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May 9,1930,

Dr.Solon J. Buck,
University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, Minnesota,

Dear Buck:

You were doubtless notified some time ago of your
appointment to the committee on endowment of the American
Historical Association. The other members of the com-
mittee are Dr.James P. Baxter, 23 Brewster 8t,,Cambridge,
Mass.; Harry J. Carman, 701 Hamilton Hall, Columbia Uni-
versity, New York City; Charles Moore, 1719 H 8t.,N.W.,
Washington, D.C.; Conyers Read, 1218 Snyder Ave., Phila-
delphia; and myself as chairman,

I am informed that the object of this committee is
not to raise the endowment itself but to consider ways and
means of doing so, and also propose expenditures of income
from the endowment. We are to report to the council and
later to the Association a program as definite and detailed
as possible for procedure in the whole matter,

The location of the members of the committee would
geem to make some place in the east most feasible for the
meeting if it can be arranged. Washington, New York, and
Philadelphia seem possibilities. Please let me know
whether you have any plans for the next month or so which
would bring you into touch with other members of the com-
mittee. 8o far as I know, the committee has no money for
expenses so it will hardly be possible to ask members to
make special trips, If no meeting is possible, perhaps
we can transact our business by correspondence,

Professor Dexter Perkins, secretary of the Associa-
tion, has intimated that some members of the council feel
that in lieu of an endowment of its own, the Association
should depend on getting subsidies from other endowments for
special projects. This I suppose should be considered by
our committee but the Association has so thoroughly com-
mitted itself to raising a million dollar endowment and
has accepted so many subscriptions on this basis that it would
certainly be dishonorable to abandon the endowment campaign
before every possible exertion has been made.

On the other hand, the campaign has probably lost all
of its momentum by this time and financial conditions are

not favorable. The committee, therefore, has a difficult
task requiring the fullest possible information and resource-




fulness to think out a promising line of action to
recommend.,

I am taking the liberty of writing to representative
leaders of local campaigns, etc., to find out how much
existing machinery there is which can be used, and also
asking for suggestions.

I would be glad to hear from you as fully as possible
and upon any line of suggestion whatever.

Very truly yours,
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August 13,1930,

Dr.Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St.Paul, Minnesota,

My dear Buck:

Many thanks for your reprint of "Trans-Mississippi
West - The Problem of Adequate Historical Collections."
I have been interested in checking up our situation in
tndiana with the various items you stress. It was a pro-
fitable but not altogether pleasant experience.

I got no satisfactory leads for a meeting of our com-
mittee on recommendations for the Endowment campaign. We
may have to make up a report by mail,

Furthermore, some of the members, notably Conyers Read,

is thoroughly off of the whole thing, and inclined to fall
in with the suggestion passed by Dexter Perkins from the
Council that the effort to raise an endowment for historical
research, etc., be abandoned in favor of the possible policy
of asking various endowed foundations for subsidies for spe-
cific enterprises.

I hope that we will have a majority of the committee
behind a strong report insisting that the million dollar
endowment be completed in some way at some time, even if
it cannot be done immediately. If the Endowment campaign is
abandoned, I will probably have to leave Indianapolis. 1
certainly cannot face Mrs. Beveridge and Mr.Fesler and a few
others who really worked hard on the proposition. The mere
suggestion of the possibility of not raising a million dol-
lars and of using the Beveridge fund for a secretariat or
something of that sort which reached Mrs., Beveridge sometime
ago at New York led her to remonstrate with me most vigor-
ously. Mr.Fesler thinkes that though there is no legal
basis for asking momey back, the Association would lose all
standing and be guilty of a breach of faith if it does not
carry out the original program.

As I remember, only three, possibly four states,raised
what might be considered a reasonable quota. The state and
local organizations, are, for the most part, I suppose, virtually
extinct. Do you know, from personal contacts, any states




where amything is to be hoped for from the organizations
created three or four years ago? Could anything be done
with the old organization in Minnesota?

I do not think the organizations by states ought to be
given up, even though in most cases, the personnel would
have to be changed, at least in part, 1Its abandonment would
create bad feeling in the states which have contributed be-
yond their proportion and would also shut off sources from
which considerable contributions might be secured. Probably
a committee on large gifts could draw up a list to be exempt
from independent local approach and by a protracted and ju-

dicious campaign might secure enough large contributions to
complete the million.

So far as I have gone, my own conclusion would be that the
effort to complete the million dollar endowment, while it has
been suspended, should be renewed and kept up until success-
fully finished. Second, that the appeal to the states as
states through individuals and committees should be renewed
and third, that a special committee on large gifts should
be empowered to withdraw names from solicitation except under
its direction and should plan a 1long campaign, if necess-

ary, for securing gifts of $235,000,$50,000 and $100,00 or
more.

Please sit down some time and write me the outline of a
report you would make if you were asked to do so, a report
covering the whole object for which our committee was ap-
pointed.

Very truly yours,

bomsd bk













» um y 90 22
LIERARY AND HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT BOARD
OF THE STATE OF INDIANA

MRs. FRANK J. SHEEHAN

oo I Historical Bureau e

CHARLES N. THOMPSON
HISTORICAL BUREAU

STATE HOUSE . Vice-President
WiLLiaAM M. TAYLOR

INDIANAPOLIS Secretary

MRs. ELIZABETH CLAYPOOL EARL
CHRISTOPHER B. COLEMAN DIRECTOR DR. WILLIAM P. DEARING

November 13, 1930,

Mr, Solon J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
Saint Paul, Minnesota,
Dear Buck: -

I enclose a copy of a letter I have received from
Dexter Perkins, together with a rough draft of suggestions for
a report of the Committee on Endowment of which you are a
member. In these suggestions, I have tried to embody the

ideas of members of the committee as obtained by correspondence.

Will you please note any objections you mgy have

to the proposed report, put down eny additions and return
to me at your earliest convenience?

Very truly yours,
/A
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December 26,1830,

Dr.Solon J. Buck,
Copley Plaza Hotel,
Boston, Mass.

My dear Buck:

I inclose a copy of the report I have drawn up
for the committee on endowment. The only changes are (1)
modification of the statement that the Association is
already pledged to the raising of a million dollar en-
dowment fund and (2) the addition of a recommendation that
a sustaining membership of $10.00 a year be created, the
added amount over the annual dues of $5.00 to go to current
expenses of the ~gsociation.

I am sorry that I did not get this to you earlier.
1f you have any objections to any part of the report, please

confer with Professor Carman, who, in my absence, will make
the report if called on,

Very truly yours,







REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EINDOWMENT

AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATICN

The movement organized at the Ann Arhor meeting of the
American Historical Association in 1928 to secure an endowment of a
million dollars for the Association, has definitely committed the
Association to make every possible effort to secure the sum of
#1,000,000, To abandon the effort with the present results would
be a serious blow to the prestige of the Society. Not only that, but
8ince several large gifts and numerous smeller ones have been made
in the confidence that the full amount would be subseribed, the stand-
ing of the Association in business and philanthropic cirecles would be
lowered by repudiating our announced program. Your Committee therefore
recommends that the Soclety pledge itself to continue its effort un-
til the goal of a million dollars is attained.

Investigation reveals, however, that the original organization
for securing the endowment has completely broken down, No state come
mittee has been found which is either willing or able to resume ac~
tivity. Added to this is the natent fact that the financial situation
at present is most umpromising for a general endowment campaign, It
seems obvious, therefore, that the only thing to do is >egin the
creation of a new organization which will not immediately conduct a
general campalpgn, but will be preparing systematically for obtaining
subscriptions and gifts for the Associstion, It is also apparent that

2

the best prospect is that of secu ing at least a few large rifte,
if not in the immediate future, then in the next year or two. There
some reason for hope that help ean be obtained from one. or more

the large philanthropic endomments already in existence.
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that it is not the abandonment of the endowment campalgn but rather
its continuation,

Although it may not be strictly within the province of this
committee to make other recommendations thpn the above, there are
certain matters so closely related to securing a million dollar en-
dowment, that they must be considered in this report.

The committee recommends that the establishment of permanent
quarters and a secretarlat be made a definite, clear-cut part of

the endowment movement, so that funds secured for endowment and not

given for other speciflc purposes, may be used for the establishment

of a home and office in which a competent staff can give its entire
time o the business of the Association. While money for a secretariat
will not be as easy to secure as money for definite projects, your
comnittee belleves that at the present time a secretariat is the most
pressing and imperative need of the organization, and that it has be-
come absolutely necessary to relieve the intolerable burden of conscien-
tious voluntary officers. Unless the officers of the Association are
relieved, we do not see how the Agsociation cen expand 1lts work,
There 1s indeed danger that its present commitments may not be nroperly
carried out.

Though 41t is perhaps outside of the province of this committee,
we would reepectfully recommend that the Association establish at
least one additional class of membership. e would suggest that the
payment of §10,00 a year be regarded as a basis for sustaining membe

and that notices 0% dues and solicitationg for membership con-

the statement that the dues for a sustalning membership are

$10,00 a year. The proceeds of the additional 85.00 above the annual




membership du would probably | 3 the Association additional re-

gources for the maintenange of an office and sseretariast.

Gffts and subscriptions made for definite objects must always

f
carry with them the most binding assursances that the objects of donors

s

whose gifts are acecepted will be strictly adhered to. ivery guarantee

a

known to our ingtitutions mugt be established by the Associstion so




that donors will have no doubt about the perpetulity of the endow
and 1te continued fruitfulness,

The committee recommends, therefore, that the Council at the
earliest possible moment give full conasideration to the establishment
of such guarantess, and to publiclty concerning them, whether fhey are
to be found in a Board of Trustees entrusted with the investment and
meintenance of permanent endowment funde, in a contract with some
large financial institutton of nationally recognized security for the
custody and investiment of endowment funde and payment of interest to
the trustees of the Association, or in some other method used by uni-
versitiee and philanthropical endomments,

This committee has every confidence that the million dollars

set as the goal for the endowment can ultimately be secured. It is

inconceivable that with local and state historiecal soclieties enjoying

incomes from endowments aznd other sources and obtaining large glifts

g -

and bequests from year to yea hat ¢ national organlization of his-

%
¥

torians, an organizatlion whose work is fa extensive and far more
valuable than that of any state socliet: should ¢continue to be with-
out a permanent home, without an administrative staff and without
sndowment both to carry on hisdorical 1 10 administer its own

'
-

affairs.
iespectfully submitted,

aristopher B.Coleman,
Chairman
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ROBERT G. SPROUL
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY

November 2 1931

Professor Solon J., Buck,

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Historical Building

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

Your letter of October 23 has reached
me. Thank you very much for your interest in the
Review, I am not surprised at your hesitation
about subseribing since I know from my own case that
it is Impossible to go beyond a very limited group
in the subscription to periodicals. We have sent
circulars both to the University of Pittsburgh and
to the Carnegile Library, though we have not heard
from either one of these institutions as yet.

With best regards, I am

Very cordlally yours,

John C. Parish









