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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
Champaign, Ill., Sept. 27, 1915.

My dear Buck:

Your letter of recent datg and a copy of Ungdommens Ven have been received
and I was glad to get both. No,I did not expect to start anything when I
wrote about that Scandinavian material, but I am glad that I did write, as
it brought suc@agood news. | have mentioned that matter to a number of men
during the past,)years,--Scandinavians who I thought might be interested, but
to no great purpose; and I am very glad that you have gone ahead with the
plan.

Champaign and Urbana are at peace, though now and then I meet a mah who
wants to fight Germany. By the way, one Mr. Gillet has been added to the
German department as professor of comparative literature, and he is a Belgian.
I am told that the head of the department seriously doubted the ability of
a Relgian to teach Germanics, and I presume he will find it hard to drill
students on "Deutschland Uber alles.”

The department of history has a heavy enrollment, especially in the ele-
mentary courses; my introductory course in kEnglish history has 135 students--
it had about 55 last year at this time. Another result of the war, perhaps.
Tith best wishes for the year just begun, [ am

Yours sincerely,

d:ma~w~ﬂwbu'hA, £}a-uvuxd :
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M o

Mr. S« Je Buck,
Urbana, Ill.

Sirte

Will vou kindly favor us with a check for £25.00 for work

done during the early part of Auguste.

Yours truly,
Leett Bros, Ince

[




The University of Minnesota
@nllege of Srieuce, Literature, and the Arts

Minveapnlis
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
Saptembar 24, 191
aat Brothanrs,
Washington, T.
Gentlemen:

-

0F Senptamber 4th with raferancs to

12 Orxagon Trail Journsy has just reached

me and T am rsturning the cony 4o wvou as raquessted.
I am in renelint a13n0 of a9 1letter requasting "a cheek
for 325.00 for work Aons Auring tha aqrly dart of Lugust.”
As I know of no guch work, I assume that this lstisr was sent

me by misiake or rafers to cony of the Dregon Trall.

Vary trily ¥ours,
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416 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois.

January 13, 1914,

Hon. J. Hamilton Lewiso,
U. 8. Senate,
Washington, D. C.
Dear Bir:-
As you doubtless know, the last Legislature of the Btate of
1llinois established a Centennial Cormmission to make plans for the celebra-
tion of the centennial of the admission of iIllinois to the Union in the

year 1918, The Publication Committee of this centennial has asked me to

prepare a volume on Illinois in 1618, to be issued us & preliminary publica=-
tion of the Commission. Huch of the material which Y wish %o use in this
volume is to be found in the varicus archives of ths Unitsd states Govern=-
ment, at Washinglon. llspent the first week in January looking up some of

this material, and located numercus documents of which it will be necessary

to secure copies, Vvhenever possible it is our intention to have these

copies made by & new photogrephic process which ie now used very extensively
for this purpose. The Library of Congress ie equipped with & photostut
for making these reproductions, in some cuses, however, it will probably
be necessary to have gimply typewritten copies made. In any case all of
the material collscted is %o be deposited in the I1llincis State liistorical
Library, and it will be of considerable value to the future students of
the higtory of the state,

when in Washington I made arrangements with Mr. Leo Stock of the
Uepartment of Historical Research, of the Carnegie institution, to tuke
charge of the work of securing these transcripis for me, As he may have

some difficulties in inducing the officials in churge of some of the docu~




Hon. J. Hamilton Lewis
-.2”
January 14, 1914,

ments to allow theim to be copied, it has occurred to me that you as a
United States Senator from the State of Illinois could be of aspistance to

hinm in overcoming guch obstacles. I have thersfore sent to r. Slock a

letter of introduection to you, end instructed him to call upen you in

cage he needs such aseistancs. Any help which you can give him will be
deeply appreciated by me und by the Centennial Commission.

Very itruly yours,

S. J. B.JUS




418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois.

February 16, 1914.

The l.ewis Publishing Conmpany,
542 South Dearborn Street,
Chicagn, Illinois.
Gentlemen:=-
1 am in receipt of your note of ¥Vebruary 13th, with

reference to the set of the listory of Southern Illinocis, which

you state you are holding for the University of illinois in accord-

ance with our request of September 23rd., In reply to that request,
you wrote on September 25th to the effect that you would hold the
set for a few weeks awaiting our order. We then expected to have
funds available for books in a very short time, but our expeﬁtuiiona
failed to materialize, and it was only about two weeks ago Lhal the
appropriation was made., About the same time we were offered a set
of the History by a second hund dealer at $7.50, and us so long a
time had elapsed, we were in considerable doubt as to whether you
were holding your set for us, and so took the opportunity to gei
this set. In view of the demand which you mention for sets of this
work, 1 assume that you will have mo difficulty in disposing of it.
I regret, however, that we put you to any inconvenience in this
connection.

Very truly yours,

8. J. B./us




418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois

April 30, 1914

Lewls Publishing Company,
542 South Dearborn Street,

Chieago, Illinois.
My dear Sirs:=-

Wre Ellis i, Usher of wilwaukee informs me that
you have recently published a history of Visconsin brepared Ly
BRESINE11 you kindly inform me if you can furnish a copy of
thie work for the library of the University of Illinois, and if
80 a4t what price,

Very trudy yours,

;:—-I vIc 3 f]_-r:_

e W




PRESIDENT, CHAS. F. AMIDON, FARGO VICE FRESIDENT, C. B. LITTLE, BISMARCK
SECRETARY, O. G. LIBBY, GRAND FORKS TREASURER, J. L. CASHEL, GRAFTON

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OF

NORTH DAKOTA

TRUSTEE OF THE STATE
UNIVERSITY, NORTH DAKOTA

November 19, 1914
Solon J. Buck,
S8ec. and Supt. State Historical Society,
8t. Paul, Minnesota.
Dear Sir:-

Yours of November 17th at hand. I congratulate
you heartily on your new position, of which I waes informed
in the Minneapolis papers. We shall all léok forward to
the new policy with the greatest anticipation. Your have
an opportunity which comes to few men and I am sure you will

make the most of it.

I shall be Bhad to discuss Professer': Woodburn's

paper at Chicago.

Very truly yours,




Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul.

November 24, 1914.

Professer 0.C. Libby,
University of North Dzkota,
Grand Forks, North Dagkota.

My dear Mr. Libby;-
I mant to thank you for your kind cone

eratulations on my recent gppointment. I, too, consider

big opportunity and will do my best to take advane

Ed o
it a

tage of it, and promote the interests of history in the

northwest.

Sincerely yours




December 16, 1914
Professor 0.G. Libby,
University of N.D.
Grand Forks, N.D.
Dear Mr. Libby:-
I am sending you enclosed a copy of an
outline of the paper which Professor Woodburn will
read at the Conference of Historical Societies and which
you have agreed to discuss.
Professor Woodburn states that he has been too busy
to write the paper as yet, tut that this outline will
give an indication of what he intends to say. It is

expected that the paper will take about fifteen minutes,

and the discussion will be limited to ei~ht minutes for

each spepker.

Sincerely yours




February 8, 1915

Professor 0.G. Libby

University of North Dakota

Grand PForks, N.D.

Dear Mr. Libbyte-

I am sending you enclosed a copy of the
stenographic report of your remagks in the discussion
of Professor Woodburn's naper at the Conference of
Historical Societies. I will appreciate it Very much
if you will make such changesa or corrections as you may
desire snd return it to me at your earliest convenience.
Leland has asked me to compile the report of the conferdénce
as soon as nossible.

Sincerely yours




THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA

GRAND FORKS
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY Post Address, Univemity, North Dakota

February 11, 1915.

Superintendent Solon J. Buck,
State Historical “ociety,
St. Paul, Minnesota.
My dear Superintendent Buck:
I have already mailed you the corrected copy of
the report of my discussion in connection with Professor

Woodburn's paper at the Conference of State Historical

Societies.

VYery truly yours,




416 1.incoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois.

January 14, 1914,

Frofessor larl ow Lindlaey,
Karlham College,
Richmond, Indiana.
My desr Lindley:-
I notice in the American Historical Review for July
a statement to the effect that your report on the Indian urchives
has been published. Will you kindly inform me as to where this
was published and how 1 could obtain a copy.

Yours very truly,

870, B/NS




Zarlham College
Department of History and Puolitical Seience
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418 lincoln }all, Urbane, Illinois.

January 22, 19214,

Professor Harlow Lindley,
Rarlham Collego,

Richmond, Iundianra.
Ky dear lir. Lindley:-

I want to thank you for the separate of your report on
the archives of Indiana, and also for the bulleiin of the Irdiana
State Library containing your article on Indiana history and
archives. 1 am glad to know that there is a prospect of more
progress along these lines in Indiana. We are of course very much
interested in the hietory of Indianz Territory, especially Lefore
the separation of Tllinois in 180%, und I am in hopes that sometime
we will find considerable material for our purposes in the Indiana
archives,

Very truly yours,

§. J. B./MS
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418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, I}}inois.

April 18, 1914,

Dr. Harlow Lindley, Director,
Department of [listory and Archives,
Indlana State Librury, Indiampolis, +nd,
Ire Lindlepa-
received your letter of April 1lth, together with the
enclosures,; for which I am vaery much obliged. 'They reached me

juet in time to be noeted in article on historicunl activities




April 19, 1915
Professor Harlow Lindley
Barlham College
Richmond, Ind.
My dear Mr. Lindlel-
I am vreparing for tie June number of the

Mississippi Valley Historical Heview an article on "Historical

o maaan

Activities in the 01d Northwest" during the past year, gimilar
to the one published in the Review for June 1914. <#ny infor-
mation which you dan furnish me on the situation in Indiana,
especially with reference to the stale archives, and the work
of the state library, will be greatly appreciated.

SBome of my headings arc "Acquisition of ¥aterials",
"Historical Meatings", Documentary or Monographic Works! pube

23]

1ishsd or in nreparation. <+he report é;li have to Le in
Professor Alvord's hands in a couple of wecks, 80 that the in=
formation on order to be o se¢ o me should be seni at your
eacliest convenience.
By the way, W 111 vouw arrange %9 have %B&‘;"a 1%
the Inédiana State Library (I am not sure thatl is une exact
title) sent to me regularly, or ruther to the Minnescta Hiastorical

Saclety? I used to receive it personally, but have not had a

copy since 1last summer. The back file would also be appreciated,

i %na ig availahle.

* Sineerely yours




Indiana State Library
Desmancuus C, Browx, Librarian

Department of Indiana History and Archives

Hanvow Lixorey, Director 5 /
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Indiana State Library

Demarcuvs C, Broww, Librarian

Department of Indiana History and Archives
Harvrow Lixprey, Director
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br. J.C. Litzenberg
¥inneapolis, Minn.
¥y dear Dr. Litzenberg:-
This is e remind you that you

are to talk on the proposed Mayo Affiliation at g

Harvard luncheon at the Minnesota 8lub, St. Paul,

next Tuesday , March 30, at 12:30 P.H.

Sincerely yours




The Uninersity of Minnesota

The Medical School
Minneapolis

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY




J.C., Litzenbverg

Minreapnlis, Kinn.
By desr Dr. Iitzenbergie

You venished so suddomi¥y
at the Commercial Club laat Tuesday that 1 did not
have sn opportunity to thank you for coming over to
k to the Harvard men on the Hayo Affiliation.

There wns certainly need of light on the
subject from your noint of , and 1 am sure that
;

the men who wers »n t see that the proposition is

decidedly different from wha 8 presented to them the

week hefore.
I was sorry not 22 you again =
2y e
"

left you talking wi b arruthers {

vhen I returned,




;(iill

SNDAYHL-

b
V4 ERE LW

t Tuesday and

pointe wiiich yau

UCCERS,




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
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AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

(Organized in September, 1884, Incorporated by Act of Congress, 1889.)

WILLTAM A. DUNNING, President, New York City WALDO G. LELAND, Secrefary, Carnegie Institution, Washington

ANDREW C. MCLAUGHLIN, Fivst Vice-President, Chicago CLARENCE W. BowEeN, Treasurer, New York City

H. MORSE STEPRENS, Second Vice-President, Berkeley, Cal. CHARLES H. HASKINS, Secrefary of the Council, Cambridge, Mass.
A. HowaArD Crark, Cwralor, Smithsonian Institution, Washington

GENERAL COMMITTEE
FREDERIC L. PAXSON WiLLIaM K. Boyp W. Rovy SMItH
CLARENCE S. PAINE PIERCE BUTLER DAvVID D. WALLACE
Isaac J. Cox FREDERIC DUNCALF W. G, LELAND
ARTHUR I. ANDREWS JuLia A, FrLiscH H. W. EDWARDS
MoORGAN P. ROBINSON

ADJUNCT MEMBERS FOR NEW ENGLAND
MasoNy W. TYLER A. D. WETHERELL ELSTE D. FAIRBANKS
ORrRRIN C. HORMELL BLANCHE LEAVITT James G. McDONALD
N. 5. B. Gras




AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

(Organized in September, 1884. Incorporated by Act of Congress, 1880.)

WILLIAM A, DUNNING, President, New York City Warpo G. LELAND, Secrefary, Carnegie Institution, Washington

ANDREW C, MCLAUGHLIN, First Vice-President, Chicago CLARENCE W. BoweN, Treasurer, New York City
H, MORSE STEPHENS, Second Vice-FPyesident, Berkeley, Cal. CHARLES H. HASKINS, Secrefary of the Council, Cambridge, Mass.
A, HOWARD CLARK, Cwralor, Smithsonian Institution, Washington

GENERAL COMMITTEE
FrREDERIC L. PAXSON Wirriam K. Boyp W. Roy SMITH
CLARENCE S. PAINE PIERCE BUTLER DavIip D. WALLACE
Isaac J. Cox FREDERIC DUNCALF W. G. LELAND
ARTHUR I. ANDREWS Juria A. FLiscH H. W. EDWARDS
MORGAN P. ROBINSON

ADJUNCT MEMBERS FOR NEW ENGLAND
Mason W. TYLER A. D. WETHERELL
OrrIN C, HORMELL BLANCHE LEAVITT

N. 8. B. Gras

ELsie D, FAIRBANKS
James G, McDONALD




JAMES GROVER McDONALD
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF EUROPEAN HISTORY
INDIANA UNIVERSITY

415 WEST FIRST STREET
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CHICAGO
BOSTON

DALLAS
ATLANTA

SAN FRANCISCO

COLLEGE DEPARTMENT

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
LONDON
I’[}BI.‘ISI’IERS BOMBAY

. CALCUTTA
64-66 FI1FTiI AVENUE MELBOURNE

TORONTO

NEw YORK

June 29,1914

Prof. S5, J. Buck,
418 Lincoln Hall,

Urbana, I1l.

Dear Sir:-

We have at hand your letter of the 23rd inst.,
and in response to your request, take pleasure in sending
you, under separate cover, copies of Bassett's "A Short
History of the United States™ and Beard's "Contemporary
American History".When you have had an opportunity to ex-
amine the books carefully enough to determine their availability
for use as texts in your courses, we shall consider it an

especial favor if you will be kind enough to advise us as to

your decision regarding their introduction.

Thanking you in advance for this courtesy, we remain,

Very truly yours,

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY.
College Departm gt.%

Ah=




MAacMILLAN COMPANY

CHICAGO LONDON

BOSTON IJ[J'BLISHERS BOMBAY

DALLAS CALCUTTA

ATLANTA 64~-66 FIFTH AVENUE MELBOURNE
SAN FRANCISCO TORONTO
NEw YORK

COLLEGE DEPARTMENT - . -Tuly 11 ) 1914,

Prof. Solen J, Buck,
418 Lincoln Hall,
Urbana, Illinois,
DPar Sirie

We have at hand your letter of July 6th, in
acknowledgment of the receipt of Bassett's SHORT HISTCRY
CF THE UNITED STATES and Beards' (CONTEMPCRARY AMERICAN

HISTCRY, and wish to thank you for giving the books your

ettention, We are glad to know that they imPressedyou

favorably at first sight, and we shall be pleased if, on
further considération, you find that you can give them a
trial as texts in your courses, We shall , too, be under
obligations to you for the kindness of advising vs of vour
final decision in regard to the introduction of these books.
Thanking you for this courtesy, we are,
Yours very truly,

THE MACMILLAN CCMPANY,
College Department,

i




SPRINGFIELD PuBLIc ScHooLs
HUGH S. MAGILL.JR.. SUPERINTENDENT
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Mr. Solon Justus Buck,
University of Illinois,
rbana, Illinois,

Dear Doctor Buck

I wish to acknowledge re-
eipt of your book entitled "The
ranger Movement",

Please accept my thanks
for the same.

truly,

s
gg///rrff//a &, /W// /’
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

University Club

October 12, 1914.

Dr. Solen J. Buck,
Department of History,
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

My dear Buck:

The University Club at its stated meeting held
last Saturday evening instrucied me by a unanimous
vote to express to you its great regret at your
withdrawal from the University and its deep sense
of appreciation of the valuable services rendered
by you in the position of Secretary.

Assuring you of my own personal regards and
best wishes for your future welfare, I remain

Sincerely yours,

>,
Sty

/

President /
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JANIEL M. Gorpon, M.A., D.O,, LL.D,,
PRINCIPAL
Geo. Y. CHOWN, B.A

REGISTRAR w0 QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY,

TREASURER,
i 7)’/ .}/ / ﬁ ,{;
- f,\‘,:y ()/f’ 7

. ff—& ; 0.

- A - Z .di{./-t_M/ :{_'_fw.h._r’_ I ECe <o /j/‘ ’/)‘L'L ﬂ _4“‘" .
- . Sthe Ko 4P

mﬂ-?f"tw,u& /4—- g {JK(_ 5‘7;"\."_;-{_/_' o
; Ca-c Aol Sl ., .

Un Cen Ea—et_ -{:—{g«_ Ze =7
e, O o 't‘?; Méryr, R
Vs era R /*u&c'
o
(0 S0 W{&f _-/y - e, Preze ..

bz e — e
Fr_& . 7 ¢
{ __'/—{,_‘?/ Sa ~ g2 Fe = A
P

z V. P -
s D% é(_._/f. & = Cen ()é_f-

"/ /{um,.éff"

Mférm

ﬂ/w‘yi - " x - 7 f/ . 3
. - ; /7
. (’Tﬁ l_ %_C(L?-’L_ 2wy ‘)é- w
C’f:ﬁ’- < .4.54_?— /‘é A& L—L £—-\" =~ / zfﬁ “

Rl e & e fLovs i pré - b ¥ I },2 2

f.' e o V-8 / - - -
ﬁw/ﬁ C—’\L’{d ‘./ Mt ety P B Ry BT _ﬂé—ﬂ-—ﬂ— M‘(_

e Lo e Fliotog




-1 o

A @Q’{j/ X 78"
W %’799-,-@ f: - 24¢ b//\ ‘é;";

She. A
é,
ébﬁo L e

V= » =7 WSy
7 ~F

oot ¢ X




418 Lincoln tiall an X}

earmnin
LW Al 44 L4

reference to the

g -
I can only

I presume you ecan find in them somé itional references

Yiography Ihe ‘only ¢opy of it i hl AV e en i n the

Harvard Collefe Library; you doubtless have & copy of 1 Regretting

no particul xs8ist: L0 you, I remain,

L

vincerely yours,

o




418 Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Illinois,

J (8] }y :: j.. » l,(_a 1‘.". .




: .:}.z.(_e, /:7
,._’% w/’{ .{/_.;,... Y o - ;}

7 = //; /{ Y ,{Qw A

i

2‘ / NP S R o Bmiigen
&n} ne /,Q,a[.,J e e 7“ =
Lrcie Pngoitanned I o gl

I W, | : =
e e

loed
7 ‘ |
' 4 U2 >t (Z’i o

::f.L-;‘ ~
L _f
_&/é/r‘t / -t (}{l@ i

..r_pi-é':‘! /;L.«

= X’/jé}
S

&
’

Lt as T can

j;./z_/ Lo A Va

ol b st LS L2

J




i JF ‘/3 'g?v c _.-a'_...i':f{_p 17 - A C g A T / < /,/q._,u_- -

(ﬁ e+l atn ov—Aas P P LN Dﬂ-_xn:j» /_2) b il

’{ u‘?"’? Lo { L/‘ Zé S in—< C (ff a_ o>

7 «/ { s /f

/2. ”iﬁ—r«»h‘» Can ":- o B ¢-}/ Lt € CAla = o

. — 7 - — f V. q
NV s / ! s (¢ éé' /LLMz P g

A4 . s f
S o 7 -
AT o - ‘_(_.&._-{_.—rm..d.-&?c‘ L~ / Lo g £ -—-Z‘ s 2.—{.4__('_‘{?4;3__—-3- )

P2 [4 o . (.'.2.1..‘—/(’ Ay~ e e {“.4_.._..?- _:,2,4‘_/ = g8 7 J (,4_#—( =~

T T

‘. F . . ’ ' -'j . -
S 0E [Qﬁv 22 conal ’ é»’i‘-**—‘/ Lo DA - T T B T ErCse
7

_;‘-& ’ J M me ‘jﬁ/v; :1 //r, /€ X{f —{,"z/f

D LSETC a‘ezd( 2 /‘; Eik Qv &_.4_..(_,_,};_: _.r-’)-t.-"{;_ - J:/ Dakl

Al Feore Jﬂ-«/ ‘é'/'l-‘ A SrreR e & /.v( RE =D ,f 4‘6‘,_\_1_,(__4_“_,‘_ e

W il
( .‘Lﬂ"“l.--ﬂ"‘).ﬂ“} " ‘/],._f & /w (‘_,’ g ":1/

DG A

g I > el x s / 3Loean. ‘d : t"; L= W RO

7
e é'/ ?< “9/—"@@{ ¥4 . & —\},

LA é?!«-&t—ﬂi/ Qs & L Lo L 4—:" 5 i /-M—;_/ ‘C'ﬂﬂ-«‘.?r_’ -} //JE A/..,
/ 5 7

in 7
JMH& L“f‘f e b tnae a 'f.-.c'.J?a 2.-&:.‘:.{ / g—( = s

: : . P
- if Loty st~ L. L} w__e/ﬁ_ -{...L/ Can e eno w.y o e

b gF

/‘ w / !M—&/‘g. aL Lrvv ,»’( \///.;}ﬁl./é:;;‘. 4 I//ﬂ— xg_ Lo

Irc. Ca ?ﬁ "»-‘Tﬂ A Cerc A 'u l : f'/—-“'*l-:’ j &—"f T o Z’f__é'd‘“" /ﬁr

. ) - p
Jeriiscan: f" /g,gaﬁy-&';-é T S ankl I eomnrae, ﬁ-.a//c.‘ oA oo

ldides siiia
//a.a-ma rél-L P73 1/{ / o
S Srrca e €&




DANIEL M, GOrRDON, M.A,, 0.D., LL.D.,
PRINCIPAL.
Geo. Y. CHOWN, B.A.,

REGISTRAR Ako QUEEN’S UNIVEERSITY,

TREASURER.
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April 5, 1915
Kanager Minnesota Club
St. Paul, Minn.
Dear Bir:ie

A couple of months ago, I was informed

that as 8 member of the Harvard Club, I would be nermitted

to .avail myself of the privileges of the Minnesota

Club on Tuesdasy noons, and to sign slips for meals.

I left my address at the desk with the expectation that
a bill would be sent to me each month. 80 far, however,
I have received no bill.

Very truly yours




The University of Minuesnta
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The University of Minnesota

Minurapolis

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT August 19, 1914.

Professor Solon J. Buck
University of Illinois,
Urbana, Illinois.
My dear Sir:
By authority of the Board of Regents you are
hereby appointed Assistant Professor in the Department
of History begimning August 1, 1914, at a salary of

$2250.

Sincerely yours,

President
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February 13, 1915
Professor E.%. Nicholson
University of Minnesota
iz i as
| Minneapolis, Minn.
My dear Mr. Nicholson:=
In sccordance with your request I
state here my impressions of Mr. W.F. Kellogg and of his
work ih my course, Hiastory Five, last semester.
Personally, ¥r. Kellogg made himself very disagreeable,
both to me and to my sssistant, Miss Brown, by complaints
as to the quantity and charscter of the work of the
course, and by an attitude which can only be expressed
by the word "bumptions®, He scemed tc take an interest
in the course snd to attemot to do the work, but I am
convineed thﬁt4h13 mental abilities are muchk below his
own rating of them. His grades in all of the tests were
barely pasceing. A topic whi-h he handed in waz in such

shepe 28 regards style, spelling, and grammar that it

would Bave been g disgrsce to a grammar school student.

I required him to write it over, but the second draft

was not much of an improvemsnt. The assistant gave him a
PD" on this tonic, although she told me qfterwarda that
had it not been for a feeling that she might be prejudiced

againat him, she would probably have given it an "E",




EE.Ne 2/13/15 =2

I should say that the grade of "D" which lr. Kellogg
received f or the course represents all, if not more than
all, he is entitled to.

Sincerely yours




@he Wniversity of Minnesota

inprsity Extension Sprni
Waimernity Batenston Quvice oo ptonber 935, 1915
Minueapolis

GENERAL EXTENSION DIVISION
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Pr. 8. J. Buok,
e/o State Historical Society,
State Capitol,
St. Paul, Minn.
My dear Mr. Buck:

Dean Ford informs us that you will take
charge of our correspondence courses in American
History, and we are pleased to know this. Please
find enclosed a series of suggestions that we have
drawn up for our correspondence teachers.

We should like to lkmow where students®les-
gons should be sent so as to get the earliest and

promptest attention from you, whether to room 219,

University Librery, or to your office at the State

Capitol. Please let us know.

Yours ftruly,
ENER%% EXTENSION DIVI?EOH

DIRECTOR.




THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
GENERAL EXTENSION DIVISION

SUGGESTIONS FOR CORRESPONDENCE IESTRUCTION
~ Pleese preserve for futurc reference.

Experience here and at other universitics with correspond-
ence instruction or teaching by mail has proved rather aeflnluely
that certaln methods in preparing lessons, handllng the work and
dealing with the students are the best In the interest of e
reasonable uniformity and co—operation, so that thec very best re-
sults mey be obtained from correspondence instruetion, the follow-
ing suggestions are offered to instrucvors of correspondence
courses for careful co.isiderelion and, it is hoped, for ultimate
adoption.

I. Preperation of Lssignments

1. An assignment covers one-fortieth of a 5-credit course,
or one~twenty-fourth of a 3 credit course.

e The first assigument should set forth the ground covered
by the entire course, any special methods of s»udv or report
desireble, text books “OCulTCd (neming cuthor, publlshor ond

price), ud ony optionzl books rocommondod for referenece or
for colleteral rceding. Thesc dircctions should be given in
a preliminary statement preceding the lesson proper.

hould consist of (&) references to required
to collateral reeding (where optional
& topical outline of the meterial
ignment; (d) ony s !CClul topics upon v
requircd ©o report; (e) comments, sugsze
plenctions, Prlt' isms and ;100u10ns Bv the 2
& comprechensive set of questi matcrin
W“Fﬂt, ten to twenly in nqnnor, to be worx d ot
answe ref the svvdent 25 his lesson paper. So fer as
sible uhﬁ 11 t uzstor shovld set suc uestions &8 require
thought ond tl&; on the perev of & student, ovoiding such
as mey be caswered dircetly from the toxt.

4. It is very desircble thot the instructor clweys kee» this

office supplicd with ot lcast two cssignments in cdvence of
the one on which the gtudent mey be working ot eny given time.

.88l ZIMe1 1t

cnd one CO]

: of 2 corrcspond-
ence ¢ lent o .hove on csgignmont _atid u11*3:.1;,?"” ke from
poge-to pege 121 viie texh" ond this Followed by ¢ sct of
questions. The hvmcn Houch is nceds Advice, suggestion,
comment, digscussio: i he Ipd
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7. It will cxpeditc metters in this office if instructors will
olways write legibly and see to it thot the spelling of proper
ncmes ond technical words is cccurate. The use of meny
cobrevictions frequently delcys the tronseription of monu-
seripts on the typewriter. It pays to proof-read a manu-
seript before sending it in.

8. A1l directions to the student should be clear, explicit
and definite.

9. In maeking assignments the instructor should always bear in
mind that he igs deasing with a student who must do without
the vital, perscnzl -orta-% with the teacher. The assign-~
ments should be piaruied with tae limitations of the student,
and of this method or insiruectiaomn, constantly in mind.

19, Of course, it is conceded that not all the above sugges-
tions can be made to apply to all correspondence courses.
The hope is that they will be adopted so far as the nature
of each subject permits.

11. Sample assignments may be examined at this office by any
interested instructor.

II. Correction of Lesson Papers.

1. A clear distinction should be drawn between the correction
of lesson papcrs in corrcspondence instruction and thce grad-
ing of quiz papcrs in residonrce teaching. In the cxamination
of corrcspondcncc lesson papers it is nccessary not only to
corrcet mistakes and indizate errors, but also to do ccn-
structive %Zcaching. It is here that thce absencce of class
room instrucztion must, so for ag rossiblc, bec made up tc the
student. In addition tc such markings as arc customary on 2
quiz papcr. therc should be cepicus interlincar and marginal
cxplanations, criticisms, ccmcen s, onconraging suggestion,
adviecc. Even the marking of mistakes should be accompanied
by explanations fuller thaon ordi«arily required. A good rule
is to remember what would be saia in a class discussion over
the given subjeet mat! and to write the gist of this in o
running commentary cn the manascript.

2. Even 2 paper iree from crrors should not bc handed back
without comment Words of commendatior may be employed,
other points of vicw indizated, comparisons suggested, ond
gtimulating questions osked.




o

The porsonal clement is valuable. Let the student per-
ceive in the notcs on his manuscript the element of sym-
pathy and feel even at & distance the influence of & vigor-
ous and inspiring personglity. It is well for the student
to know that the tecacher has a personal and individual in-
terest in him.

1t is cssontial to successful correspondence teaching
that unbroken -“nierest be meintained. This cannot be done
anless instructore rea? and mark manmseripts and return

them o this off <z prcmpily aal regilarly.

All eorrecboon: ei notes £io21d be made on the manu-
serint, but the grade should 2 put on a separate slip of
paper in the envelcpe cr cise marked on the outside in figures

If the instmetor fiands it necessary to dictate & letter
to the student, the facilities of this office are at his
service. :

It is not claimed that correspondence instruction is as
good @s class room work. But since the correspondence stu-
dent is @lready under a severe handicap, the Univercity is
511 the more obligated to give him the very best instruction
that is compatible with this method of teaching.

A cereful record of the detes of recceipt and return of
manuscrints and of the grades thercon should be kept by the
ingtructor on 2 card provided by this office.
suggestions arc uo Pfored in & spirit cof
eriticism nor iz an cifort to ate to any instructor how
he sheli do his work. This is mere.y &

!

The above

n atteupt to cest

»

the 1ight cof experieace on tihe methols, aims and plans of
corr-spondenze teaching. The -~crdisl cooperation of in-
structors is invited in brirging this work to its highest
cfficiency.

Respecetfully submitted,

THE GENERAL EXTENSION DIVISION

DIRECTOR.




Mr. Richard R. Price,
Director General Extension Division,

Uniyexsity of Minnesoia,

Minneapolis, Minn.

1

My dear Mr. Price:

I am in receipt of vour letter os September 23rd and *The

. \ - . - - " .
%ugneqtlona for correspondence instruction®. If you will send

the lessons to me here I will attend to them as yromptly as
possible.

I emclosefhletter from Mr. Smiley to the Library Commission
which was turned over to me for reply and which contains some

questions from one of the American History Lessgns. 1 have not

replied to the letter and it will probably be well for you to
inform him as to how it came to your hands.

Sincerely yours,




October 7, 1915
ir. Richard H. Price |
Pkrector University Extension Pivision
University of Kinnesota, Minneapolis
ur, ﬁgice:- -

Recently I received from you thres lessons

in U.8. history from Kr. Proctor Enott Smiley. I find

it impossible to do anything with these, however, be-
cause I do not have a set of the questions with
directions 'or the course. I had g set last
turned them over to Mr. Btevenson when he took
and I have not seen them since then.

Sincerely yours




MISSOURI HISTORICAL SOCIETY
- ]
( " ESTABLLSHED I866

 —EPFETTEON MEMORIAL, ST.LOUIS

Dr. Solon Buck
University of

3
Illinois,
Urbana, Illinois

My dear Dr., Buck:

We regret very much to say that
upon ingquiry at the office of the Camegraph Company
as to whether they would make copies of the Forsyth
papers, we learned that they were making preparations
to leave the city and would not be able to accommo-
The Soclety is almost certain that it will
© buy a machine sometime this winter, and if
n no hurry, and can wait, we will make the
as soon as we get the machine. If not,
desire, we will have them typewritten.

Te 1171 1
Very truly yours,

Missouri Historical Society,

m/ Y/ A .:T'(,-.a»a..vw 2

Librarian.
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Normal, Illinois, February 17, 1914,
Dr. Solon J. Buek,
Urbana, Illinois.
My dear Dr. Buck:

I have been going over all my material for
the life of Mr., Fell, carefully. I can see that a Life which
would adequately interpret his unique career would be a far
longer book than I shall have time to write for my thesis;
and it would differ so much from the usual thing that perhaps
you would not feel justified in accepting it when complete.
Ve should at all events find it hard to agree upon a golden
medium between the scientifie exactness which it is your
duty to demand, and that scrt of imaginative interpretation,
based upon close and long study but purposely free from
literalism, which alone can give to the reager a true idea
of the man and his work. It secme best to me, therefore,
to write two lives, one for the setting aown of facts about
Jesse W. Fell, which is to serve as my thesis; and later, I
hope, a more ddequate biography. I shall not try to make the
thesis popular in any way; and with the giving up of an eye
to its reception by people who have only a layman's intérest
in Illinois history, I shall be able to profit a good deal
through the training in striectly historical writing. Don't

you think this my best course?




to find the people who should sign my study list when I was in Champaign

I am writing to Dr. Greene about registration. I was unable

last. If you are in Dr. Greene's office tomorrow, will you sign it
for 101, and so save a few days' time in making it ready for the reg-
istrar?

How long is the average master's thesis? Is it typed on
thesis paper, like the bachelors' theses? I shall try to have a first

draft ready when I go over (on the 7th March) or at least part of it.

Very truly yours,




418 Lincoln Hall, Urbuna, Illinois.

February 21, 1914.

Miss Frunckés M. lMorehouse,
Illinois State Normal University,
Normal, Illinois.

My dear )Miss Vorehouse:=

I an in receipt of your letter of February 17th. I quite
agree with you that the life of ¥r, Fell might be worthy of a longer
book thun you would have time to write for a thesis. I cannot agree with
you, however, that the two should differ escentially in character. The
3g$§khthat there is no neceesary ant k?esi3 between scientific exactnecs
and popular interest is, I believe, b#ﬂed upon a false assumption. The
most populnr American historian was at the same time one of the most
accurate. 1 refer, of course, to Fruncie Parkmun, whose books are probably
read more widely than those of any other Americun historical writer, and
yoet Parkman's histories were us accurate as he was able to make them, not
only in the broader lines, but also as to detmil. Imagination is of
course a necessary equipment for a historian, but it should be a histor-
ical imagination which enables one to put together apparently isolated
facts, and from them deduce accurate conclusions--not the sort of an
imagination which cuauses one to set down as u fact conversations and other
details for which he cannot possibly have evidence, unless ihere had been

a stenographer present at the time when the conversation occcurred. Should

you decide to weave u@&,lstoricnl novel sround the life of lir, Fell, I

would offer no objection whatever, but I think that the practice of includ-

ing imdginative details in a book which is nominally a biography would

neither increase the popularity of the book nor the reputation of the writer.
1 spoke to Professor Greene about "'_ng your study list,

and he said it was not necessary.




Mise Frances )}l. Morehouse
February 21, 1914

Your question about the average length of masters' theses
is a natural one perhaps, but a very difficult one to answer. In the first
place there is no average master's thesis. The thesis is judged on the
basis of the amount and quality of work which it represents, and not on
the busis of number of words or puges. 1 could imagine a very satis-
factory thesis of two or three thousand words, if it represented the
results of an intricate phase of historical research. On the other hand
there are masters' thoses which run to fifty and sixty thoueand words.

It might help you somewhat to know that Niiss Brush's thesis on Owen

Lovejoy, which was very acceptable, contained about thirty thousand words.

I shall be very glud to look over the first draft of your thesis when you
bring it over in larch.

Sincerely yours,
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