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June 18, 1917

Professor Lester Burrell Shippee
: T

Bﬁav%dencﬂ; Ehode Island

My dear Mr. Shippe{e

I am very glad to learn that you have
accepted the appointment as lecturer in history in the Unive
ersity of Minnesota for next year, and look forward to meete
ing you in the fall.

It occours to me that you might be interested to know
something about the history of Course 5 and 6, the general
course in American history, which you are to give.

Before I came to the Universit  im the fall of 1914,
this course was given by Professor Anderson, now of Darte
mouth, and his plan ecems to have beemn,t6 carry it ddwn
only @@ the close ¥f the Oivil War. Helhad as a rule one
ly about forty studente, and consequently did not divide
them into sections. When I took charge of the course,

I planned it to come down to the present day, devoting one
ly a couple of weesks to a general survey of colonial and
revolutionary history at the beginning. I had a class of
about eighty and handled it with general lectures: on Mon-

days and Wednesdays, and divided into three quiz scctions
on Fridays.

In 191516, Professor Bdgar Robinson cof Stanford gave
the course, covering about the same period, but making it
entirely a lecture course. Hast year, Professor Becker
spent nearly all of the first semester om colomial and reve
olutionary history, and consequently was able to give very
little time to the period since the Civil War. He organ=
ized the course for a general lecture on Monday and three
quiz sections on Wednesdays and Fridays, and this is the
arrangement which is scheduled for next year.

The policy of the department ie to leave such matters
largely to the instructor$ who has charge of the work, but
when the instructors chanfle as often as they have in this
course, the result is not altogethcr satisfactory.
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Should you prefer to handle the course with two lectures
ingtead of one each week, 1 am gquite sure that there would
be no objections on the part of the department. At any rate,
I hope that you will decide to put the main emphasis on the
national period, thus making the cou¥se correspond to the
catalogue statement, which still stands as I drew it wp in
1914,

b o ¢ ﬁnn be of any assistance to you in planning your
work, or making arrangemente here, do not hesitate to call
upon me.

Sincerely yours

Associante Professor of History

Address:
Nimesota Historical Society
8t. Paul, Minnesota
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BrowxN UNIVERSITY

PrRoviIDENCE,. RHODE ISLAND.

Phenix, Rhode Island,
24 June, 1917.

gsor Soleon.J. Buck,
sota Historical Society,
Paul, Minnesota,

My dear Professor Buck:

Your letter of the 18th inst was
received a few days since, but, as I have during the
past week been engaged with College Entrance Roard Ex-
aminations, I have been unable to make aprompt reply.

I am much interested in what you nave to say about
the general course in American History (5 and 6)., for,
gince so far I have been unable to obtain a copy of the
Science, Literature and Arts Bulletin, I could not tell
much about the scope or intention of the courses . In-
cidentally I have asked Professor Krey to send me this
bulletin as well as that of the Graduate School, so I
expect soon to have them.

As to the ground covered by the course, I agree
with you that the important part is thasd of the con-
stitutional period, so, were I blocking out a general
course to suit myself, I should vlan to devote only
the first few weeks to the pre-constitutional period
and put the bulk of the work on the period from 1§87
to the present time. As to the method of treatment,
my impression now is that I ‘should prefer to have two
lecture periods per week and save the other day for
quiz sections; it is possible that I should desire to
modify this when I found myself on the ground; the num-
ber of students taking the course might make a modifica-
tion advisable.

I am indeed grateful to you for telling me the
situation with regard to the course, and very likely
I shall avail myself of your kind offer of assistance.
Just at present, naturally, our plans for next year are
nebulous; the first problem will be the living question,
and that is one, I presume, that must be settled on the
ground. I am, however, attempting to have our things
arrive in Minneapolis in time to greet us when we reach
that place.

For about a month we shall be at the above address,
and after that in Bristol, Connecticut ( RFD # 1) until
it is time to start west.

I look forward with interest to meeting my colleagues
for the next year at Minnesota.

Sincere our YW/
S C
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Bristol.*ﬂﬁﬁnéd&ich&. BFD!#;l.
27 Julytll9l7. " -

e

¥y dear Professor Buck,

I am taking you at your word;
when you wrote me a little time agP in regard to some
of the work at the University, you aked me to call on
you for assistance if that might be desired. A 1lit-
tle infomation would not come in amiss.

Can you give me any inkling as to the house
/492r flat situation within convenient distance of the

University? We are taking our furniture, and we shall
be looking for a place of about seven rooms in which to
live. I do not know whether it is possible for one
to do anytikng in advance, but I feel a littleless
helpless if I have some advance infomation as to de-
girable neighbornoods where one can finds living accom-
modations, something as to the price of flats and houses,
and the like.

There is one other point on which I should like

e word of enlighterment; does the University pay its

,4/ salaries in monthly installments, ten installments, quar-
terly, or in what manner. I have struck various methods
already, and it seems to be the podicy of each instjtu-
tion to let new members of the faculty discover as best
they can all these interesting little items, just as it
seems to be understood that by some intuitive method all
the rules and regulations are expected to be absorbed as
soon as one is on the campus.

We expect to leave these parts for ¥inneapolis
about the first of September, altho I note on a copy of
the general infomation bulletin that there is a possi-

') vility that the University may not open its session in
the fall until sometime in QOctober. I presume that de-
finite infomation will be given faculty members if such
a postponement takes place.

By the way, there is one other iten I had in
mind: is tiere suckg a thing as a bulletin that outlines
the undergraduate courses? So far I have tried in vain
to secure such a document; general infomation and grad-

/ uate school bulletins I have received, but none of the
undergraduate school.

Your vecaticn, I trust, is proving satisfactory,
with the desired portion of recreation. ? )

\Very truly yours,

Professor Solon J. Buck, K 6”’\"—&“ :
Minnesota Historical Society,

St. Paul, Winnesota.




July 31, 1917

Professor Lester Shippee
Bristol, Connectiout.
Ri F- DC 1!

My dear Mr, Shippeei-

I am in receipt of your letter of the 37\
and will be glad to assist you to the extant of my ability.
First with reference to the house prcblemi the section of
Minneapolis near the Un’veraity ie known as Southeast, and most
of the members of the faculty live there, either north or eagt
of the University campus, There are quite a nuuber of houses
and flate in this neighborhood for rent at the preasent iime,
but many of them probably could not be held until September firat
or later. If you wish me %o do so, I would be glad %o put you
in touch with mome real estate agents and to %ake a look at suoh
places as seem nost promising. In this cose 1t would Be well
for you to give meé a pretty definite idea of your degires in the

way of modern improvements, etc,, and the smound of rent which you N\

Ix

would be willing to pay. For a house of geyen rooms you would
have to pay from Swenty-five to forty dellare, depending upon
location and improvements, The rental price of a flat depends
of course omwhether it is heated by the ovmer or by the renter.
There are & numbar of duplexes and four peew apartment houses
with separate furnaces for each apartment, Would you consider
taking a fuinished house? The prospects are that there will be
a nunber of these available, Our next door neighbor a dootor
on the Univeralty faculty, expects to be sent to Prance and wants
to rent his houss Turnished. Dean Ford's house will alao be
for rent 1f he decides to remaln in Washingion.

80 far ag tho University work is congerned I can see no
reason why it would be necessary for you to arrive bafcre October
fimst, The regents have set October 10 as the date for the
cpening of the University. This means, I beliove, the date of
the firet recitations, and it will be desirable %0 be on hand
at least 2 week or twe before that, for registrations, eto. Om
the other hand you will probebly have to begin paying meft on

 your house or flat Septembor firet, as that is the time when
most leases expdre in the University neighborhoed. The month of
September is usually very pleasant in Minneapolis, and you might
find it worth your while to come on the firat of September,

The University salaries are paid in menthly installments,
and the fiscal year begins Aupuet first, so that your firet oheok




Professor Lester Shipper.

will be for the month of August and will be recelved about September
fizst. :

The bulletin of the College of Science, Literature, and the
rts for next year will probably be out some time next month, I am
sending you under separate cover a copy of this bulletin for last , /
year which will probably give you some of the desired information,

It has been very hot hore the last week, and will probebly
continue so during the moat of Auguat, but the autumn weathar is
usually delightful in this vicinity.

-

Let me 1-;1'10;‘:_0
iy

any further assistanoce which I can render and
eapecially your ¢ o
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_}1 l“_‘: 8 W e W 1 T"_"? H “);"’!I'l;", ¢ vii .“' ..h :‘th"::‘: I -'r'\J:.f 13“4&

s &

1l s vmmal e <reypine
IJ.‘..---.-'-.--‘-MJJ ¥ _,_-_,-’




BrowxNx UNIVERSITY

ProvIDENCE,RHODE ISsLAND.

Bristol, Connecticut, RD # },
5 August, 1917.

Professor Solon J. Buck,
Uinnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota,

ny dear Mr. Buck:

Your full and instructive reponse to my
inqiiries was received yesterday, and I am availing myself
again of your kind offer of assistance, at least in part,
for I hope that I shall not strain too far the kindness of
my future colleagues before I arrive on the scene ot action.
We are planning to leave here on September 1lst, and shall
expect to reach Minneapolis on the morning of September 3d.
consequently we shall wish to engage a house as soon as pos-
sible and get settled. Of course I should expect to take
the place from the first of September, and | should even be
willing to take it at some time in August, should that be
necessary and expedient.

As to the house: we wish seven rooms, not less; I hope
that I might obtain a suitable place for #30.00 per month,
but I if necessary I would pay $35.00. In order of prefer-
ence we place the single house first, the duplex next, and
then a flat. I should expect that there would be a furnace
of some sort, ( I prefer hot water or steam, but this is not
a vital point); electricity is desirable, wth gas a second,
but gas in the kitchen for cooking purposes is very essential.
We should wish the floors, at least of the living rooms, to
be such that rugs could be used, for we have no carpets, and
hard wood is, of couse preferable to soft. Of course we
should expect modern plumbing arrangements. ¥rs. Shippee
reninds me that closets are a feature of all properly built
houses, so I presume that all the available places in the
vicinity of the University would be adequately supplied.
Among the minor but pleasing features is a fireplace some-
where in the house,. In some places it is the custom for
the owner of rented houses and flats to install a range, ei-
ther coal or gas, together with facilities for heating water;
whether this is the custom in Minneapolis I do not know but
a place with such facilities would suit us, especially it
the water-heating apparatus were connected with the furnace
as well as with something in the Jitchen. This latter point
is not one of the first essentials, but I am trying to give
a pretty definite idea of what we wish. I may say that if
the place were heated by the landlord I should expect the rent
to be correspondingly greater than that which I have mention-
ed.

Since we expect to remain pemanently somewhere in the
West we have sent on our goods to Minneapolis, hence an un-
furnished house would fill the dill better than a furnished.




BrowxN UNIVERSITY

ProviDENCE,.RHODE ISLAND.

If there should be a choice between two houses, otherwise
about equal in points desired, the presence of a yard would be
considered a decided advantage.

An agent is usually interested in the size of a family
going into a house; besides Mrs. Shippee and myself there is
one other adult,(a mother's hedper),and two children, a girl
nearly five years o0ld and a fourteen months' boy.

I am glad to take advantage of your offer to put me in
toucn with some real estate agents. If, as you indicate, the
house proposition begins to become complicated about the
fiest of September, I would appreciate much your willingness
to take a look at promising places; further, if there shoula
be sometning desirable wnich might be indanger of being snapped
up, I would even like to have you take an option, or if that
should not be feasible, engage the house, and I will send
a check immediately $o0 the agent for the first month's rent,
for I assume that rents are payable in advance, as I have fund
that to be the case wherever I have been in the West so far.
¥rs. Shippee gives me carte blanche in the matter, in order
that we may run less risk of being lett among tne lLate comers
who have difficialty in finding a desirable house.

If there should be no especial hurry, and agents had two
or three places which seemed satisfactory, perhaps the agents
would be willing to send floor plans (rough ones ol course)
to give an indication of the lay of the land. This, however,
while useful, would not be a necessity.

Your hot wave of a week ago reached us here on the Atlan-
tic seaboard, and the first four days of this week have been
about as unpleasant as any I remember to have experienced. Now
we are having ideal summer weather. Friéénds of ours who have
been in liinneapolis speak, as you do, of the very pleasant
late summer and early autumn, cpPonsequently we look forward
with pleasure to spending September there before the active
work of the year begins.

Let me thank you again for you kind offer of assistance,
and for what you may do in the house matter. DPlease do not
make a burden of the matter.

Sincerely yours,

7§
G Boaslt Lo




Professor Leaster B, Shippee
Bristol, uo;;ne\,tlc,ut

r. Shippeei-

I anclose herewith notes on five houses
heast Minneapolls; also a map showing the L —
OLHes ‘:j nuber. The lett -“e on the [t

15
-

¢.L7< 8t A, residence of Dean Ford; B, my

idence of Professor Krey of the History

.Lm“t'u house. You will note that these
J...& from a rallread track, but it

way from the reilroads in southeast

*l-..--,*;; 0L the houges JTor rent at thirty-
five dollare or B3 o' d and Lula;:'cr;-‘_.otive wooden
struotures, ‘ fropently l' hove found th:t thay werse
bet:or on the ingide than mn_i ¢ appearances would lead

tog expect., be ones which 1 am desgribing seem to me
nearly meet your re ui;: sments, I m.‘.d recommend
oially nambers nd 93 &lso m":):::" 1 '; you gould
T v e LN

ik -
2

I e

sen, 60 it nigh

_?-.m,e,r., in the mat indio: first, seoond, apd

3 thipd c]‘*ciue -n}.z the nusbers which I have cae

’ 1@ places 1f 3 would g w"ej.c“ to look over
'"'ﬁa{-- ;,nn: r:f.lf, you ri r,::'::_\:;'c, to come two or

yh before the

Tres '{u_;(, ) dssily and .‘».}.O Y(i&l‘
gotion from what wenld then be aveilsble. TWhile
f the houses that are for rent now would doubtleas
pased '-)f that tinme, thcr**a might be others aveilable

ich have not come on $0 the maerket ap yvet,

8incerely yours
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No. 1. 719 Fulton St. S. E.

New house =~- south exposure -- six rooms., Living room
with fire-place, dining room -- kitchen with new gas range --
ug 1¢airs -- one very large Wedroom with fireplage, two

osets and four windows -- one moderate sized bedroom, and
one sm.ll one =~ bath room-- hot water heat -- good gas
lightilw fistures. Owner now lives in house-- drafted--
asked $40.00 =~ will take $35.00-~ will not hold.

No. 2. 914 - 7th 8¢, B, E.

Ocoupied by Profeasor Nicholson for nineteen years. 0ld
house -- good neighbornced -- hard-wood floors on first
floor --mo fireplace -- hot alr heat --  five Poomus On
firat Tloor, $hroe opening into each other -- agreened
PORCh == seoond £loor two fair-sized bedrooms, one bagk
bedroom and one very small room, probably a storeroonm,

New eleotrio light fixftures =-- good yard. No range in
kitchen, Rent $35.00

X. 3. Como Ave. between l4th :nd 15th Avenues.
Fages park and playground -- sm2ll yard -- house in

zood gondition -~ hot air heat -- pas Lirepldce - good
]MJ rs -- good basement with laundry -- four rooms down

sbalrg = kit”han not heated from furnace -- tenant has
seal renge ond gasplate for sale cheap -~ four good rooms
o0 ﬁcond floor each with windows on two sidea -~ bath-

T Electric light fixtures on first floor only =—

j cn second, Owner will put electric ’ixturea on second
if necesssry. Asked $37.50, but will take $35.00

-
&
e
E
G

0. 4. 1808 University Ave.

Good location near football field -- small yard —=-

house in good condition and attractive -~ good basemenf—
laandry -- hot air hea$ -- fireplace -- three rooms and
hall on first floor -~ coat closet -- three good rooazs on
second floor and two rooms on third -- gas fixtures -~ owner
micht ot in eleoctric foremmll increase in rent. Present
rént ??3 Present tenant will sell gas range and water

heater chaun.
Be. b. 5068 Qak Street

Good neighborhood -- 0ld house -- not attractive on
outside -~ newly decorated inside -- on street car line --
emall yard -- corbination heat -- fireplace -- four rooms
on firet floor -~ four rooms and bath on second floor =-
hardwood floors down o rly.Rent $35.00
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BrowxN UNIVERSITY

PrRoOVIDENCE,RHODE [sLAND.

Bristol, Conn., R ¥ D # 1,
18 August, 1917.

Professor Solon J. Buck,
35t. Paul, Minnesota,

My dear Mr. Buck;

The night letter which I have sent today
will undoubtedly answer all the essential questionswith
reference to the house problem. Your presentation of the
attractions of the Dr. Wite house made it seam very desira-
ble, consequently we are taking the gamble on the garage
and the ftoom.

It is, as you may imagine, a great relief to feel
that when we reach yinneapolis we have a place to which to
go as soon as we corral our furniture, a portion of which
should already have arrived and be in storage there. Theme
is, of course, the danger of trying to live up to a garage
in the back yard and securing an inmate, but under the cir-
cumstances I think we shall be abde to resist the temptation
for a time.

As I indicated in my telegram, we can make use of
the fittings for the bedroom, and the piano would be a wel~-
come additien. I judged trom wnat you# said that the gas-
range is to remain in the house; that is one of the attract-
ions, among others.

Mrs. Shippee would appreciate it if Mrs. White could
send a rough sketch of the floor plans, especially the s ec =
ond tfloor. Would it be likely that Mrs. Wnite would have
in the store room which she reserves space enough for two or
three trunks? It would appear that we should find no store
room space for such articles, unless the basement is dry so
that there would be no trouble in storing them there; if it
is dry, then that would do very well.

It is needless to say that we very much appeciate
all the effort you have made for us, for we realize some-
thing of the trouble and work you have saved us. I hexitate
to come and sit down betore you for fear the sight of the
house will bring to your mind the hot work you have had this
sunmer, but it appears to be a phychological fact that those
who have conferred great favors have a kind of weakness to-
ward those upon whom the favors are bestowed, so I am trust-

ing. > %
/ 1
Sincerely yours, dg '
P.S. Two items: the address; and should I send the first

month's rent, or wait until I arrive to pay it?
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August 28, 1917

Profeseor Lestér B, Shippee
Bristol, Connesoticut
e Yo Dy 3

My dear Mr. Shippeet-

. I §ozx you will not be 8o grateful
%0 me for my services afiep reading this lettery ale
though I assure you that the unfortunaste situation which
.has arisen is not altogether my feuls.

Hrs, Shippee's letter was delivered
to me Sujda¥y, but .nfertunately the Whites were out of
town and I had no opportunity to see them until this
morping. Mrs, White certainly gave me the impression in
theWbeginning that they could give up the house Septem=-
ber'®, if necessary, although ? understood thet they
would prefer not to do go. Now, however, Dr. White says
that it will be abaclut@ly impossible for them to gpt
ghelr furniture packed Up :nd get out by September 3.

He states, however, that:they will give you possession
Just as soon as possible .nd is quite sure that they
cen do 80 by Thursday, September 8. They are 2130 une
willing %o let you retain possession until July 1, as
thoy expeot to return as soon as the sghool year is
over., There seems to be sore doubt at present as to
Just when the University work will terminate, so the
Dr. sald he would put it that you might retain possea-
gion until the end of Commencenent weak, Az all Univers
81ty work, including examinations and reports thereon,
is complefed the previous week, this would give you
proctically & full week after the close of the Unive
ersity work for packing up.

Naturally I regret very much
that this misunderstanding has arisen, particularly
if T hove been in any way remies in the matter, but
there seenms to be nothing tc do now but®make the best
of the situation. B8hould you feel inclined to give
up the place entirely and attempt to seoure something
else, I think that you would be perfectly Justified in
doing so, but I am ®wet sure that you would gain any-
thing thereby, There will be ut least two unoccupled roomai
in cur house during the firset week in Septamber, and we
would be very glad, indeed, to have part of your family
occupy those roome while walting for the Whites to get
packed up., You aould have your trunks sent from the




traln %0 our plage , and then it would be a very simple
matier to cwr"y them over %o the White's after they
leave, Our fomily consists of my f8%her and mother and
myself, and & maid, and it would not inconvenience us
in the la&st to make this arrange: ent. Your furniture

oould then remalin in '5:0‘:‘3{76 ingid the Whites are (‘ufﬁ.

Dean Ford has decided to rem\in in Waghe
ington, and Stevens, an instructer in the H.M,o“v De~-
partment, has a oommission in the army, ac that we
are looking for men to toke their plages next yenr,

& F you will let me know on what train
you cxlcot t0 arrive in ML““GWPOIiB Monu ay morning,
L will be ve ry glsd to e t you at the station l«:ith
my c r and take you out uo tho houee, You cen then come
t0 an understanding with the Whites or look for another
place at your ledture,

S8incerely yours
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