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TH-ESSHNLYVCER ST LY S OF l’]l'l'BURGH

PITTSBURGH, l’bNI\bYl\-'f\N[:\

THE COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

October 7, 1930

Dr. S. J. Buek
Minnesota Historical Society
Paul, Minnesota

I enclose herewith a copy of the announcem

b q L9 T

recently made by the Luhl Foundation to the
Society of Western I sylvania,.

I might say that after a few
work, I believe we are now ready
iﬂrm'yj‘i.:nl a to launch one of the most ambitious
programs in local history that has ever been under-
taken anywhere in the country. Our friend, Harlow
Lindley, was over to see me a few days ago, and he
tells me that he has never known an occacior:: where
a staff of six trained research historians has been
organized and turned loose on such an intensive
survey. Whatever the outcome, we are determined to
make a start.

What I would u to help me do now
find a Curator. We the very best man ij
country that is -.A-‘i (ho do you have

4
1

Thanking you for helping u

We hope to be able to start the work




PROPOSED PILAN FOR PROGRAM OF RESEARCH AND WRITING IN THE

HISTORY OF WESTERN PENNSYLVAN

The proposed progrem in the history of Western Pennsylvania shall
be under the supervision of a board of control of nine members, of whom five
shall be designated by the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvenia, end
of whom four shall be designated by the Board of Trustees of the University
of Pittsburgh. All of the Society's representatives shall be members of
the Society, and one shall be the President of the Society. One of the
University's representatives shall be the Chancellor of the University.

The board of control shall designate a curator who shall administer
the proposed program in the Historical Society and who shall be appointed to
a professorship of history in the University. The nomination of a curator
by the board of control shall be subject to the acceptance of the Historical
Society in so far as relates to the administration of the Society's program
and shall be subject to the acceptance and approval of the University in so
far as relates to his teaching responsibilities there. It is understood that
the teaching responsibilities of the curator at the University shall be
limited to ome course, to be mutually agreed upon by the man and the head
of the history department.

The staff of research assistants shall be nominated by the curator,
subject to the approval of the board of control., Any staff assistants who
are to have teaching responsibilities in the University shgll be nominated
to the University by agreement of the curator and the head of the history
department and as teachers shall be subject to the supervision of the
history department. Such members of the staff of research assistants as
wish to submit their work for degrees at the University of Pittsburgh must
meet the academic requirements of the department of history.

The plan calls for a vigorous program of research and writing
of the history of the Pittsburgh district at three levels:

(1) the research level;

(2) the public or popular level;

(3) the public school level.

It is proposed that at each level the work shall be carried on with scientific
exactitude, but with an earnest effort to catch the full inspirational value
of the enterprise as a substantial contribution to a spirit of effective
citizenshipe.




Distribution of Financing

The Buhl Historical University of
Foundation _Society _Pittsburgh TOTAL

First Year $16,000 $ 5,000 $ 21,000

Second Year 16,000 5,000 21,000

Third Year 13,500 B 2 5,000 21,000

Fourth Year 13,500 5,000 21,000

Fifth Year 11,000 5,000 21,000

$70,000 $25,000 $105,000

Annual Budget

A curator who shall be a man who has achieved

a reputation not only as a research worker,

but also as an effective writer of history

and who shall have direction of the proposed
pl‘OjeCt...................-...$8,000.00

Two assistants, who shall be men approximate-
1¢ of the rank of university instructors . « . « « ¢« » 5,000,00

Threa TolVeWsRIPE: o/ .0 1/50 0 . 4 o e sboaiie. . s ive e e 3,000.00

Clerical assistants, traveling, and office
expense$, eta- .« e o 8 @ L L L . " & 8 . » L L 5,000.00

TOTAL $21,000.00

P, S. No provision has been made for publiecation. This will
be taken care of by a later grant.




THE UNIVERSITY OF PILEJSBERGH

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLYANIA

THE COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY




67 ‘Barton Avenue, S5, E.
Qctober 24, 1920

prof. John W, Oliver
University of Plttsburgh
‘Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Oliver:

It 18 Iy present plan to attend
the AHA meeting in Boston and I shall be glad

te have a talk with you at that time.

3incerely yours




THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
——

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

THE COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

February 12, 1931

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Sup't, Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Buck:

The Board of Control has officially authorized me
to write you and invite you to come to Pittsburgh as
our guest. I want the members of the Board of Control
to meet you, and I want you to meet them, Could you
arreange to be with us on Saturday, March 21st? If so,
then I am going to ask you to be the speaker at our
annual History Conference. We can pay you an honorar-
ium of a hundred dollars for this job, and will expect
in return at least two talks. I know you have several
on reserve, and you could dress up one of your best
and most popular ones for the evening dinner session.

You understand that the Board of Control will take
care of your traveling expenses, and we, the department
of history, will pay you the honorarium above mentioned
in addition. For your benefit I am enclosing a copy of
our last year's Conference.

I hope you can accommodate us, and will be awaiting
your reply. I am,

Very sincerely,
)
v
John W. Oliver
Head
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FIRST ANNUAL
HISTORY CONFERENCE

UniveErsiTy oF PITTSBURGH

Saturpay, Marcua 8, 1930

The History Depariment of the University of Pittsburgh, in co-

operation with the Extension Division of the University, will bold

an all-day conference for teachers of History in the Colleges,

Universities, High Schools, and Academies in Western Penn-
sylvania and for others interested in History.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY BUILDING AUDITORIUM

(Opposite State Hall, University Campus)

L L A S A A A A A A




“Pro grams

SaTurpay MorninGg Session: 10 o’crLock

L. P. Stec, Dean of the Graduate School, University of
Pittsburgh, presiding

GENERAL THEME - TEACHING OF HISTORY
AND HISTORICAL METHODS

The Introductory History Course in Grove City
College

L. A. BeeLewr, Professor of History, Grove City
College

The Introductory History Course in Washington-
Jefferson College

A. H. Sweer, Professor of History, Washington-
Jefferson College

A New Approach to High School History Teaching
C. A. BuckNER, Professor of Secondary Education,
University of Pittsburgh

GenNeEraL Discussion

0o

Display by Book Companies and Publishing Houses of
maps, texts, and “teaching helps” in History.

‘Progmm_a

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SEssionN: 2 o’cLock

W. H. Stevenson, President, Historical Society of
Western Pennsylvania, presiding

GENERAL THEME - LOCAL HISTORY
Program of the Pennsylvania Historical Commission

Miss Frances Dorrance, Secretary of the
Commission

Program of the Federation of Historical Societies of
Pennsylvania

Dr. H. H. SHENEK, Secretary of the Federation

Address: FrREpERIC L. Paxson, Professor of American
History, University of Wisconsin

..m.

Evening Session: 6:30 o’crock

Subscription Dinner, Faculty Club, Oak Manor
Address: Freperic L. Paxson, University of
Wisconsin
Subject: “The Perils of the Historian”




ufddress all communications to

John W. Oliver, History Department
University of Pittsburgh







THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
—

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVYANIA

THE COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

February 19, 1931

Professor Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Ijaul, I'.Ainnc

Dear Buck:

I am delighted to learn that you can be with us for our
Annual History Conference. Also, I am looking forward with
pleasure to having you meet the members of our Board of Control,
and the opportunity they will have of meeting you. I suggest
that you plan to be here for the entire day, Friday, the 20th.
We will arrange a special meeting of the Board of Control, and
it will be my pleasure to pilot you around from place to person,
and give you a general outlook of the situation.

As to the History Conference, let me say that we would
like to have you join in the discussion for the afternoon session.
The general theme for the afternoon program will be "The Lure
of Research Projects." OSounds luring, doesn't it? Ve are asking
some of the colleges in Western Pennsylvania to give us a brief
report on some of the immediate projects that they are now
interested in. The Conference will be glad to have you say
a few words by way of surmary, along toward the end of the after-
noon session.

Your principal address is to come at the dinner meeting in
the evening. Here you are to choose your own subject. You will
be the whole program for that meeting. Your audience will con-
sist of the faculty and students who are majoring in history here
in the University, together with the teachers of history in the
various colleges and normal schools of Western FPennsylvania, -
plus several dozen high school teachers. Also, there will be
several members of the Historical Society of ‘‘estern Pennsylvania
present. With this information, you can make your plans according-
ly. I will send you a copy of the printed program as soon as it
is available.

Looking forward to your coming with pleasure, I am

Very sincerely,

ohn W. Oliver




Profescor John W. Oliver
Department of History

University - of. Pittsburgh
ittsburgh, Penneylvania
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THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
"'\-\...._____-

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

THE COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
February 26, 1931
Professor Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society

saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Buck:

I like both of your titles. I shall put you down
Just as you have indiceted in your letter. I am especially
anxious to hear your views on the Interpretation of Amer-
ican History, as seen in the light of new developments

T

in Frontier History.

-
1

I have not looked into the train schedule as yet,

but if you arrive at an unearthly hour, then I suggest that

you take a taxi out to the University Club where I will

leave a guest card for you. If however, you are arriving
a decent hour, say around eight or nine o'clock, I will

be glad to come by the station and pick you up. You can

let me know about your schedule later.

I am

Very sincerely,




—.."(_
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1

arrive in
Baltimoxr:
Friday mornin
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THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

THE COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY




Dr. John W,
History Dep
Universit
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THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

THE COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
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THE UNIVERSITY OF PITISBURGH

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
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}” / ROBERT M. EWING THOMAS S. BROWN JOHN E. POTTER
§ PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER

The #Historical Soriety of Z
Wentern Peunsyluania

Bigelom Boulevard and Parkman Avere

TELEPHONE:—SCHENLEY 9012
MISS EMMA D. POOLE, LIERARIAN

Pittshurnh, Ha., April 11, 1931,

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
67 Barton Ave., S.E.,

Minneapolis, Minn.

Dear Dr. Buck:=

At a meeting of the Board of Control, held
yesterday afternoon, the Board voted to extend you an invi-
tation to accept the position as Curator of the local histor-
ical program sponsored by the Historical Society of Western™
Pennsylvania and the Department of History of the University
of Pittsburgh, at a salary of $8,000.00 per year.

In extending you this invitation, the Board of
Control understands that you will take over the general super-
vision, organization, and direction of the work of the Histor-
ical Society of Western Pennsylvania, and also direct the re-
search and writing of the History of Western Pennsylvania,
along the lines as set forth in the Announcement of the Buhl
Foundation (copy of which you have in your possession).

Let me add here that the Board was unanimous in
its decision to extend you this invitation, and we express the
hope that you will find it possible to accept the offer.

Looking forward to having you with us in the

near future, I am,
Very sincer
£ .

Robert M. Ewing, 6/
President, Board of Control.
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Dr. John W. Oliver
Department of History
University of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Oliveri-

87 Barton Ave, 8. E.
fim : April 14, 1931
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ROBERT M. EWING THOMAS S. BROWN JOHN E. POTTER
FPRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER

The #intorical Soriety of
Western Peunsyluania

Bigelom Boulevard and Parkman Avere

TELEPHONE:—SCHENLEY 9012
MISS EMMA D. POOLE, LIBRARIAN

Pittaburnh, Pa.,. . April 21,.1931.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
65 Barton St., S.E.,

Minneapolis, Minn.

My dear Dr. Buck:-

I have your letter of the 1l4th inst.,
and am glad to know that you are giving our proposition
consideration. We, of course, are anxious to have the
matter determined at the earliest possible date for
several reasons.

We trust we may receive your acceptance,
and in that event we may desire you to come to Pittsburgh
at an early date, inasmuch as we are withholding any
action in connection with the equipment of our new build-
ing until such time as we can have the benefit of the ad-
vice of our Curator as to what is best. We feel our lack
of experience and knowledge in matters of this kind and
your advice would be very helpful to us.

A trip of this kind would, of course,
necessarily be at the expense of the Buhl Foundation.

Very respectfully,

22

.'Prejéff;ﬁ.




THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

THE COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

April 21, 1931

Professor Solon J. Buck
Department of History
University of liinnesota
Minneapolis, lMinnesota

Dear Friend Buck:

I could not answer your letter of the 16th without first
talking to Chancellor Bowman. He was out of town over the week-
end, and I did not get to.gsee him until about a half hour ago.
Briefly, here are the results of our conversation.

(1) The Chancellor heartily believes in the Historical
Survey, and says that he hopes it will become permanent. He
states, however, that it is impossible for him to commit the
University to a program five years hence. He will write you
a letter within the next day or so, expressing his wish that
the position will become permanent, and that the University
of Pittsburgh and the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania
will be in position to ecarry the work on indefinitely.

(2) The Chancellor tells me that the University has never
paid the moving expenses of any member of the faculty to date.
Consequently, he is a little doubtful about inaugurating this
policy. Personally, I do not believe that the Historical Society
has any money available for this special purpose, but it may not
be out of place for you to raise the point with Judge Ewing, and
ask him if it would be possible for you to draw upon that item
in the budget relating to*travelling expenses’’in order to cover
your moving expenses. At least, you might raise the point, and
see what happens.

(3) I have not discussed the matter of substituting the
word "Director” for the word "Curator", but I have no doubt
whatever but that this can be done very easily. I agree with
you that such a change of title would be desirable.

I believe this answers all your points. Let me again
express the hope that you can see your way clear to write us
a definite acceptance at the earliest convenient date.

I am,

Very sincerely,

M
John W. Oliver
Head




TaE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
Pirrss URGIH, PENNSYLVANIA

OFFICE oF
Tae CHANCELLOR April 22, 1931

Dear Dr. Buck:

Dr. Oliver and I have just had some talk
about your coming to Pittsburgh. The question of
the permanence of the position here, he tells me,
is in your mind. About all that I can say is that
I am most heartily in favor of the project which has
been proposed to you. Further, speaking for the
University, I should like to see the project become
a permanent institution here. With even moderate
success it seems to me that sueh will be the case.

You will appreciate, I believe, that I can not"guarantee"
a permenent program,

With kind wishes, I am

Faithfully yours,

ﬁv@u, 'Ef‘ QLMW:ML i

Solon J. Buck




UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, AND THE ARTS
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67 Barton Ave, 8, E,
April 24, 1931

Professor John W, Oliver
University of Pittsburgh
Pitts murgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Oliver:=

Thank you for your letter of April 31. The attitude of
the University as to permanency is about what I hae{ expected,
but I am not so sure about the society. Last night I sent an
air mail letter to Judge Ewing in which I explained the sit-
uation fully. Briefly, it is as follows: The Historical
Soclety has offered me an increase of five hundred dollars,
and the Department of History at the University has recommended
a similar increase there. No action could be obtained,’ however,
until the legislature had passed on the appropriation. That
wag done Wedneasday, and the University got a small increase 4
#c+ much less than it had asked for. Weethen discovered that the
Dean of theAM$%College and the President were out of town., The
Dean will be bagk tomorrow and possibly the President, and I
expect the matter to be settled by Monday or Tuesday.

1f the University makes the inorease, I do not see how I
can afford to go to Pittsburgh. I doubt very much, however, if
it will do so in view of ite financial stringency; and, if it
does not, I will then have a very difficult decision to make.
The inorease from the Historical Society wipes out about all
of the differential in salaries after deduction is made for
the increased cost of living tn PPittsburgh; and, as I wrote
you, for the first year at least, I should be worse off finan-
cially if I went there than if I remained here.

In writing to Judge Ewing, I put up to him the same three
points that I raised with you; (1) the question of intention
as to permanency, (2) moving expenses, and (3) the question of
title. As soon as I hear from him and from the University of
Minnesota, I shall come to a decision, and I hope it will be
before Tuesday night, .when I leave for the MVHA meeting.

8incerely yours




JOHN E. POTTER

WILLIAM H. STEVENSON ROBERT M. EWING
TREASURER

PRESIDENT SECRETARY

The #istoriral Soriety of
Wentern Pennsyluania

Bigelom Boulevard and PFarkman Avenue

TELEPHONE:—SCHENLEY 9012
MISS EMMA D. POOLE, LIBRARIAN

Hittaburgh, Pa., April 27, 1931a. ...

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Hotel Layfette,
Lexington,
Kentucky.

My dear Dr. Buck:-

Your letter was duly received and the
contents laid before the Joint Board of Control at a
meetinzg held this afternoon.

We are in entire accord with your
suggestion as to the use of the word "Director" instead
of "Curator", and as to the expenses of moving from
Minneapolis to Pittsburg, I am enclosing a Resolution
adopted at the meeting today, which is self-explanatory.

As to the matter of the permanence of
the position, I do not hesitate to say that it is my
opinion, and I am sure that it is concurred in by others
of the Board of Control, that we would be very loathe to
have undertaken the work that is contemplated during the
five-year period, if we thought that it would terminate
at the end of that time. If the project succeeds, as we
feel sure that it will, I feel very strongly that there
will be no question but that it will be carried on as a
permanent project.

Upon receipt of the information contained
in the Resolution and in this letter, we would be very
pleased to have your acceptance by wire; also indicating
when you can be here to confer on the matter of equipment,
so that we may arrange for a meeting of the Joint Board of
Control during your stay in Pittsburgh. The expense of the
trip, as I have already indicated to you, will be borne by
the Board of Control. I think that I express the thought
of the Board when I say that it is desired that when you
come to consider the matter of equipment, etc., you plan for
sufficient time to give the matter the necessary study and
consideration.




WILLIAM H. STEVENSON ROBERT M. EWING JOHN E. POTTER
PRESIDENT SECRETARY TREASURER

Che fHistorical Soriety of
Western Pennayluania

Bigelow Boulevard and Parkman Avenue

TELEPHONE:—SCHENLEY 9012
MISS EMMA D. POOLE, LIBRARIAN

Pittsburnh, Po.,  April 27, 1951,

Page #2 - Letter to Dr. Buck.

Dr. Oliver will see you in Lexington
and will go over the entire matter with you, as we feel
that he knows the sense of the Board in the matters here-
inabove referred to.

Kindly address communications to Berger
Building, Pittsburgh.

Yours very t

N | -

l’resident&




At a meeting of the Joint Board of Control,

having in charge the administration of the Buhl Foundation grant

| to the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, held on April

| 27th, 1931, the following Resolution was adopted:-

"RESOLVED, That the President be authorized to
notify Dr. Buck that in connection with the
proposition already submitted, the Board of
Control would bear the necessary expenses in -
curred by him in connection with the moving of
himself, his family and his household effects
from Minneapolis to Pittsburgh, at a cost not

to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1000.00).
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DEPARTMENT

i | {# e
THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
THE COLLEGE

OF HISTORY

June 9, 1931

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Buck:

I hardly know what to say about Holbrook. I think I have
met him only once, or possibly twice, but was quite favorably
impressed with him on both occasions. However, I do not pretend
to know enough about him to make a commitment one way or the
other. The thing that worries me a little bit, however, is the
matter of salary. If Holbrook has a family, I do not see how
he is going to live very comfortably in Pittsburgh on $2500.

You probably, however, have talked this over with him, and he
probably is coming,conscious of the fact that living conditions
here are higher than they are elsewhere. - So if he comes, he will
come with his eyes open, but there should be no misunderstanding.
I think in this case, however, that you had better make the
decision, and not count very much on my judgment, one way or the
other.

Yes, I think it might be well to call a meeting of the Board
while you are in Pittsburgh during the first week in July. While
you will probably not want to make all of your appointments at that
time, yet there are two or three that ought to receive attention.
Do you want me to ask Judge Lwing to call a meeting, or will you
write him direct?

Two or three quite capable young women have spoken to me about
a position on your staff, in the capacity of secretary. 1 have told
them that you will probably be through here during the month of
July, and have two or three lined up who want to have an interview
with you. After talking with them, you can make your own selection.

Walter Hoberg, who wrote you, I believe would accept one of the
$1000 positions. Hoberg writes quite well, is a good research man,
has had some newspaper experience, and might fit in very acceptably.
I will want you to see him, however, before making any appointment.

I wish I could keep the copy of the Editorial which you sent
me. Don't you have an extra copy, which I might circulate among the
members of the Board? Let me hear from you if I can be of any
assistance. I am

Very sincerely,

L !
John W. Oliver










DEPARTMENT

OF

THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

PITTSBURGH, " PENNSYTLY ANIA
THE COLLEGE

HISTORY

June 19, 1931

Professor Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Buck:

Referring to your letter of June 12, I note what you
say about Holbrook. Under these conditions, he probably
would be quite heppy with the salary suggested, and could
live quite well in Pittsburgh. As to his qualifications,
I shall leave that entirely to your own judgment.

I agree with you that it might be well to announce
somé‘your appointments when you are here in July. At least
it might be well to fill some of them, merely in order to
save so many inquiries later. We can talk this over in
greater detail when you are with us.

I will pass the word around to those who are applying
for a position with you, and have them here in readiness
to meet you when you are in the city. Also, I should be
very glad to give you my own views with reference to each
of them. I think after talking with them yourself, and then
after you and I have had a chance to discuss them, we can
come to some conclusions regarding the best ones.

I wish Mrs, Oliver and I could definitely say to you and
Mrs. Buck that we want you for guests during your stay in the
city, but due to two or three uncertainties, I am not in a
position to make any such commitment just now. MNrs. Oliver's
two sisters will probably not get away before the week of
July 6. Also, just now we think that my sister from Missouri
may be visiting us during that week., In addition to all this,
Mrs, Wagner, our nurse-maid, who you will recall, thinks that
she will be away on her vacation during the first two weeks
in July. With all these uncertainties facing us, we cannot
make any definite promises just now. Suppose we let the matter
rest until you reach the city, and if it is possible for us
to find room for you and Mrs. Buck, also Mrs. Buck's mother,
we will be delighted to take you all in., If not, then probably
Webster Hall would be the most convenient place for you to stope.

Mr. Potter called the members of his committee on Equipment
together for a meeting the day before yesterday. Iir. Dice met
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with us, and we decided that the first thing to do would be to
get bids from various companies, both on book stacks and pews-
paper stacks, and also tables and chairs for those two

rooms. No final contract will be let, however, until you have
been here and have gone over the list with us.

Looking forwerd to seeing you in the near future, I am

Very sincerely,

r
John W. Oliver




July 31, 1931

Mr. John E. Potter

Potter Tile & Trust Co.,
Pourth Ave. & CGrant 31’-.,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Potter:-

Your airmaill letter of yesterday reached me this
morning before I left home, and I will reply to it at
once. The budget as arranged is satisfactory to me éX.
cept in one particular. The salary that I recommended
for Miss Mason was §1,800. In the budget you list 1t
at $1,630, but in the paragraph below you speak of reé-
ducing 1t $120. The difference, howe ver, between my
recommendation and the amount allotted ie $180. The sal-
ary proposed amounts to only $§136 a month, &nd that is
what Miss Mason is receiving in her present position.

She gave as her reason for seeking a change the decsire for
a larger salary and stated that she had received as high
as $§150 a month. It is obvious, therefore, that we cannot
obtain her services at $13f. Possibly we could get them
at $140 a month with the promise of an inorease to §145
at the end of six months and to $150 at the end of the

year.

I very much hope that some arrangement can be made
to get Miss Mason's services, as che impressed me as &
very high type of person. I believe, therefore, that it
would be advisable to reduce the amouht for traveling ex-
penses, etc., by whatever . sum is necessary to add to the
salary proposed for her in order to get her to accept.

I do not know Miss Magon's address, but Dr. Oliver knows
how to get in touch with her, ~and I would suggest that

he be suthorized to enter upon negotiations with her and
£ind out the lowest sum for which her services can be ob-
tained. It is quite desirable, of course, that the zecre-
tary-stenographer be on hand September 1 to help me get
things started, purchase supplies and equipment, etoc.

I appreciate the comsideration that has been shown

me by you and the Board in the handling of this rather
di £ficult situation. I shall notify the various people
with the exception of Miss Mason of their appointments in-

mediately.

B/P Sincerely youre




August 5, 1931

Dr. John W, Oliver, Head
Department of L:U“Ty

University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, ?eﬂnﬂylv&yiu

Dear Oliver: -

I am in receipt this morning of a letter from
8liock deeclining the appointment and stating that he has
acoepted another position. I know of a very oompetent
young woman who has had two years of experience of
gradvate work at the University of Minnesota and who
might be avallable for a fellowship at §1,000. If she
is available I may recommend her. A%t any rate we will
have an an plﬂ balance and I hope that the compensations
of James and Holbrook can be restored to 23,500. Also
that the Board will approve of payim, Miss Mason as
much as may be necessary to obtain her services up to
31,800,

This whole affair certainly illustrates the
diffioulty of doing bLBi’OGS at a distance, and espeocial-
ly without full knowledge of all the faotor involved.

I certainly appreciate the assistange that you have given
me in the matter and I know that it has taken up a good
deal of your tine, :

I trust that you ! and Mrs. Oliver will have a
very enjoyable vacation. e are h:pinp to get away in
about a week for the Lake Superior country.

Singerely yours

B/H
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