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The Conference of Historical Societies, organized in 1900, meets
every year in connection with the meetings of the American Historical
Association, to discuse questions of interest to the societies. It is
composed of digegates representing societies in the United States and

conifibute

Canada whichfl.oo per hundred members towards the expenses of the Con-

ference and publications (in no case over$10.00; for commiegsions, sur-

veye etc.,$3.00; for societies under 50 members, 3¢ per capita). It

publishes a list of societies and a summary of proceedings shortly
after the annual conference; and a full report in the A.H.A. report.
It elects its own chairman, votes on the nomination of secretary made
by the Council of the A.H.A., and chooses such other officers and com-

mittees as seey best.




February 26, 1916
Mr. Augustus H. Bhearer
The Newberry Library
Chicego, Ill.
My dear bBhearer:-
I am in receipt of your letter of Jan-
uary 21 forwarding o statement as to the proposed re=-
org=nizatioen of the Conference of HRistorical Yocieties.

&

I have only one sugeestion to make, and that is
that if the officers are to be electe 1“-3’ the
ence, it will®y necezsary to dgtsrnine pret!

1y the voting membership.  Should es delegate present

have one vote, or should each society have one vote, or

ehould the vetes be apportioned according te duese paid

to the Bonference? I am not cuite sure that I under-

gtand the significance of "votee on the nomination of
the secretary made by the Council of the A. H. A." If
this means that the selection of the secretary is acte

ually made by the Council and merely ratified by the

confe“ence, I cannot se® as it would he much of an

improvement. Would it not be better to have the gecre=

tary nominated by the Conference and require the nomina-

tion to be confirmed by the Council?®




A. H. 8. 2/26/16--2

The receipt of your letter called attention to the
fact that I had not yet filled out and sent te you the
questionnaire for the Minnesota Historical bociety.

I truct it is not too late to have this included in
the report.

I wae mucly intercsted in the book slips which you

-

enclosed. The Knox County Birectory is a new one to me.

The letters from North Americe is apparently the same as

number 145 of my bibliography. Have you geen an copy of

the Kane and Kendall Counties Log raph { Peers,

- (0% N -~

Legsgett & Co., 188E8)? Number 673 of my bibliegrapnhy is
¢raphical work on Kane County
firm in the same year. There

1library. 1 am wondering what

two counties hears to this.
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September 12, 1916
Dr. Aucustus M. Bhearer

Newberty Library
Chicnto, 111,

I do not know as I can W8 of much help

Iocal historiecal societien. I lmow praetically noth

T&gﬁﬁith referonce to the Xllinole esyctem of saffiliated
hi

ng
about 1t myself and doubt very much if Alvord knows mores

* )

irs. Jessie Pimer Weber, the secretary of the Illinois
State Historiecal Bociety, doubtlecs knows all about it,
but you probably Imow ¥Mrs. Weber.

We have no affilinted locnl societies in XMinnesota,
because we hnve practically no such gocieties to aff
iate« I am hoping to see z number organized in

however, nnd I think that the general sudbject
which you suggest for the mecting of the conference is
on ?écellenﬁ cenies T have followed the work of the Penne
sy]fwnia Btate FPederation with a groat deal of interesta

g
Sincer-ly yours
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September 15, 1916
Dr. Augustus H. Bhearer
Newberyy Library
Chicago, I11.
My dear Bhearer:-

I =m very sorry but I could not possibly
take wp the subject which you suggests As I Ldtimated in
my previous letter, I know very little about the matter
now and ry obligatlions 't poscie
bly take the time

I would sug
possibly Dan B¢ Clarke 1 think
alone this line than any other stalc in the Northweet, no

be logical o have the subject Vuu.suqﬂrvt handled

by =n lowa man «

I cen give you the name of one additiomal society in
Minncsota, the Blue Earth County Ilistoriceal Bociety, orgene
ized 2t Mankato lael May 'he officers are president, Lorim

Oray: vice president, James M. McConnell; treamsurer, ¥. K.

Mesgher; secretary, Mrs. Helen Hughes Hielscher. 8o for

]

as I know this is the only locnl historical sociQﬁy;@n

Minnesota, The Einnesota Valley Historical Sociely was
never anything but o nome and has
years. I have never heard of the

ciety. The various old settlers and pioneer
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April 7, 1917
Dr. Augustus Hs Bhearer
Newberry Library
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Bheareriw=
Can you send me anothercopy of the report
of the last conference of historical societies. The
copy which I received has besn mislaid and I need one

very. modhy,

I hope I will @Vcu in Chicago during the Misgse

e —_— -
issinni Mhlley Historical Associntion meeting. There
W

are a nunber of mattdérs that I want to talk over with
you.

Sincerely yours




APR 2 1917

The NeEwseRrrY LiBRARY.
ChHicaco.

&Mza, 61




Qotober 22, 1917

Dear Sheareri=

I have just learned of your
new appoeintment end want to congratulate
you, I krow very little about the Grosvenor
Library, but I am sure it must be a de-
sirable position,

My letter of last Wednesday
addressed to you at the Newberry Library,
and telling you of $he appointment of
Charles E, Gravesafffllinois to our libra=-
rianghip, has doubtless been forwarded %o
you. We think we are getting a very good
man.

I hope I will have the
pleasure of seeing you in Philadelphia
during the holidays.

Singerely yours

Dr. Augustus H, Shearer
Librarian Grosvenor Libraxy
Buffaleo, Hew York
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Buffalo, N. Y. Oct.23,1917,

S.J.Buck,

Minnesota Historical Society,
Saint Paul,

Minn,

My Dear Buck:

Your letter was forwarded to me here, I have been intending
to write you for sometime about this change, which I intimated might come
about, but the great pressure of work at The Newberry in the last weeks I
was there and the matter of getting settled here has prevented my writing
until your letter reminded me of it,

I wish I could have seen Mr.Graves and talked with him. I am
glad you have him and trust he will be all that you wish, I did think of
one other man but,Tof’ course, I should have mentioned him long ago.

Just at present I am working at full speed on the matter of the
Conference and have Judge Barratt of the Sons of the Revolution as the
principal speaker on the subject of cooperation between the Hereditary Pa~
triotic Societles and the Historical Societies especially in the matter of
@dblication, Probably Prof,Libbey of Princetowm, R, C yThrustom\Ballard/and
a member of the Council will be on the program to discuss the matter, Can
you suggest another speaker, preferably connected with a historical soclety
and not from the East? Of course my mind turns to yourself,Alvord,Sham-
baugh and Quaife all of whom are interested and alive to the question but
all of whom have spoken more than once before, I expect you to take part
but whe shall go on the program? I am writing under pressure of the necessi-
ty of quick action or would say something at length about myself and the
library here,

Very sincerely yours,







October 35, 1817

Mr, Augustus H, Shearer
The Grosvenor Library
Buffalo, New York

Dear Shearerie

Your letter of Ootober 23 haes just reached
me,

It seoms to me that Quaife would be the
most satisfactory additional speaker for your program,
for the reagon that his goglety has been inractévéveodp-
eration with the Hereditary Patriotic Bogciéties in the
way of publications, and therefore he gould probably
tell something about ita experiencen,

I do not think that the fact of hi
having been on the program several times before is
as serious an objection %o him, as his lack of ter-
minal fagilities. Could not you set a definite time
lindt and then ask the chairman to hold him to 1t?

By the way, does your library have any
congidersble mithef-of duplicates which At desires t0
dispose of? We ave just compliled a 148% of about
three hundred, oconsisting of the rares¥ and most val-
uable items from our several thousand duplicates.
Prioea have been ascigned t0 these items as &« basis for
an exchange arrangement.,

As soon as possible after we move into
the new building, we expect to liast the remainder of
our duplicates, moaet of whieh will be offered on a
piece for rpiece exphange basis., We will be glad to
send coples of these liptas to you if you are in a
position to undertake stich an exchange arrangement,

S8incerely yours




November 8, 10917
Dr. Aupustus H, Shearer
. Groavenor Library
Bufialo, N, Y.

Dear Bheareri

; I am in receipt of the eciroular anent
Pourteenth Qonference of Historioal Seogieties,
I am returning to you your quaationﬂag?e here- g
LA

Vith reference to the payment of
dues, k have done nothing as yet because I feel
that we ought first to have a more definite ore
genlzation and an understanding as $o the pertod
ior wvhigh duse aze to be vaid., The Minresots Hiate
orloal Boclely desires, however, to be enrolled
a8 a mnember of the COonference as soon as o formal
roll cf wmeowbers ia gtarted, snd wiil ray 1lts dues
ag soon &8 the detalls of orpanigzation are dstor-

S e
il Lr.}'w. .

it seems 10 me versonally that the
W progeduxe would be t6 wait until after the
ting, and then aend fourmal invitations to all
societies on the mailing liat t0o become mome
era of the Conference and to pay dueas for & yaax
beginning or ending at some definite date,

1 am glud to see that you ha®e rmade
provielon Ifor a discussion of the "Colleation of lo-
gal war materlal by historical societies" in the
onference, but I doubt if the hereditary patriotic

ke will leave much time for the conaideration

vhipg subject,. I remewber a sad experience with
Ging ol theee poople at an earlier meetinps I think
wags at Buffalo,

Curdlally yours
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Buffalo, N. Y. Nov,15,1917,

Dr.S. J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St.Paul,

Minn,

Buck:

Your letter of Nov.9ih received As to payment of dues, I think
nothing can be done to cover 1917 and we’ w: rely on the A.H,A, appropria-
tion, In order, however,that the matter n be definitely setitled at the
December meetling and that we may begin to eive an income in 1918, I am go=
ing to ask you to be chairman of a com&ittﬁo on finance and voting powers, to
add to your committee whomever you may choose to consult and to report on Dec,
29th, I will ask SLal augh to do the same as to needed committees and officerg
and Severance to get the nominations for chairman for next year, then I can
report to the Council at thelr Dec. lat meeting the state we are in; but w
must have money next year, at least 75,00, and I expect none from the A,H,A,

Further, will you be one of ¢1ve ta discuss the second topic on
the program on the collection of local war material by historical socleties?

am fiﬁdidi some difficulty in getting a man to lead off on that subject,
th Full and Connor have agreed to say something and Fuller sugzests Brown
is colu_“, to whom I am writing., (Gt %~ (4¢b&4ky)

Yours sincerely,

(_._2.{&}__})_(4‘_4 4(_1...: ‘r’(_*vj e a < R
¢




November 17, 1917

Professor Augustus H, Shearer
The Grosvenor Library
- Buffalo, New York

Dear Shearerie

I will be glad to serve as chalrman of the
conmittee on finance =nd veting powers of the conference,
provided I take in the Philadelphic meeting. The proge
pecte are now that I will be there, btut ¥ am not csure.

ﬁl.

With reference to the other members of the
committee, you should serve gx officio, of course, and
there should be two or three others representing dife
feront parts of the country and different points of
view, including some one conneqed with one of the Eftbe
federations, I should very much prefer that you appoint
these other members of the committee, Perhaps it would
be best te walt until we get to Philadelphia in order
that we can see who ie there and talk things over.

1 shall, of oourse, be glad to take part
in the discussion of the colleotion of loocal War mae~
terizl by historical societisas. ;

I suppose you know that Leland iz to
read a eﬂﬁﬁﬁ%&aaﬁion al the Conference of Archiviste on

"The Archives of War®, I have alaso been asked t0 toke
part in the diesocussion of this paper and have received
a list of the topics to be ocovered, one of which ig
*The colleotion by libraries and historical societies
of mamseoripts, olippings, oirculars, posters, ete.,
relating mainly to local archives®, The subject ia

80 importont that I do not think such incidental
duplication as might occur would be at all serious.

-

Sincerely yours
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