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418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois,

April 21, 1914,

Dean Guy §, Ford,
University of Mianesota,
Vinneapolis, Minn.
My dear Mr. Ford:=
I have your letter of April 9th and will be glad to help you
in any way possible in rousing some life in the Minnegota liistorical BSo-
ciety. I mm inclined to think that the best thing I can do is 1o =2end
you & copy of a paper which I worked up some time agoe under the heuding
"A Laboratory of State liistory." %his gives & comprahensive account of
the work done in Illinole by the State Historieal Library and the Illinols
Survey of the University, !r. Rlvord read a paper at my suggestion on
"Planning the Publication Work of Historical Societies" at the Conierence
of Historical Societies in Charleston last December. Unforitunately there
is no copy of this available at the present time, but I expect to receive
one from Dr. Jameson before long, and as soon as it comes in I will have
4 copy made and sent to vou.
I am sending you under separate cover the "Report of Committee

on Methods of Organization and Work on the Part of Btate and Local Histor-

ical Societies,” prepared by Thwaites, Shambaugh,and Kiley, and published

in 1906. The Proceedinge of the Annual Conferences of Historical Socie=
ties which are published in tue imerican Historical Asscciation Reports con-
tain a good many suggestions. 1 am sending you a separats for the Fro-
ceedings of the 8th Conference, 1911. This is the only one of which I have

a duplicate. You can find the otherg, however, in the Reports. The Report




Dean Guy S. Ford
L. Voo
April 21, 1914

for 1909, pages 302 ff., contains a paper by W. C. Ford entitled "“Some

Difficulties in the Publications of Historical Societies," which is quite

suggzestiv e%

The firet thing for the Vinnesota Historical Society to do, it
seens Lo me, should be to make & survey of the situation; find out what
materials for iiunesots bistory have Leen published either Uy the society
or by obthor societles, and what gaps there are, ard then go to work to
£ill in the gaps. 1 think thet our practice ia Illinsie of publiching
Gollections in sories is much bLetter than the ususl practice of issuing
fortuitous volumes.

If I can be of any further aagistonce ia this metter, do not
hesitate o cull upon me.

Avaryose in sur history depurtnent here arpears to be well and
enjoying 1ife at present. You have hemrd, of :ourse, that we are going
“to loseé Duncalf. We ssem to have all kinds of “rouble with our medieval
history men. We had a short vieit from Jameson a week nr so ago when he
wes on hie way back to Washington from deliverirg w series of lectures at

Wisconsin.
Give my best regurds to lrs. Ford and the Kreya.

Very truly yours,




@he University of Minnesnta
Graduate Schonl
Minneapolis

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
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418 Lincoln liall, Urbana, Illinois

May 4, 1914

Dean Guy S. Ford,
University of linnesota,

Minneapolie, Minn,
Ky dear Mr. Ford:=

I am sending you enclosed the promised copy of
Alvord's paper read at the Conference of Historical Societies
last december. MNo speciml significence iz to be attached to
the color of the peper upon which it is printed.

Cordinlly yours
; & ]




418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois

vay 7, 1914

Dean Guy 5. Ford,
University of Minnesota,

Yinneapolis, Minueeota,
Dear lir. Ford:=-

Many thanks foir your kiwd words sbout the bibliography.
Ure Alvord and I were both very nuch interested in the doocument
with referesce to the Minnesota Historical Svciety, and hope %that
something will come out of it. We felt highly flattered by the

phrase which you gave to the work Geing done in Illinpis. [The docu=-

meut puts thinges very plainly and makes out a very good case. It

would ssem as though it ought to have some effect, but Mr. Alvord
thinks that Upham is 2o intrenched that thers will not be much
likelihood of doing anything until he is elimirmted.

Sincersely yours,




The University of Minnesnta
Graduate School
Minneapuolis

OFFICE OF THE DEAN June 15th,
1 9.1 4

Monday, 9: & m,

lly Desr Buck:

I heve just got in off the train and want to send
you just & line that will catch the earliest meil.

I sincerely hope for our sskes and especially for
your own thet you will give this opportunity cereful consid-
eration. The point that is in my mind is that if you con=
tinue at Illinois on your present status, you will by the
very nature of the work you are doing, be classed in & few
yeers with the men who are doing archivel and library work as
8 career. That means more or less of a barrier (unless you
heve deliberstely chosen this work) which must be surmounted
in getting back intoc acedemic work and a teaching position,
perticularly if in the course of these years you feel com-
pelled to decline offers from institutions such es lMinnesotsa.
This decision and others to stey on in your present work will
put you in time behind the renk you might expect to attain
and tend to meke institutions where vaceancies come) up, feel
that you ere fixed in a work thet gives you opportunity to
show one of the desired guelities, but robs you of the oppor-
tunity to show in eny large measure your qualities &s =&
teacher. This letter they would have to take into account
if they thought of offering you what in a few added years you

would consider an adequate salary and rank. That leaves it to




Illinois to open the opportunity in academic work to you,
With as many men aheed of you in American History as they
have there, thet will be difficult for them, even with the
intentions in the world and every reason for desiring
it. DNevertheless, it will be their possibilities upon
vhich you will heve to depend to what I should consider a
perilous degree.

If you ever went to find a posit&on in University
work I doubt if you could ask 2 better opportunity. 1In &
University of the rank of Minnesota you a given & good start
with no one ahead of you and the whole situation in American
History open before you and every reason for the department
and institution to help you in every opportunity towards
research and academic advencement., If you were to ask an
opening made to order you could not think of meny better con-
ditions than those thus opened before you. Ve need you and
appreciate you and are in a position to show it better than
eny institution I can think of.. If you will consider the
possibilities in American History in any instituion to which

you would care to go, you cannot parallel the prospects here,

You cannot even, short of the unexpected, see any institution

which you would consider, which will have the possibility of

an opening you would consider. That leaves it to the depart-
mentel situation of Illinois to meet your expectations and if
you have continued with them and the few possible places such

es liinnesota are filled, there will be no longer the spur of




oL,
competition to urge your merits upon them. The other alter-
native is the continuation of your present work by the Survey
being made permanent. That is problematical and if it were
not, the second question you must decide is as to this work as
e career,

I feel distinctly that this is a decision of more
importance to you than any you will be called upon to make for
some time. To have turned down the liinnesota offer is not a
thing alone and by itself, but relates itseld to all other
opportunities for which you might in time be gled to be con=-
sidered - and none of them will be better thab this or offer
what in a few years you mey attain right here,

I don't think an equal monetary offer from Illinois
is equal - they will be putting you up and we will be just

1

starting you in with a clear field. WVhat and when they will
do for you if they advence yuu $450 you cen balence for your-
self against what we are doing to stert with under considera-
tiors such &s I have presented.

I have written this from your point of view, because
you surely want to make this decision from the point of view
of your own advantage in the long run, and that is the kind of

& run we all plsn to make,

Sincerely,

Goeti 7.




The Mniversity of Minnesots

Gradmate Srhonl
Minurapnlis

OFFICE OF THE DEAN June 22nd,
1914
Professor Solon J. Buck,
Lincoln Hall,
University of Illinois,
Urbane, Illinois.
I’y Dear Buck:

We are all greatly pleased to know that you
have decided to come to us, and I feel thet it is not
only e wise decision for us, but equelly so for you,
and which wisdom will be evident in the long run.

I should have written you &t once, except that I have

weilted for the following letter, hoping that in it you

might elso indicate any substitutions you wanted to meke
in the program prepsred for lr. Anderson. This I could
embody in the Graduate School Announcement of the advanced
courses and even if they were to arrive at once, in the
undergraduete pamphlet. I have waited for the first mail
this morning before writing you, but nothing hes come.

I shell be ebout here most of the time until the first of
August, &end sheall be glad to be of any service that I can

to you when you come to msking your plans for next yesar.

Sincerely,zzh%{a%?——h—ﬁ——_:z:dL\
W/&'\__-

Since writing the esbove I have received your letter.
I expect to be here until the end of this week and
then I shall tske & week off end be beck agein
later. If I change my plans sabout this particular
week I shell telegraph you, otherwise you mey expect
to find me here till Saturday.} o

M Z
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN

The Wniversity of Minnesnty

Graduate School
Mineapnlis

July 17th,

1914

Mr. S. J. Buck,
418 Linceoln Hall,
Urbane, Ill.
Dear lir. Buck:

I have received your list of books
end em having it checked up. llissing entries
will be orderd et once. ©So far as we have gomne
all of them are here., If you desire to make

& chenge in the text book let me Know at once, and

if the book deelers have not already ordered

Bessett, the substitution can be made.

I am sending the essentials of your
gtatement concerning the kind of flet or duplex
which you would be glad to have, to two or three
of the resl estate agents and asking them to com-
municete with you at Urbene, if they have anything
of that character to offer.

I will notify the book stores to have
on hend copies of Turner's list of references in

the History of the Vest.

Sincerely,

GSF:FP




418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinols,

= L0

July 20, 1914.

Dean Cuy Stanton TFord,
University of¥innesota,

Minneapolis, Minn.,

am in receipt of your letter of July 17,

~44 L

mach 61l you have been doing for me.

and apprecicte very

If the book dealers have not already ordered Bassetit's

I would like to have them order Fish's Development

There ics not a great difference

L4

between the two books, and I can use Bassett's without any

difficulty, if it has been ordered.

incerely yours,




Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois,

Cean Guy Stanton Tord,
University of Minnesota,

Minneapolis, Minnesota,

Deer Mr. Ford:

You see I will have to trouble you again. VWhen I wac in
Minneapolis; Nr. Allin téld me thnat he thought I could secure the
apartment above his in the People's Flats. The apartment was very

attractive, and the reason 1 did not take it up further then was

the fact that it wa: on the third f@oor. It is getting rather late,

however, and I sm inclined to take it now, if it is still avallable,
and if nothing better turne up in the meantime. I déntended to write
to tr. Allin about it, but 1 have just discovered that the summer
school there closec this week, and I suppose he will be gone before
a letter could reach him.

If it is not too muich trouble, will you get in touch with the
owner of this apartment house and find out definitely if I could
secure this apartment. The rent,] understand is forty five dollars
a month.

I received a letier from Mr. Campbell the other day, but none
of the apartments which he offered is just what I want.

PREREIV I Colgrn i oo EPﬁjigou kindly let me know the name and
address of the firm which handled your household goods in Minne=-

apolis? k
I want to get in touch with them before long. 1 think




3 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois,

July 23, 1914.

Dean Guy Stanton Ford,

University of Minncsota,

Minneapolis, Minnesota,

Dear Mr. Ford:

You will see
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8 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Iliffhois,

July 25, 1914,
T'v’-.:i an GU}' e :"-’OI"(J. )
Unlversity of Minnesota,

Minneapolics, Minnesota,

Your note of July 24 just received. 1 suppose
Mrs. Methews' book has been, or will be ordered. It is quite
essential for my course in the History of the West. In look-
ing up ¥inot in the (uide, you evidently mistook the succecding
reference for a continuﬁhion. I took the reference from
Bassett, and I find on lookinsg it up in lLarned that the title
should be, History of the Iésurrectinn in Massuchugetts in

the book wac first published in Worcester in 1788, and

Luere was a second edition, Boston, 1810. I suppose there is
not much prospect of the library being able to pick up so old
a book as this in a limited time. I judge from the note in

larned that 1t is the moet valuable work on Shays' Rebellion.

Sincerely yours,

5.J.B.EVG




we will arrange to have our e:ir leave here sometime between the
15 and 20 of August.

I am planning to spend the interval before its arrivel in
Madison. Duncalf will be there, and has asked me to stay with them.
I do not intend to do any work to speak of while in Madison, but

hope Lo get a little rest.

I should be glad to know definitely which textbook will be

used in the ceneral course in American History, so that I can make
my plans acecordingly.

sincerely yours,
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The University of Minnesnta

Cuollege of Srience, Literature, and the Arts
Minneapnolis

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

August <8th,

1914

Desn Guy Stanton Ford,
University of liinnesota.
Minneeapolis, liinnesotea.
My Dear Ford:

lir, Clarence Lowell came to confer with me
sbout the possibility of geining credits by examina-
tion for work which was sterted at Yele, eand which
he proposes to continue by private study. I agreed
with him, after going over the matter carefully, to

thet he be permit-

ted to take en examination on History 6 (new style)
3 credits. This should cover the period from 1815 to
1865. Also an exemination for 2 credits in American

-

History from 1881 to 1914. Finelly en exemination
for 2 credits for & portion of my old course No. 7.
For this work I should require of him thet he should

stand en examinetion upon thie following works:

First, lLeadison's Debate in the Federalist Convention.

Second, }adarrliatj. Third, Farrend's liaking of the
Vo

Constitution; Beard's Hconomic Interpretation of the
Constituion and the Debates in State Conventions of

1788 as given in Blliotit's Debates for the following
o

stetes: 18 Virginia and New York.,

P4
C{‘ __,”{___'_ o

A




The University of Minnesnta
@uollege of Srience, Literature, and the Arts

Minueapolis

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

September 3rd
- )

1l 914

Professor Solon J, Buck,
109 Library Building,
University of liinnesotea.
Dear Profaessor Buck:

I am pessing on to you this letter
of Professor Anderson's concerning lir, Lowell.
p it where you cen get it when lr. Lowell
presents himself for the examination, &8s you

4+

will heve to make out the questions.

Sincerely,

1 &_ =g
7 g Ao 7P L.

[
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The uiversity of Minnesnta

Graduute Hehool
Minneapolis

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

October 2, 1914

Prof. Solon J. Buck,
219 Library Hall,
Minneapolis, linnesota.
Dear Prof. Buck:
I am much obliged to you for your @raft
of a possible law governing the Minnesota Historical

Society work. I should like to go over your draft with

you and make it the basis of a letter to Mr. Ames, suggesting

its substance to him in a form which they themselves might
fl)
work upon and present as an historieal\matter.

1f we do not get to it before next Sunday,
I think a short conference would bring out the best way of
getting the essential ideas before Mr. Ames,

Sincerely,

%Aﬂ/ @h@ﬁu,




Notob-» &, 1914,
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Che fniversity of Minnesnty

Graduate School
Mimieapolis

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
October 1l6th,
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Nevember
i 91
President George L. Vineent,
University of Minnesotsa.
Dear President Vincaent:
There are two matters that I want to send you a

hurried memorendum 2bout, The first iz that Dr, Buck and 1
have talked over the finaneial arrangements invelved if he

gives pert of his time to the Historieal Sogciety, He has

the computation on which we figured out that if they car-

ried two-thirds of his salary for the rest of this yeer, it
will leave us approximately $950 to take eare of substitute
work, I think we ean do it by paying the substitute on the
monthly basia, dating from the beginning of his servises
until its aetual coneclusion, Any arrangement that gives us
approximately this sum will be satisfactory to me from the
Lepartmental standpeint, and I will undertake with it to see
that our eless work goes on satisfactorily.

The seednd matter is in connection with Dr, Folwell'
8ix lectures on Minnesote History, whieh are to be given the
latter part of this month &nd the first week in December,
When I talked with him last summer 1 gathered the impression
that he did not have the question of compensation in mind and
reeall his suggesting that it might furnish ambarassment in
econnection with the faet that he was receiving the Carnegie
Pension. Today however, in talking about the final arrange-

ments he stated very openly that he expected to be well paid,




I should be embarassed if & reasonable sum, say $100 eould
not be placed st his diaposel as a honararium, I am so un-
certain about just how this ean ve done that I am withholding
publie enncuncements of the final arrangements until it is
perfectly elear, I have authorized Dr, Buek to start the
publieity campaign end take eare of other matters, if out of
eny fund you ean see it possible thet we ean take care of the
sum I have suggested. Will you tell Dr, Buck tomorrow morne
ing at ycur conference with him what you think ean be done
about it and he will be gulded aceordingly in going forwerd
with the matter,

Sineerely,

T ool

/
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February 13, 1915

De=n Guy S. Ford

Univeraity of Mimmesota

Hinneanpt

Dear Mr. Ford:=-
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The University of Minuesota
@ollege of Sricuce, Literature, aud the Arts

Minneapuolis

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

April 7th,
19156
History Department:
Desar Oirs:
I have just beon informed that the
prige cesays of $560 and H25 respectively, given
by lir, li. V. Jones of the Journal, have become

te ull practicel purposes, Historioal Frizeas,

Ky, Jonos desires that the essays show and be

Judged upon their historical contribution,
Pleage keep this in mind and we will make it the
subject of & conferance, in order to seo that
some good essays will be in,

Sincerely,










The University of Minnesnty

Graduate School
Minnrapolis

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Dr, 8, J. Buck,

Minnesota Stete Historical Society,

Seint Paul, Minnesota.
Dear Dr. Buck:

Please write a letter of endorsement of lr,
Frenklin Holbrook tc Principal E. A, Case, Windom High

School, Willimeantic, Conn,




Dean Guy S. Ford,
University of Minnesota,:
Minneapolis, Minn.
My Dear Dean Ford:
I have your note requesting me to write a letter

of endorsement of M¥r. Holbrook. I have done the best 1

could for him without overstiraining my conscience.

L

Sincerely yours,




L 81 1016

The University of Minnesota

Graduute Srhool
Minurapolis

July 30th,
OFFICE OF THE DEAN
1.9 15
Dr, 8. J. Buek,
State Capitol.

Dear Dr, Buck:
Pleese accept my thanks for the reprint of

your Bibliographical article. I think I have already told

you that I think these are among the best things, which

the Review is putting out.

Sincerely,

D G T oSy
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