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COLLEGE OF LITERATURE AND ARTS

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

URBANA, ILL.

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

December 8, 1909

Mr. Solon J. Buck
Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana
My dear Mr. Buck:
Owing to certain complications here, I have not been
able to get a deeision until now on the question of the arpoint=-

ment of a research assistant. The President hes now authorized

me to ask you whether you would be willing to acoapt an en-

gagement, to begin January 1, 1910, for eight months, at the
rate of $100 per month. This precise period is indicatsd be-
cause the servics vear for which salariss ars commonly granted
begins on the first day of Septembper.

I an not authorized to enter into any engagement as to the
futwr e beyond this date. You understand, I think, the general
nature of the work which ws ars trying to do. It 1s, in brief,

a sort of historical survey of t he state, which ws hope will
culminate in a substantial and dignified esntennial publication.
The first piocs of work which we have in mind for you is a genaral

survey of the materials for the history of ths state; in other




8. J. B. =2

words, at ths outset work of a distinetly bibliographical
character. I should think that a few months of this work night
profitably end in a publication which might be called A CGuide
to the }{iatofy of Illinois. This would contain, pserhape, a
sort of topical outline with full accounts of the material,
whether printed or in manuscript, whioh is available for workers
in the field of state history.

In addition to the bibliographical work, and perhaps
parallsl with it, I should think that you might undertake cer-
tain specific problems in the history of the state, especially
since 1818; thes period befors 1818 being that in which Mr.
Alvord is most interestad.

0f eowrss the details of your work eould only be determined
after consultation betwsen oursslyes and Mr. Alvord, and it ¢an
hardly, in any case, be set forth in detail at the outset.

I do not know how far you may be under odligations to the histori-
cal department at Indiana. I should eertainly net wish to

have vou do anything which the mermbers ef that department would
not coneider entirely fair.

Hoping for a reply at your earlisst convenience, sand re-

gretting the uncertainty in whish you have been left so long,
1 remain,

Very truly yours,
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS COLLEGE OF LITERATURE AND ARTS

URBANA, ILL. OFFICE OF THE DEAN

December 21, 1909

Mr. Solon J. Buek
Indiana University
Bloomington, Indiana
My dear Mr. Buck:

As a result of our reecent negotiations, the President
of the University has sent me the following statement, dated
December 17, 1909: "I have authorized the Dean of the Graduate
8ctool to engage Mr. Solon Justice Buok for research in the
Graduate School under the direction of the department of history
at a remmeration of one hmindred dollars per monthy begine
ning January 1, 1910, and ending August 81, 1910. You nay
inform Mr, Buok of such authorization and he will roeeive in
due oourse of time a statement to that sffeot.»

will
I shall be glad if you take up definitely with Mr. Alvord,

as soon as practicable, your gensral plan of work.

Very truly yours,




THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

COPY
Dec. 20, 1909

Dean E. B. Gresens,
Dear Dean Grsasene:
I have a letter from the President of which the

enclosed is a copy. In accordance with this authority will you

kindly engage Mr. Buck on the termns specifisd ? He is to roport,

of ecourse, on January first.
Very truly yours,

David Kinley.




THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

Decembar 17, 1909

Dean David Kinley
University Hall
My dear Mr. Dean:
I hersby aunthorize you to engage Mr. Solon Justice Buck,
now at the University of Indiana, as research assistant in
Illinois history, to Dbe, emploved in research by the Graduate

School under ths direction of the department of history, at a

remunerat ion of one hundred dollars per month, beginning Janmuaryil,

1910, and ending August 81, 1910, his remuneration t o be paid from

the appropriation made by the Board of trustees for the Illinois
Historical Survey (See minutes of the board, D».2565).
Faithfully yours,
(8igned) Edmund J. Janes.

K.




THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

May 29, 1911
Dr., Solon J, Buck
Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Buck,
Please accept my thanks for your letter of
May 22, and my congratulations on your success in the
examination for the doctorate. I had 1ittle doubt of
your success, but I am glad to get definite news of it,
I saw the President the other day and he told me
that he would recammend you for promotion from the grade

of Research Assistant at $1200, to that of Research Asso-

ciate at a salary of $1400, I believe that we have an

interesting field of work opening up before you and that
we may count upon you to do your part efficiently.

If you are to be in Cambridge again at commence-
ment I should be glad to have you make some inquiries
about the impression made there by Mr. Thompson., For some
reason or other he was not given a larger fellowship which
I should have thought rather natural in view of his having
passed the general examination, I have no doubt that there
is a perfectly satisfactory explanation of this, but I should
be glad to get such information on the point as you are able
to pick up,

Very truly yours,

ﬁ,{w_[ /;V{WM







UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

URBANA, ILL.

3. J. Buck

1111 Arbor Street

Chamnpaign,

T
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dear Dr. Buck,
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absence for the year begimning February 1
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there will be no objection eith
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araduate Sehool, although

diversion of your interest from
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COLLEGE OF LITERATURE AND ARTS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
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June 2 1911
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recommend to the Board my leave of

» 1912. This makes it necessary

T
ES

would naturelly offer
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should be glad to have you take History 15

« alvord in the management of History 101 durine the
rou are willing to undertaze this work I think

er from the President or the lJean of the
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has been some question as to the possible

research to teaching.
ar from you &t

your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS COLLEGE OF LITERATURE AND ARTS

URBANA, ILL. OFFICE OF THE DEAN

June 27, 1911
Dr. Solon Buck
1111 Arbor Street
Champaigne, Illinois
My dear Dr. Buok,
Your letter of June 24th has come to hand.
am very much interested to know of the progress in your work. It
seems to me that you have been making a very good use of your time.
If you ocan arrange to return here by July 12th I think that will
be suffioient. In the meantime I wish that you would keep in mind
two matters which I want to go over carefully with you and Mr. Alvord

when you get back: One of these 1is the organization of the arohive

inspection business; and the other has to do witrathp seouring of

the new building at Springfield some kind «©Ff 8"B8lk e oronives. You
will doudtless pick up some ideas on both of these subjeots in the
various places covered in your tour.

I do not believe that we can have a meeting of the
trustees until about July 15th, and until that time there ocan be no
definite appropriation over and above that whioh was authorized at
the last meeting.

Very trWy yours,




[,1\ I\' I":I{Sl’l‘\— ()]_‘\ []_JIJIN()IS COLLEGE OF LITERATURE AND ARTS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
URBANA, ILL.

Dr. Solon J. Buok
History Department
My dear Mr., Buok,

I return herewith the manuscript of your edition of

the Flagg letters. I hope that you will be able to get it printed

as soon as possible, beocause I think it is likely to arouse genersl
interest, I assume that it 1s to be printed by the State Historiocal

Society.
I am sending Dean Kinley a letter whioch I should be

glad to have you see before it leaves my office.

Very truly yours,

- ZA .
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I have recently had some interesting conferences

b

with members of the historical faculty in the Imperial University
of Tokyo. Though I am of course much handicapped by my ignorance

of the language, it seems to me that the department here 1ls really
doing some admirable work in the collection and publication of
documentary material. A very considerable number of documents in
the Imperial archives at Nara have been transcribed and many other
official documents of the Chogunate perlod have been turned over to
the University. In fact the department of history in the University
geems to be the recognized agent of the government for work of this
kind., Beslides these more or less official documents they have a
great many diaries kept in the palaces of the daimios and in some
of the Buddhist and Shinto temples. Some of these are illustrated
by sketches in color.0f particular interest to Americans are the
papers which illustrate the impression made upon the Japanese by
their various foreign visitors from the days.of Xavier to the
coming of Perry. Though this material is malinly in Japanese there
are some documents in European languages, as for instance in Dutch

and Portuguese, which are more available for our studenis. There

are of course maps charts and other forms of illustmative matter.

From these materials they have been publishing two documemtary

gseries known respectively as "Dai- nihon-shirio" (Japanese Histori-




cal Materials), and "Dai-nihon-Komonjo, (0ld Japanese Documents).
You can probably find somewhere in Washington a calendar of the

University (I909-10) in which you will find on pages <08-10 a

brief account of this work under the heading, "Institute of His-

torical Compilaﬁion“.

The reason;why I am imposing this letter upon you ls that I
have beén much impressed with the desirability of our beginning
to lay the foundation for a more adequate study of the history of
the Far East by establishing helpful relations with the historical
scholars who are at work here. It seems to me that both the
Carnegie Institution and the American Histérical Association might
contribute some thing toward such a result. I wonder whether you
would find it possible to send out a set of the historical publi-
cations of the Carnegle Institutdon to the Institute . Perhaps
they would be willing to send you in exchange the documentary
series above mentioned, I think it would parhaps'be well to
address them,with an explanatory letter referring to this commu-
nication of mine’to Professor Sanji Mikami who id the head of the
Institutéam(College of Literature, ITmperial University, Tokyo.)

On the request of Professor Gempachi Mitsukuri I wish to
nominate him for membership in the American Historical Assoclation.
If you can arrange to have this done and to have a letter sent to
Professor Mitsukuri which shall be sometking more than the ordinary
official notice of election I think that he would bd pleased, I
might add that he is a Ph.D, of the University of Tilblngen. His
address is also College of Literature, Imperial University, Tokyo.

What would you think of having a Council committee appointed
to take u, the general subject of possible development of studies

in this field, and of c¢loser relations with the historical scholar-




ship of the Far East? If convenlient I should be glad to have you

pass this suggestion on to Haskins, Of course théeep are certain con-
ditions here which tend somewhat to limit the freedom of historical
inquiry but this is not tr ue of all periods and the members of the
department generally have had some of the modern training in method-
ology and oriticiasm.

I should be glad to know what you think of these suggestions.
I have had a thoroughly delightful time here but shall have to sall
for China in a few days., I expect to go by the Siberian road to
London.

With kindest regards

I em

Sincerely yours
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Dudley Road, Newton Center, lMass.

16 August 1913/

Buck,
Lincoln Hall,

Urbena, Illinois.

1~

Buck:-

Will you ki the enclosed plan of

ror me have your comments

which seems to you to require modification?

that agreed to at our depart

2y
]

Very
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

OQctober 1913.




UNIVERSITYOF ILLINOIS




416 Lincoln Hall,

Urbana, Illinois, December 6, 1913,

Professor Evarts B.Greene,
315 Lincoln Hall,
My dear Mr. Greene:-
The greater part of the material for the proposed volume

on Illinois in 1818 will be found in the federal archivee at Washington,

the archives of the state and the State Historical Library at
Springfield, library of the Chicego Historicel Society, Library of
the Wiscongin Historical Society at Madison, the Mercantile Library
of St. Louis, the archives of the fifteen counties in southern
Illinois which were establiehed during the territorial period, and
the library of the University of Illinois. I have made en estimate
of the necessary travelling expenses for gathering material from
these varicus collections, ms follows:

Washington, (10 days) $75.00

St. Louis &nd the counties of
southern Illinois (2 w&eks) 60.00

Madison (one week) 20.00
Chicagoe (two weeks) 50.00
Springfield (one month) 80.00
$285.00
There is also of course material in private hands, which will doubt=
lese come to light, and some travelling will probably be necessary
to secure materiel of this sort. $15 might be added for that, making

a total of $300 for travelling expenses. For stenographic assistance,

typewriting and incidentul eipanses, I would estimate $200, thue

meking a total of $500. I have included no provision for the pur-




Professor Evarts B, Greene
n
D

December 6, 1913,

chase of books, manuscripts, end newspapers, or for the making of
transcripts or photostatic reproductions. It would seem reasonable
to me that if the commission pays the expenses of examining the
collections and selecting the materiml to be copied, the University,
or possible the State Historical Library might well bear the expense
of reproduction. I would estimate that $500 would cover this
item. Professor Alvord and 1 have been planning for some time to
secure for the University Library at the first opportunity photo=-
static reproductions of the early Illinois newspapers, and a

large part of the transcripts of documents would doubtless be used
later in volumes of the Illincie Historical Collections. I should
like to stop in Washington on the way back from the meetings in
Charleston to do the necessary work there if it can be arranged.

Sincerely yours,

Se Ju B./M




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
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