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FREDERIC L. PAXSON AP . 2};3
PROFESSOR OF AMERICAN HISTORY

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

629, FRANCES STREET,

MADISON, WISCONSIN, " .
4.5.191¢0

Dear Buck: -

A note from Alvord suggests to me that there is

a resolutlon(iéoptea last year/that prevents your nomination

committee from tringing in the name of the existing first vice
presigent (7 Sloussatg as next presicent of the M. V.H, A,
é}r such 18 the ¥4 case,l think you ought to ask to have the
resolution repealed,and then tring in Sioussat.
It has seemeg to me that the peolicy that some urgea upon the

A.Ho A, and that the M.V.H. A, took up at New Orleans,is tad. There
1s N0 considerarle rivalry for the presidency, and wshoever may get

1t 1s received with congratulation and satisfaction. PBRut 1l do not
know of any meater of the M.V.H.A. who could te made president over
the head of Sioussat with propreety. [ cannot 1nasine myself accepting
an honorary Jdeiree of .A. from anyone,with the implication that I
might ultimately get an LL,D. 1f | srew enough#, [ shoulo take all,

or cheerfully go »itn none.

¥e nhave no need for a second vice presedent,and I thingk the
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°ffice mignt te atolisheo to advantage., Rut we mast either treat

the first vice president as an 1mportant honor leading to the
presidency odirectly,or else as a minor honor leading nowhere
and fi1t for rejection ty most of our memters, If it were a
*Oorging jor,like a committee chalrmanship,the protlem woulo not

exist. It is an honor of some kind and ought pot to te trought

1ato disrepute by tein3 trandeg®

I was one of tne vice presidents last year and was passed
over wnen the new rule wés adopted. . feel that tne rule agmits
of only two 1nterpretations,totn of wshich are tad,ang,l thing,
unintended ty the memrers who voted for 1t,-(1)that the vice pre=-
sident 1s not yet fit for the presidency,or (2)that a vice president
who expects prosmotion 1s a pernicious political influence. Since I
Dave not sought offices in the M.V.H.A.,and do not expect any
more,l think 1t 1s up to me to point out the dlsadvantages thnat
the policy may present to others. If I were going to Nashbille

I snoulo tring the matter up there.

Coraially yours,
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FREDERIC L. PAXSON
A"
PROFESSOR OF AMERICAN HISTORY
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

629, FRANCES STREET,
mapison, wisconsin, April 11.1310

Dear Ruck: -

There 1s much to re sai1g 1n favor of arolisning roth

of the vice-presidents; and 1if any conslderatle numbter of memters
fear the i1nfluence of the existing vice-president or dislike to
have the office of president tied up for three years I think
the rest thing 1s to atolish toth offices. I do not relieve it
*1ll serve the test interests of the assoeimtion to elect to the
Vice-presidency as to a minor post from which dlrect promotion to
the presidency cannot take place; and 1t will certalnly proguce
emrarrassment to pass over vice-presigents 1m 1isclateo casges,
Personally,l think the election,or ratner the naming,of a
prospectlive president two years 1n advance has Somethlng to te
salo for 1t. During the perioco of waiting he 1S no more than
a sort of presidential-councillor,and 1s no more menacing than any
other councillor with a three year term. MWoreover 1t makes it
O1fficult to give political significance to his election, Rowlang
rvould have reen a nighly acceptatle preskdent 1f advanced 1n the
orolnary way;tut hls election last spring gave great offense to
men like Van Tyne who saw in this an appearance of partisanship
ln the affairs of the other association, And so it was regarded
ty Rowlano nimself,who once wrote me alluoging to his election as

a tritute to nis fearless reforming of the A.H.A. We at least lost
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most Of the traces of political significance or sentimental

lg
tlineliness ty electing 1n the ﬁgme LE N

If I were to te at yashville I should endeavor to induce the
M.V.H. A, to rescino its resolution refore electing a new president,
and to elect Sioussat as entirely suitatle for the place; failing
that I snhoulo cooperate with you 1n atolishing toth vice-presidencles;
and failing that I should proratly vote "no" #p# upon the ticket
as a matter of protest,

Dio you know that our W.H.S, Welller papers are a complexent to
those of lgnatiun Donnelley? Weller was a memter of more forlorn
reforming parties than 1 ever supposes hag existed.

Coraially yours,
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material we have extensive files of Donnelly's newspapers.
b _

One of my graduzte students in the Unlversity is preparing

early nolitical career
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& reflection of the centiment of

‘éénted aleo my own personal choice, and I

things turned out as they did.
Sincerely yours




FREDERIC L. PAXSON
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Dear Buck: -

'nanks for your letter ot yesteroay. There i1s a so00a

deal of satlisfaction 1n the action at yasnville,thougn I snoulg
have rsen retter pleased personally had Sioussat teen chosen

as next 1n lmmedlate line, Since the whole set of vice-presi-
dents has reen discarded such action would have cleaned up the
connectlon tetween the two policiles,und would have left the future
entirely open and sithout prejudice.

[ shall te srateful to you for any advice as to the share
of work that falls to the #E¢8#prE¥8 president, Do you know
vhat | am supposeds to 00 respectinsg the formation of committees
ang the actions of the councils} ¥no constitute the whole
council? Fro are tne new editors of the Review?

I presmue that the arrangements for our session at Cinci-
nattl 1s the first pressing oduty,and | should te glao for any
sugsestions.

Corgially yours,

J f Q}W&g
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Alvord, elected members; =lso yourself and Paine ex officio.

The new editors of the Review are Box, Bioussat,

and myself. Cox was elected chairman of the exe
mittee. I should think that he would be the

to consult with in connection with the procram

for the Cincinnati session. #Alvord toldme that he had

ne diegcuesseion with Cresne and t 1t an agreement had

sen reached to the affect that h LMe en Higtorical

Associstion would no*t schedule

ing Amerigcan history

before the opening
tistorical Associsation
nle hsve snoeken
giccessful agffais
attefipted
ietmas meeting. I mentioned
12t there might be some
the regular meet~
ingsfare to beidinp,I believe, in the afternson.
get the ™, V. Y. A. peouls together

have time for a few reports of committees.
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Have vou seen Haynes' book on Third Parties?

i

just received a copy from Jameson to review. Ile h:e

I feel a little

.

Tssinni Vadley

Lhow




FREDERIC L. PAXSON
PROFESSOR OF AMERICAN HISTORY
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

629, FRANCES STREET, ; 5 L
MADISON, WISCONSIN, Jaj C. 1310

Dear Buck.-

There have reen so many recent changes 1n the affairs
of the WVHA that I shall have mueh to learn; even the action of
1915 has reen new to me,tut [ had a look at the page proofs of the
forthcoming transactions and am tetter informed than I was, [
gather from your letter that the executive committee was lncreased
to nine memters at Nashville,ano tnat Sioussat and Harlan were
put in for the #F# short terms,Alvoro,Hultert,ang Violette reing
the nes full term team., Am [ right in this? W®hat is the position
intended for the chairman of the executive committee: In the lignt
of our recent correspondence [ Suppose he partakes of the nature of
a vice president., I dont even know what nas ordinarily feen left
to the wisdom of the executive committee and what the president has
done,

The amalgamation of the review and putlication committees seems
200d to me unless 1t should prove to put too much work upon the
managing editor,who 1s already heavily loaded. Your arrival on the
toard of editors 1s gratifying 1in every way,

touch with Cox at once,anu am 3$lao to know of
Alvora's unoerstanding with Palne, #ho ought to te chairman of
the prodgram committee? Do you know of any news sources of papers

that can te tapped?

Sincerely yours
EJ;hJﬂuvye,i. J RNV
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utive committee. My impression is, however, that Paine
1ly conducted most of the affairs of the assopiesdont
Cox will doubtless lnow .whut progress, if

de toward arraonging the nreogrem for

#ither Hulbert or Hockett

1ittee is

comml ttee




January 16, 1917
Mr., Frederic L. Paxson
University of Wisconsin
Madison, Vis.
My denr Paxsoniws
I am in receipt of a letter from

Violette, in which he sets forth the opinion that

we ought to reprint in the M. V. As Proceecdings

such of the papers read at the meetings as have been
published by othexrs,

He states that he is writing a similar letter
to you, and suggeste that I correspond with you
about it. As Mr, Alvord has asked me to arrange

the material in the Proceedings for the board of

editors, I should be very glad to have your opinion

on this matter.

I am en deosing a carvon of my reply te Mr. L/”

Violette.

Sincerely yours







February 13, 1917
Professor Frederic L. Paxeson
University of Wisconsir
Madison, Wisconsin
My dear Paxsonie
Have you appointed the nominating come
mittee for the nisaiseippi Valley Historical Association?
If not, wouldn't it be well to appoint it now and send

the names t0 me at once 80 that I can include them with

the }ist of committees for 1916«17 to be published in
&F
the Proq%edings?

I now see the reason for Violette's concern about

the omission from the Progeedings of the papers pube

lished elsewhere, His report on the .place of the Nore
mal 8chool in the training of history teachers has been
published in the History Teachers' Magazine. In view of

the fagt that it is a committee report and thus part of
the official business of the association, I have de=-

cided to include it in the Progeedings.

Sincerely yours







February 17, 1917
Professor Frederic L. Paxson
University of Wisconsin
Madison, Wis.
Dear Pamsoniw
I think the names you propeee for the nominating
comnittee are excellent, but I would suggest that Lindley be
made chairman instead of Violette for two reasons; first,
Vioclette is on the executive committee while Lindley is not
and never has been; secondly I think Lindley's acquaén&anoe
among the men is probably larger than that of Violette. I
will not insert the names in the list of committees until
I hear from you again.

. I know nothing definite about Alvord's condition. He
went home from Mudlavia about the first of Jenuary, and after
a week or two, went to Florida. I understand he expects to
remain there until April or May.

Have the datee been fixed definitely for the M. V. H. 4.

meeting, and if so, what are they?

Sincerely yours




THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
MADISON

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY Februery 20, 1917.

Professor Solon J. Buek,
Minnesota Historiesl Society,
St. Paul, Minn.
Desr Buck:

I have asked Mrs. Paine to notify the following
members of their appocintment to be a nominsting com-
mittee: Harlow Lindley (chairman), E. M. Violette,
and D, 0O,

I hope that it will be possible to get the pre-
liminery progremme for the meeting out to the members
a8 early as possible. I trust thet & full sannounce-
ment of the meeting is being made in econnection with
the Merch Review.

Sincerely yours,




February 23, 1917
Professor Frederic L. Paxson
University of Wisconsin
Madison, Wisconsin
¥y dear Paxsonie
I have your letter of the fwentieth

and am forwarding the names to Miss White for inclue

sion in the Proceedings.

I do not know what arrangements, if any, have
been made for an announcement of the meeting in the

March Review« I have suggested to Miss White that

she get into touch with you about it at once unless

it has been provided for.

Bincerely yours




March 12, 1917
Professor Frederic L. Paxson
University of Wisconsin
Madison, Wis.

My dear Paxsonie

.:i‘:-_:
gﬂr. Theodore Blegen writes me that he is

applying for a position a® assistant in the history department
at the University of Wisconein.

Blegen took his master's degree at the University of
Minnesota in 1915, and has since been teaching in a high school
in Milwaukee. He did excellent work in my eeminaryfin Amey-
ican history in 1914+15 and during the following summer and
again in the summer of 1916, jﬁéave him employment on the
gtaff of the Minnesota Hiatorizal S8ociety. He does his work
thoroughly and accurately, and with a great deal of enthus-
iasm; 1 consider him distinctly a man of promise. If you de
not have a place for him, it is quite likely that we will
offer him something at the University of Minnesota, but I
feel that it would be better for him to go to Wisconsin and
get in touch with anothoer group of men.

At Blegen's request I am sending you under separate cover.y/,
a copy of our Bulletin containing his paper on Consul James W.
Tayler. TYou already have a copy, I believe, but you may want
thif to file with his application. You may know that he is
preparing a paper for the coming meeting of the M. V. H. A.

Sincerely yours




THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
MADISON

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
MADISON

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Br. Solon J.
Minnesota Historicel Society,
St. Paul, Minnesotsa.
Dear Buck:

Are you holding up the March number of
view? I think it is highly important thet
view should be mailed dvuring this month, becsus:
conteins the announcements respecting the Apri

meeting, without which we cannot hope to have a full,

successful meeting. Pleasse do everything in your

power to let the Review appear promptly.

Sincerely yours,
_‘gil

iR,




March 29, 1917

Professor Frederic L. Paxson

University of Wisconsin

Madison, Wis..
Hy dear Paxsonie
You have doubtless received your copy of the

March number of the Review some time ago, 36 that the gquery
in your letter of March 22 n%g'been answered. I was not re-
sponsible for the delay, although I had at one time suggested

that it should be held up in order that the Proceedings might

aceompany it. MNr. Pcwq;p of the-Torch Press pointed out to
me, however, that the ﬁghceedin 8 could be issued as an extra
number instead of a aupﬁlemant and distributed separately at
second class rates. The Proceedings are now in galley proof
and I have hopes that they will be out before the meeting.

I trust that some further notice of the meeting, with

the program in circular form, will be sent to all members,

for many of the@ may not sece the announcements in the Review.
el % . RS

I suppose éﬁe matter of the plage of meeting in 1918
will come before the ussociation or the gouncil at the coming
meeting, I expect to present an invitation for the meeting
to be held in 8t. Paul. Ve will be fully installed in our
new building by that time, and if the invitation is accepted,
we will probably arrange to hold the exercises for the dedi-
cation of the building in connection with the meeting. For
that purpose we hope to secure some speaker of prominence from
the east, possibly Professor Turner.

Sincerely yours




FREDERIC L. PAXSON APR 1 1"5}},?
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