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April 6, 1923

Mrs. Clara S, Paine
Lincoln, Nebraska

My dear Mrs, Péaine:-

Mr. Shippee, Mr. Buck, and I have been talk-
ing over the situation here at the University of Ninnesota, and
have reached the conclusion thet one of the difficulties with
the editorial office is lack of assistance. I have come to re-
alize how much work was done by the various members of my staff
at the University of Illinois and feel the lack of that skilled
help very much. We are also agreed that from the present finan—-
cial situation of the Association, it might be possible to secure
the sum of $375 to be added to the §225 given by the University
of Minnesota, thus creating a $500 assistanceship which would
give us all the assistance that is required.

I am writing to you for your opinion on the
gsubject. It certainly would make things go a great deal more
easily if I could have half time of some person to look after
matters; so please do figure the budget over very carefully with
this in mind.

There are certain expenses that would be
saved. Mrs. Buck, for instance, has been obliged to pay for the
services of a collator in reading proof and Miss Wheelhouse has
occasionally been obliged to secure the services of a typiet and
collator. Also, we were obliged to pay extra for making an
index last year and this year, it will probably be more. This
would be saved so that the extra expense undoubtedly would not
be more than $250, and, very probably, some less,

I enclose a voucher for expenses.

Sincerely yours

Extract from a letter from Mr, Alvord to Mrs. Paine
dated April 20, 1923

I think I overestimated the extra cost of an assistant. We
should pay the assistant $275.00. We ere paying now about $100.00
for the copying of an index every year so the extra expense would
be only $175.00.




The Wniversity of Chicago
Department of bistorp

Oct.. 15, 19235.
Dr. Solon J, Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

My dear friend, Buck:

Your communication of the 11th regarding the Msnaging
Editorship of the Review just reached me. The plan of
procedure suggecsted by you seems entirely proper and fair.

My choice for the sub-committee is as follows:

Solon J. Buck, chairman; St. George L. Siouscat; Arthur C. Cole.

We have certainly reached & critical stage in the
carcer of the Review, and it seems to me that its very fate is
bound up in the selection of Alvord's successor. We must

have a man of maturity and ripeness of scholarship with a
well-established reputation as a scholar and editor throughout
the profession. If we do not secure such a man the Review
is sure to go down and eventually out.

With best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely,
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No. 100 B.St., N.E.,
W.C.COCHRAN Vasghington, D.C.

B ik P o T

FTEoas P Sty Oct. lc’ 1923 -

Solon J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul,Minn,

Dear Sir:-

Yours of llth inst., with enclosure was
forwarded to me from Cincinnati.

1 am glad Mr.Alvord is to have two years
for research and writing in Engiland. We may hear
more of the Georges and other interesting-- if not
altogether pleasigg---makers of history.

I am sorry to lose his editorship of
the Mississippi Valley Historical Magazine. We
must shift the responsibility to = me other capable
and equally willing person.

I have indicated as my choice for the
special committee, Messes. Connelley, Buck and
Shambaugh and recommend the latier for chairman.

I shallbe at work here inWashington for
some six weeks to come and can be reached at the ad
dress given at the head of this letter.

With best wis

bers of The M.V, H.A.
Yours sincerely,

T "




THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA
lowaA C117Y, lOWA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

October

reply to your communication of October 1llth in

reference to a sub-committee on nominations for filling

the managing éditorship of the Mississippi Valley His-

torical Review, I would submit the following names:

Solon J. Buck, Chairman
Eugene C. Barker
Harlow Lindley
When the committee is appointed I would be pleased
to make suggestions for filling the position at the proper
time -- if such suggestions should be desired by the com-
mittee.

Very cordially yours,

5

Superintendent
Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society

St. Paul, Minn.




THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
COLUMBIA

October 20, 1923.

Mr. Solon J. Buck,

Minnesota Historical Society,

St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Mr. Puck:

I am returning your list of members of the
Executive Committee and have checked Lindley, Connelley,
and Fuller for the sub-committee. I have indicated

Lindley as my preference for Chairman.

Sincerely,

ecretary.
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KANSAS
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WILLIAM E. CONNELLEY, SECRETARY
TOPEKA

October 22, 1923

Dr. Solon J Buek,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minn.

Iy dear Dr. Buck:~-

In reply to your favor of the 11" inst. I am returning
you the list of the Executive Committee with my selections
checked. They are Dr. Lindley, Dr. Fuller, and my old time
friend Shoemaker of Missouri.

I think your plan is the best one that could be devised
to settle this matter. With best regards

K/H-Sincerelj/yours,
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Mississippi Vallen Ristorical

SECRETARY-TREASURER

L4 -
EUGEI‘:"EESCITE;‘;RKER Aﬁﬁnttﬂtlnn MRS. CLARENCE S. PAINE

STATION A

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

AUSTIN, TEXAS
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER

Dr, Solon J. Buck
St. Paul, Minn,

Dr. " Bieck:

I desire to vote for the followi

: FB sire for the following men

c.,g r_.M._‘bel:Jlof '§he comuittee +to consider +the selection
1 & managing editor for thé Review, ;

Harlow

T4 A r Hig+nrd 7 i

Lindley, Indiana Historical Commission, Indianapolis
dianar

Chauncey S. Boucher, Univ. of Chicago

ws

William E. Connelley, Topeka

peka,

Yours truly,

Ol & L2
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To the Members of the Executive Committee and the
Board of Editors of the Mississippi V&lley
Historical Association e

The undersigned, having been elected your sub-committee
to make recommendations for the managing editorship of ths Review,
would like to receive suggestions from each member of the executiwe
committse and of the board of editors. The following has besen drawn
up as a tentative statement of the qualifications which secem to be
egsential.

First and foremost the man selected for the position should
have high ideals of scholarship and of literary excellence in order
that the Review may maintain its present high standards. He must also
be a man of Ju?fioiant tact and business ablllty to enable him to

_maintaln relations with editors, contributors, reviewers, =n= those
whose books are reviewed, the printers, and the members of the Asso-
ciation generally. He should be in a position to devote a reasonable
amount of time to the work; which practically means that he must be
connected. with some institution which will relieve him from part of
his work for that institution without relieving him of any of his sal=-
ary. Finally he must be so loeated that he and his editorial assis-
tants have access to a large onllection of books and periocdicals in
the field of American history, and to a depository catalogue of
Library of Congrédss cardgyin order that references may be checked up
and revisged without .‘31:1?

The co=operation of the institution with which the editor
is connected would seem to be particularly important. In the case
of Professor Alvord, the Univeraity of Minnesota not only gave him
a very light teaching program but also supplied him with stenographic
service and with the part time assistangce of a graduate student to
look after the handling of books for review, exchange a, etc, The
Agsociation is not yet in a position to pay for these services and
it can hardly be expected that the editor will do them himnelf or
pay for them out of his own pocket.

Plsase write fully about any poassible candidates for the
position and address your reply to the chairman of the sub=committee,
in care of the Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul. The committee
will oconsider it as confidential.

Very truly yours
‘5r Wm. E. Connelley
Harlow Lindley
Solon J. Buck, Chairman




CThe Mississippi Dalley Historical Review
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WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Saint Louis

History Department

December 31, 1923.

Professor Solon J. Buck,
University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis.

Dear Buck:

I refrained from answering your inquiry concerning the
editorship of the Mississippi Valley Historical Review until
my return from Columbus., I find that there is some opposition
to the continuance of Shippee. This is based upon two points:
(1) that he seldon attends meetings and is not personally
known to the great majority of members; (2) that recently the
editorial expense has greatly increased. I also found that
Professor Boucher was advocating the appointment of Barker,
but that this was opposed by Paxson on the ground that Texas
is too remote and really not in the Valley. Paxson advanced
the name of Pelzer; a choice that would probably meet with_ the
approval of few. Through the whole discussion, which was large-
1y informal, it seemed to me that I scented poiitics, a thing
which to me was very unfortunate. I felt that back of it all
was institutional jealousy and possibly personal ambition.

Only one thing should be taken into consideration. We
want an efficient managing editor. 1 suggested that Shippee
be made Acting Managing Editor for a year. This would give
him an opportunity to show what he could do independently. At
the end of a year, if his editorship had not proven satisfac-
tory, some one else could be chosen. After listening to all
of the arguments, I saw no reason to change my mind.

I had a long talk with Barker. He has no ax to grind.
and At one time he would have accepted the editorship if he
were a unanimous choice. He now feels that it would be un-
wise for him to take it. This eliminates the Boucher notion.
Another Boucher idea, I gather, is that the magazine should be
changed in character and should be made a magazine of American
history. I am opposed to this, for I think that it would de-
stroy the distinctive character of the Review.

Please use this letter in a confidential manner. I have
been very frank, but I see no other way. You and your colleagues
on the committee ought to have all the cards on the table. 1
regretted exceedingly that you were not at Columbus,

Yours sincerely,
T. M. Marshall




THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF [OWA
IowA CI1TY, JOWA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Buck:

u at Columbus and discuss with
the position of Managing Edi-
ey Historical Review.

The qualifications set forth in your letter of Decem-
ber 20th constitute an ideal which we should have in mind
in making the selection. I doubt, however, whether we
would be able to find anyone who would measure up to all
of the qualifications mentioned.

There 1s one matter in connection with the appoint-
ment that I had hoped to discuss with you in some detail.
I refer to the financial contribution which might be made
by the institution with which the Managing Editor is con-
nected. It seems to me that the editorial and proof
reading assistance, as well as stenographic assistance,
might well come from the institution with which the Man-
aging Editor happens to be connected. It has seemed to
me that the Mississippi Valley Historical Association has
been paying more than the Association could afford for
such assistance. I do not mean to suggest that the as-
sistance is not worth what it has cost the Association.
On the contrary, I do not think that such service has
been adequately compensated. My point is that we should,
if possible, choose a Managing Editor who could secure
such assistance from the institution with which he is
connected in order that the Association might be relieved
of the expense.

In this connection I recall that the first seven
volumes of the Proceedings of the Association were edit-
ed and published without one cent of expense to the As-
soclation in the way of editorial assistance, proof
reading, stenographic work, and the like.

Very cordially }rours,%
Dr. Scleon J. Buck SD

Minnesota Historical Socie Superintendent
St. Paul, Minn. '




THE REGISTRY OFFICE
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The University of Oklahoma

Norman, Oklahoma

January 3, 1924.

Mrs. Clarence S. Payne,
Lincoln, Nebraska.

Dear Mrs. Payne:

I should like for Mr. Buck to
accept the editorship of the Review if he can.
The only other name that I can suggest is that
of Mr. C. S. Boucher of the University of Chi-
cago.

Yours very truly,

(8igned)

Roy Gittinger




THE STATE IHISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA
Towa CI1TY, lOWA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT




GOV. WARREN T, M*CRAY
PRESIDENT

SAMUEL M. FOSTER
VICE-PRESIDENT

ESTHER U. MENITT
SECRETARY

JAMES A. WOODBUARN

\ | JAN O 1924
Yndiana Historical Commission

STATE HOUSE
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

A
5\

HARLOW LINDLEY, DIRECTOR
LUCY M. ELLIOTT, ASSISTANT

January 7th, 1924

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St., Paul, Minn.

Dear Mr. Buck:

I enclose a letter which has been
sent direct to me in order I suppose to protect
you from personal embarrassment. However, it
seems to me a8ll this data should be filed in one
place, and the logical place of course is with
the Chairman of the Committee, so I am forwarding
the communication on to you.

I shall be very willing to assume
the responsibility of presenting to the Committee
the suggestions contained therewith when the time
comes for the Committee to meet.

With kindest regards and best wishes,
I am

Very sincerely

Wecloitidl,
-

Director.

CHARLES W, MOORES

. LEW M. O'BANNOMN

MRS, JOHN N. CAREY

HMAYE MILNER RASS

THOMAS F. MORAMN




THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA
IlowaA C1TY, lOWA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
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ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS

PuBLisSHED By

THE lILLINOISSTATE HisTORICAL LIBRARY

LOCATED AT SPRINGFIELD

THEODORE C. PEASE,Ecitor
426 LiNcOoLN HALL, URBANA, ILLINOIS

Januery 8, 19&4.

Professor Solon J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.
My dear Buck:
With respect to the report of the

committee on an editor for the Mississippi Valley

Historical Review of December 26 I think the

criteria you lay down are the necessary ones to
follow in making a choice. I understand that
Quaife would be glad to have the position. I

do not know whether he is at present connected
with any institution that can make the necessary
contribution, but in case he is I should think
he would be an eligible person for the place.

Jincerely yours,

/

ér f"' /

_ R,
Howilais 5 (i




r

ILLINOIS HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS

Published by

The Illinoie State Historical Library

January &, 1924,

Professor Solon J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
5t. Paul, Minnesota.
My dear Buck:
With respect to the report of the

committee on an editor for the Mississippi Valley

Historical Review of December 26 I think the

criteria you lay down are the necessary ones to
follow in making a choice., I understand that
Quaife would be glad to have the position. I

do not know whether he is at present connected
with any institution that can make the necessary
contribution, but in case he is I should think
he would be an eligible person for the place.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Theodore C. Pease




Professor Solon J. Buck -~ 2 : March 25, 1924.

tution that could make a larger contribution than the one
indicated, provided such an institution could be found.

The finances of the Association have been so precarious
that it seems to me it is very important to relieve them
from as much of the burden of the Review as we possibly
"gan. As far as persons to undertake it are concerned I
could wish your refusal was not final, but I should be per-
fectly satisfied to see the editorship in the hands of
Cole, Paxson, Quaife, or Shambaugh. I am not so sure

about the others on the list.

Sincerely yours,
” ) v /,,/.'
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The University of Texas
Austin

Department of History
1/13/24.

Dear Buck:

I have been trying to find time since getting back from
Columbus to write to you. I wish you had been there; some
preliminary work could have been done on the problem of the
editorship. The fragmentary discussion that I heard from
time to time did not seem very encouraging. I am inclined to
think that the rivalry of place is going to cut more of a fig-
ure than that of the man. If Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Iowa
can get together, I imagine that the thing can be easily set-
tled. Otherwise, I am afraid there will be trouble. There
seemed to be a disposition to question the item of editorial
expense, as no doubt Mrs. Paine will have told you. It isn't
logical, but it ie a fact.

Marshall says he hasn't the time, and I am convinced that
he means it. To clear the personal atmosphere, though it will
not simplify the problem appreciably, I may say that I would
not take the job. It won't simplify, because I and Texas pro-
bably wouldn't have added to anybody's uncertainty anyway.
There seems to me to be left, you, Shippee, Paxson, Shambaugh,
and Cole. I suspect that the Wisconsin people favor Quaiffe,
but I doubt his suitability. Shippee's incumbency is a strong
point in his favor, and will determine the issue if local jeal-
ousy is not too active. As a dark horse for compromise I
should strongly favor Cole. It seems to me pretty important to
avoid any feeling that would weaken support of the Review. I
am too far out of the world down here to keep in touch, but you
will be able to keep an eye on that. If you get any votes by
mail it seems to me that you might help the decision by report-
ing the canvass from time to time.

Is any consideration being given to the question of broaden-
ing the scope of the Review? I am inclined to oppose it for two
reasons: (1) It will probably arouse some opposition; and (2)
the Valley is wide enough to bring most topics within the sphere
of the Review. They either happen in the Valley or begin or end
in it or pass through it. In other words, I think we can appro-
priately include nearly as much without formally changing the
gcope as we can by expanding.

This letter isn't as definite as I wish I could make it.
The only absolutely definite things that I have in mind are

that I am no longer even a receptive candidate, and that there
should be no politice in the final choice of the editor.

Sincerely yours,
E, C. Barker.

You may regard this letter as personal or send it.to other mem-
bers of the committee. I have no copy.
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8, 1924.

Solon J. Buck, Wm. E. Connelley, Harlow Lindley,
Sub-Committee to make recommendation for the
managing editorship of the Review.

Gentlemen:

Permit me to state at once that my interest in the
selection of a Managing Editor of the Mississippi Valley Historical
Review 1is centered on two points: first, the maintenance of a
high editorial standard, and secondly, the financial security
of the M. V. H. Association. I am not interested in seeing the
editorship go to any particular man, and am not interested in
having the Review attached to any particular institution.

In considering the selection of a permanent managing
editor for the Review, certain facts which are a matter of record
should be faced. While Mr. Alvord was managing editor and
located at @he University of I1linois, he never received any
salary and drew from the Association only about $26 a year for
book postage and incidental expenses; of course he had to hire
some editorial assistance, and the average cost to the Association
for editerial work during those fiscal years, 1914-15 to 1919-20
inclusive, was $341.84 per year. After removing to Minneapolis
Mr. Alvord requested that the budget include $50 a month for
editorial expense, and about $30 a year for postage, etec. Of
this $50 per month one-half was to be paid to Miss Mary Wheelhouse,
who had been trained by Mr. Alvord at Illinois and went with him
to Minnesota, and one-half to Mrs. Solon J. Buck for the editorial
work upon the Review. When the Proceedings were issued as an
extra number, Mr. Alvord asked:that $100 additional be allowed.
The cost of making the index for Vol. IX was in addition also.

The result has been that the average cost to the Assaciation for
editorial work during the fiscal years, 1920-1921 to 1922-23
inclusive, has been $676.72 per year. Thus, during the first six
years while the Review headquarters were at Il1linois, the cost

to the Association for editorial work averaged $341.84 .per year;
during the last three years, since the Review headquarters have
been at Minnesota, the cost to the Association for editorial

work has averaged $676.72 per year--almost double. This is
editorial expense; not printing expense.

After Mr. Shippee was made assistant managing editor and
Mr. Alvord knew that he was to leave Minnesota, the request was
made that an additional $250 be placed in the budget for Mr.
Shippee. Mrs. Paine, the secretary-treasurer, knowing that
several of the guarantors had stated that they were not to be
counted upon for this year, suggested that the additional expense
could not safely be added.  Still more recently, just before the
meeting of the executive committee at the Columbus meeting last
December, Mr. Buck asked that $150 be allowed for the editorial
work upon the Proceedings now in preparation, stating that the
editorial work upon each Review was $150 and that the Proceedings
were more work than a single issue of the Review.

Accordingly, with the Review headquarters at Minnesota
the editorial expense is to be $600 for four numbers of the Review
and $180 more for the Proceedings; and if a salary of $250 for
the managing editor, which has been requested, is to be added,




the editorial expense account will be $1000 per year. If the
Association had plenty of money, and if editorial services could
be remunerated at their worth, that would not be an unreasonable
figure. But, in its present financial condition the Association
cannot carry such a burden, and will have to rely on donated
editorial service together with flﬁﬁncial cooperation by some
institution for part of the fund¥*¥Hich editorial assistants are
compensated.

It seems, therefore, that the location of the Review
headquarters at Minnesota has proven not an advantage but a
decided financial liability to the Association, and that an effort
should be made to place the editorial headquarters at an institu-
tion which will give financial cooperation--taking for granted
that this can be done without any sacrifice in editorial standards.

At least two possible arrangements are available which,

I believe, would not entail any sacrifice in editorial standards
and which would lighten the financial burden.

My first suggestion is to elect Professor E. C. Barker,
of the University of Texas, managing editor. He is a scholar of
the highest standards and very remarkable attainments, and has
had long, varied and successful editorial experience. If he were
elected he would resign from the managing editorship of the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, which would be taken over by
Professor C. W. Ramsdell. Professor Barker could get able edi-
torial assistants and the editorial expense could be kept within
$600, and possibly less. Barker is my first choice.

Secondly, Professor Louis Pelzer of Iowa could be
elected. He is an able and careful scholar, thoroughly efficient,
always faithful to the Association in attendance at meetings, and
has a pleasing personality. I have been assured by his colleagues
that the State University of Iowa would cooperate financially,
and that the departmental budget would take care of compensation
for editorial assistance. Here, too, the editorial expense to
the Association could be kept below $600.

Neither one of these men is an active candidate for the
position, so far as I know, and I have not received any prompting
from either one of them. In the event of the election of either
one of them, I think that editorial standards of the Review would
suffer no set-back, and the financial load of the Association
would certainly be lightened.

: Let me state again in conclusion that I am not
interested in any individual and am not interested in any
institution, but am interested simply in the welfare of the
Review and the Association.

Yours truly,

OO s e,

Member of the Executive Committee
of the Association, and of the
Board of Editor of the Review.
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Dr. C. S. Boucher
Chicago, Ill.

My dear Mr. Boucher:

I have your letter dated Jan. 28th which you
sent to the members of the special committee. About a month ago
Dr. Buck wrote to me and quoted from this letter of yours. He
seems not to have known about the request for the $250 although Mr.
Alvord, in his letter, states that he had consulted with "Shippee
and Buck."

"After Mr. Shippee was made assistant managing
editor and Mr. Alvord knew he was to leave Minnesota, the request was
made that an additional $250 be placed in the budget for Mr. Shippee."
Mr. Buck objects to the statement that it was for Mr. Shippee. I
find that Mr. Alvord says for "assistantship" in his letter. Mr. Buck
also does not believe that at the time the request was made Mr. Alvord
knew he was leaving Minnesota. The meeting in Oklahoma City was held
March 29-31 and Mr. Alvord made the request for the increase on April
6th. Mr. Shippee was made assistant managing editor at the meeting in
Okl. City.

Mr. Buck also says that he did not ask for $150
for the Proceedings but that he only called attention to the fact that
the budget that I had offered did not carry an adequate amount for the
editorial work on the Proceedings. "It is fully as much of a job to
get out the Proceedings as any single number of the Review, the allow-
ance for which averages $150." As I explained to you I omitted the
$100 always allowed for the Proceedings thinking that the bill would
hardly be presented before the annual meeting and would come in next
year's budget.

Upon looking up the matter I find that $50 instead
of $30 has been set aside for postage and miscellaneous expense of the
editorial office the past two years. The actual expense has not been
quite that sum, however.

With these explanations you can judge whether
there is anything incorrect in the letter you sent out. If you send
a letter to the other members of the executive committee please revise
it on these matters in question. Personally I would advise waiting.
Mr. Buck 1s preparing another letter. In it he will doubtless mention
the names of those who have been proposed as candidates which would
include the men you name.

Do you expect to be in Louisville? I imagine
that this question of the managing editorship will not be settled
until the whole executive committee meet in Louisville. I hope that
the matter will be settled without causing any break in the harmony
that has always characterized the Association.

Sincerely yours,




February 29, 1924

Dr. B. P, Shambaugh
State Historical Society of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

Dear Mr. Shambaugh:-

Your two letters of January 2 and January % with
reference to the managing editorship of the Missiseipvi Valley Higt=-
orical Review wers duly received. I will answer the last one [irst
by saying that the compliment involved in your suggestion of me for
the position 1s very much appreciated but that I am not even a ree
ceptive ocandidate and, had I been, I should certainly not have ace
cepted a position on the committee.

With reference to the financial contributions
to be expected from the institution with which the managing editor
is connected, I am sorry to be unable to agree with you. I real ize
that, for the present at least, some such contribution is necessary
but it scems to me that the minimum required should be fixed as low
a8 possible and I feel, as indicated in my circular letter, that
the amount now being contributed by the University of Minnesota ig
all that should be insisted upon. That consists of (1) releasing
the editor from some work in order that he hay have time to devote
to the job; (&) the use of the department's stenographer for Review
correspondence; and (3) the services of a graduate "scholaz® ~who
is supposed to devote about ten hours a week principally to the
clerical work in connection with material for review and exchanges.
More than this might well be accepted, of course, in oase the ine
stitution is in a position to grant it freely but, on the other
hand, I think that the Association should look forward to the time
when it can stand on its own feet and need not require any such cone
tributions from the institution with which its editor is connected.

It seems to me that the more we insist upon from
the institution concernod, the more our selection will have the char-
acter of auctioning off the managing editorship to the ingtitution
that will bid the most for it. My own feeling is that the qualifie-
caticns of the man should be the primary consideration, and that the
inatitution with which he i3 connected should be taken into considere
ation only for the purpose - of ascertaining whether or not he is so
slituated as to handle the work effectively,

I note what you say with reference to the e
torial work on the first seven volumes of the Progesdings and I
that every member of the Association who ig aware of the facts is
very grateful to you and to the State Historical Society of Iowa for
this material aid to the Association at a critical time. It should be
noted, however, (1) that the finanoial situation of the Association
wag very different then from what it is now; and (2) that you found
the burdsen too heavy to carry after ssven years, ant Quaife affer one

i
t

hink




B. Y. B ‘__f_,s}/;_-;___:-

year. I then edited the Progeedings for two years, drawing on the
gtaff of the Minnesota Higtorical SBociety for some assistance and on
the Agsociation to the amount of fifty dollars or legs for other as-
sistance., I found it necessary to put so much time on the work mye
gelf that I felt that it was impossible for me to continue it and Mr.
Alvord was unable to find anyone elue who was willing to undertake the
job so he took it over himgelf.

The implication in the last paragraph of your let-
ter that Minnesota inestitutions have not contributed so much editerial
assistince to the Assoclation proportionally as did the State Historical

ooiety of Jowa is a true one, but it should not be forgotten that the
Minnesota Historical Society has contributed elight or nine hundred dole
lars to the guaranty fund which has made possible the publication of the
Review, and aiditional contributions have been made by & Minnesota oit-
igzen. The contributions of the Minnesota Historical Society, moieover,
were begun five or six years befors the editorial offlice was moved to
Minnesota. So far as I am aware no contribution to this fund has ever
been made by any Iowa institution or citizen.

Sincerely yours




Professor C.
University of
Chicego, Illinois
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So far as yvour letter deals with the actual cost
of the editorial work in tdu past, there yfore, my only objection is
to the inference which you evidently expsct to be drawn frg
statement of the facts, VWhen, however, you come '
matters you seém not to have given the supposed 1
matter of record" the eritical scrutiny which one hOiLu vt**ct from
& person who hes had your training in scientific historical scholar-
ship, Your statement that "ofter Mr. Shippee wus made asslstar
managing editor and Mr, Alvord knew that he was to leave Mir
the request was made thet an additlional $250 be placed in the budget
for Mr., Shippee® is absolutely without iOunnuuiJﬂ of fact. )

I have before me the corres yondence .
Alvord and Mrs. Paine in April, 1 )23, which doubtless gave
this ;isr“.' 'PH}Ou on your part. On April 6, Nr, Alvord
to Mre. Pa hat, if the Association could add §375
$225 given b? the Univerasity of Minnesota to the scholar
for the Reyiew, 1t would bé poseible to create a five |
lar assistantshiy Since the ascholar assigneé to the
every year 1'1'1:3 8¢ iges are not, as a rule, very hel;
Mr. Alvord's idea tha ' the stipend could be incre
a graduate student who would remain for two or unw‘“ yeurs “longer
might be secured as half time aeslstant, and ‘r his would greatly
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GOV. WARREN T. MICRAY LEW M. O'BANNON

Indiana Historical Commission o oo

SAMUEL M. FOSTER
VICE-PRESIDENT STATE HOUSE KATE MILNER RABB

csuem u. e INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA THOMAS F. MORAN
SECRI EVANS WOOLLEN

SRy ORI HARLOW LINDLEY, DIRECTOR
LUCY M. ELLIOTT, ASSISTANT

March 12th, 1924

Mr. Solon J. Buck
/o Minnesota Historical Society
t. Paul, Minn,

Dear Mr. Buck:

I have just received your favor of
March 8th with enclosures. I approve of the letter
which you have prepared to be sent to the members of
the Executive Committee and the Board of Editors of

the Mississippi Valley Historical Society. I have

received two or three suggestions direct, but I think

I have passed them all on to you, at least those
uggested are incorporated in your list and preliminary

report which you have prepared.

It seems to me that this situation is
reaching what might be called the embarrassing stage.
I think you have outlined the situation very fairly,
but of course it will be a difficult proposition to
make people see, scattered as the interested members are.
It does seem to me there is some pretty good argument in
the suggestion that the headquarters of the Review ought
to be connected with some institution which would bear a
good deal of the expense, although I recognize the validity
of your criticism in regard to such a policy.

If you will not accept the editorship, my
choice of the names presented, everything considered, would
be Mr. Shambaugh, If this is not possible, I think my next
Su??ee*' n would be that of Professor Marshall's, to make
uhxpneekﬁﬁnaplng Editor for a year. I think something is
lost by moving the headquarters from place to place.

Very cordially yours

Nl it

Director.




KANSAS
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WILLIAM E. CONNELLEY, SECRETARY
TOPEKA

March 12, 1924

Mr. Solon J. Buck, Supt.,
Minnesota State Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

r o

My dear Mr. Buck:=-

I thank you for sending me the correspondence
relating to the selection of an editor for the Review.
I should like for you to know my peosition in this mat-
ter, and will state it as frankly as I can.

There has always been the closest relations
between this Society and the Wisconsin Society, in fact,
our Society was organized exactly as that of Wisconsin,
and it was so organized at the suggestion of Mr.Draper
when Judge Adams visited him to discuss the matter of
establishing a society in Kansas. We have kept in
closer relations with Wisconsin than with any other
Societye. There has existed a personal friendship be-
tween the officers of the two ieties all these years.

f

soci
That friendship was close between Mr. Quaife and myself.

I feel that Mr. Quaife is qualified for the
torship of the Review and I know that he desires the
torshipe. I would not be in favor of giving it te
him unless he would accept it at what the Mississippi
Valley Association can pay. Just what that is I am not

4

prepared to say at this time.

e
e

i
i

In saying this I do not wish to be understood
as being against any one else or against any arrangement
which is for the best interest of the Association. I hope
I have many friends in the Mississippi Valley Association
and I feel that the Kansas and Minnesota societies have
come pretty close together in the last three or four years.
I can say the same for the Kansas and Iowa societies. I
feel a cordial friendship for Mr. Shambaugh and yourself
and I would not wish to take any action in this matter
whish would give offense to either of you. ©So you see my
position is rather a delicate one ahd I have not state
it so frankly to any other person, not even to Mrs. Paine.




Mr. Solon J. Buck=

If Mr. Quaife could not afford to take this
editorship for what the Association is able to pay, I would
not be for him. There has been some complaint that $1000
a year is too much to pay for editing the Review. I am not
prepared to say that it is too much, in fact I do not think
it is too much. It may be more however, than the Associa=-
tion feels that it can pay. In that case T hope that it
can be arranged so the Minnesota Society can retain the
editorship. If that could not be arranged I should like for
it to go to the JTowa Society.

Outllnu this
in a settle-
u'.rj_lle. I n0p9 it will be
S0 arrang :hat there will be no hard feelings and that
there vlll re t no injury to the Review. The Review is
certainly a cr to our Association and I would do ever
thing EOL“lbl p it at the front.

returning herewith the copies of the
letters which you sent me.

With kindest
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3/13/24

Dear Buck:

In the end we may simply have to draft an editor. The
Review is much too important, actually and prospectively, to be
endangered by any sort of rivalry and friction. Anybody who
has ever had the slightest experience in editing knows that it
involves a multitude of deadening, soul-wearying, petty mechani-
cal details. The editor ought to be relieved of as much of this
labor as the finances of the association will permit. I think
we should endeavor to better the finances by beginning a modest
endowment subscription. But the editor, in the end, must sacri-
fice himself -- do more of the trench digging of editorial work
-- if the income remains insufficient.

What would your committee think of this procedure: Ask
each member of the council and board of editors to vote for from
three to five men in order of preference, leaving to each the
option of voting for three or five, I mean. Ask them to vote,
as far as possible, without regard to any financial consideration
or whether the nominee is thought to be available or not. 1In
other words let each vote objectively with the simple purpose of
naming the best man for the place. The result, I suppose, would
be to single out eight or ten men. Then, at Louisville, we may
have to draft from this list. The drafted man should be made to
see that he is called to public service, and I think perhaps he
can be made to see it. I suggest this because I doubt whether
the committee can reach any unanimity in the canvass by corres-
pondence.

I submit herewith my own vote: (1) Marshall, (2) Buck,
(3) Paxson, (4) Shippee, (5) Cole.

With all the sympathy in the world for your trying situ-
ation, and most sincere regards

Cordially yours,
(Signed) E. C. Barker.

Shouldn't the Council (and the editors, perhaps) be
urged to attend, and shouldn't the meeting be fixed for the
afternoon before the opening of the program. It seems to me
that we are likely to need a good deal of time.




Mazch B, 19:%

Po the Membars of the Executive Committod and ths
Board of Editors of the Mississippl Valley
Historical Aassociation

The subecommittse on the mans ing editorship ¢© the Roview
presenta the following preliminary report.

Sugzoations have baun received (rom & bout half of the members
of ths exsoutive gommitice axolusive of the mombol vf the sube=gommittoo
and from tec membera of the DOArd © f atitors: and several have writien
their idens on the subjeot at ,nn fiierable lengt ine poople havae
boen suggo s 4 as possiblilitie for the poalitic he WIe | { Barkeaer,
Texnas 8. J. BWU%, ¥Yinnosot 14 reha Fashinge
ton Univeraity, St. Louls; F. L. Paxson, Wisconsin; Louwls Pelaer, Iown;

B, ¥, Quaifls; Eunj. ¥. Shawbaugh, Iosaj and L ), Bhippod ¥innoasota,

Pha first two on the 3ist stato that woul y$ Q2] the poalt 'um;
commants upon the qualifigatiocna " the others at dditional sugzestiions
sould ba we laoomed io‘j th sl Do O M G A [ WOwula £ ‘agted 4 QO niidant J"'ll .

*wo membors of the .m\,.m ve committes have vieed & question
shich must have an important bearing on the wleotion, and the sUU-00m-
mittese would like to kno 5:.1*;-.‘ attitude of the othermmambora of the 8X8C=
utive committes and of tha boar sf editors . on this 4que :t:i-.;ng Yhosze tw0
membars fTeel that th jr! titn“’l! «ith whtoh the managing edltor li
naoted should boar a gor progortion of the e i?o‘i*l wxi fse than that
gsugzeated in tho -':-.'a’c {_T“.‘t by tho UL 00 mn 1‘ £ 1aat Dm-.}t;ﬂ’ib-?l} shich
represonted the ituation. One ol them iut out that the firat
goven volumes 3 'i*a‘*t sxpence to tho ALH0w-
giation, and T} \ tha fad he editorial
expenses have bDue L AT dquring the last three y-_s ..z'\ il they wore
shile the Ravi:. was at Illinois. f such inoressoed CO= an.xtiue on the
part of ﬁhv stitution =ith #hich ths odiitor is ad 1s to be
re;ulr@.nnt, th: field from which selection oAn D8 MAGE will be considers
ably restricted, of courase,

GO -

]
<
O ctw [ -

In order that the finangclial altua ation of the sssociation and
the relation of tha ad *arlwl 3s‘wn;»: to other expenditures and 0 ine
goms may bes comprahended, a Tina nolial 9xhl'£t of the association from
its mrganiszton to date hag h‘*n sompiled and a copy thereof is en-

slogsd herewith., In considering thia xhl*lu, it should be borne in
mind, of aourse, that for ths last th.,‘ yenrs the purchasin owar of
&

a dollar has averaged only about alxty per cent of what it was in 191%.

A m’lj at your early ¢ onvenience , addressed to the ghairman
, Historioal Soclo *y, 8t. Paul, wi. groatly facllitate
t;, ub-oommittaes.

Very ‘ruiy youras
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MISSISSIPPI VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
- FINANCIAL EXHIBIT

L

Recelpts Disbursgsement Balance

Dues, Guar- Admin-j Publi- Edit-4
eto.® anty Total igtra.” cations orial Total

1907=08 ¢ &0 $ 8 § 11 $ 17
1908=09 184 184 249 249
1909=10 566 566 218 $ 213 431
1910«l11 827 827 321 476 803
1911-12 1658 1658 &1l 835 1646
1912=13 1688 1688 746 B s
191 3=14 1508 § 450 1958 e 349 $ 66 1943
1914 =15 2062 1175 323 943 2016 39 3318
1915«16 2h&3 2250 483 279%; 2(9 40 30
1916=17 2436 1925 4 3561 1 311 % 282 4§+6
1917=18 2137 1425 3562 g 1705 348 ﬁ
1918=19 2473 1200 3673 1601 413 a99

1919=20 2404 1500 3904 1685 369 3602
1920-21 3536 ' 1050 4585 2305 bz 4667
1921=z22 3359 1212 4571 1797 758 44 34
1922=23 3822 1394 5elo 2172 650 4520

Total | $31328 $13581 $44909 | $16540  $21807 §H146 42493 115% $2U416

The fiscal years have varied in length from sleven to thirteen
months.

This heading covers, besides dues and contributions, receipts from
advertising, the sale of publications, and miscellaneous items. _

//ﬁt-m it r."f-’:e‘-- Cleie v { Lo Ao~ CLe f" .
Under "Administration® is included Jhesad@pypmof-the secretary”
sad—eterivoslt—=ssiztentsinmher afziec$wher commissions on mew _
members and on the gale of publications; ke traveling ,xpansuag{mﬂf;ﬂ”
postage, express, etc.; office supplies; and miscellaneous ¢
printing.

Thig heading covers all expenses of the office of managing ed-
itor, including postage, stationery, and clerical work, as well
as editorial assistance. It does not include the cost of pro=-
moting the Review, which was considerable in .the early years
when it was on a subscription basis.

/Bf’ Includes $300 "Borrowed money repaid." As this, sum is nowhere
/ / _included among the yeceipts, it is assumed-thaly someone Wag rps
( imbursed for blllafpxiu for the Association., /Whether theeeDills
ware for adminigtrative or ediporial expenses or for publica-
tions (carinot be scertained fyom the printdd accounts, But the
secretary thinks'they were for-publications.

ﬁf‘ This is the average for the years since the Review was started.




MISSISSIPPI VALLEY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

FINANCIAL EXHIBIT

v - e ————————————— S —

Recelilpts Di sbhursen Balance

Dues, Guar- AdminB; Publi- E&it—4 To
etct anty Total igtra?’ cations orial' Total edit..
1907-0& § &o- $ 018 1! $ 17
190&-09 184 184 249 249
1909-10 566 566 218 $ 2153 431
1910-11 827 g27 327 476 €0
1911-12 1658 1658 &1 g 35 1646
1912-13% 1688 1688 97c T46 - 1718
191 3-14 1508 $ 450 1958 1528 349 $ 66 1943
1914-15 2062+ 1175 32 5( 943 2016 3»9 3318
1915-16 2589 2250 4833 1587 2794 ¢ 279 46%
1916-17 24 36 1925 4361 951 15 282 4346
1917-18 | © 2137 1425 K62 1062 1705 ug 3115
1918-19 2473. 1200 3673 980 1601 413 2994
1919-20 2404 1500 3904 1548 1685 369 3602
1920-21 3535 1050 4585 1740 2305 b2e 4o67 ' - 82
1921-22 3359 1212 4571 1879 1797 758 4434 / 137
1922-23 3822 1 594 5216 1698 2l7e 650 4520 1t 696

Total | §31328 $13581 $44909  $16540 KEH16

__,.________,T__,.,_,_________ i SR 2o e R S ——————EE R e S S

line fiscal years have varied in length from eleven to thirteen months.

*this heading covers, besides dues and contributions, receipts from adver-
tising, the sale of publications, and miscellaneous items.

5Under "Administration® is included the salary of the secretary and cler-
jcal assistants in her office; her commissions on new members and on the
sale of publications; her traveling expenses; postage, express, etc.; office
supplies; and miscellaneous printing.

P A4

s, £ § ¢
this heading covers all expenses éf managing editor, including postage,
stationery, and clerical work, as well as editorial assistance. It does
not include the cost of promoting the Review, which was considerable in
the early years when it was on a subscription basis.

4

Dincludes $300 "Borrowed money repaid." As this sum is nowhere included
among the receipts, it is assumed that someone was reimbursed for bills
paia for the association. Whether these bills were for administrative
or editorial expenses or for publications cannot be ascertained from the
printed accounts, but the secretary thinks they were for publications

© Yhisg is the average for the years since the Review was started.
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GOV. WARREN T. MICRAY LEW M. O'BANNON

Indiana Histarical Commission g O

SAMUEL M. FOSTER
VICE-PRESIDENT STATE HOUSE KATE MILNER RAEE

ESTHER U. MSNITT INDIANAPOL'S‘ INDIANA THOMAS F. MORAN

SECRETARY
EVANS WOOLLEN

JAMES A. WOODBURN HARLOW LINDLEY, DIRECTOR
LUCY M. ELLIOTT, ASSISTANT

March 17th,1924

Dr., Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minn.

My dear friend:

I have your favor of March 1l4th and
I think your points in reference to the Review and
its management are well made, If the finances of
the Association will warrant it, I think the more
independent the Review is of any interests which

might be considered of local or personal nature the
better.

If a choice is to be made on the basis
of the three men 1 you suggest for consideration,
I would vote for em in the order named in your letter;
that is, Paxson, - Cole, second; and Marshall,
third.
Very sincerely yours
)l ’f / y, v /
DF e ey 2 G
}/{_//'_,. J 46“‘&5&/

7 /




DrR. OTTO L. SCHMIDT
MALLERS BUILDING
5 S. WABASH AVENUE, CHICAGO

TEL. CENTRAL 1779

March 17, 1924,

Dr. 8Solon J. Buck,

Superintendent Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul, Minn.

Dear Dr. Buck:-

Please accept my thanks for
the financial report of the Minneaota Valley
Historical Association.

In regard to the editorial expenses
I feel that the Association should not bve
obligated to any speciel univeraity unduly,
such as a larger finanecisl aid from such an
institution might bring with it. The fact of
the editor being a member of the faculty ap—
peara to me to carry quite a compliment with
it.

I will try my best thies year to attend
the meeting.

With kindest regards,

8incerely yours,

IR




THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF IOWA
[owA CI1TY, JOWA

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

March 17, 1934

Dear Buck:

Since it might be inferred from the circular
letter of March 14th, addressed to the members of
the Executive Committee and the Board of Editors
of the Mississippi Valley Historical Association,

that I am in a receptive attitude of mind relative

to the editorship of the Mississippi Valley His-

torical Review, I wish that you would advise the

members of the Executive Committee and the Board

of Editors that I could not possibly accept appoint-
ment, and therefore should be eliminated from the
1list of possibilities.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Solon J. Buck W Superintend

Minnescta Historical Society

St. Paul, Minnesota




THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

(TRUSTEE OF THE STATE)

MADISON

March 18, 1924

Dr, Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
Saint Paul, Minnesota

My dear Mr, Buck:

I am not one of the executive committee or
board of editors of the Mississippi Valley Historical Asso-
cilation; but your circular letter of March fourteenth, which
cameé to Miss Kellogg, was shown to me, and I feel sure that
you will not resent the comment which follows.

In the first place, I think you are doing absolutely the
right thing in declining to be a candidate for editor. This
I say because your situation is practically identicel with
mine and I would think it quite improper for me, as editor
of a state publication, to assume the editorship of the more
general publication; for the interests of the two publica-
tions could not always be successfully hammonized if con-
trolled by the seame hand., On the other hand, I know that
a number of prominemnt members of the Association will regret
your withdrawal, for they had hoped you could be induced to
take the editorship, overlooking, apparently, the point re-
ferred to above. '

I was not aware that Mr, Paxson was interested on his own
account. In faet, I heard him speak of you as a person in
whom he would have full confidence as editor. Should I find
that Paxson is willing to take the job and that he can make
the proper arrangements locally, I should naturally feel that
it ought to go to him becaunse of Wisconsin's place in the
historiography of the Middle West. The Paxson cendidacy,
however, is a new idea to me, and I may say that it had been
my purpose - and it will continue to be so provided Paxson
steps out - to support Mr. Shivpee. I have known Shippee
for & number of years; in fact, before he went to Minnesota.
He has always appeared to me to be a man of extraordinadly
good sense, good judgment, and good scholarship. Moreover,
another point is wholly in his favor - he is a man of catholic
sympathies, capable of appreciating the efforts of all kinds

of people writing history from all different angles. At least,
that is my interpretation of him. There is such a thing as




-
THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN
(TRUSTEE OF THE STATE)

MADISON

March 18, 1924

Dr. Solon J. Buck, 2

historical orthodoxy; perhaps I ought to say historical
"fundamentalism®, It would be fatal for a review to be-
come fundamentalized in the sense I mean, that is, de-
voted to just one type of history, produced according to
one stereotyped method., The historical reviews should
pay attention to what is going on in the historical field
both as represented by the American Historical Review end
as represented in many other quarters. I believe that
Shippee is capable of doing what is wanted in that line,
and I should be glad to see him continue for several
years as editor of the Review.

Very sincerely yours, :

i s S

Superintendent




KANSAS
STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WILLIAM E. CONNELLEY, SECRETARY
TOPEKA

March 18, 1924

Jdis: Buck, Suw“rintﬂndent,
Minn Histor 1uul Society,
’ 4-,¢1 nln.SOt‘;«-

Iy dear Mr. Buck:

I am very much pleased with your lctter of
the 14" inst. I was not entirely familiar wi
conditions surrounding Mr. Quaife. If things

at Louisville so that he is not available I think

hi
editorship of the Review ought to remain with the Minne-
sota :iﬁtoslcal Souﬂﬂt". "That will be my position at
that time. I feel sure that you could accept the editor-
ship. That is what I should like to see come to pass
in case I am released from my obligation to lMr. Quaife

I rether believe that I am prone to work
out matters on my personal preferences and attachments.
Still do not wish to forget the interests of the Review.
Ther ;A?ﬂ Mr. Quaife, Mr. “1“”»0Ufh Dr. Lindley, and
yourself to whom I am warmly attached. Of course Ihave
great regard for many other members of the Ml““1ssippi
V“;lo" Historical As sociation but I am apt to have
favorites and I have them in this instance. I will glad-
1y cooperate with you to work out some satisfactory so-
lution of this editorship.

-

#ith kindest personal
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W ASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
SAINT LOUIS

HISTORY DEPARTMENT
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Harlow ;Jin“l
‘1WJ‘,ILL ori*‘:L Comm

. Tiu 3 aain
3, Indiana

_ e Cole,
cgaﬁ Iiﬂ;;&;;;l 1 MYy rece 1etter ) 114 not
nsgious lf them in Orle: . 4

iem in ©a rder 03 ) -;..”‘“‘JQ,
_UL aotually it vorked out tha' way so that you and
are in o© t:Le*“ acoord thue 7ar, I 1 iqh however,
that my flret choice will be ?hi“w ~wovi led things
work out in such a way that he , poeition
t0 glve an adequate amount of work with-
out overburdening h welf

& self. I am open to conviction,
however,

ﬂhunb‘uﬁh-frit‘“ mne t1ﬁ
accept and asks mé 0 notify the memb
écutive coomittee and the board of e
ghall do a 1ittle later.

, m getiing in a nmumber
loettere and will send you copies of

of time.

Sincerely yours




THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

March 22,1924.

My dear Buck:

I did not reply to your former letter because I confi-
dently expected to see you in Columbus and talk it over with you.
There are some things that one would rather not put on paper and the
discussion of the personal qualifications belongs in that category.
In my opinion there is only one thing to do with the Review and that
is for you and Shippee to run it as Editor and Associate Editor.

You are doing it now and the machine is all set and in running or-
der. There is no question about your ability to edit the Review
acceptably. There is one other question and that is the ability
to get enough money to keep up the guarantees and if possible in-
crease them. It seems to me that the best chance of doing that
would b4 in the Twin Cities. There is lots of money there and it
seems to me that you ought to be able to get it. My idea is that
you would be the outside man and Shippee would do the bulk of the
editorial work and I assume that the University would lighten his
teaching schedule sufficiently to admit of his doing so. In what
he has written he has shown & broad and toleran{&;;ifézjzge same ¥ —

time a progressive spirit. + am sorry that you are a member of

the Committee. * assume that it is on this account that you have

+ can well

indicated an unwillingness to consider the position.
understand your embarassment in the matter but you ought not to let
it stand in the way of the very important duty of saving the Review.

If you absolutely refuse to consider it,my next choice is Shippee.




I do not know him very well but I have an impression thet he is not
enough of & mixer to get out and hustle the money and,even if he is,
the whole job is too much for one mean,if he has anything else to do.
There is absolutely nothing else to do with the Review and you two
have got to take hold and save it if it is going to be saved. Ge-
ographically you just in the right place at the head of the Missis-
sippi Valley.

Barker is an excellent man but out of the questiom. ‘e could
not possibly take it. He has a Review of his own to take care of,
is interested in a distinctly different field and is not ewen in the
Valley.

I suppose everybody knows the situation in Iowa. It would be
impossible to give the Review to Shambaugh and probably not wise to
give it to Pelzer although he is a good man. In & place like Iowa
City,it would not be possible to raise the necessary money,even if
there were no other objection.

I do not believe that Paxson would want the Review or that he

would take very good care of it. It is doadbmeddy out of his line.

Juaife's inability to get along with anybody bars him absolutely.

~ hean‘é/;umor that Shafer wanted the Review or that they wanted it
in Wisconsin for him. I do not know that there was any truth in it.

afer is able and energetic but arbitrary and 0pinionﬁted and en-—
tirely unsuited to the Jjob.

llarshall is well located geographicallyand has a good many quak

ification for the job but has poor judgment. I understand that it
was Marshall that got Paltsits to make the campaign for Boltom for
the presidency of the American Historical Association a couple of
years ago. ‘hat was a prize bonehead.

Cole is & good man but L do not believe that he would want XHX




this job or would be the kind of man to raise the money for 1it.
Neither is he in the right place for it. You can see,therefore,
that there is nothing for you and S8hippee to do but to take it and
carry on. it is just the right combination representing both the
colleges and the historical societies.

£ should very strongly urge discontinuing the Proceedings and
putting all the money obtainable into the Review. You have an even
ten volumes and that is the time to stop. You could run an account
of the annual meeting similar to the one in the American Historical
Review. I sincerely hope the ‘‘eview will be kept going and I

believe that it will be possible to strengthen it before long.

othe magazine of western history has gone to pieces and 1 hope

this one can be saved. I d0 not know when or how you are going to
settle this question. ,t will be impossible for me to go to Louis-

vile.
Cordially yours,

é;;?iéff.éﬁinyzﬂﬁ495_q_:;;/ﬂ




MAR 261924

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
COLUMBIA

March 24, 1924.

Mr. Solon J. Buck, Chairman,
Sub-Committee on Managing Edit orship,
Mississippi Valley Historical Review,
St. Paul, Minnesota.
Dear Mr. Buck:
I have no further suggestions to make re-

garding my choice for editorship of The Mississippi

Valley Historical Review. The names set forth in

your favor of the 14th inst. appealed to me as pros-
pects gqualified in every respect. I have no comments
to make regarding the question raised concerning what

should be done by the institution with which the man-

age;tis connected, other than it seems to me that

little more should be expected from such institution

than what Minnesote is already doing.
Sincerely,

ey ot 2 S ttee %

Secretary.




THEHE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 10WA
IowA C11y, lowaA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

March 24, 1924

Dear Buck:

Among those who are possibly available for

the editorship of the Missigsippi Valley Histor-

5

ical Review, it occurs to me that perhaps Shippee

is the most promising. However, a satisfactory
conclusion can be arrived at only after all of the
returns are in.

17 3 71
Very cordially yours,

Mr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society

St. Paul, Minnesota
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1924
THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN
(TRUSTEE OF THE STATE)

MADISON

March 25, 1924

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
Saint Paul, Minnesota

My dear Mr, Buck:

I have just had & conference with
Paxson, who sends his kindest regards to you. 1
find that Paxson would decline to be cmsidered for
the place we have been writing about, he having a
program of authorship work laid out to occupy prac-
tically all of his years. He is prepared, however,
to join us in doing all that can possibly be done
for Shippee. He has also a very werm regard for
Louis Pelzer, who would probably be his next choice,
inesmuch as he beliewes that Cole ought not to be
tempted away from historicel authorship by the offer
of an editorship.

I sincerely hope that Shippee will get matters
arranged at Minnesota so as to enable him to take
the editorship if it is offered.

Very sincerely yours,

-




The 'lllniverﬁitg of ¢bicago
Department of bistory

Buck, Superintendent,
Minnesota Historical Socie
StssEaul » Minnesota.

Dear Mr. Buck:

When you wrote your letter of March 3, you evidently had
forgotten what you had said your circular letter of
It was this letter of December 20 which caused me to write my

letter of January 28. I refer particularly to the paragraph
beginning "The co-operation of the institution with which the
editor is connected would seem to be particularly important," in
your letter of December 20. I simply wanted it understood, in
vi@w of this paragraph in your lett r, that at the University of
Minnesota the Review was getting no more co-operation than it
was ;1kb1y to get at any other institution, and not as much as

it could get at some others 1 agree with you that the editorship

o

should not be put up at Auctl n; but also being 'in agreement with

the paragraph of your letter of December 20, already referred to,
I think that the editorial headwguarters should be moved if the
prospects of drain on the Association financially can be lessened,
and at the same time the editorial standard not be endangered.

In your Ietter of March 14, you state "The first two on
the list state that they would not accept the position." If your

for that statement, as f& rker is concerned, is
a phrJue quoted in your letter of March 3, that Barker"says
very definitely that he is not 'even a receptive candids AP
I do not think that you hur sufficient warrant to declare him
eliminated from our consideration. Of course he is not a
"candidate" willing to take part in preliminar; campaigning; but
I still have good reason to believe that he feels that the man
chosen sho.ld be drafted to meet a duty and perform a service,
and that any man chosen in such spirit might be induced to
accept under such circumstances -- would be very likely to accep

In regard to your comment on ”f-ot: which are a matter
record" in your letter of March 3, referring to my letter of
January 28, I can reply again that they are a matter of record
recorded i a letter to me by our _unrr* Try- surer, Janua ATy
a letter written in answer to a request of mine Lol L‘ut 2nd
informablo . After reading your communications, and another
letter from the Secretary-Treasurer, written February 28, I am
inclined to believe that the Secretary-Treasurer is correct in
every essential point.

Yours truly,




March 31, 1924
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APR e

QOV. WARREN T. MICRAY LEW M. O'BANNON

ek Indiana Historical Commission ey

“vl:g::.p:nr::::ﬂ STATE HOUSE KATE MILNER RABE

esTwen u. umrre INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA THOMAS F. MORAN
EVANS WOOLLEN

JAMES A. WOODCBURN HARLOW LINDLEY, DIRECTOR
LUCY M. ELLIOTT, ASSISTANT

April 14th, 1924

Dr., Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear Dr. Buck:

I have your late letter of April 11th
together with the various enclosures. My main concern
now is that this problem shall be solved if possible so
as not to detract from the usefulness of the association.
Professor Barker's suggestion concerning méthod of pro-
cedure seems to me to be a very falr one, and a rather
representative way to handle the problem provided there
is. time. However, I am wondering whether we could get
satisfactory results in the brief time left.

While it may not be pleasant under the
existing circumstances t0 make a definite recommendation
to the Executive Committee that a specific person be
elected to the position,provided we could agree upon
someone, yet on the other hand, I suppose that is the
real purpose of having the committee. However, it seems
to me because of the various phases of this situation
that if it is possible to gradually evolve a recommenda-
tion through the Executive Committee which will be
satisfactory, it might leave better feeling in the
long run,

You ask me when I expect to arrive in
Louisville, and how I make the trip. I am willing to
arrange to be there at any reasonable time. I haven't
seen the program and I do not know when the Association
holds its first session. I simply know the dates are
May 1, 2, 3. You speak of an Executive Committee meeting
scheduled for one o'clock on Thursday, snd that you are
scheduled to preside at the afternoon session Thursday.
Is there a regular session Thursday forenoon? If not, it
seems to me it might be a very convenient arrangement for
us to meet Thursday forenoon. I should think that those
coming from the Northwest through Chicago or from the
West through St. Louils would probably make the latter
part of their trip Wednesday night, reaching Louisville
Thursday morning. I have had no advance information
concerning hotels or anything else. We have a direct




—2-
Dr. Solon J. Buek

line on the Pennsylvania Railroad from Indianapolis to
Louisville and we also have a traction line which really
offers as good, if not better service than the fennsylvania
Railroad.

As I see things now it seems to me that Professor Hodder
has come nearer expresging my convictions than anyone else,
In the main I think he has made a pretty clear estimate of
the situation,and it seems to me the Review had better be
left where it is.

Since our Committee was not appointed to consider the
problem of making recommendations concerning the members of
the Board of Editors I do not know whether we should assume
that or leave it to the Executive Committee. If it seems
best for our Committee to make recommendations, I am willing.
In making this selection I suppose it is well enough to
distribute the representation as much as possible, since I
suppose their action is secured by means of correspondence
more than personal meetings. I will keep t?@s in mind, so
that if the matter does come up when we e, I will have

some idea to express without having to delay matters.

Personally, I regret that this matter has assumed
the proportions it has, but after all if it can be worked
out in a straight-forward sort of way, it may eventually
re-act to the strength of the Association., Please let me
know whatever plans you make for a Committee meeting, and
I will make my plans accordingly. Believe me

Very sincerely yours




APR 101924

DR. OTTO L. SCHMIDT
MALLERS BUILDING

5 S. WaBASH AVENUE, CHICAGO

TEL. CENTRAL 1779

April 18, 1924,

Prof. Solon J. Buck,
Superintendent

Minnesote Historical Soclety,
8t. Paul, Minn.

My dear Profeasor Bucki-

I em sorry that you cannot come
thie spring, but let me know any Iime when
your paper is ready 8o that we can have it
in fall.

1 am trying hard to get down to
the Louisville meeting, but I doubt that 1
can arrenge it on account of being very ac-—
tive in the drive for money for the Chicago
Historical Society.

I readily understend that the editor-
ehip of the Review tekes up quite & lot of
your time.

I heard from Alvord some four weeks
ego. He does not seem particularly happy.

8incerely yours,
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APR 16 1924

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

(TRUSTEE OF THE STATE)
Superintendent

MADISON
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THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN
Hadison

April 16, 1924

Dr, Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
8¢, Paul, M¥innesota

Dear Mr. Buck,

I hope you have not inferred from my sllenge
a lack of interest on my part concerning the editorship of
the Mississippi Valley Historical Rgview. As & matter of
faot I have been too acutely interested to write until I
nad all the faots at my disposal, Or &8 many as are avail-
able, and until I had given the matter much careful thought.
1 have now come to the conclusion that Professor Shippee
will have my support, and that he is without any doubt the
best man for the position, Mr, Schafer's ocontention that
a Stute Society superintendent disqualifies an editor, I
do not entirely endorse under all conditione. I do see
that it would make him ineligible at the present time, I
& m not certain that 1t would be inevitable under all oir-
cunstances. However, that is aside from the mark, Per-
sonally I should be very glad if Professor Pexson saw his
way clear to undertake the editorship; btut as he does not,
and is to be in Europe next year, I walve my preference in
his regard, I think Professor Shippoe has 80 far shown
excellent judgment and osreful editorial supervialon,

Yours very sincerely

(81gned) Louise Phelps Kellogg




' of the situation with refevence to the ¥
Editorship of the Miseiesipol Valley Histord

Az & result of the correspondence conducted by the speclal come
mittee on the managing editership, tem of the seventesn mombere of the
exsoutive committee have e raaseﬁ themeelves with more or less define
iteness, and the following table indiontes what appeare to De thelr
prefeyences. I am not certain that Mr, Bonnallog 8 g:zltioa is core
reotly exprecsed, as his letter ia somewhat indefinite,

Barker: (H ¥arshall, ;2) Buok, (3) Paxeon, (4) shippee, (5) Cole
Bouaherzl ) naxtarsag Polzey
@

Buok ghi ’ 1 Karehall
connélleyz e ig)’ﬁuéiz (B)aShlgpea, (4) Shambaugh
Boucher

git'ﬁmrs 11 mﬁ:’ g : (3) ond (%) gole, (%) Harehall
Pegse?y'(lg x, (2) Oole, 23) ?axaan, (%) Eﬁgiia, 35) Shambaugh
shaﬁbnuggé 1 éhippua

Shortri i 1) Shippee

Siouseat: (1) Paxaen,céfz
57 e -'£/ b —7

The seven mewbers of the committee who have not indicated any prefer-
enge ave Cochran, Cole, Puller, Mrs, Paine, Quaife, Dr, Schmidt, and Shoe-
maker. Of those who are memtioned in the above table four, ex, Buck,
Paxson, and ﬂhauhaugtisggvs indioated that they would not ae s 8nd 4%
ig understood that ezgects t0 be abyoad next yesr. Bl ting
these four results in the following table. 8Since Sioussat indicates none
exoept Paxson and Shambaugh, he drops from the liet,

Barker: (1) Marshall, (2) Shippee, (3) Oole
Boucher: (1) Pelser

Buck: (1) Shippee, (2) Gole, (3) Marshall
Comnelley: { Quaife, (2) éhippee
Gittingoex 1) Bouchex

Llndlayz ii) ippee, (2; Gole, (3) Marshall

geaeez 1 ?ﬂ§e§h12) e

ha?iaughl ppee

Shortridges }1} hipoee

From this teble indicating the attitude of nine members of the com-
mittes, it appesre that Shippee ie the ferst choloe of four and second
choice of two othersj Marshall, Quaife, Pelzer, Boucher, and Cole are
firat cholces of one caohi Cole is second cholce of two =snd third of one;
Quaife io second choice of onej and Marshall ie third cholce of two., Ap-
parehtly Shippoee stands firet and Oole second in favor with these nine
members of the committee who have expressed themselves, :

Four of the nine members of the Board of Editors have definitely ox-
ressed themselves on the subject, Hodder, Morshall, and Mies Kellogg
avor Shipvee and Shippee favors Marshell. Harghall alone indicates a

second cheice, wvhich is Cole. Two prominent members of the Association
who are neithor on the executive committee mor on the board of editors,
SBohafer and Paxeon, have 2ls0 expressed themepelves in faver of Shippee,
but Pazson has indlcated o second choice of Pelzer,

Quention: On the basis of this data would it be advisable for the
sub-committee to bring in o report recomsending the election of Shippes ]

v




/19724

It seeme %0 m& that such a report would, under existing ciroumgtances
probably meet with the spprovel of the majority of the exeoutive committee
and that, 1f a yreguler election were held, it would probably result in the
end in the choice of Shippes. ¢ hesitate lo urge this, however, because
fhippee and I are commected with the same institution, but it scome pretty
cleary to me that 1%t is the logieal thing for us to do. Shippee's regular
term on the editorial toard has two moye years %o rum, co that the Asso-
ciation would have an opportunity to re-gpem the subject at the end of
that pexicd if 1t decired to do so.
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Sukvey of the situation with wefexence %o the Managi
Bdltorm:a of the Mississipoi Valley Historieal n:giu

As & rooult of the corre lence oconduoted by the epeclal com-
mittes on the managing editorship, tem of the ceventesn membors of the
executive committee have expresced themselves with more or less define
iteness, and the following table indientes what sppears to be thelr
preferances. I am not certain that Mr. Comnelley's poeition 1o coxw
reotly exprecsed, ac hic lotter is somewhat indefinite.

arehall, 52’3{""' (3) Paxeom, (&) shippes, (5) Cole

2o ota. 13) Mayshall
ley uhie 2) Duck, W Shippee, (%) Shambaugh
Gittinger: %, 2 r

W) gote, (5) M
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Shortri 12 ﬂlﬂw
Sioussat: (1) Paxson, 23) Shasbeaugh

The soven mombers of the committee who have not indloated any prefere
enge are Cochran, Cole, Miller, Mrs, Paine, Quaife, Dr, Sohmidt, and Shoow
makey. OFf those who are memtioned in the above ¢ Tour, Barkew, Duck,
Paxson, and s have indiocated that they would not soocept, and 1t
is understood that Q?m to be abrond next year, Wl ting .
these four rooulte in the following table., 8ince Siouscat indiontes none
exoept Paxsom ant Shambaugh, he drops from the list,

Barker: (1) Marehall, (2) Shippee, (3) Oole
nmmhu! (1) Pelzer
Buck: (1) s (2) Gole, (3) Horshall
Siinaery (1 Sonag | oo

Li 1 ?

Ngg:,h‘ l gol.e. (3) Marahall

ipmes,
16!!&}.2’ 3
Mﬂﬂgg;s } ) mﬁ;wa

From thies table indicating the attituwde of nine menbers of the cone
mittes, it pppears that Shi iz the forst cholce of ﬁgﬂ and cecond

chodce of two othewsi Marshall, Quaife, Pelser, s 1le are
firat cholees of one enohy Cole is second ¢holce of two ond third of oneg
Quaife io seoond choloe of onej and Marahsll ie thixd choloe of two, Ap-
parehtly mﬂee gptandes firet and Oole cecond in favor with these nine
membeys of the committee who have exprocsed themselves,

Pour of the nine members of the Beard of Rditors have definitely oze
resoed themeelves on the subject, Hodder, Marshall, and Mis: Kellogg
uvor Shippee and Shippee favors Marshall. Mayshell alome indicates a

seoond cholee vhich ie Gole. Two prominent members of the Assoolation
who are neithor on the exeoutive committoe mor on the board of editors,
Schafer and Paxeom, have aled expressed themeelves in favor of Shippes,
but Paxeon has indloated n second choles of Pelmer.

Quastion, On the basis of this datse would 4t be advisabdle for the
subecomaittes to Lring in o report recommending the ele ction of Mdpree,
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It scems %9 mb that suoh s report would, under existing oirouastanees,
probably meet with the sporewval ¢f the najority of the oxeoutive comuittee
and that, if a wvegular eleotion were held, it would probably result in the
end in the oholce of Mdppee. I hesdtate 4o urge this, however, because
@hippee and I are conneoted with the same institution, but it ssens pretty
cleay o me that 1% is the logleal thing for us to do. Shippee's regular
term on the editorial bourd has two more years to rum, oo that the Asso-
clation would have an opportunity to ze-open the subject at the end of
that period if 1% desdired %o Jo so.
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Mississippi Vallen Bistorical

Aganniafinn

EUGENE C. BARKER MRS CLARENCE S, PAINE
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS STATION A

AUSTIN, TEXAS LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER

April 22,1924

Enclosed please find cepies of my letters
1 te nave.

I have ne complete docket as yvet for the
business to come before the executive committee but enclese
a slip with a few tepicsfor consideration. IT you have
additional subjects te add te thlis I would be glad to have
them. TIetters will not reach me. in Lincoln after Saturday.

Monday and Tuesday I will be in Omaha; address,Wellington.Inn.

I believe I am due te arrive in Loulsville
about 7.30 A.M.Thuréday and will meet you at breakfast.

f (/2‘--4_/{/-\./":’

P.S. iy letters of Jan, 19th and Feb, 28th are sent with
the knowledge and permission of Mr, Boucher. I dislike a
three cornered correspondence and hope it will not lead
to any trouble between you.

Yours truly




Feb. 28, 1924

Dr. C. S. Boucher
Chicago, Ill.

My dear Mr. Boucher:

I have your letter dated Jan. 28th which you
sent to the members of the special committee. About a month ago
Dr. Buck wrote to me and quoted from this letter of yours. He
seems not to have known about the request for the $250 although Mr.
Alvord, in his letter, states that he had consulted with "Shippee
and Buck."

"After Mr. Shippee was made assistant managing
editor and Mr. Alvord knew he was to leave Minnesota, the request was
made that an additional {250 be placed in the budget for Mr. Shippee."
Mr. Buck objects to the statement that it was for Mr. Shippee. I
find that Mr. Alvord says for "assistantship” in his letter. Mr. Buck
alse doces not believe that at the time the request was made Mr. Alvord
knew he was leaving Minnesota. The meeting in Oklahoma City was held
March 29-31 and Mr. Alvord made the request for the increase on April
6th. Mr. Shippee was made assistant managing editor at the meeting in
Okl. City.

Mr. Buok also says that he did not ask for £150
for the Proceedings but that he only called attention to the faot that
the budget that I had offered did not carry an adequate amount for the
editorial work on the Proceedings. "It is fully as much of a job to
get out the Proceedings as any single number of the Review, the allow-
anoe for which averages $150." As I explained to you I omitted the
$100 always allowed for the Proceedings thinking that the bill would
hardly be presented before the annual meeting and would come in next
year's budget.

Upon looking up the matter I find that $50 instead
of $30 has been set aside for postage and miscellaneous expense of the
editorial office the past two years. The actual expense has not been
quite that sum, however.

With these explanations you can judge whether
there 1s anything incorrect in the letter you sent out. If you send
a letter to the other members of the executive committee please revise
it on these matters in question. Personally I would advise waiting.
Mr. Buck is preparing another letter. In it he will doubtless mention
the names of those who have been proposed as candidates which would
include the men you name.

Do you expect to be in Loulsville? I imagine
that this question of the managing editorship will not be settled
until the whole executive committee meet in Louisville. I hope that
the matter will be settled without causing any break in the harmony
that has always characterized the Asscciation.

Sincerely yours,




Dr. C.S,Boucher
Chicago, Ill.

My dear Dr. Boucher:

In reply to your letter will say that I attach to
this letter the cost of the editorial work upon the Review since its
beginning in 1914, These figures include editorial work, postage,
letterheads for the editorisl office and all incidental expenses.

Dr. Alvord never received any salary and only about
$25 a year for book postage and incidental expenses when he was with
the University of Illinois, After removing to Minneapolis he requested
the budget to include $50 a month for editorial work and around §$30 a
year for postage, etc. Of this $50 per month 1/2 was paid to Miss
Wheelhouse and 1/2 to Mrs, Buck for the editorial work upon the Review.
When the Proceedings were issued as an extra number he asked that $100
additional be allowed. The cost of making the index for wol. IX was
in addition also. )

After Mr, Shippee waes made assistant managing editor
and Dr, Alvord knew he was to leave Minnesota he requested me to in-
clude an additional $250 in the budget for Mr. Shippee. Since I knew
several of the guaranters had stated that they were not to be counted
upon for this year I ventured to say to Mr. Alvord that I did not see
how this amount could be added then but if it was possible later I
would add it to the budget and submit it to the finance committee.
This was the reason I did not present the budget until the December
meeting. I did not inoclude this $250 in the budget nor the $100 extra
for the Proceedings thinking that the Proceedings might not be ready
vefore the annual meeting. The budget called for $600 for the Review
and §50 incidental expense.

The letter you saw from Dr, Buck, which should have
come to me before the meeting of the executive committee meeting, asked
that $150 be allowed for the editorial work upon the Proceedings now
in preparation stating that the editorial work upon each Review was
3150 and that the Procecdings were more work than a single issue of the

eview.

While Mr. Alvord was in Illinois we paid for edi-
torial work at the rate of 50 cente per hour. Miss Wheelhouse went
from Illinois to Minnesota with Mr. Alvord. She is very competent but
did not have time in Minnesota to do all the editorial work so Mrs.
Buck took over half of it.

I am not a judge of what is a fair price for edi-
torial work and I am only concerned about being able to raise suffi-
cidnt money each year to meet the necessary expenses. I do think
Dr. Buck's letter to the members of the executive committee was mis-~
leading. From his letter anyone would infer that the Association was
under very great obligations to the University of Minnesota for the

expense of editing the Review and that we paid out little or nothing
from our treasury.

I will be glad to give you any further information

that is in my power, Yours very truly,
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GOV. ALEXANDER J. GROESBECK, EX OFFICIO AUGUSTUS C. CARTON, LANSING
PRESIDENT

CLARENCE M. BURTON, M. A., DETROIT CLAUDE H. VAN TYNE, PH. D., ANN ARBOR
WILLIAM F. MURPHY, S. T. D., DETROIT VICE-PRESIDENT

WILLIAM L. CLEMENTS, B. S., BAY CITY
WILLIAM L. JENKS, M. A., PORT HURON

FLOYD B. STREETER, M. A., ARCHIVIST MARIE B. FERREY, CURATOR PERCY H. ANDRUS, CHIEF CLERK

Michigan Historical Commission

GEORGE N. FULLER, PH. D., SECRETARY AND EDITOR
LANSING

Dr. Solon J. Buck, April
67 Barton Ave. S.E., 23,
Minneapolis, Minn, 1924

ly dear Doctor Buck:

Respecting the editorship of the Review, about
which you ask me to make a statement of my preference:
I am for Dr. Quaife, strongly, for the following reasons.

According to your several circular letters, in
seeking a successor to Dr. Alvord the Committee should
try to find a man who has the backing of an institution
able and willing to furnish the editor with all necessary
help free of expense to the Association. I agree heartily
with this position, inasmuch as the cost of this help is
now, according to your statement, in the neighborhood of
$700 a year. Dr. Quaife now has back of him the Detroit
Public Library, which stands ready to give him such
editorial and clerical assistance as he may need.

I have been strongly in favor of Dr. Quaife from
the beginning, so strongly thet“"the fact of his now
being in Michigan adds nothing.

As to Dr., Quaife's qualifications for the position,
the committee is too well informed to need instruction.

I do not wish my position in the matter to be
treated as confidential, as you might be inclined to
treat it in deference to a long standing friendship, but




L] =) 1
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rather I should be pleased to have all members of the
executive committee know.

I have high regard for all persons, without
exception, who have been mentioned as candidates, but
tomy mind Dr. Quaife's qualifications, including
scholarship, his practical editorial experience,
financial backing, and his past services to the Assoc-
iation, make him preeminently eligible.

If it is possible for me to get to Louisville,
I shall be there.

With kindest regards,

Very respectfully yours,

GNF/NA B




QOV. WARREN T. MICRAY
PRESIDENT

SAMUEL M. FOSTER
VICE-PRESIDENT

ESTHER U. MTNITT
SECRETARY

JAMES A. WOODBURN

APR 25 1094

Indiana Historical Commission

STATE HOUSE
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

HARLOW LINDLEY, DIRECTOR
LUCY M. ELLIOTT, ASSISTANT

April 25th, 1924

Dr., Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear friend:

A reply to your letter of April 19th
has been delayed by the death of my father which
has kept me away from the office for three or four
days. I will plan to be in Louisville in time for
the breskfast session which you suggest. I shall
probably go down there Wednesday evening as I have
a reservation at the Seelbach.

Everything considered I am very well
satisfied with the summary report which you have
prepared. While I would be very glad to have you

Editor of the publication , yet considering
overy angle I think it is just as well to go ahead
with Shippee at present., Believe me

Director.

LEW M. O'BANNON

MRS. JOHN N. CAREY

KATE MILNER RABB

THOMAS F. MORAN

EVANS WOOLLEN
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knew anything about it and he was equally astonished. At last I wrote
to you about it and received a copy of Alvord's lettexr which I saw at
once did not justify the statements made,

It seens to me further that it was &» unwise or
at least wmecessary for you to say anything about this matter to
Boucher. A careful reading of Alvord's lettcr digcloses the fact that
it was not even a‘égggggg for money for a clerical assistant but merely
2 statement of needs and a requeet for your opinion on the subject. He,
as a member of the Finance committee was writing to you in a tentative
way as another member of the finance committee and, since the matter
went no further, it should not, I think, have been revesled outside of
that committee. There would, ﬁowevar, ave been no particular harm in
such revelation provided the letter had not been misinterpreted. The
same is true, of course, of my letter to you with reference to an al-
lotment for the ngegedinga.

With reference to whether or not Alvord knew that
he was leaving Minnesota at the time when he wrote this letter, I obe
serve that in your second letter to Boucher you merely state that I
g0 not believe that he did. Your letter distinctly gives the impression
that you think he did. TUnless he deliberately deceived me and his other
assoclates here he did not know it until some eix wecks later. I expect,
ho:;ver, %o have definite evidence on this point before I get %o Louise
ville.

There is one other matter in your first letter to

Bouoher to which I must allude. You state that you think my "letter to
the members of the executive committee wes misleading" and that from it
"anyone would infer that the association was under very great obligoe
tions to the University of Minnesota for the expense of editing the
Review, and that we paid out 1ittle or mothing from our treasury." It

8§ unifortunate that you did not make thies statement directly %o me in-
etead of to Boucher. The letter in question was drafted by me but it
was approved by both the other members before it was sent out as a
letter from the sub-committee. Apparently neither of them got the im-
precsion of it which you did, nor has anyone else so far as I can judge
from my extensive correspondence, with the exception of Boucher. Cer-
tainly the oreating of such an impression was the farthest from my ine
tentions. I did not think then and do not think now that the con-
tribution of the University of Minnesota to the %gv;ew was a partiou-
larly large one. In my letter to Boucher, I state explicitly that the
institutions with whicg Alvord was comnected in Illimois made largexr
contributions, and I am well aware that there are various institutions
which would be willing to make larger contributions. I made no mention
of the payments by the association for editorial work because they had
no bearing on the point which I was making, which was that 2 certain
minimum amount of assistance from the institution would be espential,
and the assistance rendered by Minnesota was definitely stated ae an
indication of what that minimum should be. -
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The whole difficulty lies, of course, in the
assumption that I have been acking in this matter primarily for the
purpose of keeping the Review at Mimnesota. It is cuite useless,
of course, to enter into any discussion of my motives, for that is
something on which it is impossible to offer proof. I can only
assert that I have been motivated entirely by what I believe to be
the best interests of the association. Certeainly my friendship for
Shippee cannot be the motive of my actions, for he is s0 lukewamrm
on the subject that I have had %reat difficulty in getting him to
agree to take the position if it is offered to him. The advantage
to the University in having the Review located here is a very ine
tangible thing, and some members of our department doubt if there is
any appreciable advantage involved. Oertainly it is not such as to
influence me in such a matter to the detriment of the association to
which I have, for many years, given freely of my time and energy,
and in the welfare of which I am deeply interecsted.

I am extremely sorry that anything of this sort
has come up to interfere with the harmonious relations which have
always existed between us heretofore. I hope that you may see your
way clear to admit and to inform Boucher that your interpretation
of Alvord's letter was incorrect; but, however this uay be,T shall
continue to give you my loyal eupport and codperation becausd I
believe that you are sincerely devoted to the welfare of the
Missiesippi Valley Historical Association.

Sincerely yours




April 26, 1924

Prof. C. 8. Boucher
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinols

Dear Mr. Boucher:~

Mrs. Paine has sent me with your, knowledge
and permission, I understand, copies of her letters of January
19 and February 28 to which you refer in your letter of March
26, and several things are now clear to me which I have been
unable to understand before.

In the first place, I find that practically

all the statements to which I took exception in your letter of
Januxry 28 to the sub-committee are taken almost verbatim from

Mrs. Paine's letter to you of January 19. It is clear, there-
fore, that the responsibility for originating the statements
belonge not to you but to Mrs. Paine, although you made them
your own by incorporating tlem in your letter. Mrs. Paine's in-
terpretation of my atatement about the contribution of the Univ-
ersity of Minnesota to editorial expenses gives me a clue to your
procedure in the matter. Adopting, apparently, this interpreta-
tien,«ou proceeded to refute it, but in so doing you were setting
up a man of straw, for I certminlv never had 1nyintchtion of mak-
ing any claims fcr Minnesota. I am sending you herewith a copy L
of Alvord's letter to Mrs. Paine on which she based her statements.
If yvou will read this letter carefully, I am certalin that you will
have to admit,to yourself at least, that her interpretation of the
letter was wrong and that what Alvord was suggesting was not com-
pensation for ahipnee but an arrangement nherehy a half-time cleri-
a1l assistant might be provided for the editorial office.

In such mattera a8 these it seems to me that
perfect frankness is negessary if misunderstandings are tc be
avoided. Consequently I am sending you herewith also a copy of
the letter which I have just written to Mrs. Paine.

I sincerely hope that the misunderstandings in
this matter will not prevent us all from working together for the
best interests of the M.V.H.A, so far at least as we are able to
harmonize our ideas as to what are the best interests of that
association.

Sincerely yours
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THE REGISTRY OFFICE

th nitersity of Dklahoma

Norman, Oklakoma

April 26, 1924.

8 1

r. Soldn J. Buck, Chairman,

Executive Committee on the

Manaeine Editorship,

Mississippi Valley Historical Association,
inneapolis, ""inn.

Dear Sir:

I shall not be able to attend the meeting at
Louisville, Ky., Any of the men who have been named are
suitable candidates as far as I know for the managing-editor-

ship of the Review.

I regret exceedingly my inability to be with
you.

Yours very truly,

62,7%’;.?.*

Roy Gittinger,




THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

W. 0. THOMPSON, PRESIDENT
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Review. hs always interpreted "Missisaippl Valley® in
the name of the Association and of the Review 45, the broad
sense as including the entire @rea of the United States

from the Appals ar linn to the Rockies: It seems

to me that hist 1 economicakly the Great Lakesregion
i8 80 intimatels :d with the upper Mississippi and
Ohio valleys ti :;rw;w be nclud@i in the fleld of the
Association., ° rm were to be intcrﬂrat'i literally
as including only the territory drained by the Mississioni
River, we shculd have eave out Chicago (at iuiat %cmnro
the construction of ‘the inage canal), much of Alabama

and ¥isaissippl and most Texas.

i

ofwng

2B R ¢
La
pe

y much dissatisfied,
come of the election ot because tl
from Minnesota,as most pecple will _ _
in the first place, because I doubt if Quaife has the requ
qualities to make a success of it, and most important of
I object to the way hich the thing was put through,
you doubtless know, e Detroit Public Liﬂr”r" offered to
all editorial exporses a matter of about §is hundred 4u}11T1
a year { Qualfe were made the editor.

I now know a.good deal more about #hat has been
going on in the Association than I did before 'the meeting. The
person who is really responsible for what hapneneu is Mrs.
Paine. "She has been dissatisfied for some time with the expense
of ¢ Mlt;“; the Review, She has no oonceptfon, of course, of
the amount and character of the work whioh has to be done on such
a publication if high standards are to be maintained. Several
years ago, in a conversation with Mise Wheelhouse, she made it olear
that she thpa—nt a great deal of time and money were wasted on editorial
work and also that Miss Wheelhouse ought to do the work during the
time for which she is paid by the Minnesota Historical Soociety in-
stead of outelde of hours; that, she said, was the way in which
she handled the work of the decrotary's office.

At the Columbus meeting in December, she made such a
+ r" -1
L") AN

4

wail about the Assooiation's financ 8 that s! sucoceeded in making
many people’ think that the greatest poseible economy was necessary.
Thereafter she ciroulated a report to the effect that Alvord, after
he knew that he was leaving, tried to get some money out of the
Asscciation "For Shippeed S8he now olaims that what she me:

for editorial expenses under Shippee's direction. As

of faoct, the only baeis for this was a suggestion by

April, 1923, several months before he knew “hxs he was going
leave, that a small additional appropriation from the Association
for editorial services, combined with what the University was
already giving would make it possible to secure a half time assisg~
tand in the editorial office. ;
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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
Department of History
Seattle

July 25
My dear Buck:

I am sending just a line to acknowledge receipt of your
letter and thank you for it. I will not undertake to answer it, as I
have a great deal to do before I can get away Monday and, as I have to
write by hand, a thing I have not done for many years, I am very slow.

Do not make the slightest difference about your vacation
plans. I think it will be unwise for us to plan to stop over in the
Twin Cities. We will be pretty tired from the long pull from Banff
and will be eager to get home to our own beds and some clean clothes.

I think too that if it continues hot we better stay longer in Banff than
we planned if we can be accommodated beyond our reservations. If we do
that then I cannot tell when we will be coming thru. If I do not see
yvou I will write you at length as soon as I get home.

I do not think there is anything I can do to save the
Association. If it pulls thru it will be sheer luck. I had some
plans but they were all dashed by the removal of the Review to Detroit.
It never occurred to me as within the realm of the possible that the
Review would not go to Shippee. While he would not say that he would
take it, I feel sure that he would when it was pressed upon him. My
plan was to center all the activities of the Association in one place.
It involved eliminating Mrs. Paine by making her Hon. Secy. with noth-
ing to do. The only thing that could develop the Association is the
establishment of a permanent secretariat in one place. I favored
Minneapolis because the foundations were already laid and conditions
were favorable. I would have been satisfied with any other locatien
like Chicago, had conditions been equally favorable. Now the whole
business has gone glimmering and the chance to put the Association
on a satisfactory footing is absolutely lost. I shall be sorry to
have the Assoclation go to pieces on my hands but if it does it will
be because of things over which I had no control. I am sorry that I
did not go to Louisville but I did not suppose it necessary to save
the Review and of course the possibility of being eleoted President
never entered my head.

Cordially yours

(Signed) F. H. Hodder






