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Humble... Not only courage, but because you represent
R plcture of America we have in mind; one we admire
l Also epitomize the stage of America's conscience and
morality. The extent too to which it knows itself.
It 1s not for naught that US become beacon light of |
world, Its sole right to that respect, 1s that it
was born as a land of refugees and knew it. Hence all
through the 1l9th century, period of greatest growth,
teeming millions entered.

Study of perlod shows 2 emphases. Not solely humani-

| tarian; also practical. Kefugees were not looked
upon as merely downtrodden, but as neople of industr
and of genius who could make enormous contributions
to the welfare of the country.

' And we were fortunate to have that view.zz} Furitans
' had not been compelled to emigrate from England

| because of the Anglican “hurch, we would never have
’ had a Washington, Franklin, Jefferson,

fuflf Samuel Lincoln, a Wmaker, had not been driven out
of England, we would never have had an Abe Lincoln.]

In the 100 years precedlng WWI, we invited 37 millio
immigrants to this country. Indeed, they were urged
- and all but dragooned into coming. We needed them,
| They were allowed political ahd religious freedom,
~ were taught to read and write kEnglish..Gave them
' protection 8f laws, right to enage in almost every
. business. At one time we even allowed them to vote.

‘person of life, liberty, or property without
due process of law, nor deny to any person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws"

f 14th amendment "nor shal! any state deprive any

This feeling that we were all alike, 41l American
families were refuggee families? some from famlne,
fear, nersecution, others poverty, but all refuggees
Led to growth of American prestige, democracy,

-



e gained.[égétistics: periods of depression in
this country coinclded with those of restriction
of immigration. (1863-1873: 100 to 400 thousand a
year, prosperity; 1874-79: reduced 60%, depressio:
1896-1913: immigration increased by 15 million,
employment increased 63%.)

Not mere coincidence, Nation thrives on increase
of population, Unemployment decreases with more
demand of buildings, clothes, food., ]

The problem is a real one for America. Our

birth rate declining. In last 20 years, dropped
from 25 to 16 per thousand. Continues to decline:
stagnation....We are least populated of all
countries of world. We have 41 per square mile;
Britain 490...We easily have room for twice as
many people if proberly distributed.

But the problem 1s not merely to be described in
form of statistics,lt can be more concretely
demonstrated.

Ein Engleand, for—exampls, the entire Leipzig fur
industry was transferred through refugges....ln

US, recent refugges have established such new
industries as manufacture of flexible resin for
tubing, glass jewelry, gold screws for dentists,
‘harmonicas, surgical and optlcal lenses, tools
and dies. match lighting novelties.

As few as they've been, refugees have meant to
America Einstein, Mann, iteinhardt, Toscaninin,,
Salvemini at Harvard. Borgese at Ghicago..Hardly
an institution of learning has not gained ]

When Ferdinand and Isabella of Rpain drove out ©
J,ws, they received following note from their

, traditional enemy, Sultan of Turkey: "I thank
‘you from the bottom of my heart for having
enriched my country while impoversihing vours‘zj

We should repeat that and yet we don't. Ve don't
learn from history.
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This desire to hold on to what it is, also reflect:
itself in lack of dynamic world leadership. We
fear future, want safegurad our present. Somehow,
viguely we trust in ths durability of establsihed
patterss and hope that we wont have to adjust to
new situations,

Yet, without this desire and abllity To adjust
to new situatlions, there can be no survival in
the modern world, You know that too well., Your
presence. here 1s proo@ of it,

What does that mean to us? Talk must relate back,

Ag jews; we kno persecution. Elsntein "If theory
of relativity proved correct etec. " |

Ag Jews another function, however. Historically,
the Jew has been more concerned.with principle
and 1deals than with pérson. He has sacrificed
his person for these ideas. That has been his
. mission...! believe 1t to be reason for his
| survival, ..Historlans say: monothsism,

| I can only firge that Jews not forget that role

| they play. ...The problem of Jews is insignifiecan
After all, only a few.,.Ythers have disappeared.
+oo+n the sands of time, <thelr impact not by
numbers, by whether they had & land a govt of
thelr own, ' .but by their role

ihe impt problem today i1s liberty and democracy.
I have tried to show how in a sense your presenc
reflects and represents that oroblem by stating
one phase of the problem... :

Is to enlist your aid in that struggzl
Glls for deicating not so much to Judaism, to
Zionism, but to somethings wilch is part of

judlasm, human coopration.

“y purpose
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