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Buffalo, N. Y. Jan,3,1918,

S.J.Buck,

Minnesota Historical Soclety,
St.Paul,

Minn,

My Dear Buck:

Prof.Lingelbach's stenographer took your remarks
as on the enclosed sheets. Perhaps they are not:as full as
you would like to have them appear, or have not hit the points
you want most emphaslzed, but I enclcse them for your cone
venlence and trust I may have your version at an early date,

I have written Montgomery about hte committe on
organizatlon and told him thet while I have no objection teo
your plen In itself, I feel that immediate results in the way
of contributicns and arousing of interest could ccme better
from the plan alorg the lines of the enclosed sheet and,if
you would agree to that for this year,we could fight out the
general principle at the next Conference,

I arrived here yesterday and although I may have
more to write later, I will end this letter now,

Yours sincerely,

iz“rp‘ ;/(44 Htgff &2




Ha

Conference of Historlcal Societies,

l-Includes all histecrical sccietics per se; gencalcgical so-
cleties; numismatic soclieties; historical commissions, stete de=
partments of history; and hereditary patriotic societies, general,
state and local,

gocleties as desire to further the progress of historical
ﬁ“d thelr mutual inte ”Gsts gshall contribute such amount as
1 le tc them in view of thelr rescurces, membership
The suggested bas*s is one cent per member, (but not
approximately $5.00 for conwi sions and departments.
which desire tc show 1in t but pyhose resocurces are
aqall or ee&%ribuftczs—on 1ierwise appronrir of any slize are asked,

3=Sccietles and agencies of whatever kind which contribute as
much as one cent per membér,(or {5 for commissione and departments)
ghall have a vote at the Annual Conference by proxy or delegate, or
Ranr S
by mail,

: . Conference shall
p'-'*g;‘."‘t ‘.'.':Ji.c;‘_;l X pub] can buy 1;,1103«,_. Cone
shall :u\eivd’ ' : - A%y
as their cont

O cr
QO -

have ¢
tribu

o
O

-




January 7, 1918

Dr. Aupustus H., SBhearer
The Grosvenor Libruxy
Buffalo, New York

Deaxr Sheasrerfe

I am in reoceipt of your letter of
January 3, g/Instead of the stenographic report
of my remalge you enclosed that of ¥Prince's =
which 1 am sending back to you herewith., I
ghall be plad to revise ming when 1t is received.

With reference %o $tw organizfition
of the conference, I feel that M8 plan to be
adopted ia of lece import:ngs than that the
declision, when reaghed, should be embodied in &
cleay, definite, and formal etatement, no that
everyone concerned will understand exagtly what
the arrengement is. Possibly it would be well

. ¢ form of Lyelaws,. Your
statement, 1 take i1%t,-1s merely intended as o
proposition for discugsion and presumaebly you
did not expeot to send 1t out to the sococicties

in this form.

L
to put this into Hh
% & =

£

8till feel that when permanent
organization %6 40 be achiaved, some less OO
plicated and more definite systom of dues would :
be desireble. The idea of asking e¥éhyinstitution & i’
to contribude as much as it foels like seems to meld
to smagk to0 much of charity, I am not spre but
what a etreight memberghip foe of one or two dole
daxs for each und overy organization would be the
most satimfactory arrangement. Such organizations
as might not feel a&ble %o make thles payment, dbut
were willing to make anmual reports; might be en-
rolled as asasociate membera,

On the whole 1 think it would be best
for Montgomery to appoint sowme one beside me on
the committee, for I am swamped with work at the
present time.

8inoerely yours




Janusry

Dr, Augustus H, Shearer
The Grosvenor LibraXly
Buffalo, New York

Dear Shecrert-
T an in reoeizt of your acte
January 16 with the copy of my remarks enc loa

You are 2till on the mailing
my ey

for our Bullestin. he Novembor issue will
bably be distributed in a ‘.-c.”. or a0.

th another l::'t’::;c::%

I encloge herswit
sorionl Bociety of
f

from the Women's Canadian II
out to me personally, ao I have
’\nulosin}: herewith my check for

ahed it and am
he gzme amount,

Ottewi., The money order wh ‘.‘.élwu Wad made
oa
t

Sincerely youra




Harch 8, 1918

Dear Sheareri-
I have regeived the Progeedings
of the Conference and have looked it over with

much interest., I hope to be able to supply you

with a copy of my remarks in time for inclusion

in the final report., We will include the pay-

ment of dugs te the Confarence of $4.15 in our

pext monthly budget of bills, I truat that you
with us at the M. V. H, A, meeting if

LUABLLLY GBITENEZe TG GO 80,

Sincerely yours
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July 26, 1918

Dr. Augustus H, Shearer
Grosvenor Libraxy
Buffalo, New York

My dear SBhearerge

I presume that Leland has

gent you some extra copies of the Progeedings
of the twelfth anmual Conference of Historical

Societiep., If w0, and if you ¢an spare it,
I would like very muoch to receive one for my
personal file.

I think that your idea of
listing in the appendix all socleties which have
reported at any time is an exgellent one, jand
I am sure that the list will be very uset? to
our emghange department, -

Cordially yours
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December 23, 1918
Dr, Augustus H, Shearor
Grosvenor Library
Buffalo, N, Y.

Dear 8fearorge

I appreciate very much having
been put on the program for the Conference
of Historical Societies, but unfortunately

1t will be impossgible for wme to attend the
meeting at Cleveland this year,

Sincerely yours




January 15, 1219

Dr., A, H, Shearer, Librarian
Grosvenor Library

Buffale, . Y.
Daar Mr. Bhearoerie

My attention hes recently been
galled to the twe nurbers of the Bullatin published
by your library, and I bave looked them over with
very great interenty

I want to congratulate you
inauguration of this publicetlong which wil
I believe, to bo & valuable meang: of promoti

interests of your institution. I Was partiocular=
iy interapted to ohgarve how many probleus we

have in gbmmon. Your deciszion to chanpge to the
Library of Congress olassillication helps to make
me feel that we were justifiod in making a similar
decision several years ago, in spite of the faot
that our progress in the work of reclassifying is

very,very slow,

I expeot to pass through Buffalo
next summer and shall certainly pay & visit %o
your library, for I am aure that I could pick up
& number of pointers whioh would be valusble to
US e _

Sinoerely yours




February 7, 1818

Dr, Augustus H, Shearer
Grosvenor Library
Buffalo, N, Y.

My dear Dr, Bhearerie

_ My plans for the summer are not
sufficiently definite as yet for me to state posie
tively whether or not it would be possible for me
t0 appedr on the program at the meeting of the Amer-
ican Library Association. It is possible that
I might arrange to be there the latter part of the
week and if so, I would be glad to assist in any
way poasible,

My fiance i3 an instruotor
in rhetoric in the University, but her home is in
Brooklyn, We are planning to leave here as soon
as possible after the close of the University,
going by way of the lakes to Buffalo and taking
my car along. We will then drive east, do some
motoring in the Berkshires, and drive all the
way baock,

Sincerely yours
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February 11, 1918

Dr. Augustus H, Shearer
Grosveper Ribrary
% 4 ;4-10, N% Y.

My dear Dr, Shearerge

This morning the First
Hational Bank, through which the business of
the Minnesota Historical Society is donducted,
notified us that they hald never received the
cancelled check, nusber 9388, for $4.15, which wa
vent 80 yon as segretary last April in payment
of our Jdues to the Conference of Historical
Socletiesn,

We have the receipted
bill for thiec amount, but I am wondering. if the
check itself was ever deposited., If 80, it scems
strange that it has not béden returned to the
bank Dy this tige, Ve will appreociate it if you
will let us hegr from you gonoernine thie at
your early congenience.

Sinocerely yours
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Buffalo, N. Y.o  Feb 15 1919

Dr S J Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St Yaul, Minn.

My dear Dr Buck:=-

With reference to your letter of Feb llth I cannot
find as yet; the check for $4 15.™ I acknowledge all checks but for
a while held them as I had no immedlate use for the money, I shall
make & thorough search in the hopes of finding this. I am sorry to
have caused thls trouble already,

Your letter of “eb 7th was very interesting., I will
bear you in mind for the A L A meeting but the more interesting news
at the end of yﬂPRN;Stter was very acceptable, I hope that we are in
Buffalo when yo Feomé through and will expect you to stop with us as
long as you can, I was in Washington last week and saw Mr Leland and
we spoke of you and your future and agreed that you were making a wise

move.

Yours sincerely,

()&A8L~¢4L~F.N“SJ&C4L¢AW
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Buffalo, N. Y.Jen,.16,1918,

S, J.Buch, ;
Minmnesota Historical Socilety,
St.Paul,

Iﬂiim.

My Dear Buck:
I enclose the real copy of your speech, I have

written Montgomery again about the Committee, together with
your remarks, Thank you for yofir enclosureys. I am wonder-
ing if T will still be favored with the Minnesota Eistcrlf&l
Bulletin?

Yours sincerely,

(;Zgﬁ?xLALILLAP'f{.fé;43a4L4J~¥




wie
Discussion by Solon J,. Buek
University of liinnesota,
Historical Society
B e R R I B R R
Read sections of a paper delivered before the librarians
of the state of Hinnestoa,

el L ]

The average person thinks of History as something

dealing V1th§the past, and having no connection with the

present, The e¢hisf function of History is to enable us to
gsee the present.

Complete files of newspaper publishers are often
destroyed by neglect and fires, and therefore should be kept
by local historical societies and libraries. Lspecially
while the country is at war all the contemporary literature
in eirculation should be kept for future reference. A great
deal can be done by the state historical scvecieties in the way
of encouraging public libraries to keep files of all local
papers, Some societies and libraries have a number of large
envelopeeg in which are kept c¢lippings from newspapers. In
Minnesota an index vwas started after the war begap, and they
have collected over five hundred papers from April first to
August firet. Another thing is to collect all posters and
orograms of various meetings, These c¢an be used later for
exhibition purposes. There are a great many pictures too

that are worthy of permanent preservation., The number of




-lw

organizations engaged in war activitics is bevyond count,

Small organizations existed during the Civil Var, but the

records they kept have all dissppeared. Another thing that
should be done it to preserve letters from men in the military
service, and in this way we can secure knowledge of the situa-
tion nnd of casnp life. However, these are only a few suggestious

of the great variety of material whieh could add should be ec¢l-

lected and gziven to a librarian or to the secretary of a hise

torical society which serves a certain community,

up then, secure as much publicity as poassible,

To sum
let the community know that your sceiety is ccllecting
all curfent 1iterature on the war, In this way you can get
the co-operation of the people in saving everything that is
of value in the way of current literature. The newspaper
wen are of great importance. The society should arraige with
asave all such material for the librarian
society to look over, Then comes the question ¢f how
for this naterial, X should be cared for in t e name
any other naterial, and gtored away where it will be oafe.
the materifal comes in, the institution will be enabled to
oide wiat materials are worthy of being preserved, and what &

not. B¢ state scciety can perform this work for a state., It is

digtinotly the duty of the mte historical society te collect
thie uaterial, ond to urge other inastitutions and organizations
within the state to oooperate in thie work, It should also urge
looal public libraries to enter upon the filing and collecting

of materiale of this sort. *hie is the kind of work being done




in dinnesota, and many hn begome enthusiastice about it,

A7

¥hile the war material is the principle consideration at the
present time, it is to be hoped that the work of collecting
current material will not be - ned afte he close of

the w=ar,

- e S




April 30, 1919

Dr. A. H, Shearer
Grosvener Library
Buffalo, New York .

My dear Shearerg-

In looking over some papers re-
cently, I came aorcss the stenographle repert of
ny remarks at 4he mesting of the Conference of
Historical Societies in Decamber, 181%7. Appade
ently I was too busy at the time this'arrived
to do anything with it. Has the copy' for the
final report of this Conf@rence gofiee to prese
yetf and if not dc you want me tO revise this
matérial for inclusion therein?

I £find that 1t will be impossi~
ble for me to attend the A, L. A, meeting. I ex~
pect to leave heve Bunday, June 28, tc be married
in Duluth, June 30, and to take the beat the next
day for Buffalo, arriving there July 5. Will you
be there at that time? If not, I will try to see
you on the way bagk in the early prart of August,

Sincerszly yours
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Prof S J Buck
Minnesota Historical S8ociety
St Faul, Mlan.

v dear Buck: -

_ meeting will be very 1rt“w06i¢nr be-~
cause the New York Pul “the Library of Congress, Hamilton College,
Yale and the New VCPJ ristc“chl will discuss their War collectkons,
but it is not so important because we will have the same discussion
next Christmas at Cleveland and it will be more in the line of the
Historical Societies, so you are excused from Asbury Park, Your other
engagements seem to me to be much more important. We hope to he in
Buffalo on July 5th and trust you will plan to look in on us for as
great a length of time as you can spasre, You will not, of course,
neglect Niagara Falls, M- SReesie., L0 foappossr TR O

- Yo~ o —v
In your last History Bulletin you speak of buying e
Photostat., We are going to buy some such machine soon but the John
Crerar advlises the Cameragraph and the Rectogreph is highly recom-
mended locally. Have you any argument you can mention to us for the
Photostat.




May 20, 1818

Dr. Augustus H, Shearer
Grosvenor Library
Buffalo, New York

Uy dear Sheareriw

I am glad to lgjow that you aretRob
at home on July 8, btut I amafraid it will not D&Y
ble for us to spare more than a few hours in Buffa
at that time. Naturally Miss Hawthorn's mother wants
us to get to Brooklyn as soon as poseible, It may be
that we can astop over a little longer on cur way back.
At any rate I want to take the time to talk over a
nurber of matters with you and to take a look at your
library. I fear we will have to forege the pleasure
of Hiu.g&r‘\, Falls,

The phetostat which we purghaged 1s a

gsecond hand machine, seoursi from the Fisconsin Historical
Bociety. They disposed of it because they wanted to

get alarger maching of the same type ¥alueertain newspaper
work which they were planning to undertakey” I investigated
two or three other machines atout two years ago, and came
to the cenclusion that the photostat would be the most
satisfactory for our purpose, I think that Quaife has
made a moh more exhaustive investigation of the subjeoct
and I was influenced to a congiderable extent by his opin-
ion and experience.

I don't know enough, however, abont the
technical operation of the machinesms the differenges be-
tween them %0 really present any arguments on the sub-
ject, I do know that our maghine hgs done quite satis-
factory work since we succeeded, after innumerable trials,
in getting & mercury tube that would work, ,

Sincerely you-fs
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Dr. August L. Shearsr
Grocqaf”“
Buffal

Very wii¢ty upon receipt of

lﬁ for having falled to let
age of plang, 1 somehow was
hat I had written you %o

would probably be on the

I failed to do so0. I am
you will be willing to excuse
on my part under the gircumstances.

I am, of ciurse, very mch pleased
that Wilson is considering t e inclusion
+ Bulletin in his index. 1t was news to me.

VWith reference to your question as
naps, oy rﬁply vill be very simpla,
ma; ioos*cc ion is etill in the chaotic
a8 before we moved into the new
ian't much prospect of our

s

ything with it until we get more
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I am very busy just now as you may ime

agine, catching up back work, doing some work for
the attorney general on a disputed boundary case,
and asbove all, moving our Lares and Penates into our
new apartment. I trust that you and I will have an
opportunity before long of meeting each others wives
and getting acquainted all around.

Cordially yours
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