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- shiftdess variety; for more dependable employees were not
attracted by the low wages offered.... n many institutions,
therefore, it was not undsiual for the patients to be subject

to maltreatment,

Durihg the next few minutes, with your permissidn,
1et 8 see 1f wecan more closely relate the so called constructive
activities of COs as they try to serve society with the perhaps
more fundamental problems facing our democracy as it treats
COs during World War II.

We have seen how the growing dissatisfaction of the
men in the forestry sad soil conservation base camps and their
demand for more soclally significant work led to the establishment
of special service projects, so that today about 3 of the men
in CPS are 1n one form or another of special service project.

The vast majority of the men in s.s, projects are working
in mental hospitals a1 in feeble-minded institutions, usually
in menial attendant jobs.

“e have, therefore, a situation created where for the
first time in the history of the mental hyglene movement, there
is a large group of Americen citizens, who, through first hand
experlience, sre becoming vauainted with -the problems and needs
of the mentally 1l1l.

An example of what this has meant can be seen in large
institu ions 1like the PSH or the Williemsburg fHospital inp Va.,
wnere the CPS men are practically in complete charge of many

departm=nts and work contlnually toward the improvemment of

conditions for the patients.

It has been unfortinate but true that the attendant-

employee in most mental instituions was of the floater type
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~With the coming of the COs and their philosophy of

opposition to vliolence, a drastic change in many of the
Iinstitutions has occured. in one hospital alone, PSH,

figures released by the sup't show Fhat "amcident" rates

in the viclent ward decreased byISC% since CPS men took over
~--and with a unit of more than 100 CPS men, they have

practically takaa over,

In another dnit, the Clevelend State Hospital, the CPS
men, who found the whole hospltel admlnistrafion to be
embroile in what they considered to be an evil situation.
At the price of being removed from the institution themselves,
their efforts at reform brought about a Goverror's investigation
leading to the resignation of the sup't, removal of some of
the attendants, increase in wage rates for attendants to
attract a higher type employee, repairs and plant improvement, |
and the creation of a mental hyglene movement in the states
designed to reform the antiquated institutional system of

care in that state.

This 1is not to say taat evil conditions were found in all

of the institutions. ost of “hem wer doing the best they

—

could in view of small budgets, mapower shortages and lack
/

b
of Tacilities; and they welcomed the assistance of COs and . a
the new appriach they contribute.
One of the most imp't steps coming out of all this is the
creat on of the CPS Mental ygiene Yovement with the 000peration :
of some leading psyciatrists in the field. One of the \ 2 > \,ﬂ%

functions of the program is to publish a monthly magazine
called THE ATTEHDANT which provides an 1nterchange of




1deas amongall the units as to the care of the mentally

111 amd reaches non-CPS attendants as well,

_Another phase of the program includes the study o' conditions
in the hospitals with an idea as to constructive criticism.
This is closely relaced too to a study o state laws by a
number of the CP3 m n who are attroneys on the subject of

the mentally 111l. Within the past month or so, in fact, the
ACLU has asked the C}S MHP for a cdraft of model egislation

to bs sutmitted to various state legislatures and a few staltes

are no@ considering such legialtion. \

Broadly, one of the chief contributioas of the CPS men toward
the car of the mentally il1, azcording to Ur, Yeorge Stevenson,
hxnﬂxmﬂxxha-one of the leacdling psyclatrists, is the discovery
anew thgt the mentally 111 respond to sympathetic, tactful.

and kind treatment.

The other, verhavs somewhat mors spcctacular type of S.8,
project though just a faw hundred are participating, is the
gulnea pig orogram of CPS. The DAILY yesiterday scooped me‘on
our own sem-starvation unit here, so we'll not go into too
great detail here and leave whatever questiojs you lrve fo r
the\discLssion period, Suffice it to say thet you saw I ate
my won sandwiches rasther than your fine food and I assure you
it was no reflection on your Bodd; it's just ‘that I'm one of
the s.s gps. “e_re now in an unbalanced diet of 1800 calories
dally and we expend 3200 calories daily in energy. This should
reduce our weight by 20- 30% by June. & .
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The purpose of the exneriment, of course, 13 to put 1nto practiceijf:jg




the theories about,seml-starvation for application in the ' ¥ |

war devastatec areas abroad. We're being watched very closely;
all-of our activities arc recorded; we take psychological and
physiclogical tests to the point of boeedom (though to a layman
like me it hasn'tﬁuite reached that point) - all for the
purpose orf determining the degree of deterioration that takes

place with semi-starvation and the degree of rehabilitation

which follows.

“ut there are other gp projects you might be interested in.

In a camp in N,H,, 32 men v-lunteered to spend 3 weeks in a
typhus experiemnt sponsored by the Hockefeliier Foundation,
during which they lived without changing their lice infosted
underwear, ‘he side camp where they lived was nicknamed the
Lyceum, The lice group, incidentally, consisted of a college
professdr, some school teachers, farmers, artists and an
insurance salesman.,

They started with 1U0 parasites each, csrefully selected
-typhus-free specimens they were too., Tho lice were pla eed
under a sp:cial flap in the seat of a ae¢w pair of underpants
and told to go to work, First the nu;bfr dminished, then the
egss began to hatch. Lvery day these eggs were counted by the
scientists. Sometimes the number Hoceame astroqomical. The
docs asked the men not to scratch too v ciously. Then, after

2 weeks of incubation, varlous secret powders were administered.

Some of them killed the pafasites; some annoyed the parasites;

ﬁractically all annoyed the men.
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A1l in all there are about 25 gp projects. Some of the men

in our unit camedirecfly from an atypical pneumonia experimant.,
Atyo, Pnen., you may kmow, has becoms widespread during the
past 8 years and 1s a form of pngumonig that sulfa drugs do

not cure. The men contracted ;he disese‘énd submitted to

treatment by serums.

Another rour of men in Bpston is In a malaria experiment to

~

determine tha effects of serums on normal organisms.
“ome men are finding out what diet isbest in a cold climate

as they s-end their days in a room chilled to 20 dgrees below
zero andotrers live in a room at jungls heat to find out about

diets for tropical climates,

4 proup of men were put in a life raft off Cape Cod to determine
how poisonous salt water was., They fasted without food or vater

and drank measured guantities of oceon waters,

Thru a similar exveriment too, doctors, fated with the problem

of providing lifeboat rayions foruggtaways,'devised caramel

candies so composed that 10 of them per day provide more nourishment
and less loss of precious body ater than a day's ra;ion o 'f gardtack

and tinned meat kits and take up only a fraction of space.

Th=: full story of the gps units will pré}bably not be told
unt 1l some years after the war. “ou do have, however, mmxmpmEEEkEmiky
some sort ofa pictire of what the men are volunteering for as

they search for.an opportunity to be constructive in a world

“which seems bent_on‘destrﬁction.
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The picture presented to you so far has attempted to point
up the constmctive aspects of what COs are doing'duriﬁg WWII.
But for an accurate picture, it is necessary that we go farther
into the more basic problems which concern us all as citizehs

in a democracy = And here the picture is not a happy one!

The Suﬁ. Ct. of the U.S., within the next few months, will be
faced with a very imp't problem of civil liberties. A series

of cases areveing brought before it by the ACLU, a'lleging tha%
the CPS system is not only morally unjust but that it is
undemocratic and unconstitutional,

Why? Because for thz rfirst time in Americen 1life, civilians

are being conscriptec to perform work for tﬁe gové whthout
receiving any salary.for that work, without having compensation
provided for them in case of injury during their work, without
any orovsions being made for their dependents, Such a state

of affairs, says the ACLU, is a fork of "involuntary servitude"
and violated the 13th amendmen: crd further in substance
punishes American citizens for thelir religious convictions,

a violation of the lst amendment.

One of the leading cases Dbeing brought before the coutts is

that of R Eoland Brooks, a promirent !IY sattorney who £efused

to report to CPS when ordered to do so on the ground that it

was unconstitutional.

Here, may 1 poufit o't that the issues he raises are so fundamental
as to obtain the gid of 2 prominent attornéys in his dofense,
neither of whom is a bacifist: Ernest Angell, formerly head i &

of his Americen “egion ‘ost in N* and John W, Davis, one

1 STy b B

of the leading constitutional 1aﬁyers nndfformer,#rqgiiiftialIff_
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" Colo. whera from 7:30=5:00 digging ditches, picking up rockg,

“n this case. "r. “rooks contends through his attorneys
that the 1st WW draft cases were upheld as constitutional by
te courts because of Congress' power to raise armies and wage
wer, In the case of a CO, hovever, he is not dréfted for- the
army or for any w:rk assoclated with the waging of war. *t is
therefore, he says, unconstitutional to conscript civilians

for non-defense non-nilitary purposes =---And in that sense ,

CPS becomes an imp't constitu ional issue because of the

pr cedet involved,

Aside from the iﬁp't constitutional issues involved, trere
are other imp't issues in CPS which should concern us all as
citizens in a cemocracy. * refer specifically to the waste
of manpower and human resources which it bringsabout.

In c¢PS, we find a biys club works» rkilled in ﬁreventing
deliﬁquency svending 351 hrs. a week pulling weads out of a

rass patch; a physician acting as a carpenter; a college
prof scrubbing floors; and an enginneer acting as a guardian

for a group of feeble minded,

The weste of manpower in C2S 1is causing society to lose the
services of men wh> cculd be worting at skillef thar ere tralnad
Joras our gc 7't takes them out of circulation and puts them
at chopping trees and at cther forms of unskilled labor.
Let me tell you about Dp, Don Charles “eleltii?h.D. Cal.;
teaching and research at Stanford in physical chem; end of

deferment; 1A0; no report to army; 18 mos; Parole to CPS in ]

leisure time he teamed up to work on peniccillin,:ﬂ aaked 88 f_o;
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may I q;ote from a letter walcd ur. DeVault wrote to aelective

Service as he requested a change to more significant wor&. "Ag T
work with a shovel or lean on it or. drive a truck éaring the 51
hours per week tnat L am prevented from being useful in any way
.comparable to waat I can do or to the world situation, L cannot
help but worry about tae problem. +t is not that we object to
1a:ing sacrifices, because we db not., +t 1s the usclessness of
tae pﬁrticular sacrifices that the authorities designate for us"
For nis vaing, Jelective Qervice transferred .r, ~eVault to
its camp at Germfask, wmicaigan, which tie gov't was tﬁrning into

a4 ounishment center for © 03¢ 710 vere too insistent in thedr
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ctions to its volicies. (coabinue with facts:continue venicillin
resecarecn, rurl ugh, reiisal o 2o on nroject, researcih, scentence

to 3 years.)

Comnenting on thls case, tihe washincton Fost in a: editorial

on liov. 22, lt4¢ wrote: "Vhen the srmy finds a man paysically unfit

for military szurvice, it sends him back to civilian life witn !
one that nis avilities will :aie a contribution to tae war effort.
waen 1t finds a man naciologically unfit for nilitary service, it
does tne sane thing. -ut wacn it Tinds a ran conscientiously unfit -
that i3 unavcle to render nilitary service because of consciencious
scruvnles - }t treats hinm in qult. diflcroent fashiion. v vpacks him

1 By

off to sometning called a vivilian Iublic ~ervice Camp and assigns

him to something called 'work of nation l 1mnortance without
taking any account whatsver af his,ability to render more useful
service in some other sphere....IfIthere_is any-sense in this
wasting of a man's sxill, we cannot see it. +f there is any justice
in this punishment‘of a man bccause of his conscience, it is beyﬁnd

\
-¥¢ our discernment “e say that this 13 stupid and ugly 'and unbecoming




. Thé-dangers 1fi the governwent's treatment of COs goes
beyond CPS, however. e have seeh how the law reqﬁires that a person's
consclentious scruples be founded on ”religioﬁs trainiﬁg and belief"
before‘tnef can 5@ legally racofnized. But 1s this real recognitign
of conacience? (present facts 5f Frivate “eber case) According to
our law, Private .eber is to be ﬁunished for he denies that his
motives are “raligious", but are his convictions any less sincere?

Let's soe if we can analyze a bit this "religious tréining

and belief", 1t is not a difficult matter to distinguish between a
man of conscience ahd tane fraud. Sut who can say with vertainty

i

that a rnan nas or does not have -liﬂion 2 Is he who actends cnurch

religious? Does 1z wno subscribes to an accepted theology thereby

-bécoﬂs religious? And if more, taan this is icsplied, waat are its

confines? -
(Present following facts:)

1-Crisinal General :crshiey ruling rstsuired that he recognize "sone

source of all exiastence which i3 civine becaitse 1t is tae source

of all shinzs”. *

T4

2- Federal vircuit Ut. of snnzals in 1Y ia casé of .athias aauten,
illugtrator for vatevenget and an av%wed athelist 'hela t.iat auaaltarian
views rather than tieolomical delicfs are the prover tist: "Weeshould
rezard as a religious lanulse...A comelling voice qf consciecnce,..
Lhe ~ﬂo"iuions of t“v nrese t statute talzc into account the charac-

teristics of a sc<entical zeneration and maike the existence of a

conscientious scrunle azainst war in any form, rather than allegiance

to a definite religious group or creed, the basis of exemption... :

it i o«

It is a belief finding exprossion in a conscience wnich categorically

requires the believer to disregard elementary self—intcrest ang to

D - 5
'accapt martyrdom in prefernce to transgresmi
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or God, that is for many persons at ti.e present time the e.uivalent

,

of what has always been thougnt a ruligious impulse, _ L
3= S8 still refusesto recognize this view, though it goes farther
than it first did. +n August 1943 it said: "...conscient:.ous
convictions held by a man reared in the environnent of a religious
civilization and exvosed, if only subjectively, to its ethical ’
concents, have taelr roots in the same soil from which spring .
relirious ceavictions, and furnish evid.nce from vhich may be drawn
the inference t:at ne recoanizes a velty or a power above éna beyond -
the auman', o S

The stiry of man's struc;le Iof rfreedom of religious
intsllsctucl beliel is ths story of civilizatiod, for only as
he becomes Ireec does man enter fn&t atate sujperior to mere animal
gristence unlc. may be vruly calied civilization. The measure of
fresdom of conscisnce afforded to those whose scruplué prevent taem
from narticivating in war pay, tasreiore, be rezarced as sort of a
-cabolic test of tae state of healrh of our civilization. To t.e
snbent tnat CO0s aad ot ey ninoriti:s are denied freedom, to that

tent are we afl licted uwitli une vnolivieal disease w:iich has
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1-Our analysis of relizious definitions is imp't because we have | :
seen that tiere . remore trhan 3500 sincere young- men in priosn because
-of cﬁnscientious convictions., Some of thom are like VYr, DeVault

because tacy could not continue to submit to what they considéfed

an evil; otiers because they were not cousidered “religious".

2.1t 1sri't necessary to go.into too much cdetall about the injustices

f this. *t 13 evident, L thinlcy that C0s are not. criminals in the

usual sense of tae word. +aey cunnot be ‘reformed'; more often

they reform their jollers. lopr sonuasnt is not a deterrent to others

as they act on taz basis of principle rather than in fear of
| ounishi:at. thcre is no rsason way they should be sent to srison.

5=C03 make up 1/6 of our ?ri:oh pooulation, )

4- Averasge CO sentence is 30.6 mos, dverage for all rederal vrisoners
is 22,1 mos.,Less sev:re sentences: violators of narcotic laws 20,8 mos;
liguor 10.6 mos.; write slave laws 28,3 mos;; posfal laws 27.3 mos.
5- ..2intenance of CO0s is at rate of 771 ver man per year, multinlied
2y 3500 is 2,700,000, assw.iing 5,000 CCs passing tharu cTrisons and
staying taere Tor a 2 year aversa
+7,710,000., ' ;
8-cngland has only 200 in nrlozn out of 57,000; or 15 times as.many

COs are 1n 7rison nere althoush taere .re »robebly less COs. snglish v

=

senténees are usually fine or a fev wecks. 6 m.s. 1is rare,
7- '‘rented& mors ba:;y in »arolcs too. #ot allowed to rcturn home
as othéf prisonerﬁ are; joos rustricted to haéspitals primarily at
wages not exceeding 50 ver month. Only about % of these parole
_aoolications granted while 44,8% of all parole gpplications
are granted

i -

Jk 8- Jenney Yankwich balif. Tudges refuse to inprison COs 8o thay place

..

'*offenders on probation at time of sentencing._

poﬂcos are JWs.,
A : ¥ ...,-;,:;&m*’_-
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