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DEC 1 4 1931

partment
Jniversity c [lnnesota
finneapolis, Minr
December 11,
Mr. Solon J. Buck
miversity of Pittsburg
Pittsburgh, Pennsyl

T 1
Duckas

I am taking the liberty to ask two favors of you
while you are attending the American Hlcotorical Assocliatlon
meeting here. If at all bpossible, I would like talk with you
concerning possible fields for further graduate work. My
PPS@%PCH for my master's thests upon Mr. Marshall is apparently

but the Marshall papere which have at last been
LqALina State Library are of little value. M itz
ndence a2nd I feel
naterial otherwlse fo1 loctor's thn
1 UDOon work 1in aAamericaln ecorom (

1 4 e
since

11s private corres i

teac
b _ inisnin )y work. At present I
a possible teaching position at Purdue Un
Mr. Sears from that university is to inquire UOHC;PMiAQ h;
qulifiCutijn“ while he is attending the American Historical
advociation meeting, but he will probably not ap,roach you. If
the occasion should present itself, however, I would appreclate
your comments to him concerning 0y work with you last year. I
feel that you were better acquainted with my work than any one
in the department.

o

7
A
wnhnile you are 1in

)

Yours truly,

JL4L¢,7_(

//
%

L your service



December 15, 1931
¥r. George A, Palmer,
Department of History,
University of Minmnesota,
Hinneapclis, Minnesota.

Dear Mr, Palmeri-

I am sorry to learn that you feel that there is
not safficient meterial on Marghall for a doctor's thesis. I
ghall be very glad, of cowrse, to talk with you during the _
ANA meeting. I expect to have a room in the Nieholes Mstel
end you can doubtless get in touch with ne without difficulty.

I shall be glad to talk with Sears about you

if I chence to c2e him and, if not, I shall write to him,

Sincerely yours,

Solon < + Buck
SIBLAM




Department of History
University of Vinnesota
Mirneapolis, Minnesojpa

P

February 6, 1932

Mr. Solon J. Buck
Testern Pennsysvania Hlstorical Soclety
ittsburgh, Pennsylvania

I have made an application for a teaching-
at Western Reserve niversity for the com
wonld apprecite a letter from you to one of
men in the history department there. My application

with Dean Elbert J.

Althon

| 4
e voawsrnen
gh youwarne

‘or graduate stnudy at Pittsburgt
for an agssistantship there because of
)f opentihige~in many of the universities.

Thanking you for your time,




February 15, 1932
lr, George C. Palmer,

University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, Minnesota,
Dear Mr, Polmert= o

As requested in your letter of February 6, I

have written about you to Frofessor Arthur C, Cole at Western

Reserve University. I do not kmow muach abdbut the aituation in

the history department here but from what I have heard, I doudt
if there would be mmeh 1ikelihood of your being able to obtain
an appointment,

1 hope that you find sorething that is satis-
factory to you,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




Professor Arthur €, Cole,
Jestern leserve University,
Cleveland, Chio,

Dear Colet=

¥r, George C. Palmer, a graduate student in history
at the Univergity of Mimmesota, informs me that he is applying
{for & teasching sssistantship at Western Reserve Univergity for
the coming year., Mr, Palmer was in my seminar in American
history at the University of Mimnepota and did excellent work,
fle ig well trained in history, is a hard worker, and has consid=
erable initiative., He hags an agreeable personality and I should
expect him to be successful as & teacher,

I cannot give him the very bighest recommendation
because he does not write very well, although he expresses him=
gelf well orally. He recognizes his handicap in this respect
end will doubtless overcome it, and I delleve that he will make
good.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




December 26, 1829

Parish
Nalifornia at

Los Angeles, California

Dear Parish:

Phank you very much foz
copies of volume 2 of the Proceedings of
the Pacific Coast Branch. One copy has
gone into our library and I am retaining
the other for my own collection. I found
a number of articles in it of consider-
able interest to me and especially your
own contribution.

I-am wondering if any copiles
of volume 1 of this series are still
available. Our library has doe but 1
should like one for myself. "I have an
almost complete collection of the publi-
cations of the American Historical Asso-
ciation and would like to have a complete
file of those of the Pacific Coast Branch
as well. :

Sincerely yours
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¢ v February 10, 1930.

Professor Solon J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

My dear Buck:

I am sending you herewith copiles
of Volume I and Volume III of the Proceedings
of the Pacific Coast Branch. The first two
volumes have become pretty rare because we

did not print many copies. The third volume

is just off the press.

Very sincerely yours,

/ John C. Parish.

Form LA-C-24p-12m-10,"29




Professor John C. Parish
Uﬂ*W'“ﬁi’a of California
Los Anceles, Qalifornia
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ROBERT G. SPROUL
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
ERNEST C. MOORE
AT LOS ANGELES VICE-PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR
September 30, 1931,

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Historical Society of

Western Pennsylvania

Bigelow Blvd, and Parkman Ave,
Pitisburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

Let me first congratulate the Historical
Society of Western Pemnsylvenia on securing you as
superintendent of the projects they have in mind, Nobody
in the country is better prepared to do the work-mewre
successfully than yourself,

You wrote me some time ago mentioning the
fact that you did not have the 1929 copy of the Proceed-
ings of the Pacific coast branch. I withheld an enswer
so that I can send with it the 1930 number, I will en-
close these two issues under separate cover and I am
also filling the geps in the files of the Minnesota
Historical Society.

I am sending you also under seperate cover
en announcement of the Pacific Historical Review which I
discussed with you in 1929, I shall be happy if your
new orgenization end perhaps yourself find it interesting
enough to subscribe, We are getting a strong backing on
the coast and feel confident that a regional magazine
covering the Pacific coast stetes and the entire Pacific
eses® basin will prove to be an underteking well worth our

efforts.

With best regards, I am

Very cordially yours,

o 2 e A

JCP: IK / /John C, Parish
—




October 25, 1931.
Mr. John €, Parish,
University of California,
Los Afgeles, Cslifcimia.

Dear Parishg=

Your letter of September 3 was duly received
and the Progecdines of the Pagific Goast Branch for 1929 and
1930 have just come in. I am wery glad, indeed, to have
these for my file.

Your kind words about me are very much
appreciated, of course. I have been somewhat discouraged over
the situation here, at times, but I can see that we are making
progress and, doubtless, things will move more smoothly as we
g0 along.

I am very mch interested in the announcement
of the Pacifiec Historical Review and I believe that it is a
move in the right direction. 1 am not subscridbing to it,
however, becanse its field is rather remote from my present
interests and the difficulties of moving my lidrery to
Pittsburgh have convinced me that I should cut down on the
-acquisition of periodicals. The Western Pennsylvania
Historiecal Society, lacking either funds or space for a
corprelensive collection of Americana, is confining its
collections $o this region. I shall endeavor, however, to
obtain a subscrintion from the' library of the University of
Pittsburgh and I presume that the Carnegie Library here will
subscribe. I would suggest that copies of the circuliar
b2 sent to the librarions of these institutions unless that
has already been done.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buclk.







Minnesota Historical Socliety
gt. Paul, Minnesota
November 20, 1939

Mr. ‘Horatio M. Parker
0ity Bacteriologist
Engineer Building
Jacksonville, Florida

Dear Horatio:

Many, many thanke for having a copy of The
Young Maroonerg sent to me, I have looked it over and
dipped into 1f here and there, and am planning to read
it to Roger and Mary as soon as we finish the book we
¥

are reading at present. I am sure that they will enjoy
it immensely.

You will be .interested to know that I had
a letter recently from our old friend, John Dent, who
is now the head of the Department of lechanical Engineer-
ing at the University of Pittsburgh. He saw my letter in
a recent number of The Nation concerning the Alvord Rem-
orial project and sent me a contribution for the fund
that is being raised. I am not sure that I told you
about this project, but the inside pages of this sheet

will give you information about it.

It was a great pleasure to see you again,
and I hope that our paths will cross again soon.

Sincerely yours
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;)'c Theodore C
m; Lincoln Hall
Jrbana, Illinois

‘J"_._l._.“’
Dear Peasele~

One of our ::;'--.* ldates for the ma 's
degree at the Unive f *“?.mc*"o";_, }.\_-
juet turned in a thesis on the History o
Jubllee College;, which was I« c,.tt i neax
Peoria. it she states tha vde
extensive use of a large collection of cor-

idence of Bishop Chase in the possession

f Virginius Chase of Peoria; also of
ome records of Jubilee College i the pos-
Paul's Church of Peoria.

r
8
4

1t you
: %,
tere

tory.

incerely




ILLINOIS lﬁlSTé%R!C:AH_ SURVEY
THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

THEODORE C. PEASE
ASSISTANT DI TOR

426 LINCOLN HALL URBANA ,ILLINOIS

1931

= L - ~ |
was certainly a profound

most unpleasant surprise, I have been so

to thinking of as a fixture in the
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sndeed
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July 18, 1831

DPr. Theodore €. Pease
436 Linecoln Hall —
Urbana, Illinois

Dear Peaczeél=

I had taken it for granted that the news of my
prospective departure from Minnesota had reached you
some time ago. I am afrald you do not read our "Minne-
sota Historical News" very diligently, as my resignation
was announced in the issue that went out about June 1.
You are, I believe, on 'the mailing list ror this clip
sheet.

As you can readily imagine, it is very difficult
for me $o leave Mimmesota after seventeen years of work

here, but the opportunities offered by the Pittsburgh
eituation were such that I could not refuse them.

lam consoling myself with the thought that I shall still
be in the Missiszsippl Valley.

My prinecipal job in Pittsburgh will be the direction
of the Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey, which is
financed, in the main, by the Buhl Foundation, and ade
ministered by & joint board of representatives of the
University of Pittsburgh and the Western Pemnsylvania
Historiéal Socliety. I shall also have the title of profes-
sor of history in the University and teach not $a exceed
one course, and I shall have general supervision of the
work of the Historical Society. t might seem that I am
exchanging two jobs for three, but I hope that more of my
time can be devoted to research and the direction of re-
gsearch than has been the case here.

Sincerely yours




%

Prof. Theodore C. Pease
University of Illinois
Urbana, Illinois

Dear Peas

in pr;ﬁ“'r';'“ fo my removal to Pittsburfh I have been
looking over some ! that has not been touched for ”1ny
years and in 1 a of Illinois material, some of 'which
might be of uase o ”;“rtl; most \f it is m crzﬂl that
I used in connd i;m. ith ?H{ preparation llh@&
It i8 as

1. My original handwritten copy of my report on "Materials

fnr Il1linoig History in the Archives of the U. 8, CGovernment at
waghington," 53 pages. My recollection is that typewritten
copies were made of this report at the tin ¢ when it was prepared,
and some years ago 1 wrote to you to inquire if a gopy could be
found in your files. You reported that no copy ocould be located.
If you want to have a oopy made from this one now I shall be glad
to send it on for that purpose, but I should like to have it re-
turned or to be provided with a carbon copy of 1it.

2, A typed transcript of Illinois census schedules of 1810,
101 pages.

3. A typed carbon copy of the historical part of E. B. Green's
&%
L

va rament o Illinois with citations entered by hand in

he margin,
some of them in my handwriting.

A

4, A calendar on 4 x 6 cards of Illinols and Northwestern
documents, covering the years 1738 to 1830, about 10 inches thick.

E. Notes on 4 x 6 cards arranged in the main according to
the chapters of lllinois in 1818 and inolu ing some ¢alendar
card sinrobab1; withdrawn from 4, about 24 i nches thiok.

6. Transeripts of me nuscr1ut3 newspaper extracts, ete.,
mostly carbons, about 1l inghes 1ick

7. Preliminary drafts by assistants, statistloal compllations,
etec., fﬁr Illinois in 1818, about 3 inches thick.
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lendar over to the linnesota




ILLINOIS FiHETC)R!CLAL. SURVEY
THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

THEODORE C. PEASE
ASsSISTANT DIRECTOR

426 LINCOLN HALL URBANA,ILLINCIS

Professor Solon J, Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Buck:

Thie will acknowledge the receipt

of yvour letter of July 24, We would be
very glad of items 1 and 2 in your list,
1Lclla1uv your report on "Materials for
Illinois History" and the transcript of
Illinois census schedules of 1810, If

you will ship these to us, express collect,
we shall be very grateful for them, indeed,

Sincerely yours,




dugust 1, 1831

Dr. Thecdore C. Pease
436 Lincoln Hall
Urbana, Illinois

Dear Pesczele

In response to ysur letter of July 39
I am veﬂﬂinp you by express collect my re-
port on *"Materials for Il incis History"
and the tranrr*i“+ o
of 1810. I am tﬁ?‘ in accordance
with my Letter, have the report
1

f Illi'o's ¢ensus schedules

copied

and will either = i garbon or return the

original, I am i iing h these ltems a

manuscript documen a8 1ou among the

nNa1: ra
r.}I,PJ -

48 suggested in my previous
destroyed the draftsand am turning
transoripte over to the Minnesota His

Socie

Bincerely vours




- Professor Theodore C, Pease,
University of Illinoie,
Urban, Iilinois,

Dear Peases

In the sl report of the American Historical Assvciation
for 1930, 1 note in your “"Repert of the Mistorical Manuscript Commission®
a statement ¢o the elfect that the Comnission had dropped its plaa for

111;111{' Printed Sourcez Tor American History" becaunse of the fact that
the A C L 8 had comuissioned Holbrook %o prepare a 1ist of all calendars
of marmscript materials for fmerican hiat.')ry" I assume that this
refers to a Joint Sourdtiee project for making a bibliograply of lists,
guides, c.t,._mum‘a, etc., to source mate rial for the social sciences and
the munanities, I do not kmow Just whal was the mature of the project
of the Historical Mamugeripts Comnission, but I doubt if there would
have been mach duplication, AL any rate, the Joint Comnitiee has
dropped its project for the time being, and the Commission should feel
free to zo shead with 1ts original plan 1f it waats Lo do so.

Stevens has told ue of the very uaterial assistance that you
have rendered to him in comnection with the prepsration of his veolume
for the Alvord Memorial Comaission, and I want Lo assure you that we
‘are both very grateful to you for this co-ocperation., I am now reading
Stevens’ *Critical Besays” on the variocus pamilets and I am convinced
that the volume is going to be & very valuable contribution.

Sincerely yours,




ILLINOIS HISTORICAL SURVEY
R UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

THEODORE C. pEéSE
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

426 LINCOLN HALL URBANA,ILLINOQIS

April 20, 1932

Professor Solon J, Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Historical Building

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

This will acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of April 18, As far as the Historical Manuscripts
Commission is concerned, I rejoice to say that I am no
longer responsible for 1t J. G, de Roulhac Hamilton
was installed as chairman last December ard so as Babe
Ruth would say - "that is his headache," I hope I don't
seem flippant on the matter, but after spending five
years of vain exertion to get something or other done,

I feel as though I had been butting my head against a
stonewall for the corresponding length of time

Of course, I have been very glad indeed
to be of assistance to Wayne in his project in
every way that I could and,as far as our crippled funds
will permit,I shall still do my best in that direction,
Wayne has gone into the whole thing so thoroughly that
I feel sure he will do a very worth while job, Incident-
ally, I wonder how carefully the typed copies for your
volume have been checked? Wayne asked me to have his
copy of Plain Facts compared with our photostat of the
original; the assistant I have had on the job reports
an average of two errors to the page, If the other
pamphlets are typed by the same hand, it probably would
be just as well to check up on them carefully_

Sincerely yours,

LA / )
17 . ¥
/ heo o e (r/ "\//L-’ wle

Theodore C, Pease
TCP:MLR




September 26, 1930

Louis Pelzer
State University
Iowa
Dear Pelzer:

Thank you very wuch for u°“4iﬁg

me a copy of your f"Financial anagement of
the Cattle Ranges." I am interested in $he

subject and am very glad to have this separ-

ate. BSore reprints 0? a contribution of

mine to;%*ricm1+u*11 History have just come
to my d¥8k, and I take pleasure in sending
one to you under separate cover.

Sincere yours




The Western Pennsylvania Historliesl 3nriey

February 4, 1932,

Miss Frances Dorrance, Secretary,
_%?psylvania Historieal Commission,
o Franklin St., Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

Dear Miss Dorrancei-

I am very glad to learn from your letter of Februsry 1
that you are planning to suggest to the Commission a project for the
urvey of materiale for Pemnsylvania history, and I sm qélge willing
%o snieavor ormulate suc eag ae 1 have on the subject. It
gseems to me that the best procedure would be approximately as follows:

Pirst, I would suggest that the Commission determine to
start and finsnce a project which might be designated " A Survey ( or
inventory) of Materials for Hesearch in Pemsylvania History", and that
it determine how much money it ean spare per year for the project during
the next few years. There ought to be enough to pay a full time pro-
fessional worker a salary of at least twenty~-five hundred dollars and
to provide for traveling and clerical expenses, supplies, ete. If
poseible, four or five thousand dollars should be available, but if
that is not posesible, the work could be started with less,

Next, I would suggest that the Commission appoint an ad-
visory dommittee of five professional scholars in the fileld of history
and ask this committee to formmlASé a plan for the project and lay it
before the Commission for approvaly, and also to recémmend to the
Commission a competent persomn to carry it out. The possibilities of
a project of this sort sre so extensive and important that eareful con-
slderation should be given at the outset as to what things ought to be
done first. /Among the things that might be considered, Tor example,
are: (1) 2 bibliography of published materisls; (2) a galendar of pub-
lished documents ; a bibliography of newspaspers and periodicale
W an inventory of extant files: '

ogal archives ; (5) an invento non-srghival manuss Lmate

ln public depositories; andl G Tg_EJQE_“_Eman | :
private hands. Obviously, not all of these should be started o
once tut certain combinations should probably be mede in order to save
time. The proposed advisory committee should be kept informed of the
progress of the work =and make recommendations from time to time to the
Commigsion. ,

I showed your letter to Dr. Oliver and we agreed that it
would not be fessible for us to meke a spedific recommendation of a
candidate to do the work without a more thorough eanvass of the possibil-
ities than the time would permit. There is no guestion, however, but that
a thoroughly competent person can be founds I have on file dozZens of
applieations from trained men and women--gome of them Ph.D's -~ for




;:“
¥Mige Frances Dorrance 2/4/52

appointments with the Western Pennsylvania His torical survey for
next year, and I am sure thot a letter to the heads of the
prineipal history departments in the country would bring forth
dozens of other applicants. If it &8 decided to undertake the
project, I shall be very glad to make a recommendation after
looking over the field.

One aspeet of the situation that should be considered
iz this: the expenditure of four or five thousand dollars by the
Commiseion, if properly managed, should bring results that would
represent efforts smounting to several times that sum of money,
for it would undoubtedly be possible to stimmlate societies,
1libraries, and interested individuals to make contributions to
the survey. For western Pennsylvania our organization here expects
to do a good deal of work along these lines -- ig already doing
such work, in faet -- and the results of our work would be gladly
made available to a state survey,

With reference to the result of the proposed survey, I
would suggest that as soon as a convenient smount of fAformation
is colleeted, it should be published in pamphlet form, to be followed
by other pamphlets, numbered serially and paged continuously, with
the idea that ultimately the whole work could be bound up and indexed.
At any rate, it would be a mistake, I think, to keep everything in
- manuseript until the eompletion of the entire survey.

I very much hope that the Commission will deelde to
undertake something of this sort, and I assure you that you can count
on the co-operation of the Western Pemnsylvania Historieal Survey,
the Historicsal Soclety of Western Pennsylvania, snd the history
department of the University of Pittsburgh.

Sinecerely yours,

SJB ;AN (signed}- Solon J. Bueck
' Solon J. Buck







Moy 4, 1933
Miss Gertrude MacKinney,
Director, State Library,
Harrisbarg, Pemnsylvania

Dear Miss MacKinmeys

I have becn giving considerable thought to the problem of your archives
appointment. It seems to mwe thet it is of the very greatest isportance from the
stendpoint of the intepesis of the new Pemnsylvenia Historical Association and of
all other historicel sctivities in the state thst the right person be selected
for the position, He ehould be covpetent not merely as a curator of archives
and an historicel scholar but clso sz a liagon man between the historical workers
and agencies end the stale government, The right men in this position would
come to ocoupy & key vlace in Penngylvania similar to thet occupied by Dr, Flice
in New York and By Dr, Schafer in Wiscomsin,

In congsidering possidilities for the position it is difficult to make
suggestions without knowing whether or not the position of executive secretary of
the Comnission i3 %o be corbined with thot of archiviet. If the latter is the
case, the salayy should be safficient to attract not only a competeat and promising,
but perhapa an experienged, person,

One possibility thal occurs to me is cur curator, lr. Holbrook, He has had
considerable expsrience with archival and menmscript materials as director of the
Yor History Comiission of Mimnesota, later the Wer History Division of the
Minnesota Historical Soclety, and also as curator of our colleetions here. I
should hate wery mach to lose him but I would net want to stand in the way of his
obtaining a better position, His salary here is less than the smount you mention
for the position of archivist. He has the advantage, also, of being a citizen of
Permsylvania, ;

There might be an adventage in selecting a promising young man with sound train=-
ing in historical work and flexibility enocugh to leera the best methods of archives
administration., Of this type I heve in mind two possibilitiess 6Gne of them is Mr,
Carlton C. Qualéy, who is now a graduate student in history at Colmmdbia University,
having nearly completed his work for the doctor's degree, He has an attractive
personality, sound scholarship, smd mach initiative and gemeral competence. He
spent last summer serving as field agent for the Norweglian—American Historical
Association and collected large qumtities of mammseript matericl for its archives,
His report on this work and his recommendations for the care of the collections of
the Assocliation show a grasp of the fundamentals of archives administration..

Another somewhat similar possibility is ‘4‘. Charles A. Gates, who is just about
to complete his work for the doctorts degree in history at the University of
Minnesota. His home is in New England amd he has had work at Yale and at Harvard
I believe, He, too, has en attractive personality, except ional 1nit1a.tiva)g_nd

(over)




Miss Gertrude MacKinney : May 4, 1933

high scholership, and he has done some editorial work under the direction of a
member of the staff of the Minnesote Historical Society. He is, I think, quite
familiar with the methods of handling archives and mamuscript materials at the
Hinnesota Historical Seclety. Both Mr, Gates and Mr. Qualey had graduate work
with me at the University of Minnesota and I consider them gbout the two best
graduate students with whom I have come in comtact in many years of tesching. I
ghould find it difficult to choose between them,

Unless the person appointed is a thorcughly experienced archivist and
historicel scholar, I think he would find it greatly %o his advantage to have some
kind of an advigory board with whom he could consult. Possibly a committee of the
Pemngylvania Higtorical Association wonld serve the purpese, 1 have long béen
interested in the problems of archives administration, firet as a member of the
Pablic Archives Ccumigsion of the fmerican Historical Assoclatisn, later as chair-
wan of the Joint Committee oN Materisls for Research of the Mmerican/ Council of '
Learned Bocletiss and the Social Sgloence Regearch Council, as well as of necessity
in my position as superintendent of the limnesoba Historical Socdety; and I shall
be very glad to give the new appointes the bonefit, 4f such 4t be, of any ideas or
information that I may have,provided, of course, he is open %o suggestions,

Doubtless you will want to consuli with others regarding poeeibilities and I
would suggest that you write to Ir, J, Prenilin Jumeson, head of the mamascript
division, Library of Congrees, and to Dr, Waldo G. leland, permanent secretary of
the pmerican Cownell of learned Bocleties, 907 Fifteenth Sireet, Washington, D, 0.

-

Singerely yours,

g @

Solon &, Buck

SJBs A
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May 17, 1933
Miss Gertrude MacKinney,
Pennsylvania State Library,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Miss MacKinneys

I am glad to give you more information about Mr, Holbrook. He is fifty years
old, a graduate of the University of Mimmesota, and has & masterts degrec in history
froni the same institution, He does not have a doctor®s degree but I consider that
the scholarly work that he has done is fully equivalent to that expected for a
doctor's degree in any institution. You probably have in your library a number, if
not all, of his works: the various publications of the Minnesota War Records
Commigsion, including a printed repor$ of the Commission in pamrhlet form contain-
ing a valusble Mentory of its collsctiom; the two valtme wcrk "mmesota in the

by the Americsn Council ofLearned Societias cmd the 3001(.1 Sci.encenuoarch Council;

and an Inventory of the llannscri.ptn and mmllaneous Collections of our society

i t 51D . - g2

In case you feel that you want & younger man than Mr, Holbrook, or one with a
doctor's degree, I believe that it would Be worth while to try te get Julian Boyd,
and,if you could make the salary large enough by cosbining the Commission job with it,
I think you mizht be able to get him, He i3 now, as you doubtless kmow, director of
Eeadquarters House for the New Tork State Historical Assocliation. He was a Pennsyl-
vanian for a mumber of years, however, bDeing employed by the Wyoming Historical and
Geological Society, and he is about to take his doctor's degreec at the University of
Pennsylvania. He undoubtedly has the scholarship, personality, and experierce
requisite for the pesition. He has been in close touch with the new Pemnsylvania
Historical Association, attending both the State College and the Bethlehem mectings
after his removal to lNew York, and he would de in & position to make the office the
focus of historisal activities in Pennsylvania,

inother suggestion that occurs to me is Dr. Bining of the history department of
the University of Pennsylvania. As you probably know, he has done and is doing
extensive research on the history of the iron industry in the state and some of his
work has been accepted, I believe, for publication by the Comuission. A% the
Bethlshem meeting he was elected editor of the Pemnsylvamia Historical Association
publications. He has not had the experiemce with archival materials that Boyd has
had, nor has he as attractive a personality, but he is a Peansylvanian, born and bred,
his home being mear Pittsburgh, I believe. 1If you are interested in him, I would
suggest that you write to Dr, Nichols, He might also suggest other University of
Pennsylvania men as possibilities,




Mise Gertrude MacKinney May i’?. 1933

Mr, Qualey, about whom I wrote you, has just passed his examinations for the
doctorts degree at Columbia University. I am sure that he would make good in the
position but he is not a Pemnsylvanian, 1 can understand, of course, the situation
you are in in this respect. I have experienced something of this provincialism here
and, while it is unfortunate, its existence must be recogniszed.

If there 18 anything that I can do to help you in this matter, do not hesitate
to call upon me., I am vitally interested, both from the point of wiew of our Survey
and that of the mew Pennsylvania Historical Association, in having a first-class
person in charge of the archives division. It is a great opportunity and if it is
passed up now, it may be a long time before it will arise again,

Sincerely yours,

SJB 1AM




Miss Gertrude MacKinney,
Pennsylvenia State ILidrary,
Harrisburg, Pemnsylvania

Dear Miss lacKinnsy

I have been hearing varions rumers sbout the Archives position, Mr.
Dice, librariam of the University of Pitisturgh, $0ld mo that you had asced
him about Mr, Shagpee of Jolmstown Center and also shout Pleld and Baldwin
of my staff, If you rezlly are interested in amy of these, I shall be glad
to tell you what I know sbout them, I have also heard rumors to the effect
that the position may be left vagent in the interest of econony: and it has
been suggested that it would be unwise for a person with & secure position
to accept the sppointment becanse of the danger that he would be out of a
Job after the next eclection,

Another possibility thet occurs to ms is that of Professer W, D,
Overman of Weynegburg College, Waymesburg, Pa, Ee hes a Fh.D. from Ohio
State University in history and has been teaching for two years ss a gube
stitute for othor men at Womesturg. I understand that they are very
anxious to retain him there but the other men hove returned and their funds
are so low that it is mot prodadle thai they can create amother position
for him, He attended the meeting of the Pemnsylvanis Historical Assogciation
with me and you may have met him there, He is a small men, not very
impressive in sppearance, and he has not had any speclal experience in
archives worlc, I am comvinced, however, that he has much ability. He is
young enough to have a flexible mind and to learn the job, I kuow that they
think very well of him at Waynesburg and also at Ohio State University,
lioreover, the fact that he is probably out of a job would mske him willing
to accept an appointment that might prove to be teaporsry. His address at
present is 210 Noxrth Main Street, Kenton, Ohio . If you are interested in
him, you might write to the president of Waymesburg College and also to
Professor Carl Wittke, head of the Department of History at Ohio State
Universgity, Columbus, Ohio,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck
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June 23, 1933.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,

Director,

Historical Society of Western Penna.,
4338 Bigelow Boulevard,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Dear Dr. Buck:

We have considered many applicants and prospects for the position
of State Archivist. Have asked a very few to inspect the Department and
meet Dr. Rule and myself for a personal interview. We have come to the
conclusion that anyone taking up this work should have experience in
organizing a department and, therefore, a teacher of history does not
exactly qualify.

Our budget has not been approved, but in the one sent through
the Department to the Governor's office provision was made for this
position. I have heard not even rumors that the position would be left
vacant. Although our budget was much reduced, I would be very loath to
see that reduction met by curtailing the activity of the Archives Division.
There is no one on the staff that could possibly direct the work even for
a short period.

Dr. Curtis W. Garrison of the Manuscript Division of the Library
of Congress is an applicant. He was here for a personal interview and
both Dr. Rule and I were impressed with his personality. He has had the
education and experience which the position requires, and Dr. Rule is
ready to recommend him to the Governor. Dr. Jamison, in charge of the
Division of Manuscripts, has given him very flattering recommendations.
You, perhaps, have met him while doing research work in that Divisionm.
His position there is that of research assistant. He made a 1list of the
mamuseript collections in the Library of Congress for the American
Historical Association, which was issued in their Annual Report for 1930.
Dr. Jamison commends him very highly for this piece of work.

Unfortunately Dr. Garrison is not a citizen of Pennsylvania, but
a resident of Washington, D. C. He has no established voting residence.
He was born in New York State, but his parents came originally from
nathern Pennsylvania. His early childhood days were spent in Philadelphia,
then the family moved to Richmond, Virginia, where he was educated. After
securing his Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Richmond, he
entered Johns Hopkins University, from which he received the degree of




Dr. Solon J. Buck - #2.

Ph. D. in 1926, in History, Political Science, and Political Economy.
During the year 1927 he served Congressman Theodore Burton as a research
secretary, and at the close of that year entered the service of the
Library of Congress, doing desk reference work, from which position he
was promoted to the Manuseript Division, where he has spent about six
years. His education, experience, and intense interest in historical
matters would seem to give him every qualification for the position
despite his youth.

We are asking the Governor to appoint him without any political
sponsorship, and I trust the historians of the State will lend the weight
of their influence towards securing the appointment as well as retaining
him in the position. Would appreciate your writing to Governor Pinchot,
requesting that the position be filled and a person with the right
qualifications be selected. If Dr. Garrison's application meets with your
approval, would also appreciate your endorsing his appointment. I feel
that you, as head of the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, and
Dr. Spofford, as head of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania at
Philadelphia, should help us to secure the best person possible for this
position, and a communication from both you and Dr. Spofford to the
Governor would bear considerable weight. It is my intention to write
to Dr. Spofford, giving him the same information I have given you, and
ask him, if he approves of the appointment, to write the same kind of
letter to Governor Pinchot.

I sincerely hope that you know personally Dr. Garrison and
approve of the move we have made toward filling this position.

Sincerely yours,

A S
A e ¢ AR

Gertrude MacKinnéy,b
Director of State Library.




Miss Gertrude MacKinney,
Pennsylvania State ILibrary,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Dear iﬂ.és MacKinmey:

I have written to Governor Pinchot urging the
gppointment of Garrison or of someone alse with egual
qualifications and gtressing the importance of having
a trained person in this position. I wery mmch hope
that Garrison recedives the appointoent and that he
decides to accept it. T do not happen to kmow him
personally but I know of his work and I am sure that

Dr. Jameson's recoomendation ¢an be relied upon.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




GOVERNOR'’S OFFICE

PERSONNEL “BUREAU June 29, 1933.
s HARRISBURG, PA.
At the direction.of Governor Pinchot I am aclknowledging your
letter of June 26%h in the interest of Dr. Curtis W.
Garrison. sy

—

————

- —

This is just to say that your letter has been carefully noted

and is being filed with Mr. Garrison's application for
consideration at the first opportunity.

Sincerely yours
elén E. Pierce,

Acting Personnel Secretary.
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July 6, 1933.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,

Director,

Western Pennsylvanie Historical Soc.,
4338 Bigelow Boulevard,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Dear Dr. Buck:

Many thanks for your cooperation in our effort to
secure the appointment of Dr. Garrison as State Archivist.

The History Department of the University of Pennsyl-
vania is organizing a campaign in Philadelphia to bring before
Governor Pinchot their desire that Dr. Garrison be appointed
for this position. They are quite enthusiastic because most
of them have done work with Dr. Garrison and appreciate his
ability and fitness for the positiom.

Am wondering if you would care to contact the historiens
of the University of Pittsburgh and secure their cooperation.
Letters sent from the two leading universities of the State,
coupled with those already written by the officials of the two
historical societies, would present a very strong plea from
those interested in history and consequently the chief users of
the Archives facilities.

My knowledge of your interest in having this position
properly filled must be my excuse for this additional request.

Gratefully yours,, _

Gertrude Ma ney,

Director of State Library.




July 10, 1933
iiss Gertrude MacKinney,
Pennsylvania State Library,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,

Dear Miass MacKinmey:

Upon receipt of your letter of July G I took up the
matter with several mémbers of the history department
of the Univereity of Pittsburgh amd they promised to
write to the Governer and urge the appointment of Ir,
Garrison. I was glad $o do this,and I very mmuch hope
that the appointment is made. :

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
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March 13, 1920

Profecsor Dexter Perkins
University of Rodhester
Rochester, New York

Dear Perkinsie

Our Joint Qommittee on Materials for Research of the ACLS
and the 8SRC takes as 1ts field all problems conneoted with
materials for research in the sooclal soiences and the humanities
up to the point where actual research work begine, This in-
volves, therefore, such matters as collection preservation
(includine duradbilit of paper, ete.), accessibility (1including
bibliographies, 53'!:0..{, and publication, It is the intention, ap-
parently that 211 projects in this field precented t0 either of
the Councils shall be subgiitted to the Joint Qommittee for cone
slderation and recommendation] also that the Joint Committee

will survey the field and initiate projects of ite owmn. The Oome
mittee spent about a day and a half discussing gemerdl problems,
and deoided to have a list compiled of the in riant agenolies
active in its field, with brief summaries of theiwr activities;
also to have compiled a bibliography of guldes, inventories,
calendars, and bibliographiss of important source material,
These two joba are now under way, the work belng done by Mr.
Franklin F. Holbrook under my direotion, Gras and Wiscler were
appointed a sub.committee to compile a list of types of mater-
ial needed for research in various fields, and they are sending
out a letter to seleoted individuals askins tham for statements
with reference to their fields.

The two Oouncile had appropriated $1,800 between them for
the use of the committee, 2nd it is expected that further appro-
priations will be available before the end of the year. Another
meeting of the committee will probably be held in Jeptember.

It seems to me that the committee has - wide opportunity for use
fulneas, but I am much afraid that 1t will tske more of my time
than I ought to devote to it. -

Sincerely voure

B/P

P. 8. The committee also considered a mumber of projects, including
Ehe one from the Hist. Mss. Oom.,but took no action on the latter as
eland announced his intention of calling a special conference on it i
& I t
the fall. There are two or three other groups interested in Mss? ;nvégn
tories and Leland wants to get them together. :

B
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February 25, 1930

Rey.H J ~;£
1804 Davenp
Toronto, (;'

Dear 8ir:

I have received vour letter of Febrtary 30, and am vary
giad to state the facte i«u reference to my connection with
the work entitled "The 80uw'e Bo Some peven years ago or
80, 1 wans asked hy a "1 . if 1 would undertake %o
revise the article on ‘.-;n-' for aun encyclopaedia that they
were getiing out, As the request came to me with the state=-
ment that a friend of mine had suggested my name to them, I
undertook the work, Oopy or proef for & very brief article
wag sent to me, and I went over it and made a nunrber of Ccore
rections and then wrote them rome suggestions F\r its further
improvemeant. They rcent me a check for fiftsen dollars for m
services, :

Lt :

That is 211 that I had to do with them at $he-ttme, and
you cen imapgine my surprice when I discovered a year or 20 ago
that my name was being used to further the sale of thiwm work.
At that tire the Pederal Trade Commission wng investigating
the praotices of the publisherg and I took pleasure in atasting
the facts before the representative of the Commission., I then,
for the firet time, eaw a get of the work, and it impressed =e
ag belng a very ashoddy performance, The publishers have also
used the name of President Coffman of the University of Minnse

ota without hie authorization, 1% seems that come statistics
about the University or something of that sort were sent to his
office for correction and were corrected and returned as a mat-
ter of course, on the basls of which the campany assumed to
list Dr, Coffman as a reviser or contributor.

Very truly yours




February 25, 1939

Chairman of the Committee on
Fellowships

Harvard University

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Sir:-

Mr. Harold F. Peterson, who is an applicant
for a Fellowship in Hiefory at Harvard, is a student of
exceptional ability and promise. My acquaintance with
him is not very extensive, for he did his thesis work
under Professor Shippee and I was away one of the two
years that he spent at Minnesota. He took a course with
me, however, in the fall of 1835, and was one of two
students out of a class of twenty-three, seniors and
graduate students, to make a grade of A. I examined and
read parts of his master's thesis, which seemed to me

excellent, and sat in at his master's examination, where
he handled himself very well.

Recently, at my request, he prepared a paper
entitled "Some Colonization Projects of the Northern
Pacific Railroad," based on a part of his thesis, and he
read it effectively at the last meeting of the Minnesota
Historical Society. When the paper first came to me, I
made some sucgestions for its improvement, and Mr. Peter-
son showed that he was able to take suggestlons and
profit by them. We are planning to publish the paper in
the June number of our magazine, Minnesota  History. 1In
general, I believe that Mr. Peterson has the making of a
scholar and an excellent teacher. The fact that he came
from Elkhart, Indiana, to St. Paul at his own expense to
read a paper before the Minnesota Historical Soclety
would seem to indicate a deep interest in his work. I
believe that he would profit to the full by the advantages
of Harvard, and take pleasure in recommending him.

8incerely yours




February 35,

Dean G. Carl Huber
Graduate School

University of Michig
Ann Arbor, Michigan

De\.&.‘.’ Si: :-

¥Mr., Harold F, Pelerson, who is an appli-
cant for Fellowship in History at Michigen, is
a student of exceptional ability and promise,
My acqualntance with him is not very extensive,
for he did his thesis work under Professor. Shippee
and I was away one of the two years he spent at
Minnesota, He took a course with me, however, in
the fall of 1925, and was one of two students out
of a class of twenty~three, senlors and graduate
atudents, to make & grade of A, I 8xamined and
read parts of his master's thesis, which seemed t0
me excellent, and sat io at his master's examinae
tion, where he handled himself very well,

Recently, at my request, he h_ﬁz ired a
paper entitled "Some Coloni Jtian Proje c of the
Northern Pacific Railroad,™ based on art of h
thesis, and he read it effectively at tu‘ last
meeting of the Minnesota Historical 8 cieLy. When
the paper first came to me, I made some suggestions
for its improvement, and Mr, Peternon ﬁuoﬁed that
he was able to take suggestions and profit by thenm,
We are '1an“1nﬁ t0 publish the paper in the June
npuxber of o magagine Hinnaﬁnzﬂ History. In gen-
eral, I be 1icve that Fr. Peterson hae the making
. 0of a echolar and an excellent teacher. The fact
that he came from Elkhx;t, In&i;na, to 8t. Paul at
his own expense to read a paper before the Minnego-
ta Hietoriocal Society. ﬁcu*h eem to indicate a deep
interest in his work. 1 believe that we would
profit to the full by the advantages of Michigan,
and take pleasure in recommending him,

B/P Sincerely yours




Yale University
The Graduate School

e

Mr, Paeterson im,re-"b“ me as a man of high character,with a vig-
orous and attractive personality. At my request, recenily,
he read a paper at a meeting of the Minnesota Historic b
Society, and he did it very effectively for cne withcut
exue:iga;e in such things, His earnestness of purpose is
evide ...tdu b‘y faet that he came from Elkhert _[.’!_.ii.’-‘;:'l'l,

3. aul at his own expense in order %0 ret his paper.

Uﬁ u

Mr. Peterson did his thecis work at Minnesotp under
hippee, but he took a ¢ourse with me in the
nd was one wo students out of a class of txcx*z-unr°e
seniors and graduates to make a grade of A, I examined and
read parts of his thes is, uﬂi*n seemed tO me exceT‘“”t,
and eat in at his master's examination, where he handle
himself very well.
I shouid certainly rate Mr, P t'r on among the first ten per
cent of my students in comparable fields, and I believe
that he would profit to t}” ‘ull by tuL advantages of
graduate work at Yale. I & ke pleasure, therefore, 1in
recommending him for Fellowship in Hi'tcry.

Professor of History
University of iinn
dinne 1P oll
February 35, 1929 .

(Mailed directly to the Dean of the Graduate §
chool, Yale U
New Haven cOnnecticut) niveTSlty,




Y » I\J- . C . II:.L . Bui ldj- ng
Elkhart, Indiana
February 18, 1929

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Library
St. Paul, Minnesota

My dear Dr. Buck:

In accordance with the sug-
gestion of Dr. Shippee that it is perfectly
ethical sp”"to do, I am making application
for Fel¥Owships to three schools - Harvard,
Yale &hd Michigan. If you care to say
anyfghing in my behalf, I should appreciate
yoGr doing so. I am also asking Dr. Shippee

and Dr. J. L. Conger, of Knox College, to
write for me,

According to my application blanks
the letter to Harvard should be sent to the
Chairman of the Committee on Fellowships, the
letter to Michigan to G. Carl Huber, Dean of
the Graduate School, and the form for Yale
is enclosed. All of the letters should be
in the hands of the respective schools by
March 1.

Sincerely yours




ir. Harold F. Peterson
Y. M, C. A, Bulilding
Elkhart, Indiana

-

Dear Mr, Petersonie
I was
application for
universities,
Monday, #0 thaft

by March

you will

L il id -




e

Igt- 18!

your

f Iowa




(ind enough
Society a
nave

£ 2 ]

If you are
;gest that it
87 Barton Ave., 8. E,, Hinneap
that 1t may not get mixed
fcr the Minnesota Hlistorical

It seess to me that you have made
important contribution to certain phases of
the history of the state, particularly the
matter of the constitutional amendmentd and
hope that many of our citizens will follow you
example and write their recollections

T

Very truly




Glendale Calif,April 9th,I929,
Solon J.Buck,
Minneapolis Minnesota,

Dear 8ir;-
Your letter of March 26th.asking for a copy of my book:

"Personal Recollections",was duly received. Of course I got this book

up for my friends and acquaintances and without any idea that the gen-
eral public would care any thing about it. Consequently I only ordered

a limited number,75 copies,thinking the surplus would be in tha way.

I have been astonished at the demand and in a short time every copy was
gone, We have been trying to get a copy for you,however,and thus far have
not succeeded. The people who have a copy don't want to give it up. They
think enough of the book to want to keep it., If I succeed in getting a

copy will mail it to you at once. In the mean time believe me,

Yours Truly

H.H,Phelps




Glendale Calif,April 20th,I929
Solon J.Buck,
Minmmeapolis Minn,

Dear Sir;-
I have finally succeded in getting a copy of my book,

Pefonal Recollections, to send you and the same is in another cover

in this mail, If you receive it all right will you please write me
to that effect so I will kmow that it reached there,

Yours Truly

H.HoPhelpE




Phelps
Cedar 8t,,
Californisa
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Dr. Tl. Andrew 1. Cleven

Permanent Honorary President




Pr. T, Indrew ¥, Cloven,
Tarmanent T onorary Tresident,
Coumeil of Thi Lpka Thels,
Pitteburen %ﬂrw"'mﬂa.

Doar T, Clevent=

-, :*.'-' very mich honoref, as I told you,
by the sugrestion that I might be an honorary memder of
Phi Alpha Theta, 1’ think that the information sbout me

-

in e is The is complele, 'z“-s the excent tion of ny
recignation of ny Wmmessnte posiftion 3 amvnointment

bYorinnins Senterder Tirst as .-11‘3:*:0!' e:" the Western
I

Pemmsvivanis Maetoric Sarvey ond of The Historical
Soctiety of Western Temnsylvanis mné professor of history
e &8 0 ‘,

in the Malversity of Pitteburgh,
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Bnclosed herewith, you will find & photo= .
greph which you are welcome %o use in &y wey you gee fit.

If T am to have mm evblem, ¥ $hink 1% hnd Detter be a pin,
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April 26, 1932
Dr. N, Andrew N, Cleven,
Department of History, -
The University of Pitisburgh,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,

My dear Dr, Clevense

1 appreciate very much the honor of
being asked to speak at the final meeting of Beta
Chapter of Fhi Alphs Theta for the year, Unfortunately,
however, I have an engagement to address the Triangle
Fhotograrhers® Association that evening,

Sincerely yours,

Solon Je Buack




Council of_f_lli_ AlpLa Theta
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National Secretary

Dr. Solon J. Buck, Jr.
Professor of History
iversity of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

] of our honorary mn
the nvention.




Phi Alpha Theta
Sixth National Convention
Proposed Schedule

Friday, December 29

8:30 A. M. - Breakfast for National Council, membersof Phi
Alpha Theta in town for the American Historical
Association meeting, delegates who may have
arrived, and invited guests,

11:30 A. M.’ - National Council meeting and luncheon,

1:30 P. M. - First session of the Convention. The following
items of business will be taken up:

1. Presentation of credentials

2. Appointment of committees.

3. Reports of officers. The reports will
be discussed and the recommendations
will be referred to the proper committees.

4, Introduction of chapter resolutions.
These will be discussed and referred to
the proper committees.

5. Reports of special committees,

6, The intraduction of any other business
that should be referred to a committee
for consideration.

(It is expected that this first session will adjourn early enough
to allow committees to begin their work before dinner,)

6:00 P, M. ~ Dine informally in congenial groups or as committees,

7:30 P, M. < Second session of the Convention. Discuss matters
that have not been referred to committees. The
working of the new administrative set-up, the new
ritual, the question of compensation for the National
Secretary, and other items may be considered.

(It is expected that the second session of the Convention will
ad journ early enough that committees can continue their work
before retiring.,)

Saturday, December 30

9:30" Av M - Third session of the Convention. Committee reports
will be submitted and acted upon, and all other
matter of business will be completed, if possible.

12:30 P. M.- Group luncheon with guests. This is tentative,

1:30 P. M. We shall have a fourth session of the Convention,
if necessary. We hope to make a tour of the Univer-
sity of Illinois campus, and the balance of the
alfternoon will be free, A National Council meeting
may be held during the afternoon.

6:15 P. Me¢ -~ National Convention banquet and installation of officers.

(If the National Council does not meét during the afternoon, it
will probably meet after the banquet,)




December 16, 1933

Profescor A. ¥, Zimmernan,
1714 Seventh Avenue,
Greeley, Colorado

Dear Mr. Zinmermen:

The invitation $o me to attend the session of the National
Convention of FPhi Alpha Theta and especially the complimentary
breakfast on December 29th is much appreciated, I expect to be in
Urbams during the meetings on Friday, but I shall be so buey in
connection with the activities of the Americen Historical Association
that 1 doubt if it will de possible for me to attend any of the
sessions of Phi Alpha Theta. I shall make & special effort to be
present at the breskfast but I cennot commit myself now, as it is
probable that & comnmittee meeting that I shall have to attend will
be scheduled at that time,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
SIB 1AM




OBK
SENATORS

FLORENCE ELLINWOOD ALLEN, A.M.
Western Reserve 1906

JAMES ROWLAND ANGELL, LITT.D.
Michigan 1509

FRANK AYDELOTTE, LITT.D.
Indiana 1911

EDWARD ASAHEL BIRGE, PH.D.
Williams 1873

JULIAN A. C. CHANDLER, PH.D.
William and Mary 1899

JOHN WILLIAM DAVIS, LL.D.
Washington and Lee 1911

GEORGE HUTCHESON DENNY, PH.D,
Washington and Lee 1911

JOHN HUSTON FINLEY, LL.D.
Knox 1887

GUY STANTON FORD, PH.D.
Wisconsin 1913

RAYMOND BLAINE FOSDICK, LL.D.
Princeton 1905

FRANK PIERREPONT GRAVES, PH.D.
Columbia 1890

EDWIN AUGUSTUS GROSVENOR, LL.D.
Amherst 1867

JOHN GRIER HIBBEN, PH.D.
Princeton 1899

NELSON GLENN MCCREA, LITT.D.
Columbia 1885

ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, PH.D.
Oberlin 1510

CLARK SUTHERLAND NORTHUP, PH.D.
Cornell 1893

ELLEN FITZ PENDLETON, LITT.D.
Wellesley 1906

ROSCOE POUND, PH.D.
Nebraska 1896

DAVID A. ROBERTSON, LITT.D.
Chicago 1902

ALBERT SHAW, PH.D.
William and Mary 1904

FRANCIS W. SHEPARDSON, PH.D.
Brown 1884

HENRY SUZZALLO, PH.D.
Stanford 1905

CHARLES FRANKLIN THWING, LITT.D.
Harvard 1876

JOHN JAMES TIGERT, ED.D.
Vanderbilt 1504

OSCAR MCMURTRIE VOORHEES, LL.D.
Rutgers 1888

MARY EMMA WOOLLEY, L.H.D.
Brown 1500

OWEN D. YOUNG, L.H.D.
St. Lawrence 1502

PHI - BETA - KAPPA

THE UNITED CHAPTERS

145 WEST 55™ STREET - NEW YORK * N'Y-

25 January 1932

Mr. Solon J. Buck,
67 Barton Ave., S. E.,

Minneapolis, Minn.
Dear Mr. Buck:

The prestige of Phi Beta Kappa
jeopardizes that very prestige. Member-
ship is sought by both individuals and
institutions--more than two hundred col-
leges desire charters.

The enclosed announcements suggest
some of the steps Phi Beta Kappa is tak-
ing to protect its standards and other-
wise promote high scholarship. If you
already know of THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR,
please give the booklet to a non-member
friend.

Your suggestions concerning Phi
Beta Kappa matters are invited. Suggest
to lawyers that they remember the Phi
Beta Kappa Foundation when asked for
advice by persons making wills. Note
the character of our Senators.

Please fill in and return at once
the enclosed blank. This information is
desired chiefly for the Phi Beta Kappa
general catalog. The blank may be used
also to subscribe for THE AMERICAN
SCHOLAR or to request a sample copy.

2
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Yours sincerely

OFFICERS
THE UNITED CHAPTERS

CLARK SUTHERLAND NORTHUP, PH.D.
President
Cornell University, Ithaca, N, ¥.

ELLEN FITZ PENDLETON, LL.D.
Vice-President
Wellesley College, Wellesley, Mass.

0SCAR MCMURTRIE VOORHEES, LL.D.

Historian
8531 78th St., Jackson Heights, L.I.,N. Y.

WILLIAM ALLISON SHIMER, PH.D.

Harvard 1918, Secretary
145 West 65th Street, New York, N. ¥,

DAVID LAYTON, M.S.

Rutgers 1894, Treasurer
145 West 55th Street, New York, N. ¥,

THE PBK FOUNDATION
OWEN D. YOUNG, L.H.D.

Chairman
120 Broadway, New York, N. ¥.

JOHN HUSTON FINLEY, LL.D.

Vice-Chairman
229 West 43rd Street, New York, N. ¥.

WILLIAM ALLISON SHIMER, PH.D.
Secretary

DAVID LAYTON, M.S.
Treasurer

The AMERICAN SCHOLAR
The ®BK Quarterly

WILLIAM ALLISON SHIMER, PH.D.
Editor

CLARK SUTHERLAND NORTHUP, PH.D.
Consulting Editor
EDITORIAL BOARD

JOHN HUSTON FINLEY, LL.D.
Knox 1887, Chairman

ADA LOUISE COMSTOCK, LITT.D.
Smith 1913

JOHN ERSKINE, PH.D.
Columbia 1900

CHRISTIAN GAUSS, LITT.D.
Princeton 1912

WILL DAVID HOWE, PH.D.
Indiana 1911

ADAM LEROY JONES, PH.D.
Columbia 1929

WILLIAM ALLAN NEILSON, PH.D.
Harvard 1913

HARRY ALLEN OVERSTREET, B.SC.
California 1899

J. HERMAN RANDALL, JR., PH.D.
Columbia 1918

FREDERICK J. E. WOODERIDGE, L.H.D.
Ambherst 1889




Phi Beta Kappa has the prerogative and opportunity,
through assisting in the completion of studies and in the
execution and publishing of worthy works of scholarship,
to help save for democracy the priceless products of those
of our students who are superior in ability and character.
Present funds permit only a modest step toward this large
opportunity. Members should keep in mind this unique
agency for the administration of trust funds, gifts and be-
quests, to help create what a democratic civilization most
needs and is perhaps most likely to lack.

AsS0CIATIONS

Since 1877 members of Phi Beta Kappa living in New
York City have met three or four times a year for an ad-
dress, discussion, and sociality. Many other younger as-

sociations meet at least once a year. Every community
with at least five or six members might have an associa-
tion. This office can furnish information and a list of mem-
bers in any town or region.

PHI - BETA - KAPPA

Announcements
Janvary, 1932
TuE UniTEp CHAPTERS

145 WEsT §51H STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y.

The names of more than 63,000 living members of Phi
Beta Kappa have been placed geographically on an ad-
dressograph. It is proposed to send announcements oc
casionally to the total membership.

THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR is the successor to
The Phi Beta Kappa Key. The accompanying booklet may
be supplemented by giving the remarkable list of contrib-
utors to the first and current number: Frank Aydelotte,
Joseph H. Beale, Julius Seelye Bixler, Karl T. Compton,
John W. Davis, Alvan Duerr, Stephen P. Duggan, John
Erskine, John H. Finley, Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Her-
mann Hagedorn, George Lyman Kittredge, Reginald Henry
Phelps, David M. Robinson, Paul Shorey, Frederick J. E.
Woodbridge, Mary E. Woolley, and Owen D. Young. Fol-
lowing the main articles are sections headed “In the Realm
of Scholarship,” “Discussion,” and “Phi Beta Kappa
Authors,” the latter listing ninety-nine recent books.




CommiTTEE ON CRITERIA AND METHODS

President Frank Aydelotte of Swarthmore; Dean George
H. Chase of/Harvard; Raymond B. Fosdick; Frank P.
Graves, Commissioner of Education for the State of New
York; Professor Adam Leroy Jones of the Association of
American Universities; and President David A. Robertson
of Goucher, have been appointed by the Senate to study
thoroughly the criteria and methods both for granting
chapter charters and electing individual members. A grant
of funds is being sought to make possible extensive research
and careful recommendations with a view to preserving
and increasing the significance of Phi Beta Kappa’s choice
of institutions and individuals.

EstaBrLisuing NEw CHAPTERS

The National Council in session at Brown University,
September g-11, 1931, granted charters to Illinois College,
University of Arizona, University of Arkansas, Wells Col-
lege, and Wheaton College.

President Frank Aydelotte, Dean Guy Stanton Ford of
Minnesota, Professor Theodore H. Jack of Emory, Pro-
fessor Adam Leroy Jones, President David A. Robertson,
and Dr. Henry Suzzallo of the Carnegie Foundation, have
been chosen to serve as a Committee on Qualifications
which is charged with the selecting of those colleges which
shall be invited to accept new chapters. This is a perma-
nent committee of six, half of whom are elected every three
years.

It becomes improper to petition for a charter or solicit
support of any sort. Aside from informal communications
with the office of the United Chapters, institutions desiring
chapters should await requests for information. Henceforth
institutions will be invited to accept charters much as in-
dividuals are now invited to accept membership. The
granting of charters can be not only just but dignified.

THE ENDOWMENT

Phi Beta Kappa in 1926 appropriated $100,000 toward a
memorial building, “Phi Beta Kappa Hall,” at the College
of William and Mary in Virginia, at the celebration of the
150th anniversary of the founding of Phi Beta Kappa.
This was done through the agency of the Phi Beta Kappa
Foundation, the Trustees of which must be Phi Beta Kappa
Senators who in turn must be elected by the delegates of
the chapters assembled in a triennial session of the National
Council.

The Foundation has $262,958 invested in approved se-
curities and reports no decrease in income. This amounts
to about $13,347 annually, which for the most part has
been allowed to accumulate since it is as yet hardly ade-
quate for any general plan of encouraging scholarship.

The Executive Committee of the Foundation, consisting
of Mr. Owen D. Young, Chairman; Dr. John Finley, Vice-
Chairman; Mr. Raymond B. Fosdick; Professor Nelson G.
McCrea; and Dr. Henry Suzzallo, has been instructed by
the Trustees to prepare soon a plan for the use of the Foun-
dation income. Suggestions may be sent to the Secretary.




THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
STATE UNIVERSITY AT MISSOULA
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March 18, 1929

Professor Solon J. Buck
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minn,

Dear Professor Buck:

I am writing to thank you for the sketch of "Clarence Wal-
worth Alvord Historian™ with a bibliography of his works,
which you so kindly sent me., I have read it through with
a great deal of interest, both because it is your own
work, and because it desceribes a man of so many wonderful
qualities. I have thought since reading this sketeh that
a gossipy life of Professor Alvord would make a wonder-
fully fascinating plece of reading, not merely for his
own importance as historian, but rather for the study of
a man who so fully. revealed all of his whims and ideas
without any attempt to cover them up.

Dean J. E. Miller, whom you probably remember as Burley
Miller at the University of Illinois, and I have often
laughed at some of the queer experiences with Professor
Alvord.

Sincerely yours,

; -

P, Cs Phillips
Department of History




February 6, 1932

JBr. Girich B, Fhillips,
Department of History,

Yale University, New Haven, Comn,
Dear Ulrichg=

I was glad to receive your letter of January 12 and to know that
y'au think well of Mr, Baldwi.n. I hope we may be able to muks a place for him,

%ith raferencs to e Bow's Heview, I am sorry to be obliged to
report that we are restricting our field of collection rather closely to

western Pennsylvania material, With the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh and the
library of the University of Pittoimrgh, both located within a few blocks of us,
and with our limited space and etill rore limited funds, 1t would be quite un=
wige for us to collect general Americana, particularly as both of the other
libraries are doing it,

The Carnegie Library has a set of DeBow's Roview running from 1846
to 1852 and might, therefors, be interested in purchasing the latter part of

your get, It r11(,ht be worth your while to write to iir, Balph Mumn, the director,
The University library apperentiy has none of tho Review, I spoke a;;:nnt it to
John Oliver, the head of the history department, and he indicated that he would
like to-have 1% in the University library, but doubted if funds would be availa=-
ble at present for its purchase., Tou might write Mr, J, Howard Dice, the
librarian,

Cordially yours,

Solon J, Buck
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JOHN L.FPORTIER.
SUITE 1409 FIRST NATL BANK BLDG.
PITTSBURGH,PA.

DR. SOLON J.BUCK, Director,
Historical Society of Western Penna.,
Bigelow Blvd., Schenley Farms,

Pittsburgh, Penna.

Buck: -

It delighted me very much to hear that

you have been appointed Director of our Local Society,

and that you will have direction of the Historical Survey
which will be made of this section of the country.

I feel sure that you will find Western
Pennsylvenia to be filled with items of more than ordinary
Historical Interest, and that each item, as you come across
it, will give you a great thrill.

Bespeaking for you and the Society, great

results, I beg to remain,

Very truly yours,
S VTR

£

JLP-HL
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Dear Mr. Porter:

been
ke un

téember 1.

I an sure that I shall find
Testern Pennaylvanis a very interesting
field in which to work, and I appreciate
very much your kind words about my appoint-
ment.

Singerely yours







NEW YORK CLEVELAND DETROIT CHICAGO LOS ANGELES

THE CHARLES T. POWNER Co. 7

“THE HOUSE OF A MILLION BOOKS"

BOOK-SELLERS AND PUBLISHERS

177 WEST MADISON STRREET

Telephone: Dearborn 6720

CHICAGO ¢ Peb.20,1931

Mr, Solon J. Buck, Librarian,
Minnesota Historical society
Minneapolis, ilinn.

Dear Sir:

ia have searcined in vain in cazo for the
nois Histo-

i
locate tham, we

ot
w1l
Index Volume wnich you desire of the Ill
rical Society Journal. Should we later
will advise you.

W@ can quote two copnies of thne volume 7, 2,
of the Journal at $1.00 each prenaid, and would b2 plasased
to raceive your ordsar.

Vary truly yours,

PHE CHARI
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March 36, 1920

Profeassor John P. Pritchett
Russcell Sage College

Troy, Hew York
Dear Pritchetti-

We are all very much
O }r‘.___v._--r “i :
North Lakota, an
t0 have a share 7
Hoxrth Dakota Historical

sure that will Tind many opporisuni
N g

il Ll ¢ 1O0L 4 o & &1l ..,'\.)1‘:'-.

Sincerely




THE UNIVERSITY [ OF NORTH DAKOTA

DEPARTMENT OF AMERICAN HISTORY UNIVERSITY STATION
GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA
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February 6, 1932
Professor John Perry Fritchett,
The University of North Dakota,
Univergity Station,
Grand Forirs, North Dakota,

Dear Pritchett:-

Thank you very much for sending me the
manbersof the North Dakkota Historical (marterly., I have
looked them over with interest, and I continue to be im=
pressed with the great improvement that you have made in
the megezine,

I am sorry to hear that the situation there

is wnsetisfactory,. Unfortunately, there appeary to be very
few vacencies at the present time and the number of people
loocking for positions is unusually large, Doubtless you
have heard that Ritchie has been dropped at liacalaster or,
rather, is to be dropped next summer, If I hear of any
opening that would interest you, I shall certainly let you
knowe

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck






