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K hea

Never in the long range of history of Indis has_been so much
anxious questioning, =0 much doubt and bewilderment, so much exam-
ining of old institutions, existing ills, and suggested remedies as:
it is to-day. We are witneses to a continuous process of change
going on all over the world, and everywhere anxious statesmen are
a&lmost at theiw:wit's end and grope in the dark. It is clear
that we are a part of this grea”t problem. History, it is s=aid,
has many lessons to teach us. The past brings us many giftg,
indeed, all that we have to-day of culture, civilisation, is a
gift of the distant past to us. If, then, you yeek upon past Moo
history with the eye of sympathy, you will see a mighty process-
ion of living men and women in every age and every clige, diffe- ™
rent from us and yet like us, with much the same humang virtues
and human failings, Our &ge is no different; we have our share
of disillusion, our doubts, uncertainties, and our questioning.
Sometimes the injustice, the unhappiness and the brutality: opp-
ress us and daZrken our minds and we see no way out. The whole
background of Indian religion, culture, a~nd philosophy was one of
tolera_nce, and even encouragement of other beliefs, Some con-
flicte arose, but were more politica’l than religious. Every
country to-day has to put up & stiff fight against the forces
of reactionasy and evil. India is no exception to this rule.
Nothing ie more absurd than to imagine that all questions in
.India can-be fitted in without trea™ting on other peoples toes,

No one in his senses likes conflict and suffering. This is

no time for petty Bestructiveicriticism, no time for ill will

or blaming others. The ambitionw of the greatest son of India
(Mahatma Gandhi) has been to wipe out every tear from every eye.
That ma’y be beyond us, but so long as there a're tears -and
suffering, so long our work will not be over., Many of the giants
of old .are not with us, and we of the later day, sta”nding high
on pedastals of their creaTtion, ma_y often decry their efforte,
That is often the way of the world. If to-day we are gathered
here at:'@ erisis of our destiny, conscious of our strength as
well as our weakmess, and looking with hope and apprehension

to the future, it is well that we first give thought to those
who sacrificed thei'r lives , so that those that follow them

may have the joy of achievement, India will have to find a
golution to its problems and until she does so her pelitical

and social structure c-annot kawe stability. The solution

must be based on the geniusf bf her peeple and be an outcome

of her thought and culture. If it has to endure, the unhappy
differences between various communities, which trouble us today
and keep back our progress,must end. If India has a message

to give to the world, she hascalso to receive and learnrmuch




from the messages of others, We ha've to labour and work 'hard

to give reality to our dreams. When everything is -changing it

is well to remember the long course of Indian history. The most
amazing thing has been the way India has withstood the impact of
numerous alien influences and thousands of years of change and
conflict., It withsteod them beca_use it always sought to . absorb o
them and tolerate them. Unfortunatély twe politics, no one can A™
start with a clean slate. We have alwaygsto start from facts
emerging out of history, distant and immediate past. It is the
function of statesmanship to determine how far it is pessible at

any peint of time to reconcile idealism and reality. It is right

we acknowledge our obligations to the pa_st. But that does not
exhaust our duty or obligation. We owe a duty to the future also

and perhaps that ebligation is even greater tha"n the one we owe

to the past. The future is yet to come,and perhaps we all may

be able to shape it in such a way that'the India eof tomorrow

311 her children may dwell,

Te understand a person, yo u will have to understand his
environment, the conditions under which he/she lives and the
ideas that fill his/her mind. 'Holy-Prayag' a town sacred in
ancient India is located at close preximity to 'Triveni' the
confluence of the three rivers sacred to Hindus, the Ganges,
the Jamuna and the mythical Saraswathi. Emperor Akbar in the
16th century renamed it as 'Allahabad' (city of Allah) and Xt
became a_n importamt seat of Mughal Government. Therefore,
it is surprising to find that Allahabad has provided Iree-India
with its three Prime-Ministers, Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur
Sastri and Indira Gandhi., A baby was born to Jawaharlal Nehru
and Kamala on 19th November 1917 at Allahaba”d. Motilal Nehru,
decide to name his grand-daughter 'Indira' after his own mother.
To this the young parents added !'Priyadarshini! meaning, ‘'dear
to the sight'. 1In a letter of congratulations Sarojini Naidu f
(the famous poetess) humourously dubbed Indira‘'the soulof India.
Her remark we more prophetic than she could possibly have imag-
ined. It was also the year of the Bolshéik revolution in
Russia . The Wehrus at the time of Indira's birth, were one
of the most cosmopolitan families in the country. Their out-
look:and way of life revealed a subtle a nd sensible mixturecsf
their distinct cultural tradition; the scholarly and exclusive
Kashmiri pandits, the Muelim culture of Mughal India, and the
public-school virtues of the British Raj. The Nehru heritage
Was & rich one, ceatimuing in a fertile synthesis some of the
finest attributes of the East and the West. The family history
revealed not only an ambitious and daring driving force, but a
remarkable resilience and capacity for survival, gualities
which are in any society the pre-requisites for successful
leadership. The story of Indira's childhood and adolesence




would be closely interwoven with the histery of the new India that
was struggling to come of =age. That struggle would soon engulf

the whole Nehru ‘family and, while she herself was teo young to be am
active. participant.

The Indian National Congress founded in 1885, already had a
long histery when Indira was born. Motilal Nehru wad acitvely
associated with it, from its session in Allahabad in 1888. By .
1921, in the dark horizon of Indian rule, there occurred aceell&SHAom
isson of three great comets, Mahtma Gandhi, and the two Nehrus.
From then on privacy in Andda Bhavan had become a thing of the
past. Mahatma Gandhi, Mrs Besant, Sapru, Lajpat Rai, Malaviya
and Jimnah were a few of the political gianmts who frequented the
Nehru home. For Indira it was an early and everwhelming intre-
duction to famous men and women. In later years she used to ., . h'mA towon,
say,"I think I attended whes—l-wes—bhere. Anada Bhavan was @ . liws wiuuwd
highly charged environment for a growing child, and it seems to ke DA
have left its effect on her thinking and development. The re-
sult was a desire to excel and prove her mettle, coupled with a
painfil shymess and diffidence. To her leneliness was added her
anxiety about her mother's chronic ill-hehith. In March 1926,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Kamala and Indira left for Geneva for medical
treatment of Kamala, This was her first introduction to a
schoel in Switzerland. On her return to India, she joined
St. Mary's convent in Allahabad. Spurred by her father's letters
in themselves a major education, Indira was becoming a veracious
reader and studied Samskrit, English and French. Indira had
turned sixteen before she her school ha"ving passed matricu-
lationa~yoasmiwalmom: =

Feroze Gadhi, when he first met the Nehru family at Alla-
habad was hardly nineteen years old. He became a constant
visitor to Anand Bhavan and became pelitically involved. In
1935, Kamala's helath became an anxiety and the family left
for Eurepe for treatment, Feroze Gandhi had joined the '
London Sehool of Economics and frequently visited Indira in
Europe. In Feb 1936, Kamala died, leaving Imdira to continue
her education in Switperland. War breke out in Europe and
Indira returmed to India in 1940, having studied for some
years at oxford. At some poimt in 1941, Indira told her fat-
her she wanted te mayry Feroze Gandhi. Their wedding took
olace on 26th March 1942 at which Sir Stafford Eripps and Eve
Curie were presemt, The Quit -India movement reached its mpeak
in August 1942, and both Indira Gandhi and Feroze Gamndhi were
arrested and spemt an year in prison. In August 1943 both
were released and reunited. Rajiv was born in 194k and San-
jay in 1946. The scene shifts to Delhi where Indira Gandhi
Joined her father who had assumed the responsibility to head




the Interim Covernmemt. She became the first lady because of the
deep emotional link betweem father and daughter. It was unthink-
able to her that Nehru, a lonely man, burdened with state affairs
would be allewed to live alone; neglected and uncared. There was
no one else who could give him the necessary care and compassion
except his daughter. It was in this context that she took a deci-
siom to live with her father. Anmy other interpretation seems both
uncharitable and ulikely.

“I eften wonder, why any one would want to be prime minister
of India. What would be more difficult than running the workd's
most populous democracy by a combimatiom of persuatiem, pressure
and pugnacity. The burdens that come to rest on shoulders of ki
India's Prime minister dwarf the Himalayas'.. Indira Gandhi
might well have had misgivings sbout the perilous seat to which
circumstances had brought her. She became the first female
Prime minister of India in 1966. She had ascended to the“gaddi”
from which her father had ruled Imndia as undisputed leader, but
the positiom was nowway comparable to his. Imdira Gandni's All
India image and Kamaraj's wishes had ne doubt influemced the choice
but the most decisive facter was their confidence, that Indira
Gandhi weuld be mere amenable to pressure by the chief ministers.
In 1959, at the suggestion of Pandit Panth, Indira Gandhi became
the Comgress Pregidemt. This was the first active part she pla-
yed in the pelitics of Independent India. She had by 1960, sudd-
enly and against all expectations, proved that, she had ideas of
her own, and that her father had come to respect them, and that
she had acquired the drive to see her ideas carried out. She had
developed influence over him., Also she had tasted the power.
Indira Gandhi's personality had two remarkable features- her dete-
rmination to rise to a challenge and her shrewd instinet for sur-
vival, It was Indira Candhi's misfortume to sacceed to the prime
ministership when India's, problems had converged to an econemic
crisis both domestic and external.

During Nehru's prime ministerhsip, Indira as his close compa-
nion and hostess, foundd a new world opening embuaround her. She
came inte contact with @& large but mest exclusive circle, meeting
many ef the leading statesman of Eurepe, U.S.A., Asia and Afriea.
Her observant eye must have enabled her to arrive at some assess-
ment of pessible use for the future, One does not know ¢6 what
extent Nehru made his daughter his pelitical confidante in his
seventeen years as prime minister. During the years of her stay
with her father at Delhi, she had become a cumpulsive reader., Her
tasteés and interests w@we remarkably cathelic. She had read, T.S.
El)Yiet, Jean Paul ga&ire, Albert &amus, Dylen Thomas, Pearl Buck




and a host of journals related to welfare of women and scientific

and technolegicak matters. She had a special taste for the biogras
phies and autobiographies of great leaders of the world. Even though
she was a—t home in Hindustani', she learnt tu speak equally well in
Hindi, She spoke fluent French, though with a slight Swiss accent,
and Trudeau remarked that she speaks French even better than us.

che is known to have a strong aesthetic sense as she felt equally

at home with the classical Indian arts' and Bach and Beethoven., At
the time of her taking office of prime minister she =aid ' I neit-
her feel excited nor nervous'. This is just another job I have to
do. I have done a mumber of Jobs in the past and I feel up to it.'
She aleo said ' that ' thosewho have watched me grow know that I
am frail and hardy at the same time. She has been the prime mini-
ster of India for sixteen years, and finally laid down her life in
the serviee of the nation.

Jawaharlal Nehru in his last letter to Indira in 1933wrote as
follows:;- We have finished my dear ; the long story has ended.
People avoid action because they are afraid of consequences, for
action means risk and danger. Danger seems terrible from a dis-
tance; it is not so bad if you ha_ve a close look at. How pro-
phetic it was on 3lst October 198L.

T.N.Ramachandra Raoc Ph,D.
9333 Hyland Creek Road
Bloomington, Minnesota 55437

Nov. Lth, 198k
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PRIME MINISTE
NEW DELHI INDIA

FOR 4ND ON BEHALF OF FAMILIES OF INDIAN HERITAGE IN MINNESOTA

AND NEARBY, WE EXTEND OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND TO THE REPUBLIC OF
INDI& AND TO THE FAMILY ON THE UNTIMELY AND TRAGIC DEATH OF
(NDIRA GANDHI, LATE PRIME MINISTER. WE GRIEVE WITH YOU.

!

5 GAHDHI'S CONTRIEUTION TO THE MOTHERLAND, 70 A VIBRANT DEMOCRACY,

R [
T0 NONALIGNED PEACE AND TO THE WORLD WILL ENTER HISTORY WITH THE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF HER FATHER AND MAHATMA GANDHI .

WE PRAY FOR PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES OF INDIA,
MAY THE DEMOCRACY FLOURISH.

SIGNED AT ST PAUL MINN, USA ON NOV 1, 1984

5 K DaSH OF THE ORRISA SOCIETY
H R GUNDU RAO - TELUGU
MR AND MRS K SAXENA - PRESIDENT HINDU SOCIETY
R L:Jut:Jl:ii';h-n:iL.if%
I KamATH - KAaNNADA KOOTA
MATHUR - SCHOOL FOR INDIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURE
GHaH - GUJARAT SAMAJ
M N AMBEKKER - INDIA CLUEBE
MR AND MRS K CaDA, INDIA CLUB
GHAaNJT SHAH, INDIA CLUR
CARLA PRAKASH - NATYKALA
BASGNT KHAREANDA
SHAMGTSJIMAN INDIAN MUSIC SOCTETY
CHANDRI KA SESHARDI SOUTH ASIAN FOLK PERFORMERS
ANUSGLYA AND F F O ZDLNEK, PRESIDENT IMNDIA CLUB
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A MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION

OFENING SONG BY THE CHILDREN OF SILC
INTRODUCTION BY F.F. ZDENEEK

REMARES BY HE HONORAELE MARLENE JOHNSON
INDIRA GANDHI, FROFILE BY DR. RAOD
INDIA IN THE LAST TWENTY YEARS BY FREETI MATHUR
REMARES BY HARLAN CLEVELAND
REMARES BY JOHN DERUS

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMUNITY
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM OF INDIA

N.E. DUE TO THE RAFID NATURE OF THIS MEETING AND OTHER
UNAVOIDAELE COMMITTMENTS, OUR HONORED GUESTS MAY AFPFEAR IN AN

ORDER DIFFERENT THAN NOTED.
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NOVEMBER 2 1984
PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
NEW DELHI INDIA

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF FAMILIES OF INDIAN HERITAGE IN MINNESOTA

4ND NEARBY, WE EXTEND OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND TO THE REPUBLIC OF
INDIA AND TO THE FAMILY ON THE UNTIMELY AND TRAGIC DEATH OF
INDIRA GANDHI, LATE PRIME MINISTER. WE BRIEVE WITH YOU.

MRS BAHDHI'S CONTRIEUTION TO THE MOTHERLAND, TO A VIBRANT DEMOCRACY,
TO NONALIGNED PEACE AND TO THE WORLD WILL ENTER HISTORY WITH THE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF HER FATHER AND MAHATMA GANDHI.

WE PRAY FOR PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING AMONG ALL THE PEOPLES OF INDIA,
MAY THE DEMOCRACY FLOURISH.

SIGNED AT ST PAUL MINN, USA ON NOV 1, 1984

g K DASH OF THE ORRISA SOCIETY
H R GUNDU RAO - TELUGU
MR AND MRS K SAXENA - PRESIDENT HINDU SOCIETY
R AGARWALA
U KAMATH - KANNADA KOOTA
A MATHUR - SCHOOL FOR INDIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURE
D. SHAH - GUJARAT SAMAJ
M N AMBEKKER - INDIA CLUB
MR AND MRS K GaDA, INDIA CLUB
GHANJI SHAH, INDIA CLUR
CARLA PRAKASH — NATYKALA
BASANT KHAREANDA
SHAMATSJMAN INDIAN MUSIC SOCIETY
CHANDRIKA SESHARDI SOUTH ASIAN FOLK PERFORMERS
ANUSUYA AND F F ZDENEK, PRESIDENT INDIA CLUB
' AT AT
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