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President’s message

It is not much more than a year since a few members got
together to revitalize the India Club. In this short period
of time the club has attracted several energetic members
and has organized programs and initiated projects which
indeed should guarantee continued vitality. Our long range
plan is in place which includes a scholarship fund, a resource
center, a directory (with a special section of businessmen,
professionals and artists). The underlying theme is to provide
a means whereby several segments of our Indian Community
can join together for a specific project that no one segment
can accomplish on its own.

Upcoming projects of this nature include assembling
a team to visit Senator Boschwitz to hear his views and
to convince him of ours, cooperation with the students to
insure that their university or college careers are successful,
various fund raisers for the scholarship fund that your children
may be able to draw on, and support for other groups in
bringing outstanding or unusual artists to the Twin Cities.
As well, we are planning local artist's evenings to provide
a serious forum to keep their skills at a high level and a
regular newsletter with a composite community calendar.

India Club is a totally nonsectarian group with no regional
or linguistic bias. Membership is open to anyone with an
interest in the Indian subcontinent. In fact we have enrolled
a few Minnesotans who have adopted children from India
as well as others to have a balanced viewpoint. Meetings
are open, and you are welcome. Unless the by-laws require
a specific vote, issues are debated until a consensus is reached,
much in the same way Quakers do. There is a board of direc-
tors of nineteen, but the real advances made by the club
are in committees, such as Long Range, Program, Student
Affairs, By-Laws, Resource Center, Public Relations, and
the Youth Wing. Committees are also formed for specific
projects.

Do you have a project you want to realize? Bring it
over. India Club is the catalyst. Join us. Your membership
and your contribution of ideas are important to the club.
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

INDIA CLUB SPONSORS INDIA DAY

October 2, 1983 was the first full day program of the
India Club, celebrating Gandhi's birthday. The Governor
of Minnesota, the mayors of the Twin Cities, the Hennepin
County Board and the City Council of Minneapolis declared
the day "Gandhi Day".

Over 800 people attended a wide variety of cultural
ar}d culinary delights of India. Dance, music, food, exhibits,
slides, movies and games presented an excellent picture
of t'he rich Indian heritage to attendees at the International
Institute that day, from morning till evening. This has been
decided as an annual event and this year "India Day" will
be on October 6.

CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY SEEKS INFORMATION

Members of the India Club following the lead of other
members of our community have given generously of their
time tp educate prospective and past adoptive parents who
are bringing children from India. Activities have included
panel members, providing lunches, and planning activities.
The latest program of the Children's Home Society is a series
of weekly evening presentations which started on May 8.

If you would like to help please contact the coordinator
— Neena Gada at 636-1075.

RESOURCE CENTER STARTED

To have a central depository of film, slides, printed
matter and artifacts, the India Club has started a Resource
Center gnder the direction of Shushila Shah. It will take
us a while to assemble it, but we are planning to have a
comprehensive collection that you can use for educational
or cultural events at schools, churches, companies, etc.
as well as for personal or club use. If you have some favorite

slides- that we can duplicate for the collecticon, please contact
Shushila at 636-9833,

STUDENT MENTORS WANTED

As new students arrive from India or from countries
where there are large Indian populations, they suffer periods
of homesickness, cultural shock, and reach some of the same
decision points that you have. Conversations with student
advisors have indicated that some sort of a loosely organized
mentorship program to augment the host family program
already in place is desirable. If you are interested in lending
your experience to a student please contact me at 631-3663.
Since financial aid at the University is not always secure
there are students who would be glad to spend a few hours
tutoring juniors. Call me if you need any assistance in con-
tacting them.

INDIA CLUB HOSTS CONSUL GENERAL

After a snowed out start, Mr. R. Verm )

of India in Chicago, and Dr. S.K. Saxena, President oi the
z_" " " - Y - - -

Association of Indians in America (AIA) made a visit to

the Twin Cities to present the services and benefits of their

respective organizations. Mr. Verma was keen that Indians

in the Twin Cities be aware that 1l is there to serve
them and would welcome a call if | e of service. Dr.
Saxena reviewed the considerable political accomplish-

ments of the AIA.

COMMUNITY VISITS, CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATIONS

Over the first few months of the year, several members
of the club and others in the community visited several
members of Congress, and responded with others to pass
on the consensus of the community in opposition to the
Simpson-Mazzoli legislation in Congressional committee
last year. All the politicians contacted gave us a courteous
and attentive reception.

INDO AMERICAN ASSOCIATION AND INDIA CLUB COHOST
INDEPENDENCE DAY PICNIC

With the India Club providing the food and the site,
and the IndoAmerican Association providing the rest, a festive
Independence Day picnic was held at Wirth Park in August.
The event will be repeated this year at Bassett Creek on
August 18, 1984 noon to six.




INDIA CLUB HOSTS WIDE RANGE OF GUESTS

Regular meetings of the India Club have seen a wide
variety of speakers including representatives of the Institute
for Cultural Affairs, Mayor of New Brighton, and Crossroads
(an organization mediating adoption procedures).

MINI-SERIES ON INDIAN CULTURE

For Children's Home Society of Minnesota, Neena Gada
from India Club coordinated a mini-series on five consecutive
Tuesdays beginning May 8th. The people who participated
in offering these special courses are:

Neena Gads, Preeti Mathur,
Mahita Kumar and Chaya .cessesscsscescssesesass Indian Cooking

Drs. Shashi and Kumad Sane seesseseecseese Religions and Festivals
of India

Ella Baldwin, Dr. Gundu R8O esesessscesescccsess Myths, Literature
and Preeti Mathur and Folklore

Preeti Ozza, SILC Children, .ceeseeses Performing Arts, Music,
Shanti Shah, Neena Gada Dance and Theatre

Dr. & Mrs. Dixit, Ram and Neena Gada , ........ Family in India
Medh Dutta and Daven Parenting and Child
Rearing Practices

On June 3rd India Club participated in a picnic arranged
by 'PIC' Parents of Indian children. Arvind Desai and Ashok
Sharma led the contingent.

FESTIVAL OF NATIONS

This year Santi Shah from India Club coordinated the
representation of India at the festival which was in the last
weekend of April. If those who have not attended the festival
look at the items from India, they would realize what @
mammoth affair the festival was because we were only
one among 50-odd nations who participated.

Food Booth: An extremely successful menu of sheek kabob,
rice, pakodas, and mango shakes at the Festival of Nations
kicked off the India Club Scholarship Fund with a substantial
deposit. The cafe also featured the help of almost all parts
of the community to prepare, sell, and serve the food at

e cafe. Two "supersalesmen'", and a good crew made a
putation for fast and courteous service of excellent food
th a sense of humor to reach as far as the St. Paul para-
adics and other Americans who visited the stall. At times
stomers were seven deep at the stall.

hibition Booth: Preeti Mathur coordinated the presentation
d originated this year's theme the "Cuisine of India'. She
sclaimed "Here is our chance to dispel the 'curry myth'
d explain to the visitors that Indian cuisine is as diverse
the country itself." And there were spices, dry food goods,
ains, cooking utensils, serving vessels, vibrant pictures
vegetables and cooked dishes, all arranged to transport
u to another world. It was a feast for the eyes, to look
the raw materials and equipment for feasts. It drew
merous people and was hailed as the most informative
d for its exquisite design.

The Cabaret area entertainment consisted of classical
nces by Aparna Ramaswami, Geeta Seshaiyer, harvest
a1ce by children from SILC and raas by Gujarati Samaj.
ni Ramaswany arranged an adult folk program in the
tertainment area. In the Demonstration Booth, SILC
ldren guided by Anju Relan presented yoga postures;
ena Patel and Lisa Gada thrilled people by their exposition
the art of sari-cladding. Want to participate next year?
sre are plenty of things to do. If nothing captures your
cy, we have the Carom board for you. Sit and play it
| drown in nostalgia, in the games booth.

MEMBERS PITCH IN TO HELP STUDENTS

On a last minute call for help from the students at
University, several members of the club and the commun-
pitched in to provide anand bazaar snacks at a cultural
sentation at the St. Paul Student Center, for the spring
tival.

KUCHIPUDI DANCE DRAMA

On June 12th the troupe from Kuchipudi Art Academy
m Madras performed the dance ballet 'Srinivasa Kalyanam',
‘eral associations joined hands with the leadership, initiative
| verve of Padu Arimilli to organize this program. Many
‘e enthralled. A success it was. Of thirty or so perform-
es in the U.S. the artists themselves rated three cities
the top for planning and organization, stage facilities,
ness of the hall, size, response of audience and participa-
1 by Americans. Twin Cities was there along with Miami
Milwaukee.
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medics and other Americans who visited the stall. At times
customers were seven deep at the stall.

Exhibition Booth: Preeti Mathur coordinated the presentation
and originated this year's theme the "Cuisine of India'. She
proclaimed "Here is our chance to dispel the 'curry myth'
and explain to the visitors that Indian cuisine is as diverse
as ’Fhe country itself." And there were spices, dry food goods,
grains, cooking utensils, serving vessels, vibrant pictures
of vegetables and cooked dishes, all arranged to transport
you to another world. It was a feast for the eyes, to look
at the raw materials and equipment for feasts. It drew
numerous people and was hailed as the most informative
and for its exquisite design.

The Cabaret area entertainment consisted of classical
dances by Aparna Ramaswami, Geeta Seshaiyer, harvest
dange by children from SILC and raas by Gujarati Samaj.
Rani Ramaswany arranged an adult folk program in the
en_tertainment area. In the Demonstration Booth, SILC
children guided by Anju Relan presented yoga postures;
Reena Patel and Lisa Gada thrilled people by their exposition
of the art of sari-cladding. Want to participate next year?
There are plenty of things to do. If nothing captures your
fancy, we have the Carom board for you. Sit and play it
and drown in nostalgia, in the games booth.

MEMBERS PITCH IN TO HELP STUDENTS

On' a l_ast minute call for help from the students at
:the I{nwersat-y, several members of the club and the commun-
Ity pitched in to provide anand bazaar snacks at a cultural

pres_entation at the St. Paul Student Center, for the spring
festival.

KUCHIPUDI DANCE DRAMA

On June 12th the troupe from Kuchipudi Art Academy
from Madras performed the dance ballet 'Srinivasa Kalyanam'.
Several associations joined hands with the leadership, initiative
and verve of Padu Arimilli to organize this program. Many
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ances in the U.S. the artists themselves rated three cities
In the top for planning and organization, stage facilities,
f}lllness of the hall, size, response of audience and participa-
tion by Americans. Twin Cities was there along with Miami
and Milwaukee.




MINNI-INDIA

A revised list of linguistic, cultural and social associations.

BHARATI CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF THE TWIN CITIES
It is in the organizational stage. Initiatives for this venture
are from Prakash Puram 375-0477 and Kris Balasubramaniam
941-3233. The new association, like its predecessor, plans
to cater to the cultural interests of the Tamil speaking South-
Indian Community.

GEETA-ASHRAM The activities of Geeta-Ashram are
directed to the development of a fuller man, closer to God,
devoted to the service of mankind through selfless work,
in accordance with the teachings of 'Bhagwad-Geeta'. Monthly
meetings are scheduled for the first Sunday (11:30 AM) of
each month at the residence of families. These meetings
include Bhajans, Geeta-path, discourse by a speaker followed
by Arti and Prasad, Weekly Sunday meetings (8:30 AM) are
also held which primarily focus on seeking the application
of 'Bhagwad-Geeta' in our day to day living.

Children and youth programs are an important part
of the monthly meetings. The children narrate stories and
Bhajans, and present talks on topics such as religious festivals.
The major project now underway at Geeta-Ashram is the
development of a common facility named INDIA-INSTITUTE,
to be used by all groups for their religious, social, cultural
and spiritual needs. The facility is planned to be constructed
on an eleven acre piece of land in Brooklyn Park. S. R.
Arora 633-0076; Kunal Kamran 645-4827.

GUJARATI SAMAJ A non-profit cultural organization,
Gu;s}r_ati Samaj has a current membership of 116 Gujarati
families. The Samaj's activities include organizing Gujarati
fjrama_s, Garbas, Ras, movies, variety sports and recreation
Including Cricket and of course Navratri and Dewali celebra-
tions. Dhanendra Shah 786-0491; Bharat Kothari 941-9187.

HINDU MANDIR  Hindu Mandir of the HINDU SOCIETY
OF MINNESOTA through the past few years has become
tr_ae center of religious activities in the Twin Cities. Weekly
discussions on the fundamentals of Hinduism in both theoreti-
cal and practical aspects, take place every Sunday from
10 _AM to noon. These discussions are based on key vedic
scriptures such as Geeta, Upanishada, Ramayana, and also

on many aspects of Jainism and Sikhism. This is followed
by Arti, Prasad, and community luncheon.

Almost all types of religious services from Namkaran
to Antyasamskar are available at the Mandir. A small library
of books on Indian culture and philosophy is also maintained.
Indian dance classes are held every Sunday. Bal-Vihar, a
special educational program designed for exposing the children
to Indian heritage and religion is also conducted on Sundays.
The materials are taught primarily through stories, discussions
and audio-visual presentations.

Durga Pooja, Dashehra, Diwali, Holi, Ram Navami,
Mahavir Jayanti, Krishna Janmashtami and Ganesh Chaturti
are celebrated at the Mandir on a regular basis. Guest speak-
ers such as Swami Bhashyananda-Vivekananda Vedanta Society,
Swami Chinmayananda-Hrishikesh, Swami Chinmayananda-
Chinmaya Mission, Sant Kesavdas, Prof. Puri-Nirankari
Mission, Dr. Usharbudha Arya and Dr. Palvia have visited
the Mandir on several occasions. Music concerts of the
Indian Music Society are often held in the mandir. Several
ethnic groups such as the Bengali Samaj, Kannada Koota,
Marathi Mandal, Telugu Association, Bharati Cultural Associa-
tion and Gujarati Samaj celebrate their special events at
the Mandir. In addition, members of the Indian community
use the Mandir facilities for Poojas, birthdays, vedic weddings
etes. With the objective of serving the religious, cultural,
social and human needs of the Indian community the Mandir
has become the focal point where the entire community
could get together. K.S.P. Kumar 488-3736; Durga
Mallampalli 788-5325; Kusum Saxena 426-2031.

INDIA CLUB In 1973 an association was formed to promote
activities of interest to both India-born persons and native
Minnesotans. This association - INDIA CLUB - is a secular
organization and is without any particular provincial orienta-
tion. It has as its purpose the general advancement of the
Indian community and the preservation of its national and
cultural values.

In pursuit of those goals, the club has participated in
programs of The Festival of Nations as well as providing
support for the Children's Home Society. Members have
met with Minnesota Representatives Vento, Frenzel and
Sabo to discuss pending immigration bills. Work is underway
to develop a Directory of Indians in Minnesota to aid pro-
fessional contacts throughout the community. The club
has alsc worked in cooperation with the International Institute
of Minnesote, U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service,




the Indian Embassy and the Office of Foreign Students'
Advisors of the University of Minnesota.

In its short history, the club has demonstrated its poten-
tial to serve as a forum presenting the many aspects of
Indian culture to other international communities and Minneso-
tans.

Looking to the future, the India Club has established
several important priorities and projects. Realizing the
importance of education, the club has turned its attention
to the specific needs of Indian students. About 40 students
per year arrive in the Twin Cities in pursuit of higher educa-
tion. To assist them, a scholarship fund is being promoted.
Funding will come through membership dues, participation
in the Festival of Nations and other fund raising events
such as the State Fair. The needs of these students, however,
are not solely financial. Many can benefit from the counseling
of community members who have themselves survived the
academic experience and are thus well suited to offer useful
advice.

Considerable attention is also being given to the estab-
lishment of a Media and Resource Center. With an India-born
population of almost 4,000, the Twin Cities abounds with
professional and technical people as well as artists and
scholars. From their ranks can be drawn persons to work

through the Resource Center in presenting Indian life and
culture to local schools, clubs and other organizations.

The goal, therefore, of the India Club is nothing less
than the gathering together of the entire Indian community.
It provides a means for sharing talents and expertise to
the benefit of individual members and the community at
large.

It can succeed in that ambition only to the extent that
participation of all potential members is secured. Those
interested in advancing the Indian community are thus urged
to join in the India Club's work. Membership fees are modest.
The potential returns are limitless. F.F. Zdenek 631-3663;
Neena Gada 636-1075.

INDIAN MUSIC SOCIETY OF MINNESOTA

Indian Music Society of Minnesota is a registered non-profit
crganization supported by members interested in fostering
and promoting classical music and dance of India in the
Twin Cities region. Founded in 1980, the Society received
a grant from the Metropolitan Arts Council in the 1981/82
seasons. Since then membership contribution and concert
receipts have been the sole source of financial support. Eight
to ten concerts are arranged every year.

[] GRATIS

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY STUDENT

L] $10.00

FAMILY

[ $5.00
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PLEASE RETURN TO. THE INDIA CLUB, 1694 COMO AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55108




Membership contributions are the most important
resource for the continued success of the Music Society.
These dues allow the Society to make commitments to artists
well in advance of the concert date and arrange for them
to perform in the Twin Cities area as part of their North
American tour. Annual memberships are $40 for a family
and $25 for an individual. Members receive mailings on
all upcoming events and receive a discount for admission
to the concerts. While funding is important, the Society
offers an opportunity for additional support - volunteerism.
Member volunteers who help in ticket selling, publicity,
mailings, staging, ushering etc., are the life blood of the
organization and its activities. Ramakrishnan 631-8622;
Raja Seshadri 379-1653; Dinnag Mehta 439-5700.

INDO-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION A student organization
at the University of Minnesota, Indo-American Association
is one of the many nationality clubs under Minnesota Inter-
national Student Association. Its activities are primarily
for fostering cultural exchange. The association has actively
taken part in programs arranged by the Minnesota Inter-
national Center such as the Spring Festival, and has had
the privilege of co-sponsoring several concerts with the
Indian Music Society. Commendable indeed are the associa-
tion's efforts in welcoming the new students, providing
temporary accomodation and assisting them to settle down
in the new environment. The main celebrations organized
by the association are the Indian Independence Day and
Dewali. Hindi movies are screened regularly with the hope
of providing an occasion for interaction between the Indian

community and the students. Arup 376-3911; Santanu Kar
331-8334.

KANNADA KOOTA Kannada Koota is an informal associa-
tion of people from Karnataka. The Koota welcomes all
who would like to participate in its activities which include
the celebration of festivals like Sankranti, Ugadi, Ganesh
Chaturti and Depawali. These festivals include Pooja, a
short entertainment program and dinner. Kannada and other
South Indian movies are occasionally screened. Ullas Kamath
488-3097; Rajkant 784-5996.

MINNESOTA CONSORTIUM FOR SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES
Fos;ers inter-institutional cooperation in scholarly and cultural
activities bearing on South Asia (the Indian subcontinent
apd adjacent areas). The institutional members of the consor-
tium are the Department of South Asian Studies, U of M
(which now has merged with the faculty of Near and Middle




Eastern Studies), Carleton College,
and the College of Liberal Arts, U of M.
tion and research on South Asia.

Hamline University
It promotes educa-
The consortium

Invites

on a regular basis renowned scholars and speakers for lectures
Month_ly meetings of the members are organized to s
fmd dlS.CLlSS their work and research. A quarterly newsle

iIs published which also lists forthcoming events of interest.
The ‘membership is open to anyone interested in South Asia:
Studies. John Zylla 379-8515; Sharon Kemp 644-8593.

NA‘I_‘Y‘AKALA A new organization devoted to the dar
traditions o_}‘_' South Asia and related cultures has rec
been organized. NATYAKALA, the Minnesota Societv fo
South Asian Dance, has two main purposes: 1) to cpm
and promote presentations of such dances in a wide kv&:“;?:‘-'-ﬂ'-
of contexts, both educational I
use t,h(-zse events as a tool to develop appreciation and aware-
ness of the many South Asian cultural traditions in g mv'ﬁ.‘f-
disciplinary way. B
'1'Fne CL_srren‘: project of NATYAKALA is g two-week
resiaency Dy Bharata Natyam dancer Alarmel ]
_Com;}an},s in late September. See the announcement elsewhere
In this newsletter. Natyakala was one among several asso-f'“?;‘-:
tlons_ which co-sponsored the June 12 ’performfrnce of
Kuchipudi dance. In the future, Natyakala hopes to _iae .
r‘i\mr‘e active, especially in the area of educational outr
IIJ you would like to become involved in the activit
NATYAKALA, please call George Kliger (373-5225
333-0746 eves) or Alan Kagan (373-9777 days. 788-3427
eves). If you would simply like to be on the"rﬁailing list,

)

call Ella Baldwin (373-3112 days, 927-5365 eves).

SILC SCHOOL OF INDIA FOR LANGUAGE AND
CULTURE is a non-profit organization teaching Indian
IangL_lages, history, music and dance. The objective is to
provide the children a place where they can learn about
their rich heritage. Classes are on Sundays from 10 AM
to 1 PM at the Commonwealth Community Center on the
St. Paul Campus of U of M. There are excellent volunteers
to teach Gujarati, Hindi, Bengali, Marathi and Kannada.

and entertaining and 2) to

Valli and .,
'

Plans to expand the activity to other languages are under
consideration. Music and dance are taught by Ramki and
Rani Ramaswamy respectively. The children from SIL.C
have participated in such cultural functions as Festival of
Nations and Indo-American Association Dewali celebration.
For a small tax-deductible membership fee, members can
send their children for a whole year to SILC and participate
in its activities. Anoop Mathur 483-0793; Neena Gada
636-1075.

SOUTH ASIA FOLK PERFORMERS The  association
founded by Prof. Ramdayal Munda is active in propagating
and teaching folk dance and music especially of the Munda,
Nagpuri and Santal tribes of Northeastern India. With a
troupe of about twenty-five the group has had several
performances in and out of the state. Chandrika Seshadri
379-1653.

TWIN CITIES TELUGU ASSOCIATION

is a member of Telugu Association of North America.
Activities are being planned with the objective to preserve
and perpetuate the heritage of the people of Telugu origin,
to promote literary, cultural, educational, social and
community affairs of the Telugu speaking people, and to
support humanitarian causes. Padmanabhan A. Arimilli
770-1597.

OTHER GROUPS People from West Bengal although
do not have an official association, are active and in informal
gatherings celebrate Saraswati Pooja, Durga Pooja and the
Bengali New Year. Friends from Bangladesh also take part
in these functions. Aparna Ganguli 636-8006.

The Malayalam speaking community organizes two
main functions: Onam and Christmas. Krishman 786-0366;
Joseph Thomas 780-5984.

The community of Marathi speaking people which
comprises about fifty families is active in informal meetings.
The Ganesh Chaturti and Dewali are celebrated with a variety
entertainment program. Rujita Pathre 483-9848; Shaila
Shirole 537-4794.




BHARATA NATYAM CALENDER 1984

The renowned Bharata natyam dancer Alarmel Valli with = -
her ensemble of musicians, who mesmerized everyone last T erp Sy y 1
year will be back in Minnesota. This time for a period of JI-VI« f\[ (1 bLI ()( l N( )\

residency from  September 17-30, for  concerts, » e
lecture-demonstrations and classes. The project is 20
co-sponsored by Natyakala, University of Minnesota,

Minnesota Humanities Commission and with assistance from
other community organizations.

A detailed schedule for her residency is given below. For ¥ 15 2 \-:1\1_.\\-,\_7
information on class enrollment, tuition and location call - DASAMI
Ella Baldwin 373-3112(0), 927-7546(H). Enrollment is limited PAURNIMA |JANMASHT- | GANESH
and in order to reserve a place call in advance and mail to AMT CHATURTT | oo 0 20
Ella Baldwin (3518 St. Paul Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55416) 3
a deposit check of $10 made out to 'Natyakala'. The fee ()

is $105 for advanced Bharata Natyam course and $70 for INDIA
the others. 2

CLASSES at St. Paul Student Center, U of M e 11
Sept. 18, 20, 22, 24, 25, 27, 29 evenings MUSTIC

NAVARATRI

NAVARATRI

DIWALTC)™Y
27

PRAVEEN MANDOLIN

SOCIETY SULTANA SRINIVAS
€A

: DT é}-mr ¢
Introductory class in Bharata Natyam 6:00-9:00 p.m. P lt‘}

Advanced class in Bharata Natyam - Valli 6:00-9:00 p.m.

KHAN

#INDO-
Class in voice-P. Ramamoorthy I. 4:00-5:30 AMERTCAN L0

3 classes I : ASSOC. DENCE DAY

1 : 18

Class in flute-T. Sankaran I "
KANNADA 1 tl‘

2 classes II
KOOTA GANESH DIWALL
Class in Drum(Mridangam)-P. Srinivasam I 6: : CHARURLS
2 classes I

DANCE CONCERTS 17-30
Sunday Sept 23, St. Paul Student Center Aud. . DANCER
Sunday Sept. 30, Scott Hall Auditorium, U of M : s
LECTURE DEMONSTRATIONS RESIDENCY | PR AR
Sept 17, Minn. Ins. of Arts Auditorium . #A11 programs of Hindu Mandir fall on Sundays; the

Valli on dance rest are all on Saturdays
Sept. 19, Scott Hall, on Music

Sept. 21, Hennepin Center for the Arts, on Dance

R g e HANDEL MANUEL

Lecture by Michael Rabe

> ; i¢e reanist
Sept. 26, Coffman Memorial Union Theatre from India World famous piano, organis

¢ 1duntor, visits Twin
U of M, on Music 7:00 p.m. ?’.‘Tjiéiign_% ,t,_,l s
CHOREOGRAPHY WORKSHOP BY VALLI Sunday JULY 29, 4:00 P,M. TICKETS S$_?I g
Sept 21, Hennepin Center for the Arts 10:00-12:00 a.m. | MACALESTER COLLEGE INFO., CALL JOE ROCHE
Sept 28, Hennepin Center for the Arts 10:00-12:00 a.m. 375-0078 or INDIA CLUB




TIME Mugnzine (Mar. 26, mq
TIIIWOII COOKING for good iuhht

Make it a special event this weekend or next at
the Caravan Serall Fabulous foods, desserls

and beverages from the I-lrndayanm—

 Vegetarian & non-vegetariantoods  ‘Lunch and Dinner

R Y C3ll for Reservations™y

$7.95.$9.98 Q-Bnlnl host,
({sempilete dinnersl)

690-1935 457- 8476 Abdul Kayoum .8
-FREE Parking

AT AVAN

VAL

2046 Pinehurst (at Clevelond)
Highlond Village, $f. Paul







Please indicate your interest in volunteering

VOLUNTEER
Yes No

1. Festival of Nations

2. Community Services
Volunteer Work in the
Community)

3. Festival of India

4. Youth Activities

INDIA CLU 5. Host Family Program For

Students from India

* Promotes a variety of activities open to anyone
with an interest in India.
6. Newsletter

Works for the general advancement of the Indian
community, preservation of national and cultural
values and to facilitate interaction among the In- 7. Speakers Bureau
dian community and with the population at large.

8. Committee Work

Contacts government (both US and Indian) and
community leaders to make the needs and con-
cerns of the Indian community known.

Participates in Festival of Nations (Spring).

Organizes Festival of India (Fall)
(Attracts about 4,000 attendees)

Promotes cultural events of Indian interest.
Sponsors Youth Festival (Winter).

Provides speakers to present Indian life and
culture to school students and general public.

Co-ordiantes voluntary activities to serve the com-
munity we live in.

Assists local adoption services by providing infor-
mation for adoptive parents of Indian children.

Runs a host family program to help new students
from India in adjusting to life in Minnesota.

Publishes a news letter.




;\m )

INDIA CLUB

¢ Promotes a variety of activities open to anyone
with an interest in India.

» Works for the general advancement of the Indian
community, preservation of national and cultural
values and to facilitate interaction among the In-
dian community and with the population at large.

» Contacts government (both US and Indian) and
community leaders to make the needs and con-
cerns of the Indian community known.

¢ Participates in Festival of Nations (Spring).

¢ Organizes Festival of India (Fall)
(Attracts about 4,000 attendees)

* Promotes cultural events of Indian interest.
» Sponsors Youth Festival (Winter).

® Provides speakers to present Indian life and
culture to school students and general public.

¢ Co-ordiantes voluntary activities to serve the com-
munity we live in.

* Assists local adoption services by providing infor-
mation for adoptive parents of Indian children.

¢ Runs a host family program to help new students
from India in adjusting to life in Minnesota.

* Publishes a news letter.

YOUR INVESTMENT IN INDIA CLUB MEANS:

Opportunity to meet and develop positive relationships
with people of widely varied backgrounds who share
your interest in India.

Receive newsletters and special mailings covering ac-
tivities and announcments of interest to members.

Discounted admissions at some India Club sponsored
events.

Access to a directory of area clubs and organizations,
local businesses and professionals.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP

Preference in booth space at India Club events.

Inclusion in the directory of business and professional
members.

Opportunity to advertise your product or business via the
most comprehensive India-interest mailing list in
Minnesota.
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BUSINESS [] $25.00

FAMILY [ ] $10.00

LIFE MEMBERSHIP [] $100.00

STUDENT ] $500

SPOUSE

ADDRESS

CHILDREN (year of birth)

PROFESSION/BUSINESS

Please fill out the reverse side.

PLEASE RETURN TO: THE INDIA CLUB, 1694 COMO AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55108




Please indicate your interest in volunteering

Yes

VOLUNTEER

No

1. Festival of Nations

2. Community Services
Volunteer Work in the
Community)

£S5 VIOSINNIW "NYd 1S

3. Festival of India

4. Youth Activities

5. Host Family Program For
Students from India

6. Newsletter

7. Speakers Bureau

8. Committee Work
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Treasurer R.Shah

Editor B.A.Shenoi

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MINNESOTA
1694 Como Avenue

ST.PAUL,MN. 55108

612-647-0181

President’s message

As we are midway through our third year
of revitalization,perhaps it is timely to
describe what the INDIA CLUB is and more
importantly what it is not.

There are several fine religious,cultural
and linguistic organizations that can meet
your internal needs for a tie to the
motherland-a little piece of the 0ld
Country-as my immigrant grandparents would
have put it. We are not such an
organization.

The main thrust of the India Club is
external in nature =s0 that we can be
involved in the mainstream. All the better
to introduce ourselves to America and
Americans to India. We have only two
regular functions during the year. Both the

Featival of Nations,and India Day are
intended to present a small slice of our
culture to our countrymen of different
national origins.

We are in the process of adding more such
activities, for example building up a
resource center for teaching
aids,participation in other community
events such as Aguatennial, and a
continuing interest in cooperating with the
civic mainstream of Minnesota.

Scholarship,in the bilateral sense,is a
cornerstone of our charter.The club hopes
to be able to help bright students without
minimum means obtain a fitting education,
whether it be the American wishing to study
in India or whether it is one of our own
progeny in the years to come when our
socioeconomic profile more nearly
approximates that of the community in
general.




Let’s look at what we are not.The Indian
Music Society and Natyakala can produce and
stage music and dance in superlative
fashion. While we can act as a forum for
several groups to undertake a performance
of enormous scale, we are not a producer of
cultural events.

We are not a religious organization.
Again, there are several that do an
outstanding job. Nor are we a school. SILC
and other avenues of instruction in the
language and arts of India are available to
you.

Ia it important to have that interface to
the community of the United States? Ask a
Jew that survived the Holocaust. Ask an
Indian whose family had resided in Africa
for generations. You will get from your own
self the answer to the above question.

Is it important toc be in the mainstream?
Ask your children,if they are in their
early teens or are older,what their
nationality is.

Won’t you join us? We can offer you an
avenue to expand your horizons and some
hard work with an outstanding cross section
of colleagues.

Yours,

Zeke Zdenek,President

EDITOR’s COLUMN

In the above column,Zeke Zdenek has
given a brief description of what INDIA
CLUB is and what it is not. To elaborate on
the purpose of the India Club, an essential
part of the Long Range Goals and Planning
Committee’s report that was approved by the

Board of Directors last year is given
below:

I would like you to read this report and
if vou have any comments on these qoals or
the way the Club has operated,let us hear
from you- I would even consider publication
of the comments in the Newsletter. If you
approve them,please show your approval by
becoming an active member of the Club. Dues
are £ 10.00 per family and & 5.00 for
individuals. A Membership Application/
Directory Information Form is attached
herein. We need your active voluntary
participation and also your membership dues
for carrying out these goals of the Club;

1. STUDENT AID PROGRAM

Financial Aid: Direct loans or co-
signature for lcans from commercial
and/or charitable organizations.

Student Hoast and Exchange Program:
Host for students from India;
Exchange of students between
families in India and Minnesota.

2. NETWORK OF INTERACTION & INTERFACE

Develop a data base of all members-
name,addresse,phone number,name and
age of children. Publish a
Telephone Directory. Mailing List
for the Newsletter.

Develop adata base of professional
expertise: name,address,business
phone,professional expertise,
availability and interest =
provide voluntary and pai
services.Publish a Professional
Directory-Who’s Who among Indians
in Minnesota- to promote
interaction.

e}
d

Develop interface between the whole
Indian community and the rest of
the society,through the Inatitute -
as the official representative

organization of all Indians.
Establish liasion with other ethnic
groups on issues of common interest




2.4 Develop and maintain closer inter-
action with Asian Indian community
organizations in other parts of US

3. COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

3.1 Community Resource Center.Media
Resources and museum, library.

Co-operation and co-sponsorship of
cultural and social activities with
other organizations

FESTIVAL OF HATIONS

This year,the Festival of Nations will
be held on May 3-5,1985 at +the St.Paul
Civic Center and INDIA CLUB will
pParticipate in several activities during
these three days along with more than 100
other ethnic organizations that represent
countries from all over the world. This
Festival has become well-known in all parts
of USA and draws a large number of tourists
and visitors who wish to attend this unique
event for celebration of the ethnic

heritage of people who have immigrated and
settled in this land.

The India Club will run a food booth
featuring chicken curry,pilaf rice, naan,
pakodas and mango milk shake.
year,Stefan Peterson is the general
for this operation and he would
appreciate if members of the Indian
community would volunteer to help in the
preparation and selling the food on 4-6
hour shifts. Please call him on 894-1273,

This
manager
certainly

Neena Gada (636-1075) ,Preethi Mathur (483-
0793)Shanti Shah (8%94-1273) and Ranjan
Patel (770-3155) will be working long hours
in the next two weeks on such other
arrangements as the art exhibits,rangoli
demonstration,sari draping fashion
show,dance by SILC students as well as
clasasical dances by students of Ranee
Ramaswamy. All members of the community are
reguested to buy the tickets in asdvance
from any of the above persons or the
Directors of the Board only-as sale of
tickets by the Club generates a small
amount of revenue for the Club. Names and
phone numbers of Directors are given
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

FESTIVAL OF INDIA

———

When the late Prime Minister of
India,Indira Gandhi visited USA in 1982, the
governments of thé two countries agrged ;o
éesignate an 18-month period beg;nn%ng in
mid-1985 as the Festival of India in the
United States. All activities to be held in
this country are being coordinated by the
Indo-US Subcommission on Education and
Culture-American Secretariat,280,Madison
Ave.,Room 1202,NEW YORK,NY 10016

To give you some idea about these
activities let me quote from the April ¢9$5
issue of the National Geographic

will open an
of India:3000

of India in the

the largest program
IDE festival




The festival will also bring to this

The 1India Club and the Indian Music
Society of Minnesota have been working
together to collect as much information as
possible about the details of these
activities in order to arrange some of them
in the Twin Cities. Though our plans are
8till sketchy, we have been able to reserve
the Landmark Center,St.Paul on September
8,1985 for organizing some program of a
concert,exhibit and food.The India Club is
also planning to celebrate the annual India
Day during the same weekend. Please make a
note of these dates in Your calendar.If
members of the community come to know of
activity being organized by government
civic agencies and pPublic institutions in
this area or have any useful information to
bass along,please call Raja Seshadri(379-
1653) or 2Zeke(631-3663) so that all
activities of +the Festival of
well coordinated and well

orx

India are
oragsnized.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rakesh Agarwal 631-2334
Ella Baldwin 927-7546 (Secretary)
Vijay Balakrishnan 644-83940
Harshad Bhatt 425-8814
S.K.Dash 888-9644
Balu K.Iyer 941-3233
R.Kannankutty 631-8619
Pranab Lahiri 432-8829
Rama Pandey 780=1305
Stefan Peterson 894-1273
Carla Prakash 452-86238 (Secretary)

K.Ramakrishnan 379-1653

Sanjay Sayal 788-3550

Kusum Saxena 426-2031

Ramanik Shah 636-9833

Arun Shirole S537-4794

Bash Singh 483-6383

Zeke Zdenek 631-3663 (President)
Rajiv Lal 343-0218

B.A.Shenoi 645-7386

Paddu Arimilli 770-1597 (V.President)
Anocop Mathur 483-0793

MEETINGS OF INDIA CLUB

The India Club meets third Wednesday of
each month at the International
Institute, 1694 Como Ave,St.Paul (opposite
State Fair Ground gates) at 7.30 P.M. e.g
April 17,May 15 and June 18,85 are the
dates for the next three meetinga. The
schedule for the summer months of July and
August are a bit flexible but from
September we will go back to the third
Wednesdays.

You are welcome to attend all the
meetings and get involved in the Club
activities. Become a member and jJoin hands
with other members in revitalizing the
India Club. Its future and your interests
are tied together.

Wanted
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NEWS ITEMS
AN EXHIBITION CRICKET MATCH on JULY 4,85 will

be held in the Twin Cities between a contingent
of past and present Test cricketeers led by Sunil
Gavaskar against Minnesota Cricket Association XI,.
The Indian Team will include S.Gavaskar,R.Binny,
A.Gaekwad,M.Azahruddin,Bharat Reddy,Jaisimha and
a few more, For details, contact Pranab Lahiri
(432-8829) ,Kalyan Mustaphi(537-8291),Santanu Kar
(331-8334) and Charles Dutchin(789-4042) a few
days before the match.

“MANIFESTATIONS OF SHIVA”-A film photographed

primarily in Southern India,which 'subtly reveals
the ancient Indian view of the nature of reality'
will be shown at the Orpheum Theater,St.Paul on
April 28 at 4.00 PM only and at the Bell Museum
Auditorium,Minneapolis campus on April 29 at 7.00 1
PM only. For information,call 373-5397. ~

-

Bengali Community has announced the following
events for 85:

Spring Festival May ll,contact Niteen Bhatta-
charya 420-3138

Annual Picnic Aug.3, contact Rita Mustaphi,
537-8291

Durga Puja Oct.l8,contact Pranab Lahiri 432-8829
Bijoya Festival Nov,9,contact Ila Nath 546-8968

We would like to publish an updated information
on the religious,cultural and social associations
serving the community-as published in the July 8u4
issue of the Newsletter. Officers of these
associations are requested to send such informa-
tion to the India Club,Newsletter Editor,Inter-
national Institute,l1694,Como Ave. St.Paul,55108

GE/UNIVERSITY STUDENT [ GRATIS

COLLE

[J $10.00

FAMILY

[] s5.00

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/DIRECTORY INFORMATION

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

SPOUSE

NAME

PHONE

ADDRESS

ZIP

STATE

CITY

CHILDREN (AGES)

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS/TRAINING

AREA(S) OF INTEREST FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

PLEASE RETURN TO: THE INDIA CLUB, 1694 COMO AVENUE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55108




THE INDIA CLUB

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MINNESQKR
1694 Como Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108
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FIRST CLASS

Fiama Narayan
1817 8. 2nd. Ave., Apt. 306
Minneapolis MN  S55403
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India Associaton of Minnesota
August 17, 1997

Calcutta Procession, 1930 Usman Hamid Quetawala, Karachi, 1931
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Freedom 50 Souvenir

India Association of Minnesota

“Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the tume comes when we shall redeem our pledge,
not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world ~(.rrpf
India will aswake to life and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but mrrh,r in history, when we step out fmm

the old to the new, when an age ends, and uwhen the soul of a nation, long suppressed finds utterance, It is mrmq
that at this solemn moment we take the pledge of dedication to the service of India and her people and to the still
larger cause of humanity.”

Jawaharlal Nehru at the Constituent Assembly, New Delhi, India.
\ugust 14, 1947

Celebration of the S0th Anniversary of

India’s Independence
\ugust 15, 1997

\t

Park Center High School
7300 Brooklyn Boulevard
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota
August 17, 1997
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July 22, 1997
NARESH CHANDRA

MESSAGE

"Bliss was it that dawn to be alive,
And to be young was perfect heaven.”

These words penned by a great English poet accurately describe the feclings
of all of us who were young 50 years ago when our leaders kept their "tryst with
destiny”. Today, the majority of India’s people have been born after that day in
independent India. For them, as well as for those of us who were alive at the dawn
of 15th of August 1947, there is much to celebrate. From a backward, largely
uneducated, indigent and exploited people we have emerged as a free and strong
democracy with one of the world’s largest resources in technical manpower, an
industrial infrastructure and agricultural production base adequate for our basic
needs. We can all look forward to an even brighter future in the comity of nations.

While we have much reason for celebration, this is also the time for
introspection and thanks-giving. All of us are aware of the great sacrifices that our
freedom fighters willingly made in the national cause. To honour their memory, we
have to constantly reflect on our own duty to the nation and the many tasks which
still remain to be accomplished. In this great mission of realizing the full potential
of the people of India, the contribution made by the people of Indian origin all over

the world has Deon significant, Thiy partnerchip across the globe which hae become

more effective in recent years will be w major factor in enabling India to occupy its
rightful place in the family of nations. In this endeavour, people of Indian origin
settled in this great country have = special role to play. Let all of us work together
to enrich our world with the ancient treasures of India which we have always so
gladly shared, and the modern advance of civilization so richly reflected in the US.

My greetings to all Indiun Americans for 4 joyous celebration of 50 years of

India’s freedom.

(Naresh Chandra)
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Current Map of India
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The India Association of Minnesota

Our Mission And Purpose

indian Women's group wh as the

ISsuas '.s:.lﬂ-; Asian-Indian women oSt recently,

in axistence 10 wre an iwo vears The
; members in need of help. The India Association

' 1-1“”"_!"1.] our coms unity y activities

r the Asian Pacific Leadership Award

L 3 2 Y 5 Ta1:aT
the community

s undertaken charitable projects, such as the collection and transmission of funds to the

Indian state of Maharashtra for relief work following a devastating earthquake there in 1993, The Association

1S also been a vehicle for a range of id raising efforts to help community members in emeargency situations

The Association reqularly collects and distributes canned food items to local food shelves. Volunteer services

i
at the Harves! Food Bank and Soup Kitchen are some of our regular community outreach activities. Members

nave gone 1o nursi

r citizen homes to provide music and dance performances o residents there,
and serve as i ado i the Indian community to the population at large

show and video fiim show, and to provide volunteers (o

o India. This is an on-going activity of the Association's sub

Ultimately, then, the I

on seeks 1o build solidanty and a sense ol purpose among the Indian

ymmunity here in the metr

litan area and to represent the Indian community to the population at large
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Annual Picnic:
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Message from the President

Early this year the India Association began planning to celebrate the 50"
annivaersary of India’s independence. An ad hoc commitlee was astablished 1o plan
the evenls celebraling this histonc occasion A group of us undertook the
responsibility of locating a venue where we would hold the celebrations; another
group coordinated the cultural program and made arrangements for the dinner
others worked on the publicity and invitations. Finally, a small group collaborated

India Association | ['© brng you this publication

of Minnesota The idea for this publication arose from several individuals - the motivation was 10
provide whal we hope will tum out 10 be an educalional ool for the younger

President generation of Minnesotans of Asian Indian origin. The publication afforded us the
Sarat K. Mohapatra opportunity 10 look back in history 1o examine how we reached the moment of

Vice President independence and aiso the opportunity 1o examine how far we have come since

Franklin Gummadi independence. 1o thal end, we provide a history lesson on India's colonial past

Secrelary and supplement thal wvith a ook al whal has occurred In India In the years since

v '\.1...5[-,. id 'f'f';"["!‘l".'il"h- € was won

I'reasurer

Ravi Arudi We decided to include saveral kinds of articles for this publication: a capsule
recount of the major events in Indian history from the earliest days of the British
presance in India 1o the birth of an independant nation, a countdown of the major
avenlts leading to the moment of indepengence; a collection of 3{-1‘&_11“'“-, by the
greal leaders of a new, young nation. We also, perhaps due 1o nostaigia, decided
10 ask the "seniors” among our population 1o recollect what thay had experienced
and undergone dunng those tumultuous days ol Indian independence. But this
publication goes bayond being a history lesson. We also fulfill our public service
commitment 1o the Asian Indian population in Minnesola. We provide some
factual, statistical data on the Asian Indian population in the United States and in
Minnesola over the decade 1980-90

Board of Directors
Ashish Bhargava
Kapila Bobra
Bhupat Desal
Mukul Ganguli

Kaksha Cates
Shashi ( wpla
Nascem Kassim
Anand Mathue
Prema Mysos
Nikhil Sarpotdar Tha

days both preceding and following independence were marked by large
Manoj Shah

movemenlts of paople In the sub-continent: the Hindu population of East Bengal
Prabha Sharma and West Punjab sought 1o move to territories and areas thal would be the new
Neenja Sood India; and the Muslim population of West Bengal and East Punjab sought 1o
ra Subrahmanian migrate to what would be the new nation of Pakistan. Sadly, there was also a great
Vasant Sukhatme deal of violence during those days. TThis is therefore also an occasion 1o remember
Crovind Vatassery respectfully those who gave their lives to achieve the land they wanted
Dev Wohra
This publication substitutes for the Fall issue of the Association's Newsletter. We
invité you 10 read the articles contained in this brochure and share it with your

ouvenir Committes family members and friends. We hope that you will treasure and save this volume

Fditor I'his souvenir issue was made possible by the lireless and dedicated efforts of the
Vasant Sukhatme Souvenir Committee. Without the help and timely contribution of the authors, it
Coordinator won't have been possible 1o add the personal reflections on Freedom and the
Franklin Gummadi special touch to the Asian Indlan community in Minnesota. Special thanks to Tina
Fditorial Board and Leena Mohapatra who typed many of the speeches and articles from the
Ashish Bhargava manuscrpt, to Priya Franklin who obtained financial support from General Mills for
Sarat K. Mohapatra the publication of the Souvenir and to Dr. Alekha Dash of Creighton University,
Govind Vatassery Nebraska, who helped in the final ;m‘hhn..‘dhun of the Souvenir volume
g0 i o do e

: !
Sarat K. Mohapatra
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Messages of Greetings
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Wnited States Senate
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WA A
L

A\ LETTER OF GREETING TO THE ASIAN INDIAN COMMUNITY IN MINNESOTA

| am honored to have

» contributions that

community, whose charitable

ontributions have made Minnesota a better place to live. The Asian Indian

is extraordinanly diverse, yet it has always united and mobihized to help those in
whether earthquake victims in Maharashtra, or the hungry and infirm in our own state

wve 1n the US Senate, | would be remiss in notl commending yvour active

olitical sphere for both the Republican and Democratic parties

we should j10in together and give thanks for

rity of India and the Indian people. India is a friend to the

in a region where respect for democracy, freedom, and hiberty is rare. India 1s

- 4

Aaler peace Ii:r.‘:i_;'h dialogue and greater prospernty through economic

Owr shared values will ensure that the United States and India will be even

future then thev are today. for the passage of time can only reinforce our bonds

I ;"\i wrams
United States Senator







CITY OF SAINT PAUI

ou to thus celebration of

ssociation ol

celebrate your accomplishments and
» look forward, | join with you today in celebrating
jave come before an

1id who have made India

, congratulations

ntinued commitment to freedom and
iroughout the world

| 1
. 1 i1 | '
and thank vou for vour co

democracy here in Minnesota and tl

Sincerely,

\1.'.\1'!
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British Rule

1600
1608
1639

1 !9(‘18

yment of Bengal 5 was a system of land taxation that Lord Cornwallis

{ Bengal to collect a land tax from the zamindars (the landlords)

f West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, parts of

1818 sonclusi i the wars between the Bntish and the Maratha Peshwas, The Maratha kingdom
; annexed by the British and established as the Bombay Province

1820 'he Raiyvatwan Settlement between Thomas Munro, the Governor of Madras Province, and

the raiyats (farmers) for the collection of the land tax
1843 British annexation of the province of Sindt
1849 Britis! inexation of the Punjatl
1853

1853 The British buil @ hirst raliway line, from “\'31'['.1'_\ to Thana. The Governor General of India at
that ime was Lord Dalhousie, who also established the Indian postal and telegraph service

1857 The “Sepoy Mutiny” or the First War of Independence: The first organized revolt against British
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rek (3 1,

w}aursna @ Ham Laxn

for the nrst time dfora separate slate for

asses the "Quit India” resolution, calling for widespread acts of non

violent nor operation with British authorities and demanding that the British leave India

End of the Second World War. The Winston Churchill government, which had ruled Britain

during the War, was defeated in elections; a Labor Party government under Clement Atlee

assumed power in Britain. Atlee pledged quick independence for India

Mountbatten i inted Governor General with orders o work out the transter of poOwer {0
incia

Independence for India (August 15) and Pakistan (August 14),
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Countdown to Freedom

Major events in the weeks preceding Independence (July - August 1947)

1A 64
ages

wWer wias

] 10 the

such as

3 was the

July 8
July 9

July 14

July 17 ' Ramaswami Alver, Diwan

bt ..‘_,_u,\'. oS j'\_‘. ;""-'. 15

agence

July 18 nal version ndian Indeper n 3ill in the British Parliament receives the assent of

July 20 F wdum in the Northwest Frontie OVING dacide on whether to join Pakistan «
n favor of Pakistan

July 22 special military command is set up to safeguard peace in Punjab
July 25 Mountbatten meets with the Prninces 1o discuss indepandence
y I

f\uqust H The boundary between Pakistan and India is unveiled by the Radclifte Commission and

August 8 The Nizam of Hyderabad offers 1o ne ate a treaty with the Dominion of India
9

Au(lusl 1 Jinnah is elected President of the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan

A\l
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August 13

August 14

Midnight
of August
14-15

August 15
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Punjab on the Eve of Independence

"'u-i‘."‘..’ ral o

vernment's

4N

rd Hastings Ism
n of the nat
' S task was 10

l“'. ! T ‘[h"_'”.

cucta
13

ere released. Sikhs 1000 | NOIMe pr

i wWin

Nt 1@ Muslims retaliated

Al this time the

ire state ol

Qovermment

givision ot
craft 1o encyclopedias. Al

ds seeking sanctuary swelled
ons they could, these refugees
of 55,000 Indian Army
\Gary areas to assist Indian and Pakistani civil forces in controlling the

gown entirely and the Boundary Force, too small for the task. was

847 in New Delhi, to a 21-gun salute and the raising of the new national flag,

the reigns of Government of India from Lord Mountbatten. The city bulging

i almost 100,000 refugees, felt a moment of jubilation over freedom from the British
iness was fleeting and illusory. The victims of partition continued to pour into the

jured and dead, and orphaned children and widows along with tales of unimaginable
long journey to safety. The city burst into flames of retaliatory hatred and ten days

when Mahatma Gandhi the peacemaker arrived from Calcutta and a military

ewhere, atrocity reigned. In Lahore, West Pakistan., Muslims were burning Hindus and Sikhs alive wherever

ey could catch them. In Amnitsar, Hindus and Sikhs continued their rampage of Muslim neighborhoods. At the

a train chugged in with carloads of wounded Hindus and Sikhs from Lahore - hundreds

es, their blood coagulated on the wooden floors

088 Punjab in opposite directions were more than 10 million people, with their bullock carts, meager
islons, cooking utensils, farm tools and gaunt animals. Human hyenas stalked the two way columns,
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In Honor of India’s Founding Fathers

n the next few pages we seek to honor the leaders of India's struggle for independence
The most appropriate manner in which this can be done is to report the speeches and
writings of these individuals. We hope you will agree that reading this is inspirational. This
was a remarkable group of leaders. We present a collection of writings of Mahatma
andhi, Sardar Patel, and Maulana Azad. We reproduce excerpts from the speeches given
by India’s first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, and first President, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, on the occasion of independence. We also present the speech by Lord
Mountbatten who was India's Governor-General at the that time




Freedom 50 Souvenir - August 1997 - India Association of Minnesota

The “Father of the Nation"”

Mahatma Gandhi
1869 - 1948 AD

in 1893
e Vears

IS were

fern imes fevoul Hin iU, he espoused a

n-violence and of simple living. He was heir

I
or Ashok. He was called Mahatma, or a 'Greal

unker Albert Einstein said of Gandhi: *Generations

(1 the earth in flesh an

Gandhi and his condensed form
canpts ' '

£ nh tings and his sayings which best represent the man.

M7 | qandniji was not in Delhi to celebrate the truit of his labor. He

ommunal unrest. With regard to the celebrations, Gandhiji said:




india

God Is

2 '

One

18th

Freedom 50 Souvenir

o cama brieh
e same on

aim any supenonh

nto watertight ¢

Oms 1"
That 1s not my
| can keep In

amily and

2]

naians
"-'.,r'.i'f"-'f".‘."-, «
are all related to one another. | would not say, ‘India should be all in all
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)essage. Iingia snoung
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OWNess,

at the

service of humanity at large. Anyway, there is
ast my lot in th f

-
{ OF [Ne

mannls Af Ins
Deope or Ink c

XXV, pp.255-6)

-‘."‘!'."."f'"". I.I! th

the vast human family. | decline to draw any
We have the same virtues and the same vices
ve cannol go from one |

0 that to another. They may

be all in all, consistently with the well being of
freedom also intact only if | have the gooawill towards
thie

this little spot of the earth

a in the wide w

I\...'I.JT L In

wman family which '“i-".h'"."\

nations, but what i1s Ing 1!

e

on September 15,1940)
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Some Memorable Passages from Gandhi:

) &8 [0 \.'.f‘\,'.ﬁf.,"lr‘ other

the aisappearance of

ieam so M [ W free country,
wht be utilized for the benefit of mankind. Just as the cult of patrio
i has (0 die the family has (o die for the wvillage, the vi

e, and the pr

OVINK rer n ountry, even so, a country has o be free in
w the benelit of the |

fore of nationalism, or my idea of
become free, that if @ whole country may die, so that the human
or race-hatred there ationalism
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

viocient overinrn

{ Hussiai ous negalives, somewhal in the

res where the Ql ymphasizi tIT
{Murthi, op

rat)
rainer

r'I."".UT.'u"HN_H_ au

rng the Cl

hinese incursion
1s reported in the Times of India newspaper

e the Tibetan issue peacefu
n interasts intrigl
mad h

S

Inaa

) arms would have been

ately creates more
th

and power, it does
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Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

He was .fl"l":'l

WOws from SOCH

\ . £3 Mot . Fy 5 3 - ’ " s r ’ -y - « I i r y
umanity have any J N on nsion that in a frree and democratic India, it night

an instant that there can be any room whatever for

ew [he free India ¢ e futu n anda aistrust or with courage and
fear and suspicion, then undoubtedly we have to follow a different path. No

y luture, no constitutional safeguards, can be a remedy for our doubts

[0 I0larale the existence o

an Indian. | am a part of the indivisible

ce and without me this splendid struclture of

| can never surrender this

lfows Hinduism, so also we can say

» thal we a ndians and folk slam hall 4 still turther The Indian t-‘.".-'-'_\.-‘.',;r:

v entitled 1o SaY ith prict f is follow ing a I'!1I.'_._"|_r\,l-! of nr.'hf...i_ In_f»n,r." ( "f'-'.‘ii'n'\?-""."}'
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Lord Mountbatten’s Address

Ihe following are excerpts from Lord Mountbatten’s address to the Constituent Assembly on Independence Day:

celabrat
h the British and Ind
meaans o! peacetul

< taamnarod! i )
y tempered in y

& g
| Was

e awara

sively with the

agraph which

s rlart
D i

of the States Department, a

{ the Dominion of
[

i tha Yeymiriom hare
QIe 1Ne omu nna

Governments of the

Instrument of Accession

'1'."i"]ll'_l -”r'f:lf;_’ :h.” \'U:HI-"] 'r'.":""

wver 300 million people and the

that has not yet acceded Is the

onstitutional Governor-General | would ask you to regard me as one of
o the turtherance of India's interests. | am honored that you have endorsed the

) 1O me DY your leaders 10 remain as your Governor-Ganeral

ind in accepling was that | might continue to be of so ip 10 you in the

/ ahead

India is far more than purely national interest. The emergence of a stable and

Il be a factor of the greatest international importance for the peace of the world. Its social
pment, as well as its strategic situation and its wealth of resources, invest with great

ints that take place here. It is for this reason that not only Great Britain and the sister

all the great nations of the world will waltch with sympathelic expectancy the fortunes of this

I wish il all prospenty and success

orget all that India owes to Mahatma Gandhi-the architect of her freedom

esence | » loday, and would have him know how much he is in our
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Dr. Rajendra Prasad's Address

Ihe following are excerpts from Dr. Rajendra Prasad’s address to the Constituent Assembly on Independent
Day, in reply to Lord Mountbatten’s speech:

\aging our
re fantastu

iara ) s e
aare Nnope i

dreams... Let us

lividual will be f and provided with the wherewithal

ty and squalor and ignorance and ill-health will have been

ween nch 3 “'.l'\" .:"‘\-l: 11"“,\.: when -'l':li\::._'-.'i

1d not serve as a disturbing and

have been forgotien like an unpleasant

have ceased, en facilities and special arrangements will

thers who are backward, to enable them to catch up

teeming millions but will once again

ik when men and women will be lau hing and we -.'inl.'--_j for all they

cottage and hamiet will be humming vith the swee! music of

 &nd maios usy with them inging to their tune; when the sun and moon will be
| mes ang

wt we need all the idealism and sacrifice, all the intelligence and adiligence, all the

ower ol organization that we can muster., We have many parties and groups with

onvert the country to their own ideologies and to mold the

sult their own viewpoint. While thay have the rnght to do so the country

m them. All must realize that what is needed most today is a

rk, not argumentation, and let us hope that all will be prepared

cgepartments of Government have to shed their role as rulers and have to
at their compeers i in all free countries The people and the
» them their trust and assure them conditions of service in Keeping with

idst they have to live and serve,
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Pandit Nehru's Address

A TRYST WITH DESTINY

tollowing is the speech delivered by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, at the Constituent Assembly, New Delhi, August
14, 1947

when we shall regeem
wir, when t 2 WOl

ey r gy

jreams

jether today

s freedom

lated fragments

s with faith and

1l s BMlamin y
i Oor Dlaming (

nstituent Assembly present on this occasion, do

a member of the Constituent Assembly of India, do dedicate myself in all humility to
India and her people to the end that this ancient land attain her nghttul place in the world

and make her full and willing contribution to promotion of world peace and the welfare of mankind:

ment whe @ peoplie ol India, through suffering and sacrifice, have secured

Members who ai 101 present on this occasion do take the pledge (with such verbal changes as the

@) al the ime they next attend a session of the Assembly.”
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Independence: A News Report in the Minneapolis Star, August 15, 1947
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Attaining Independence: Views from New York and Minneapolis/St. Paul

cader of the Editorial Page of The New York Times of Friday
rial under the heading “India ts Free"'

| many races, many

been And o

{ popular sell

wer in India than other Oriental
with therr patnarchal traditions have been
1o develop within themselves Its last act of

to Indian sel

cacelul renunciation of power at the demand ol the
d by mutual ag

ndian people 1s the final proof thereol”

Now the power and the glory, but al !

2l also the
wonsibility, devolve L;;‘--']! the [‘.!L'll.lll [\;'--[‘h‘ and
leaders. It is now up to them to demonstrate that
they can at least hold what British rule has achieved,
ind that they know how to proceed from there to do
what the British have lelt undone, and to develop
ountry to its full potentiality I'he ['!-'l\:-,'m»-
are many and complex, but there i1s hope
1s¢ statesmanship and restraint that
possible will also guide them to a
better future. In that hope, we welcome the new India
i1s that the into the family of the Ifree na

ome domimons ol
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A reader in the Twin Cities would have read the following editorial column under the heading
india’s Day” in the August 15, 1947 edition of the leading newspaper of that time, the Minneapolis
Star

writer, hke
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Map of India, 1947

BRITISH-RULED
INDIA

Gwadar

(OMAN)

*JINDI1A

B
Goah

Present-day POﬂdiChel‘l‘y.
boundaries . [ ] British rule
shown . ,

(] Princely states
0 = French colony

CEYLON o Portuguese colony |
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My Experience in the Freedom Movement of India

1 war [)'.jl.:,‘--}
g awakenir jave tnals

and stri nsive political action

1 movement, sall

) the twenties

ater part ol the second

| he three political actior

S Were

wdience

e later fren ke W action

trol laws, and to
IeNnce was

! sglected not [ vOorkers ) 1) N One

ns. Mass civil disobedience was designed to achieve freedom

o wore impnsoned (s, leman ].;._:

to participate in indiwvidual civil disobedience. My role was to walk
s and mobilize people to resist war efforts. My slogan was "to walk
i} the law and was st and impnsoned for one year and

y Quit India Movement, | participated in nonviolent grassroots acts {

This resulted in my imprisonment for three years. However, | did not
mpnsonment and was released earlier as a result of negotiations

represantative of the Bntish Government

jependance | panticipated in and Gift movement, led by Vinova Bhave

0 coliect surplus land from the aftluent and redistnibute it among the
r. It was based on the concepts of charity and donation; the donations were individual,

lage based. The families receiving donations were assisted in developing their productive

ces. The development plans were also designed 1o raise people's consciousness, As

g !
[ \AJ 'l " i " . | ]
)i Social Work, my role was (0 prepare social workers to involve themselves in

ament Droarams
pment programs

NS in politic

al acts and social development raised my consciousness ol people's misery

sKilis 10 inthiate social change and development

A [
o
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Joy of Independence

| was 17 vears old
1-‘.:‘\ :-.', ..‘\‘.”\:.__; ,f
sinpes and the spinmning
given by Mahatma
i

i, Jawahar Lal

ovement was

were
vears

tull of

a year and a

transter

||i~"r-\

entire

ay and

nsted bv a stugent

be selecled by the
the national anthem
10 the weeks precedin yaust 15, | often dreamt of the horrors of the "Qunt

Memories of the exploding of tear gas ' ton) charge and shootings by
| had withessed, oft /oke me up | old sweal. | would stay awake

i ever be a reality

flag pole installed for our flag alongside the pole on which the Union Jack

as | was raising our national flag, the Union Jack was simultaneously being

nts | was wonderning if this was indeed real. When the Union Jack was lowered and

top, | pulled the cord to unfurl the flag with a thump in my heart. The flag

infuried and was very prominantly fiying with the cool light breeze. | looked up and felt the

vithin me. It was a beautiful sight and very proud moment in my life

jed the Union Jack the way we were taught to do, marched towards the British resident

1 placed | his hand. He received the flag and extended his hand. We shook it. This time we did
not salute him. There was overwhelming applause. We tumed around, marched towards our flagpole,
d ' the flag. It was a proud moment of ecstasy., We then asked the

y Of silence in memory of those who had sacrificed their lives for this day ol
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of the First Independence Eve and Independence Day
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L

inl hrea >
ming breeze

felt that | should not witness this festive occasion alone. | went back
| was reluctant to bnng her in the crowd, as she was due to give birth to

| changed my mind. She agreed smilingly to accompany me with a
ither!™ Not even a square inch of space was available to stand! A young
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her near a light-post to lean on
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Preamble to the Indian Constitution

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India, into a
OVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its
citizens: JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all FRATERNITY

assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION
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Indian National Anthem

The song Jana Gana Mana, composed by Rabindranath Tagore,
was adopted by the Constituent Assembly as the National Anthem
of India on 24 January 1950. It was first sung on 27 December
1911 at the Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress.

Jana-gana-mana-adhinavaka, jaya he
Bharata-bhagvya-vidhata
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha-
Dravida-Utkala-Banga
Vindhva-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranga
Tava shubha name jage
Tava shubha ashish maange
Gahe tava jaya-gatha
Jana-gana-mangala-davaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagvya-vidhata
Java he, java he, jaya he

Java jaya java, jayva he !

The following is Tagore's English rendering of this stanza:

Thou art the rulers of the minds of all people,
dispenser of India’s destiny.
Thy name rouses the hearts of Punjab, Sind, Gujarat and Maratha,
Of the Dravida and Orissa and Bengal,

It echoes in the hills of the Vindhyas and Himalayas,
mingles in the music of Yamuna and Ganga and is chanted by
the waves of the Indian Sea.

They pray for thy blessings and sing thy praise.

The saving of all people waits in thy hand,
thou dispenser of India’s destiny,

Victory, victory, victory to thee.
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1964

1965

1966
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Major Events in India since Independence

fian Government |

1960 the Indian Army

I was |l prepared o hgnt thus

this was the low point in Indian agriculture. The U.S. sent massive

In The Indian Government became more determined to be
independent in food production amn ) to develop India’'s agriculture by introducing
new nce and al se into India: ( Green Revolution® in Indian

Culture

ond In 1 I';!'-. “1'l AT
The mathematician Jayant Narlikar gets Padma Bhushan by the Government of India
The nuclear scientist Homi J. Bhabha (*father” of tl tomic energy program in India) dies in

a piane crash In Swilzerland

Har Gobind Khorana shares Nobel Prize with R. W. Holley and M. W, Nirenberg in
Physiology and Medicine for their interpretation of the genetic code and its function in protein

'-',"'fr:!"-.";

indira Gandhi nationalizes all large commercial banks in India. This was the beginning of a

major program by the Indira Gandhi government to nationalize many key industries in India

and pravent foreign business investments in India
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Asian Indian Presence in Minnesota
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Origin of the India Association of Minnesota
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Worked with loc Jirector of Immigration to help resolve immigration problems pertaining to Indians. | got
1 call once from the local Immigration Office that some 50 or more Indians were stranded at the
Minneapolis/St. Paul airport and were going to be sent back because they were on their way, illegally, to
Winnipeqg, Canada, and Canada refused entry. On short notice | rounded up a few local Indians, we visited
them at the airpont and consoled them before they left for India
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The Immigrant Experience
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on June 12, 1994
Independence Movement gained momentum, The leaders who were fighting for the
the Congress party, had been jailed duning the war period. They were released and apparently
wvernment had reached an agreement to allow the Indians to declare independence. And, in 1947,
ne of those who raised the Indian flag at my college. One other student lowered the Union Jack, and |
& one who raised the Indian flag. It was the proudest moment of my life. As | had always a good voice, |
iinging of the National Anthem of India. Those are fond memories. | have never forgotten them."

1942, | was very young when the Quit India movement began...... All over the country, the Congress party

0ers weare put in jail. At that time, as a child and full of vigor for the freedom movement, we used to take a
rcoal and sneak out in the evening hours. Wherever, we would see a wall, we would write 'Quit India’. That
y contribution to the freedom movement. If my father would have seen me, he would have pulled me by

/ éars and locked me up inside the house. Often, there would be some riots and shootings and tear gas. So.

ither would always keep us away from that.’
Abhishekhar's imterview of J inuary 4, 1995, contained the following

next major phase was at the end of the 19th century, between 1980-1920 when a vast flood of people
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unjab (most of them Sikhs) were in the armed forces and Britishers still controlling or had some relations
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Self-Reliance & Service: Women's Work in India
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y Self-Employed Women's Association, founded by Ela

Gandh believed that India should liberate the most

yhould base its economy on agnculture and small-scale

uted the strategies he advocated durnng the freedom movement to

to their own

oppression This strategy applies the diplomacy and

exarcise within the family to the outside world I'hrough one of his

ounded Ahmedabad's Textile Labour Association with Ansuya-behn Sarabhai,

Gandhi on his Constructive Programme for women's involvement in a sovereign

Having had grandparents who participated in the Gandhian movement, Ela "was very saturated with high

| wanted to work for the poor (Bumiller, p. 137). In the late 1960's, after completing a degree

) law, she sought a position with the TLA - sparked by Gandhi's belief in non-violence and women's eaquality,

and by Ansuya-behn's initiation of the Women's Wing. The TLA was concemed with the conditions that faced
india’s poor, and was dedicated to promoting social welfare amongst its members. Believing that workers and
wners were equal classes, Ansuya-behn aimed the union towards capacity-building amongst the workers
Ansuya-behn is always portrayed as conventional, but she was actually a very radical person,” said Ela (Rose,
p. 40). Howaver, at the time, many In social services felt more comfortable with charity than with justice, giving
people items they need rather than developing their power over their own resources, perceiving women as
recipients of change rather than participants in change. Soon after joining this oldest and largest trade union
ol textile workers in India, which had thus far addressed the needs of women only as wives of its members, Ela

tried something new: she asked the women what they wanted

In fact, many ol these "wives" stitched clothes themselves, Ela saw that they were “amused and angered by
experts with soft hands who said women shouldn't do such work,” (Gloria Stelnem, p, 54) when their work was

actually their pnmary source of independence. Whal they wanted, though, were better working conditions
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@ lormed against an employer, but could simply be created for

insisting on itration d reconciiation rather than violence, and

ey publicize their situations, SEWA members prove that their interests lie
they currently axist; rather, they lie in changing the systems themselves to

) this sense, SEWA members place as much importance on the means as

gency has many implications. When women associate themselves with roles in addition to those of
wite, mother, or home-maker, Ela explained, two things happen to them: they start regarding their purpose as

f-image; and, they forget caste and race differences

being important for the community, thus modifying their sel
"When one trade group is on strike, the other trade group supplies food packets to the strikers and looks after
their children. It is work that determines their identity and not the mere fact that they are women” (Jung, p

122)

Ihese observations seem remarkably relevant to immigrant and first-generation Indian American women, who
generally contnbute to their families’ incomes as well, and who have actively involved themselves In
independence struggles by forming support organizations and raising money. The handful of South Asian

women in the U.S. at the turn of the century donated their gold bangles to finance the 1914-15 Gadhar

[revolution] against the British (Mazumdar, pp. 21-22). A more recent national survey of college-educated

women from India living in the U.S. showed that 33.3 percent of those working in technical fields and 50

percent of those working in academic fields described themselves as feminists (Mazumdar, op. cit., p. 16). Of
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Latham, NY: Kitchen Table, Women Of Color Press, 1983

Peterson, V. Spike and Anne Sisson Runyan. Global Gender Issuyes: Dilemmas In World Politics. Boulder,
Co: Westview Press, 1993

Richardson, Laurel and Verta Taylor., Feminist Frontiers li; Rethinking Sex, Gender, And Society. New York
McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1989

Robinson ary, editor. Visibly Female: Feminism And At Today. New York: Universe Books, 1988
Rose, Kalima. Where Women Are Leaders: The SEWA Movement In India. London: Zed Books, 1992
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The Ultimate Freedom
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Happy 50th Independence Day!

--Anjira--
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A Timeless Tale
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igh he felt strange fighting, he still fought with bravery

st stared with a blank look for a while. Belore | just perceived India as a

U

5, elephants and the Taj Mahal for starters. | felt so ignorant, not knowing about my country,

inated from. Here | was, an Indian-American and at 16 had no apparent clue aboutl my roots,

ugh the trunk once more and pulled out a joumal dated 1947

.1_‘_‘:.:‘,1_.”’ f.: 1047 It seems the ,-.vl_l ts shine P!_::h !":.,‘-‘.'.‘ above .'r-'.':f.,‘l ‘1." f-‘ 00 rl:l‘I..f!IE::'ll' the .'f’f,‘?.'."”}; will cease

and India will receive its long awaited independencea. | express my deepes! gratitude o the soldiers who fought

their country and sacrificed their lives. To Gandhi, the Great Soul, Bhulabal Desal, India’s cunning defender
f justice and “Netaji* Bose, the huge political figure and great leader. But now, India is far from success. The
period of India's reconstruction Is under way by another powerful figure, Jawaharial Nehru. | feel confident
India will overcome this disaster of British rule, but for now, | enjoy the moment. Independence is here

Freedom is here. | am stll amazed that | lived to see it. But for now, | enjoy the moment.”

I'he journal just stopped there. There were no pages after that, and the diary came to a mystenous conclusion
| never met my grandfather, and my mother said he died a little while after the war, Occasionally, | read the
journals when | feel the need to. | would've felt great to meet him, but somehow | don't feel as bad. After all, |
know his life story
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Growing Up in America

nment in | state of nesota very aware of my status as a
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cial gifference and that in every other
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When |

npted me 1o
N everyday and the strains of Indian music that

South Asilan Society, and not only did |

whman f

Havin w performed In at least six

ortunate circu tances and my own clumsiness lead to the nickname of
me-Gar { vear's | show involved my being spun around - a
var, when | falled 1o gnp my partners neck properly, the performance
with the curntain Oomeon chool does not remember my group's act, |
| curtain.,” In an effort 10 redeem myself, |
y moves, bul as bad luck would have it, a mystenous force tied the ends
i handkerchiels together so that my otherwise strong movements became muted and silly. In a way, my
jleés with dancing reflected the difficulty | have had in assimilating myself into the Indian culture. It is as
though | was dooming myself by clutching onto the idea that | was not a genuine Indian. Thus in the recesses

of my mind, | thought that | would not be able to perform as well as one who was “inherently” Indian
) these occurrences, my notorious stage experiences have only made me more committed to the long-
aglected quest ol leaming to revel-in rather than white-wash my cultural uniqueness. | owe this to the
combination of having formed deep bonds with other Indians and having developed a respect and appreciation

for my ancesiry

| cannot separate my cultural roots from who | am, and | cannot imagine how | have lived eighteen years of my
iife rejecting such a nch and beautiful culture. | am only grateful that | did not expend any more energy trying to
dislike everything “Indian”, Instead | have leamed to cherish the roots that once caused so much distress and
turmoll. | would encourage all young people to investigate their own unique and rich culture, for there you will

find a deeper understanding of who you are
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Photographs on the cover page:

Bombay Merchants Protest, May 1930,

Jainst the polica atrocilies in rasana [of May 21 1930]. The merchants were

salt “Satyagraha®

indians March in Detroit, October 19, 1930.
By Vinod Subram

of the freedom movement, including a handful of Irish Sinn Feiners and

rch the streats of Detroit

‘I‘.'Ii":,' are olest ] 1Ne N sonment of P‘.{l"-.if'?'._[ {.‘;(lr'-_j_" L y the HBntsh govemnmmeant, and seekin | (o] n']::l'r"*"l

British pr

Detroit Free Press. Oct. 21. 1930

Detroit News, Oct. 20. 1830

Calcutta Procession, 1930,

*Large procession along Harrison Road in Calcutta as a protest against the Sarda Act
*Swain [Photographer).”

(No source given)

Usman Hamid Quetawala, Karachi, 1931.

Quetawala was the Secretary of the Karachi District Congress Committee. The photograph was taken before
the front gate of the Karachi District Prison on his release on the afteroon of Friday, March 12, 1931, He had
been in prison for supporting a book of national poems entitled *The Darde Vatan® (Pain of the Country)

(Nra source given.)

Note: All the above photographs were taken from www.harappa.com
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General Mills

Chex Mix Snack Mix
is proud to sponsor the
celebration of the

50th Anniversary of India’s Independence
August 15, 1997
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