activity have
been potent factors in governmental affairs
and in maintaining a high standard of citi-
zenship. . . . . . The women electors have
evinced an intelligent and praiseworthy in-
terest in public affairs and none of the evils
so loudly predicted by the opponents of
equal suffrage during the campaign of 1912
have become apparent since women ac-
quired the right to vote.




Arizona’s experience with equal suffrage
in practice is most assuredly a vindication
of women's struggle for enfranchisement
and bears me out fully in the plea I am
making for the women of New York.

GEO. W. P. HUNT,

Governor.
Kansas
Full Suffrage Granted in 1912

The extension of equal suffrage to the
women of Kansas is one of the biggest
things the men of Kansas have ever done

-and Kansas men are accustomed to doing
big things. Kansas gave her women school
suffrage and liked it. Afterwards she gave
them municipal suffrage and liked it better.
Afterwards she gave them full suffrage and
likked it best. It has had immediate effect
for good; it has impelled all political par-
ties to include in their program and plat-
form humanitarian projects and moral is-
sues which previously they had ignored.
It has made a most careful selection of
nominees. It is already having wholesome
effect in cleansing the state of spoilsman
politics and is making for higher ideals in
both public and private life.

Enemies of woman suffrage are making
desperate efforts to give circulation to the
misstatement that the good women do not
embrace the opportunity to use the ballot
even when it is given to them. Nothing
is farther from the truth so far as Kansas
is concerned. At the general election held

in this State last November, which was the
first time the women of Kansas had the
opportunity to exercise their full right of
citizenship—a right which long ago should
have been theirs—nearly as large a propor-
tion of the women went to the polls and
voted as did the men. The good women
of Kansas, than whom there is no more
intelligent body anywhere in the whole
world, voted and voted right, nor did their
vote always tally with that of the men of
the house. They worked for the right to
vote and they knew how to use that right.
They had demanded all during the campaign
that the candidates should stand and work
for certain things—clean things, uplifting
things—and they voted for the men who
stood for those things. And when they had
registered their approval or disapproval of
the candidates on the ballot, they went
back to their business—their children and
their homes—just as the men went back to
their stores, their offices and their shops.

What the women do in Kansas, the wo-
men will do in New York. We can trust
the women. They know how to protect
their homes. I am for national woman suf-
frage.

ARTHUR CAPPER,

Governor.

Territory of Alaska
Full Suffrage Granted in 1913

Although the women of Alaska were only
given the right to vote in 1913 they are




already an important factor in the political
affairs of the Territory. The influence
they exert is for good and it is exerted

o
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along the lines of better government and
the development of good citizenship.
J. B. S. STRONG,
Governor.
Illinois

Presidential and Municipal Suffrage
in 1913

I favor woman suffrage and two years
ago signed a law passed by our Legislature
giving very liberal suffrage rights to the wo-
men in the State of Illinois. After two years
experience with the law, I am still in favor
of woman suffrage and believe it for the
best interest of the community.

There is no strong sentiment in this State
for the repeal of the Woman Suffrage Law.
On the contrary there is an agitation in
favor of extending the rights of women to
vote for all offices. Under the present law
women can vote for all municipal offices, all
offices not enumerated in the Constitution
of the State and upon all questions of public
policy.

E. F. DUNNE,
Governor.
Montana
Full Suffrage Granted in 1914

We have had short time to observe the
working of the new order, but Montana
women are giving numerous evidences of
intelligent interest and a determination to

measure up to their new responsibilities.
[ believe beneficial results will follow.
S. V. STEWART,
Governor.
Nevada
Full Suffrage Granted in 1914

Since November numerous incorporated
municipalities have held elections through-
out the State but no state-wide elections
have been held. For the municipal election
a very large percentage of the women en-
titled to vote registered and the great ma-
jority of those who registered voted. The
women of the State ve taken an active
and intelligent interest in all public ques-
tions and have shown no tendency toward
revolutionary methods in government. 1
have been an observer of equal suffrage in
adjoining western States where after a trial
of the system covering years no one seri-
ously considers a return to the old order
of things.

Men are more numerous than women
here and there is no place in the world
where women are held in higher respect
than in the West. We have given western
women suffrage as a matter of simple jus-
tice and the women themselves have em-
braced the right to a voice in public affairs
in such a manner as to effectively disprove
the silly argument that they could not use
this voice without a sacrifice of their wo-
manly qualities.

EMMET D. BOYLE,

Governor.




TWELVE REASONS
WHY WOMEN SHOULD VOTE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

BECAUSE

those who obey the laws should
help to choose those who make
the laws.

laws affect women as much as
men.

laws which affect WOMEN are
now passed without consulting
them.

laws affecting CHILDREN
should include the woman’s
pointof view as wellas the man’s.

laws affecting the HOME are
voted on in every session of
the Legislature.

women have experience which
would be helpful to legislation.
to deprive women of the vote
is to lower their position in
common estimation.

having the vote would increase
the sense of responsibility
among women towards questions
of public importance.

public spirited mothers make
public spirited sons.

about 8,000,000 women in the
United States are wage workers,
and the conditions under which
they work are controlled by law.
the objections against their hav-
ing the vote are based on preju-
dice, not on reason.

to sum up all reasons in one—
IT IS FOR THE COMMON
GOOD OF ALL.

National American Woman Sufirage Association
171 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK
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MUST WOMEN VOTERS SERVE ON JURIES?
S —

BY MARY SUMNER BOYD.

In the last Nebraska campaign Representative
Slabaugh speaking for the antis, made much of
enforced jury service by women voters. The
word male in the Nebraska Jury Law had been
pointed out hy women suffragists, but this
gentleman held that “even where male appears,
it would be stricken out in consonance with Lhe
spirit of woman suffrage. In all states where
woman suffrage prevails women are compelled
Lo serve on juries.”

This is a stoek contention of the antis wher-
ever woman suffrage is agitated. Woman suf-
fragists themselves have, for the most part,
supposed that with the g ‘anting of political
rights to women went the same civil responsi-
bilities as were horne by the other half of the
electorate. They have simply maintained that
the discretionary power given fo magistrates
would prevent compulsory Jury Duty from
bearing too heavily; that family duties and in
some cases sex alone would be accepted as a
sufficient excuse from service.

Most suffragists have assumed that women do
actually serve on juries in all the suffrage
states. As a matter of fact, in some of those
states they do serve legally, in others they do
not, and never have; and in still others they did
S0 serve for a time, drawn by local magistrates
actually in contravention of the law.

In only one equal suffrage state, Idaho, has
the word man or male in the Jury Law been so
interpreted as to force jury duty on women, and
in this state, the compulsion is largely theo-
retical.

“Women are not excluded from jury duty,”
writes the Attorney General of Idaho, “either
by constitutional provision or by statute, nor
can they be exempt if they plead sex, and they
may be forced to serve upon exactly the same
terms as men. As to the proportion of women
who serve on juries, I will say that very rarely
indeed do women serve, and usually only in
some case before the Justice of the Peace or
Probate Judge, where the probabilities are that
it will not be necessary for the jury to remain
out for any length of time . . . In practice, if
summoned as jurors, it is more than likely that
the Judge would accept an excuse and relieve
them from duty.”

There are only four other equal suffrage
states in which women are even permitted fo




serve on jury. These are Kansas, Nevada, Utah
and Washington. Of these, in Nevada no
women have as yet been drawn.

“In Kansas,” says the Attorney General,
“women are exempt if they plead sex. How-
ever, they may serve, if they desire to and
qualify.” So willing have the women been to
serve that they defeated a bill designed ex-
pressly to exempt them.

such a bill as was defeated in Kansas has
actually become law in Utah. The District At-
torney writes: “There is nothing in the Con-
stitution or laws of this State which would
prevent a woman from aeting as a juror, pro-
viding she is a citizen of the United States, over
the age of twenty-one years, can read and write
the English language, has the required statutory
residence, is a tax-payer in the State and is of
reputable sound mind and discretion, and not
disabled in body so as to be unable to serve as
such. However, I’)Ur a statute a female citizen
is expressly exempt from jury duty. I have
never known of women to be called for such
service.”

Washington, up to 1911, belonged to the larg-
est group of equal suffrage states, those which
exclude women from jury service. The decision
of the SBupreme Court of Washington (Harland
vs. Territory, 13 Pac. 453) is quoted as final by
the eight equal suffrage states which still do
not allow women, as electors, to serve on jury,
and maintain that speecial legislation is neces-
sary to extend this right fo them. In 1911 such
legislation was passed in Washington and
women now serve unless they wish to plead
sex. Sec. 2, of the Jury Law of 1911 provides,
however, that women “shall not be compelled
to serve.”?

As to the actual service of women on Wash-
ington juries the Attorney General has this
to say: “We may say that our experience is
that, although women are privileged to refuse
to serve on juries, many of them do serve. We
have no information at hand wherewith to
make any reliable estimate of the actual pro-
portion serving, but would guess roughly thal
about one-fourth of the jurors who serve are
women.”

Arizona, Alaska, Colorado and Montana have
not “stricken out the word male in consonance
with the spirit of woman suffrage.” They have
retained it in all its very special meaning in
the Jury Law. Ior the common law word
homo 1is only in this connection interpreted
male. “Under the word homo,” says Black-

9

stone in explanation of the jury law, “though a
word common to both sexes, the female is how-
ever excluded propter defectum serus.”

Profiting by the position taken in Washing-
ton these four states maintain that special
legislation will be necessary fo give woman
voters the right to serve on jury. The Attornes
Generals’ statements follows :

Montana: “Women are not qualified as jurors
In any case.”

Colorado: “Only men are eligible for service
on juries.”

Arizona: “Our law does not provide for
women serving on juries.”

Alaska: “Women are excluded by the terms
of the jury law.”

It will come as a surprise to many that Cali-
fornia, Wyoming, Illinois and Oregon. where
women juries have actually tried cases, are also
to be added to the number of equal suffrage
states in which women are excluded from jursy
serviece.

The Distriet Attorney of California and Illi-
nois send this department copies of lengthy
opinions given out for the instruction of Dis-
trict Attorneys on this point. These are based
largely on the Harland decision. The general
argument of the California official follows:
“The amendment to the State Constitution
granting the elective franchise to women deall
with their political rights and duties, and with
them alone. The constitutional amendment
has no bearing on the vights of citizenshin of
women, but deals with their rights of suffrage
only. If the Statute which fixed the qualifica-
tions of jurors inlended to impose the duty of
jury serviee upon women it was effective for
that purpose at the time of its adoption in 1872
and the effect of the Statute is not changed by
the constitutional amendment relating to suf-
frage. I am of the opinion that it was the in-
tention of the Legislature to follow the com-
monly accepted custom and usage in this re-
gard, and that consequently it was not intended
fo impose the duty of jury service upon women
and thatl, without express legistation to that
effect, they are not qualified fo act as such.”

In regard to the cases of women jurors, who
in the early days of woman suffrage did actually
sit at San Mateo and other places, the Atfornex
General of California has this to say: “In
various instances women have sat upon juries
in this state, but as heretofore said it is the
opinion of this office that under the laws of this
State women are not qualified to sit as jurors.’

2
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Since the rendition of his opinion, attempls
llave been made by women to meel their handi
cap—defectum serus—hby appropriate legisla
tion in the last session of the California legis-
lature; but these attempts have so far been
unsuceessful.

The District Attorney of Illinois has also de-
ltvered a lengthy opinion adverse to women
jurors  without special legislation. This
opinion is based on somewhat the same grounds
as in California. Bul since suffrage was given
in Hlinois by legislation and not by amendment
he discusses whether the terms of the sulfrage
law of 1913 and the earlier school suffrage
law ean be regarded as involving jury duty by
statute. He maimtains that the school suffrage acl
could just as well be interpreted Lo involve this
duty as the acl of 1913. Says he: “Neither
of the acts granting to women limited sullrage,
incorporates into its Litle anything thatl relales
to jurors or their gualifications, and hence any
amendment by implieation, lo another law thern
exisbing, relating to jurors, could not have been
in the contemplation of the legislature when
thoy passed these sullrage acts.)

The only Hlinois Judge who did actually have
women jurors was Judege Owens, in cases in-
volving insane women. His juries are de-
seribed by Minnie F. Low, one of the jurors
Judge Owens, then (1913) presiding Judge of
the County Courl, who was intensely interested
i soeial work, and who felt that women jurors
sitting at the hearings of cases of insane
women could deeide the issues more inlelli-
wently, or at least as intelligently as men.
simply took upon himself the responsibilily
of appointing such women. This was
the method of procedure for more than a
yvear, until Judge Owen's term of oflice expired
and he failed to be re-elected. The present
Judge sitting in the same court has dispensed
with women jurors.” i

Of the legality of Judge Owen’s procedure,
the Atlorney General has this to say: 1 know
of no authority in this stale whieh authorizes
the empaneling of women as jurors, and I am
therefore at a loss to explain the legality ol
Judge Owen's procedure.”

Oregon is another state where Lhe Atforney
(reneral interprets the jury law to exclude
women. Of the juries of women which sal in
that State in the early dayvs o woman suffrag
he says simply that this was done “by agree-
ment of the parties.” Al present, jurors in
Oregon are “male eilizens.”

4

No women juries have sal in Wyoming since
1871. In the early vays of statehood, Justice
Howe [rankly took the law into his own hands.
He deliberately stretehed the right to vote to
cover jury duty and drew women on his juries,
on the ground that in the outlaw communities
of his stale, they were the only solid and reli-
able eitizens. His right to women jurors was
constantly questioned, and on one oceasion a
threat was made of carrying a case (o the
higher court. The Judge pointed oul that he
himself was on the Supreme Court and that the
majority on that Court were in sympathy with
his policies. “Well, in that case, your Honor,”
said the opponent, somewhal grewsomely, “as
judges do nob resign, there is a possibility of
Lheir dying, and all one can do is fo wail.”
Fortunately, it was only illness and not death
thal hrought Judge Howe's services in Wyoming
lo an end. With his withdeawal, came the end
of the Wyoming women jurors.

No Wyoming case has, as in Washington
hefore the new jury law, been deeided definitely
by the Supreme Court. One male prisoner in
(hat state did demand women jurors, but the
court decreed that the guestion could only be
decided in case a woman demanded trial by her
peers. A woman may make this demand some
day, but at the present time the Attorney Gen-
eral of Wyoming defines a juror in his state as
“a male citizen of the United States.”

The common law interpretation of home in
the jury law is perfeetly clear. Some of the
equal suffrage states recognized this from the
bheginning: others learned it from’ experience.
By the precedent set by the majority of the
suflrage states other states as they adopt
woman suffrage will be guided, One of the
first tasks before woman voters should be fo
pl a jury law like that of Washington on the
slatute books.

Jury Service by Women
ARIZONA No
ALASKA: No
CanronNia: No

Remurks.

In the early days of
woman suffrage local
magistrates at San
Mateo ete., withoul
consulting the law,
drew Women 011
juries, After this
practice was put an
end to an effort was
made (1915) to pa.s

COLORADD : Nu
IDAHO ; Compulsory

ILLINOIS :

KANSAS ! Permitted

MoxNTANA No
NEVADA Permitted

OREGON :
UTAH :
WasHINGTON : Permitted

I!_Jj act r;lf- ,’_J'_f“‘h‘hfh[}'a'

WyominGg: No

a law making .hem
eligible, but the bill
failed.

“Very rarely indeed
do women serve. In
practice, if  sum-
moned as jurors if is
more than likely thal
the judge would ac
cepl an excuse and
relieve them Ifrom
jury duty.’—Altfor-
ney General.

One Chicago judge,
during his year ol
office, and withoul
consulting ofliecial
opinion, drew women
juries, bul the prac-
fice has heen discon-
tinued.

Sex  serves as  an
exeuse from  jury
serviee.

No women have been
drawn as yel on
Nevada juries.

In speeial cases 1In
the early days Lhey
were drawn by loecal
magistrates,
Exempted by special
statute.

“Women shall nof
be compelled
serve.!” Sec. 2; of
Jury Law, 1911.
During territorial
period and first years
of woman sulfrage,
Justice Howe [re-
quently drew women
juries. He was warn-
ed that it was un-
constitutional and il
w a s discontinued
after his resignation

<
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If You Are a Working Man

hear a lot about frlends of the

full dinner pail; but do you know
any better friend than the woman
who fills it? Why shouldn’t your
wife or mother have the pris

of being a real citizen of the State j

she has the privilege of being a member of the

church?

Do you know that the one amendment
which passed in Wyoming at the 1914 election
was one to make provision for workmen’s
compensations? It carried by a vote of 24,258
to 3,915, and because of this vote the Legisla-
ture of 1915 was able to pass the working
men’s compensation act. Do you realize that

happened, was the first

Wyoming, where this
State to give women the vote? Do you know
that six other suffrage States, Washington,
fornia, Nevada, Arizona and
Kansas, have workmen’s compensation laws?
Women believe in justice for you. Do you
believe in justice for women?
Won't you vote for woman suffrage and
talk for it with your friends? Pass the word

along to help the women.

H ENRY BAILEY BT E-N ' E N 8
WOMAN'S JOURNAL AND SUFFRAGII NEWS
B OS5TON, MASSACHUSETTS
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VOTES FOR WOMEN
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