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Minnesota Historical Society, S5t. Pgul
November 24, 1914
Mr. Wayne E. Stevéns
Urbana, I1l.

Dear Stevengie

1 received your letter of November lst and
appreciated very much the full report which it contained
of your work.

You h.ve doubtless learned of my recent appointment as
Superintendert of our Historical Society. This will m.ke it
impossiblé for me to do ,ny more work on the Illinois election

tatistice, but I feel sure that you are competent to complete
the volume gnd hope that some satisfactory arrangement can be
for you to do so.

I shall continue my work on the Illinois in 1818 volume and
I appreciate very much the full notes which you sent me on
material in all of the Illinois County Archives. They will doubte
less b& of great .ssistance to me when 1 get that work under

W ‘1L)r agZa in .

You have selected a very good subject for your thesis and
J . ¢

one in which I am much interested because of its connection with
Minnesota history.

I hope that it will be possible for me to keep in touch
with your work on this subject and if I can be of \AY 2B8ig=
tance to you, it will give me great pleasure. I am looking fore
ward Xo seeing you agazin in Chicago, and talking over all of these
matters with you.

Sincerely yours
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February 16, 1915
Mr. Wayne . Stevens
709 Veat High St.,
Urbana, Ill.
Dear HMr., Btevensi-~
very much plessed to receive your letter

of February 7, end lesarn of your work and nlans. for the future.
I think that there is little doubt but whst you would e given
a-fellowship at Illinois next year
before, 1 do ncot think 1L & s ab for a man to tnke a2ll three
years ig graduate work at the sane institution.

the whole, i sho\ ‘¢ ommenc You wculd find
there all the printed material f ur thesis and provably sonme

'

manuscriot material, and most important of all, you wguld come

in c.ntact with Professor Turner =znd the otber Harvard men.

If that should not bve foasible, it would, 1 velieve, be Lo your
sdvantage to go to either ¥isconsin or Minnesola. #A8 you 8ay,
Wisconsin probably has the most manuscript material for your
gsubject, although the photostat copies of the Indian Office
material in Illinois are fully as important as any thing you would
find at Wisconsin. At Minncsota, you would find available all

of the nrinted material, and a considerable quantity of manuscript
material, especially for the later period. for example, we have
the papers of H.H. Sibley, the most important fur trader in this
region, ‘rom 1830 dovmn. I hope to secure as rapidly as possible

photostat copies of the materizl in the Indian Office relating to
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this part of the c0untfy.

Before your thesis is finished, you will undoubtedly
have to use material in various places, for you cannot find
everything which you need in any one place. Personally
I should bé very glad .to have you come to Minnesota, and would

do everything in my nower to assist you. I have asked Dean

Ford to send you application blanks and efirculars.

1 think it will be very unfortunate if Professor Alvord

1

doas not find some way to continue the work on election sta-
tistice and 1 am going to write him lo tlis effect. He hes
so mac@ things on hand that he may not {eel like pushing this
at present. If he shnﬁld decide to carry it on, however, 1 am
sure that he will want your services. In case you do not con-
tinue this work next summer, let me know if you would consider
doing something for us in Minnesota. I might be able to
grrange something and you would find this a pleasant nlace to
gspend the summer. |

If you do make the trip to Canada of which you write, it
might be worth your while te come here on the way and look us
over. If yeu can do so, I should be very glad to have you stay
with me.

Bordiazlly yours
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Stevens,
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6 Lincecln Hall,

Urbans, Illinois.
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tc receive your letter of

nd indeed

leamn of sork on the volume of

your

43

Lidc

volumes in

b &

Alvord and Peat

have not a copy or 1

;'\_'li.

volumes were compi from the original refurns

> . 18 ¥ +hn i i > Y b oy o Y
or veult of the SQreLe of State? office

ary
nseripts were collated and corrected by these

eturns. I do not think it necessary to glve

e o -
¥ % TETL

ences to the volumes from which the

1 rng were

Ho ome would have ococassion to refer




Hr. Stevena-

bagk to these volumes as your work will be much more
weurate than are they. The only way to really check
it up, would be to comnswlit the original returns them-
selves which are arranged in order in the vault, The
page numbers were put on our coples merely for the sake
{ convenience, I do thimk however, that it would be
very desirable to indicate the source of all statistics
derived from other places,than this ceollection of elec~
tion returms in the Secretery of State%s archives.
the addltlone and .--.'-?Oa—)'!'a'?."'.*"_?e.él
not say positively that they
have been fully cheecked up erhaps ould tell if I
conld see the amhgets themeelves, All of the percentages
er2 worked out with the slide rule; and an addikmomachine
VOB uﬂeﬁ to somé extent I fhink. As you have doubtless

discovered, the percentages in most cases serve to check

eagh other, so that no particular verification ies needed.

I think it quite important that the returna for Ztate
Auditor, Treasurer, Circult Judgs, and States Attorncye eto.,
after 1848, should be included in the wolume. The great

value of the work will be it's comprehensiveness, @#nd %o
these cut would be, I believe, a aerious mistake., As
rénémber it, the pamphlets contalning printed 2lection re-
'ns were first _ﬁ"11s‘u,1.i-ﬁ'hed some time during the 70's., The
Conatitutionnal Convention of 1870 would seem to manke 2 good

atopping plage for the volume. It might however, be desir-

eble to find cut just what statistics for more recent years

-




pe #3, Mr. Stevens-

have been published, and make the volume comnect up with
them. A bibliography of such publications wonld doubt-
lese be appreciated by those who will use the vclume,
Iith reference to the rni&rns for Presidential
ulebtnrw, you will find, I think, some exception to the
fisures skbebtdéd in conneoticn with some of tle tables.
I gave the matter a gecod dea g, nd finally de-
t to ohcose ¢ hirhest elcptors in

atSitnde

bagt
a3

votes than were

the election. SEShould you take the highast slegtor

ach party for the State as s whole, ycu might atill

have a total of more qutaggth‘n w-re actually cast, /My
lection is that I intended for the firnt.tws or three

Presidentizl elegtions o print the returns in full for

gagh elegtor and after that to give the normel vote inm eacll

county, explaining in foot notes any variation from that wte

vote in the case of a particular candidate. I think you will
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Pe¥ 4, lr. Stevens-

guch notes accompanying the tebles in most cases.

3 F

With reference to the numbering of the Auditor

8,

no nuxrbers heve baen assigzned to them by law, it

besn my inte ion ¢ gaian them numberas or letters

rhitrarily. In casges numbers are used, it might be

to $tanlicise them or put them in brackete, or in se

.

well

-
e

anttention to the fagt that they ore not

the volume I
oxrdens . The

thae ¢lections

vly the election

¥

10860

your thesis subj ot. I beliove 1% 10

one and that you have an opportunity

ork. 'l sm' in hopes that gefore you compl
find 4t nedesscary to comsult the Sible;
materiasl in our lidbrary.

I hpve not yet received

Hiatorletl Collectlons, but
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discovered from our moiling

u 2 copy of the first num-

Bulletin. The second humber
1teenth Bilenninl Report will be ready

and n gopy of the first

f any aselstance in 2uny wey,

noliticnl




Urbana, Illinois,
July 13, 1915.
Dr. S. J. Buek,
Minnesota Historical Society,
ot. Paul.
Dear lMr. Buek:

I hope you will psrdon me for troubling you again so soon but
there sre one or two matters eoncerning which I should like to
have your opinion. Since I received your letter I have been try-
ing to discover some convenient and simple method of handling the
returns for presidential electors. I appreciate the objection to
selecting the highest elector in each case. In fact, it seems to

me that it will be impossible in case of variation to select such

votes in each case as, when added together, will give a total which

will correctly represent the proportion of the vote received by esach
ticket throughout the state at large. So I thought of omitting the
totals for the state in the large table and summarizing the totals

in & smaller, supplementary table, like that which I am enclosing.
Now it seems to me that the purpose of the larger table is to do

two things: first, to indicate where possible the number of voters
who supported the various tickets in the different counties; . and
second, to indicate the relative strength of the tickets in the dif-
ferent ecounties. Where the vote is unevenly distributed among the
electors on a given ticket, it seems that it will be impossible to
indicate the first save by means of a footnote. To indicate the rel-
ative strength of the different tieckets, it seems to me that the com-

bined vote received by the various candidates should be taken into




account ,rather than any single vote which might be selected from the

various tickets. In casescof irregularity, I thought of entering in
the large table the combined votes of the various eandidates on the
different tickets, putting the&igures in italies to call attention to
|

the different practice followed in these instsnces, and them calcu-
lating the percentages on that basis. I am enclosing a couple of
sheets to illustrate what I mean and I believe they are self- ex-
planatory. Do you think such a system too cumbersome for the pres-
ent purpose? I should not care to trouble you with the matter, only
I feel that the tables for president will be smong the most impor-
tant in the volume and as you have already given the question con=-
siderable attention, I thought you might be able to eriticise the
plan whieh I have outlined. I have considered various plans and I
ecannot seem to hit uvpon any which is-not open to considerable ob-
jeetion upon one ground or another.

There is one other matter which I should have mentioned in my
other letter. I believe that it will be wise to ineclude the re-
turns for the minor state offices aféer 1848. I have been wonder-
ing whether it will be worth while to calculate percentages for them
all. I notice that in the tables which you had compiled there is
space left for the percentages snd I was wondering whether the orig-
inal plen was to ineclude them in the case of the minor offices. Ve
decided before you left I believe not to inelude the percentages in
the case of elections to the General Assembly. I feel sometimes that
they might in some cases be valuable but in view of the time it would

take to calculate them and the large amount of additional space which




they would require, I imagine it will be as well to omit them.

are of course including thepercentages in the tables for congress
governor, lieutenant governor, and all political cuestions which

were submitted t6 popular vote at various times. Perhaps they might
also be included in the tables for secretary of state and state treas-
uref but I am doubtful whether it will pay to calculate them in the
case-of other minor offices. I should like, however, to follow out
the original plan if you had any definitely formulated.

I wes very much pleased to receive your letter a few days ago,
and to0 get your views on the matters concerning which I asked. I
only hope I am not imposing on you too much again in the present in-
stance.

Sinecerely yours,

R

I
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VOTE FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS,K 1832

/
The five Jackson electors received 26 votes each; of the Clay electors,

Menard and Moore received 7 votes each while the other three received

6 each.

2 Each of the Jackson electors received 228 votes; of the Clay electors
Areher received 147 votes, while the other four received 14¥ each.

SUMMARY OF VOTE FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS, 1832
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Stevens,
Lincoln Hall,
Urbana, Illinofe.
Dear Mr. Stevens:
I am in receipt of your let ter of July 135, and

am glad to assiet in any way I can in the preparat
your tables. I have given considerable thought to your
propoaed solution of the problem of the vote for presiden-

tial eléctore, and it does not seem to me to be satiefac-

tory.

The inelusion in the same table of figures which

represent the vote for each elector in some couniiés and
figures which represent the total vote for all electops in
other counties would seen to me to throw the whole table
out aof balance.

I 8211l think that the beet solution of the probe
lem ies to consider each individual case on its merits and
to put dom so far ae possible what seems to indicate the
intention of the voters with reference to the presidency.
Thus, should we have in a certain county a vote of 89 for
each elector on the whig ticket, and of 97 for two elec-
tors on the democratic ticket, and 98 for the third, 1
should indicate the vote for this county as 89 whig and 98
democrat, becauwse it is obvious that one deamocrat voted for

enly one elegtor, probably with the idea that that was suf-




ir. Wayne . Stevens. - Page 2.

ficient to cast a ballot for the candidate for the prési-
dency. On the other hand, if in fthis case one of the whig
electons had been short a vote, I should put down the vote
for the couaty as whig 09 and democrat 97, as it would be
obvious that one whig cast one of his ballots for a demo-
eratic candidate and the other two for whig candidates,

probably because of personal aversion to one of the candi-

datesn. There will be cases, of course, where it is impos-

sible to feel sure of the situatiom, but 8 reasonable guess
can be made which will be more accurate than any formal
system of itaking in sach case the highest or the lowest
vote. ¥oreover, the exasct vote for each elector, where
there are variations, can be indicated in footnotes.

Should thie scheme prove unworkable, there would

be two other possible solutions. The total vote
for all candidates for elector of a party might be used in
every inetance. Thie would .preserve the bal ance bétween
countiece. A better plan than this, however, would be to
take the average vote in each case, adjusted to the near-
est whole number.

I think it quite important that the possibility
of comparieon of the vote in different counties should be
preserved. I think, also, that the total vote for all par-
ties in each county should be given in thé tables. It is
necsssary to ascertain this total fote in order %o work out

the percentagee, and the figures are important, first for




“r. Wayne Stevens. ~ Page 3.

showing how great the interest was in the particular elec-
tion, and secondly for the light which they throw on the
increase of population in each county year by year.

I doubt the desirability, alec, of having a sep-
arate table for a summary of the voting for preeidential
electors. Using any one of the thres plans which I have
suggested, it would be possible to put the total pariy vote
at the top of the regular columns. 1t would undoubtedly
be well, however, to indicate in a footnete any veriation
from this total in the totals of the votes cast for individ-
ual candidates for electior. This will be, uf gourse, ex-
actly the came treatment as I have recommended for the in-
dividual counties where there are variations.

3 The greater number of variations will undoubted-
1y occur in the earlier elections, and as I have suggested
vefore, it would probably be well to give the vote by in-

dividual electar in the tables, for the earliest elections.

I am glad that you agree with me that it will be
desirable to include the mincr state officers, and I think
you are right in feeling that it would not be worth while
to work out percentages for them. As you suggest, Ube
secretary of state and state treasurer are more important
than the others, and there might be more reason, therefore,
for including percentages of the votes for them. Here
again I should think the decision might well be made for

each individusl case, instead of following & general rule,

and based on a consideration of the votés in the particular

election. Thus, if the vote for secretary of state should




wayne Stevens. Page 4

ghow extensive variatione from the vote for governor and
lieutenant governor in the same election, it might be well
to indicate percentages. In some cases, I think, the per-
centaces of the vote for lientenant governor might also be
omitted, especially wher it appears to bs a straightfor-
ward perty contest, with the voies rumning sbout the aame

as the votes for governor.

y 5 &

I realize that one who is working with the tables

finds difficulties which do not occur to one at & dintance;
hope that you will adopt some scheme which avoide the
figures meaning entirely different things in the
abtilation.

Very sinceraly yours,
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