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Urbana, Illineis, Octeber 15, 1909.

Dr, Selen Justus Buck,
Indiana Univercity,
Bloomington, Ind.
My dear Sir:
The University of Illineis is leoking for
the right man te appoirt to a pesition as research

associate in histery, at a salary of approximately

$1200.00 a year. The title associate im our Univer-

sity stands between that ef instructor and assistant
professor., The position, as its name implies, is

one for research enly, and the purpose of the posi-
tion is to assist in an undertaking that we have al-
ready started, namely, the writing of an elaborate
history of the state of Illineis, based upon scientif-
ic research, for the centemnial celebration which

will eccur im 1918. This is the most elaborate piece
of research work undertaken in this state, or in any
state that I know of, The plan is very comprehen-
sive, and will be carried out in the purest scientific
spirit, Funds will be available for conducting the
research in all lines to the fullest extent. Professor

Hart of Harvard has recommended you in the meost cordial




way for the positioen. This letter ie written simply
te ask you if you would wish to consider yourself a
candidate, and if se, to ask you to fill out the en-
clesed blank. It is desirable that a recommendation
for appointment should be made with as little delay
as possible, For this reason we are taking this
direct method of getting at our data in the case of

three or four possible candidates,

Sincerely yours,

M once & oo

Enclcsure.

C.W,A,=W,




Urbana, Ill., December 7, 1909,

+

Indiana University

Bloomington, Ind,

My dear Mr, Buck:

You have every reason to desire
on here in the Univer-

1

to themselves, the




Urbana, I11., December 9, 1909.

Mr, Solon J. Buck,
University of Indiana,
Bloomington, Ind.
My dear Mr. Buck:

You have probably already received notifi
cation by Dean Greene in regard to your appointment
tc the research position concerning which we have
had correspondence, Dean Greene felt that h ught
to make it quite evident to you that noc pledges
yond the eight months coulda be made and as an execu
officer he is probably right. There are, however,
certain things which I feel that it is possible for
me to say. The centennial historv of Illinois is as
yet in the experimental stage, but it is extremely

good proposition, President James is very interested

in it, and has already had a talk with Governor Deneen

concerning the same, and Governor Deneen expressed him-

3

self as very friendly to the idea, so that if we can
get the movement in such a way by spring, President
James will feel able to go tc Governor Deneen, and

set the whole thing before him and agk for his sup-

1iberal appropriation for the work. If

succeed, and I see no reason for expecting




failure, the undertaking will prove to be & very

one, and will make the reput ons of a great many

men that are connected
for the place, you will have proved wi
months that fact, and the position will
could not
You are young enough now so
do some speculating, and cer=-
the position is as permanent : the one you
or the average instructorial
universities g 3 my hope that you will decide
the proposition, and I do not believe that you
have cause 1o regret it, Dean Greene, as executive

jay as much about the future

In the fi

you
place . am not ce: i hat he knows much about

The matter he

been placed in my hands 1 d have had several

talks with egident mes in regard t it and I

L ] Qi

great welirgt upon 1t being carried

Q
~

incerely yours,




Urbana, Illinois,
June 11, 19010,

Mr. Solon J. Buck,
Philadelnrhia,
Pennsylvania.
My dear Buck:

Webb was so anxious to see his best girl that
there has been a hitch in the matter of copy; whether or
not he is sending any copies to you from East St. Louils I
do not know, but he turned some of it over to Jackson in a
rather indefinite way and Jackson has been unable to get
1t done. I am sending the originals to you in care of the
Permseylvania Hiastorical Society. If you can correct the
originals so that there will be no doubt as to the reading,
you may do 80. If, however, you think that there 1is some
doubt as to the possibility of correcting these copies,
employ a typist or two to copy for you and then correct

their copy. On the whole, this latter would probably be the

better way. This work must be done, so that 1if you are

obliged to go to Boston before it is finished, it will be
neceassary for you to return to Philadelphia later.

I am now more certain than ever that it will be
best for you to return by way of Canada. I have a falrly
z00od lead on some fur trade material,concerning which T will
write you later on.

Sincerely yours,

/é/mq .
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
EVARTS B.GREENE, Urbana, President
CHARLES HRAMMELKAMP Jacks

ADVISORY GOMMISSION:
E.B.GREENE Urbana, Chairman
it ) . JAMES A.JAMES, Evanston
mville Vice President Y Ex A.C.MELAUGHLIN,
OTTO L.SCHMIDT, Chicago, Secrefary. - LY .

go.

E.C.PAGE, De Kalb

CHARLES H. RAMMELKAMRE Jacksonville
WM. AMEESE, Moline

JESSIE PALMER WEBER, 5pringfield, Librarian

CLARENCE W ALVORD, Urbana
Editor ofthe Collechions

STATE OF [LLINOIS,;

SPRINGILELD,

To Whom It May Concern:

introduce Mr. Solon J, Buck
Mr. Buck is

Respectfully yours,
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES .'.' 4 ADVISORY GOMMISSION.

EVARTS B.GREENE, Urbana, President E.B.GREENE,Urbana, Chairman

: - / - JAMES A.JAMES, Evansion
CGHARLES H.RAMMELKAMP, Jacksonville Vice President & :

‘ , ; ’ A.C. MELAUGHLIN, Chicago,
OTTO L.SCHMIDT, Chicago, Secretary. i r Y., AR
JESSIE PALMER WEBER, Springfield, Librarian AN CHARLES H, RAMMELKAMP Jacksonville
WM. AMEESE, Mgaline

CLARENCE W ALVORD, Urbana
Editor ofthe Collechons

STATE OF [LLINOIS,

SPRINGELELD:

Urbana, Il1l., June 3, 1911,

dear Buck:
T just got your letters and ] vassed them
on to Greene, with a recommendation that th be an
appropriation of $750.00 for this work, As I am

obli to g k to Chicago tomorrow, I shall probably

o v d T & T . Y= s A W149n +
over, but I have asked him to

¢ tald him I have

to you to make arrangements with Mr., Stock and
will send Mr. Stock final orders before the 15th
go on, i
conference with Greene, I think
I could persuade him, and hope that anyway he will
e with my recommendation, think the find is ex-
ent; in fact, it would be a great mistake not to have
whole work done right now, It would be a permanent
Il1linois history and I don't doubt but what
forthcoming, Certainly I think there will

the $250.00 will be forthcoming to




BOARD OF TRUSTEES 3 ADVISORY GOMMISSION:
EVARTS B. GREENE, Urbana, President | e E.B.GREENE,Urbana, Chairman.
I3 - i - v JAMES A.JAMES, Evansion
GHARLES HLRAMMELKAMP Jacksonville Vice President 5 By 7 T e

A.C. MELAUGHLIN, Chicago.
OTTO L.SCHMIDT, Chicago, Secretary. E.C. PAGE, De Kalb

JESSIE PALMER WEBER, Springfield, Librarian CHARLES H RAMMELKAMP Jacksonville
WM. AAMEESE, Moline

CLARENCE W ALVORD, Urbana.
Editor ofthe Coliechions

STATE o [LLINOIS;

SPRENGIIELD;

have the lists made,
I should like very much to have you call upon
my n%;ces Miss Carol Sherman, Miss Pattie Sherman, and
Miss Dorothes Sherman, who are living at /¥ %O . et MW

Street, Washington, hey irginia girls, and their

uncle thinks they are all richt. I have written to my

ALY

neice Carol to tell her that she may expect to see you,
provided you have time, of course,

Sincerely

C.W.A,-W,
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Collections of the Jllinois SHeace Historical Library

CLARENCE WALWORTH ALVORD. EDITOR

Urbana, Illinois, October 21, 1912.

Dr. Solon J. Buek,
Champaign, Illinois.
My dear Mr. Buock:-

At the llay Meeting of the Mississippi Valley
Historical Association in Bloomington, there was author-
ized the appointment by President lMcLaughlin of a com-
mittee to investigate the possibilities of starting a
quarterly magazine devoted to the history of the Mis-
gissippi Valley. You may feel that to start such an
enterprise is financially hopeless, but it is not ex-

pected that the magazine will pay for itself or even

that the Association should pay for it. We have very

good hopes of securing a guaranty fund for five years
of $1500.00 which will assure the financisl side of the
undertaking.

A much more difficult and important phase of
the proposition is whether the scholars interested in
western history are sufficiently numerous to insure the
filling of the pages of the quarterly with good contri-

utions and critical book reviews. in this phase
of the question that the Committec is part in-
terested, and it w appointed primarily to find out
whether the scholars would guarantee filling the pages

for one and one-half or two years.




Collections of the Flllinois Heate Historical Library

CLARENCE WALWORTH ALVORD. EDITOR

letter is
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sSomeone else begsides

Also, would you be wil

atter is important and the

report to the Executive Committee at Boston next

Christmas, it would be a great favor to us if you would

- B

this at your earliest convenience.

answer T

Sincerely yours,

Committee.
Clarence W. Alvord,

Benjamin F.

James A. Jam




418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinoia.

Professor ©, W. Alvord,

416 Lincoln Hall,
My dear lr. Alvordie

In accordanco with your reguest I will stute my views with
reference to the diviaion of the territory embraced in the Missiscippi
Valley for consideralion in the articles devoted to historical uctivities
in the I'igeiacippi Valley Historiecal Review. Tt seens to me thut the
principle of division ehculd he historical interceste, rather than
geographic or phisiograyhic ecorditicns. My prelerence would be therefore
for a division into the 014 Northwest end Cuanada; the 0ld Southwest,
including everything south of the Ohio und eset of the Mississippi River

comes within our fleld; the Vrans-Miesissippi Northwest, including

Missouri, V‘ansus, Coloradu, und all stuates north of them; and the Trane=-
Kississippi Southwest, Any division by river basins, which would, for
exampla, rut Indiana and l1llineis in geparate groups, would seem to me
distinctly undesirable, as the higtorical affiliations of these two
ptates are especially c¢lope., In case it sbould seem desirable to divide

the territory into three ineteud of four divisions, I would puggest the

addition of Nentugky to the Horthwest and Canadu for the firet division;

tho Trans-Niselesippk Teot, including Oklahoma, New Mexice, and Arigona

the sesond division; and the lLower 1Y ugissippl Yalley for the third.

Sincerely yours,
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