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Speech delivered by Max [, Kampelman on
April 25, . 1946 as part of the arguments for
the negative in a debate "Is Peacctlme
Conscription Conducive For Peace' sponsored

by the Postwar Conference at the University
of #innesota,
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Some years ago, Dr. “icholas Murray bButler
estimeted that the first World War cost 30 million lives

end 400 billion dol Brse-With that emount, he figured, we

‘could heve placed & home worth $2500 together with

furniture worth #1000 on 5 acres of laad for every family
ifi the U.8., Cunada, ‘Australia, England, Weles, Irelend,

Scotlend, Frence, Belgium, Germeny snd Russia - with

_enm-.{gh left over to give every city of 20,000 inhabitants _

or more in eech of those countries a million doller
library and & 10 mil Hon dollar university. ‘ -
“ur limited imepina tions cannot compreiend the

cost yet of this new war and the wastea_iri terms of

 what we could have ectuslly done for human well being.

Buffice it to gay that in thiscotmtw & lohie, we haw

o lready spent about 8 times more then we did last time -

end who is to measuré the ost in terms of the destruction

of cities 1ike “ologne, Zerlin, Wersew, Stelingred.

In & recent 8rticle, Mq__j. Alamnde;'-da "evsr‘sky_,

_ who deseribed himeelf as &n aeronsuticel enginner now

4 :
devoted bto the science of destruction, werns desperetely

that the netions of the world hold in their hends

: scientific forces cepable of blowing &ll civilizetion to

e ;
bite. "Bvery léaymen. takes if for rranted", he wrote,

Bthet the next wer will be wore terrible than this one. "1



fle ccncludes by expreasing the fervent dea‘ims of
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B 811 peopls tnet our actiona beguided by\ the dﬂta zmiua.’tion
: tha’c the world neyer sech wWar a&a:‘m.
| it be-comgs.clear, therefors, that iﬁ’ civilization
'--‘_‘is to E;urvive, the w@jor purpose toward which all our energies'
!houl& be dirscted ie to craut.e a society copduclve Lo pehce
.._and which khows Ho wars

It must be meds clear, however, thet such & defini-
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'-,-'-f;‘l‘om of pegce does mot maan an uncértain period of armistice
&uring Whlch me tions prepere forwar. Peace wmsens 1nsting aecurd

for all peoples. iy does not rest upon "wight mekes right"

':’ &,Agmding prmqmla is “justlce e ke right.‘
" xo  The toa!g.c_ of our discussion this aft.ernom, f::.he refore,

= !; ' ' " L
ot iia én important ome only insofer &s it sticks to the major

r.-\.

yurpose oft.he question it reices: "13 Peacetime: Yonscription

-

? Qenduezve to Peece, A% ' 3
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flow , what. coand itions are onduciw to peace? What

ganaral prerequisit.es are t.hare for p&aeef

The first point which we _muaf. appreciate, one we
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-.é_.an:nbt m'i’t.erate too often, is that we must renounce the
I'"ﬁba'd man‘ or "bad pe-apleu theory of wér G S i‘re‘re to get
anyw-he_are; i'-‘aré come int,o_being not becawse some people are

- more warlike ‘It.l'mn others, but beczuse of deep politicel,
ﬂopiai and ecocomic roots in our body politic.

Wers come into ‘oeing-; because of econo-ic rivalries
(

based on economic méladjustme nts and mequltiea, becguse of

artificial sociel snd reciel prejudices fostered by netioneli
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Elemente condueive +to petce, therefore, if they re

-

to be effective are those thet deal with removing those msic
ceuses of wer, and substitute for them conditions which
N

gultivate pesce. . :

To the extent that our acts tend to reduce nationsl

SR SR REe Gl i SN A
\ : S -y

rivalries,.eliminate ettitud s of nationsl supremescy, tend

o all
=
*

2 towerd the reduction of armements and the eliminetion of

wer &s & technique of solving ints rnetionsal probleus,

. encourage sconomic cooperati?n a-;ui reciproci;c.y, -ingt.il‘l &
epirit of internationalism qﬁé. creete an attitude among

1";' ‘paoples encoursging & desire for peece- to t,hat’ extent are
. those acts conducive to peace’s

B . ,' T' ith that p;:rspe ctive, lat us again bring to mind
¥ the topic of tie discussion "Ig Pecctime Conscription

Conducive to Pecce?" and it becomes evident that the auswer
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Yonscription too will seriously &ffect the steps

we've elready teken toward establishing peesce in ‘this

vemisphere through our good ngighbor policy. Latin and South

“merice would not be likely to régard conscription as an”

evidence of our goed reighborliness, rither it ewill be e&n
additional reason for them to feer us,

’ It is well for us to realize that military conscrip-
tion hes ngver stopped wars "e‘v;‘ hed some recent lessone on
thet score. e have had 2 .‘.'!orld "axs, In the first war, 3

great p.ecetime comscript ion countries, “emmsaay, Austria end

Russia, were eo efsetad that they burst into revolution.

 Vonscription didn t etop the “siser from sttscking Buseie

end Frence in 1914 though both had large conscript armiss;

1] W o~
and thet didn % stop “itler from &attecking Frenece end fueaia

again thie time, thoush both had conscription.
14 fect, it is interesting to note that of sll the
countries invelwd in both "orld “ars, the only 2 nations not

deferted were the only ones withoyt peecetime conscription-

the U,S. &nd “ritein, L'hi_a mey not &:solutely prowe anything,

{ - but it is worth thinking about.

B8 B threst to the o2

The result of conscription goes further, however,
== i .
than we ve as yet seen. 1t has insidious effects on u
3 S w
domestically, as & democracy, and to that extent too Btamds

2
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I meen no disreppect when i eall your abiention

B to the fact that gvwery businessman thinks thet everybody ougls

to learn more about busiress; end every dancing téac'ner-

f-

" thinks thet everybody sipuld lesern how to dance; €tcs

It is not st.range,t;.here'fore, to see our military
career men in the ar 8ep't leading the Pight to meke &ll
America o youth militery minded. %e see this from the fuct
that the me jor impetus for the conscript ion legis l;t.ibr_x‘ _
18 coming from #he “er Deplt.and the “mericen egions.

Their pressure h%s been 8o insi :;tant, in fach)
that, .in spite 07;‘ SH*:r:'..\""’i_till'mgu"o’.-,; presence here this‘ afternoon,

it is well for us to m;’oe thet spokeswen for the #merican -

TEREXNEIRNXAR L eboriovenent ,

e
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. Gawemsdewe, in oxpressing their opposition to conscription

legial-_&‘»‘bioﬁ, scoused the "er Deplt. of & mester plan to

~control our civilisn economy and netionel life.

Such acovsgtions, ; fecr to, &re not to be li}jht]:y
N

glossed over. Trzditionally, democracy and militeriem havwe

' "'been considered poor partners. That's why our fam of

Lo :
gov t is Bo strict mnd jemlous in defining the authority

and boundariss of wilitary rule, meking it cletr thet the

job of the wilitery isto wege wars sand run nilitery

i affeirs, but keep the dster dnatuons of national policy in

\
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| the hands of civilian representet ives.

Thet's w:.y it ian t strange too thet wl*a:ever we
find' %he growth of total itariuniam in the world, wa £ind
.thet militarian ia in the partnership too together with
its handmeiden conscfiption =-far pr:;ctic‘:-.lly #ud psy cholow-
. gicelly, militei‘i&m, war, end cmac-fipt_ion ars tied up

l

Wwith totaliterienism, - 55
' The eadéption of cone\cription as peacetime ploicy,

i further emei ntein, woulﬁ create & c]tq&rcut definite
ceste system with the perménent o.f‘ice_r class in the upper
crust. of the ceste. Under tﬁis cls.és, would pase ammally
the cream c,)i" Ame rican youth, the bricks out of which &
derocratic &nd pescelul tomorow, if there ig to be oney is
i:.o be built. Within that year, ‘American youth, its rigjnt.s
B.nd liberties ag clviliana withdrewn, would be subjeet to
. the treining of an undem‘ocrat_ic class syem, to habits of
unquestioning ;bed_iel_me-, to absollub_a fuehre?*Tike diac‘iplin.e
‘and milit.ury' indoctrination for war - g1l of‘ \hich, *.subm.@t,'
make veYy poor building meterial for the undarstanding,
Volusiary cooperstion and free thought so necessary for
:-""..‘e:socracy ard pezco. I

| In his very t-l':ou,g ht provoking book,_ THE REST OF YOUR

LIFE, Leo “herﬂe, writess ", .The Aarp of Ll Arny will never







Yet, in splte of this picturs, we rind those who favor

“the legislation, led agaln by the War Yepartment and “merican Leglion,

brying To rush the legislation through without giving the -American

~ -
ﬁ:; paoﬁla an opoortunity to consider this most serlous of gll yuestions. I

f i i L%
iﬁ;” Lhey refuse to wait for America to give 1t the necessary consideration fﬁ}J
?i;h and they refuse to walt until ﬁng millions of Americans who are'ﬁerving“ :l
ﬂ?i abroad return and express their opinions, because they fear that withf;;{
;;1{; consideration and full democratic discussion comseription 138{51&3103..k§-
| would never pass. B
;fj ' . here g still anotnwr reason too for thelr insistence : {;éi
b L

that tne 1egislatian'pass now. +f taey can impose conscriotion on the &
American people, they can ayold the necessary changes in our economy, ’;:
the demoecratization whlech 1s necessary to creuté the 60 million jobs - )

A

)

| ¢
which will ellminate joblassness and poverty. e
{;-

in the economleally wasteful state of a seml-permanent war economy, t
;. sec a way of avolding the dllemua éheﬁ will Yace as soon as it comes
I'y. 'time,for us to reconvert to a clvilian economy and find jobs in &
fgegcafgl soclety for our citlizend.

R - ineir answer to the problem is to keep America's eyes away.

from t&e necesslty of solving thc economie nroblems of want in the - *f-

-midst of‘plenty. 1t 1s the fascist and tetalitarian theory of seonamicag
ma.u

“& now stand at a eriasls. Yhe dec*sion s ours to make 'EJJ

yours and mlne. "e can talke the way out that appears to be the easy wgy%f

the road to power politics, national rivalries, grawin militifiam, a



. ment of national soverignty,; the extension of economic-damocnacyf~

all of which are conducive to peace,

J

The leading natios of the world are metting this weck
and will meet ugain to dlscuss and create the world of tomor:ow. As
the most powerful country in the world, Amerieca is in a positlion to tak

the lead 1na speaking for the masses of the world who are sick of wéf"

and demand real peace. VYur example can well set the pattern of

.

tonerrow. - i

Le: us propose to tie world a soelety of nations which.wiligff

‘permanently renounce war'ﬁnd'arhaments a3 instruments of policy. “s & MY
e first step, knowing that modern total wap cannot be fought without ::{
, -
conseription, let us propose tqa univarsal abolition of conscription, ﬁ;

Ye can o it, for as the wcalthlest and strongest natuon of the werlﬁ,-*"

ol materially and idesalitically, we are looked upon by the peoples of &

' world as thelr Messiah, : g
~ “?t the abolition qf conscriptlon be the standard by
& vnlchito determine peace loving nations"; for the Abolition of

Conscription is Uonducive to Feace!

~—
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