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18 November 1993

Ambassador Max Kampelman
3145 Highland Place NW
Washington, DC 20008

My dear Max,

Once more, dear friend, an important public event -- the Israel Bonds dinner last evening -- has
provided the occasion when you have conveyed sentiments so gracious and generous as to move
me powerfully and deeply.

Your own legacy -- to America, to mankind, and to the Jewish people -- is firmly enshrined in
the historical annals of the last third of the 20th Century.

In your sustained role of leadership in the struggle for human rights, in the patient and
persistent effort to control weapons of mass destruction, in the manifold endeavors to defend
Jewish dignity and to enhance the life-giving force of the Jewish State -- you have been unique:
creative and innovative.

I am proud to be called your friend, not only because of your extraordinary, unparalleled service
to all that is good and noble, but because of your own warmth and humanity.

Though I am returning home, I am not leaving America, and not departing from my friends
here. America is, so to speak, in my bones: As you know, I have had three tours of duty here
-- in the mid-60’s in the struggle for Soviet Jewry; in the mid-80’s as ambassador in Washington;
and now these past five years with Israel Bonds. If there is anyone in the service of the State of
israel for whom the idea, and the actuality, of America Is dear, it is 1.

And you who embody the best that is America, and the finest that is America Jewry, you are
also, and will always remain, dear to me. So this is not farewell but au revoir.

Vera joins me in sending you and Maggie our warmest wishes.

Cordially,

boes @oe

Meir Rosenne

575 Lexington Avenue = Suite 600 = New York, NY 10022 = 212-644-2663 = Fax: 212-644-3745
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When | was invited to participate in this program paying tribute to my
friend, Meir Rosenne, for his outstanding qualities as a person and as a
leader, it was suggested to me that | turn the event into a "roast," a form of
humor designed to flatter and embarrass the honoree. | rejected that
suggestion immediately. After all, Ambassador Rosenne is a serious man and
deserves serious attention by those of us who honor him. Furthermore, his
decision to return to Israel rather than continue to live with us here is a
serious loss to those of us who have come to love and admire him and his

wife.

I must confess, however, that when | received the formal invitation to
this event, | noted with some amusement and more regret that this Israel
Bonds function was to be a black tie event, and Meir was going to wear a
tuxedo. | recalled a time when Ben-Gurion was the Prime Minister of Israel.

He was leaving his office in Jerusalem to attend a very fancy Hadassah dinner



at the King David Hotel. He was wearing a sweater and a shirt without a
tie. His secretary chastised him for his manner of dress, whereupon he
defended himself by saying that Churchill had told him his kind of dress was
appropriate. He explained: "Look, when I was in London last year
Churchill and | were going to an even fancier dinner at Claridges. | was
dressed just like this. And Churchill said to me: "David, this kind of dress

is perfectly appropriate in Israel, but not appropriate in London!"

I hasten to assure Meir's Israeli friends that even though he is wearing
a tuxedo, none of the many accolades that he has received in our country
have gone to his head. Let me tell you that | have observed how easy it is
for success to go to someone's head. As an illustration, take the experience
of Abe, who was walking on 39th Street in New York near Seventh Avenue.
Suddenly, out of nowhere he saw his old friend and partner across the
street. He shouted "Moishe" and hurried to greet his friend whom he had
not seen for many years. They greeted each other, but Moishe was visibly
embarrassed, finally saying: "Abe, God has been good to me since we last
met and | now own a factory , made some money and I'm doing well. In
my business, my name is no longer Moishe. It is Maurice." Abe was
appropriately impressed and eager to learn about his friend's life style.
Maurice explained: "I don't get up earlier than 9 o'clock; I read the paper;
have a leisurely breakfast; get to the office by 11 or 11:30; go to lunch at
12; after lunch, I go home, I lay on my veranda; take a nap, have a drink;

we go out to dinner; take in a show or concert. It's a good life."

When Abe got home that night, he quickly told his wife that he saw

their old friend, Moishe, who was now a great success. "And, Beckie, his



name is no longer "Moishe," it is now "Maurice." And, his wife? Her name

is long "Vera, it's Veranda."

We all know that in the face of his many successes, Meir Rosenne is

still Meir; and his wife is still Vera Rosenne.

Actually, those of us who know him know that Meir enjoys a good
joke. He enjoys stealing them as well as telling them. | know nobody who
has a greater number of them stored in that magnificent brain of his and
nobody who delivers them better. Humor, we know, is an affirmation of
our dignity as human beings, a declaration of our superiority over whatever

troubles or tragedies may befall us.

Jews have traditionally understood the importance of humor, its irony
and its utility for survival. Look at Shalom Aleichem's quote : "God
chooses us . . . Does He have to choose us so often?" It was Sam Levinson
who said : "We should laugh at our troubles because we will never run out
of things to laugh at." We also see it in the prominence of Jews in American
comedy -- names like Rabbi Jacob Mazur (Jackie Mason), Benjamin
Kubelsky (Jack Benny), Milton Berlinger (Milton Berle), Melvin Kaminsky
(Mel Books), Nathan Birnbaum (George Burns), Jerry Levitch (Jerry
Lewis), Irving Kniberg (Alan King), Alan Konigsberg (Woody Allen).

My guess is that all of these comedians are wealthier than Meir
Rosenne, who is as good as any of them, but | know that none of them has
raised as much money for Israel and for the Jewish people and has worked as

hard or contributed as much to the preservation of human values than



Ambassador Rosenne, who, as President of Israel Bonds, has raised more
funds for Israel than any other person in the world. That has immeasurably

enriched him and us.

Soon, Meir and Vera will get on an EI Al flight and return home.
Incidentally, for those of you who don't know, Israel's airline is a major
one, on a par with any airline in the world. Indeed, it is said that the only
difference between EI Al and Air France, for example, is that on Air France
when the flight attendant asks " red or white' she means wine, On EI Al,

when you are asked red or white, you soon learn they mean horseradish.

There was a couple from Santa Fe, New Mexico, making their first
visit to Israel on an EI Al flight. On their first night, they decided to go to
a night club. The feature attraction was a stand-up comedian who created
laughter in the audience with his first sentence. People were roaring with
laughter and rolling in the aisles -- including Joe. Finally, his wife said:
"Joe, you don't understand Hebrew or a word he is speaking. What are you
doing laughing at what you don't understand? It's crazy!" Joe replied:

"Yes, but I tell you -- | trust these people!"

My friends, ladies and gentlemen, these people are our people. We are
they; they are us. My parents and Meir Rosenne's parents were born in
Romania. Through good fortune or accident, my mother was sent to the
United States by her father to join relatives she had never known. My
father and his family came to this country when he was a child. They met at

a meeting of the Independent Bukovina Young Mens' and Young Ladies'




Benevolent Society. They married, | was born. Meir's parents remained in

Romania where they met, married, and where Meir was born.

During the Hitler and Stalin days, my parents and | lived in relative
security, even somewhat unaware of the awful tragedies across the ocean.
Meir's parents and he were forced to wear the yellow Star of David under
Nazi occupation. They wore it with pain, but also with great pride. Meir
and his family went to Palestine. My family lived in the United States. Meir
and | are both lawyers, we both have doctorate degrees. | say without
hesitation that none of us in this audience should forget: "There, but for

the grace of God, go 1."

Meir Rosenne's accomplishments are legion. Through his father's
perseverance and courage, they lived through the dark Nazi nightmare until
1944 when they managed to secure passage for the family on a ship bound
for Turkey. They left all their possessions behind and finally reached
Palestine traveling on a train through Syria and Lebanon. At age 17 he took
up arms to flight for the establishment of Israel as a home for the Jewish
people. He entered the foreign service; he studied at the Sorbonne in Paris;
he worked in the visa section of Israel's Paris embassy. he became Israel's

Consul in New York.

Meir Rosenne was one of the first and most energetic of Israel's
leaders to fight for freedom for Soviet Jews. He as much as any other
human being helped persuade the United States to concern itself with this

problem and lift it to a prominent position on the agenda of American



foreign policy. Meir, too, would think: "There but for the grace of God go
l.ll

Meir's government service career included a period as General Counsel
of Israel's Atomic Energy Commission: Legal Advisor to the Foreign
Ministry; and Ambassador to France and to the United States. He played a
vital, difficult role in the negotiations at Camp David, which led to the
historic agreement between Israel and Egypt, as a result of which no soldier

on either side has been killed by the other since the signing of the treaty.

My friends, you and | are frequently asked to invest or contribute to
Israel. That is our privilege. Meir Rosenne has done more than invest. He
and his family have committed themselves to the creation, establishment and
strengthening of a Jewish national homeland, so that all of us may gain
strength and security from its presence. Israel must always be available as a
home which will receive any and all Jews who desire to live there, wherever

they come from.

Meir, we give you and Vera our warmest best wishes as you return
home. We know that you leave at the end of the year with mixed emotions.
As | try to imagine your own thoughts, | remember the Adlai Stevenson
story of a drunk who called the hotel switchboard at 6 a.m. to ask when the
bar would open. "9 a.m." the operator replied. A half-hour later, the
drunk called again and repeated the question in thicker tones. He received
the same answer. When, unmistakably drunk, he called again at 7 a.m., the
operator said in exasperation: "For the third time, you can get in the bar at

? a.m." "Get in," replied the drunk, "I want to get out!"



Meir, we understand your feelings.

goes with you.

As you and Vera leave, our love
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September 21, 1993

Ambassador Max M. Kampelman
3154 Highland Place, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20008

Dear Ambassador Kampelman:

Thanks for agreeing to pay tribute to Meir Rosenne
at our year end dinner on November 17. With your
participation, I know the dinner will be a huge
success. I will provide you with details closer
to the evening.

Best wishes to you and yours for a happy and healthy
New Year.

Sincerely,

4ile

Robert G. Fishman, Ph.D.
Executive Director

RGF/em

4733 BETHESDA AVENUE, SUITE 800, BETHESDA, MARYLAND 20814 - 301-654-6575 - FAX 301-951-0036



Ambassador Meir Rosenne has been a special friend
to the Washington Jewish community since he and Vera arrived
~in 1983 to assume the post of Israel’s ambassador to the United
States. For the last five years, Ambassador Rosenne has been
president and CEO of the worldwide Israel Bonds Organization,
which he led to new levels of achievement, including the first-ever
billion dollar campaign.

He was born in lasi, Romania on February 19, 1931 and
escaped with his family from Nazi-occupied Romania to Israel. He studied at the
Sorbonne where he received his M. A. in political science and his Ph.D., with honors,
in international law. He is a graduate of the Institute for Advanced Studies in Paris.

Ambassador Rosenne began his career in government service in 1953. He was
consul of Israel in New York from 1961-67, and coordinator of the Israel Atomic
Energy Commission from 1969-71. Between 1971 and 1979, he was legal advisor
to Israel’s Foreign Ministry, where he served as the legal advisor to the Israel
delegation to the negotiations at Kilometer 101, the Geneva Peace Talks (1973) and
the related negotiations with the Egyptian and Syrian delegations following the Yom
Kippur War. He participated in all deliberations leading to the Israel-Egypt peace
treaty in 1979, when he negotiated the legal protocols for the Camp David Accords.

For his prominent role in bringing about peace between Israel and Egypt, he
earned the gratitude of his nation. He servedhis country as ambassador to France from
1979 until May 1983, and ambassador to the United States from 1983 until June 1987.

In 1989, he became president and CEO of Israel Bonds. With Bonds proceeds
being utilized for immigrant absorption it is worth noting that Ambassador Rosenne
was among the first to champion the cause of Soviet Jewry more than thirty years ago.

Ambassador Rosenne’s efforts on behalf of Israel Bonds represent the continuation
of a long and distinguished record of service to his country. It is therefore our
privilege to pay tribute to him in recognition of a lifetime of achievement.

Zivan Cohen was born in Afula, Israel on May 17, 1931.
He grew up in Ramat-Gan and served in the Army during the War
of Independence in 1948.

Professionally, Mr. Cohen is a structural engineer who
received his undergraduate degree in civil engineering from
Israel’s famed Technion and his M.S. in civil engineering from
[~ the University of Pennsylvania in 1959. Since opening his own
offices in 1962, he has been involved in myriad projects throughout
the area, including many residential, educational, commercial and industrial buildings.

Mr. Cohen, who taught a senior engineering course at Catholic University’s
Department of Civil Engineering, has published numerous professional papers, and
was the recipient of a national award for structural design.

Mr. Cohen is a longtime member of the Prime Minister's Club, one of Israel
Bonds' most prestigious honor societies. He also participates in a number of secular
and non-secular organizations in an effort to improve the quality of Jewish life in the
Greater Washington community and Israel.

Zivan Cohen is married to Rosalie and they have 5 children.

The Washington Committee, State of Israel Bonds

requests the pleasure of your company at a

Farewell Tribute Dinner Honoring
Washington’s Special Friend
Ambassador Meir Rosenne
outgoing President and CEQO of Israel Bonds

Tribute Speaker
Ambassador Max Kampelman

and the installation of
Zivan Cohen
1994 General Campaign Chairman

Wednesday, November seventeenth
at the Park Hyatt Hotel
24th and M Street, NW
Washington, D.C.

Barbara Topol and Robert M. Keats

Dinner Co-Chairmen

Black Tie Cockails 6:30 p.m.
RSVP Enclosed Dinner 7:00 p.m.
Please respond by November 12th Dietary Laws Observed
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AMBASSADOR MEIR ROSENNE

ing new diplomatic climates highlighted by warmer ties and a
spirit of closcr cooperation.

Today, Meir Rosenne—accomplished diplomat, architect
of peace, proud Jew and 2 fiercely patriotic Isracli—sits in his
office at Israel Bonds world headquarters in New York, plan-
ning, developing and implementing the means 0 achieve yet
another ambitious goal for his country—the attainment of
$1.5 billion in Israel bond funds in 1992.

For those who recall that it took 16 years for the Israel
Bonds organization to reach its first billion in sales, Rosenne’s
goal might raise a few eyebrows. But then again, Meir
Rosenne is the man who led Israe] Bonds to its most success-

i and discrim

saded for the

o

_ { _of his people.f

‘- - The ooﬁsinﬁmate dip]omat ful year ever, securing $990 million in 1991 alone,

%" o 4 . , In fact, during his first three years as president and CEQof

. and peaPe I?QgOHBlOI f(:CllSeS "_m Isracl Bonds, he secured an astonishing $2.5 billion in bond

the absorption of Israel’s Immigrants * capital for Israel. This amazing accomplishment can perhaps

; 127 !i s best be appreciated when one realizes that it represents more

- e — - manzopermtofaubmdssoadimherourdmdehimof.
 ByJamesS.Galfunda Israel Bonds.

i

{ il =4 »
“Where were you when your people were downgraded, villfied | most certainly, the right man in the right place at the right
_ mﬂem}‘fi‘?” . - Ambassador MeirRosenne | sands of former Soviet Jews in Israel is the fulfillment of a per- /

' s ; or M;:ii- Rosenne, the journey from his native “Fifty years ago,” he observes, “the Jews had no place to
j Romanian town of Yassi to ——

- the office: e currently occy-
" ‘pies as president and chicf executive
| -officer of the Worldwide Israel Bonds *
organization! has been a remarkable
., saga. It has been replete with so
- many dramatic and momentous

and conflict, Israel will continue to
events that, ?Jlem it a book; it would keep its gates open for any Jew seek-
read like an astonishing chronicle of ing refuge or desiring a full, free and
Jate twentiett century Jewish history, proud Jewish life.”
And, like So much of that history,

* 'Rosenne’s Jife has exemplified tri-
umph over adversity. Forced to wear
1, the yellow Star of David under Nazi
{ occupation, hie and his family eluded
-+ death by escaping to Palestine. He
. | -fought against enemics bent on -
! Israel’s dmmﬁﬁon during the War of - 5
‘Independence, and then, three , . n : may be as many as one million for-
decades later. helped forge peace Ambassador Melr Rosenne, th president and CEO : :
between Israé] and Egypt. He cru- . ; :
Tight of emigration for Soviet Jewry since the | and other countries—does
early. sixties, 'aLid now, with the gates of frecdom open. heis | his efforts. Rather,

helping to pto-ffde the means for immigtants (o lead meaning- phase, one in which e feels that “it is our obligation to ensure
“ful and productive lives in Israc!. g that no Jew, whercver he might be, will ever be prevented
Rosenne has

ot only from Isracl, but also from Paris and | jobs,
- Washington. As Tsrael's ambassador to those two world capi-
| taks, Rosenne !lranscended periods of tension, skillfully creat-
it i -. | . Sy ; i u

~ And, with all Bonds proceeds being devoted exclusively to /
the absorption of new immigrants in Israel, Mcir Rosenne is,

2 against—~-and what did you do to over- | (time. For Rosennc, the ongoing amival of hundreds of thou-

sonal quest that has obsessed him for more than 3() years.

89, and, even if they could emigrate,
no one would accept them. Today,
Israel is waiting to accept all Jews
who wish to Jive therc with warmth,
enthusiasm and the promise of a
meaningful future, Despite hardship

Rosenne fervently believes that
“Isracl is the living realization of the
dream of the Jewish peoplc.”

And, be stresses, “if Jews are free |
today to come to Israel, it is because
for years we have carricd high the
appeal, ‘Let my people po.™

For Rosenne, the arrival of what

. of Tstael Bonds. mer Soviet Jews in Israel—together
with several thousand from Ethjopia
not represent the culmination of
it means the start of an intensive new

pursued his decades-long agenda on behalf from poing (o Israel because of a Jack of funds for housing and

“Their fate js in our hands,” Rosenye emphasizes, “We.

D

.18 Lifestyles
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can.do it. We will do it.” _
. These words are spoken forcefully by a man _
. .. who, having endured the horrors of life under

. Nazi occupation, knows what it is like to face

| oppression, despair and the daily possibility of

. desth, Meir Rosenne, better than most individu-

als, understands what the promise of 2 safe haven

. mreans to Jews living a daily. existence of persceu- .

W\ n June 29,1941, a pogrom in Yassi took

the lives of more than 12,000 Jews, That

searing event was one of the pivotal

moments in Rosenne's life: “Since that day, ] con- | 4

- sider the rest of my lifc a bonus, because, by sheer . {8
. luck, I remained aljve.” : :

* Even today, Rosenne reealls the cvent vividly.
“Germany had just invaded the Soviet Union, and
Soviet planes were bombing Romania. We had
taken refuge, together with 30 other families, in
the basement of a store.

~ “We hid there for a week. Then, a man came [
and told us that all Jews must go to the police sta-

* tion to get the word liber (free) stamped on their

.+ * papers. My father, who was the community leader,

©+ “saigknix. Only one family went, and they never -

i .{ retlirbéd, The pext day, we paid two soldiers to =

* "keep people ot of the shelter. We later heard that 2,000 Jews
.were executed by the Romanian police, and 10,000 more
were put on sealed trains and sent o their deaths.”

' / Rosenne agd his family persevered through the dark Nazi

'/ mightmare for another three years. Then, in 1944, his father
. .mangged to secure passage for the family on a ship bound for
' iTurk®y. Leaving all their possessions behind, the Rosenncs,

1" together with 700 other refugees, crammed aboard a vesse|
. F  built to accommodate 200 passengers, From Turkey, the fami-.
- 1y made its way to Palestine, traveling via train through Syria

“ment of a free and independent state of [srael.

" During one battle, a friend fighting two feet away from
Rasenne: was shot and killed. “From that moment on, ] have
aiwa}s;_bmembered,anﬂwiﬂneverforgel,thallwemylifc,

: ‘wmmmekwishbéysmdiedsotbmmelnﬁghr

five™ 1 i

v ThiEbassage of time has not yet dimmed the wonder of
Israel’s réemergence as a sovereign Jewish nation, an event
thal remains extraordinary for Rosenne. He Grmly believes
that “the modem-day rebirth of the ancient Jewish common-

*. - wealth; after two millennia of Jewish exile, wandering and

|‘ hroﬁgmwm,isbomlamﬁ:adeandanmofhistoﬁc

[ h_ m K . f .
!% -+ Following the cessation of hostilities between Israel and

" . the Arafis, Rosenne decided to enter the forcign service. To

* achieve that goal he studied at the Sorbonne in Paris, eaming
. i ; “-—-_...___,__________1—.. £

. Then, 4t age 17, he (ook up amms (o fight for the establish-

bamdwRomMU.S.heﬁduquqgeBush.

a Ph.D. in intermnational Jaw. Rosenne’s entrée into the world /
of diplomacy began rather Jnauspiciously, with a job in the visa
section of Israel’s Paris embassy. i

~ As fate would have it, the man who would forge the legal /
protocols that brought peace between Jsrael and Egypt
worked at the embassy with Elj Ben-Elissar, who was destined
to beeome Israc!'s first ambassador 10 Cairo. .
~ Upon returning to Israe), Roscnne, along with four other
people, “started the struggle for Russian Jewty, to make the
world aware of the magnitude of the problem.”

His awareness campaign received a major boost when,
during his service as Isracl’s consul in New York, Roscnine was ’
ableto secure a meeting with U.S. President John F Kennedy.

Rosenne remembers Kennedy with warmth and gratitude,
recalling how the late president was “deeply moved by the
issue of Soviet Jewry. Kennedy was the first head of state to
officially raise the matter with the Soviet Union.” '

Thus, Rosenne’s perseverance resulted in a major break-
through—the first serious interest expressed by the United
States concemning the rights of Soviet Jews. He considers the -

“elevation of Soviet Jewry (o a prominent position on

America’s foreign policy agenda as “the number one achieve.
ment™ of his diplomatic career. =
Oncc the U.S. government threw its weight behind the
struggle, the American Jewish community also began 1o take
up the cause. : ' ;
Rosennc returned to Israel in 1967, and was appointed

0

20 NOLSNIHSHM SANOD 2S:TT €6. BT AQNes 19




Profile

|

history of Jsracl,” and points (o the
accords as “irrcfutable proof of
Isracl's willingness 10 make conces-
sions, We gave up (crritory four
times the size of Israel, together
with oil wells, military bases, naval
bases and the Straits of Tiran. For
" the people of Israel, the life of one
human being is more important
than oil, :
“Israel,” he declares emphati-
cally, “in the face of the silence,
indifference, hostility and hypocrisy
of other nations, continues, as
always, to stand ready to make

siir : pcace with anyone who is ready to
Rosenne, Jsraeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and USS. President make peace with her.”
, Jimmy Cartet discuss peace at Camp David, Despite the fact that peace with

'Suualeﬁwsmﬁmmsia

. coordinator and later, general counsel, of Isracl's Alomic
{ ;- Energy Commission. In 1971, Abba Eban named him legal
/ adviser to the Foreign Ministry, a key phase in his diplomatic
career that culminated in “one of the greatest moments of my
life"—the signing of a peace treaty betwecn Israc| and Egypt.
.~ Asan expert on intemational law, Rosenne was intimately
involved with every phase of the complex and difficult negoti-
: i ations that led to the signing of the Camp David Accords,
“beginning with the disengagement agreements hammered out
- / in the Sinai in the aftermath of the Yom Kippur War.
' Afler mombhs of arduous:negotiations, Rosenne handed
the completed peace treaty to Prime Minister Menachem
" Begin'at the 1979 signing ceremony on the White House
- lawn. Today, he remembers the event as “a historic moment
. that] shall never forget. " T '

ent Anwar Sadat, U.S. President Jimmy Carter and Isracli Prime

Minister Menachem Begin sign the historic Camp David Accords, Ambassador Rosenne (far right
O was intimately involved with cvery phase of the hegoHations.

He calls the peace (reaty “the most important event in the

Egypt has yet to blossom into
warm, cordial relations, Rosenne
points out that “in spite of all the
odds, and contrary to all the predic-
lions of the so-called experts, there
is peace today between Israel and
the most important Arab state, No
. soldiers have been killed since the
signing of the treaty. and the flag of
Israel still flies in Cairo, The peace
continues, and for Israel, this reality
is of the utmost importance.”
Rosennc’s extensive involve-
ment with the Camp David
Accords delayed his return to Paris,
where he was due (0 begin his next
major diplomatic assignment as
Israel's ambassador to the French
capital. He served as Israel's emis-
sary to Paris from 1979 to 1983,
alter which he was posted 1o
Washington. D.C. to sucoced Moshe Arens 25 Israel's ambas-
sador (o the United States,

During his assignments abroad, Rosenne was a sought-
after guest lecturer at universities in Europe and the United
States, speaking on intemnational law at such prestigious insti-
lutions as the Sorbonne in Paris and American University in
Washington, D.C.

In fact, Rosenne's successes in the world of foreign diplo-
macy have tended (o overshadow the fact that he is also a
renowned scholar who has served as senior lecturer at the
GJr:iVWy_orTEl Aviv, the University of Haifa and the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. '

This oversight was corrected by Yeshiva University in New
York, which conferred upon Rosenne an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree. In making the presentation, university president

/
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Dr. 'Nbrman-. Lamm said, “You have established an enviable
reputation s a courageous government official . . . but those

Of us in the field of education know you also for your fine

mind as-a noted member of the academic community.”

In 1987, following his service as Isracl’s ambassador to
Washington, Rosenne took a‘leave of absence from the
Foreign Ministry to accept a. position with Shaare Zedek
Hospital as chairman of its international board of govemors.
Then, in-1989, he was named president and chicf executive

. officer of the worldwide Isracl Bonds organization, an-oppor-
-tunity which has allowed him to continue his 30-year effort on

. behalf of Soviet Jewry on an unprecedented scale,

He strongly believes that “the fate of the State of Isracl wil

be decided by the number of Jews going to live there,

- Everything should be done, in every possiblc and impossible
.+ way, to. make sure that the Jews from Russia come 10 Israel,
. ‘Butthat's only the beginning. Once they are in Israel, we must

& ensure that they have the means

- the nation and its future. History,”
“he warns, “will never forgive s if

;. [message straight to the source,
. -when, shortly after frec emigra-
' tion rights were granted, he led an

. Soviet Union' to meet with the

Leningrad and Kiev.

: Moscow's main synagogue, He .
.” exodus was “the third greal.mira- _
+ cle of our time, after the survival

- of the Jewish people despite

to make a positive contribution to

we [ail in this endeavor”.
- In1990, Rosenne took his

Israel Bonds delegation to the
Jewish communitics of Moscow, -
. For Rosenne, the highlight of ’
his trip was an address he made
during Shabbat services in

told the worshippers that their

. altempts lo destroy them in the ) ;
.. Holocaust, and the rebirth of a free and independent Israe),”
- Rosenne is'unshakable in his conviction that Israei’s
, absorption of Jews fromithe former Soviet Union is “a world.
_wide Jewish endeavor. All Jews are shareholders in this enter-
- prise called Israel. I think even the assimilated Jew, when
- reading & newspaper, looks first to see if there i anything

_ my mind.

2e]. This will continuc forever. There is no doubl in

; “In that rega'rd," he oonﬁnﬁs, “the Isracl Bonds organi-

- zation offers a unique opportunity (o sharc in the building

and development of Israel. Israel Bonds is the only organiza-
tion that mobilizes funds (o be invested in the economy of

! Israel 1o ensure the enhancement of the Jéwish state. From

/

I that standpoint, when we speak of dividends, we don't only

mean the interest the bond pays. The real dividend is the
matiqn of human dignity for the Jewish people.”

Profile

~ Shimon Peres, Iscael’s new forelgn minister, with
Ambassador Meir Rosenne.

ly pursuing that goal of Jewish dignity, Rosenne

derives pleasurc from swimming and photography.
He and his wifc Vera, who is actively involved with the Isracl
Bonds Women's Division, as well as the Women's
Intemnational Zionist Organization, reside on Manhattan's
Upper East Side, although their home in Jerusalem is never
far from their thoughts.

Nor are their daughters: 32-ycar-old Mihal, a social worker
involved with juvenile definquents and their families in Israel,
and Dafpa, 23, who followed in her father's footsteps and
became a lawyer.

Although he is not a politician, Rosenne is a man of strong
personal convictions, which he is not hesitant (o express. The
subject of the acrimonious negotiations over U.S.-backed loan
guarantees brings oul the fiery side of Rosenne’s personality:
“In spitc of promises made by the Americans, linkage
between the loan guarantees
and political conditions was
established. lsrael was expected,
before any negotiations began,
to give up its inherent right (o
sctile Jews anywhere it wants,
The shock of secing the loan
guarantees linked 10 the intemnal
policics of Jsrael was just incredi-
ble,”

Which brings him back to
Isracl Bonds: “The net result of-
all this is that Jews in the
Diaspora have 10 make a special
effort 1o help the State of
Isracl—and that is why Israel
Bonds is here,”

And that is why Meir
Rosenne is presiding over the
organization’s worldwide efforts
lo ensure the success of what
will undoubtedly be the last
great exodus of the Jewish people. The man who was told by
his father to wear the Nazi's yellow star no as a badge of
shame, but a badge of pride, has carried that lesson with him
his entire life,

Itis 2 lesson he is eager to impan 1o of hers, saying that he
urges his fellow Jews “10 renew our pledge to past and future
generations so that no matter what, we will pever let down
our brethren. no mattcr where they are. Our joint support for
Isracl and the Jewish people,™ he cmphasizes siemly, “is not
negotiable. All those who give us advice, those who are
always ready (o express condolences when Jews are killed,
should know that we do not want any morc monuments (o
the dead. We have only one monument, which is a very living /
monument.

o/

D uring those brief moments when he is not vigorous-

“And tha.” says Meir Roscnne, “is the State of Israel,”

- 9/5°d
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Development Corporation For Israel

' ISRAELBONDS

Robert G. Fishman, Ph.D.
Executive Director

LJH'!I—"

November 18, 1993

Ambassador Max M. Kampelman
3154 Highland Place, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20008

Dear Ambassador Kampelman:

You were superb! Your comments and warmth made last
night very special for everyone who was there. I know
how moved Meir was listening to you, and you are a
great joke teller. Meir requested a copy of your re-
marks, if possible.

Thank you for being such a good friend of Israel
Bonds and for participating in last night's Tribute
Dinner.

Best wishes,

Robert G. Fishman, Ph.D.

Executive Director

RGF/em

4733 Bethesda Ave. = Suite 800 = Bethesda, MD 20814 = (301) 654-6575 = Fax: (301) 951-0036
Out-Of-Town Call 1-800-795-6575
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