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AR COLLEGE DIVISION

&‘!J

WAR DEPARTMENT
\’n OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTON

October 2, 1918.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Hinnesota Historical Soeciety,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

Would you have any interest in the possibility of entering
military service with the rank of captain for the purpose of general
duty with this section, with special responsibility for work in agricul-
ture and transportation as they have affected economic mobilization, and
for the preparation of a guide to the war archives.

Very truly,

-3

Lo
Jm ) _h\&/\'\‘ \J .-;\.'?’;/’.3!.«,‘@‘

Frederic L. Paxson,

biajor. U.S.J‘L.’

Chief, -Economic Mobilization Section,
His torical Branch.







V‘UAR COLLEGE DIVISION mT 1 j lJlb

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTON

October 8, 1918.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
Ste Paul, Minn,

Dear Sir:

Your letter of October 5, 1918 directed to Major Paxson has been
handed to me and in reply I may say that an application from you for a
commigsion as Captain, U.S.4A., for duty in this Branch will receive immediate
consid eration at ow hands.

It is impossible to make any speci fic statement about opportuniti es
for promotion in this work, but there is reason to suppose that the same
rule which prevails throughout the service will in the long run prevail
here and that capacity and performance will receive the usual awards in due course.

In addition to the salary of Captain, there would be, of cairse, the
allowances in commtation of quarters, light, and heat which would amount to

ahout;m per month.
;‘_- —
7

In case you are interested in this opportumity for duty with the

Economic Mgbilization Section of this Branch, will you not submit a report of
medical examination which the medical officer at your University is hereby
requested to make on A.G.0. blank #395, and also two letters of indorsement
from reputable citizens, well acquainted with your work. Youwr formal applica-
tion for a commission as Captain should be directed to The Adjutant General
of the Ammy and enclosed to me. It should contain information upon the
following points:

8¢ Name in full.
b. Address whare you are to be notified of appointment and home
address.
c. Date and place of birth.
d. If subject to the Selective Service law,
l, Result of classification showing class and division
of class.
2. Evidence as to whether @ not you are in the current
quota of your local board.

Present occupation and remmnération; also former employment,
education, including degrees, if any.

If an officer of & State MMil itary Organization, furnish necessary
evidence that your resignation will be accepted by State Adju~
tant of the orgemization to wnich you belong, in the event of
your appointment in the Federal Service.

Have you ever been rejected for a commission in any branci of




the mili tary service or have you another application
for commission pending?®

Very truly yours,

{\/{\ L) rox

C. W4 WEKKS,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief, Historical Branch.
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WaAR COLLEGE DIVISION

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTON

October 14, 1918.

Minnesota Historieal Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Sirs:

We are in correspondence with Dr. Solon J.. Buck, in comnection with

& Captain's commission for service with the Historical Branch of the General
Staff. When his formal application for this is received we shall send forward
& memorandum requesting the issuance of this commission. In case Dr. Buck is
commissioned, we should desire his services as soon as possible and for the
probable duration of the war. There would be no objection to his receiving

a leave of absence from you for the duration of his period of service in the
-tirfnyc

Very respectfully,

(Otovme —

C. W. WEEKS,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief, Historical Branch.




October

Colonsl C. W  Veeks

Chief Historical Branch

War College Diviasion

War Department, Washington, D. 0F

Dear Birge

Uron rodeipt yesterday morning of your
tolegran of QUtu“"r 14, 1 il,s¢1uhu1y took up the
matter with the ¢ oritiea of the Hiuto*ioal
uok;cuy and the Uﬁiva*ﬂi and recelved assurances
from both institutions tl" a laave of sbeonoe would
bc -r:'_r:JLuu\A-.

I had already taken the medicil examingtion
the previous day, o th b it was possibilie for mefte
mail t0 you last night my application directed t6

the “ijut"t 'OTGrni of the u,ny, togethor with the

2

letters ang c*;gts:xﬁLtr1 requested,

a definlite statement as t0 the
act io ;: & trict board on my claassifiention in
the dre ﬂazow‘ ALY, let me know and I will endeavor
to se lote wotion in the matter.

ery truly yours




October 16, 1918

Hajor Frederic L, Paxson

Chief, Economic Mobilization Section
Historical Branch, War College Division
War Depgriment, Washington, D, C.

Uy dear Paxsong=

Colonel uackﬂf! telegram in reply to my
logram to you of Qotober 1l was received yesterday morning.

I had already talked the matter over with
the oxecutive committee of the soglety and with Profesaor
White who is in charge of the department at the University.
It did not take long, therefore, to get assmurances fronm
both dinastitutions that leave of aboence would be granted.

I had also geoured the mediocal examination on the previous
day, and had taken up the matter of securing a statement of
my status in the draft.

Colonel Weeks' 4nstructions were to include
in uy.application & siatement of my olassification in the
draftd4 The University had asked deferred olassification in
Olass®3 K for me, As this falls wi-:;hin the juriediction of
the dlstrict board, the local board had placed me temporarily
in Class 1 A, ‘:n~ nyuqum fonnalir e “had been sent on to the
district board, whitGh hac not agted upon it as yet. What
I did, the “ﬁfQ“p. was o SGCU“L & ptatenent of these facts
fwonn the local Upafd Board and include it with the apilbos-
tion., If 4t is necessaxy to h...vJ a statement as t0 the
final aotion of the distriot board in the matter, let me
know and 1% can doubtless then be procured.

At any rate, I am not included in the ourrent
quota of the local :'r-:.?‘a?:iw and they nt.vep gertified in
their statement.

The cpplication direoted to the adjutant
general of the army, together with the Locompanying papers,
was mailed to Colonel Weeke last night, The telegram from
Colonel "'700413 gtatad that my servicas rot 1d be desired us
goon as poseible after the icsuance of the commis: 1101'1. I
wonder i ;r.:u can "“'LW me cmy idea as to whén the commission
ic likely to be i ued,  Also would it be safe for me 10 age
sume -that the nat ’-_.y;r ia gettled except for the formallitées
and %0 zo ahead with my arraggements here before receiving
the coumission? If 80, it would probably be possible for me




Fo Le Py 10/16/18w=2

to report sooner than otherwise. For example, it wewild be
negessary for me to0 find a renter for the house which we are
ocoupying, and make arrangements for my parents to spend the
winter with relatives elsewhere.

I expeot also to dispose of my automobile, if I
gon seoure a reasonuble price for it, I oould not afford to
maintadn it in Washington, and it would not be wise to pay
storage on 1t here. MNorgover, I will need the money .shich
it will bring to Wy gquipment and to pay traveling expenses
for the f;niiy. I suppose that my own traveling eéxpenses to
Washington will be pald-1f I am commissioned, will they not?

£ I could go ahead with these matters at once,
I could probably get away somewhere about November 1 oxr
very soon thereafter.

Sincerely yours




OCT 22 1818

WAR COLLEGE DIVISION

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTON

October 19, 1918.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,

Minnesota Historical Society,
St. J.ml, _"i-j.n:lc

Dear Buck:

Under no circumstances should you cut loose from lMinnesota
until you have received a telegram bearing the signaiture of the
Adjutant General of the Armmy ammouncing that you have been or will
be commissioned, because until such action takes place, we have no
absolute certainty as to final approval of our recommendations. It
will be proper for you after receiving such an official telegram, to
accept and to proceed as soon as possible.

According to my understanding, pay begins on the date of
formal acceptance of the commission but no traveling allowance is made
to cover expenses incident to reporting for duty in the first instance.
There are, however, several days of grace during which the individual

receives his pay, before he is dne actually to report and in these days
the expense of transportation is appraximately covered by the accumla~
ted PJ,J.

Cordially yours,
o o

— I\ Y
< ww‘(\l QB

Frederic L. Paxson,

Major, UsS.d.,

Chief, Economic liobilization Section,
Historical Branch.




Ootober 15, 1918,

From: Mrector, War flans Diviszion, Cemernl Staf?, Ary
Uollage, Washington, 0.0

Va

Local Demft Hoard, 2nd Distriat, Mimmeapolls, Minn.

-1 =

Avaruved o 1o 6 faand A »
wivanced claos it ieatlen of ur,

sspr Solon Jugbus Buck of 5i, Mul, dinoeso ta, is an applie-
malsplon for duty in this Divisien. ¢ is roquested tint
4 3oam glve hin aun sdvanoed classif

gsification in order thnt
0 hig reXxyd Vo be supnitieds The plagalf icntion shouid
bl ¢ him Co ba Yebuned o thi iea.
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WAR COLLEGE DIVISION
WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTON

October 21, 1918.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Mimmesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minndsota.

Dear Sir:

Herewith you will find a blank form for individuwal induction
1 & copy of a request upon your Local Draft Board for advanced
classifications In case you should be placed in Class 1-A, or in
deferred classification on account of industry, ocaupation or employ-
ment, it will be necessary for you to be inducted before receiving your
commission. Copy of a circular relating to personnel is enelosed for
your information. Upon receipt of enclosed induction blank, you should
secure your classification and return the blank to me, whereupon I will
take steps for the authorization of your induction, and you will be
suitably infomed by your Local Draft Board, whick will order yomu to
Washington, providing transportation, ete., for the same,

As soon as your indwe tion has been completed, you will have
your Draft Board wire immediately to me and we shall start the special
I pers for your commission in order to reduce the delay in this connection.

1T v r P
Very truly yours,

@(U O MR o
C. W. WEEKS,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief, Historical Branch,




October 24, 1918

Colonel C., W, Weeks

Chief Historical Branch

War Plans Division

War Department, Washington, D. C.

Dear Siri=

pon receipt of your letter of Oatober 21, I took
the request for advunced classifigation and the induction
blank to my local draft boafd, There I was informed that
my questionnaire was still in the hends of the district
board, whereupon I consulted the dlstrict board and wags ine-
formed that the case had been submitted to itas "advisory
board® from which it would probably take some time 0 secure &
recommendation,

The clerk of the district board adviseld me, there-

fore, inazsmuch as-it made no difference in the procéddure in
my case whether I should be classified in one A or in three K,
to withdraw the clalm for deferred classification on account
of ‘industry, ocfupation, or employment, and accept classifioca=
tion in class ohe A. In order to facllitate matters, I fole-
lowed thia advice and was placed definitely in class one A,

he induction blank, with the desired data from
thé draft board entered thereon, and =2lsc a statement from
the draft board certifying to this data, are englosed here~
‘,:ithc

If you cen give me any indication as to how long
it will probably be before I am called fcr induction, and also
how soon thareafter I will be required to entrain for Washe
ington, I would greatly appreciate it. There are many are
rangements which I must make here before I leave, and some of
thene cannot be attended to until I know definitely that I am
t0 leuve and approximately when I am to lesmwe, However much
time may be allowed me after induction I shall, of ocourse,
take no more of it than is necessary, and shall arrange %0 ge
to Washington just as soon as possible,

g
v

Very truly yours




NOV § 1918

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STLFF
RANCH, OPERATIONS DIVISION
APPOINTMENT SUB~SECTION ‘
VASHINGTON,

November 6, 1918,
Date

From: Chief, Appointment Sub-Section.

Tos Mre. Solon Justus Buck, St. Paul, Mimesota.

Subjects Industion of Applicant fop Comnission in the Army.

1.  Orders have been requested f
Course of issue, You should be direct _
port to the Loocal Board at Folw 2. 0f Minn,Mimmeapolis,
for entrainment to Camp Grant, inoi *» Pending such
direction do not communicate with this office. Keep in close touch
with the draft board above desigmated,

2 Upon your arrival at the above mentioned camp you will
present this letter (in=duplicatel to the Personnel Adjutant to whom

you report, and Tequest that this office be s¢ advised by telegraph
in the folloving form; P :

Davis, Roem 595 State War end Navy Building,
waﬂhington, DEC‘-

Candidate Solon Justus Buck arrived Camp Grant
i:oday.

{Signed) ;
Commanding Officer,

3« For the information of the Commanding Officer the fellowing
is quoted from legter of the Director of Operations, General starr,
dated September 26, 1918,

MRS the man in question need not 5 haye issued to him
enlisted men's clothing, €quipment, etc., though he will
draw the Py and allowances of a private during such
preriod." (While awaiting commission),

Upon receipt of above ~mentioned wire further steps will be
is office towerds your appointment 2s sn officer of the Army,

By direction of Chief, Personnel Branch, ‘General Stafse,
\

Harry Davis, Lfjor, General Staff,
Chief, Appointment Sub-Section,




OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
COMMISSIONED PERSONNEL BRANCH, OPERATIONS DIVISION
APPOINTMENT SUB-SECTION
WASHINGTON.

Original & Carbon sent you to:

Ii i i Soei Universi f Minnesota
Mimmesota Historical Society,University o : ’ 19
St. Paul, Minnesota, which should be presented to Noverber G, tem'

Commanding Ufficer designated thercin.

From: Chief, Appointment Sub-Section.

0t Mps Solon Justus Buak, St. Paul, Mimesots.
Subject: Induction of Applicant for Commission in the Army.

1. Orders have been requested for your induction, and are in
course of issue. You should be directed, within a few days, to re-

port to the Local Boargyata.g Biviston,—106—Polwell Fﬁ? Uaiveof Mdm, Minneapolis.
for entrainment tocgmp Grant. I1linois . end ing such ;

direction do not communicate with this office. Keep in close touch

with the draft board above desigmated.

2. Upon your arrival at the above mentioned camp you will
present this letter (in duplicate) to the Persomnel Ad jutant to whom
you report, and request that this office be so advised by telegraph
in the following form: :

Davis, Room 695 State War and Navy Building,
Washington, D.C.

CandidSbdon Juatus Bugle . errived Camfivant .

today.
(Signed ) :
Commanding Officer.

8.  For the information of the Commanding Officer the following
is quoted from letter of the Director of Operations, General Staff,
dated September 26, 1918,

Ix¥x*x¥ the man in question need not. ~ have issued to him
enlisted men's clothing, equipment, etc., though he will
draw the pay and allowances of a private during such
period." (While awaiting cemmission). .

4. Upon receipt of above -mentioned wire further steps will be
taken by this office towards your appointment as an officer of the Army,

By direction mef.l’erﬂml Bm' Gmm Staft'

B

Y.
BRYEY, "H580. WS- sBmST R Ghees




WAR IEPARTMBNT EneCey )L/ ) f
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF -
WASHINGTON JGT-GT

September 26, 1918,

The Director of Operations,
The Chief of All Staff Corps and Departments,

Appointment of Officers from Civil Life.

In connection with the memorandum from The Adjutant General's Office
dated September 23, 1918, with reference to the appointment of officers from
civil life the following procedure will be followed in disposing of suspend-
ed cases,

1. Qualified applicants over 46 years of age may be commissioned direct
from civil life, Papers in such cases should be forwarded direct to The
Adjutant General as heretofore.

2, @ualified applicants between the ages of 18 and 45, both inclusive,
whose appointment was initiated and to whom the Goverrment did obligate it-
self prior to August 12, 1918, may be commissioned direct from civil 1life.
Papers in such -cases should be forwarded direct to The Adjutant General with
a statement as to the obligations of the Government,

3, Qualified applicants between the ages of 18 and 45, both inclusive,
who have been placed in a deferred classification on grounds other than in-
dustry, occupation or employment, including agriculture, may be commissioned
direct from civil life., Papers in such cases should be forwarded direct to
The Adjutant General accompanied by evidence as to such de ferred classifica-
tion,

4., Qualified applicants between the ages of 18 and 45, both inclusive,
placed in Class 1 meeting the physical requirement for limited or special
militady service only (included in what is known as Group (C) Medical Regu-
lations, Form 65, or who would be placed in Class 1 for such special or limit-
ed military service except for industry, occupation or employment, including
agriculture, may be commissioned direet from civil life, Papers in such
cases should be forwarded direct to The Adjutant General eccompanied by evi-
dence as to such status,

5. Qualified applicants between the ages of 18 and 45, both inclusive,
rlaced in class 1 for general military service or who would be placed in
Class 1 for such general military service except for industry, ococupation,
or employment, including agriculture, must be first inducted into the service
before a commission can be granted. Procedure as in 6 (b) below.

6s A qualified applicant who does not fall wikthin the foregoing rules
because he has not been finally classified or e -amined physically may have
his classification or physical examination advanced upon presentation to his
Local Board of a certificate from the Chief of a Corps or Department of the
Army setting forth that he is a candidate for a commission. All such appli-
cants should be furnished with such certificate and also with the usual form
of induction Blank, They should be instructed to appear before their draft




=-2=

baards for advance classification. There will be two methods of procedure
thereafter:

(a) Those who after classification fall within the cate-
gories numbered 3 and 4 above, should be instructed to return
statement from draft board showing classification and return
the induction blank not filled out, The papers in such cases
can then be forwarded to The Adjutant General direet in the
wsual manner, 3

(b) Those who after classification fall within categery
mumbered 5 above must be first inducted into the service before
& commission can be granted., They should be instructed to have
their induction blanks filled out and returned, The Staff Corps
or Department concerned should then have the applicant in question
inducted in the usual manner and ordered to report to the
nearest camp or station under its control, advising the com=
manding officer thereof that the man in question need not have
issued to him enlisted men's clothing, equipment, etc., though
he will be drawing the pay and allowance of a private during
such period. As soon as notice of his induction ie received
his papers should be completed and submitted to The Commission-
ed Personnel Branch, Operations Division, witih evidence of such
induction, whereupon steps will be taken to issue him a come
mission with the least practicable delay.

7« 1In all cases coming under category (b) above each bundle of such
recommendations will be accompanied by a list or abstract showing name,
grade, age, education, qualifications and physical conditién of applicants,
their selective service classification and a brief statement as to why it is
desirable to appoint them from civil 1life,

HENRY JERVEY,
Brigadier General, U,S. A.,
Assistant to The Chief of Staff,
By

Jas, G, Steese,
Colonel, General Staff.
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November 14 4wic18

Hajor Prederio L., Paxaon

Chief Economio: Mobiligzation

Historical Brasoh, War Golle%e Diviaion
War Department, Washington, L.

Dear Paxoong=

I want to thank you for your tele=-
gram of yesterday. I had antioipated something
of this egort from the statements in the newa=
papers.,

If & decision is finally reached that
I am to be conmiscioned, I suppose that the pro=-
cedure of induction as « private will now be
djspensed with, will it Lcﬁ? I am rather sorry
not to have the opportuniiy to spend some time
at Ceamp Crant in the reoll of o private, for I
think it would have beern sn interesting experience,

I truct that you will let me know
juat as soon as there are any further develop-
ments in the uleuution in order that I may make
my plansg accordingly.

Sincerely yours




Nov 1 o 1918
lolon Justus) s

WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF,
WASHINGTON.

November 16, 1918.

¥r. Solon Justus Buck,
Minnesota Historical wociety,
University of Minnesota,
Ste Paul, Minn,.

In view of the fact that applications of civilians for
appointment in the United States Amy are no longer being con-
sidered, and no further original appointments are to be made,
the request made upon the Provost Marshal Generasl on November
6, 1918 for your induction into the service, and entrainment to
Camp Grant with a view to being commissioned, has been returned
to this office without action.

You will, therefore, disregard the communication from this
office of November 6th on the subject. Your draft status remains
unchanged. All papers in your case will be retained on file in
this office.

Harry Davis,
Major, Gener:l Staff
Chief, Appointment Sub-Section.




November 19, 1918

Major Frederic L, Paxaon

ORief Economio Mobilization Section
Historical Branch, War College Diviesion
War Department, Washington, D. C.

My deaxr Paxsonge

I am in receipt this moming
of a letter from Major Harry Davias, Qhicf Ap=-
pointment Sub-Section of the General 8taffl,
together with a carbon copy of the same which
I am enclosing herewith, LV

From this it would appear
that there is no lorger any prospect of my
receiving the commigsion, but I want %o be
quite sure before going ahead definitely with
other rlane. I will appreciate 1% very muoh,
therefore, if you will let me krow as soon as
possible whether or not you consider the umat-
teor sottled,

Sincerely yours




WAR PLANS DIVISION NOV /..}- : IQ?H

WAR DEFPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTCN

Nov. 21, 1918.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Hinnesota Historical Soeiety,
8t. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

To the best of my knowledge and greatly to my regret, I fear
that ouwr hopes to get you with us are at an end. I do not see any
brospect of getting commissions at this time for anybody, and mmech as I
should des;re to have you here I do not see any feasible way to bring
it aboute. /iThe signing of the Armistice hit me very heavily, since it
cancelled the issuance of several other commissions upon which I had
been working for several weeks and we expect to have to proceed now by
means of transfers of officers who are already in the service and are
able to do our work. /

I am sorry the thing has blown up this way ead am personally
grateful to you for your willingness to cooperate in the work.

Cordially yours, b,

— \‘h
Frederic L. Paxson,
Ikﬁa',]. or, Uo:.:n-;.o,
Chief, Economic Mobilization Section,
Historieal Branch.




WAR DEPARTMENT,
OPERATIONS DIVISION, GENERAL STAFF,
PERSONNEL BRANCH,

OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT SECTION,

o
J0L0N
o8 WASHINGTON, D. C.

Rccommmndation that you be commissioned _Cant. in the

t.large 1as in this office at the time of

saticn of hostiliicss The granting of commissions ceased at that
aking your appeintment, as LCDMﬂLnde impossible.

Your desire to serve is fully appreciated, and from the records
it arpears that you are legally eligible for eappointment in the Officcrs!
Reserve Corps.

It is impessible at this time to commission you in the Officers!

Reserve Corps in a br am‘}‘ 301‘1"0‘;9'1?’1(:5 ng to that for which formerly recom-
mended, -Such branch ¢f the Officers' Reserve Corps docs rot exist, and
any eppointment made mast be in ore of thce existing branches of the
QZficers! Reserve Curps, which are as follows:
Adjutant Gc-ncral's Rescrve Corps
Inspcctor General's HReserve Gorps
Judge “uvouatu Ger:eral's Reserve Corps
@uartermastecr Recerve Corps
Medical Lepariment Reserve Corps

(a) Medical Peserve Corps

(b} f;nual Reserve Corps

{c) Veterinary Reserve Corps
Enginesy Rcs-';"_-'vc Corps
Orciance Reserve Corps
Sa gnal Reserve COI‘ s

{a) Aviation Section
Cavalry Reserve Corps
Ficld Artillery Reserve Corps
Coast Artilliery Reserve Corps
Infantry Reserve Corps

M

N St St Nt S

(
(
(
(
(

s AN

If you desire appnintment in the Officers!' Rescrve
please fill out the irvlosed epplicatiorn hlank ard maii direc
indicated thereon, PFurther examination will be u necessary
pointment will be made provided vac ev’rca exist whan your ag !
is received, and the cffice that previcusly rccommnerndsd you concurs

By direcction of the Chief, Igr: o“nul Rranch:
Jay L Burcd‘ct

Inclosures, Lievterant Cnlorel,
General Staff,

X

Form 153 CPB-GS.




Jamuary 11, 1918

Lieutenént Colonel Jay L. Benedioct
Personnel Branch

0ffice of Procurement Section
Operations Division, General Staff
War Department, Washington, D. C,
¥ g

Dear Sirt-

Stme time ago I received from you a form letter
(Form 153 CPB-GS8) dated December 18, 1918, stating that I
had been recommended for a commission as captain in the
U, 8. A., At large, but that the commission was not granted
because of the cessation of hostilities, informing me that
I was legally eligible for appointment in the Officers'
Reserve Corps, and requesting me, if I desired such appoint-
ment, to £ill out the enclosed application blank.

In view of the faot that I did not feel qualified
for service in any of the existing branches of the Officers'
Reserve Corps, I replied to the effect that I did not de-
gire suth appointment, Since then I have received a letter
from Major Frederic L. Paxson, Chief, Economio Mobiliza~
tion Section, Historiocal Branch, General Staff, who was
instrumental in seocuring the recommendation for a commission
for me and in whose seotion I expected to serve, in which
letter he states that there is a movement on foot t0 organe~
ize a branch of the Officers' Reserve Corps composed of men
who shodld be available for such special services., Major
Paxson wugfaated, therefore, that I withhold my declination
of an appointment in the Officers' Reserve Corps for the
time being.

In view of the faot that this deoclination had ale-
ready been transmitted to you, it was impossible for me to
flollow his suggestion., If it is not too late now, I should
1ike to be permitted to withdraw the declination and to
have the opportunity to apply for a commission in the Offi-
cers' Reserve Corps in case the movement referred to by,
Major Paxson should materialize.

Very truly yours

B/P




Jamary 11, 1919

Lisutenant Colonel Jay L, Benedict
Personnel Branch

Office of Proourement Seotion |
Operations Division, Ceneral Staff
Yor Department, Washington, D, C,

Dear Birte

Some time apo I reccived from you a form letter
(Form 152 CPB-0S8) dated Decewber 16, 1918, stating that I
had been recommended for a coummission as captaln in the
Us 8. Ay, At large, but thot the commission was not granted
beoouse of the cescation of hostilities, informing me that
I wos lagglly eligible for sppointment in the Officers!
Reserve Corps, and requesting me, if I desired such appointe
ment, to £ill out the enclosed application blank,

In view of the fsot that I did not feel qualified
for service in any of the existing brsnches of the Ciliceras!
Roserve Corps, I replied to the c?faot thaet I 4id not do=
aire sudh appointment. 8Sings then I have reosived a lettor
from Major Frederic L. Paxson, Chief, Eoonomio Mobilizaw
tion Section, Historioal Branch, General Btaff, who was
inatrumental in securing the recommendation for a comulssion
for me and in whose gection I expected %o merve, in which
lettor he atates that there is o movement cn foot 0 crpane
ize a branch of the Officera' Reaserve Corps couposed of men
who shefidd be ayalilodble for such speocial services, Major
Paxson suppentod, therefore, that I withhold ay deolination -
of an sppointuent in the Qffigers! Reserve Corps for the
timo bLeing,.

In vien of the faot that thias deolinantion had ale
ready beon trensmitted to you, it was impoesible for me to
foldow Mis mupeoption, If 46 ie not toe lnte now, I should
like t0 be permitted to withdrew the deglination and to
have the opportunity to appily for & commieaion in the Offie
cern' Reserve Corps in cumee the movement referred to by
Major Paxson should metorialise,

Yery trmuly yours

B/P




JAN 18 1919

WAR DEPARTMENT,
OPERATIONS DIVISION, GENERAL STAFF,
PERSONNEL BRANCH
OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT SECTION,
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 14, 1919,

Mr, Solon J. Buck,
Supt. Minnesota Historical Society,
Saint Paul, Minn.

Sir:

Replying to your letter of January 11, you are informed that
if a section of the Officers' Reserwe Corps is organized, to ap-
pointment in which men of your special qualifications will be eliw
gible, the fact of your declination of appointment at large will not
prejudice your case,

If this new section should be organized the Historical Branch,
General Staff, will be called upon to recommend such names as may
be available, in which case it appears that no doubt your name will
be included.

Respe ctfully,

o 0{ e
JL’EW -ﬂ.ﬂ{f[ LA
we H. Williams
Lieut, Col,, General Staff,
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