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kampelman, max n,
duck nests vs, penicillin

Dr, Don Charles DeVault, Ph.D, in Chemistry, former instructo
at the University of California and 2t 3Banford University, zuthor of
ten scholarly rusearch papers published at the age of 28 was selzed
In his lavoratory last month and arrested by federal marshalls as he
was engaged in rescarch td imprédve ti e methods of assaying nencillin,

He was charged with refuszing to perform work of nabional

importcance,

Ur, ~YeVault, a soft spoken, nild mannered scientist with a

conviction toav e mugt use iils selentific training in tﬁe Intureasts
. WO

of humanity, 1s a counsclentious objector, For the past mZras years
he has been the vietim of rellgious perszecution by the bureaucracy of
a war-aladed stebe wihilch has laprisoned ﬂﬁn, forced him to work in such
Jobs as ditch-digging, rueck driving, peeling the bark off logs and
building dick ponds add has prevented at every step hls efforts to
utilize his sclentific skills, in the struggle agalnst that persecution,

he has plited his selcentific zeal and a sensltive determined conscience,

In Jecember, 1045, alter Dr., DeVault had scerved a rartion
of a »rison sentence for refusing to report to tie Army on the grounds
that his conscentious scruples prevented him from particlpating in
war 1n any form, hs was naroled to a Jivilian Fublie %ervice labor

conscientious objectors at ilancos, Coluradn,

mores



kampelman -page 2

£% the cau,,.ha was forced to perform outslde labor at
unskilled jobs from 7330-3300 every day, six days a week, Determined,
howevar, 5o kesp his rescarch skill from wasting completsly, lr,
DeVault and another chemlst paroled to OPS, used whatever aspare time
they hos building a matesiifs laboratory bedide their beds in a 40
mar Gormibtory aad growing molds for penieillin, Vutside friends sent

them hedly needed chemlcal glasaware,

But even hers, the government wasn't satisfied and Or,

DeBault met difficnltics. The camp director was prone to turn out the
lights in the dormitory whlle th: men worke? at night and on two
occasions, ne made bis scientists move baelr apparatus fron one
locatisn 5o another, causing them to loas, each time, a week of
veluable work from t:e experiments. Minally, he was ord red Go leave
tae camp abt “ancos, separats from hils fellow szimntist, ateadon his
equipment and transfer to a (P9 camp in termfasik, #ilenlzgan, where
Selective dervies ls conscentrating conscicntious objgetors who will

not cooperate with ite forced labor systen,

-, : -

e transfer meant the loss of months of work. “ut again
Dp, DeVault started from t.ie beginning, “he men he left tehlind at
fianccs carciully oaCJGd and shipped the equipment to him, Using his
sparc Lime end with tiw aid of other COs in camp, ne r.assembled

his equlprent and gonsbruactsd a new- laboratory.

An asplrator for atirring mold cultures was consiructed

<d
(¥
K
fa
it

from tie bellows of an old player niano.,

in orsnge crate was ugsed to maite an lacubailon boX for

growing cultures,
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7or a refrigerator to preserve mold gpeclmens, he dug a

hole in the sround. <8 used old hoards for apparatus racks.

Jut of the 6 monthly allowance given by the government

-

to the men for t e purchase of personal supplles (They rscclve no
salary for thelr 51 hours c¢f work a week, ), he purchased chienicals

indlsnensanle o nls worsk, e then spent all of hils accumulated

his exparlnmsnts and evsn paying for his meals in camp during that tine,

Finally, the point was reached in hls expurliments where
Dr, DeVault found it necessary to spend full time at nlzx wori 1T 1t
was to materi:lize, In a statement to ths camp director hs announced
that he was "beginning to enetr grounds which de not seenm £tz have
been covered sreviously by ot er workers, at least sccording %o the
publisiaed pacers available™, Rather than csport for work tullding duck
nests for Bl hours a week, nhe said:"denccforth I shell be reporting

for work on nenicillin or pclated subjects”,

Jr, Jsf¥ault's case is not unique, 43 he himself has stated:

Miy case is nobt differsat from thousands of otuers in CP3Y,

mere are about 10,000 conscisntious objectors belng kept
by the government, with fow exceptions, at drudge-llke basks in prison,
labor camps and as atiendants in mentai institutions at no wage., By
risking isprisonment himsulf, Yo, LeVault 1s glving enphasia to tie
problem and to his belief taat soclety ahonld make botter use of the
talents of the men in Cilvillan iublic Zervice,

more
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The sivuation i1s a very “Gfiﬁx one", he rscently wrote.
"I an previonted from belas useful,..xmEl cannot elp hut worry about

the probliem",

“it is not tuat we object to malklng sacrlilces, Lecause we
do not, 1t is tlhe uselessncss of the particular sacrifices thst the
autaorltles dezignate for us", he sald. For most assignees, he
convinued, "assigmment to UP3 only proevenbts them Ifrom doing work of
natlional or Infernational Luportance and becomes in effect a punishment

for veiug consclsntiously oynosed to doing deustructive work”

Dr. DeVault 13 ouBd on ball and awaldts trial., .:is fallow
CO0s at “oimfask are now raising funds to hirs s lawyer aad defend bim
in court. They and the newly formed labor unlon for ths wmen in all
CP%, the Civildin tublic vervice Unlon, are worizinag Ho enliat the
coopeastion of nonepaciflst nprogrcasives and thu labor movaanent in

4 ey

o -

bringing the whole juestion of zivilian conseripilon, nayleass lobor camps
and vicious waste of valuavle manpower o a head. The Voriora Lefeise
League is novw plamniang to saroll labor support to rsguest the

President, who osstablished thesystem by executive order, to ahandon
Civiliaw: “ublic Serviece in fav;r of tLe nmore derocratle s stem in use

in England and Janada whleh exenpts C0s and permits then Lo serve

soclety as frss men,

rrogressives and the labor movement can have bubt orne stand

on thizs guestion. Fhile some men ace In chainsg, ths rest of us are not

fres,

X £ 4




“”“by"reason of religious training and belief" "conécient10u5l§7i#

.fduring this war?

by MAX M. KAMPELMAN

Can freedom of conscience and war be reconciled?

Many Americang are proud of the fact that during
this war, they have been reconciled. Let us look at the f&gtﬁLq”
and see for ourselves,

There are today more than 7,000 young men who are

\"'

opposed to participation in war in any form" and who are, in 1
of service in the armed forces, doing "work of national import
under civilian direction" in scores of work camps and hospitals

throughout the United States. They are there because Congress 1‘gf

- last war when many thousands of conscientious objectors were

- brutally treated for remaining steadfast to their religious

convictions, that the same blot on our democracy would not
occur agaih. |
Just how is the conscientious objector being tragt&é'iﬁf”
gl
Unlike England, which provides in many cases for |
absolute exemption, our Selective Service regulations requine-ﬂ;;;

the local draft boards to assign every conscientious ebjeeﬁqﬁ”:




A number of the men have managed to get "detached :

service", after serving at least three months in a camp, to o
mental institutions, where they act as orderlies or to hospitals :
as "guinea pigs" for medical experiments. The majority, however,
are still in work camps, financed and administered by the
traditional Peace Churches - the Brethren, Mennonites and Quakers,
Let us look at a typical CPS camp, one administered
by the American Friends Service Committee (Quakers).
There are about 150 of us in this camp, belonging to
29 different religious and irreligious denominations., The oldest
CO here 1is past 45, anxiouslj awalting his long overdue relecase
from Selective Service which never comes. The youngest camper,
oddly, happens to be his nephew, age 18,
We are by occupation farmers, engineers, actors,
lawyers, writers, factory workers, professors, physicians,
artists, scientists, labor organizers, students; economists,
social workers, accpuntants, storekeepers, ministers who refused
to be deferred and accept a 4D classification and Jehovah

Witnesses who were denied a 4D classification - and every other

occupation in which you will find "typical Americans", We are
here because we refused to become part of a machine which
demanded that we participate in killing., But aside from that,
we are of as many different opinions as we have numbers,

There is the man whose world panacea takes the form
of soclalism, a la Daniel DeLeon and his argumentative
companions who subscribe to socialism, a la Norman Thomas.

There is the "back tg the farm" decentralist economist

who opposes labor unionism as another form of "bigness" in
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economic institutions and his friend in the next bed who answers
him drawing from his experiences as a steel worker, head of his
shop's union lodge and three years as a student at Yale Law School.

There are the vegetarian atheists and the religious
fundamentalists, There is the objector who refuses to set his
watch to war time and his work partner who is permitted by "Servantal .
Obey in all things those who are masters" (Colossians 3:22) to obey
any order so long as it does not require him to kill,

b Not to be forgotten too is the member of the Church of
God who gquotes scriptures at the drop of a hat and the Pentecostalist
who is perpetually happy because he is "serving the Lord Jesus
Christ, my Master"; both of whom look askance at their fellow Negro
who enjoys playing pool, discussing vital social issues of the day
and denouncing capitalism, -

Some think that salvation will come by changing the
system, which will then change man. Opposed are those who 1nsist
man must first be changed by giving him religious faith before he
can create the Utopian State, ’

There are those who look to the consumers to organize
and assume control; others look to the workers. Both actively
participate in the affairs of the camp co-op store, operated on
Rochdale principles and run completely on the honor system with
no clerk, an open cash register and open shelves,

Most of us are consciously bucking a system, We want to
help build a better world based on "Peace and Plenty", We want to
serve humanity and aid the downtrodden masses wherever they may

be and wherever we can best serve, China, India, Africa, Europe.
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We want to prepare ourselves to meet the needs of a
barren post-war world. Instead, we aee experimenting wlth grasses
and trees.Selective Service prefers to have us plant seeds for fear
we may plant thoughts,

Early last year, through the intervention of President
and Mrs, Roosevelt, the State Department agreed to provide passports
and Selective Service agreed to permit a limited number of CPS men |
to study for and then undertake a foreign relief and reconstruction
program, all expenses to be paild by the peace churches themselves.
‘Hundreds of men volunteered, even though it meant spending at least
a year after the war abroad and all without wages.

Then, with many in the midst of eéger study and a unit
already in South Africa en route to China, reactionary poll-taxer
Representative Joe Starnes of Alabama, responding to American Legion
pressure and anti-Mrs, Koosevelt feeling, suddenly and quietly
attached a rider\to the 1944 War Department Appropriation Bill which
prohibited men in Civilien Fublic Service from participating in
the foreign relief program by providing that no War Department
funds could be used for that purpose.

It should be noted here that even though, by statute, the
"work of national importance" is to be "under civilian direction”,
the Selectivé Service officials in charge of the program are army
officers on the payroll of the War Department.

The bill passed with little if any notice of the rider,

To date, all attempts to repeal the rider have died in committee.

The disappointment to many of the men was great, They
began to ask themselves again whether, by thelr présence in camp,

they were not acquiescing, for the sake of comfort, to the



totalitarianism of wer conscription many of them felt they
should resist. They wondered whether to remain mute in the face
of an increasingly punitive attitude on the part of Selective
Service and its army .officialdom which insisted that COs had
no civilian "rights", only"privileges". And they worried lest
thelr experiences become example for post-war conscription and
affect American democratic institutions.
Looking back to 1940, mhey saw that when the CPS
~ program was first agreed upon by Clarence Dykstra, then civilian
head of Selective 5érvice and the pacifist churches, the latter
agreed to demonstrate that conscientious objectors were ready,
willing and able to serve their country for a year at no cost
to the govermment, They were going to demonstrate to society
their sincerity of purpose by rendering great service and by
paying thelr own way in the process, even though many oflthe COs
were not members of the peace churches and had nét authorized the
churches to speak in their behalf,
% The churches, therefore, assumed the complete financial
and adminigtrative responsibility of running the CPS camps and,
except for two government camps in Colorado and Oregon created.
recently at the insistence of those who refused to "accept charity"
from the church, still have that responsibility.
But service for a year became service "for the duration"
plus and conscientious objectors in CPS still receive no wages,
The picture,.therefore, shows more than 7,000 Americans,
a 47% of whom have dependents, all of whom by law have full civilian
rights, working at hard labor 51 hours a week for government

agencies and on a number of privately owhed farms, at no salary,

except for a monthly allowance of $2,50-55,00, with a few on
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some forms of "detached service" getting as much as $15 for
.an allowance to cover their expenses,

Our neighbors, drafted as we were, but serving
instead as privates in the armed forces, receive {50 a month.
The CCC boys, our predecessors in many of the camps, received
$1 a day; Even Axis prisoners of war in ‘this country get
80¢ a day. Yet 7,000 Americans are being kept in "involuntary
servitude" for remaining true to their consclence,

Bat the picture isn't complete, It doesn't mention
the many conscientious objectors, desperately in need of funds
or sorely frustrated due to a system which did not make use of \
what they had to offer society, who are leaving camp to join the
army as non-combatant soldiers., (The U,S. Army has never released
the figures showing how many conscientious objectors there are
in the army who, like Lew Ayres, the former film star, chose to
serve in the medical corps rather than in CPS camps.)

It doesn't show the many hundreds more who walked out
of camp and into jail because they came to believe that they
were, in effect, actually prisoners in camp with a few more
privileges, which they do not deserve, and better company than
1s ordinarily to be found in jail,

There, they join in person as well as in spirit, their
fellow "prisoners of conscience" labelled as criminals by our law
because their draft boards, with varying interpretations of
"religious", refused to recognize their conscientious objection -
a most unfalir discrimination in a country which believes in
freedom of conscience rather than in the special privilege of

certain religious denominations,
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In jail too, they find many hundreds of others,
recognlized by their local draft boards as sincere conscientious
objectors, who chose jall rather than camp as their only means
of protesting the evils of conscription which violate their
humanitarlian principles as much as war itself,

And in jail, they again meet up with the same
brutalitarian evils of Jim Crow and other forms of racial
discrimination boring away at our democratic jnstitutions on
- the outside, They meet ironclad medieval sadistic disciplinary
techniques in many of our federal penetentiaries which stress
punishment for the sake of punishment rather than correction,

And they protest.,

They cannot cooperate with evil and so with their
strong spirit they resist it and any attempts to coerce them ;
into submission. Their only available weapons consistent with
their principled dedication to non-violent resistance, when all
else fails, are hunger and work étrikes. On two separate occasions,
& to break up raclal segregation in the dining hall at the Federal
Correctional Institution, Danbury, Connecticut and to end
censorship (contra distinction to inspection for police purposes)
at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, their efforts were successful. As
this article is being written, a third group at the Medical Center
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons, Springfield, Missouri, have
succeeded in revealing to the public eye incredible evidence
of savagery and torturé of inmates at the prisen hospit&l\there.
by (New York World Telegram, February 9-11, 1944)

In all, our democracy faces the tragic blot in this war

of having imprisoned more than 2,000 sincere Americans of deep
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libertarian principle, whose only crime was refusing to

compromise with their conscience.

Here then, is a clearer picture of conscience

in wartime,
Are we still proud?

Have freedom of conscience and war been reconciled?
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Max M., Kampelman :
Readings in the Classlc
Fall, 1946

QUGHT THE WISEST TO RULE?®

The problem of leadership under any form of government
and particularly 1n the conplicated soclety of today may well be,
as Plato suggests, to flnd those of well balanced minds and tempera-
ments with the capaclty and dlsposition to look upon public questions
in their intrinsle rather than in their superficlal aspects; the
wisest, 1f you will,

Yo so state the problem, however, does not fully answer
the question posed or sufficiently explore its implicatlions,

granting for the moment the desirability of an affirmative
answer to our problem, we have yet to face an suxiliary questlon
What' sort of politieal organizatlon 1s likely to bring forth and
maintain a following for such a leadership?

A full answer to the problem also requires a clear under-
standing of the concepts nymle" and "leadership", for 1t 1s the
thesls of this paper that the wisest ought to rule only if the term
1s reatricted in defintion to being synonymous with responalble
governmental leadership and devoid of connotations of unbrifled
authority.

We deal first with the latter point raiged. +t taltes us
to the very core of socletal organizatlon.

Men, says Flato, are unequal, His notlon of politleal
justice and ldeal state, therefore, are based upon a true order of
inequality as he understands it. Hls soeclety, conslsting of unequgl
men as it does, will be one of claasses,

What 1s the true order of inequallty? Ihere are those with
superior mlnds capable of exerclsing reason; those, representing the
numan will, who are most competont as warrlors; and thoase whose
activities are on the level of human appetites and who work, farm
and engagé in trade. Since the universe 1ltself is ruled by roason
in that 1t 1s ordered, human nature, which 1s parallel to the nature
of the universe, should also be ruled by reason, season, therafore,
as repregented by the wisest, long trained in philosophy, should
rule men's affairs and determine their status, The wise philosopher
should be king. Next in the order of class superiority are the
warriors who will enforce judgments at home and abroad. The workers,
farmers and merchants, third cliuss cltizend of the ideal astate,

ars to meet the materlal needs of soclety, Such is Plato's socletyl
On analysis, it 1s apparent even to Lhe least observant

among us that men arse not alike in many fundamental characteristlics,

it 1s a far cry from that observation, however, Lo prosume a

condition of natural inequality. The diglts 0,1,2,3 and 4 are not

alike, Yet different comblnationa of those digits, such as 04,

2#2, 3#1 are all equal,

Plato's fipst assumption of inequallty, therefore, is
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not proven to the satisfaction of the writer of thls paper. It

is understandable that sinee he 1s in love with reason and his
preferences are shared by the men he most respects, that he should
assume that his own estimate of human ability 1s the true test of
superlority. The value, however, remains no more than a personal
Judgment or preference; one to be welghed by ua in the light of
human experience and practicality,

Are we to judge the man of intelleet superlor to the
man of brawn. The men of intellect, most of whom read Plato and
regard themselves as philosophers worthy of being kings, may think
80, but will the men of brawn? Actually, the contributions of both
are necessary to the harmonious functioning of soecilety, Poth may
be sald to be equal 1n thelr indispensability.

Plato cannot, therefore, prove that a soclal order of
workers, fighters and thinkers are in a natural order of superiority,
Certainly he cannot prove to the multitude that skill in reasoning,
which tuey may not have, 13 more valuable than their own sikills in
determining the all 1mportant question of man's relation to man,
What are the precise intsllectual and moral standards whieh
distinguish the best philosopher from "inferior" human beings? Men
tend to doubt the measurements which are used to assign privilege
to others and privation to themselves, The contempt which many a
laboring man and business man can muster and express in the pronune
ciation of the word "professor" 1s a monument to Plato's naivete,

We are thus brought to the position of declaring that if,
as we assume, it 1s desirable to have the wisest in the community
govern, then thelr position of leadership must be based solely on
their capablilities by training to handle a job for the cowmnilty
which demands speclalization just as the job of the engineer,and
sales clerk require training and specialization. No c¢claims of status
or superiority should accompany that divsién of responsibllity, It
is further necessary for the harmony of the group that the division
be mutually arrived at, Under such an arrangement, the position of
the wlse man who governs ls that of leader in the responsible sense
of the term and not that of a ruler in the authoritarian sense of
the term. Slince his position of leadership is contingent upon the
continued assent of the community and it is the community whiech
is most directly concerned with the effect of declsions made, the
relationship can be no other,

Such a position 13 called for, because associated with
our criticism above is concern with the effect of Plato's plan on
the unlty which 1s required of any society claiming stability., A
struggle for exlstence often requires a falth and Plato supplied
Greece, which was struggling to prove its superilority to the will
of the inferlor northern barbarlans and the 1owe; appetites of the
Phoeniclan traders, with such a faith, Yet Plato' s doctrine of
superiority, lilke any other, even in its noblest form, 1a a means
of dlviding men, setting classes and peoples agalnst one another,
A goclety divided against 1tself will fall,

R R N,
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1t is now possible for us to state our concluslon another
way and come thereby face to face with our first question,

Jince the leadership of the wise in the communlty must
depend on the consent of those with other qualitles 1f 1t 1s to be
stable and lasting, we cen state that 1€ the wise ought to rule,
as "lato suggests, then we had better reject Plato's ldeal state
of inequallity and look for another type of organization as one most
liksly to bring forth and maintain a following for sueh leadership,

Vur econclusions so far point to democracy as that type
of crganization, Here we can even introduce a plank in Plato's program
which comes to our support, Mo man, he argues, can attain position in
his soclety by birth, wealth, or marriage and no man can force his
way to the top by dbrute strength.,

llowever undemocratlic and authoritarian hls doctrine may
be in other respects this proposal of Plato's stands as a rebuke
to most of the orders of privilege that have disflgured history.
Membership in hils classes 1s not fixed, Yn the contrary, the soclal
order is to be established through an elaborate system of education
in which each is given opportunity to show his aptitude for rising
from level to level,

This ralses two problems, Flrstly, if 1t is essentlal, as
geen, in Plato's scheme to guarantee opportunity for all and thus
apparently provide for rotating rulers when those In power outgrow
their usefulness, then 1t is necessary to lnsure procedure whereby
those 1n power cannot perpetuate themselves in power., The problem
is particularly vital In the light of Lord Acton's postulate that
power is corrupting, since our rulers, phllosophers or no, are but
mortals and subject to human corruptiblillity, Hather than provide for
such insurance, Plato's willingness to trust his philosophers with
complete power invites violation of the guarantees ho conaslders
essential,

secondly, 1ld educatlon is capable of malsing the level of
cltizens so that they can become wise phllosophers and rulers,
then isn't that an argument for that type of government which, by
training, an outstanding form of educatldén, wlll develop qualities
of leadership, let alone of citlzenship and responsiblllty, among
those of the multitude whose potentlallties have been untapped?
Fitness 1s developed by actual practice and 1t is by the exerclse
of government that the capacliy for Judgnent grovis.

The virtues of democracy, therefore, bocome apparent as
the best type of organization to achive rule by the wlsest, Furthere
more, since only under democratic government can there be a Just
correlation between policy, consequences and responsibllity with
its attendant development of political maturity and wlsdom on the
part of those who participate in the process, Lhe general level of
intelligenee is riased and the more likelihood there 1s that the
wise will rule,




In conclusion, it is well to note the ethical Lngliuatianl
involved in our discussion of socletal organlzation, Plato's appeal
1s to the beauty of order, but underneath that order there is a
brutality,This same beauty, based on order, often delights us in
romantic accounts of the 0ld South, or in stories of the anclenne
noblesse, or in novels based on medieval and feudal pomp

clreumstance, As we drift in fancy from plantation to manor house,

through castle halls and stately ceremonies, or feast with philoso-
phers and artists, it 1s convenlenet for us not to be concerned
with the cost of that apparent beauty to men long dead. We choose
our own place at the top in the pleasant company of knights, kings
and gentlemen, The lowly whom we do meet in our fancy are quaint
and humerous, loyal and devoted, They knew their place and don't
challenge the standards which determine 1t,

Put the fancy 1s far from reality. 4nequality is inequality
whether it 1s garnished with talk of beauty and order, presented
in the crude form of feudal soclety, or embelished with the phrase-
ology of modern totalitarians who consider all men to be equal
only some men more egual than others (Orwell),

4 goclety based on ineguality 1s not beautiful,
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LINOOLN STEFFINS - AN OPINICH

There is much that is vain in Lincoln Steffens. There is much that
is keenly analytical. There is much that is exaggerated oversimplificatien. |

Lincoln Steffens wae not a profound thinker. It would appear that
he read little of the great works. le wrote with authority on political '
probleme of his day and expertly expressed opinicme on matters of economics,
though he had not adequately disciplined or exposed his mind to the economie
end political oritiques of the great thinkers who had preseded him, |

But he was an important man, His works reached millions. His pieneering 1
influenced opinions. He was a produst of his dey and though we may ¥e crie 3
%ical of that product, ocur eriticism must be mellowed by our admitted inabvility
o project ocurselves inte the environment that was his.

It 19, therefore, of interest, for an evaluatiom of the day, teo find |
out what Lincoln Steffene learmed Crom his experiences. His muckraking had ;
failed to change the world, btut had succeeded in changing his views of sosiety.

Thue he did not 1ive in vain, It was no lmgor. the underworld, bad politicians;
it was his fault ahd my fault, "our thinking about it". Herbert Heoover's
election was "a triumph of corruptioen”, but there wae no use railing at the
big business interssts behind 4t. The president was not corrupt; you, I were.
Corruption was no mere an isclated discase in need of a cure; it was now a
sore, evidemee of a root virue and a notural phenemenon in ite setting. (p.862)

Strange for Steffems to have come to this view? No. He was a reformer
who had come to see the shorteomings of his effo,te and the need for basie
changes in the structére of socisty. The environment wae at the reot of evil;
the economic drives that led mem to act as they did. Man was selfish; too
much Interested in privilege for himself. The petty privileges preferred by
each of us were syuptametic of and indeed etrengtbemed the larger patterm ‘

which enslaved us to bad government and a sick socisty. The esonomic system



page 2=

induced that behavior. Those who accepted the system must accept the
attendant evils. ‘hose who would deal with the evils must deal with the
aystem.

And just as he had earlier embraced the reform movement as the bene~
fiolary of his energles, so now did he as completely reject feform and aceept
reconstruction as the "cure-all". In fact, so wholeheartedly did he possess
the view that he lost all sense of discrimination. ¥is extremism put him in
the unenviable positien of looking at Museolini and ignoring the ruthlessness
of his ways as he sawa men Bf action with "the will and the way to do some=
ting® (p.819) Hence his praise of the Sovit “nion, not for being right
but for being ready. (p.762)

He can well ask where are Steffens' valuee? He spent many menths and

" much money searshing the universities of Lurcpe "for a scisnce of behavier'

and yet he found no ethie. All he asked was whether it worked.

Perhaps that should be excused. Steffens became an ecomemic determinist.
He now knew ;.he m-:- and 1% was newj certainly it wae alien to his surroun-
dings. But aside from the fact that he always seemed £o know "the' answer,
did he deserve credit for his discovery?! Beard's lectures and writings had
pointed the way in the early part of the cemtury and Marxists had begun their
active agitation in this country at the end of the last century.

ihere was Steffens? All that can be said is that he heard btut did not
understand, Fhen it finally did come to imprese itself upen his being, he
was incapable of relating his past and the values of his day teo new facts.

Ris position, therefore, was not a clear one = not well censidered.
Granting, as we should, the premises that the yroot virus muet be dealt with,
we search in vain for an adequate coping with the vital end collateral

questiont "What read to recemstruction?®.

e

e
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It is not clear, first of all, what we reconstruct toward. '{he valus
seems ¢0 be lacking. Rather thers seems to be a faith that reconstruction is
desirable for ite own sake. But the experience of the past deoade permits the
modern reader to recall that recomstruction can lead to deterioration. ie can
thus be critical of his praise of Italy and his acceptance of the belief that
business control to government would bﬁng ue to the same desired ends sought
by the Soviet regime. (p«872) |

Neither did the hruhlem of msana ;ﬁd ends trouble him, and again we
bemfit. from the experience of the past decade, He ikopuoully askss"is demo~-
eracy the way to democracy?” (p.818) and his comments on the Russian revelution
reveal his doubts. Bela Xun's experience in f‘mm proves %o him the worth
of "red terror" in revolution. (p.805)

But there is no indication that such terror is needed to recomstruct
the Amerisan society. “or can we be certain that it is not. He comes to see
“¢hat it wae useless - it was almoet wromg - to fight for the right under our
system" (p.802). The system must be changed. But how?

Is 1% to be by revolution? Apparently mot, for that requires illiteracy
and unorganized labor (p«743). Is it to be gradual! If so, Steffene hinders
the desired reconstructiom when he says it is almost wrong to fight for right
and when he scoffs at all efforte at referms Or does he believe that it will
come through trust mergers, bribery and corruption?(p.829)

If 80, then Steffene indeed, like Purke, is crying "Deus vult® and we
have a clue %o his philesophy, There is no clear statement of that extreme,
however, and we are left to wender whether his determinism breught him se |
far along that he rejects the element of hmn cholce ae a determinant factor
end is satisfied that there is nothing wrong with the world but our thinking

about 1it.
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At only ene other point does he seem t0 suggeet another escape frem
his dilémra, At the Darrow trial, he says: "I believe that nothing but love
will do the job. That's Ohristianity. That'e the teaching that we must love
our neighbers" and he finds that his attempt at applied ethice works (p.700).

The apparent confusion would not be 80 evident were Steffene merely a
reporter of events. He assumes the onus of being mors, however. He commente
and advocates. His statement that "...heaven and hell are ene place, and we
all go there. To those whe are prepared, it ie heaven; to those who are nob
£t and ready, it f2 hell® (p.799)cculd well be undersiced as the cynical
analyeis of a reporter examining the wave of the future in terme of the Soviet
Hgvolution, Italian ‘ascism and the growth of industrial might in the U.S.
but Steffena becomes -a champion of that heaven and thus bocomes vulnerable
to the oriticism that follows, and to that which preceded.

With this hasty enalyeis, let us tum next to a very brief tracing of
the factors that led Steffens to the conclusiens expressed in his autebloegraphye.

Steffens held himself in high regard, It is that which makes an
objective examination of his views so difficult. 4s his role exaggerated?
Doesn't he seem to judge events by the part he played in them? If so, how
ulld.sro his observations.

Witnese hie reported comversatione with Geme “‘olu on the ‘ussian “evelu~
tion; his relatione with Fllene, Reoosevelt, the Mexican revo].uu'eninu:

The lesson om civil liberties taught to Colemel @oods and the New York
police give the impression thet he, “Incoln “teffens, discovered the rationale
of civil liberties. Perhaps it was a diucov_elr:} to hims But Milten's 17th
century Areopagitics and" John Btunrt. 111's Essay on Liberty dnaene.um
credit. 20

Thie agoomui.oﬁy was' ovi.de'nt in the selfistness of Steffems’ early
1ife. It was aleo evident in the dime novel dramétization of early inci.dmtl -
his experience of prayer nﬁ. Myp, Nulxla illness with its anti~climax; the
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colt, sold and later seen driving a wagem; the repentance of “uke the cowboy;

the suicide of the American gambler in “ermany. ind the egecentricity continued/
In his early life too there is the admiratiom for the men of action

rather than intellect. He believed the word "not of all men, but of 'bad’

politicians 1ike Charlie Prodger’ (p.15). The others promised him gifte and

then failed to preduse, just as later reformers falled to live up to thelr

promises and men like Bymes, James Uill and Aichard “roker proved themselves
to be likeable.

There was furthemore a di.s'u_nuaimant in these daya produced by his
disappointment in people, his horse racing experience and his days at the
legislatures "Nothing was what it was supposed to be". (p.47)

He, therefore, early sought "to adjust the differemce between what was
and what seemed to be. There was semething wrong semewhers, and I oould not
get it right". The rest of his 1ife, there ie inplied, was spent in that
quest and it took him through his first muckraking experience in military
school, his observation that war was stupid, his personal traneition in San
Franeisce from play acting to concem with an outside world, his dilettantish
college excureioms and his search for the cause and cure of city corruption.

Thie period is significant t00 hecause of two significant ideas that
possessed him. They are particularly significant, because, written as they
were during his later 1life, though attributed to his youth, they may very
well express hie final views.

First, is the conclueion he reaches "tentative but emancipating, that
men ... wore and always had been mostly ignerant fools whom & boy, even a
1ittle fool 1ike me,need not look wp to" (p.108), Is that a clue to his
skeptical attitude toward demecracy, his admiration for slitistel

“econd, is his continued reforemce to the fact that the scholars and
intellectuale, with all their knowledge, "knew no sssential truth"., He tried
to find out, but none of his prorunori could igrn on knowledge or on good
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and evil.

Is that an apology for the missing ethio and set ef values, for his
not preoccoupying himself with the problem? He could not find an anewer - and .
by Geod, neither could anybedy else = professor, socialist, anarchist, reformer.
Agtion was the substitute for ethic.

At another po:lnf., he sayss "“thice are professional; they differ in
different occupations; and an ethical practicioner, formed and fitted in one
profeesion, trade, or business, is apt t0 be disqualified thereby fer another
ocoupation morally as well as technically" (p.328). inis is based on an idea
he develops that "morals are matters of trade and professiom and form the
othtoa.thoy are supposed 0 be formed by" (p.180).

True? Perhaps. But only as & half-truth and net a satisfactory explana=
tion of his predicament. Can we be certain that he even thought about the
problem onge ho lost himeelf in the excitement and fame of newspaper work. “n
the contrary, there is reason to believe that ho could but note ideas and pase
on. "Thers wes no time to think. Newsmongering calls for action, not reflec-
tion" (9.538). '

Steffens’ admirstion for men of action, therefore, rather then for ihou
concerned with ethies and principle in behavioriem sirike one as perhaps being
ancther manifsstatien of his egocentrigity. He had bean a man of actiom to®
80 it must be that men of action will provide the solution to the ille eof
soclety.

He would die believding that his 1ife had beem worth living.

luch of this analyeis has been oritical, hypercritical. Just as Mp.
Steffens discovered the importance of envirmor_:t.- however, 80 must it be
understood that the critie is the prodimt of an environment too as is hia
oriticism. "o have alluded already to the advantages in a perspective of a

decade and to the almost imposeible job of objective projection inte the past.
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Lincoln Steffens was on a level with his time, with his contemporarises.
Nuch of what he eaid then we now accept for granted. Our vantage point, there=-
fore, lndi_ul te a 'perlp.otin which tends to point up the glaring incocnsie~
tenoles a: d'_ confuesions of his thinking andof the era that preduced him, Ve
have the advantage tec of knowing about some of his contemporaries whe were
far ahead of their day in theip thin’ﬂng and philosophy and he does not come
off best in the comparisen.

Steffens caught a glimpse of truth., “eform is not emough. “ecenstruction
is basiec. Goonomics and privilege are at the bottom of much that is wring .
NMan and socliety are producte of an environuent and one dees not have free
chokee. But, unlike men like Beard, he mhod where wise men hesitates
+dthout adequate contemplation or study, he embraced the partial truth as a
whdle truth and leaves us unimpresseds.

In only one strain of his axperience does -teffens provide us todnf
with a profound challenge. “e have referred to hic applied religlom during
the MeNamara and Darrow trials. One one other occasion is he vielibly shaken =
hie axperience with the Milwaukee Socialists.

They had, he said, a reugloué faith, a vioieﬁ of a better world whiech
made them wmpurchaseable. "Christianity, unpreached and unteupght and unlearned
among the rightscus, works wendere still among the sinmners® (p.526).

It i{s unfortumate that Stelfens was too busy to pursue, understand
and apoly the basis of that ethic to the problems of his day. He might have
made a nmew discovery - an ethie which has net falled, but rather one which
has not beem tried at all. We might then today be grateful rather than I
oritical.

Max M, Kempelman
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.7 The Act of Surrender has spelled the end of militarism

in Jepanese history. Am epoch is at an end, Japan's bid for mastery of
the Far Eqatfhha been broiken and she has been forced to accept the
csmplets capitulation of her armles and (o withdraw into her four

"

Ll e

over-populated islasds, The world can now breathe easier,

- ¢ . , t

~ But 1s, our problem in Asia at an: end? Is there any

li.‘_
gunran&oo that Japanese militarism wil} not ageln rise? What govennnuni *

b

are the Unlted Natlons now planning for Asia? In brlef, are there

- N ki e

elements in Japan, surrieienr.ly devoted to timnocratio ideals, whom
we can trust to restore Japan to the ranks of aanity?

| /
3| |

Since it l1la clear that the occupatlion forces will havc
to rcly on the use of Jepanese ofrielals and inabitﬁtians. it is _
1ntqrest1ng to note that amarging-into the limellght from twenty yq;;g: :
of persecution to become one of the key figures In the bheaten empire's’
struggle toward democrapy and ‘a place in the world's famlly of nations . ' =

18 the frnil, short, bespectacled royohiko Kagawa, internationally’
'known pacirist in a land of militariets, devout christinn in a land
of Emperor-worship. j ’ i L, S
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In a pointed letter to the Assoclated Fress obvit:maly
designed to convinge Amerlca of his cooperative intentlons, Premler
Prince Naruhlko Higaahi-xuni revealed that he had asked the noted
Japanese Christian leader for help "to railse moral standarda, do .
away with the hatreds and e-stablilh.'friendly relations with the United

. States and other countries", A\n part c;r tiat program, Mr, Kagawa was
requested to launch a series of radlo broadeasts to preach "moral

regeneration” to Japan's mililons,

PR T

i ] Commenting on that letter, a Tokyo dispaten to Iho Hew Yok

A Times, stating that he "glready 1s an lmportant and influential man",

[: - further observed: "It 1s understood that. General Ddﬁglns MacArthur's
foremost advisers also are counting heavily on Np, Kagawa as one of a '

‘ number of prominont tpatriotic liberals', th:'ough whom the occupation ;

’ ' army hopes %o obtain tne impetus for bullding & democratic Japan's

All this would swaem ToO 1:3{110&11;0, therefore, that there are ;e':,
elements in Japan whom ﬁe gan trust, Further, the -cno.tee of a Chri.atim
lends eredence to the fact that bellef in the div.tnity of the mperor |
anﬂ in the doctri.ne of State Shinto 1s by no means universal in Japan, |

I

 keports from our reprasentatives in Japan state that i_tpm

from the big mmgtrialuta and the high Aprmy leaders, who r-eg,u'd‘ the L
.1.‘ i

‘myth as & convénient propogenda line, most of thoso aducntod at Japanese “ "‘

universities in the perlod of relatlive rroadom up u,ntil tme Army Gook f:

over in 19381 dmluped Liberal or Gommuniat tendencles and were sgnoum
about the Emperor. in addlition, mm:.atrialiuu, which had oxporieuoad
rapld growth, had the effect of m\dsrmin:lng the divinity myth m ﬂﬂ
mkeras and the pcaunt. alano. la.den wibh poverty and nnk:&ng ’@ ﬂqf I 1_*»




.' mass of the populatim, kapb hils strong falth in the mparor'
sacred alnractar. ¢ e A a) |

| Obviously, !wwwaz-. democratlc government will not be easy
to foster in Japan, In spite of the herolc pre-war eiforts made by Hre

 Kagawa and a small handful of other democratlc devotees who braved 1nti.~
‘midations and persecubtlons to bulld coopaz_'ativea and trade unions in -

ghe 1920's and 1950's, there 1s no political traditlon of democracy

i |
i

%' and there are not many volmtary dssoclations 1n which Japanese citizens =
ﬁ;' ' Had the opportunlty to learn even the rudiments of self-government and ,1
! , i el 8 |‘_'

democratic procedures, |

g

D L
] |

R navertﬁaleu, these damocratic dovotees will be able to ) 'J.‘f:'
‘rely on the t:-a.ditidn that for 13560 years Japan waged no t‘oroign WaT's : _'
From A«Ds 266-1350, Japan fought only one rorai@ war, that with Korea .'};
e at the end of the l6th century. ' - 4 R

And 1% was not without a virtual revolution that the Army 3
was able in 1931 to gain con'srol of the gov»rmant md begin the mmm
. - of Manchurias In 1951, they killed the Frime ok b, Mpmiguioite
| heomae he signsd the London Naval Lfreaty, In 19.53, they mnrw red rm

_‘ '1
1- liniaber Inukai, thus putt;ng an ond. to party govwmant. -'-n 1936, thﬂil;t H.‘

ﬁ rivals, were l:!.lled or uoundad. Lt was also tzhu amywhich made 'rojo,
'JA up until tahon a relsti.vely obscure figure, i’ri.me iinister m Hovember ;

i : 8 Does any of the nnti-fuilimiat aplrit pemain in Japan? th '*"'
I X

g : : hhse military succeeded 1n the past ten years to destroy all signs of
t:'_ : ' ~opposltion? These queationa are. du'rioult to anawer, lilgld ommlhi-p
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ruthless tomumun controls have prevented us from obta:.nmg muu o
to wha.t actually has been taking place within Japan.

/

What we have been able to- .‘mam. however, th ough bilts
of news 1tem§ whieh hQVe_soeped through and from reports whlch are noi_;'
belng unearthed, 1s not only very intercsting, ﬁﬁt indicates that there
may be more of a democratic pesce-loving potential in Japan than many

of us thought posaible,
- |

From British observers returning from the Yor Last, for
example, we have 1earnod, according to dnrldovar,freau. that the nnmﬁtr
of Japanano subjects confined in concentration cemps insilde Japan for
offenses agalnast the war or the re‘aime excesded 20,000,

Us8, troops who occupled the Aleutianx 1sland of Kiska,

~ mccording to the United Press, found a Japanese pamphlet which indicated

the existence of an underground movement in Japan desirous of peace, ;En
Tho pamphlet chargcd Japamese mllitarista with treason and "hiindnpal'
and quoted poetry purportedly written by Emperor Hlrollto in favor of

world peace,

. In Hay of thié'year téo, the London Ddilz Lapress reported

- that Prince Yauhito Chilchibu, "pacifist brother™ of the Japanese

Emperor was released after two years "honorable preventative detention",

/

0f particular slgnificance, however, ls material ruleased
by Allied Lahorlﬁows on the basls of prisoner of war studiea mado by _"ufi
the Japanese Antl-Var Leaguo in “hina, a group about which 11thla is

known but which vas raportedly formed nnd led by Japanese political dna

b




;iabor exiles in'ch;nu and operates with the aupport'or‘tns NS P

labor conscription and soaring uost of 11v1ng leading to thn paupqrn

that Japan was fnoing a long war,

" with economie demands and ;quickly agiuired a political anti-war

Communists and ayproval of the Kuomintangs

Thair piotura ia one of 1ntolarabla wnrklng aond!tiana.

izlng of already lmpoverilshed workers, atrilkes, mass arrnstg qnd,u

| I

growing antlewar feelings

: The atrikes roﬁchnd their cllﬁax when 1t became apparent
that the "Chinese ihoident" would nnﬁ be settled in short order anq

Little has been laarn»d hitherto ahauh the gtrikes of

1341, the report continues, because of the canaorship, but they begsn Lk

character, The first strike was at Kobe in April 1941 and embraced
more than 100,000 workara, a large part of the ractory forqe 1n tha
'city. it included all the men of th: large Kawasaki ahlpxarn at tha

Kobe taotoriea of the m&tsuhiahi trust, ?

Thn dirant oauae was ﬁisaatisfaaﬁion with the fbod rationa,

Under tha new ayaSam broughtfinto force that year, e eh uorkar vas
entitled: to 2,7 "go" of rioo (a go® is .1& of a dry qunrt), but
because of the ahortaga, tmy got 15% loas, At the ‘same ta,m, the work
day was incnoaaod from 12 to 16 Hourss : '

~ The workers px-ganimd a slt down strike, shouted ’mﬁ.mi
slogans and bﬂgm svataimtie sabotaje of momm;;-} at the aoaxmm '-‘--’
Fearing the _spread of the strike, the g@tement ordured troops AT
Kobo and smashed tha a&rzka arreating 20,000 naﬂkara rbr qnnsbzuummg]”




and exiling and shoofing many of the ringleaders, ’

A few montha later, in August, ann@her 1arge scale atriko
broka out at Nagoya, involving,. nmong other factories, the Mlkublishi
alreraft plant producing the famous zero plane, Phe strike involved

. more than-ao,ooo workers and aabotage was also one of 1its main

characteristicss Lt was settled by partial concesslions to the workers,

but after taney came back fo thelr bsnchaa,'muny arrests Gook place,

In September of the same year, the workers of the War

Kinlatry Ordnance plant at Kolura also went out on sbrike. “ils involved

only 3,000 of the 60,000 in the plant, however, and the Var sinlatry,

- the ruport contlnues, reallizing lts speedup pollcles were hindering rather _ST

than helping production, settled the grievances and there were no

/

féprlaaln. ‘ L i

The lant big'striku before Pearl “arbor took place in
October at Tsurumi, a town bstween Tokyo and Yokohama, 1ﬁ which moat

of the heavy industry of the Tokyo dlstrict 1s centured, dore than ; zigif

20,000 workers took part, but agaln the strike was broken and reprisals
- followed, | '

Finally, <vidence that Pegrl “afbor did not eumpluﬁoiy
stop dissatisfaction may be gathered from the fact that even local
officidla of Japan's fasclst party, the Imperial Kule Asslstance
Agsociation, at the national convention or‘tha'orgnnizatian in the

Spring of 1945 declared:

- A,
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) 7he feelings of the Jap;nleao péople tovard cooperation
in winning the -lII.I‘ i1s weakuning, Is not i‘.h'e working class
the only group that m.keo aaerifioau, whilo the people on
top do nothing and _ice money?"

What of the future?.

_ The milltary party has now lost face and 1s assoclated in
'J'apaneno minds with toe disgrace and dishonor whilch has befallen their
éomt!To 2

Foroa, however, must be replaced by "odunat:lon if peace
in the ¥Far bast is to be leng-llved. One of the first steps, tharareﬂ,
1s for us to make genulne efforts bo slleviate: Japa_n'g legltimate

grievances,

| e Atlantis Charter mus: be appliod to the Pacifics Haotal
prejudice on our part must be eliminated, Un the outcome of this eluh i
of 1deals depends the ultimpte peso'o of the Yar Last, B

I If Japan can be shown not ﬂmamly negntﬁ'ely that a aolum- A
lou@t by military might does not pay, but that poaitively there 1s a
way out along peeific 11nos in cooperation wlth a West which admits m "-'
reality of her problems s.nd. shows a amuthetic determination to he}.p |
solve them, then there 1s no reason vhy ‘t;hu demogratic davotoaa in X
Japan cannot lead thelr country into the famlly of nations and become a . { :
factor for peace in the Jl"o_.'r sast, ' | |

As far back as June 1938, Larju Lato, then chairman of the
+ General Uounell oi". Trade Unlons of Japan, vame to This country ‘and
warnsd us of the coming danger of war, ' el el e
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i “Although tiwe Japanese lahor movement, he sald, was a g
A% peacs movement, workers were being sucked Into the military drive of ﬁhp;.'.f

"ruling capitalist class" under the gulse of patriotism, "They are
pushing was preparation 1nJép1t6 of all we can do", he continued,

?. "The war spirlt has been Inspired by meerialiatn_aud is being ;
 earofully nourished by thems Unless checkted, 1t will lead to war and
;3~' both your country and mine will be drawn into 1t", |

4

4' He pleaded for cooperation and understanding between
the labdr, eaoporativo and other demoorgtiq elenents in Japan and
tho liberal demoeratic movements in America as the only way to avert

i war,

I

T Ro!, ten y@nrs later, there is still time for ua to hooﬁ

e Nir, Kato‘a plea and save our ohildran and his rrum éuhure alnu&htarn.
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