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THZ PROKISE OF AMZRICAN LIFE
I 1 What is the promise of American life?

The average American is nothing if not patriotic: MThe Americans are filled,"
says Mr. Emil Reich in his "Success among the Nations," "with such an 1mp11c1t
and absolute confidence in their Union and in their future success that any
remark other than laudatory is inacceptable to the majority of them. We have
had many oprortunities of hearing public speakers in America case doubts upon
the very existence of God and of Providence, question the historic nature or
veracity of the whole fabric of Christianity; but never has it been our for-
tune to catch the slightest:whisper of doubt, the slightest want of faith, in
the chief God of America--unlimited belief in the future of America." Mr.
Reich's method of emphasis may not be very happy, but the substance of what
he says is true. The faith of Americans in their owvmn country is religious,
if not in its intensity, at any rate in its almost absolute and universal
authority., It pervades the air we breathe. As children we hear it asserted
or implied in the conversation of our elders. Tvery new stage of our educa-
tional training provides scme additional testimony on its behalf. Newspapers
and novelists, orators and playwrights, even if they are little else, are at
least loyal preachers of the Truth. The skeptic is not. controverted; he is
overlooked. It constitutes the kind of faith which is the implication, rather
than the object, of thought, and consciously or unconsciously it enters largely

into our personal lives as a formative influence, %e may distrust and dislike
much that is done 1n the name of our country by our fellow-countrymen; but

our country itself, its democratic system and its prosperous future are above
suspicion,

Of course, Americans have no monopoly of patriotic enthusiasm ard good faith,
tnglishmen return thanks to Providence for not being born anything out an
Tnzlishman, in churches and alehouses as well as in comic oreras. The French-
man cherishes and ovroclaims the idea that France is the most civilized modern
country and satisfies best the needs of a man of high social intellijsence.

The Russian, whoze political and social estate does not seem enviable to his
foreign contempdraries, secretes a vision of a mystically glorified Russia,
which condemns to comparative insipidity the figures of the "Pax Britannica"
and of "La Belle France" enlightening the world. 3very nation, in proportion
as its nationality is thoroushly alive, must be leavened by the ferment of
some such faith. But there are significant differences between the taith of,
say, an Englishman in the British Smpire and that of an Americsn in the Land
of Democracy. The contents of an Znglishman's national idea tends to be more
exclusive., His patriotism is anchorzd to the historical achievements of Great
Britain and restricted thereby. As a good patriot he is bound 'to be more pre-
occupied with the inherited fabric of national institutions and traditions
than he is with the ideal and more than national possibilities of the future.

_This very loyalty to the national.fabric does, indeed, imcly an’important ideal

content; but the national idealism of an Znglishman, a German, or even a

Frenchman, is heavily mortzaged to his own national history and cannot honestly

o>

esczpe the debt. The good patriot is obliged to offer faithful allieziance to

habits--on the ground that his r‘our1t,ry'_ is exﬁosed to more serious dangers from
premature emancipation than it is from stubborn conservatism. France is the 4¢

_only Ruropean country which has sought to make headway towards a better future:

by means of a revolutionary vreak with its past, and the results of the French’
experiment have served for other Turojean cauntrles more as a warning than as

an example, a7
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The higher American patrlotlsm, on the other hand, combines loyalty to his- :4

torical tradition and precedent with the imaginative projection of an ideal

national Promise, The Land of Democracy has always appealed to its more en-»JS
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thusiastic children chiefly as a land of wonderful and more than national
possibilities, "Neither race nor tradition," says Professor Hugo Munsterberg -
in his volume on "The Americans," '"nor the actual past, binds the American to
his countrymen, but rather the future which together they are building." - This
vision of a better future is not, perhaps, as unclouded for the present gener-
ation of Americans as it was for certain former generations; but in spite of a
more friendly acquaintance with all sorts of obstacles and pitfalls, our country
is still figured in the imagination of its citizens as the Land of Promise,
They still believe that somehow and sometime something better will happen to
good Americans than has happened to men in any other country; and this belief;
vague, innocent, and uninformed though it be, is the expression of an essential
constituent in our national ideal. The past should mean less to a Buropean than
it does to an American, and the future should mean more. To b= sure, American
life cannot with impunity be wrenched violently from its moorings any more than
the life of a Zuropean country can; but, our Americen past, compared to that of
any Suropean country, has 2 character all its own. Its peculiarity consists,
not merely in its brevity, but in the fact that from the beginning it has been
informed by an ideca. from the beginning Americans have been anticipzting and
projecting a better future. From the beginning the Land of Democracy has been
figured as the Land of Promise. Thus the American's loyalty to the national
tradition rather affirms than denies the imeginative projection of a better
future. An America which was not the Land of Promise, which was not informed
by 2 vrophetic outlook and a more or less constructive ideal, would not be the
America bequeathed to us by our forefathers. In cherishing the Promise of a
better national future the arerican is fulfilling rather than imperiling the
substance of the national tradition.

Vhen, howsver, Americans talk of their country as the Land of Promise, a ques-
tion may well be raised as to precisely what they mean. They mean, of course,
in general, that the future will have something better in store for them in-
dividually and collsctively than has the past or the present; but a very supsr-
ficiel analysis of this meaning discloses certain »mbiguities. What are the
sarticular benefits which this better futurs will give to amcricans either in-
dividually or as a2 nation? And how is this promise to be fulfilled? Will it
fulfill itself, or does it imply certain responsibilities? If so, what res-—
ponsibilities? VWhen we speak of a young man's career as promising, we mean that
his abilities and opportunities are such that he is likoly to become rich or
famous or powsrful; and this judgment doc¢s not of course imply, so [3r us we

are concerned, any responsibility. It is merely a prophecy based upon past per-
formances and proved qualitics., But the career, which from th: standpoint of

an outsider is merely an anticipation, becomes for the young man himself a
serious task. For him, at all events, the better future will not merely happen.
He will have to do something to deserve it. It may be wrecked by unforeseen
obstacles, by unsuspected infirmities, or by some critical error of judgment.

So it is with the Promise of smerican life. ‘rom the point of view of an
immigrant this Promisc may consist of the anticipation of a better future, which
he con share merely by taking up his residence on American soil; but once he

has become an smerican, the Promisc can no longer remain merely i anticipation.
It becomes in that casc a responsibility, which requires for itsqulfillment a
certain kind of behavior on the partof himself and his fellow=imericans. And |
when we attempt to define the Promise of American life, we zre obligsd, also,

to describe the kind of behavior which the fulfilliment of the Promise demands.

The distinction between the two aspects of America as a Land of Promise made
in the preceding paragraph is sufficiently obvious, but it is usually slurred
by the average good American patriot. ‘he better future, which is promised
for himself, his children, and for other aimericans, is chisfly a matter of
confident anticipatioh. He looks upon it very much as a friendly outsider

ar
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might look on some promising individual career. The better future is understood

by him as something which fulfills itself. He calls his couwitry, not only the
Land of Promise, but the Land of Destiny. It is fairly launched on a brilliant
and successful career, the continued prosperity of which is prophesied by the
very momentum of its advance. As Mr. H. G. Wells says in "The Future in America,"
"yhen one talks to an Amcrican in his national purpose, he seems a little at a
loss; if one speaks in his national destiny, he responds with alacrity." The
great majority of Americans would expect a book written about "The Promise of
American Life" to contain chiefly a fanciful description of the glorious Ameri-
can future--a sort of Utopia up-to-date, situzted inthe land of ‘Good-Enough, and
flying the Stars and Stripes. They might admit in words that the achievement of
this glorious future implied certain responsibilities, but they would not regard
the admission either as startling or novel. Such responsibilities were met by
our predeccessors; they will be met by our followers., Inasmuch as it is the
honorable American past which vrophesies on behalf of the better American future,
our national responsibility consists fundamentally in remaining true to tradi-
tional ways of bzhavior, standards, snd ideals, What we imericans have to do in
order to fulfill our national Promise is to keep up the gocd work--to continue
resolutely and cheerfully =zlong the appointed path, '

The reader who expects this book to contain a collection of patriotic prophecies
will be disappointed. I am not a prophet in any sense of the word, and I enter-
tain an active and intense dislike of the foregeing mixture of optimism, fatal-
ism, and conservatism. To conceive the bestter .imerican futurs as a consun-
mation which will take care of itself,--as the necessary result of ocur custcmary
conditions, institutions, and ideas,--persistencs in such a conception is admir-
ably designed to deprive-American life of any promise zt all.. The better future
which Americans provose to build is nothing if nct an idea which must in certain
essential respects emancipate them from their past. .American history contains
much matter for pride and congratulation, and much matter for regret znd humilia-
tion. On the whole, it is a past of which the loy:l .umericzn has no reason to
feel ashamed, chiefly because it nas throughout been made better than it was by
the vision of a better future; and the American of to-day and tomorrow must re-
mzin true to that traditional vision. He must be preparcd to sacrifice to that
traditicnal vision ¢ven the traditional imerican ways of rezlizing it. Such a
secrifice is, I believe, coming to be demanded; and unless it is made, ,merican
life will gradunlly cease to have any specific Promise,

The only fruitful promise of which the life of any individual or any nation can
be possessed, is a promise determined by an ideal. Such a promise is to be ful=-
filled, not by singuine anticipations, not by a conservative imitation of past
achievements, but by laborious, single-minded, clear-sighted, and fearless work.
If the promising carecr of any individual is not determined by a specific and
worthy purpose, it rapidly drifts into a mere pursuit of success; and even if
such a pursuit is successful, whatever promise it may have had, is buried in the
grave of its triumph. So it is with a naticn. .If its promisc is anything more
than a vision of power and success, thot addition must derive its value from 2
purpose; because in the moral world the futurz exists only as a workshop in
which a purpose is tc be realized. Each of thz severzl leading Huropean nations
is possessed of a specific purpcse deterrmined for the most part by the pressure
of histeorical circumstances; but the .mericzn nation is committed to a purpose
which is not merely of historical meanufacture. It is committed tc the realiza-
tion of the democratic ideal; and if its Promise is to be fulfilled, it must be 3
prepared to follow whitherscever that ideal may lead,

No doubt Americans have in some measure always conceived their national future , 4
25 an ideal to be fulfilled, Their anticipations have been uplifting as wcll as ;|
confident and vainglorious, They have been prophesying not merely a safe and d
triumphant, but also & better, futuré, The ideal demand for some Sort of indi=
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vidual and social amelioration has always accompanied even their vainest flights

of patriotic prophecy. They may never have sufficiently realized that this
better future, just in so far as it is of its own momentum; but at any rate, in .
secking to disentanglc and emphasize the jdeal implications of the Americzn na=-
tional Promise, I am not wholly false to, the accepted American tradition. Even
if Americans have neglected these ideal implications, even if they have conceived
" the better future as cont2ining chiefly a larger portion of familiar benefits,
the ide2l demand, nevertheless, has always been palpably present; and if it can
be established as the dominant aspect of the American tradition, that tradition
may be transformed, but it will not be violated.

Furthcrmore, much as we may dislike the Americcn disposition to take the fulfill-
ment of our national Promise for grant:d, the fact that such a disposition exists
in its prestnt volume and vigor demands respectful consideration. It has its
roots in the salient conditions of American life, and in the actual experience

of the imerican pecple. The national Promise, as it is popularly understocd,

has in a way been fulfilling itself.. If the underlying conditions were to remain
much as they have been, the prevalent mixture of optimism, fatalisi, and con-
servatism might retain a formidable measure of justification; and the changes
which are taking place in the underlying conditions and in the scope of /meri-
can national experience afford the mist reasoneble expectation that this state

of mind will undergo a radical =lteration., It is new conditions which are forcing
Americans to choose between the conception cf their national Promise as & process
and an ideal. Before, however, the nature of these novel conditions and their
significance can be considered, we must examine with more care the rel-tion be=-
tween the sarlier American economic and social conditions and the ideas and in-
stitutions associated with them. Only by a better understanding of the popular
tradition, only by an analysis of its merits and its difficulties, can we reach

a more consistent and edifying conception of the Promise of .American 1ife,

IT How the Promise has been Realized

A1l conditions of jimerican life have tended to encourage an easy, generous, and
irresponsiblec ogptimism, As compared to Europeans, americans have been very much
favored by circumstances. Had it not becn for the itlantic Ocean and the virgin
wilderness, the Unitasd States would never have been the Land of Prcmise, The
Furopsan Powers have been obliged from the very conditions of their existence to
be more circumspect and less cenfident of the futurs. They are always by way of
fighting for their national security and integrity. With possible or actual
enemies on their several frontiers, and with their land fully cccupied by their
own population, they need above all to be strong, to be cautious, to be united,
and to be opportune in their policy and behavicr, The case of France shows the
danger of neglecting the sources of internal strangth, while at the same time
philandering with ideas and preojects of human ameliocration. Bismarck and Cavour
seized the opportunity of making cxtremely useful for Germany and Italy the
irrelevant and vacillating idezlism and the timid absclutism of the third Napo-
leon., Great Britain has occupied in this respect a better situation than has
the Continental Powers. Her insular security made her more independent of .the
menaces and complications of foreign politics, and left her free to be measurably
liberal at home and immeasurably imperizl abroad. Yet she has mude only a cir-
cumspect use of her freedom, British liberalism was forged almost exclusively
for-the British people, and the British peace for colonial subjects. Great
Britain could have afforded better than France to tie its national lifc to an
over-national idea, but the only idea in which Britons have really believed
was that of British security, prosperity, and power, In the case of our own
country the advantages possessed by England have bcen amplified and extended.
The United States was divided from the mainland of Surcpe nct by a channel but
by an ocean., Its dimensions were continental rather thon insular, We were for
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the most part freed from alien interference and could, so far as we dared, ex=-

periment with political and social ideals. The land was unoccupied, and its
settlement offsred an unprecedented area and abundance of economic opportunity.
sfter the Revolution the whole political and sccial organization was renewed,

and made both more serviceable and more flexible, Under such happy circumstances
the New W rld was assuredly destined to become to its inhabitants a Land of Pro=
mise,--a land in which men were offered a fairer chance and 2 better future than
the best which the 0ld World could afford,

No more explicit expression has sver been given to the way in which the Lend of
Promise was first conceived by its children than in the "Letters of an American
Farmer." This book was written by a French immigrant, Hector St. John de Creve-
coeur before the Revolution, and is informed by an intense cunsciousness of the
diffaerence betwcen conditions in the 0ld and in the New World. 'What, then, is
an ‘merican, this new man?" asks the Pennsylvanian farmer. "He is either a
European or the descendant of a Buropean; hence the strange mixture of blood,
which you will find in nco other countryeees

"He becomes an American by being reccived in the broad lap of our great Alma
Mater. Here individuals of all nations are mclted intu a new race of men, whose
labors and prosperity will one day cause great changes in the world, Here the
rewards of his industry follow with equal steps the progress of his labor; this
labor is founded on the basis of self-interest; can it want a stronger allure-
ment? Wives and children, who before in vain demanded a moursel of bread, now
fat and frolicscme, gladly help their fathor to clear those fields, whence ex-
uberant crops are to arise to feed them all; without any pert being claimed
either by a despotic prince, a rich abbot, or = mighty lord.... The American 1is
a new man, who acts upon new principles; he must therefore entertain new ideas
and form new opinions., From involuntary idleness, serviles dependence, penury,
and useless labor, hz has passed to toils of a very different nature rewarded
by emple subsistence. This is an smerican," '

although the foregeing is one of the first, it is also ons of the most explicit
descriptions of the fundamental imerican; and it deserves to be analyzed with some
care. According te this French convert the American is a man, or the descendant
¢f & man, who has emigrated from Zurcpe chiefly because he expects to be better
able in the New Worli to enjoy the fruits of his own labor., The conception
implies, consequently, an 0ld World, in which the ordinary man cannot become in-
dependent and prosperous, and on the other hand, a New World in vhich economic
opportunities and much wmore abundant znd accessible. f4merica has been peopled
by Europeans primarily because they expectzd in thit country to make morz money
more easily. To the Eurcpean immigrant--that is, to the ali:ns who have been
converted into .mericans by the advantages of american life--the Promise of
america has consisted largely in the oppertunity which it cffered of econcmic
independence and prosperity. Whitever else the better future, of which Europeans
anticipate the enjoyment in .merica, may contain, these converts will consider
themselves cheataed unless they are in a meazsure relieved of the curse of poverty.

This conception of imerican life and its Promise is as much alive to-day 2s it
was in 1780, Its expression has no coubt been modified during four generations
of democratic political independence, but the modification has consisted of an
expansion and a development rather than of a transpesition, The native american,.
like the zlien immigrant, conceives the better future which awaits himself and |
other men in America as fundamentzlly a future in which economic prosperity will _
be still more abundant and still more accessible than it has yet becen either here
or abroad. No alteration or attenuation of this demand has been permitted. With
all their professions of Christianity their national idea remzins thorcughly = .
worldly, They do not want either for themselves ur for their descendants an |
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indefinite future of poverty and deprivation in this world, rodecmed by beatitude
in the next. The Promise, which bulks so large in their patrlrtlc outlook, is a *
promise of cemfaort and prosperity for an ever increasing majority of good “meri-
cans, At a later stage of their social development they may come to belmeve

that they have ordered a larger supply of presperity than the econcmic factory

is capable of producing. These who are already rich and comfortable, and who

are keenly alive to the difficulty of distributing these benefits over a larger
social area, may come to tclerate the idez th:t poverty and: want are an essen-
tizl part of the social order. Put as yet this traditicnal buropean opinion

has found few echoes in America, even ameng the comfortable and the rich., The
general belisf still is that Americans are not destined to renounce, but to enjoy.

Let it be immediately added, however, that this econcmic independence and pros-
perity has always been abs»lutely a55301atua in the “merican mind with free
political institutions. .The "imerican Farmer" traced the good fortune of the
Burcpean immigrant in america, nct merely to the abundance of economic opportunity,
but to the fact that a ruling class of abbots snd lords had no prior claim to

a large share of the products of the soil. He did not attach the name of demo-
cracy to the improve! political and sccial institutions of America, and when

the political differcnces betwsen Great Britzin and her american colonies cul-
minated in the -Revolutionary var, the eonverted " merican Farmer" was filled with
anguish at this viclent asserticn of the "New Amsricanism." Nevertheless he was
fully clivz to the benefits which the immigrant enjcyed from a lerger dose of
political and social freedom; and so, of course, have been 211 the mors intelli-
gent of the European converts to .mericanism. A certain number of them, particu-
larly during the carly years, came vver less for the purpose of riaking money than
for that c¢f esczping from AUPJPELH lelth"l and religicus persecution. america
has always been conventionally concsived, not merely as a land of abundant and
accessible economic opportunities, but alsv as a refuge for the oppressed; and
the irmigrant ships are crowdsd both during times :f Zuropean famine and during
times of political rcvoluti:n ani persecution.

Inevitably, however, this aspect of the /merican Promise has undergone certain
important changes since the establishment of .ur natiznal inlepenience. %When the
colenists succeeded in emancipating themselves from political =llegiance to Great
Britain, they were cunfrontel by the tosk f org .nizing a stable an. efficiznt
governn-nt without encruaching on the frecdom which was even at that time tradi-
tionally as ociatsd with mmerican Life. The task wes by no me .ns an easy one,
ani requirsd for its performunce the application of other pelitical principles
than that of freedom. The men who were responsible for this gra:st werk were not,
perhaps, entirely candid in recognizing the profoun:i modifications in their tradi-
tional ideal which their ccnstructive pslitical work had implied; but they were

at all events fully aware of the great importance of their a’dition to the ~meri-
can ilea, That ilea, while not ceasing to be at bottoh econ.mic, become more

than ever political an? social in its meaning and c.ntents, The Lund of Freedom
became in the course of time also the dani of Equa llty. lhs specizl “merican.
political system, the censtructicn of which was prulicted in the "Farmertst
assertion of the necessary novelty of “mericon modes of thought and action, was
mace explicitly, if not uncompromisingly, .emccratic; and the success of thls
democratic political system was indissolubly associated in the American min huth
the persistence of abuncant anZ wilely distributed econsmic prosperity. Our
democratic institutions became in a sense the guarantze that prosperity would con-
tinue tc be abundant 2nd accessitle. In case the majority of good Americans were
not prospercus, there woul<d be grave reasons for suspecting that our institutions,
were not loing their Cuty, ;

The more consciously democratic Amcricans became, however, the less they were
satisfied with a conception of the Promisei Lanl, which went no farther than a
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pervasive economic prosperity guaranteed by free institutions. The amelioration
promised to aliens an! to future .mericans was to possess its moral and social
aspects., The implication was, and still, is that by virtue of the more comfort-
able and less trammelec lives which Americans were enabled  to lead, they would
constitute &« bettcr society and would become in general a worthier set of men,
The confidence which Aimericen instituticons placed in the American citizen was
consiiered equivalent to a greater fuith in the excellence of humen nature,

In our favored lan: pclitical liberty and economic opportunity were by a process
of natural education inevitably making for individual and social amelioration.’
In Europe the people did not have a fair chance. Population increased more
quickly than economic opportunities, and the opportunities which did exist were
largely monopolized by privileged classes. Power wos lodged in the honds of a
few men, whosc interest dependel upon keeping the people in a condition of
economic and political servitude; and in this way a diverce was created between
individual interest end social stability and welfare. The interests of the
privileged rulers demanded the perpztuation of unjust institutions. The interest
of the people demanded a revolutionary urheaval. In the absence of such a revo=-
lution they had no sufficient inducement to seek their own moterial an? morzl im- .
provement. The theory was proclaimed and accepted as & justification for this
system of popular oppression thut men were not to be trusted to tzke care of
themselves--thot they could be kept socially useful cnly by the soverest measures
of moral, religicus, and political <iscipline. The theory of the American
democracy and its practice was procleined to be the antithesis of this Juropean
theory and practice, The people were tc be trusted rather than suspact=d and
disciplined., They must be tied tc thzir country oy the strong bond of self-
interest. Give them 2 fair chance,and the natural goodness c¢f human nature would
do the rest, Inlividual and public interest will, on the whole, coincile, pro-
vided no individuals are allowed to have special privileges. Thus the imerican
system will be predestined to success by its own adequacy, and its success will
ccnstitute an encrmous stricds towards human amelisraticn. Just because our
systim is at bottom a thorcugh test of the ability c¢f human nature to respond
atmirably to a fair chance, the issue of the exreriment is bound ‘to be of more
than national importance., The imsrican system stands for the nighest hope of

an cxcellent worldly life that mankin? has yet ventured,--the hope that men can
be improved without veing rettered, th:t they cun ve saved with:-ut sven vicaricusly
being nailed to the cross.,

Such are the claims advanced cn behalr of the imerican syster; an within certain
limits this system has made pead. Americans have been mure than usuzlly pros-—
percus, They have been more than usually free. They have, on the whole, made

their freedem and prosperity contribute to 2 higher level of indivilual and social
excellence., Most assuredly the avirage .mericunized American is neither a more
intelligsnt, a wiser, nor a Uetter man thon the average Burspean; tut he is likely
to be 2 more energetic and horeful cone. Out of a million well-established Ameri-
cens, taken inliscriminately frim all sccupations and conditions, comrared to a
corresponiing asscriment of Eurspeans, a larger preporticn of the former will

be leading alert, active, and useful lives., WWithin a given social area there will
be a smaller amcunt of sucial wreckage an! 2 larger amcunt of wholescne and profit-
able achievement. The mass =f the Zmerican pecnle is, on the whole, more deeply
stirred, more th.uroughly awake, more assertive in their perscnal deminds, and more
confident of satisfying them. In a2 word, they are mare alive, anc they must be
credited with the moral and social benefit attaching tc a larger amsunt of vitality.
Furthermore, this greater individual vitality, although intimately connected with
the superior agricultural and industrial opgortunities of & new ccuntry, has not -
been due exclusively to such advantages. Undoubtedly the vast areas of cheap and
fertile land which have been gentinu:usly available for settloment have contributed,
not only to the abumdance of Americah prosperity, but also to the formation of
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smerican character and institutions; and undoubtedly many of the econcmic and T
political evils which are now becoming offensively obtrusive are direcctly or in-
directly ierived from the gradual monopelization of certain important economic
opportunities. Nevertheless, these opportunities could never have been ccnvéerted
so quickly into substantial benefits had it not been for our more demccratic
political and sccial forms. 4 privileged class does not secure itself in the
enjoyment of its advantages merely by legal intrenchments. It depends quite as
much upon disqualifying the "lower classes" from utilizing their opportunities
by a species of social inhibition. The rail-splitter can be so easily encouraged
to believe that rail-splitting is his vecation, The tragedy in the life of Mr.
J. M. Barrie's "idmirable Crichton" was not due to any legal prohibition of his
conversion in England, as on the tropic island, into 2 veritable chief, but that
on ®English soil he did not in his cwn soul want any such elevaticn and ~istinction.
His very loyalty to the forms and fabric of English life kept him fatuously con-
tent with the mean truckling and meaner domineering of his pesition of butler.

On the other hand, the loyalty of an American to the American idea would tend to
m=ke him aggressive and self-confident., Our Jemocratic prohibition of any but
occasional social distinctisns and our demccratic dislike to any suggestion of
authentic social inferi:rity have contributed as essentially to the fluid and
elastic substance of Am rican lifc as have its abundant and accessible economic
opportunities.

The increased momentum »f American life, both in its particles anu its mass, un-
questionably has a ccnsidsrabls moral ani socizl value, It is the beginning, the
only possible beginning, of a better life for thes people as indiviluals and for
scciety. So long as the great mejority of the poor in any country are inert and
are laboring with:ut any hope of substantial rewarls in this worll, the whole
associated life of that community rests »n an equivocal foundation. Its moral
ani social order is tied to an sconcmic system which starves and mutilates the
great majority of the porulaticn, and under such conditions its religion necessar-
ily becomes a spiritual irug, acministered for the purpose of subdluing the pop-
ular discontent and relieving the popular misery. The only way the associated
life of such 2 community can be radically improved is by the lcavening of the
inert popular mass., Their wants must be satisfied, and must be sharpenew and
increased with the habit of satisfaction, During ths past hunirel years every
Turopean state has mace a great strile in the direction of arousing its poorer
citizens t. be more wholesomely active, liscontented, ani expectant; out our own
country has succeeded in traveling farth:r in this direction then has any other,
and it may well be nroud of its achievement., That the Americon political and
econcmic system has accomplishel so much on behalf of the oriinary man Jdoes con-
stitute the fairest hope that men have been justified in entertaining .f a better
worldly crder; and any higher socizl achievement, which America may hereafter
reach, nust depend upon an improved perpetuation of this process. The mass of
mankind must Le arsused to still gre.ter activity by o still mere abundant satis-
faction of their needs, and by a conscquent increase of their aggressive discon-
tent . 3 ' I

The most discriminating appreciation, which I have ¢ver read, of the sccial value
of American national achievement has been written by Mr. John B. Crozier; and

the importance of the matter is such that it will be well tc quote it at length,
Says Mr. Crezier in his chaptér on "Reconstruction in america," in the third
volume of his "History of Intellectual Development"; "There, (in imerica) a
natural equality of sentiment, springing ocut of and resting on a broad equality
of material and social conditisns, has been the heritage of the people from the
earliest times.... This broad natural equality cf sentiment, rooted in equal
material opportunities, equal education, equal laws, equal opportunities, and .
equal access to all positions of honor and trust, has just sufficient inequality .
mixed with it--in the shape of zreater or less mental endowments, higher or lower
degrees of culture, larger or smaller material possessions, and so on--tu keep




it sweet and human; while 2t the same time it is all so gently graled, and marked
by transitions so easy and natural, that no gap was anywhere to be discuvered on
which to found an >rder of : r1v1lece or caste. Now an equality like thls, with
the erectness, inlependence, energy, and initiative it brings with it, in men,
spring ffom the loins of an imperial race is a posse351on, not for a nation only,
but for civilizaticn itself and for humanity. It is the distinct raising of the
entire body of a peaple to a higher level, and so orlngs civilization a stage
nearcr its gcal. It is the flrst successful attempt in recorded history to get
a healthy, natural equality which shculd reach down to the founcdations of the
state anl t: the great masses of men; and in its results corresponds to what in
other lands (exceptlng, perhaps, in luxury alcne) has been attained only by the
few,--the successful and the ruling spirits, To lose it, therefore, to barter
it or give it away, would be in the language of Othellc 1such deep damnation that
nothing else could match,' and would be an irreparable loss to the world and to
civilizaticn,."
Surely nc nation can ask for a higher and more generous tribute than that which
Mr. Crozier renders to Americz in the forezcing quotation, and its value is ‘
increased by the scurce from which it cumes, It is written by a man-who, as a
Canadian, has had the ovpprortunity of kncwingz american life well withcout being
biased in its faver, and who, ns the historian of the intellectusl development
of our rice, has made an exhaustive study of the civilizations both cf the ancient
and the modern werlds. Nothing can be soberly added te it on behalf of American
national achievem:nt, but neither shoule it be diminished by any important idea
and phrase. The jmerican econo mlc, political, and social organization has iven
to its citizens the benefits of meterial or~5“"r1tv, political liberty, and a
whclesome natural equality; and this achievement is a gain, not only tc Americans,
but to the world and to civilization.

III How the Promise is to be Realized

In the preceding section I have becn seeking to render justice to the actual
achievements of the American nation. A work of manifest individual and sceial
value has been wr.ought; anl this work, nct ornly explains the expectant popular
outlock tuwards the future, but it partially <determines:-the character as dis-
tinguished from the continued fulfillment -f the American'national Promise. The
better future, whetevsr else it mey Urinz, must bring at any rate 2 continuation
of the zosd things of the past. The Zrama of its fulfillment must find an
aporspriate setting in the familiar imcrican social and economic scenery. No
matter how remste the end may be, n. matter what unfamiliar sacrifices may event-
ually be required on its behalf, the substance of the existing achievement must
constitute a veritable uesinnin;, because on no cther condition can the attribu-
tion of a peculiar Prcmise t» imerican lifc find 2 specific warrant., On no other
condition would our national Pr rmise constitute rore than an admirsble but
irrelevant moral and social aswziraticn,

The moral and social aspiration pro.er to American life is, of course, the aspira-
tion vaguely described by the word dem.cratic; and the actual achievement of the
American nation soints towards an adequate and fruitful definition of the demo-
cratic ideal. imeric-ns are usually satisfied by a most inadbqumte verbal des-
cription of democracy, but their national cchievement implies one which-is much
more comprehensive and formative. In crder to be true to their past, the in-
creasing comfort and eccnomic indevendence of an ever increasing prop: rtion of_
the population must be secured, and it.must be secured by a combination of in~ "--
dividual effcrt and croper Tulltlcal crganization. Abcve all, however, this L
eccnomic and political system must be mnde to secure results of moral and social
value., It is the seeking cf such results which cunverts gemocracy from a’' politi-
cal system intc 2 c7nstructiva sceizl ideal; and the more the ideal significance
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of the American national Primise is asserted and emphasized, the greater will
become the importance ¢f securing these moral and social benefits,

The fault in the vision of cur national future possessed by the ordinary american
does nct consist in the expectation of .some continuity of achievement. It con=
sists rather in the expectation that the familiar benefits will continue to
accumulate automatically. In his mind the ideal Promise is identified with the
processes and conditions which hitherto have very much simplified its fulfill-
ment, and he fails sufficiently to realize that the conditions and processes are
one thlng and the ideal Promise quite ancther., Moreover, these underlying social
and economic conditicns are themselves changing, in such wise that hereafter the
ideal Promise, instead of being autcmetically fulfilled, may well be ~utomatically
stifled. For two generations and more the American peopls were, from the economic
point of view, most happily situated., They were able, in a sense, to slide down
hill into th: valley of fulfillment. FEconumic conditions were such that, given

a fair start, they could scarcely avoid reaching a desirable goal. But such is
no longa the case., Eccnomic conditions have been profoundly nDulfled, and Ameri-
can pelitical and social problems have been m»dified with them. The Promise of
american life must depend less than it did upen the virgin wilderness and the
Atlantic Ocean, for the virgin wilderness has disappeared, and the Atlantic Ocedn .
has become merely a biz channel. The szme results can no longer be achieved by
the same easy methods. Ugly obstacles have jumped into view, and ugly obstacles
are peculiarly dangerous tu a person who is sliding down hill.,  The man who is
clambering up hill is in a much bettar position tc evade or overcume them. JAmcri-
c~n8 will possess a safer as well 25 2 weorthier vision of their naticnal Promise
as scoon as they zive it a house ¢n a hill-top rather than in a valley.

The very genuine experience uron which American cptimistic fatalism rests, is
equivalent, bLecause uf its limitatiiuns, tc a dangercus inexperience, and of late
years 2n increasing number ¢f Americans have been drawing this inference. They
have been coming to see themselves more as others see them; and as an intrcduction
to a consideration 3f this more critical frame of mini, I am zcinz to quste ancther
foreicnerts view of American life,--the foreigner in thls case being.an Enzlishman
and writing in 1893, :

"The Amsrican note," says Mr. James Muirhead in his "Land 5f Contrasts," "includes
a sense, cf illimitable expansion and -ossibility, an almost childlike cdnfincnce

in human ability ani fearlessness .f both the present and the future, a wider
realization of humin brotherhocd than has yet existed, a zreater theoretical will-
ingness to judze by the incdividucl than by the claes, a breezy indifference to
authority and a positive predilecticn for 1nnJv_t1,n, a marked alertness cf mind,
and a manifold vwrlgty cf interest--above all, an inextinguishable hopefulness

and courage. It is easy to lay cnets finger in America upon almost every one cf
the zreat defects of civilization--even those defects which are specially charact-
eristic of the civilizaticn of the Qld World., The United States cannct claim to
be exempt from manifestations of ec.nomic slavery, of srinling the faces of the
pecor, cof exploitation of thz weak, of unfair districuticn of wealth, of unjust
mono*oly, of unequal laws, of industrial and commercial chicanery, Jf diszraceful
ignorance, of economic fallacies, of public chruptldn, of interested legislation,
of want uf public spirit, of vulgar boasting and chauvinism, of. snobbery, of class
prejudice, >f respect of perscns, and of a preference of the material .ver. the
spiritual. 1In a werd, America has not attained, or nearly attained, parfection.
But below and behind, and beycnd all its weakness and evils, there is the grand
fact of a ncble naticnal theory founded on reascn and conscience." The reader
will remark in the foregoing quotation that Mr. Muirhead is equally emphatic in
his approval and in his disapproval, He generously recognizes almost as much

that is gocd about Americans and their ways as cur most vivacious patrictic oratcrs
would claim,while at the same time he has marshaled an army of abuses and sins
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which sound like an echo of the pages of the London Saturday Review, 1In the end
he applies a friendly dash of whitewash by congratulating us on the "zrand fact
of our n-ble naticnal theory," but to a discerning mind the consolation is not
very consoling., The trouble is thot the sins with which America is charged by,
Mr. Muirhead are flagrant violaticns of our noble national theory. So far as

his charges are true, they are 2 denizl that the American pelitical and econcmic
orzanization is accomplishing the results which its traditicnal claims require.
If, as Mr. Muirhead charges, fAmericans permit the existence »f cconomic slavery,
if they grind the face of the poor, if they expluit the weak and distribute
wealth unjustly, if they allow monopolies to prevail and laws to be unequal, if
they are disgracefully ignorant, politically corrupt, commercially unscrujulous,
socially snobbish, vulgarly boastful, and merally coarse,--if the substance of
the foregoing indictment is really true, why, the less that is said abcut o noble
national theory, the better., A man who is a sturdy sinner all the weck hardly
imrroves his mcral standing by attending church on Sunday and professing a noble
Christian theory of life, There must surely ve some better way of excusing sur
sins than by raising aloft a noble theory of which these sins are a glaring vio-
lation.

I have quoted from Mr. Muirhead, nct because his antithetic characterization of
American life is very illuminating, out bscause of the precise terms of his
chargss against America. His indictument is practically equivalent to the asser-
ti_n that the imeric:n system is n.t, sr at lezst is no longer, achieving as
much as has been claimed cn its vchalf. 4 demoeratic system may permit undefriled
the existence of many sins and abuses, Lut it cannot permit the exploitaticon of
the ordinary man by means of unjust laws ancd institutions, Neither can this in-
dictment be dismissed without arrument., When Mr, Muirhead's book was written
sixteen years agc, the majority >t good Americens would assuredly have read the
charze with an incredulcus smile; Lut in the year 1909 they mizht behave wiffer-
ently. The sins of which Mr. Muirhezd accused Americans sixteen years 230 are
substantially the sins of which tu-day they are nccusing themselves—-or rither
one another. A numerous and powerful group of reformers has been collecting
whose whole political policy and acticn is based on the conviction thit the
neommon peonle have not been getting the Square Dezl to which they are sntitled
unier the Americzn system; ~nd-these reformers are carrying with them - constantly
increasins vedy of public opinicn. A& cunsideraole sroyortion of the American
pecple is beginnin;; to exhicit economic and palitical, as well as personal, dis-
content, A igeneratisn 2o the impliceticn was that if a uman remained poor and
needy, his poverty was his cwn fault, becausz the American systenm was ziving all
its citizens a fair chance. Now, however, thc liscontentec poor are Leginning

to charge their poverty to an unjust pclitical anc econumic organization, and re-
forming agitators do not hesitate to support them in this ccntention. Manifestly
2 threatened cbstacle has been raised against the anticizated realization of our
national Promise. Unless the great-majority of Americans not only have, but be-
lieve they have, a fair chancz, the bitter Aimerican future will be danerously
comrromised, : : :

The conscious recognition of grave national abuses casts a deep shacow across the
traditional Amefican ratrictic vision. The sincere and cindid reformer can no
longer consider the nationzl Prcmise as destined to automatic fulfillment. The
reformers themselves are, no Joubt, far from believing that whatever peril there
is cannot be successfully averted, They make a noint of oeings as patrictically
rrorhetic as the most "old-fashivned Demcerat." They sroclaim even more loudly
their conviction of an induvitable and a beneficent national future. But they
do not and cannct Lelieve that this futuré will take care of itself. is reformers
they are bound tc assert that the natinal body requires for the time Leinz a ™
good deal of medical attendance, and many of them anticipate that even after the
doctors have discontinued their daily visits the patient will still need the ’
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supervision of a sanitary specialist. He must be persuaded to behave so that he
will not easily fall ill agaln, and sc that his health will be permanently im-
proved, Consequently, just in so far as reformers are reformers they are obliged
to abandon the traditional American patriotic fatalism, The national Promise has
been transformed into a closer equivalent of a national purpose, the fulfillment
of which is a matter of conscious work.

The transformation of the old sense of a gloricus national destiny intc the sense
of a serious national purpose will inevitably tend tc make the popular realization
of the Promise of American life both more explicit and more serious., As long as
Americans believed they were able to fulfill 2 noble national Promise merely by
virtue of maintaining intact a set of political institutions anl by the vigorous
individual pursuit of rrivate ends, their allegiance tc their national fulfill-
ment remained more a matter-of words than of deeds; but now that they are being
aroused from their patriotic slumber, the Pffect is inevitably to disentangle the
national idea and to zive it mcre dignity. *he redemption of the national Promise
has become a cause for which the good American must fight, and the cause for
which a man fights is 2 cause which he more than ever values. The American idea
is no longer to be ppipagated merely by multiplyin~s the chilaren of the West and
by granting ignorant aliens rermission to vote. Like all sacred causes, it must
be propagated by the Word and by that rizht arm +f the Word, which is the Sword,

The more enlightened reformers are cunscious =f the additional dignity and value
which the porularity -f reform has bestiwed upon the American idea, but they still
fail tc realizg the deeper implications of their cwn programme. In abandoning

the clder conception of an autom:tic fulfillment of our national destiny, they
have abandoned more of the traditional imerican point of view than they are aware,
The traditional american optimistic fatzlism was not of accidental urlbln, and it
cannot be abandoned without involving in its fall scme other impertant ingredients
in the accepted American tradition. Not only was it dependent on econcmic ccndi-
tions which prevailed until comparatively recent times, but it has been associateéd’
with certain erroneous Lut highly cherished zn:litical theories. It has been
wroucht intu the fabric cf our popular econcmic and political ideas t5 such an
extent that its overthriw necessitates a partial revision of some =f the most im-
portant articles in the traditicnal ,merican creed,

The extent and the character of this rovision may be inferred from a orief con-
sideraticn of the effect upon the substance of cur national Promise of an altera-
tion in its preposed method of fulfillment. The substance of our naticnal Promise
has consisted, as we have seen, of an improving popular econumic condition, guar-
anteed Ly democratic political institutions, and resulting in moral and sccial
amelioration. These manifold benefits were to be sbtained merely by liberating

the enlightened self-interest of the American people, The beneficent result
followed inevitably from the action of wholly selfish motives--provided, of course,
the democratic political system of equal rights was maintained in its integrity. “
The fulfillment of the ‘merican Promise was considered inevitable beczuse it was
base:d upon a combination of self-interest ani the natural goodness of human nature,
On the other hand!, if the fulfillment of our national Fromise can nc longer be
considered inevitable, if it must Le considered as equivalent to a conscious nation-
al purpose instead of an inexerably national destiny, the implication necessarily
is that the trust repgosed in individual self-interest has been in some measure
betrayed, No preestablished harmony can then exist between the free and abundant
satisfaction of private needs and the accomplishment =f a morally and sccially
desirable result., The Promise of imerican life is to be fulfilled--not merely by
a maximum amcunt of economic freedom, but by a certain measure of discipline; not
merely by the abundant satisfaction of individual cesires, but by a large measure
of individual sulicrdination and self-denial, And this necessity of subordinating
the satisfactisn of individual desires to the fulfillment of a natiunal purpose
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is attached particularly to the absoriLing occupation of the American 1e0ple,-the
occuzation, viz.: of accumulating wgalth, The automatic fulfillment of the Am-—
erican national Prcmise is to be abandoned, if at all, -recisely because the
traditional :merican confidence in 1nd1v1dual freodon has resulted in 2 morally
and socially undesirable distribution of wealth.

In making the concluding statement of the last paragraph I am venturing, of
course, upon very cebatalle ground. Neither can I attempt in this immediate
connection t¢ offer any justification for the statement which mizht -r should
be sufficient to satisfy a stuvtorn skeptic. I must be content for the zresent
with ths bare assertion that the prevailing abuses and sins, which have made
reform necessary, are all of them associated with the »rodigicus concentration
of wezlth, und of the power excrcised by wealth, in the hands of a few men. I
am far from Lelieving that this concentration of economic power is wholly an
undssiravle thing, and I am alsc far frum believing thst the men in whuse hands
this pecwer is ccncentrated deserve, on the whole, any excepticnal meral re-
probztiun for the manner in which it has been used, In certain rcspects they
have served their country well, and in almost every respect their wqr-] 3
immcral standards are those of the great majority of their fellow-countrymen.
But it is none the less true thzt the political corrupticn, the unwise economic
rrivile ses are all uncer existinzg conditions due to the malevelent sucial influ-
ence cf individual and incorprrated jmerican wealth; and it is with which they
are associated, have orizinatad in the peculiar freedom which the imerican tradi-
ticn ani orzanization have granted to the inlividual, Up to a certain point that
freedcm has been and still is Leneficial, Beyond that rcint it is not merely
harmful; it is by way of being fatal, Efficient re;ulatl n there must be; and it
must be regulation which will strike, nct ot the symptems of the eévil, but at-its
roots. The existing concentraticon of wealth and financial power in the hands of a
few irresuensible men is the inevitable sutcome of the chactic individualism.of our
political and eccnomic orzanizaticn, while at the same time it is inimical to
lemocracy, Lecause it tenls to erect political abuses and social inequalities into
a system, The inference which follows may Le disazreeable, Lut it is not to be
escared, In Lecemingz responsible for the subcrdination of the 1r”“V1uuMl to the
dzm2nd of a dominant and constructive naticnal wurpose, the amsrican state will in
effect e makinz itself responsiile for a morally and socially desiraile distribu-—
ti.n _f wealth,

The consequences, then, of converting .ur ;merican nationzl destiny into 2 national
urpose are veginning to e revoluticnary, “hen the Promise of imerican life is
conceived =5 a national ideal, whusc fulfillment is a matter of artful and lalor-
icus work, the effect thercof is sulstantially to identify the naticnal nurpose
with the 5,0111 rrocblem, What the Amsrican -euzle f the present and the future
have really been ‘romised by cur patriotic proshecies is an attemut to sclve that
problem, They have been promised on imerican soil comfort, ;rosperity, and the
oprortunity fur self-imgrovement; and the lesson of the existing crisis is that
such a Promise can never be redeemed by an indiscriminate 'individual scramile for
wealth, The individual comvetition, even when it starts under fair conditions and
rules, results, nct only, as it shculd, in the triumph of the stronzest, but in

the attempt to perpetuate the victory; and it is this 2ttemnt which must be recog-
nized and forestalled in the interest of the Aimerican natinal purpose, The way

to realize a purpese is, nct to leave it to chance, but to keep it loyally in mind,
and adopt means proper to the importance and the difficulty of the task., No vol=—
untary association =f- individuals, resourceful amnl disinterested thJubh they be, -
is comretent to assume the responsibility., The rroblem belonzs to the American !
national democracy, and its soluticn must be attempted chiefly by means of offlcial
national action. :

Neither can its attempted solution be escaped. VWhen they are confronted by the x
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indivitual sacrifices which the fulfillment cf their national Promise demands,
Americ'.n political lenders will find many excuses for iznoring the responsivility
thersby implied; but the difficulty of such an attempted evasion will consist in
the rsenforcement of the historical tradition by a logical and a practical -
necessity. The American problem is the social problem partly because the social
oroblem is the democratic preblem. .merican =olitical and social leaders will
find th-t in a democracy the problem cannot te evaded. The American people have
nc irremediable political grievances. No good American denies the desirability

of porular sovereisnty and of a zovernment which should somehuw represent the
ropular will, While our national instituticns may not Le a perfect embodinent of
these doctrines, a decisive and a resolute nosular majority has the power to alter
American institutions and zive them a more irmmediately rerzresentative character.
Existing relitical evils and'abuses zre serious enouch; but inasmuch as they have
come inty veinz, not azainst %&i will, but with the connivance of the merican
~eople, the latter are respensible for their persistence. In the lon; run, con-
sequently, the -rdinary American will have nothing irremediable to complain about
excett econcmic and sccial inequalities. In Euroze such will not e the case.

The scveral Furcrean peoples have, and will continue to have, political srievances,
tzcause such rievinces are the inevitatle consequence of their national history
ani their international situation; and as lonz 2s these grievances remain, the
more alfficult social sreblem will Le subordinated to an agitati.n for political
emznciration. But the /merican eople, having achicved democratic institutions,
have nothing tc do but to turn them to pood accownt, In so far zs the sccial
provlem is a rel problem and the sconcmic grievance a real grievance, they are
brund under the American rolitical system to c.me eventually to the surface and

ts demand express and intelliemb consideratiun, 4 demccratic idesl makes the

.

s:cial vrovlem inevitable an! its attempted solutiosn indisyrensaila,

I am fully aware, as already intimated, that the forgoing interpretati.n of the
Fromise .f imerican life will seem fantastic and ~onsxisus tc the srect majority
of /nericans, and I am far from claiming that any reascns as yet allejed afford a
sufficient justification for such a radical transformation of the troiiiti-nal
niti nal =olicy and demceratic creed, All that can Ue claimed is that if a demo-
cratic ideal makes an express consiceraticn of the social- problem inevitable, it
is of the first importance for imericans to rezlize this truth and to understand
the reascns for it, [Furthermors, the assumitin is worth makinz, in case the
traditicnal American system is Lreakin: lown, Lecause a more highly socizlized
democracy is the cnly practical substitute on the part of ccnvinced wemoerats for
an excessively inlividualizel democracy. Of ¢ urse, it will Le claimed thut the
traciticnal system is not vreakin: Gown, and 27ain n. absolute proof of the sreak-
down, ~ni again no absolute ~riof of the Lreaki-wn has Leen or can e alle:ed,
Nevirtheless, the serious nature of conteém. .rary imerican political and economic
Symptums at least cuintedly suz:ests the existence of some raiical disease, and
when one assumes such ts Le the case, one cannct be accused of borrowing trouble, I

.shall, consecquently, start from such an assumction and make an attempt to exslain

contemnorary american yrollsems as in nart the result of the cractice of an erroneous
dem-cratic theory, The attemnt will necessarily involve a Lrief review of. cur poli-
tical ani ecounomic history, undertsken fzr the rurpose of traging; the traditional
ideas of their origin anu testing them by their performinces., There will follow a
detailed examination of current political and econsmic provlems anl conditions—
considersd in relatiosn to the Aimcrican democratic tradition and to the yproposed re-
vision there:.f, 1In view of tho increasing ferment of imericen political and econ-
omic thought, no apolugy is necessary for submitting our traditisnal ileas and
practices to an examination from an untralitional point of view. I need scarcely
add that the untraditicnal rcint £ view will contain little or no original matter,
The only novelty such an inquiry can claim is the novelty of applying ideas, long
familiar to foreign pclitical thinkers, to the subject-matter of American life.

When aprliad to American life, this jroup of ileas assumes a sumewhat new complexion
and siznificance; and the promise of such a small amount of ncvelty will, I trust,
temzt even a disarproving readsr to follow farther the course of the argument,,
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CRIED BACKGROUND

13th Century is *‘evolution in Men's minds. Jame slowly
by evolution.

New kkimxx idess sbout things and their relations,
about man @1d the power of his mind, about the rights of man
und the nsture of government, shout the rights of states and
revelutions.

Yut of the middle sges, Goalileo in 16-17 century
discovared luws of nature. Issac Jewton ia 17-13 century zontiaued.
Leading thinkers b:gsn to leav: reslm of raligious controversies
leading to wars and to join science wu1d ghudy nature. Natural
sclienece or "nh'ilosopiy"™ teaxme the nmost impt branch of leerniag.

T1: significancs of Newton 4and Galileo is not only that
they i1®luenced the lszsra:=d, hut slso the ordinsry people, sbout
th= aafturs o® msa, ais richts, ais organizastion of govt. ‘

“n the iddle Wges the world was regs rded as a mystery

410 man 88 8 ponr crzsture who ~ould never solve this mystery. It
was thoueht that men were 1sturslly disposed to evil so that if
thay were sllowed to think and act Tor thamselves they would be
sure to do evil things and think wroag things. Therefore it was
supposed that vod had eiven kings s1d princes suthority to govern
men's acts snd the churzh authority to govern their thoushts. The
duty of msn wus to obsy this divinely estghlished suthority of
stete and cnurch without cuestion; snd no one mxx supnosed that

men could ever, hare on sarth, be msde much wiser or better, or
the 7oaditions of life under which they lived much improved.

Tow with science, depressing view of msn chnag 4. [den
Suwthst “"l 1t1%ts w2re sble, by using reason, to 1earn something
about God's uvivarse that the shurch did not kaow.

Man now ronsidered theat the world micht be d=siern=d on a
r=tio~ul Hlan sad that man hsd a rutionul mind cansdle of understwnding
that plan. ~y followineg reason and zxperience man ~ould learn about

the universe 2314 lavis and in the end solwve sll diffi-sulties.
Thiz democratiz idea of the universe made men the master
of his own fate. Men by resson ~ould increase their Xnowledes
and with that, hacome wis=2r aad vetter...+t ensbled man to
bslisve that mankind, throua~h its owa ‘P°ortq, Was ﬂapa“le of
Making progress tavurﬁ perfection.

This was & terrible explosion. if God hsd intended men
to be puided by rzason, he 2ould not have intended them to give
blind ob:dience to mings and churches. Thus the democr-tic idea
of the universe 1 d directly to the democrstic ides of govt and soc.

And so the ‘rench phi losophers uppeared snd agreed thut
truth was something to be discoveresd by thinking. They, therefore,
first believed that msn must befree to think.

W : SR




In their agitation they pointed to the English example.
For 100 yeurs the Englsihwent throﬁgﬁ a strugele sbout religion
and politics out of which ceme s mellowness and & determinstion to
pravent too mich power in a few hands. +hus from the end of the
17th centary the Enelish p=ople enjoyed & greater decree of self-

covernment, free speech, free relirsion then any other people in

~“NTrope.,

This exparienc~ wesvaluable because othars in Europe
ssw that Tngland, with its free esovt, its free religion, its
free thousht was goile more prosperous and stronger than any other
country. Defeated French 1in 3 wars a>d became leading colonial
and commer“isl power.

Voltaire admired the English 8nd made war on intolerance.
de ureued that the pgrestest advancement in knowledge and ciwviligation
occurred when there was gregtest freedom of thought.

By the end of the 13th century, few people believed
in the diwvinz right of kings to govern ss they vleas=2d.

Works of Tohn Locke " Two Treatisss of Yoveramant" (1538):
i) ALl men have certain natural tights, s —~ight to life, liberty
sn1d possession whish they acocuire by their own labor;
2) God gave men rewson in order thdat ey may know what their
natural ~i h1ts are and in order that they msy deviss & govt to
protest them in th=2ir rights
3) Men, tharefore, ewe obedience to the govt they have estsblished,
as long as the govt orotects them in their rieats.
4) When any govt ceases to do this, the men who mude it may destroxy it.
this is both a demncratic and revolutionarz theory. it
affirms that govarnments are made by men for the protection of their
natural richts a1d may be overturned when they cesse to protect
those rights. Any people wishing to change their form of govt
would be glad to horrow so convenient & theory. In the 18th cent.

it was borrowed by Americuan snd French (Read).




Rousseau influenced by Locke. de said the men are
nsturally good and if they do evil, it is chiefly because
t12 conditions in whivh they live meke 1t impossible to do
otherwise. Three bad conditions: 1l)unequal distribdtion_of
wealth, which enabled the feﬁ to live in idleness and luxury
and compelled the many to toil.;2) inequality of rank and
privilege which gave toa few an unfair advantace; 3) false

system of educsation which taugfht people to value rank, wealth,

socinl position more than tal=nt, virtue or service to others.

The rood socisty: all men have certain natural rights
a1d liberties. This bheing so, no msn can justly be denrived
of his natural rishts snd liberties without his own consent.
in society us ot existed men had been deprived of their richts
and liberties without their zonssent. <o govt has rightful
sut ority over men ualess it had been ‘stablished by the
consant of sll the people....?@us governaments derive their
lagitimate suthority from the zonsant of the rovarned instead

of from th=2 will of Cod.
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DEMOCRACY

This development led to the qonvictioh at the end
of the 18tﬁ-century that a movement towsrds démocraqy was
part of the' great process of man's,development from savagery
to ecivilization and from highesr to higher stages of civilizatidn.

The main political movements of the 19th and early
20th centuries supplied illustertions of an apparently
democratic trend.

At thé close of the JNapoleonic wars; eicept for
England (limited monarch), US (democraéy) snd Switzerland,
govarnments in the re=st of the world were penzrsally in the
hands of her=ditary kines and nobles who ruled alons or with
but slicht r=straint from assemblies representing only the
privileged.

“Jithin the next century up until 1914 war, popular
covernments mere widely ~xtanded: dgmocrétic nonstitutions
were set up throushout the western hemesphere (1848 Revolts);
France becams s rapublic ; representative nurlismnents set up
in &l)l the r maining mo noarchies except Russis......Also,
successive suffra-e re“orms steudily inzrsasad the osroportion
of :itizzns 31titled to partizinate in covt.

‘wven with I, deamocracy seemed on the larch. +opular

p2ac2ful and bloody revolitions swept away & tsar, s sultah,

thrze empnarors, nearly a scor>2 of minor kings dukess and nrinces.

Yet, we are no longer so sure.

p.98.9.94.94:C.0.0.9.9.¢:0.9¢.$.94.5.6.3.1.5 .9
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DUMOCRATIC DSFEAT

Large scsle industry created industrial despots within
socisties politically organized as democracies and the former
begun to make the decisions that affected most seriously the
welfare of the masses of workers and zonsumers...This they

did and do direstly tarourh the power to fix the income and
livine z2o0-ditions of the workers and the cost of the necessities

of 1ife for the other inhabitunts......Also, by control ling

the means —whereby the social opinion is formed, they determine
indirectly the decision of d2mocratiz assncies. .....+n spite
of dzmocratiz nolitizasl insitutions, therefore, prasent problems

for th2 massas i1 industrial society were not solved.....

+overty, nnemployment, wealth inzquality




SOVIET 7JONSTITUTION

"Citigens of USSR have the right to work ...

"the richt to rest and leisure...

"the risht to maintenance in old sge and slso in case of
sickness or loss of capnacity to work ...

"the right to edneation ...

"Women in the USSR are accorded equal rights with men
in sll spherss of economic, state, caltural, socisl
and politicsl life ...

"Equality of rishts of citigens of the USSR, irrespective
of their nationslity or race, in all spheres of
:conomic, state, cultursl, socisl and politicsl
life, is an indefeasible law",

TRENJH DICLARATION OF RIGHTS (1791)

"Men are born and remain a2cusl in rishts ... The
aim of every nolitical association is the protection
of the natural snd imprescriptible riehts of man. These
rishts sre liberty, property, security, and resistsnce
to opnression ... Law is the expression of the eeneral
mill. All citizens have the richt to share nersonally,
or by their representatives, in its formation".
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Draft Constitttion Adot
- I

Special to Tar New York TiMzs,
PARIS, Sept. 20—The text of the law providing the establishment LA
of the constitution of the French Republic follows: '

PREAMBLE D
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Differences of opinion arise when it is asked in what

|
4

ot it
T o

respect men can be asserted to be equsl. ﬂlth the growth of
biological &nd psychological knowledge, the clalm thet men

abandoned. +n place of equality as a fact, it has come to be
affirmed as a prosram sad as an ide 1. ~dmitting that men are

:
|
\
' approximate to the sume physicsl or mental stature has been
not =2qually endowed or circumstanced, we still feel that to
an indefiaitel’ greater extent they oughtto be. Along with the
shift of cleim from the natursl to the normative xtatmIWOrld;
it has grown more specific. The phrase "Give every men his : 5
chunce", which sums up the demosratic attitude today ss well us
aly, nas in its intention to guarantee not oaly such thiags as
ernulity hefore tha law snd manhood suffrage, but .universsal
education, public health, ez2onomic insurance - perhsps even
the sociul z2ontrol o monopolies.
Jow while few will deny that the idea of souality, like g
m-ny anothar notiorn desling with humsn relestions, has the power
‘toroaée the will, to warm the emotions &nd to serve as a ebsal
.
of the socisl process, its sisnificance seems to lie deeper than
81y mare romuntic m ke-bslieve. For besides zonsoline men's
fancies, it serves as a lordcal condition of their experience. s

Jpo1 it, in fact, depends the possihility of all commnication ¥
of ideas, of 8all conperstiva enterprises. Unly by accepting the

saanineness of other persons in the ssme s ense as our own, can
we enetr into sociuldesliag with them. Only by being "on the level”

can we establish 8 common footing of give and take. “"ere I to

seek to converse with s stone, I should have to treat it as

3

"as good as" and "ss real .as" I. For without recogniion of otherafﬁ
as "as much themselves &s we sre oursslves", intercourese loses

its meaning and ohjective rpferencé

Sl A
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How ought we to treat oneanothier in ordsr to facilitate ‘the
life thet we want?....It is true thet is not the way bur'fﬁunding'
faethers put it.-They said men were crested equal and nw many of us
believe thut men were not created at all but happened and grew..
They said thut men are equal by nature and now, for many, nature

hns gone the way of anthropomorphism......Yetlin spite of what
they said, they mesnt by their assertion of universal equality

thet the day of the zommon mun had arrived.

Apart from any question of e:tual equality, we must treat
men in some ad=quste sense as 2quals, since as democrats we want
8 world in which we can live peaceably together a full free life.
ugn is » growing animel. The equalitesrisn formula mesns st
least equulity of consideration in order that wecan then psss
better judement intelligently upon whether men are naturally eoual.
R85585559555858505854588

The doctrine of superiority has always been s means of
dividing men, of sestine one zlass or one people over others

and sfainst others....+he proposition of equality implies the

u1ity of men.
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ilen sre not. equal: physicslly, metaslly, morally,
particularly if we messure them with %he eye. in fact, in

any sense of the word which leawves out the question of

final woeth...“e sll know this and yet there is meaning to
the idea of equality. The shortcoming of measurement is thst
it never settles the question of ultimete worth...+t is hard

to put & man in his plece with a tape measure.

Weigh him and find him wanting, but he will insist thet

P

others are no better than he. Bigeer, stronger, cleverer, more

e
TP,

¥

£
P
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" determined they may be; better they are not..vur fellww, by

i

messurement small in one way or snother, simply rejects the
standurds used against him. -le deni=s their validify.

If & man finds measurement used to assign privilege to
another and privation to himself, he st once doubts the quality
measured as 8 proper stunderd.....He cannot deny the obvious facts
of messurament, but he does desny that this standard should serve
as the price tag of his finsl worth.....*o man wishes to have
his place determined by a cuslity which he lacks or by e kind
of activity in which he does not excell.

The eculitarian wishes to be judeed as a man....The

AR

proposition o' human equality cen never be proved by physicel \

u
*
-~
e
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meusirement, nor by intelligence tests,. But since an egslitarian

beliesves that men is more than 8 being contuined between.his
hat and his boots; he sees omet ing of a dignity and spark. He,
therefore , seeks snother standard universslly acceptable to - _7.;
determine the final worth of mén....+his means not judeing men b&f
his abilities or appeafsnce, but by the human wvalues of his :

deepest beiﬁg.



‘ infinite significance and worth. His thought, his knowledh,

-

Each men to himself is the cen er of fheunivﬂxq.thire 549

is his life; death is hisdeath. He hus sn idea of his own

his senses are all parts of his world....Whatever the world

thiaks of niﬁ, here and now, for better or worse, the world
sturts and stops with his own swareness....*t is & dream, 8 play,‘l

8 trsgedy or a comedy as he may see it; itis & game or a
struggle, a triumph or a disster as he acts in it; a source
of pain or plessure or sorrow and joy az2cording to his
feelings; & riddle, challenge, or order according to his

thoughts

Equality then csan be stated zo0ldly, feomaterically.
.Bach man is to himself eaual to the greast world of his own

gxperience. in what matters most to men, this world has the

same import to all; it teaches each the lesson of his own 5
infinite worth. »nd so men who are ecusl toeach other are '?i
S

aqual to each other. One being of iafinite worth cannot he -i
Ia-

ereater or less than another of infinite worth....EBsch man should ;E%
judge the worth of others as he judges his won. j}
5

“he do‘trine of inequl&ity is discredited as soon ss
w3 apply our intellirence. len ﬁill never consent to hsve their
final worth detérmined by & sinele capacity to the ad vantage oﬁly

or s few. Justice can never be saccepted by 8ll unless it takes

every man t the value which he places on himself.
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\ntiell. S. Trend Grows in India;.
Food Shipments<A gguse Hostility

Americans Are Depicteff as Money-Mad,
Godless and Immoral People, Uniit to
Take Leading Role in World Affairs

/v By GEORGE E. JONES »
3oz By \\_Fj_reltu to Tax Nrw Yorx TiMes. ?
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g T NATURs OF THE PROBL:EM

Some of the most crucial questions facing man today and
everyday concern themselves with his nature. What is the nature of
man? Most of man's intellective energies have been directed toward
that question.

Whatever convictions we have reiating to democracy or
our advocacy of an elite system of life, if they are to be intelligent,

- must refer back to our answer to the question of What is Man? |

If man is base, vile, the victim of original sin, an original
Calvinist notion, subject to perpetual punishment from a God of
Wrath (a very prevalent notion in political thought), then , of
course, he cannot be trusted with making decisions for himself.

If you believe, however, uéing religious terms once more,
that he is a “on of God, made in his image, with potentialities of
reaching the level of new heights, then, of course, you do trust

man with the making of decisions.,.

On another plane: scientifically.- If looking at the
evolutionary process in nature, you come to see that man actually 1is
little more than an animal in reality, but a step or two removed, then,
it is only natural that you will scoff at such terms as "dignity of
man", "mights", "freedom".

If, however, looking at the evolutionary process, you see
a development from one low level of life to a higher and still higher,
to ape, to ancient man, to homo sapiens, to man as we know it, then
1t 1s not unreasonable to believe that man can aspire to a higher

level of attainment in the evolutionary process. Then, terms like

= 7 >
Y 5

"freedom", "democracy", mean something as stimuli toward that growth.
Let's take this on 8t.111 another level - the mind and :-ﬁ
" g
here Freud is significant. If you believe that man is'a rational A
.-_'.F'f: T : . ; 'ff
_ being, capable of analysing facts and problems and using his brain “Re
: : QR



to make decisions, then it 1s conceivable that you can be an

optimist. Certainly, there are problems facing the world. But man
will get himself out of them,.

If, however, you look at men's brain as an intricate
mechanism, subject to fixed patterns of thought, involuntary in
its recording of events, binding in its hold upon man, making him
react instinctively without conscious will or premeditation, literally
a slave to basic drives and psychological ﬁrges, then you are no

longer an optimlist with faith in man's making the correct decislons.

It's this central theme that has concenrned so many of
our great thinkers throuzh the ages, part of our course too.
As we go through the course, be aware of this problem
and theme. Let it through your minds.
(Questcions)
Now, you may ask what this has to do with the discussion
we were going to have on the crisis of our time - Dbetween 2 wars.,
Important because it shapes our attitude toward the crisis.
Lt doesn't take a collegs education to find out that our
problems are many and that the world is in difficulty, serious.
All it takes is the use of one's eyes or ears (and they drafted dome
who were hont that well equipped either). We've passed through two
wars and are in the midst of talk about a third.
But knowing that, what do we do about it?
Do we run to a remote island in the Pacific, if we can
find anythat are free of our so called "civilization" or to some R
far away hideout in the Dakotas yo escape from an identity with
these tribulations? :
| Or do we go out as crusading missionaries with fire in . - n%%\
_ F]

our hearts and smoke in our eyes?




‘the personal ethlcs ‘to apply tOWard the problem. That's what eollege

1. . . " .h ‘:._

This course doean t tell you what o do or tell you“

can do for you, if you 1et 1t ‘and do not lose youraelr in technical'
specialization and vocational training....Nor are we concerned with
what course of action you ought chodse. What“we are interested in
doing is giving you a start toward formulating your own philosohy

so that you know why you do what you do.:

With that background, let us try to analyze the crisis

of our times..
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MODERN CLISIS
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‘Until recent years, when the Western World entered World
War I, our main interest was in man's mastery over nature, the . A
physical universe. The 19th century in American history was charac-
terized by the triumph of science and sechnology. *n the last 100 g
years, the advances in the physical sciences, in physics and |
chemistry, have been outstanding. Scholarship, research, money,
effort, attentioﬁ; all of -these were focused upon the physical
sciences and the result is refrigerators, telivision, AND atmic
bombs., Technology.

This was the bullding era; and from the straggling
villages, aundredsof cities arose, to be closely interlaced by the
development of vast facilities of transposration and communication.
+++100 years ago, Chicago consisted of a few hundred frame dwellings
and a few thousand ardent souls...Not far from here in the Northwest
and southwest, the indians had not yet been subdued..iien were to
cut down the forests literally to build their cities. The frontier
was to be conquered; th: country and world bound together with
networks of rails, roads, and wircs.

Horace Yreeley in the NE" YORK TuIBUNE was able to say 90
years ago: "Go West, young man, and grow up with the country"...

The generation which followed witnessed the conquest of a continent.

It was done by a nation turned to individual profit and acquisition.

That was the cry of the times. Individualism,®*in the sense

_ of profit and acquiisition. 4 wide open country with plenty of land :iﬁ

and abounding in natural resources gave ample opportunity to the
man of energy and enterprise to make good.

Hence, we in US had a symbol and credo dealing with log-
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and financial tycoons. syery boy could become president of his company.

Here was the predominant pictufe in peoples' heads, pictures which
still lingef on though their correspondence to real life long since
ceased to exist.

Now, we associate all of this concept with a culture and
a set of values which we call "capitalism". It stands for the kind
of individualism we described, stress &n industrialization, emphasls
on wealth and naterialism for values. |

#ell, something happened to this culture, this system
we call capitalism. 1t doesn't matter for this purpose whether the
system was good or bdad, desirable or no. he fact of the matter is
that it broke down.

In tae US, the frontier disappeared for all intents and
purposes w th the cessation of free land in 1390. . s Growing up was
a large wage earning class dependent upon and attached to machines
and growingly concentrating in larze industrial centers.

‘he fact is that no matter how often we shout the virtues of
competition, "free enterprise", "the right of every man to make as
mach money as hs can", they have largely becous myths. The notion
of an individual moving about freely, bargalning effectively, and
recelving a just reward for his talent ind ingenuity has become mythe.
Our society has changed.

lake the farmer. In 1870, 52.8% of all gainfully employed
persons were in agriculture; those in menufacturing, mining, trade,
commerce was 34.3..In 1986, agriculture had dropped to 21.3% while
the total for the latter was 59.5%.

About 80% of our wageeérners are employed in factorles
with 100 or ﬁore employees. The degree of concntration becomes even

more impressive when we consider such corporations as the A?&T,
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US Steel, General llotors, Standard Oil....Berle and leans éstimated
about 80% oft American business wealth is corporate wcalth.

This corporate rule, which has bec me more dominant,
presents a new framework to which our old ideas appear unrelated,
What's good enough for pappa and momma isn't good enough for usl

Corporate concentration means an increasing number of
workers are brought under single management. The old independent
worker has becoms a wage laborer receiving orders from his boss.
vev.. hen there is added the fact that less than 2,000 individuals
are in'a position to control and direct our industry, the problem
becomes sharper.

These changes, therefore, have brought us steadily away
from pionser individualism to a society closely interdependent and
interrelated.

But the machine has brought other changes as well, for
it does not exist in a vacuum. Take the simple thing called radio.
Invention gavéus radlo. “ut the radio raises a whole host of
questions in economics, politics, social policy: regulation, control
of advertising, censorsinip, use 1ln education...“ultiply this by
the thousands of technological advances which have altered our

culture and we see the complication and the complexity.

‘he breaidown comes in our spending so much time with the
job of building and acquiring, that we didn't have time for dealing
with the orobleﬁ of a soclal order to meet the new world.

It is this chaos that we have inherited. Our social
thinking is still that of the past. We still think, for emmple,

in terms of an economic individualism of the frontier,

And the old patterns persist in schools, churchas, press.
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% 'still 1ook to solutions appropriate to tho ago of agriculture and

r |

OPA dabate is an example. Talk of compotition and supply

:{ . and demand when bulk is in conoentrated control.

¥
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BREAKDOWN OF CULTURE

These inconsistencies haée led to a breakdown of our
civilization: politically, ecohomically, sociologicaily, culturally,
morally. We will define this breakdown further, bpt we can first
generalize it by understanding what 1t has done to MAN, the hero
of our story of humanities.

Welve distinguished man from other animals in that he
has a mind of a sort, is rational to a degree. His brain seems to
have led him to a craving for this thing called "freedom". . Through
the ages, man's thoughts hace revolved about the central problem
of release from slavery of all sorts and for a self-government and
self-expression.

With the breakdown of the culture, however; and the crisis
we see that man has become enslaved. it's been said that modern
man has been in chains most of his life; and there is much truth
in it.

"what are the manifestations of that breakdown? .

e thus see the incongruous sight of ilan, the central
figure in our story, striving to free himself from slavery; our
criteria for civilization 1is the degree to which man can find freedom
and hapvniness for himself as he controls his environment - and yet
the era we live in finds man enslaved, losing frecdom and losing

control of his environment.
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WAR - Let us see if we can suggest and fill in the detalls of the

way in which war indicates and expresses a crisis and breakdown of
our culture, First and obvious, of course, is the fact that when a
society goes about decimating itself, destroying itself materially,
the process reflects a breakdown....“ut aside from that, there are
other ways in which we find the institution leading to the enslavement
of Man and the negation of what his mind strives for.

There 1s the fact that modern war is total. It requires
large armies. Masses of populations bescome subject to a military
caste system,

War also brings society to a peculiar and disturbing position
of making undesirable choices. Once engaged in a war, everything must
be subservient to its winning. Hence, we go ahead and use Atomic
Bombs on helpless people who had no more say in bringling war than the
man in the moon. &4 complete moral breakdownl (sTh= VA rod')

TOTALITARIANISM:- ‘ied in with war during this period. Growing
state power over the individual reaching extreme forms in Germany, Italy
and still today in Spain and ~ussia, (’Iﬁaw Cvrram)

We may not be escaping in the US. Vitness the drive for
permanent conscription, universal...Witness the phenomenon of a
President of the US asking to draft workers who go out on strike in the
recent rallraod controversy.

ECONOMIC INSECURITY:- The last of the Unholy Three, The great
strifles in mass production has made man a cog in wheel. He is now
-dispensable as a nersonality. We get the phenomenal circumstance of’
nobody being secure. There is little or no guarantee for the future.

So people keep working at jobs they donlt like to meke money for-

themselves so that they wouldn t have to continue doing what they don't‘“*~
like and so that they can have some thing for 1llness or oldage.
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But even when they e arn enough for themselves, their children.j;
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aren't secure economically so the parqﬁt keeps oﬁ working to earn
enough to pass on to his children. And you get an everending cycle
of Man working the major part of his waking life at jobs he has no
love for. Psychologists tell us this butlds up frusteations in
modern man, make him unhappy and dissatisfied. The result, of course,
is an escape into cheap dime navels, cheap Hollywood entertainment
on one level,..On the other level, we find an escape in violent
manner of anti-semitism, Negro prejudice, jingo my country and anti-
foreigner patriotism,

There we have a brief picture of the modern crisis and
breakdown.

Story of the tailor who took 40 days to make a pair of
pants, The angry customer complained: "It took God only 6 days to
make the world. “hy does it take you 40 days to kake a pair of pants:"

The tailor led the customer to a window and said: "Yes, but look at

His world and then look at that pair of pantsi"
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] For the past few days, we've been analyzing the world between two =

it wars prior to our entrance into a study of the specific contributions -

3 of the mind during this era. Our discussion, so far, has resolved

¥ about the phenomena of growing state power , totalitarianism, and

¥ war. These phenomena are the outstanding characteristics of our day
and well point up the crisis we face.

The era, however, 1is éignificant in other less apparent ways. It
can broadly be characterised as one of disallusionment after the
Engliphtenment.

A word about the enlightenment: The 18th and particularly the 19th
centuries are particularly significant in the history of the world
as the era during which mentook great strides in intellect and action
toward greater freedom and happiness, cbiteria used by many to define -
civilization and progress. The ideals, of course, were not discovered
then. The thic giving men repect and dignity is an old one. Religion.
Plato.

Thel8th and 19th centurues signifiant for rebirth and for actually
"putting the plans into being., Called Age of Enlightenment. Sxpressed
itself in art, music, literature. In the political and phlilosophical

realm, it expr-sed itself in the works of the ¥pench Philosophers like A\
Montesquieu and Rousseau and in English like Mill and Locke. (Socilal A%
Contract of Rousseau). . : _.?
Particularly signifivant in practical implementation of these great #
ideals, American “redo bia Declaration of Independence. (not Consti- B
tution). Also french Revolt; English reform; European uprsings; ;

Soclalism, ‘

Individualism and optimism was the stress of the era. llan was rational.

He could eliminate war. 211 he needed was education to solve all 4
problems. (Second International; no large wars)....Liberalism: persuasion
and truth seeking, no intolerance (not always attained, but the ldeal e
all people knew would materialize)...~ducation:truth above all costs -g?

(public school eduxation, Mann) L
What happened? Why disallusionment?

Industrialism and Urbanism: people live in same houses, same way, same
plans, go to same movies, , listen same soapoperas, jukeboxes.

Reaction Against 19th Century Liberalism: Intolerance even among so
called "liberals" like PM, GIK Smith--Draft---Truman

Literature: Studa Lbnagan (Farreil), USA (Dos Passos), Sinc lewis.
g ' '
'?1 Religion: Fundamentalist revivalism to original sin; falth; JW

; Education: education not virtue; Iowa (not #inn); technical schools -
g _ (osmosis only); salaries. - o




" we see the Gallup Foll results that 60-70% expect another war very

The extent of the disallusionment becomes evident when
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SOOTN. « .+« oMan came to college so that in the next war he could be f@%
an officer (commentary on wahting to become officers; and on req‘iri383§f
borture of book 1earning.)....leads to & cynicism and time table 8
sort of life. Yrift....Reflects choice of eat, drink and be merry :i.

for tomorrow is war, or bild house, marry, children.

Cynicsm expressed too in idea that we can arm for pesace,
The war is hardly over and we talk that way, Stalin talks that way.
(Patton: Sunday school class in Church of our Savior, -San Gabriel, Cal: -

"You are the soldiers and nurses of the next war. There will be another

war. There always has been. Sunday School will make you good soldiers.")
The problems we have been raising here and bringing to

light have been described in another way: Agent and principal; ends

and means.

Does man exist to serve the state or does the state exist
to serve man?.....ls the state the agent of man or is man the agent
of the state?.,....Is man the end in this whole process of society

or 1s but a means to serve the state?

‘he democratic ideal, of course, strives to have man as
the end., The state exists to serve man; his welfare is the ultimate.
esessTotalitarianism presents us with the reverse’ lian exists as a

means, an instrument for the glorification of the state, or a

dictator or some holy goal.




ANALYSIS OF WAR

Some years ago, Dr. Nicholas dyrray Butler estimated that'
World Yar I cost 30 million lives and 400 billion dollars. With that
amount, he figured we could have placed a home worth $2500 together

with furniture worth $1000 on 5 acres df land for every family In the

‘US, Canada, Australia, England, Wales, Irelang, Scotland, France,

Belgium, Germany’and Russia , with enough left over to glve every
city of 20,000 inhabitants or more in each of those countries a million
dollar library and a 10 million dollar university.

Now, what is it in our mekeup that causes us to choose
as we do: war to houses; destruction to cultivation®

With the development of atomic energy, 1t becomes quite
clear that if we continue in this process, we are doomed.

Senate “tomic Energy Comaittee hearings with potentialities
of chain reaction breaking crust of earth, atmospheric possoning.
Latest germ. spray.

“t's quite clear that war becomes the great plagus of our
day. 1t is tﬁe result of a breakdown in our culture, but it has
become such a great daﬁger in its own right that it muast be understood
and handled in its own right.

Neither does it help you to understand the problem if
you're going to blame war on nations that love war and think in
terms of war being wished on our society and unasked for. L1t's wrong.
If you think in terms of bad people and bad nafions, you're missing
the boat. Lf you think you can explain the last war or two, therefore,
in those terms, you're on the wrong tracke. ‘

Prof. Quincy Wright in a 8 volume study of war went to
the trouble of finding out just how many wars were fought by the

different nationa.....since 1480, the nation fighting most is Great
Britain-78; Franpety;; Spa;nfﬁgg_ﬁussia-Gl...US way up counting the

-
|
]
4
Fiei” 3 : 2 ) .
%ﬁf]";l.‘.{_‘ _I.i_lv".."';:._'..-'" T -




PROBLEMS OF |

Assaciate Professor




MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Partially Scanned Material

The remainder of this page/item has not been digitized
due to copyright considerations. The original can be
viewed at the Minnesota Historical Society’s Gale Family
Library in Saint Paul, Minnesota. For more information,
visit www.mnhs.org/library/.

Version 2
December 6, 2016



it g pledd 2 2
i At

Indian wars,

You want to know where Yermany is? Down near the bottom
with 23. The cbubry dovn at the bottom: Japan with 9 wars 1in 500 years. -

UN "peaceloving"!

We must look to basic underlying roots.

Clear that if we are to survive, we must direct our
attention toward solving the prgblem. We must work for the creation
of a culture to replase that which has broken down and for a pattern
of socil:ty which is conducive to peace and which rejects war.

This is not a peace which is an uncertain period of armistice
during which nations prepar for war..lt must be lasting and for
that must be based on a doctrine of justice makes right; not might
makes right. - |

Cross of Lorraine scene with Nazi sergeant tossing a large
round loaf of bread into midst of several dozen famished french
prisoners of war. There is a silent tense pause. Yne man darts forward
and a moment later 40 frenzied persons are pitted one against the
other in a maddened heap....# priest forces his way into the mob.
He tells them this is part ofa trick to make them hate, fight,
and kill onc another...l'he torn loaf is placed on a table, cut and
divided among all.

Suprose therc had been no one to stop the struggle: 40
men would have gone on hating each other: War] Suppose again thht

the first one to dart was a Jew or a Negro..?

P
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